
Card No. 
BUILDING DATA SHEET - HISTORIC SAVANNAH INVENTORY 

Color 
Code 

Street and Number 

23 Abercorn St. 

Ward 

REYNOLOO 

Lot 

Trust lots e:wsj- ~rt R, 

F mt Owner ~'- L ( 1'1", z~u""o V Original Owner 
.,j.. 

Architect or Builder 

.1/m- L. ele'mrenebeek ;J., JI- /tP,1 Jemes Habersham, Jr. 

Original Use 

Thvelling 

Assessed Value 

Land 15 , ,Bl!O Building 
Assessors 
F'ile No. 

No. of Stories 

Basement 
1 

x 2 
3 

1=1 
Year Built 

1789 
Altered □ 

Present Use 
Restai1rAnt 

Material 

Brick. stuc~o finish 

STYLE OF ARCHITECTURE 

Early Republic . _ □ Victorian __ __ _____ □ 

Greek RevivaL ____ □ Not Classified ______ □ 

-------------------□ 

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: 

AUG 1962 

Remarks 
Known AR the II Pink House II and as the JAmes Haber­
sham house. GRble roof , end pArariets. Center hall 
pan with end chimneys. Six over six light window 
sash; metal pediment window heads later; Pa ladian 
window over entrance. Early fan light over doorway; 
pilasters. 

(Over for History) 

Fa~es REYNOLDS Square. 

Intrusion on the neighborhood: Yes □ No □ 

EVALUATION 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
National _______________ ______ ____ □ 
State ___ ___________ ____ __ ______ ___ 'I& 
Community ________ ___________ ___ □ 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
AS AN EXAMPLE OF ITS STYLE 

Exceptional ______________________ □ 
Excellent _____ __________________ __ 'U) 
Good _____ ___ __ __ ____ _____ ________ □ 
Fair ___ ___________________________ □ 

Poor --------------- -------------- □ 

IMPORTANCE TO NEIGHBORHOOD 
Great ___ _________________ ________ ti1 
Moderate __ ________ __ __ ___________ □ 
Minor ___ ____ _____________ ________ □ 

DESECRATION OF ORIGINAL DESIGNS 
None or little __ ____ ___ __ ___ ________ □ 
Moderate amount _________________ Jg( 
Considerable ____________ ___ ______ □ 

PHYSICAL CONDITIONS 
Good Fair Poor 

Structures ____ __ _______ ___ 2!:l 
Grounds ____ __ ____________ g 
Neighborhood _____________ □ 
Relation to green ___________ Jg 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

Total 

[§]~ 
Date I Surveyed by \ Checked by I~ D 



Financed and built in 1789 by Joseph Clay as a residence for his 
cousin James Habersham , Jr . (These facts are established by a 

lawsuit, the record of which is in the Superior Court Record Room 
of the Chatham County Court House) . Habersham died in 1799, his 
widow sold it in 1802 , and in 1812 it became the property of the 
Planters ' Bank of Georgia. In this last year the portico was added. 
After the Civil war this building was converted into lawyers • 
offices, the firm of Hartridge & Chisholm occupying the second floor 
in the 1870 1 s . 

-· . 

( 

( 



BUILDING DATA SHEET - HISTORIC SAVANNAH INVENTORY 
Card No. , ,.Color 

V code 
z_ 

Street and Number Ward Lot 

11.3- 19, E. Bay St. REYNOLDS First tything 3 

P. .=nt Owner Original Owner Architect or Builder 

Shuey & Co., Inc. 

Original Use Assessed Value Assessors 
F'ile No. 

Land 16, 051 Building 18,436 Total 2 

No, of Stories 

Basement 
1 
2 

x-3 

9 c. 
Altered □ 

Present Use 

Offices(real estate , 
col!lllUlli ty service, , insula• 
tion) 

Material 

Brick 

STYLE OF ARCHITECTURE 

Early Republic _ □ Victorian _________ □ 

Greek Revival_ ____ □ Not Classified ______ □ 

------------------- □ 

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: 
(,, 

- - - - - -- - ----~--------1 

AUG 1%2 

Remarks 

Brick parapet. Gable roof wj.th brick arapet at 
ends. Stone lintel~ and sills. 

Brick carriage house in rear , used as office,, fair 
condition. 

Intrusion on the neighborhood: Yes □ No □ 

EVALUATION 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
National _________________________ □ 

State--- -------------------------- □ 
Community ______________________ □ 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
AS AIN EXAMPLE OF ITS STYLE 

Exceptional ______________________ □ 
xc~e~t _________________________ □ 

Good_ ------------------------ ----- ~ 
Fair ------------------------------ □ 
Poor ----------------------------- □ 

IMPORTANCE TO NEIGHBORHOOD 

Great ---------------------------- □ 
Moderate _________________________ ·ijl 

Minor---------------------------- □ 

DESECRATION OF ORIGINAL DESIGNS 
None or little ___ ________________ ___ ~ 
Moderate amount _________________ □ 
Considerable --------------------- □ 

PHYSICAL CONDITIONS 
Good Fair Poor 

Structures ________________ lSil □ □ 
Grounds ------------~----- □ □ □ 
Neighborhood _____________ □ 
Relation to green ___________ ~ 

□ □ 
□ □/ 

Total 

[8] Bi 
Date \ Surveyed by \ Checked by fSD 
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HISTORIC SAVANNAH FOUNDATION, INCORPORATED 

Headquarters 

DAVENPORT HOUSE 
State at Habersham Street 

Columbia Square 

MEMBER NATIONAL TRUST FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

.r 

( . 
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T J I J 

119 HABERSHAM STREET 

Telephone 912/233-7787 

POST OFFICE BOX 1771 

SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 31402 
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TOWN L O T /fl p I B s T T X T B I N G 

REYNOLDS WARD L ... I D 0 u 1' 

Also known as 11J - 119 EAST BAY STREKT. 

II§TORI OP SITE AND FORMER BUILDINGS ON THIS SITE& 

There were substantial structures on this site at least 

twice before the present double brick structure was erected. 

Sinoe the 18th Century the site has •••n the enterprise or 

Colonial craftsmen, shop keepers, and has served as rental 

propert7 to many early Savannah1ans. 
• 

Bdward Griffith, Colonial silversmith and watchmaker, and 

••11 recorded in Georgia history, was in 1792 in trade on 

Ba7 Street located •next door but one to the Coffee House on the 

.Ba7• (this was reference to Brown's Coffee House located at 

Dra7ton and Bay, s. w. Corner) The fire or 1796 wiped out 

Griffith's shop, but in January 1797 he had opened shop 

80 ~rds east of his old stand. This is probably the earliest 

record. we have of a building on this site. In 1800 Edward 

Gr1tt1th conveyed theae •two several missuagea, tenements, or 

4well1ng houses lately by the sai• Edward Gr1ff1th erected• to 

his wire. In some financial difficulty, Griffith was forced to 

■ell his buildings to Richard Stites, wealthy Savannah lawyer 

and extensive landowner. Stites bought these tenements in 

180J and his ledger books for the years following record the 

name■ of those he rented to and at times the.difficulties of 

t1nd1ng tenants at all. He records extensive repairs to both 

wooden and brick portions or his tenements and the reoorda 

lea4 one to believe that these ••re tra•• dwellings with brlok 

oh1111l•J'• and heartha. 



