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PREFACE.

Print.d al the Office of GEORGE N. NICHOLS, Day Street.

•

The subjoined proceedings of the City Council of Savannah show the
appointment of the undersigned as Commissioners to Codify the Ordinances of the City of Savannah.
Although the letter of the resolutions of Council would seem to have
contemplated only the compilation or codification of ordinances, yet it is
evident that the spirit of those resolutions must necessarily embrace the
compilation of so much of the statute law of Georgia as has special reference to Savann::th; or, at least, of such parts of that law as might be
compiled without swelling unnecessarily the size of a book of ordinances.
This the Commissioners have endeavored to accomplish; taking, as their
guide, the charter of the city as contained in Irwin's Revised Code, and
other portions of that Code having relation to Savannah ; as well as some
statutes, outside the State Code, bearing peculiarly on the interests of the
city. It is believed that, in respect to such statutes, the City Code, now
submitted to the public, is sufficiently comprehensive .
In passing the .work through the press, the Commissioners encountered
a difficulty in their effort to embrace in the volume all new ordinances
passed down to the time of publication. Hence, some irregularity in the
execution of the plan of the work. It is believed, however, that such
irregularity will be in a great measure overcome by the copious Index,
and by the insertion of an Appendix. It is also believed that the City
Code contains the st1bstance of all general ordinances of force on the
twelfth day of June, 1871, the date of the adopting ordinance; but, out
of abundant caution, the ordinance adopting this compilation expressly
saves all ordinances not incorporated in this work-if any such there
be-which were usually considered of force at the date of this publication.
All ordinances having in view mere private rights, such as grants to private persons, or to corporations, or relief from penalties, etc., are purposely omitted as tending unnecessarily to swell the size of ~be volume.
The general plan of the work is that of the Baltimore City Code. The
ordinances are distributed under different titles, and each article is beaded with a caption or abstract giving the number of each section,. In
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PREFACE.

REPORT AND RESOLUTIONS.

many cases, amendments have been incorporated in the original ordinances; and, as a general rule, titles to ordinances, and enacting and repealing clauses, have been omitted. References in the Index have been
made to the pages of the Code, and not to the articles and sections.
W. B. FLEMING,
J. R. SAUSSY,
I n
. .
EDWARD J. HARDEN,
uomm~sswnm·s.
Corporation Attorney,

REPORT
OF SPECIAL COM:t.·(ITTEE ON CODIFICATION OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY
OF. SAVANNAH; AND RESOLUTIONS THEREON.
(Extract j1·om Mim6tes of Oo~mc·i l, 16th Febr~6a1·y, 1870.)
The Special Committee appointed under resolution of Council on the
24th day of November last, by his Honor the Mayor, to whom was referred the matter of the Codification of the City Ordinances, having had
the same under consic~eration, respectfully report the following resolutions :
Resolved, That the matter of the Codification of the City Ordinances
be submitted to three Attorneys and Counsellors at Law, one of whom
shall be the Qprporation Attorney.
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Resolved, That the Hon. W:r.L B. FLEMING and Hon. J. R. SAU~F be
appointed Commissioners to act in conjunction with the City Attorney,
in carrying into effect the object contemplated by the first resolution.
Respectfully submittedJNO. 0. FERRILL, Chairman,
Attest:
JAMES STEWART,
Clerk of Council,
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ORDINANCE.

AN ORDINANCE,
ADOPTING THE REVISED ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, RULES AND REGULATIONS, COMPILED UNDER RESOLUTIONS OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF SAVANNAH PASSED 16TH FEBRUARY, 1870.
SEc. 1. The Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah, in Council assembled, do hereby ordain, that the ordinances and parts of ordinances and resolutions, rules and regulations, printed and contained in
the following pages of this book, be, and the same are hereby declared to
be the ordinances, resolutions and rules of the Mayor and Alderm n of
the City of Savannah, and that they shall have the force thereof: Provided, always, that every resolution, rule or regulation, whether passed by
Council, or adopted or approved by Council for the government or regu. lation of some other body or officer, shall not have the effect of an ordinanceJlO far as respects the amendment or rescission thereof; but every
such resolution, rule and regulation shall be subject to amendment, repeal or rescission, as though this ordinance had not been passed.
SEc. 2. And it is further ordained, by the authority aforesaid, that
this ordinance shall not have the effect of repealing any ordinance, resolution, r ule or regulation, consistent with the Code hereby adopted, and
which was usually considered of force at the passing of this ordinance,
although such before mentioned ordimtnce, resolution, rule or regulation
may not be found in the Code hereby adopted; and further, that this
adopting ordinance expressly saves all existing ordinances having in view
mere private rights, such as grants to private persons, or to corporations,
or relief from penalties, etc.; and further, this adoption shall not affect
any act done, or any right accruing or accrued, established or vested, or
any suit or proceeding had or commenced in any case before the time
when such adoption shall take effect, nor any suit or prosecution pending
at the time of such adoption, for any offense committed, or for the recovery of any penalty or forfeiture incurred under any provision of any ordinance superseded by such adoption.
SEc. 3. And it is further ordained by the authority aforesaid, that
this ordinance shall take effect on and from the first day of July next.
JOHN SCREVEN, Mayor.
Attest:
JAMES STEW ART,
Clerk of Council.

