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On October 18,2013, the Georgia Legal
Services Program co-sponsored an LGBT
Legal Forum for Law Students and the
Private Bar at the Savannah Law School



A Conversation with our Transgender Community About
Legal
Protections and Benefits:

A Community Forum on Transgender Legal Issues, sponsored by the Georgia Legal Services Program,
Inc.(GLSP)
with the support of Savannah Pride, Inc.

Speaker: Cole ThaIer, Supervising Attorney for GLSP, former Transgender Litigation specialist for
Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund

When: August 19", 7:00 p.m
Where: Unitarian Universalist Church, 311 Harris Street, Rahn Hall (the fellowship
hall)

The Georgia Legal Services Program, Inc. (“GLSP”), with the support of Savannah Pride, Inc., will be
bringing to Savannah an attorney with specialized knowledge to speak to and with the local transgender
community.

Transgender people in Georgia may have a variety of legal needs relating to their gender identity. We
live in a state that gives no intentional recognition to transgender individuals, and the laws can even be
hostile to transgender lives. However, many transgendered/interested individuals may be surprised that
there are benefits and protections available to them, in spite of this. Cole Thaler, an attorney who has
litigated transgender issues, and who is now a supervising attorney with the Georgia Legal Services
Program, will be available for one night to speak on the rights of transgender individuals, and to answer
guestions which members of our community may wish to have answered.

Transgender persons have presented to GLSP with various legal issues. They may need help changing
names and sex designations, accessing necessary medical care, and fighting back against discrimination in
employment and other areas. Some transgender people may face even more challenges when it comes to
accessing public benefits, housing, and other necessities. Come join Georgia Legal Services Program for
a discussion about the rights of transgender Georgians and the community’s most pressing needs.

**As part of GLSP’s “Cementing LGBT Relationships”, any Igbt attendee will have the opportunity to complete and execute a
legally compelling advance directive for healthcare(sometimes call “healthcare power of attorney”), which will allow them to
designate the person they choose to speak for them on healthcare matters.

g Georgia Legal Services Program®

¥ The mission of the Georgia Legal Services Program is to provide access to justice and opportunities out of poverty for Georgians
with low-incomes. Our lawyers and paralegals provide the help that reflects your community's values of fairness, equality, and
responsibility to assist others in need. This is one event in a series sponsored by GLSP to provide legal information to Georgia’s
LGBT community.

Robert W. Bush

Senior Staff Attorney

Savannah Regional Office

Georgia Legal Services Program, Inc.
Direct: (912)651-2283 X2760



IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

8
8
In Re: g . ) )
Civil Action File No.
8
8
8
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME
Petitioner, , files this Petition to Change Name and Shows the
following:
1.
Petitioner, , resides at
In County, Georgia.
2.

Petitioner is of the age of majority, having been born in

on

3.

Petitioner desires to change his/her name from to

4.

The reasons such a change in name is requested are as follows:




ot

This Petition is not submitted with the intention of defrauding another of any

rights.
WHEREFORE, Petitioner respectfully prays that his/her name be changed
from to
Respectfully submitted, this day of , 20

Petitioner pro se

Petitioner’s Address

Petitioner’s telephone number



In court:

|. Name

2. Address

3. Age

4. | am requesting this court to change my legal

name from to

5. | am requesting a name change because......
6. By filing this petition | have no intention of

defrauding anyone of their rights.
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

8
8

Civil Action File No.

In Re:

wn W W LN N

VERIFICATION
Personally appeared before me the undersigned who on oath states that the facts set

forth in this Complaint are true and cbtoethe best of his/her knowledge and belief.

Plaintifpro se

Sworn and subscribed before me
This____ dayof , 20

Notary Public, State of Georgia

MyCommissioExpires




IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA
§
§
§
§ Civil Action File No.
In Re: §
§
§
§
NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE NAME
GEORGIA, County
Notice is hereby given that , the undersigned, filed his
petition to the Superior Court of County, Georgia on the
day of ,20___, praying for a change in
the name of petitioner from
to . Notice is herehy given

pursuant to law to any interested or affected party to appear in said Court and to file
objections to such name change. Objections must be filed with said Court within 30 days
of the filing of said petition.

This day of , 20

Petitioner



IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

Civil Action File No.