It may be that Mr. Stites owned only the 1mproTements 

on the lot and not the lot itself; or perhaps he owned only the 

Western halt, but in 1804 John Bolton another prominent Savannah1an 

and up-oountry plantation owner acquired a part or the property 

from the estate of C&pta1n John Darthiaque, a Gentleman from 

Nantes in France. However Bolton sold h1s interest to John 

Hunter in 1816 for $2,500.00. 

Another great fire occured in 1820. The possibilit7 

that Hunters Ba7 Street property escaped either partiall7 or 

totally the destruction that leveled again the entire area 

is implied in contemporary newspaper aocounts. It is at this point 

that the history of the present buildings begins. 

-HISTORY OP THE PRESENT BUILDINGS ON THIS SITES 
In 1822 Hunter mortgaged the propert7 to Charles Maurel 

or Maurel and Lathbeaudiere, merchants of New York. In 1828 

the property went over to the Bank of the State ot Georgia to 

make good a debt of $24,000.00 between Hunter and the merchants. 

In 1829 the Bank of the Saate of Georgia paid taxes on the propert7 

T&lued at $6,000.00, late of John Hunter on the Bay. B7 1839 

it passed from the Bank of Darien to the Savannah Insuranoe and Truat 

Comapny for $12,000.00. Therefore one can assume that the 

buildings as they stand today were built between this period ot 

1822-1839. 

In December of 1845 the Oglethorpe Lodge# 1 of the 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows purchased the property. They remained. 

in continous ownership throughout the rest or the century. Tax 

digests lists their 1mproTements as two brick buildings. 

UCHITECTtJIAL BVALUATION 

Bated •Notable• in the Hiatoric S&Tannah A.roh1teotural 
• 



Survey, these buildings are of significant importance both 

• 
to the historical and architectural continuity of Savannah. 

They rank among the few surviving brick commercial buildings 

built after the great fire of 1820 when legislation was passed 

that buildings must be structurally of masonry and iron. The 

iron shutters may well have been made by local craftsmen, 

perhaps even at the Hermitage iron works. Their style is 

of the clean uncluttered lines of the Greek Revival that 

Cluskey carried to such perfection a few years after these 

buildings were erected. It must also be pointed out that these 

buildings stand with almost no desecration to their original 

design. No so-called modernizing has marred the simplicity 

of their facades with plate glass, false fronts, and neon signs. 

To once again restore this pile of Savannah 

Gray Bricks to their former beauty, to add the iron shutters 

would make these buildings serve as they sho~ld as prime and 

~conomieally rewarding commercial property. 



Io w H LOT F I R S T T Y T B I N G 

R E Y N O L D S W A R D LA I D o u I ~ 

Also known as 113 - 119 EAST BAY STREET. 

HISTORY OF SITE AND FORMER BUILDINGS ON THIS SITE: 

There were substantial structures on this site at least 

twice before the present double brick structure was erected. 

Since the 18th Century the site has aeen the enterprise or 

Colonial craftsmen, shop keepers, and has served as rental 

property to many early Savannahians. 
• 

Ed.ward Griffith, Colonial silversmith and watchmaker, and 

well recorded in Georgia history, was 1n 1792 in trade on 

Ba7 Street located ttnext door but one to the Coffee House on the 

Ba7• (this was reference to Brown's Coffee House located at 

Drayton and Bay, s. w. Corner) The fire of 1796 wiped out 

Griffith's shop, but in January 1797 he had opened shop 

80 yards east of his old stand. This is probably the earliest 

record we have of a building on this site. In 1800 Edward 

Gr1ffith conveyed these •two several missuages, tenements, or 

dwelling houses lately by the sai« Edward Griffith erected• to 

his wife. In some financial difficulty, Griffith was forced to 

sell his buildings to Richard Stites, wealthy SaTannah lawyer 

and extensive landowner. Stites bought these tenements 1n 

180) and his ledger books for the years following record the 

names of those he rented to and at times the.difficulties of 

finding tenants at all. He records extensive repairs to both 

wooden and brick portions ot h1s tenements and the record ■ 

lead one to believe that these wore frame dwellings with briok 

chilll!l•J• and hearths. 



It may be that Mr. Stites owned only the improTement• 

on the lot and not the lot itself; or perhaps he owned only the 

Western halt, but in 1804 John Bolton another prominent S&Tannahian 

and up-country plantation owner acquired a pert or the property 

trom the estate of Captain John Darthiaque, a Gentleman trom 

Nantes in Prance. However Bolton sold his interest to John 

Hunter in 1816 tor $2,500.00. 

Another great fire occured in 1820. The possibility 

that Bunters Bay Street propert7 escaped either partially or 

totally the destruction that leveled again the entire area 

is implied in contemporary newspaper account■• It ls at this point 

that the history or the present buildings begin■• 

-HISTORY OP THE PJlESE!lT BUILDINGS ON THIS SITE1 

In 1822 Hunter mortgaged the propert7 to Charle■ Maurel 

or Maurel and Lathbeaudiere, merchants or New York. In 1828 

the property went over to the Bank ot the State or Georgia to 

make good a debt ot t24,ooo.oo between Bunter and the merchants. 

In 1829 the Bank or the Saate ot Georgia paid taxes on the propert7 

T&lued at $6,000.00, late of John Hunter on the Bay. B7 1839 

it passed from the Bank or Darien to the Savannah Insurance and Tru■t 

Comapny tor $12,000.00. Therefore one can assume that the 

buildings as they stand today were built between this period ot 

1822-1839. 

In December or 1845 the Oglethorpe Lodge# 1 or the 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows purchased the property. They remained. 

in oont1nous ownership throughout the rest ot the century. Tax 

digest■ lists their improTements as two brick buildings. 

AllCBITIC'l'tJIAI, BVALUATIOH 
Bated •xotable• in the H1ator1o sannnah .A.rohiteotural 

• 



Survey, these buildings are of significant importance both 

• to the historical and architectural continuity of Savannah. 

They rank among the few surviving brick commercial buildings 

puilt after the great fire of 1820 when legislation was passed 

that buildings must be structurally of masonry and iron. The 

iron shutters may well have been made by local craftsmen, 

perhaps even at the Hermitage iron works. Their style is 

of th clean uncluttered lines of the Greek Revival that 

Clµskey carried to such perfection a few years after these 

Puildings were erected. It must also be pointed out that these 

PU1ld1ngs stand with almost no desecration to their original 

4 aign. No so-called modernizing has marred the simplicity 

of t~eir facades with plate glass, false fronts, and neon signs. 

To once again restore this pile of Savannah 

q ay ijricks to their former beauty, to add the iron shutters 

~ould make t~ese buildings serve as they sho~ld as prime and 

economt4ally rewarding commercial property. 



DEMO PERMIT APPLIED FOR on June 23, 1967 . 

On phoning on SEPTEMBER 8, 1967, John Drakulis said he 

has n-e-eer heard from us about this permit, which was 

requested D. L. Henderson . 

The building is 233 East ~ay St . 

Lot 5, 2nd Tything, Reynolds Ward 

S .W. corner of Bay & Lincoln 

D. L. Henderson is the owner . 

Note in our file made in June was that 

Reid took the card - No . 13, Reynolds Ward . 

The card was found today (Sept . 8) in the 

NOTABLE CATEGORY file. 

J . Drakulis would like our report on this on Monday 

if possible . II' 
; 
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BUILDING DATA SHEET - HISTORIC SAVANNAH INVENTORY 
--1,4.L '-A .L , v . I '-'V..1.V.&. 