MAYOR AND ALDERMEN
OF THE

CITY OF S A V A N N A H ,
1870-71.

RoN. JOHN SCREVEN, Mayor.
ALD. ROBERT. H. FOOTMAN, Chairman.
ALD. M. J. SOLOMONS, Chairman p1·o tem.

AJJDERMEN:
EDWARD C. ANDERSON, JR.,
2. WILLIAMS. BASINGER,
3. JOHN R. DILLON,
4. JOHN 0. FERRILL,
5. ROBERT H. FOOTMAN,
6. ALFRED HAYWOOD,
1.

7.
8.
9.

10.

11.
12.

MICHAEL LAVIN,
MATTHIAS H. MEYER,
GEORGE N. NICHOLS,
JOHN T. RONAN,
JOHN SCHWARZ,
MOSES J. SOLOMONS.
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SAVANNAH CITY CODE.
ARTICLE

I.

CITY OF SAVANNAH.

CORRECTIONS AND ERRATA.
Wherever the word occurs, for "Whitfield" read "Whitefield."
Page 28 · for §2182 in the margin, read §2183.
Page 45; after STATUTES, read 4th March,1856.
Page 118 · number of 2d section should be 87.
Page 153; in the abstract, No.9 of Harbor Master's Rules should be 10, and the next succeed"
ing number should be 9.
Page 159, Rule 16; for "overlaying" read "overlying."
Page 163; date of State law should be 1834.
~·
Page 294; after STATUTES, read Irwin's Revised Code.
. .
Page 305. immediately after State law, the ordinance of 18th March, 1859, concurrmg m and
' assenting to the grant of the area of twenty feet square, is omitted. See Wilson 's
Digest, 561-2.
Page 334 in the note, for §751 read §§4751, 4777.
Page 430 strike out number 16 of the abstract ; and for 17 read 16.
Page 437 the numberings from Irwin's Code should be 1572, 1573, 1574, 1575.

LAWS HAVING HEFERENCE TO THE CITY OF SAVANNAH,
(COMPILED F~OM THE REVISED CODE OF GEORGIA.)
***THE PARTS BETWEEN [ ] WERE ADDED AFTER THE FIRST
EDITION OF THB: CODE.

ARTICLE 1.
CITY CHARTER, ETC.

1.

~4 724.

2. 4725.
3. 4726.
4. 4727.
5. 4728.
6. 4729.

7. 4730.
8. 4731.
9. 4732.

The city as a corpora·
tion.
Mayor and Aldermen.
Election of Mayor and
Aldermen.
In case of a tie.
Organization after new
election.
Chairman shall be elect·
ed.
Rules and Regulations.
CoLipensation of Mayor.
Mayor and Aldermeneligibility.

10. ~4733. Qualification ofvoters.
11. 4734. Election and hours of
voting.
12. 4735. Registry of voters.
13. 4736 . Manner of registering
names.
14. 4737. Clerk' s duty.
15. 4738. List of voters to be fur·
nished.
16. 4739. Oath to be administered
to voters.
17. 4740. Vot.ing illegally.
18. 4741. Creating riot, etc.
19. 4742. Posse may be called out.

1. §4724. The City of Savannah, as a Corporation, shall S~yle of the
.
·
1
Clty as a corcon t mue to e:nst unc er the name ::mel style of THE MAYOR poration.
AND ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF SAVANNAH, and by its corporate name may sue and defend in any case where a nn.tural
person might.

2
rc~.:rg_;n~~~~.:-

CITY CHARTER, ETC.

