


 

 

Tourism Advisory Committee (TAC) 
Meeting Summary 

May 24, 2016 
 
TAC Attendees:  Charlie Brazil, David Jones, Bill Lovett, Vaughnette Goode-Walker, Michael 
Owens, Joe Marinelli, Jamie Caskey, DeAnne Mitchell, Austin Hill, Adam Wilkins, Mark Dana  
 
TAC Excused Absence:  Eric Meyerhoff 
 
TAC Absence:  Sandra Baxter 
 
Guests:  Robert Edgerly, Mickey Minick, Phil Sellers, Rusty Brown, Daniel Carey, Carol 
Buttiermer, Marcia Baines, Bill Durrence, Ginger Wilkins, Eric Curl  
 
City Staff:  Bridget Lidy, Marija Bumgarner, Leonard Bostick 
 
Chair’s Report 

Chair Goode-Walker welcomed everyone and opened the meeting by mentioning the letter to 
the editor by Mr. Edgerly that appeared in the paper over the weekend. The letter requested 
that the members of TAC recommend to Savannah City Council that the criminal background 
checks be required for all tour guides. Mr. Edgerly believes that without the background check, 
we cannot keep the visitors safe and that the market does not take care of it.  
 
TAC members explained that the background check was removed as part of the ordinance 
changes made in response to the lawsuit. The lawsuit was not dropped by the judge after the 
ordinance changes were made, the lawsuit is ongoing and adding the background check is a 
legal issue.  
 
Michael Owens made a motion that the TAC recommend to City Council that the criminal 
background check be put in place before tour company registration can take place. The motion 
passed unanimously.  
 
Jamie Caskey added that the voluntary certification program will resolve many of the current 
issues with guide registration, knowlegde and background checks.  
 
Tourism Management Plan 

Ms. Lidy reviewed the draft RFP for the tourism management plan.  Several changes were made 
during the review to include defining the number of meetings required by the consultant and 



 

 

reallocating the award points. The final version will be sent to TAC members for a final review 
before the RFP is released.  
   
Ordinance Revisions 

Staff is in the process of revising tour related ordinances. Revisions being considered for the 
quadricycle ordinance include additional noise restrictions, prohibiting alcohol consumption on 
the vehicle, and inclusion of the pilot program boundaries. The horse drawn carriage ordinance 
revisions are also underway and will include the horse heat policy and other industry standards.  
 
Pedicab Ordinance 

Leonard Bostick from Mobility and Parking Services Department spoke to the TAC about 
upcoming changes to the pedicab ordinance including allowing pedicabs to tour. If the 
companies choose to tour, they will be responsible to remit preservation fees and register with 
the Tourism Management and Ambassadorship Department since Mobility and Parking Services 
does not enforce tour vehicles.  
 
The TAC had multiple comments about the proposed ordinance change allowing pedicabs to 
operate as tours.  

- What is the definition of a tour was. Pedicabs currently take individuals from point A to 
B and are often asked questions about restaurant and other items, is that considered 
touring? Many stated that the drivers should be able to converse with the riders, it is 
expected from the visitors, it creates a better experience and should not be considered 
a tour if you recommend a place to eat.  

- Drinking alcohol on pedicabs was mentioned as something to look into. 
- If operating as a tour vehicle, pedicabs should be held to the same standard as all tour 

vehicles and should be identified with a number. 
- If a company decides to tour, will all drivers be considered a tour guide?  

 
Ms. Lidy added that when the Company registers, they provide a list of their tour guides and all 
guides are required to have a badge identifying them.  Leonard Bostick indicated that further 
discussions are necessary to address the concerns brought up by the TAC.  
 
Next Meeting 

The June meeting is rescheduled for June 14, 2016, 8:30 a.m. in the 2nd Floor Media Room of 
City Hall.  
 






























