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Record Series #:  1121-128 
Name:   Trapped in Georgia, My Life 
Dates:   No date 
Extent/Size:  1 legal folder (0.1 cubic feet) 
Language:  English 
 
Name of Creator(s): 
Unknown 
 
Scope & Content:  
Trapped in Georgia, My Life is a handwritten unfinished manuscript recounting the life of a 
prisoner held in the Chatham County prison system. The author states that names have been 
changed to protect the innocent. The author begins on October 31, 1949, detailing his 
whereabouts and how he was arrested for an unknown crime that he did not do. He eventually 
was convicted for twenty years for the assault and rape of a woman. The author was sent into 
labor on a chain gang, and details his experiences in this prison, which is most likely the Brown 
Prison Farm in Chatham County, Georgia. 
 
The author states that he wanted to write this book because no one is talking about the conditions 
in the prison and the public should know. He often witnessed the assault of fellow prisoners from 
guards. The overall living conditions in the prison were not of a humane livable standard and the 
chain gangs were often forced to work on ditches behind the Municipal Abattoir. The book ends 
at chapter 8.  
 
System of Arrangement & Ordering:  
Trapped in Georgia, My Life is arranged by title.  
 
Conditions Governing Access: 
This collection has been fully digitized for preservation and public access. Researchers are asked 
to view the digital collection first and requests for access to the physical item will be reviewed 
by the Municipal Archives staff. Collection is stored offsite and researchers must request desired 
records at least one (1) full business day before research appointment for access. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use:  
Please read carefully the statement on copyright below.  Permission to reproduce does not 
constitute permission to publish.  Researchers who plan publication are asked to discuss this 
with the archivist first for written permission.  While most of the Municipal Archives’ 
collections are public records and in the public domain, not all are, and the Municipal Archives 
may not be the owner of copyright for all its archival materials.  Researchers are responsible for 
obtaining any necessary permission to publish from the holder of copyright. In the event that the 
Municipal Archives becomes a source for publication, a copy of the publication is requested for 
the Municipal Archives.  
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Access Points: 
Chatham County (Ga.) 
Chain gangs 
Forced labor 
Jails 
Judicial Error 
Prison violence 
Prisons 
 
Sponsors/Funding: 
Chatham County, Georgia, Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) funding. 
 
Preferred Citation:  
Record Series 1121-128, Trapped in Georgia, My Life, City of Savannah Municipal Archives, 
Savannah, Georgia. 
 
Processed by:  
M. Kerkhoff, May 2023. 

NOTICE: WARNING CONCERNING COPYRIGHT RESTRICTIONS 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of photocopies or 

other reproductions of copyrighted material.   
Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a photocopy or 

other reproduction.  One of these specified conditions is that the photocopy or reproduction is not to be “used for any 
purpose other than private study, scholarship, or research.”  If a user makes a request for, or later uses, a photocopy or 
reproduction for purposes in excess of “fair use,” that user may be liable for copyright infringement.   

This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if, in its judgment, fulfillment of the 
order would involve a violation of copyright law. 
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Inventory: 
This item has been digitized and attached at the end of this document. 
 
Box Number 
Folder Number    Description  
 

Box 1121-000-0005 
Folder 1121-128-0001  Trapped in Georgia, My Life, handwritten unpublished 

manuscript, unknown author, no date 
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