2. §4725. The board of Mayor and Aldermen of sn.id
city shall consist of a Mayor and twelve Aldermen ' to be
ch osen by ballot, on the second Monday in October, annually, by votes of those entitled to vote n.t such elections; n.nd
the board of Mayor n.nd Aldermen shn.ll h old their offices
until their successors are duly elected and qualified. A quoA quorum.
rum for business shall consist of seyen Aldermen and th e
Mayor or presiding chairman, except in the months of July,
August, September, and October, when a majority of th e
Aldermen in the city shall suffice.
~~:rg~n~go~- 3. §4726. The Mayor and the Aldermen shall be separelected.
ately designated on the ticket; n.nd the candidate for Mayor
r eceiving a mn.jority of the votes for thn.t office shall be declared
elected ; and the twelve who shall receive the highest number
of votes for Aldermen shall constitute the board of AlderIncaseofatie men ; p1·oviclecl, that, should there be a f<tilure to elect twelve
Aldermen by reason of several candidates receiving the same
number of votes, then those elected shall proceed at their first
meeting, and after their qualification, to elect the number
necessary to constitute twelve, out of such number as sha,ll
have received the equal number of votes as aforesn.id.
~n c1aseti?f aftie
4. §4 72 7. In cn.se of a tie in the vote for Mn.yor ' or if
me~=
w
Mayor.
there be more than two candidates for Mayor, and no candidate shall receive a majority of all the votes for that office,
the
board of Aldermen, after having completed its own oro·an•
.
b
1zatwn, shall elect the Mayor from among those who were
candidates before the people for the office of Mayor ; and in
Vacancycase
of a vacancy in the office of Mayor, by death, resignahow filled.
tion, or otherwise, the board of Aldermen shall elect from
their own body a Mayor for the residue of the term; and in
case of a vacancy in the office of Alderman, from any cause,
it sh all be lawful for the board to fill the vacancy, the person
chosen h aving a majority of the votes of Aldermen present.
~~;-~~ ;~~c~1~ 5. §4 728. 'rhe newly elected Mayor and Aldermen shn.ll
::~~:ti~~~~d meet on the first Monday after their election, for organization,
oath.
and each Alderman shall take the following on.th :
"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will f~tithfully execute
the duties of n.n Alderman of th e City of Savannah, according to the laws of the State and the ordinances of the city, to
the best of my ability and understandin g."
tion of, and
term of office.

CITY CHARTER, ETC.
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The same oath shall be taken by the Mayor, substituting
the word "Mayor " for "an Alderman."
6. §4729. Wh en organized according to law, the board A chairman
.
.
shall be electsh all elect a chmrman, who sh all, m case of the absence, ed.
death, or resignn.tion of the Mayor, be vested with all his
power and authority, and execute all the duties pertaining to
the office; and, in the absence of both, a chn.irman pro
tempo1·e, ch osen by the board, shall have the like power and
authority.
7. §4730. The l\Iayor and Aldermen shall h aYe powm:, Rules and regt t•
ulatwns.
.
f rom t 1me
o nne, to adopt all rules and r egulations for their
own government and the orderly dispatch of business.
8. §4731. The Mayor shall receive such sn.lary or compen- compensation
sation for his services, payable out of the city treasury, as of M,tyor.
the City Council may determine.
9. §4732. No person shall be eligible to the office of Eligibility of
Mayor or Alderman of Savannah, who is not, at the time of ~~.:rg~n~ndAl
election, a citizen of the United States, and shall not baye resided in the State of Georgia one year immediately preceding
the election, and continued to do so up to the time of election,
and within the corporate limits of Savannah at least six
months immediately preceding the election; and who shall
not h ave paid all city taxes, or have, in his own right, sufficient real estate to satisfy all su ch taxes.
10. §4 733. All persons shall be qualified to vote at elec- Qualification
tions for Mayor an d Aldermen of the City of Savannah, who of voters.
are citizens of the United States, h ave resided in this State
for one year immediately preceding the election, and continued
to do so up to the time of election, and within th e corporate
limits of Savannah for one month immediately prececlinrr
their registration, and four months before th e election; wh~
h ave attained the age of twenty-one years, and lJaye paid all
city taxes, or have, in their own right, sufficient real estate to
satisfy any tax executions which may be issued against them;
who shall hn.ve made all r eturns r equired by th e ordinances of
the city, ancl have been register ed according to bw.
11. §4734. Elections for Mayor and Aldermen of Sann- Electionsnab sh all be h eld at the Court House in said city, between when held.
the hours of seven in the morning and six in the afternoon,
under the superintendence of the Justices of the Inferior
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C~urt. of Chatham county, and the Justices of the Peace in
~mel City, ?r any three or more of them; but no person holdmg an office of profit or emolument under the corporation of
Savannah shall be competent to preside; and it shall be the
duty of the presiding magistrates to cert.ify the r esult of all
suc!1 elections on tally sheets for that purpose to be made out,
whwh .tally sheets shall be delivered to the Mayor, or Clerk of
Connell, three days before the first meeting of the board elect.
~;f~:!:Y of
• 12. §4735. The Clerk of the Common Council of the
City of Savannah, and, in case of his sickness or absence, any
officer duly ~le~ted and appointed by the Mayor and Aldermen, or a I~aJor~ty of them, for that purpose, shall open a list
for the reg1stratwn of vote:·s on the first Monday in Jan nary,
of each and every year, wlnch list shall be kept open until two
o'clo~k in the .afternoon of the first Monday in September
ensumg, when It shall be finally and absolutely closed.
Manner of
13 · §47 36. I t shall be the duty of such clerk or officer
registering
and descripth.e appl'ICat'JOn, m
· person, and not by proxy, of any per-'
tion of person upon
son entitled to vote as aforesaid, within the time prescribed
for the list ~o be kept open, to register the name of such person~ expressing in such registry his name, age, occupation, or
busmess, and the place of his residence in the City of Savannah, which shall be entered by the clerk or officer on said list
opp?site the name of each applicant-[*the applicant first
paymg to the Clerk of the Council, or other officer, as aforesaid, for the city treasury, the sum of one dollar which shall
be in lieu of the poll tax now paid;] but no pe;·son shall be
entitled to registry when his continued residence within the
State can not be one year, and within the corporate limits four
!~~~~~a~!orn. ~onths, immecli~t~ly preceding the election. The clerk may,
I~ any case, admimster an oath to the applicant, touching his
nght to be registered.
Duty of Clerk.
14. §4737. It shall be the duty of said clerk, or other
officer,. to arrange. and publish a list of the names so registered, m alphabetical order, in one of the gazettes in the City
*The part in [ ] repealed by Section 1 of Act of 21st October 1870
which says:
'
'
"T~at it shall henceforth be unlawful for any county, city or corporate
authonty to assess or collect any capitation tax whatever, except street
tax, and that only after opportunity to work the streets."
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of Savannah, at least once a month, from the first Monday in
January to the Tuesday after the first Monday in October, in
every year, and to affix and keep an alphabetical printed list
of the names of all registered voters at the door of the Court
House and the Exchange in Savannah, for one week from the
Tuesday after the first Monday in October of every year; but,
in said list, it shall not be necessary for said clerk to publish
the age, business, or place of residence of such voter.
15. §4738. It shall be the duty of the Clerk of Council to .A.
list of
the
names
regisfurnish to the mag·istrates
presidingat
the
election
of
Mayor
tfered
tho
bde
.._..
.._..
urn1s e
and Aldermen of SaTannah, at the opening of the polls on the Managers.
day of said election, a complete list of all the names, arranged
in alphabetimLl order, which shall have been registered according to the foregoing provisions, together with the age, occupation or business, and place of residence in Savannah, of every
person whose name is so registered at the time of such registration, certified under the hand of said clerk, and the corporate seal of S<wannah; which list shall be kept before the
presiding magistrates during such election, and, when said
election is over, it shall be deposited in the office of said
Clerk of Council, to be safely kept by him.
16. §4 739. The presiding magistrates shall be authorized Oath or voters
to administer the following on,th to any person attempting to
vote: "You do solemnly swear that you are a citizen of the
U nitecl States; that you have resided in the State of Georgia
for one year immediately preceding this election, and within
the corporate limits of the City of Savannah for the last four
month s; that you are twenty-one years of age; that yon have
paid all taxes clue the city of Savannah, or have in your own
right, sufficient real estate to satisfy any executions against
you; that you have made all returns required by the ordinances of the city; that you have been duly registered within
the time prescribed by law, and that you have not yet voted
this clay. So help you Goc1." Any person conscientiously opposeu to taking an oath may affirm to the some tenor.
17. §4 740. Any lJerson voting or attempting to vote at Illegal voting,
such election, not qualified to vote, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction before the Superior Court of
Chatham county, shall be punished by fine or imprisonment1
or both, at the discretion of the Court.
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M~y be com-

