SAVANNAH

Archives Alive!
Photographs in the Archives

An Introduction to Archives and Reading Photographs
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Learn about what Archives are

Use photographs from the Archives
to learn about reading and interpreting them

Handle original archival materials safely



What does the word Archive mean?

Archiveat « H Tawrie 0 v noun
Definition

1: The records created by people and organizations

as they lived and worked. An archival collection is a unique body of
information, created at a particular time by a particular organization or
individual as the result of a particular activity

2: a place in which public records or historical materials (such as
documents) are preserved

3: The organization responsible for preserving or making available
archival materials

SAVANNAH

City of Savannah Municipal Archives


https://www.merriam-webster.com/login
https://www.merriam-webster.com/login

Community Archives
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10th-16th Century Aaron Copland
.. . Liturgical Chants Collection
Re I | g 1ous ArCh Ives The acquisition of The first release of the
medieval liturgical chant online collection contains
manuscripts that trace approximately 1,000
the history of music items that yield a total of
natatinn e it avinlund Avine ahaiit © ANN immsonc

XFyYyR &2 YI y&8mydREH


http://interferencearchive.org/our-mission/
http://interferencearchive.org/our-mission/

Introduction to the Archives

heCity of Savannah Municipal Archives:

w Collects, managegpyeservesand makes accessible
records documenting the City of Savannah's history

w Administers the records management program and the
City Records Center to increase the efficiency of City
agencies

w Shares the City's history with City employees, citizens and
visitors through outreach activities

City of Savannah / Municipal Archives



Introduction to the City of Savannah Collection

Overall Collections reflect:
wCity of Savannah incorporation date of 1789

¢ Colonialera records are not held here.

wCity of Savannah corporate limits

- Think corporate limits for the time period being researched, not modern limits.

wCity of Savannah government functions

¢ Very few personal papers are held here, with the largest exception being the
W. W. Law Collection.

City of Savannah / Municipal Archives
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http://bit.ly/1HRXkbX
http://bit.ly/1HRXkbX
http://bit.ly/1CW4F9a
http://bit.ly/1CW4F9a
http://bit.ly/1H5EgsL
http://bit.ly/1H5EgsL
http://bit.ly/1yWIQ5A
http://bit.ly/1yWIQ5A
http://bit.ly/1FmZ3mZ
http://bit.ly/1FmZ3mZ
http://bit.ly/1HRY6WD
http://bit.ly/1HRY6WD
http://bit.ly/1Nb3JWG
http://bit.ly/1Nb3JWG
http://bit.ly/1DlrIfa
http://bit.ly/1DlrIfa
http://bit.ly/1yd7XpE
http://bit.ly/1yd7XpE
http://bit.ly/1yd7XpE
http://bit.ly/1yd7XpE
http://bit.ly/1yWIQ5A
http://bit.ly/1yWIQ5A
http://bit.ly/1Nb3JWG
http://bit.ly/1Nb3JWG
http://bit.ly/1yd7XpE
http://bit.ly/1yd7XpE

Primary Sources

Materials that providelirect evidence,
first-handtestimony, or areyewitnessaccount
of a topic or event.

They can be published or unpublished items
In any format, including handwritten letters,

Images, sound, or objects.



A Picture I1s worth a
t housand

oPhotographs give visual information about a time, place,
oThey help us learn about clothes, hairstyles, and the way
oThey are records of event :

oThey may appear true, but the photographer can make cl
picture that changes how we understand the subject.
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4+ Visual records of a moment in time 4+ Important to the study of people

+ Convey many details about people, places, who did not leave many written records

objects, and events + Can stimulate the personal involverment
4 Convey information about everyday life of the viewer

and behavior that is best communicated + Do not require fluency in a particular

in visual terms (hair and clothing styles, language to understand

interior design) + Can be used to stimulate the memory
+ Sometimes provide evidence of attitude of people

FromEngaging Students with Primary Sourpesduced by the Smithsonian Museum of American History
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FromEngaging Students with Primary Soungasduced by the Smithsonian Museum of American Histc