In Re:

wnN WON WON UGN UGN LOnN

FINAL ORDER

The above and foregoing Petition to Change Name coming on to be heard pursuant
to law, and it appearing that notice has been published pursuant to law and that no
objections have been timely filed, and it further appearing that sufficient grounds exist for
the granting of the relief prayed for in said Petition and that no reason appears showing

why said prayers should not be granted,

@ That the name of , Petitioner, be changed to
, Year of Birth:

and

() That such name change shall not operate to authorize petitioner to
fraudulently deprive others of any legal rights under the law.

SO ORDERED, this day of , 20

JUDGE, Superior Court
Southern Judicial Circuit

Presented by:

Petitioner pro se



IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

In re (FULL NAME) )

)
Petitioner )

)

) Civil Action File No.:

)

)

)

)

)

PETITION TO CHANGE BIRTH CERTIFICATE

Comes now _(Full Legal Name) , pro se, and petitions this Honorable Court to grant a

change in Petitioner’s birth certificate pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 31-10-23(e), and in support shows

as follows::

Petitioner 1s a resident of County and 1s subject to the jurisdiction of this

Court.

[ am the age of majority, having been born _ (Date of Birth) . Attached as Exhibit “A”

is a copy of birth my certificate.



Although my sex appears as “ ,” I wish to have my sex legally

changed to “

| have undergone sex reassignment surgery by _ (Name of your doctor) , a medical

doctor, to irreversibly alter my anatomy and appearance from that of a _(Your “old” gender) to

a _(Your “new” gender) . Attached as Exhibit B, please find a notarized affidavit from my

surgeon describing the sex reassignment surgery.

| obtained an order granting a legal name change consistent with my intent to change my

biological sex from _(Court that issued order) on _(Date of Court order changing your name) .

Attached as Exhibit B, please find a certified copy of the court order.

This change of sex is not being requested for the purpose of defrauding anyone of their

rights.

WHEREFORE, | pray:

1) That my sex, which formerly appeared as “ ,” be changed to

(13 29




2) That the Court order such further relief as the Court may deem
just and proper.

This the day of , 20

(Your Signature)
(Full Legal name typed)

Petitionétro Se

(Mailing Address)
(Phone Number)
(Email Address)




CERTIFICATE OF BIRTH 5
PORGIA DEFARTMENT OF PUBLIC REALTH o
BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS ‘_ '
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SAMPLE TEMPLATE
PRINTED ON PHYSICIAN'S LETTERHEAD

(Physician’s Full Name)

(Physician’s medical license certificate number) (Issuing State/County of license/certificate)

am the physician of i ol o
(Name of Patient) (Date of Birth)

with whom I have a doctor patient relationship and whom | have treated, or with whom 1 have a
doctor patient relationship and whose medical history | have reviewed and evaluated.

, has had

(Name of Patient)

Sex Reassignment Surgery altering the anatomy to:
Male [ ]Female

[ declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States that the foregoing is true
and correct.

Signature of Physician

Typed or Printed Full Name of Physician

Date
EXHIBIT

i_B




PERIOR COLRT OF

COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

FINAL ORDER

ne zbove and forzgoing Petition to Change Name coming on to be heard
zw. znd 1t 2ppeznng thz notice has been published pursuzant to law and that

z her appearing that sufficient grounds exis
ef praye r in said Petition and that no reason appears

SO ORDERED. 17 day of .20

JUDGE, Superior Court
Southern Judicial Circuit

i EXHIBIT

p

S




IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

In RE:

S N N N

Civil Action File No.

Petitioner,

FINAL ORDER

The above styled Petition to Change Birth Certificate having come hefore the Court for a
hearing, and has met the requirements of O.C.G.A. § 31-10-23(e), and petitioner has produced a
surgeon’s notarized affidavit of irreversible sex reassignment surgery and a certified copy of a
lawful order of name change it is hereby ORDERED that a new birth certificate be issued for

Petitioner in the name of and that the sex designation of the birth

certificate read . This change shall not operate to authorize petitioner to

fraudulently deprive another of any legal rights under the law.

SO ORDERED, this day of , 20

Judge, Superior Court of County
Eastern Judicial Circuit, State of Georgia



SAMPLE TEMPLATE
PRINTED ON PHYSICIAN’S LETTERHEAD

(Physician’s Full Name)

(Physician’s medical license/certificate number) (Issuing State/County of license/certificate)

am the physician of : ,
(Name of Patient) (Date of Birth)

with whom | have a doctor/patient relationship and whom | have treated, or with whom | have a
doctor/patient relationship and whose medical history | have reviewed and evaluated.