1 Code 

Street and Number : Ward Lot 

Architect or Builder 

Original Use Assessed Value 

Land Building Total 

Assessors 
File No. 

No. of Stories Present Use 

Basement 
1 
2 
3 

[J 
Year Bt9 ,tj Material 

Altered □ 

STYLE OF ARCHITECTURE 

Early Republic _ □ Victorian __ _______ □ 

Greek Revival ____ _ □ Not Clas3ified _____ □ 

-------------------□ 

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: 

Remarks 

Intrusion on the neighborhood : Yes □ No □ 

EVALUATION 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
National ________ __ ______ ___ _____ _ □ 
State _______ _______ _______ ___ __ ___ □ 
Community ______ __ ___ ______ ___ __ □ 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
AS AiN EXAMPLE OF ITS STYLE 

Exceptional ___ ___ __ _____ ___ ______ □ 
Excellent __ ___ ___ ___ ___ ____ ______ □ 
Good _______ ___ ___________ __ ___ __ □ 

Fair - ------ - --- - ----------- - - - ---- □ 
Poor __ __ ____ _____ __ ___ __ _____ ___ _ □ □ 

IMPORTANCE TO NEIGHBORHOOD 
Great ___ ___ __ __ ______ __ __ ________ □ 
Moderate ___ ___ ____ __ ___ __ ____ ____ □ 

Minor--- - ----- - -------- --------- - □ 

DESECRATION OF ORIGINAL DESIGNS 
None or little ____________ _________ □ 
Moderate amount ____ _____________ □ 
Considerable _____ ___ __ __ ______ __ □ 

PHYSICAL CONDITIONS 
Good Fair Poor 

Structures -------------- - - □ □ □ 
Grounds ------------------ □ □ □ 
Neighborhood - ----------- - □ □ □ [] Relation to green ___ __ ___ ___ □ □ □ 

j Date j Surveyed by j Checked by 

Total 
Score 

[] 



BUILDING DATA SHEET - HISTORIC SAVANNAH INVENTORY 
Card No. V Color 

Code I/ 
Street and Number 

221 E • . Bey St • . 

P. mt Owner 

r.. BenderAon 

Original Use 

Ward 

REYNOU:S 
Original Owner 

:S. If . R.uwe-
Assessed Value 

Lot 

Seconcl tything E. part 3 
Architect or Builder 

Assessors 
F'ile No. 

Land 4731 Building 6~94 Total 14 
No. of Stories 

Basement 
1 
2 

x 3 

Year Built 

- 1880 
Altered □ 

Present Use 

Warehouse 

Material 

Brick, eitucco f inish 

STYLE OF ARCHITECTURE 

Early Republic _ □ Victorian _________ □ 

Greek Revival_ ____ □ Not Classified _____ □ 

------------------- □ 

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: 

I 

Remarks 
Part of 9Arne structure es 213-217 E. P.ey St. Orna­
mental east iron window lintels and sills. Cast 
jron store front , 19th e. 

Intrusion on the neighborhood: Yes □ No □ 

EVALUATION 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
National _________________________ □ 

State -------------- --------------- □ 
Community ______________________ □ 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
AS AN EXAMPLE OF ITS STYLE 

Exceptional ______________________ □ 
Excellent ______________________ ___ □ 

Good-------------- ------------ --- '@ 
Fair------------------------------ □ 
Poor ----------------------------- □ 

IMPORTANCE TO NEIGHBORHOOD 

Great ----- ---------------- -------
Moderate ________________________ _ 

( Minor ____________________________ □ 

DESECRATION OF ORIGINAL DESIGNS 
None or little ______________________ ts' 
Moderate amount ____________ _____ □ 
Considerable ______________ ____ ___ □ 

PHYSICAL CONDITIONS 
Good Fair Poor 

Structures ________________ 18 □ □ 

Grounds ------------ ------ □ □ □ 

ltr l 

Total 
Score 

Neighborhood _____________ □ □ □ 

Relation to green ___________ 'Iii □ □ lill ✓ 
Date Surveyed by Checked by 



BUILDING DATA SHEET - HISTORIC SAVANNAH INVENTORY 
Ca/rd~~ o. r Color 2, Code 

Ward Lot 

REYNOLIB Second tything 5 
Str~J_f~d Number 

:2:3:1- 233 E. Bay St. 
---::1 
P. mt Owner Original Owner Architect or Builder 

D. L. Henderson - ~cL f o.cl e. \ 4-t,'(d 
Original Use Assessed Value Assessors 

File No. 
Land 

No. of Stories 

Basement 

Present Use 

Wholesal e nruggist 
1 
2 

x 3 

Y1fsi':~ 
:rm.a 19 a.. 

Material 

Brick 
Altered □ 

STYLE OF ARCHITECTURE 

Early Republic ___ □ Victorian _________ □ 

Greek Revival_ ____ □ Not Classified _____ □ 

-------------------□ 

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: 

2, 236 Building Z1 , 8?0 Total 16 
Remarks 

Brick par~pet , cornice , dentils . Stone l i ntels and 
sills. . Original cast iron store front, n..o~:iof"'"# 1 

fuoc.s i;MMf.T Po...r-
Intrusion on the neighborhood: Yes □ No □ 

EVALUATION 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

National ------------------------- D 
State ----------------------------- D 

· Community ______________________ □ 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
AS AIN EXAMPLE OF ITS STYLE 

Exceptional ______________________ □ 
Excellent _________________________ ~ 
Good ' _=:, __________________________ D 

Fair ------------------------------ D 
Poor -------------------- --------- D 

IMPORTANCE TO NEIGHBORHOOD 

Great --------------------- ------- 1;iJ 
Moderate _________________________ □ 

Minor---------------------------- □ 

DESECRATION OF ORIGINAL DESIGNS 
None or little ______________________ El 
Moderate amount _________________ □ 
Considerable _____________________ D 

PHYSICAL CONDITIONS 
Good 

Structures ________________ 181. 

Grounds ------------------ D 
Neighborhood _____________ □ 
Relation to green___________ li!] 

Fair Poor 

□ □ 
□ D 
□ D 
D □ 

[ill 

[ill 
Date I Surveyed by I Checked by r5D 
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BUILDlt~G DATA SHEET - HISTORIC SAVANNAH INVENTORY 
Card No. --.I Color 

Code 

Street and Number 

9, Lincoln t . 

F. .=nt Owner 

F.st. CA:therjne Walsh 
---------------
Original Use 

No. of Stories 

Basement 
1 

X2 
3 

1=1 
Ye~ J?:u&.c, 
1vftd 19 c • . 
Altered □ 

Present Use 

Dwelling 

Material 

Wood frame 

STYLE OF ARCHITECTURE 

Ward Lot 

REYNOLD3 Second tything N. part E. ½ 10 

Original Owner Architect or Builder 

~n'2C)~ 
Assessed Value 

Land 1980 Building 2202 Total 

Assessors 
Flle No. 

Remarks 

22 

Iow hip roof. Wood balcony on caAt iron brackets •. 
Wide board siding. 

