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Name:   Augusta Oelschig art collection  

Dates:   circa 1938-1976, no date  

Extent/Size:  78 items  

Language:  English 

 
Name of Creator(s): 

Augusta Oelschig 

Christopher Murphy, Jr.  

Alan Morris Kuzmicki.  

 
Biographical History:  

Augusta Oelschig was born on June 12, 1918, in Savannah, Georgia. She attended school 

in Savannah’s public school system and was a member of the first graduating class at 

Armstrong Junior College in 1935. In 1937, she transferred to the University of Georgia 

where she received a B.F.A degree and then pursued post-graduate studies at Auburn 

University, Mexico City College, and the New School for Social Research. Her teachers 

include Emma Wilkins, Lamar Dodd, Justino Fernandez, and Diego Rivera. Oelschig 

lived in New York from 1948 through 1962 and she then returned to Savannah where she 

was an active member of the Savannah Art Association. Her art often explored African 

American life in the Low Country, sometimes depicting issues of violent social injustices 

suffered by African Americans. Augusta Oelschig retired in 1976 and died on July 24, 

2000. Oelshig’s art is now held in private collections as well as many art museums, 

including the Telfair Museums and Georgia Historical Society in Savannah, The Morris 

Museum of Art in Augusta, Georgia, and The Johnson Collection in Spartanburg, South 

Carolina. 

 
Scope & Content: 

The Augusta Oelschig art collection consists of more than 70 sketches executed by Augusta 

Oelschig, two sketches from artist Christopher Murphy Jr., one sketch by Alan Morris 

Kuzmicki, and a woodcut from an unknown Japanese artist, all of which are stored inside 

the portfolio case they were received in. The sketches are executed in pencil, gouache, and 

ink on paper or tracing paper. The subjects include wildlife, farm animals such as roosters, 

buildings, sketches of unidentified people, buildings and domestic scenes, scenes inspired 

by traditional Mexican art, illustrations for manuscripts, and studies for named completed 

works. The collection also includes two Savannah Morning News clippings and one 

clipping from the New York Times.  

 
System of Arrangement & Ordering: 

The Augusta Oelschig collection is arranged in the order that it was received with a 

numbering system and cataloging notes as assigned by the Telfair Museums.  

 
Conditions Governing Access: 

None 

 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use:  

Please read carefully the statement on copyright below.  Permission to reproduce does not 

constitute permission to publish.  Researchers who plan publication are asked to discuss 
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this with the archivist first for written permission.  While most of the Municipal Archives’ 

collections are public records and in the public domain, not all are, and the Municipal 

Archives may not be the owner of copyright for all its archival materials.  Researchers are 

responsible for obtaining any necessary permission to publish from the holder of copyright.  

In the event that the Municipal Archives becomes a source for publication, a copy of the 

publication is requested for the Municipal Archives. 

 

NOTICE: WARNING CONCERNING COPYRIGHT RESTRICTIONS 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of photocopies 

or other reproductions of copyrighted material.   

Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a photocopy 

or other reproduction.  One of these specified conditions is that the photocopy or reproduction is not to be “used for 

any purpose other than private study, scholarship, or research.”  If a user makes a request for, or later uses, a 

photocopy or reproduction for purposes in excess of “fair use,” that user may be liable for copyright infringement.   

This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if, in its judgment, fulfillment of the 

order would involve a violation of copyright law. 

 

Custodial History:  

The sketches were acquired by the Telfair Museums between 2001-2003. Some items 

were acquired by the Museum as a gift from Cole Murphy through Frances McNairy; 

others as a bequest by Augusta Oelschig. The collection was gifted to the Municipal 

Archives in 2021.  

 

Preferred Citation:  

Record Series 1121-077, Augusta Oelschig art collection. City of Savannah Municipal 

Archives, Savannah, Georgia. 
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