18. §±741. The pre8iding magistrates, or any one of them,
. .
shall be authorized to commit, instanter, to th e common Jt111,
any unqnaliflecl person offering or attempting to vote as aforeCreating
a>:iot s·1id.
·mel ·uyy
IJerson attem}Jtino·
or
attempting
c..
(
(.
o to commit' or actually comto do so.
mittiug, an :1ct of violence at or about the polls or place of
elect ion, and any person attempting to create, or n,ctually
c:rcati ng a riot or disturbance ~Lt or abont the polls or place of
elec.:tion, by Terbal order issued to any officer of the county or
city. or by warrant under his or their h and, addressed to all
la1Yful of-ficers of the co unty and city, or to ttny private person specittlly named therein; p1·ovicled, that any person so
committed shtLll be entitled to be discharged or admitted to
bail upon examin ation according to law, at any time after ten
o'clock on T uescl::1y after the secondMonclay in October; ancl
p1·ovided.fit rtlw·, that no person committed upon verbn,l order
as aforesaill, shall be detained in jail more than twenty-four
hours, nnlcss a written detn,iner be lodged against him.
.An·est-by
Hl. §±7±2. Any of-ficer, upon the receipt of the verbal
whom made.
order as <Lforesaicl, or any of-ficer or private person specially
n<tmell, upon the receipt of the warrant as afuresn,id, shall be
auth orized to require the assistance of a posse; and any of-ficer
Officer
refus- of the city or county refusing or neglecting to obey such
ing.
Yerbal order or written warrant, shall be guilty of a misdemean or ; and, on conviction before the Superior Conrt of
Ch atham county, sh~tll be punished by fine or imprisonment,
or both, at the discretion of the court; an d it shall be the
duty of the Magistrate or Magistrates, giving such order or
issuing snch warrant, to present the offending of-ficer to the
Grand Jury of the Superior Court at its ensuing term.
m1tted to Jail.

ARTICLE II.