Early Republic _ □ Victorian _________ □ 

Greek Revival_ ____ □ Not Classified ______ □ 

-------------------□ 

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: 

~ 

Z9Gt nnv 

Intrusion on the neighborhood: Yes □ No □ 

EVALUATION 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
National _________________________ □ 

State --------------------------- -- □ 
Community ______________________ □ 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
AS AIN EXAMPLE OF ITS STYLE 

Exceptional ------------------- --- □ 
Excellent _________________________ □ 
Good _____________ ____ ____________ ?iii' 

Fair ------------------------------ □ 
Poor ------------------------ ----- □ 

IMPORTANCE TO NEIGHBORHOOD 

Great ---------------------------- □ 
Moderate------ ------------------- E 
Minor ____________________________ □ 

DESECRATION OF ORIGINAL DESIGNS 
None or little______________________ □ 
Moderate amount _________________ -m 
Considerable __________________ ___ □ 

PHYSICAL CONDITIONS 
Good Fair Poor 

Structures ________________ □ 

Grounds ------------------ □ 
Neighborhood __ __ _________ □ 
Relation to green___________ □ 

Date \ Surveyed by 

~ □ 
;gr □ 
~ □ 
□ Ti(' 

\ Checked by p;j) 
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BUILDING DATA SHEET - HISTORIC SAVANNAH INVENTORY 
Card No. V Color 

Code 
'8 

Street and Number 

226 E. . Bryan st. 
f mt Owner 

John N. Crotty 

Original Use 

No. of Stories Present Use 

Basemen ---- -Grocery 
1 

X 2 -
3 

Year Built I* 90~ 

~~- CD • v~ 
Min 19 c •. 
Altered □ 

Dwelling 

Material 

tood frRine 

STYLE OF ARCHITECTURE 

Ward 

REYNOI.m 

Original Owner 

:S-oseft\~~~ 
Assessed Value 

Land 3355 Building 

Remart s~-

Lot 

S Cond tything s. part E. ! 10 

Architect or Builder 

695 Total 

Assessors 
File No. 

2· 

Iow ~ roof, , wood cornice. Brick stucco finished 
basement. High stoop entrance, , woo portico, brick 
piers;, steel steps rec-~nt.. 6}'1 1.-iq t- S/\.,;,I'\, 1 .o,.....,., ·cit. • 

Early Republic _ □ Victorian ___ ______ □ 

Greek RevivaL ____ □ Not Classified ______ □ 

-------------------□ 

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: 

zo61 onv 

Intrusion on the neighborhood: Yes □ No Ia 

EVALUATION 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
National _________________________ □ 

State - ---- ------ ------------ - - - --- □ 
Community ________________ ______ □ 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
AS AlN EXAMPLE OF ITS STYLE 

Exceptional ___ _________ ______ ____ □ 
Excellent __ ___ ___ ___ __ ____________ □ 
Good _______ ___ _______ ________ ____ ~ -

Fair ------ - ----------------------- □ 
Poor --------------- - ----- --- ----- □ 

IMPORTANCE TO NEIGHBORHOOD 

Great ----------------- -----------
Moderate ________ _______ ___ _______ ~ 
Minor _________ ___________________ □ 

DESECRATION OF ORIGINAL DESIGNS 
None or little ______________________ 2 
Moderate amount ____ ____________ _ □ 
Considerable __________________ ___ □ 

PHYSICAL CONDITIONS 
Good 

Structures _____ ___________ El' 
Grounds ____ ____________ __ □ 
Neighborhood _____________ □ 
Relation to green ___________ □ 

Fair 

□ 
~ 
B 
□ 

Poor 

□ 
0 Total 

[ill~ 
Date \ Surveyed by I Checked by F5l) 



9 Lin~Lln .:it.CeLt i:~o rtr.e ~f t 4 Lo 1 v REJnulds .~~.cd 
<Il} r , t ni I r 

" -
f 226 :Etas t Bryan Stree: Sou tn1:;G.[ t ¼ Le, t 1,) 

L 

E,,-,st l,. ,1.ot 1 ·~ 
- " V ' 

1809 : . ~ . Davia Kjefe: .!::,:..st ~ l ot 1 O -, 

18 13 , Da vid Ki e fer (K 21 ) will ; 3/4 .1 0t 10 to r. i , two C.81.~0h t 1:; r ;:; , .e. ..'..i za.be t h 

0athe rine and Susannah, share an'.l share &like .•.• t he ol!te r--j 

belongs "tom:;- son-in-law , John George Hirsher, a minor, who 

has agreed to dispose of it to me for the sum of $220. wh~ 

he beco~es of age ••••• executors to buy said¼ lot and s~me shall 

be given to daughters •••••. it is my will and desire that if the 

rents and payments of the esta te shall exceed the su:n necessary 

to educate and support of children, that the surplus be 

appropriated to the building of a house on the unimproved 

part of the lot of land hereby devised to my daughters so as 

to make said lot equal in value as nearly as may be to the land 

I devised to my son, David." ~.B. The son apparently died 

and Heisler did not comply with support or education of the 

daughte r s . ~ith this complaint against Heisler, it would seem 
·1 • .• ,. 

that no hoJ.se was built./ ~' 1 
_). I 

181 6 , Fe~ruary 10 (2 3 144) Es t. of D~ vi d Kiefer to ~homa s ~ilson, h ous e 

carpente ~, a l ea s e f or 10 ye ars f rom J aa~a r y 1 18 16 , f o~ J 25 . 

ac.::.'-"-8.:,_: •••• at t."i1e e11J of the ~e r m "I'hon:as di ls on s::1a::1 te, 

allowe; ~a r emcVP t~e h~ildiLCS wnic n rr~y t heL be renteQ upon 

as va:ue of sJjd hou~e , beirr~ t~e eitiffiated valuE of t he old 

on saiu p i s1.:e cf gcound when tn.P E~ id '::ho:n·.s ,dlsor .. tock 



9 L.:.u·ol1'.'1 Street Lot 1 l, ltey.no.l ds ; ard 
?nd Iythinc 

tnctt t~b rid r~om0s Jilson be allowed 3 mucths &1ter th~ 

expirat-ion ,)f t:1e 1 r c1se to m,i,<e suer~ r1;;;:::10val on vht: condition 

~ror~s~•d he or tney (heirs etc .) paydii rent at the rate 

aforesaid for such 3 monti,s . 11 

1816 T. D. Thomas Wilson bds . part lot 10, 3rd Ty . Reynolds $100. bds. 

1816, July 22 (2 G 145) Thomas Jilson to John Delberghe for ;500 . transfers 
ti 

the lease on the lot and all and every the buildings, houses etc 
\ 

on sald lot. 

1817 T.D. JOlfll Delberghe bds. pt. lot 10, 2nd. Reyonlds 11000. bds. 

1819 T.D. fl " bds. 1. lot 10 Boo . " 2 

1820 T.D. 11 ff II 800. II 

1 821 T.D. fl " " 800. II 

1822 T.D. Missing 

1823 T.D. II 

1824 T.D . Not Delberghe , not Wilson 

:>avid Kiefer 1 lot 10 -2 500. lot 

1827 ·:!: . D. II II east II 500. II 

1330 T.D. 
,, 

" II II 500 . II 

1 831 I.D. 1\ie ft=_. rn.'...::,sins 

1832 r.r • . D. 
,, ,, 

II 

1334 T.J . f}li 1 ~ [1 ;iG.i tE: 
,. 600. lot 

1834, April:,'? 0 /L~';l) Pcilip .'laite, Sussann2.h (Kiefer) :faite, Blizabe tL. 

