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SUBMISSION TO RENAME THE SQUARE AT ABERCORN AND EAST WAYNE STREET “CASEY SQUARE” 

SubmiƩed May 11, 2023 by Andrew Jones 

IntroducƟon 

This submission proses renaming the square aŌer Dr.  John Aloysius Casey, a Savannah physician who 
gave his life to treat the vicƟms of the Yellow Fever Epidemic in 1819-1821. 

Dr. Casey’s humanitarianism towards the Savannah community, including its African American 
populaƟon, embodies the ideals that we ciƟzens of Savannah revere. Not only is Dr. Casey the polar 
opposite of Calhoun, but Dr. Casey also has a specific connecƟon to the burial ground in that the 
deceased likely include the very people he worked to save. 

Submission Requirements 

1. Review of ArƟcle E - Completed 

2. Name and contact informaƟon of applicant: 

Andrew Jones 
324 E. Broughton St. 
Savannah, GA 31401 
(646) 248-2050 
andrewjonesnyc@aol.com 
 

3. Support LeƩer from Detric LeggeƩ (Ex. A) 

4. Proposed name: Casey Square 

5. Statement of significance with supporƟng citaƟons 

Statement of Significance with SupporƟng CitaƟons 

IntroducƟon. This nominaƟon proposes naming the square “Casey Square” aŌer Dr. John Aloysius Casey 
(1781-1819), a physician who came to Savannah in the early 19th century and gave his own life in order 
to save the vicƟms of the yellow fever epidemic, which began in 1819. (Victor H. BasseƩ, Librarian, 
Georgia Medical Society, Two Medical Martyrs of Georgia in 1819-1820, reprinted in Savannah Morning 
News, August 22, 29, September 5, 12, 1937)(Exhibits B-1 through B-9). 

Biography: John Aloysius Casey came to Savannah from Maryland, via Augusta, Georgia prior to 1814. 
(Ex. B-7, upper leŌ). He married Sarah Lowndes Berrien. (Ex. B-6, lower right), the daughter of Major 
John Berrien (1760-1815) a RevoluƟonary War hero who fought at Valley Forge and was later appointed 
by George Washington as the Inspector of the Port of Savannah. Major John Berrien’s house sƟll stands 
at 324 E. Broughton St. 

John Aloysius Casey pracƟced medicine with his brother in law, Richard McAllister Berrien. (Ex. B-9, first 
column). In 1817, Casey, together with other doctors in Savannah, started the raising of funds for the 
first African American hospital, which ulƟmately came to fruiƟon as Georgia Infirmary in 1832. (Ex. B-8, 
top right, Ex. B-5, upper right). 
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In 1817 Dr. Casey and other physicians interested themselves in collecƟng funds for the 
establishment of a hospital and infirmary for negroes. [citaƟon omiƩed]. A number of 
years passed before the aƩempt to found a hospital for the negroes was successful, but 
the work begun in 1817 was finally successful and the Georgia Infirmary founded in 
1832. 

(Ex. B-8). 

When the deadly yellow fever first struck in 1819, both Casey and Richard Berrien tended to the dying. In 
doing so, they also succumbed to the disease, Casey in 1819 and Berrien in 1820. (Ex. B-8, right column,  
B-9, first column). 

Casey and Berrien became known as the medical martyrs of Georgia, having sacrificed their lives for the 
good of others. (Ex. B-1, B-2). They were held in high esteem by the Georgia Medical Society. (Ex. B-5) 

Given that there is already a Berrien Street and Berrien Ward named aŌer Richard’s half-brother, who 
was a famous senator, and given that nothing bears the name Casey, the recommendaƟon is simply for 
Casey Square. 

Note that there is a plaque in the Colonial Cemetery referencing the 2 doctors who died, but they are 
not named. (Ex. C). 

ApplicaƟon Criteria and Requirements 

Proposed name, Casey Square: 

 The name honors and commemorates a noteworthy person associated with the City of 
Savannah, an individual who sacrificed his life for the good of his fellow ciƟzens. 

 It commemorates local history, specifically the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1819-1821, especially 
poignant aŌer our own experiences with Covid. 

 It strengthens neighborhood idenƟty. Approximately half of the vicƟms of the epidemic were 
African Americans, some possibly buried in the African American cemeteries at or near this site. 

The naming request considers the other criteria: 

 Residents impacted. The Yellow Fever Epidemic caused extensive fataliƟes and traumaƟzed the 
enƟre City.  

 Community Diversity.  
o Casey showed great concern for the health of the African American populaƟon, first by 

helping to raise money for a hospital and then by tending to the vicƟms of the epidemic.  
o Also, Casey was an Irish immigrant. Applicant is not aware of a square named aŌer an 

Irish immigrant. 
 LocaƟon significance and appropriateness.  

o The naming is appropriate given the locaƟon of an African American cemetery at or 
close to the site. It certainly is possible that Casey tended to one of the deceased buried 
there. 

o The naming is also appropriate in that Casey’s humanitarian efforts draw a stark contrast 
to Calhoun’s aƫtudes. They were contemporaries, with Calhoun having been born just 
one year aŌer Casey. Renaming the square as Casey Square stands for the proposiƟon 
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that there were individuals living in the early 19th century who embodied Savannah’s 
humanitarian values rather than the values of Calhoun, a South Carolina NullificaƟonist. 

o When the square was named in the 1850s, Dr. Casey was already deceased and would 
have been a worthy person to have named the square aŌer. Thus, renaming the square 
Casey Square reflects a choice the City should have considered at that Ɵme. 

 
Natural Person Naming Request consideraƟon 

 The proposed honoree is deceased. 
 The proposed candidate exerted efforts of significance locally, providing humanitarian efforts 

and ulƟmately sacrificing his life doing so. 
 Casey contributed to the humanitarian movement to beƩer the lives of African Americans. His 

fundraising efforts were part of a campaign that beneficially changed the lives of African 
Americans through the founding of the Georgia Infirmary. 

 His achievement was in the field of medicine, and he was held in high esteem by the Georgia 
Medical Society. 
 

 

  























Exhibit C 

 

Plaque in the Colonial Cemetery 
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