CORPORATE AND JURISDICTIONAL LIMITS .
Corporate limits of Sa· 4. ~4746 .. Subjects of jurisdictionappeals.
van nah.
5. 4747. Stores, shops, and bar·
2. 47 44. Citizenship.
rooms.
3. 4 745. J urisdictiou.

1.

~4743.

The cor}JOrate limits of the City of Savannah Its
Corporate m1. 84743
o
·
of 8 avansh all continue t.o be, and the same are hereby defined, as nah.
follows, to -wit: Beginning at a point on the western side of
the mouth of Bilbo's Can al, and running t h ence in a direct
line to a granite stone n ear the culvert on Thunde:·bol~ r~acl,
and which stone marks the line of the present 01ty hm1ts;
thence alonO' th e north side of Thunderbolt road, the west
side of Wat=rs' roacl, the north side of Lover's lane, ancl its
lin e prolonged to the line of Springfield plantation, thence
<tlong the uoundary line of said plantation to the bifnrcati_on
of the Augusta ancl Louisville roads; and thence to a pomt
on the river bank, ten chains west of William B. Giles & Co's
mill, th ence along the line })rolonged to H utchin son's island,
then ce along the sh ore of Hutchinson's island to th e eastern
end of it, thence to th e point of beginning.
2. §4744. All persons residing within saicl defined limits Citizenship.
shall be entitled to the privileges of citizenship, under the
.same conditions and r estriction s as th e residents of the wards
alren,dy laid out ; and all persons ancl property within the said
defined limits, shall be subj ect to and bound by a.ll the orclimtnces and reguhLtions of the Mayor and Aldermen of saicl
city, now of force ::mel h eren,fter to be ordain eel and established;
with this Jl1'0VI;so, nevertheless, that the saicl corporate authori- Proviso.
ties sh all luwe no power to tax any of the lr.tncls, or other
property within said defined limits, not now liable to taxation, except where the plan of the city is now, or shall hereafter be r egularly and bona fide extenclecl over such limits,
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Jurisdiction.

3. §4745. The said Mayor and Aldermen shall have jurisdiction over vessels and rafts lying in the river Savannah, between said city and Tybee, and their respective crews; and all
porters working on board such vessels shall be subj ect to the
ordinances of said city in regard to badges, and to porters and
laborers.
Jurisdictional
4. §4746. The jurisdi ctional limits of Sannnah shall exlimits of the
city.
tend one mile beyond the above defined corporate limits, so
as to enable the Mayor and Aldermen, by ordinance, to prohibit the cultintion of rice within said extended limits; and
any person aggrieyed by the action of Council in this respect
Appeal.
may appe<Ll from any such proceeding to the Superior Court
of Chatham County-the appeal to be tried by a special jury;
and tho only point in issue on such trial shall be: Is the
cultiYation of rice in the place prohibited injurious to the
h ealth of any portion of the citizens or inhabitants of Sava,nnah ? And if such issue sh all be determined in the
n egative, th en th e prohibition shall be null and void, and not
otherwi se.
f~~~~~~:~~~~: 5. §4747. The jurisdictional limits of said city shall exand bar-rooms tend two miles beyond the above defined corporate limits, so
as to give to said Mayor and Aldermen the control and regulation of all shops, stores, and bar-rooms, and the sole regulation and power of governing and directing taverns, and
granting licenses for retailing liquors within su ch limits, and
of preserving peace and good order therein on the Sabbath,
under such rules and regulations as from time to time may
be deemed advisable.

ARTICLE III.

POWERS AND RIGHTS OF 'rHE CORPORATION.
1. ~4748. By-laws.
2. 4749. Taxation.
3. 4750. Debts due the city-dignity of.
4. 4751. Streets, wharves, lanes,
etc.

5. 4752. Street railways.
6. 4753. Privilege may be farmed.
7. 4754. Transportation offreight.
8. 47 55. Rates of fare and freight.
9. 4756. System of drainage.
10. 4757. P ubli c Market.
11. 4758. May borrow money.
12. 4759. May hold real and personal estate.
13 4760. Police officers-appointment and pay.
14. 4761. Shops, taverns, barrooms , etc.

15 . ~4762. Pains and Penalties.
16. 4763. Fines-how collected.
17. 4764. Mayor and Aldermenpowers.
18. 4765. Pavements and sidewalks.
19. 4766. E xemptions of persons
and property.
20. 4767. Persons convicted-how
punished.
21. 4768. Exemptions from militia
duty_
22. 4769. Jail of Chatham county.
23. 4770. Rules and regulations
of the jail.
24. 4771. Erection of jail.
25. 4 772. Jail fees.
26. 4773. Ordinances continued.
27. 4774. _How evide nced.