~ ~'S9) }audry :. pr,~_rentl2.1 , td im:neji -:,.ti:-ly sold the & lot to Antonio1- Rossj 



1 ~ .. : . J. Ant· n'Lon .K. ... ) t-- - L't 1 J -J / ..., . lc.,t, 
~ 

133 r . ..., . (.,Tu se 'n .Rosse i rr1p • i Jot L ) "J'J..,;. "' . "I 

13 ,, •r ' " " l'Ti~,. lut 1 J ,... r' '. fl 
"'- . ;.) ,. :,, J~) ,, 

·, lot 10 

1835 - " ..... .!..; • Mis s in;: 

1830 I'. D. ~is2i11cc:; 

1 84C' T .. D. Jo se ph Ros se l.. lot "1.- 10 and imp. 1000. lot + imp. 

1841 T.D. " " ,grocer II 12JO. '' I! 
+ 

1643 T.D. If II fl ff 1000. I! It 
+ 

1844 T.D. II II tJ 1500. II 
+ " 

1845 T.D. " ff It 1500. II " + 

1846 T.D. II It I! 1500. II 
+ 

II 

1847 T.D. II " ft 1500 . II " + 

1848 T.D. fl It ft 1500. II II 
+ 

1849 T.D. " II fl 1200. II 
+ 

II 

1850 T.J. fl ft ft 1200 . II fl + 

1851 T. D. ft ft If 1200. fl 
+ fl 

1352 I.:;). " ft " 1800. fl " + 

185) 1' 'r"' " fl " 25JJ. 
,, 

If 
-..1.J. + 

1854 s:: . ;J . ff fl I! 30CJJ . !f II 
+ 

1354 'f'\ f 
,, f! ff --5ooc.,. t:..'X·~':)l.:; .- • li.. ,ijl 

1 3u 1 'r ' II " . ,::.,· ·,' lot . 2~)00. 1 ·:!~)r·ovt:'I!~n~s ~ .. .t1 •• rc..\..\jJ,. ( 

1 36•, T . ... ""i . " 
,. 

\ 
,, 

" r, , '·), ~ . If 

' ' . -+ r 

127 Tl t.i,., . 
,. 

,vJ . ff '\ ,-
L • ➔ er~ i ., • 

) 1871 .,, . I! ,, ,, 
:::,) 'O . " J ~ ...... ~ 

j_ • .n.. r ., ...I J • 

137c, 1 . ... ~ . II fl ., 
rJ:_)Q,J • 1• :- ~o:; . H 

t 
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• r 

· 9 Lin-- o l.r... _ tr"e t 

• J., • "1 • 

1 OYv-)-+ m _j 
...L ....... 

1900-04 T.A. 

* 
1888 'l'?A . 

1 l 

fl II 

)lortl 1 of C&'"' t t -z 
/ l-l()Qj 

""\ r tne:·ri21e . 1 ' ..., _ • ~ :1_ S fl 

SoutJ:1 o..C east l 1 wood 2 

Jhat. Real. &: invest. Jo. 

l'~ 
1 of E 1. ~1alsh 3 wood 2 ;~ ' 

s .1. of E 1. J. 1. l\1cc~ r-"-11 .. 1 8 2, J. d. v JJ' 

Catherine Walsh N½ of E½ 

Thom. M. Hens~n S½ of E½ 

l . 
I ) . i:r.t • " 

;, . I 
' 

I 

>-< L: II ?r7::s .. II , , . .!. 

'J50. 
,, 

+ 900 . " 

650 . If 1200. " + 

550. fl 
+ io¢. dOO . imp. 

wood 650. II 1200. imp. + 
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to John ~eloer •. io mention i s made in the tax dl i es t s o f 1J 24, (I nave 
of an~ buildin3s on this half lot. 

read the e~tire dilest .) therefore lt seems possible tbh~ Jelberge and or 

Thoma s ~il s on r~movdi the house as was agreed in the original lease. 

In 13(~ the he iFs of David Kiefer sold the lot to John Gaud~y and he 

in turn to Joseph Rosse. The first mention of improvements on tne lot 

under Rosse is in the 1836 tax digest. This indic ates that Rosse built a 

house in 1835 ■ Valued at ~500. it was a rather small building. This might 

well nave been on the northeast corner of the lot, the location of the present 

19 Linco ln. As Dinah Pascal pointe:l out in the A.S.C. report , Rosse was 

listed in the tax digest as a '' groce r" , and it is conceivable that he built 

a store with perhaps living quarters above . Later , when he beca~e more 

affluent (ne is later called "merchant " in the tax digest.) he built 

another buiLding on the southeast co r ner of the l ot, the location of 226 

East 3r,:,ran Street. This building probably was comple te d 1852- 53 wh,.>n we 

flnd l~ri e i ccreasc in the value of improvements . 

cd t:. r 0 is 3, s imila.c.i t7 b"'tween 19 Lincoln .qnd other ~10uses built 

it f~,e,,- :.r: t •1.: 1 1) - 1359 r e riod, it _probably d.at2s to 1335. A stud;y of 

1n 11 • A 

1 8Pi£J. . 



Card No. Color 
Code BUILDING DATA SHEET - HISTORIC SAVANNAH INVENTORY 

Street and Number 3.;2. f16'i- {2 c..u"2, Ward Lot 

Congress & Abercorn Sts. '?t v REYNOLDS Fourth tything ,2 ,,3 

F _::1.t Owner 

Savannah 'I'tleatres Co. 

Original Use 

No. of Stories 

Basement 
1 
2 

x;,3 

Year Built 

-ES!:ly 20 c • . 
Altered □ 

Present Use 

lt.ovie thefltre 

Material 

Brick 

STYLE OF ARCHITECTURE 

Original Owner 

Assessed Value 

Land 56, 991 Building 

Remarks 

Architect or Builder 

39, 967 Total 

Early Republic . _ □ Victorian _________ □ 

Greek Revival_ ____ □ Not Classified __ ____ □ 

------------------- □ 
OTHER DOCUMENTATION: 

Adjacent to RE'YNOLIB Square. 

Intrusion on the neighborhood: Yes □ No □ 

EVALUATION 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
National _______________ __ ________ □ 

State ---------- ----------------- -- □ 
Community ______________________ □ 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
AS AlN EXAMPLE OF ITS STYLE 

Exceptional ______ ________________ □ 
Excellent __ ______________ _________ □ 

Good-- ---------------- - - --------- 1Z! 
Fair------------------------------ □ 
Poor ---------- ----------- -------- □ 

IMPORTANCE TO NEIGHBORHOOD 

Great ---------------------------- □ 
Moderate ____________ _____________ Ii( 
Minor----------- - ---------------- Bl 

DESECRATION OF ORIGINAL DESIGNS 

None or little_~-------------------- □ 
Moderate amount ____________ _____ ~ 
Considerable _____________________ □ 

PHYSICAL CONDITIONS 
Good Fair Poor 

Structures ---------------- □ □ □ 
Grounds ------------------ □ □ □ 
Neighborhood ------------- □ □ □ 
Relation to green ___________ □ □ □ 

Assessors 
File No. 

[] 
Total 
Score 

~ 
~061 DO\' Date \ Surveyed by \ Checked by PSD 



LYNES REALTY COMPANY 
REALTORS 

JOHN W. SANDERS 
Vice Presiden t 

Historic Savannah Foundation, Inc. 
P. O. Box 1771 
Savannah, Georgia 

120 ST . JULIAN STREET, EAST 

SA V A N NA H, GEOR G I A 

May 22, 1967 

Attention: Mr. J. Reid Williamson, Executive Director 

Gentlemen: 

This office has been authorized by the owner of the "Pink 
House" at 23 Abercorn Street, fronting on Reynolds Square, to offer 
it for sale. 