, has had

(Name of Patient)

Sex Reassignment Surgery altering the anatomy to:
[ ] Male [ |Female

| declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States that the foregoing is true
and correct.

Signature of Physician

Typed or Printed Full Name of Physician

Date



RULE 3.2 CERTIFICATION AND STANDING ORDER NOTICE

Pursuant to rules 3.2 and 3.4 of the Uniform Superior Court Rules, | hereby certifythat:
(CHECK ONE)

[ ] no case has heretofo re been filed in the Superior Coult of the Eastern Judici al Circuit
involving substantially the same part ies or sub st antially the same subject matter or substa ntially
the same factual iss ues which would require the petition-p leading to be specifically assigned to
the judge whom the original action was or is assigned.

OR
[ ] this petition-plead ing involves substan tially the same patt ies or s ubstantially the same subject
matter or substantiall y the same factual iss ues as in case # _

This day of .20

Notice of Eastern Judicial Circuit Standing Orders

YOU MUST SERVE THIS NOTICE UPON THE OPPOSING PARTY together with the
initial filing of suit, counterclaim, crossclaim or interpleader. The Superior Comt has adopted
the following STANDING ORDERS which may apply to you and which may affect your ability
to obtain a hearing:

1. MANDATORY :MEDIATION ORDER, effective January 3, 2011: This order requires
parties to mediate theiJ case prior to the pretrial conference or trial. Certain limited cases are
exempt from the mediation requirement. Please secure a copy of the mediation order and
determine if it applies to your case.

2. ORDER ON PRODUCTION OF DOCUIVIENTS, effective March 15, 2002 andreinstated
Janumy 3, 2011: This order applies to all domestic cases in which temporaly or pen nanent
fin ancial relief is soug ht. The order requires the parties in suc h cases to exchange certain
documents listed in the order within a specified time frame. A copy of the production of
documents order must be served upon the defendant together with the complaint and
sunmlons.

3. TRANSITIONAL PARENTI! G SEMINAR ORDER, effect ive March 10.2010 and
reinstated January 3, 2011: This order requires the palties in celtail. lJdomestic cases
in volving the interest of children under 18 years of age to complete the "T rans itiona |
Parenting Seminar ". Please secure a copy of the mediation order and determine if it applies o yo
urcase.

COPIES OF THE STANDING ORDERS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE OF
THE CLERK OF SUPERIOR COURT ORAT:

http://www.chathamcounty.org/department freeform T7 RI32.html

FORM 3.2 REVISED JAN 2011


http://www.chathamcounty.org/department_freeform_T7_Rl3

General Civil Case Filing Information Form (Non-Domestic)

Court County
D Superior
D State Doket# _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
P laintiff(s)
Last First Middle I.  Suffix Pre fix Maiden
Last First Middlel.  SuffLx Prefix Maiden
Last First Middle I Suffix Prefix laiden
Last First Middle I Suffix Prefix Maid n

No. of Plaintiffs

Plaintif f/Petitioner's Attorney ] Pro Se
Last First Midd le I. Suffix
Bar#

Date Filed =~ =
MM-DD-YYYY
Defenda nt(s)
Last First Middlel.  Suffix Prefix Maiden
Last First Middlel.  Sumx Prefix Maiden
Last First Middlel.  Suffix Prefix Maiden
Last First Middlel.  Suffix Prefix Maiden

No. of Defendants

Check Primary Type (Check only ONE)

D Contract/Accou nt
Wi lls /Es tate
Real Property

Dis possessory/ Distress

O

D

D

D Presonal Property
D Equity

D HabeasCorpus
D Appeals, Reviews
D

Post Judgement Ga rnishment, Attachment, or
Other Relief

D Non- Domestic Conte mpt

D Tort (If tort, fill in right co lumn)
D OtherGeneral Civil Spedfy

If Tort is Case Type:
(Check no more thanTWO)
D Auto Accident
D Premises Liabi lity
D Medical Malpractice
D Other Professional Negligence
D ProductLiability
D Other Specify