1. §4748. The Mayor and Aldermen of said city shall :;Ja.:~~ablish
have power and authority, from time to time, to make, ordain,
and establish such by-laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations,
as shall appear to them requisite and n ~cessary for the security, welfare, and convenience of the said city and its inhabitants, and for preserving h ealth, peace, and good government
within the limits of the same.
2. §4749. They are also h ereby vested with full power Taxation.
and authority to make such assessments and lay such taxes
on the inhabitants of said city, and those who hold taxable
property within the same, and those who transact or offer to
transact business therein, as said corporate authorities may
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deem expedient for the safety, benefit, convenience, a.ncl advantage of said city, and may enforce the payment of such
assessments and taxes in such manner as said Mayor and
Aldermen may prescribe. Besides real and personal property,
the said Mayor and Aldermen may tax capital invested in said
city, stocks in money corporations, choses in action, income
and commissions derived from the pursuit of any profession,
faculty, trade, or calling, dividends, bank, insurance, express,
and other ::tgencies, and all other property or sources of profit
not expressly prohibited or exempt by State law or competent
authority of the United States.
Rank of tax
3. §4750. Taxes and assessments clue to said city shall
and
debts due rank as debts clue to the pub 1·w, wh etl1er m
· tl1e ac1mm1s
· · t rathe city.
tion of the assets of a decedent, or otherwise; and tax executions in f<Lvor of the city shall h~Lve the same lien on property
throughout the State, as judgments have by law.
Powers over
4. §4751. They shall ::tlso have power ::tncl authority to
streets,
lanes,
squares, etc. widen, ex tend, or straighten any street, l::tne, way, or square
in said city, ancl to open, lay out, and est::tblish any new street,
lane, way, or square within the limits of s::tid city; to remove
all nuisances, and all encro::tchments by wh::trves, erections, or
obstructions of any kind along the line of th e river, or along
or upon any street, lane, way, or place; but whenever said
Mayor ::tncl Aldermen shall exercise the power to widen, extend, or straighten a street, lane, way, or square, or to open,
lay out, and establish any new street, lane, way or square, to
the injury of private right, they shall appoint five freeholders,
who shall assess the damages sustained [*or the benefits or
advantages derived] by the owner or owners of the lot or lots
fronting on said streets, lanes, ways, or squares so widened,
extended, straightened, opened, laid out, 01: established, with
power and authority to said Mayor and Aldermen to enforce
the award or decision; but the owner or owners of land affected by such decision shall have the right to a1Jpeal therefrom to a special jury in the Superior Court of Chatham
county, whose verdict in the premises shall be conclusive.
S t:reet rail5. §4752. [The said Mayor and Aldermen, in council asways-bow
constructed
and as a corporation, are authorized and empowered
sembled,
and used.

* The part within [ ] pronounced invalid by the Supreme Court of
Georgia.- Compilers.
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to lay clown, build, and construct in any of the street s of said
city of Savannah, (except as he~·eaft.er .excepted), ancl to rur:,
operate and work the same, carnage ~·~1lways. for .the convemence of persons traveling in and YISitmg sa1cl mty; the cars
and carriages on such railways to be moved ancl propelled by
unimal power and not by steam, together with the necessary
turn-outs and switches; provided always, that in any case
"·here the grading for any such railway shall render a bridge
or bridges necessary for the con1enience of crossing a street
by other vehicles, or by persons on foot or on horseback, such
bridrres shall be built and k ept in proper repair ; also, that no
such\ail way shall, when it can po ssibly be avoided, interfere
with the u sual or mLtural grade of any street; and furth er,
that the rate of speed on any such railway shall not be greater
than that allowed by present or future ordinances of said city
for other vehicles; and proV?;decl fwrther, that such railways
shall, in all respects, be so constructed, laid, built, and used,
as that other Yebiclcs, and horsemen and footmen, may pass
freely in and across the st,reet or streets used by said railway, except at the instant of the passing of a car, carriage,
or train ; ancl further, that no such r<1ilway shiLll ever be
built or laid in or on any street which runs through a square
or park in said city, or in or on any street less than forty-five
feet in width.]
6. §4753. [The said corporation of Savannah, may either ~~tlar~a;~iEse
build, construct and use such railways, on its own account, or way privileges
let or farm the privilege to individuals or companies, uncler
the conditions and restrictions h erein contained, and at such
rates of fare ancl other charges as the City Council of said
city may by ordinance determine; p1·oviclecl however, that the
said corporation, in letting or farming the privileges as aforesaid, shall not sell the privilege for any money consideration
other than an agreed proportion of the the n et annual earnings of ~ncb railway or railways; and that the rates of fare
and other charges must beforehand be fixed by ordinance and
Published for 0o·eneral information; and Council may,. also,f
by contract, fix the time at which th e city's proportiOn o
earninrrs shall be made payable, and either by ordinance or
contra~t requiring indemnity for the payment of its said
proportion.]

12

CITY CHARTER, ETC.

POWERS ANb RIGHTS OF THE CORPORATION.

Question of
carrying
freight--how
determined.