Mr. William L. Schwanebeck, the owner, has instructed us to 
contact you prior to offering the property in order that you may 
be informed and perhaps interested in purchasing and preserving 
this property. 

I would be pleased to hear from you at your convenience 
prior to our entering into the promotion of the sale of this 
property. 

Yours'\very tf ly, 
. ; ,-/ l -JC 

.,· t l'v'YV . 
I 

---::,J~✓--J;_ 
John..,.W-' Sanders 

JWS :au 

cc: Mr. William L. Schwanebeck 



BUILDING DATA SHEET - HISTORIC SAVANNAH INVENTORY 
Card No. ~ olor 

Code 

Street and Number 
?.1 sic , 

4bereorn & st. Julian Sts. 

F mt Owner 

Est. l•ary J. Robert-9 

Original Use 

No. of Stories 

BasementX 
1 
2 

Y.3 

Year Built 

1:frtfr f ~/ 3 
Altered □ 

Present Use 

par-t-,ment 

Material 

Br:i.ek 

STYLE OF ARCHITECTURE 

Ward Lot 

REYNOLIS Trm1t lot e,_st psrt of north ! •T• 

Original Owner 

01 ;Jer s+ur~es 
Architect or Builder 

Assessed Value 

Land 40, 920 Building 7902 

Remarks 

•Oliver Sturges House. 

Total 

Assessors 
F'ile No. 

29 

Gable roof . end parapets. Stone lint~ls an1 sills. 
Small face brick laid in Flemish bond; bas~ment 
walls stucco. Front entrance door , elli tical 
stone architrave and transom light, side lights: 
same 100tjf re eate on secon -story doorway. Wood 
·portico , stone porch and steps , cast iron balustrade. 
OctAgon~l bar at rear ; brick par~ ets and dentil 
ooi ses , flat brick wjndow heads ,. door with round 
br:i. ok ~rch head and fan light. 
Plan il l.ustrated in Nichols. 

(Over for History ) 
Early Republic __ □ Victorian _________ □ 

Greek Revival_ ____ □ Not Classified _____ □ 

----------------,.---□ 

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: 

ohols 

Faces REYNOLD3 Square. 

Intrusion on the neighborhood: Yes □ No □ 

EVALUATION 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
National ___ ____________________ __ D 

State - - - -- - ------ --- - ------- - - - --- □ 
Community ________ ______________ □ 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
AS AN EXAMPLE OF ITS STYLE 

'- Exceptional ______________ ______ __ ,o 
Excellent ______________ ____ ____ __ _ ~ 
Good __________ ___________________ D 

Fair------------------------------ □ 
Poor ------ ------ --- -------------- □ 

IMPORTANCE TO NEIGHBORHOOD 

Great - ------ ---- ---------------- - 1iQ 
Moderate __ _______________________ □ 

Minor-- -------------------------- □ 

DESECRATION OF ORIGINAL DESIGNS 
None or little __ ________________ __ __ ~ 
Moderate amount __________ _______ □ 
Considerable __ ______ __________ ___ □ 

PHYSICAL CONDITIONS 
Good 

Structures ____ ________ ___ _ 
Grounds ____ ________ ______ □ 
Neighborhood _____________ □ 
Relation to green___________ ~ 

Fair Poor 

□ □ 
'@ □ 
~ □ 
□ D 

Total 

~ I filJ 
Date Surveyed by Checked by 



Built in 1818 by Oliver Sturges,, a prominent merchant of 
Savannah. His ~artner Benjamin Burroughs built a duplicate 
house adjoining it on the site now occupied by the John 
Wesley Hotel. Sutrges & Burroughs owned a two-fifths interest 
in the Steamship Savannah. It was in the Sturges•s drawing room 
that plans were made for sending that vessel on the first steam 
crossing of the Atlantic. in May 1819. The octagonal room at 
the rear is an early addition (made before 1837), the third story 
is a later one (made after 1837). A later owner o~ this house 
was Hiram Roberts, merchant, bank president, and leading citizen 
of Savannah. 

( 

( 





- ,-



\___, Two Townhouses For Restoration 
In Heart of Savannah's National Historic District 

L 

The Oliver Sturges House on Reynolds Square 
And The Stoddard-Lawton House on Chippewa Square 

Offered by the Historic Savannah Foundation, Inc. 

0 
0\ 
00 
0 00 

00 -'.2l 

i 



Beautiful original mantel in 15 West Perry St. 

~ 

' 
~ ., 

' ■ ' 3 

Parlor floor mantel in Sturges House; exterior on cover 

FOR RESIDENCE,S, OFfICES OR SH( 
2 of the Foundations lJest Acquisitions for Rt 

The Historic Savannah Foundation, Inc., is 
one of America's most alert, well organized and 
well financed corporations for the saving and res­
toration of this nation's architectural treasures. 

The Foundation's work in restoring the great 
squares and early buildings of Savannah is ac­
claimed nationally, and has formed the pattern 
for similar associations in other historic cities of 
America. 

The Foundation members are now reaching 
to out-of-town individuals and groups to invest 
in and restore the many beautiful, sound and 
valuable structures which they have acquired in 
their program of bringing back to useful life the 
heart of old Savannah. 

Here are two very good examples of the build-
ings which are for sale by the Foundation: 

#80890-A- A 20-room residence facing Chip­
pewa Square, in good structural condition, in a 
good area of similar fine early residences, and a 
block from the new DeSoto-Hilton complex. 
#80890-B- The Oliver Srurges House, bui , an 
owner of the steamship "Savannah." Has a rear 
Octagonal Living Room considered one of the most 
unusual in the city. Across from The Pink House, 
a landmark in the restoration project. 

These two buildings are both important in 
the Foundation's program and have architectural 

significance and value. Each 
beautiful squares for which th 
They are within walking distan< 
center, the post office, sho1 
churches. 

Built as the private homes 
influential businessmen, the bu 
restored to their original eleg, 
much of the ornamental plaster 
bellished the main salons; t1 
marble fireplace mantels in ma 
windows have original cast iron 
are 20 rooms in each house, on 
the basement level. Each has a s1 
in the back, leading to a carriag 
serving of restoration. 

These two buildings could al 
new life as professional office 
surrounding area already has < 

professional structures and zonii 

sruS·p;,:::.uildings could be scho 

The Historic Foundation will 
sible assistance in the technical I 
toration, and also will assist in p 
tenants in the completed structu 

Matched arches in Sturges House 



1IDENC~S, OFfICES OR SHOPS 
1tion 's lJest Acquisitions for Restoration 
:<oundation, Inc., is 
well organized and 
r the saving and res­
itectural treasures. 

restoring the great 
of Savannah is ac­
formed the pattern 
1er historic cities of 

; are now reaching 
1d groups to invest 
autiful, sound and 
:y have acquired in 
ck to useful life the 

tmples of the build-
Foundation: 

;idence facing Chip­
:ural condition, in a 
rly residences, and a 
[ilton complex . . r 
;es House, brn , an 
vannah." Has a rear 
:lered one of the most 
)m The Pink House, 
,roject. 

both important in 
l have architectural 

significance and value. Each faces one of the 
beautiful squares for which the city is famous. 
They are within walking distance of the financial 
center, the post office, shops, schools and 
churches. 