Are Punitive Damages Pleaded? [ Yes [1 No

D [Ihereby cert ify that the documents in this filin g
(i nc luding attachme nts and exhi bits) satis fy the
requi rement s for redaction of personal or
confidential information in O.C.G.A. 9-11-7.1




General Civil and Domestic Relations Case Disposition Information Form

[J Superior or [] State Court of County
For Clerk Use Only
Date Disposed Case Number
MM-DD-YYYY
Case Style

Plaintiff(s) Defendant(s)
Last First Middlel.  Suffix  Prefix Last First Middlel.  Suffix  Prefix
Last First Middle I. Suffix Prefix Last First Middle I. Suffix  Prefix
Last First Middlel.  Suffix  Prefix Last First Middlel.  Suffix  Prefix
Last First Middle I. Suffix Prefix Last First Middle I. Suffix  Prefix
Reporting Party
Plaintiff's Attorney State Bar Number Self-Represented [
Defendant'’s Attorney State Bar Number Self-Represented []

Manner of Disposition
Check Only One

00 Jury Trial
[0  Bench/Non-Jury Trial
[l  Non-Trial Disposition, such as:
(1  Alternative Dispute Resolution

O Check if any party was self-represented at any point during the life of the case.
0 Check if the court ordered an interpreter for any party, witness, or other involved individual.

0 Check if the case was referred/ordered to a court-annexed alternative dispute resolution process.



FEES

> Effective January |,2020
General Civil and Domestic case

filing (Plus Applicable Service
Fee):$214.00

» To Publish a Notice to Change
Name(s) with Savannah Morning
News the fee is :$45.00 (up to 100
words). If a Pauper's Affidavit is
included with the notice, then,
there is no charge.

P9 GEORGIA LEGAL
SERVICES PROGRAM®

Access to Justice and Opportunities Out of Poverty




Electronic Filing

All civil filings must be done
electronically. There are Personal Access
Terminals (PAT’s) in the Clerk’s office
(Chatham County) and at public

libraries. Ask for the PAT. If you are filing
for a fee waiver with an affidavit of poverty,
they will assist you with the process. For
name changes, you can complete a poverty
affidavit and then file the case without
waiting for a judge’s approval. For other
civil cases, such as Petitions to Change Sex
ID Marker, the Clerk will open your case as
pending. After the judge approves your
Pauper’s Affidavit, your case will be assigned a
new case number and your case status will

change from pending to open.
GEORGIA LEGAL

=7
m SERVICES PROGRAM®

Access to Justice and Opportunities Out of Poverty




Eastern Judicial Circuit of Georgia

€&) Part of ChathamCountyGA.gov

SUPERIOR COURT ~ SUPERIOR COURT CLERK ~ STATE COURT ~ MAGISTRATE COURT ~ PROBATE COURT ~ JUVENILE COURT ~ RESOURCES ~

.
i

Public Access Portal

re:Search is now available to the public!

https://researchga.tylerhost.net/

Training

“*

—4

Q.

Smart Search Search Hearings Make Payments eFile Georgia

NOTICE

COURT PROCEEDINGS FOR 271072020

Criminal |

show 10 (~|entries i Selich:
9:00AM Courtroom 2D Criminal JUDGE: Morse, John E., JR
Name Case No. Attorney
Showing 1 to 10 of 158 entries (filtered from 257 total entries) 2 3 4 5 16 Next

Useful Information

CTHUAR LINTY COURT SYSTEM ESERVICES PART OF CHATHAMCOUNTYGA.GOV

@ 133 Montgomery Street ‘ Case Lookup

Savannah. Georgia 31401

‘ Map & Directions
Jury Services

Human Trafficking Notice

Terms of Use | Privacy Statement




ODYSSEY'

eFileGA

Register

User Information - Firm Information - Terms and Conditions - Complete

First Name Middle  Last Name
Andrea K Lazo

Email Address Password

dreasavannah@gmail.com

Security Question

Enter a simple question that can only be answered by you. Example: High School Mascot

Security Answer

Next

©2020 Tyler Technologies . .n: EMPOWERED BY
Version 2019059489 a4 TYLER TECHNOLOGIES
0




/\ A Program of the MediationCenter

y

Center

Resource

Welcome to the Family Law Resource Center (FLRC).

