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We asked:
“What types of concessions would you like to see in the new arena?”

You responded:
• “Each Vendor booth should be run by different charities. Each
have a unique menu, not all the same foods, at fair prices for full
familys.”
• “Vegan Concession Options. Options such as veggie dogs or
veggie burgers could be helpful as well or vending machines
with healthy plant-based selection.”
• “Would love different “vendors”. Instead of multiple windows
offering the exact same thing... have a pizza vendor, taco/
nacho vendor, hot dog/burger. This way there is better
quality control and more of a food court feel. This is
extremely needed in our community. We have to travel to Jax,
Charleston or ATL for major shows.”
• “Location/Siting of Concessions within the Arena Facility.
Please don’t replicate the problem of a big box barrier
along the canal similar to what ULI says the current civic
center created along Montgomery Street . Two levels of
restaurants/concessions (plus merchandise and public
restrooms, perhaps) along the east side of the arena structure
- providing direct and/or indirect access both to the canal
waterfront on one side and the arena interior on the other
would enliven that space and enhance user experience for
patrons of both the canal district and the arena.”
• “Food trucks.”

F.A.Q. Frequently Asked Questions
Below are some questions asked through our feedback
website, “Speak Up, Savannah”. If you’ve got a burning
question, go to www.savannahga.gov/arena.
What is the full seating capacity of the arena including all seating?
The seating capacity is planned to be approximately 10,000.
In comparison, the current Civic Center capacity tops out at
7,200. But the seats only tell half the story. The structural
and technological advancements that have occurred since
the MLK Jr. arena was built in 1974 allow builders to do a
lot more with building space than they could 50 years ago!
Where will the 5000+ cars park?
Studies show the City will need to provide between 2,500
and 3,000 parking spaces for the arena. The City plans a
phased approach to providing those spaces, including a
500-space garage adjacent to the arena, and construction of
several surface parking lots on neighboring properties. Future
shared parking garages built to serve private surrounding
development and the arena are expected as the larger Canal
District develops.
What is going to happen to the old Civic Center?
Great Question! City Council reviewed suggestions
from the Urban Land Institute during their June 6, 2019
Council work session. Check out the Urban Land Institute
recommendation for the site by visiting: savannahga.gov/
futureofciviccenter.

history
corner
Water Works Pump House
In 1890, civil engineer Thomas T. Johnston, of
Chicago, recommended the City of Savannah
construct a new water plant to meet the increasing
water demands of Savannah. In 1891, City Council
approved construction of a new water works and
selected the site at the intersection of Gwinnett
Street and Stiles Avenue. Work began in May 1891
under the local supervision of civil engineer W.
Postcard of the City Waterworks, no date. Courtesy of the City of Savannah Municipal Archives on
behalf of V. & J. Duncan Antique Maps & Prints
R. Curtis. Local contractor W. F. Chaplin oversaw
construction of the pump house, including boiler and engine rooms, and the 118 foot high chimney. Contractor W. H. Converse
installed the roof. The red pressed brick building features granite and terra cotta trimmings with motifs that reflect its water
functions. The artesian water works were fully functional in March 1893 and the old works were shut down. The total cost
of the new system was $410,660.21, roughly $65,000 of which went to the construction of the pump house building. Over
the next several years, the grounds surrounding the pump house were landscaped and improved with drives, walks, plants,
shrubbery, and an ornamental fountain.
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