Built as the private homes of wealthy and 
influential businessmen, the buildings could be 
restored to their original elegance. Both have 
much of the ornamental plasterwork which em­
bellished the main salons; there are carved 
marble fireplace mantels in many rooms; lower 
windows have original cast iron balconies. There 
are 20 rooms in each house, on three floors and 
the basement level. Each has a small garden area 
in the back, leading to a carriage house, also de­
serving of restoration. 

These two buildings could also embark on a 
new life as professional office buildings. The 
surrounding area already has commercial and 
P.rofessional structures and zoning permits such 

. The buildings could be schools, apartments, 
snops, etc. 

The Historic Foundation will proffer all pos­
sible assistance in the technical problems of res­
toration, and also will assist in placing desirable 
tenants in the completed structures. 

Matched arches in Sturges House 

0 
°'-
00 
0 00 

00 00 
\D 

a z 

#> 

The Stoddard-Lawton House at 15 West Perry St. 

Front doors of 15 West Perry house are beautifully carved 
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TABLE OF FACTS 

NO. 80890-A-NO. 15 WEST PERRY ST. 

In good structural condition, rated of State historical significance 
and of great importance to its neighborhood. Little or no desecra­
tion of its original design; Victorian of 1860 era, with Italianate 
influence. Well worth restoration. 

LOCATION: Fa:ces Chippewa Square in the National 
Historic District. Neighbors include similar fine resi­
dences, the Savannah Theater ( circa 1818), and Daniel 
Chester French's bronze statue of General Oglethorpe. 1 
block from DeSoto-Hilton complex, shops, churches, 
schools. Ideal for private residence, professional offices, 
or institutional use. 

PROPERTY: Lot 60'x90'. 60' frontage on street. Rear 
area between house and coach house could transform 
into lovely garden. 

RESIDENCE: 20 rooms (6,888 sq. ft.) Circa 1860. 
Brick construction, stucco finish. Brick foundation. Tin 
roof, wooden cornices and ornamental brackets. Arched 
cast-iron window and door pediments; cast-iron balconies 
on ground floor windows. Random width floorboards. All 
utilities available. 

FLOOR PLAN: 3 floors and basement have same basic 
room layout. Entrance Hall ( 23'x9'), central stairwell. 
Room #1 (15'x23'). Room #2 (15'xl8'). Room #3 
( 18'x23'). Room #4 ( 18'xl8'). Fireplace with marble 
mantelpiece in each original room. No kitchen, plumbing, 
heating, etc. -

HISTORY: Prominent owners included John Stod­
dard, merchant of Factors Walk, 1857-67; Wm. Hunter, 
merchant, 1870; Alexander R. Lawton, 1874-85, during 
which he was Assembly member, vice-president of Geor­
gian Constitutional Convention, leader of delegations to 
2 Democratic Natl. Conventions, and a prominent attor­
ney; also a Confederate Army General and U.S. Minister 
to Austria in the Cleveland Administration. 

NO. 80890-8-NO. 27 ABERCORN ST. 
THE OLIVER STURGE.S HOUSE 

Of exceptional architectural and historical interest, with famous 
Octagonal Room. In good structural condition, with little or no 
desecration of original design. Described in architectural and 
historical works. A splendid building for restoration. 

LOCATION: On west side of Reynolds Square, across 
St. Julian St. from landmark Pink House ( circa 1789). 
Both houses are lone survivors of Fire of 1820, and now 
part of the city's heritage. Well-located for private resi­
dence, offices, private school, etc. 

PROPERTY: Corner lot, 30' on Abercorn St., 180' on 
St. Julian St., 30' on Drayton St. Small garden in rear, with 
Coach House which could be a garage for cars. 

RESIDENCE: 20 rooms. Built 1818. Federal style. 
Small-face brick laid in Flemish bond; brick foundation; 
tin roof with brick parapets. Stone lintels and sills; ellip­
tical stone architrave and transom lights on door and 
upper window. Wood casement windows, 9/ 9 lights. 
Heart of pine floors. All utilities available. Much fine 
plaster work and wood detail_ 

FLOOR PLAN-PARLOR FLOOR: Wood portico over 
stone entry porch, cast-iron balustrade. Entry ( 9'xl8'); 
inner Hall with staircase. Room # 1 (15'x20'), fireplace. 
Room #2 (15'x20'), fireplace. Room #3 (15'x28'), 
beautiful octagonal bay window, rear garden door with 
round brick arch head and fan lights. Room #4 (9'xl2'), 
could be kitchen. 

2ND FLOOR & BASEMENT: Same basic plan as above. 
3RD FLOOR: 4 Rooms (9'xl8', 18'xl5', 18'xl2', 

9'xl5') . 
HISTORY: Built by Oliver Sturges, leading business­

man who with his partner Benjamin Burroughs owned 
2 / 5 interest in Steamship Savannah, first steam vessel to 
cross the Atlantic, in 1819. House owned later by Hiram 
Roberts, bank president and merchant, whose family sold 
it in 1963. House was center of hospitality in late 19th 
century. Architectural merit attested by Professor Fred­
erick Nichols, by the Historic American Buildings survey 
for Library of Congress, and by University of Virginia 
survey. 

Purchasers must agree to certain covenants of the Historic Savannah 
Foundatian, Inc., with respect to exterior alterations, future re-sale, and 
restoration within time limit. 
The Historic Savannah Foundation has other fine historic properties for 
purchase. 

#80890-A OFFERED AT $55,000 

#80890-B OFFERED AT $92,500 

PREVIEWS LISTING No_ 80890 
Offering is subject to errors, omissions, prior sale, change or withdrawal 

without notice, and approval of purchaser by owner. 





THE OLIVER STUB.GES HOUSE 

The Oliver Sturges House , which flanks the Pink House on 
the west side of Reynolds Square , is a notable Savannah 
landmark , both because of its historical associations and 
its architectural value . 

It was built in 1818 for Oliver Sturges , a noted merchant 
and banker , and one of the five Savdnnah businessmen who 
owned the S . S . Sav3nnah , and in 1819 launched this vessel 
on its historic maiden voyage across the Atlantic . 

In 1820 Sav:mnah was devastated by a great fire , which 
burned many houses in the neighborhood of Reynolds Square . 
The Pink House and the Oliver Sturges House happily 
escaped destruction . 

For many years the Sturges House was the center of hospital­
ity , both under the ownership of Oliver Sturges and of Hiram 
Roberts , whose family has just sold the property . 

The arch~tectural merit of the house is nationally recog­
nized . The octagonal room at the rear is a distinctive 
feature . The ho11c:: 0 appears in Profes sor Frederick Nichols ' 
book on early Georgia architecture , and is given high 
praise by the a uthor . Photographs of it have been taken 
by the Historic American Buildings Survey for filing in the 
Library of Congress . In the survey done in the summer of 
1962 f or Historic Savannah by a team from the University of 
Virginia the outstanding merit of the house waR noted . Recog­
nition from these three sources shows the national Character 
of its fame . 

Sav01nnah people have long felt this house to be inseparably 
linked to their heritage . Beside the pleasure of looking at 
the building itself , they enjoy locating it in the famous 
painting of Savannah made in 1837 by the artist Firman Cerveau . 
This paintlng was formerly on display in the Telfair Academy , 
and is now to be seen in Hodgson Hall , home of the Georgia 
Historical Society . 

Lone survivors of an early era , the Pink House and the Oliver 
Sturges House give an air of great distinction to one of 
Savanna h ' s famous downtown squares . 