7. §4754. [It shall be the right of said City Council to
determine what transportation, in addition to pn,ssengers and
baggage, may be made on such railways; provided, that permission to carry freight on such railways by any company or
contracting party, or by the city corporation shall not be
granted until the question of carrying freight shall have been
submitted to the ballot of the legal voters of sn,id city and
the County of Chatham, and by a majority of such voters
been approved.]
Rates of fare
8· §4755 · [After the rates of fare shall have been fixed by
and fre1ghthow fixed.
said City Council, for and upon such railway or railways, such
mtes shall never be increased, except by n,uthority from said
City Council; and in case the privilege of carrying freight be
allowed by ballot of the people as aforesaid, the City Council
shall always have the right to fix, limit, and change the rates
of such freight; and sa.i d City Council shall never depute,
delegate, or assign the right to construct, operate and use such
railways for a longer period than ten years; after which, the
City Council may, from time to time, renew the lease, grant,
or permission to the same party or parties, or grant the permission to other and different persons, and the City Council
may always, in advance, fix the terms (other than those hereinbefore prescribed) on which such railways may be built and
· used and managed.]
System of
9. §4756. The said Mayor and Alde1:men shall always
drainage.
have power to establish a complete system of drainage in and
around said city, for the health and comfort of its inhabitants;
but in cases where private property may be taken, or private
right be injured for such purpose, the same proceedings for assessing and paying the damage incurred shall be had as are
pointed out in Section 4751.
Public market
10. §4 757. They shall also have the complete control and
management of the present public market, and any other that
may be established in said city, and the regulation of the same,
and of sales and purchases therein.
May borrow
11. §4758. The said lVIayor and Alclermen shall have
money.
power to borrow money and contract loans for the public good,
and to subscribe for works of internal improvement, which,
in their judgment, may be to the interest of said city, and to
issue bonds and pledge the property, faith, and credit of the

