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Welcome to the Canal District Newsletter! This publication is intended to
provide you with regular updates on the new voter-approved Arena and planned
surrounding Canal District, which will include public parks, walkways, playing fields
and other features on the western edge of downtown.
This exciting project represents one of the largest public investments in Savannah’s
history, and promises to bring new vitality to an area surrounded by some of
Savannah’s most historic neighborhoods.
This will be a transformative project that will unfold over several years. The City is
eager to share details with you.
This newsletter will provide short, regular updates to help you keep track of it all.
It will be published regularly online, and distributed at westside shops, churches,
community centers, and through neighborhood associations.
Let us know if you have any questions. And thank you for calling Savannah home!

The widening of Gwinnett Street
from MLK Jr. Boulevard to Stiles
Avenue is a critical part of the Arena
project, and necessary to help
manage the traffic that will result
when opened. The road will be
widened to four lanes, elevated out
of the flood plain, with a new bridge
added to span the Springfield Canal.
The City is now in the process of
purchasing small pieces of private
property along Gwinnett Street
to allow for the widening. In some
cases, the City will need to acquire
just a few feet of property; in other
cases a larger amount. No homes
will be impacted to accommodate the
widening, and all property owners
will be paid fair market value for their
land, a process strictly defined by
State law.

Arena Development Project
Last year Savannah City Council awarded the contract to design the new Arena
building to Perkins + Will, an Atlanta based company. In February, the company
presented City Council with revised concepts that incorporated citizens’ and
Council’s recommended changes and moved the design concept closer to completion.
The Arena will feature:
10,000+ Seats

200,000+ sq. ft. Facility

Special Events Space
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Speak Up, Savannah!
Arena Project

www.savannahga.gov/Arena

The City has launched an interactive
webpage dedicated to providing regular
updates on the Arena Project. Speak
Up, Savannah! also provides a space to
make it easy for Savannah residents to
get involved, participate in community
decisions and provide ideas and
feedback on a variety of topics affecting
projects in our community.
Through Speak Up, Savannah!, residents
can send questions directly to a project
director and review presentations made
to City Council.
A quick sign up to Speak Up, Savannah!
will allow citizens to provide comments
and keep them up to date on the status
of the Arena and additional projects as
we move FORWARD.
For more information go to:
www.savannahga.gov/Arena
or call 912-651-6410

history corner
Springfield Plantation and Canal
Much of the Canal District was once Springfield Plantation, first developed
in the mid-1700s by Lachlan McGillivray. Abandoned in 1770 by McGillivray,
a Loyalist, the plantation was acquired by Joseph Clay whose plantations
extended from the Savannah River to Ogeechee Road. On the lowlands Clay
focused on rice cultivation, and on the uplands he planted cotton fields.
After Clay’s death, Springfield Plantation passed to his son-in-law, Joseph
Stiles, who concentrated on rice culture. In 1817, the City of Savannah
passed the Dry Culture Law prohibiting wet rice culture within three miles
of the city limits. Not sure of the connection between rice culture and yellow
fever outbreaks, City leaders desired to limit the swampy lands surrounding
the city.

Map of the City of Savannah, drawn by J. B. Hogg for the
Investigation of the Causes of the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1876.
From the collections of the City of Savannah Municipal Archives.

After Stiles’ death, the City purchased Springfield Plantation from his heirs
in 1850 and set about draining the land which was seen as an ongoing
menace to the health of the community. Over the next twenty years, the City
drained the 963 acre tract through the development of the Springfield Canal.
However, with the 1876 yellow fever outbreak another round of efforts was
made to improve the Springfield Canal and drainage in west Savannah.