OLIVER STURGES HOUSE 

Building Data Sheet, H.S.F. Invento~y: 

27 Abercorn St. & St. Julian St., REYNOLDS WARD, Trust 
Lot East part of north½ "T". Oliver Sturges, original owner. 
ResidRnce, basement and 3 stories. Built 1818 of brick, the 
dBscription of the house is as follows: gable roof, end parapets. 
Stone lintels and sills. Small face brick laid in Flemish bond; 
basement walls stucco. Front entrance door, ellipitical stone 
architrave and transom light, side lights; same motif repeated 
pm second-story doorway . Wood portico, stone porch and steps, 
cast iron balustrade. Ictagonal bar at rear; brick parapets 
and dentil courses, flat brick window heads, door with round 
brick arch head and fan light. (Plan illustrated in Nichols). 

The house is evaluated as follows: National Historical 
Significance, Exceptional Architectural Significance as an 
Example of its Style, Great Importance to Neighborhood, Little 
Desecration of Original Designs, and th e structures are in good 
condit ion though the grounds and neighborhood are in only fair 
condition. The total points awarded this house are 96. 

Built in 1818 by Oliver Sturges, a prominent merchant 
of Savannah. His partne r Benjamin Burroughs built a duplicate 
house adjoining it on the site now occupied by the John Wesley 
Hotel. Sturges & Burroughs owned a two-fifths interest in the 
Steamship Savannah. It was in the Sturges' drawing room that 
plans were made for sending that vessel on the first steam 
crossing of the Atlantic, in May 1819. The octagonal room 
at the rear is an early addition ( made before 1837), the 
third story is a later (made after 18 37 ) . A later owner of 
this house was Hiram Roberts, merchant, bank president and 
leading citizen of Savannah. 

Walter C. Hartridge Information: 

The Oliver Sturges House, which flanks the Pink House 
on the west side of Reynolds Square, is a notable Savannah 
landmark, both because of its historical associations and its 
architectural value. 

It was built in 1818 for Oliver Sturges, a noted 
merchant and banker , and one of the five Savannah businessmen 
who owned the S.S. Savannah, and in 1819 launched this vessel 
on its historic maiden voyage across the Atlantic. 

In 1820, Savannah was devastated by a great fire, which 
burned many houses in the neighborhood of Reynolds Square. The 
Pink House and the Oliver Sturges House happily escaped des­
truction. 

For many years the Sturges House was the center of 
hospitality, both under the ownership of Oliver Sturges and of 
Hiram Roberts, whose family has just sold the property. 

The architectural merit of the house is nationally 
recognized. The octagonal room at the rear is a distinctive 



Walter c. Hartridge can't: 

feature. The house appears in Professor Nichols' book on early 
Georgia Architecture, and is given high praise by the arthor. 
Photographs of it have been taken by the Historic American 
Buildings Survey for filing in the Library of Congress. In the 
survey done last summer for Historic Savannah by a team from the 
University of Virginia, the outstanding merit of the house was 
noted. Recognition from these three sources shows the national 
character of its fame. 

Savannah people have long felt this house to be insep­
erably linked to their heritage. Beside the pleasure of looking 
at the building itself, they enjoy locating it in the famous 
painting of Savannah made in 1837 by the artist Firman Cerveau. 
This painting was formerly on display in the Telfair Academy 
and is now to be seen in Hodgson Hall, home of the Georgia 
Historical Society. 

Lone survivors of an early era, the Pink House and 
the Oliver Sturges House give an air of great distinction to 
one of Savannah's famous downtown squares. 

The Early Architecture of Georgia, Nichols: 

The Oliver Sturges house, 1818, Reynolds Square, rep­
resents the typical early nineteenth-century row house character­
istic of all of the colonies. Its asymmetry was dictated by the 
narrow corner lot, the hall being placed on the inside wall. 
There is a beautiful octagonal bay at the rear ••• A fine transi­
tional type of brick cornice with dentils remains on the rear 
of the Sturges house ••• The Sturges house has a fine mantel 
with panelled pilasters, a delicate cornice with dentils, and 
a frieze with three wooden sunbursts. 
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You are cordially invited 

to attend 

the opening ceremonies 

of the 

Oliver Sturges House 

new headquarters of 

Morris Newspaper Corporation 

September 20, 1973 

2:00 o'clock P.M. 

The historic Oliver Sturges House built in 1813 has been purchased and restored 
by Morris Newspaper Corporation as its new headquarters in Savannah, Georgia. 
This building, which is listed in the National Registry, is inseparably linked to 
the heritage of Savannah, Georgia, and the United States. 

It is located on the site where Tohn Wesley had his parsonage when he lived 
·,. Savannah from 1737-1738. Here, Wesley experienced what he called his second 

mversion which ultimately led to the founding of the Methodist Church. Several 
of Wesley's hymns were written here. Later the parsonage became a school 
house which made way for the present building. 

Oliver Sturges, a prominent merchant of Savannah bought the site in 1812 and built 
the house next year. Sturges was one of the owners of the Steamship Savannah 
which was the first steamship to cross the Atlantic. In 1819 plans were formulated 
in the famous octagonal room of the Sturges House for this epochal voyage. 

The Oliver Sturges House was saved from demolition in 1964 by Historic Savannah 
Foundation and purchased by Morris Newspaper Corporation in 1971. 

The Sturges House is a sophisticated example of the federal style of architecture. 
It contains original mantels, cornices, wooden sunbursts, brick ovens, and many 
other period appointments. 

A complete exterior and interior restoration has been accomplished. 



Card No. 

BUILDING DATA SHEET - HISTORIC SAVANNAH INVENTORY 2-
Color 
Code 

Street and Number 

2?5 &y St. 

P mt Owner 

D. L. Henderson 

Original Use 

No. of Stories 

Basement 
1 

JC2 

Year Built 

c. 1890 
Altered D 

3 

Present Use 

Wholesale grocery 

Material 

Brick 

STYLE OF ARCHITECTURE 

Ward Lot 4-
REYNOUS Second tything ~ 

Original Owner Architect or Builder 

Assessed Value 

Land 11, 696 Building 16,515 Total 

Remarks 

Assessors 
File No. 

L5 

Brick parapet, and corbell ed cornice. Ornamental 
brick window heads •. 

Early Republic _ D Victorian _________ D 

Greek Revival_ ____ D Not Classified _____ D 

------------------- D 

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: 

✓ 

See 22J.1 E. Bey Street 

( Go.r-cl -t I 0 

( ) 

Intrusion on the neighborhood: Yes D No □ 

EVALUATION 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
National _________________________ D 

State -------------------------- - -- D 
Community ______________________ D 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
AS AIN EXAMPLE OF ITS STYLE 

Exceptional __ ____________________ □ 
Excellent _________________________ D 
Good ____________ ________________ _ 

Fair------------------------------ E1 
Poor ----------------------------- D 

IMPORTANCE TO NEIGHBORHOOD 

Great ---------------------------- D 
Moderate _________________________ ijl_ 

Minor ---------------------------- D 

DESECRATION OF ORIGINAL DESIGNS 
None or little ______________________ D 
Moderate amount _________________ D 
Considerable _____________________ D 

PHYSICAL CONDITIONS 
Good 

Structures ________________ J& 
Grounds ------------------ D 
Neighborhood _____________ D 
Relation to green ___________ ~ 

Fair Poor 

D D 
D D 
D D 
D □ 

Total 
Score 

~l(El 
I Date \ Surveyed by \ Checked by p; .D 