The FLRC offers forms, guidance and education to self-represented
individuals who need help preparing documents for: Divorce, Legitimation,
Modification, Contempt or Adult Name Change.VVe also offer forms to
file an Answer to any of these actions.The FLRC does not give you an
attorney and can’t give you legal advice.

At your appointment you will sit at a computer and fill out our court
approved PDF-fillable forms and the FLRC staff will guide and educate you
along the way. You must complete the forms here at the FLRC. The FLRC
does not give you forms to take home and our forms are not on our
website.

You will sign the necessary documents and staff will notarize the
documents while you are here at the Center. You will receive instructions
on your next steps.

The FLRC is open:

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00am to 5:00pm and closed from
12:00pm to [:00pm for lunch.

The FLRC is closed on Wednesday and Friday.

The Mediation Center
5105 Paulsen Street, Suite 125D
Savannah, Georgia 31405
912-354-6686


mailto:info@mediationsavannah.com

List of References

|.To find the General Civil and Domestic Relations Case Filing and Disposition
Information Form & Pauper’s Affidavit go to:

2.To find the Notice of Petition to Change Name go to:

3.The Petition to Change Birth Certificate shown in this presentation will be
found in the package provided to you and you will also be able to obtain it at
the LGBT Center.

4.The Mediation center in Savannah offers forms, guidance and education to
self-represented individuals who need help preparing documents for Adult
Name Change, for more information on how to obtain this help go to:

Robert W. Bush
Senior Staff Attorney

912.651.2283, Ext 2760
6602 Abercorn Street
Suite 203
Savannah, GA 31404

SERVICES PROGRAM®

Access to Justice and Opportunities Out of Poverty

ﬁGEORGIA LEGAL


https://courts.chathamcountyga.gov/Superior/OnlineForms
https://www.southernjudicialcircuit.com/Forms.htm
https://mediationsavannah.com/family-law-resource-center/
mailto:rbush@glsp.org

Self-Defense for the LGBT Community
June 7, 2014

1. Did you find today’s presentation to be:

Informative?

Interesting?

Relevant to you?

2. Would you like to see additional forums or initiatives related to LGBT
ssues? If so, what topics or 1ssues would you suggest?

3. What do you sce as the most important legal 1ssues facing LGBT
individuals living 1n Georgta?

4. How did you hear about today’s forum?

**If you know of an LGBT senitor, someone 1n our community who s 60 years of age
or older, please pick up 2 GLSP “Cementing LGBT Relationships 60+ flier from the
exhibitor table and pass it along.

If so, please send your name, contact information, and any area of particular interest to:

(Feel free to tear off this portion of the form to keep our contact information.)



Bush, Robert W.

== =R a—IeeT
From: Bush, Robert W.
Sent: Thursday, January 17, 2013 3:42 PM
To: 'info@gaysavannah.com’
Subject: re. clinic announcement............... how does this sound? maybe it could have more

"punch” or do you think it's ok?

In support of its efforts empower Igbt lives, Gaysavannah will sponsor a clinic at its January 30" social function at Byrd
Cookie Company. “Cementing LGBT Relationships”, presented by Robert W. Bush of Georgia Legal Services Program, is
a public service community education initiative which will answer questions concerning advance directives for
healthcare. Forms will be provided and explained, and attendees will have the opportunity to actually complete
advance directives during the 20 minute sessions. Once executed, these documents will give legal recognition of each
participant’s choices for healthcare agent. For more information, see the related article, “Cementing LGBT
Relationships”, at......ccceeeeueuns

"People can't, unhappily, invent their mooring posts, their lovers and their friends, anymore than they can
invent their parents. Life gives these and also takes them away and the great difficulty is to say "¥c5' to
life." James Baldwin

Robert W. Bush




GET 1 IVOLVED!!!

Sponsored community initiatives and your volunteer opportunities:
" M b i

- s &
LGBT Response LGBT 50+ Project Transgender
Network Advocates and provides REACH-out

Creates a service development Draws together and
outreach for our older

communications network encourages outreach

to alert and activate members and connection in the
response to LGBT issues Transgender community
and initiatives

Email us to volunteer and to connect with our LGBT
Response email tree at SavannahL GBT®@gmail.com

Greorgia Legal Services Program

is a non-profit law firm with an
established history of working with and
within the LGBT community. In addition
to our community and systemic advocacy,
our attorneys provide legal representation
to individuals who satisfy certain financial
and other criteria.
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