'.
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city for the payment of such subscriptions; p1·ovided, no Proviso.
subscription or outlay of money shall be made for any such
work out of the city, except upon the recommendation of a
public meeting of the citizens of Savannah, oalled for the
purpose; and all bonds heretofore issued by said Alclermen
and still outstanding are hereby declared legal and valid.
'l 01'ty, In
· 1'ts corporat e capaC!'ty, may and
May personal
hold real
12. §47 u-g . Th e smc
hold real and personal property, and mlLY sell and dispose of property.
all or any part of the domain, property, land, lots, or any personal property to it belonging, from time to time, on such
terms as to said corporation shall seem expedient; but no
street, lane, or thoroughfare, after having been dedicated to
public uses (including all present dedications), shall be
aliened by said corporation, except by authority of the General Assembly. All rights of property existing in sa.id corporation n,t the adoption of this Code, are hereby expressly
reserved to it.
13. §4760 • The said Mayor and Aldermen shall have appomtment
Polic.e officers,
power to appoint all such officers under them as they may and pay.
deem proper for the police and good government of said city,
and to make all such rules and regulations for the government and compensation of such officers as said Mayor and
Aldermen may deem proper. Besides commissioners of pilotage, they may also appoint the harbor master, vendue masters, port wardens, health officers, inspectors of every sort,
gaugers, and measurers, and fix their duties and compensation,
but all appointments to office under said Mayor and Aldermen, existing at the adoption of this Code, shall continue
until the incumbent of said offices respectively, shall be superseded by expiration of the term of the same respectively, or
by resignation, or by authority of la;v, or by ordinance of
said city, for incapacity or improper conduct, when said
Mayor and Aldermen are not, by this Code or by other statutory enactments, or by the constitution of this State, prevented from declaring a vacancy.
14. §4 761. The said Mayor and Aldermen shall have the Shops, taverns,
stores and barcontrol and regulation of all shops, taverns, stores, and bar- rooms.
rooms, within the corporate and jurisdictional limits of said
city, and the regulation of tavern license and licenses to retail liquors within the same; and also the power to regulate
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the conduct of peddlers and itinerant traders within the same
limits, by taxation or otherwise. 'l'hey shall also have the
power to pass all ordinances, rules or regulations, proper or
Persons of
necessary for the government of persons of color within the
color.
city and its jurisdictional limits.
Pains and
15. §4762. They shall have power and authority to impenalties.
pose and inflict such pains, penalties, and forfeitures, for violations of the by-laws or ordinances of the city, as shall, in
their judgment, be conduciYe to the good order and government of said city; )J?'ovided, that no fine or forfeiture, for one
individual offence, shall exceed one hundred dollars, and no
imprisonment shall be for more than thirty clays; although
the said Mayor and Aldermen may impose and inflict several
and distinct fines and imprisonments, at the same meeting of
Council for several and distinct offences.
~~~~~J~;_
16. §4763. Fines, penalties, and forfeitures, shall be levied
ow collected. by warrant or execution of distress, and sale of the offender's
goods and chattels, if any to be found; otherwise, of lands
and tenements; and in case of no such property, then the
defendant may be imprisoned in the common jail, or made to
do public work, as hereinafter provided.
Mayor and At Id17. §4 764. The Mayor, or anv.J one Alderman, shall be
d ermen ves e
~~t.fu~~~ee~~ vested with the power of a justice of the peace, so as to enthe Peace.
able him, within the corporate and jurisdictional limits of the
city, to suppress riots or breaches of the peace, arrest, confine,
or bind over, offenders against the laws of the State, to answer
for snch offences before the proper tribunal.
Padvemdentsalks
18. §4765. Said Mayor and Aldermen shall have power
ans1ew.
to order such pavements and sidewalks, and repairs of the
same, as they may deem proper; and upon the failure of any
person to comply with such order within the time prescribed,
the said Mayor and Aldermen may have the same done, and
leYy and collect the expenses thereof by execution against
the lands and goods and chattels of the owner of the lot,
whether holding the same under lease-hold title from the city,
or hy title otherwise derived.
Mayor, etc.,
19. §4766. The Mayor and Aldermen, during their conexempted
from jury
tinuance
in office, shall be exempt from jury duty; and the
duty.
Springfield plantation, and all other property of the city now
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exempt from taxation by the gtate, shall continue to be so
exempt.
20. §4767. They shall have power to establish work- VIcted
P~rsonsfcon
o ofhouses and treadmills, and to cause labor and confinement fences-how
.
punished.
therem, and also on the public streets, squares, or lanes, by
persons, whether white or colored, convicted of offences
against the ordinances of the city or laws of the State in relation to said city.
Personfs ex21. §4768. The officers and IJrivates of the police or city empt
rom
watch of Savannah, shall be exempt from the performance of !"ilitia and
. cl uty under the peace establishment of this
. State; an d JUry duty.
m1'l'1tH1
they and the engineer and assistant engineer of the Savannah
water-works, shall be exempt from jury duty.
22. §4769. The jail of Chatham county shall continue, 6g:~:~~f
as heretofore, under the direction, control, and management county.
of the Mayor and Aldermen of Savannah, with all the rights
and duties of commissioners of the same, and with power to
them to appoint a jailer and other necessary officers, for a term
not exceeding three years; which said jailer and other officers
'shall respectively give such bond, and be allowed such compensation, as the Mayor and Aldermen shall, by ordinance,
prescribe; and which said jailer and other officers shall be
removable from office by said Mayor and Aldermen, for any
misconduct which shall, in their opinion, furnish sufficient
cause.
23. §4770. And said Mayor and Aldermen shall have regu
Rules at!'d
1a Ions
power to pass all ordinances, resolutions, rules, and regula- ~iil_pecting the
tions, for the regulation of the jail and the government of J •
the jailer and other officers, and all persons confined within
said jail, as said Mayor and Aldermen shall, from time to time
deem proper, and as shall not be repugnant to law; and the
jailer shall be answerable for all escapes from such jail, to the
same extent and in the same manner as the sheriff or other
keeper of a jail may, by the general law be.
24. §4771. All laws of force, for the erection of any new Lawsfor the
. .
.
.
erectwn of
Jall by the Justices of the Infenor Court* of Chatham county, new jail.
are hereby continued in force; but such new jail, when
erected, shall become the jail of said county, under the direc*Now the Ordinary.-Compilers.
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tion, control, and managemeRt of said Mayor and Aldermen,
as in the preceding Section mentioned; but the said jail
sh all be subject at all times to the visits and inspection of
said justices, and of the grand inquests of said county and
city, who may report to the City Council of said city, any misconduct of the officers thereof, or evils existing therein, and
r ecommend to said City Council any mode of redress or
remedy therefor.
Jail fees.
25. §4772. Persons committed to said jail on other th an
civil process, or process from the corporate authorities of
Savannah, sh all be a charge on the county from which the
prisoner may be sent; and said city auth orities may demand
p eriodical settlements from said county for the fees accruing
for such prisoner, and in case the Inferior Court* of any such
county sh all refuse to make periodical settlements or paym ents, it shall be lawful for the Superior Court of such county,
by mandamus or other process, on the application of the said
corporation of Savannah, or the jailer, to compel such settlement and payment.
~~~tf:g;dsin
26. §4773. All ordinances of said city existing at the
force.
time of the adoption of this Code, and not repugnant thereto,
shall be of full force and effect until the same be altered, modified, or r epealed by the Mayor and Aldermen of saicl city.
Ordin!lnces of
27. §4774. All ordinances, by-laws, rules, and r egulations
the City-how of SaiCL
· , Cl'ty, 1mbl'l Sl1ecl b y au tl101'1'ty of Sal'd Mayor and Alderevidenced.
men, and promulged as such by said authority, shall be evidence in all the courts in this State to the same extent that
laws of th e State, as published by authority, shall be evidence
of such laws; and when, in any case, an exemplification of
any such ordinance, by-law, rule, or regulation, minute of
council, or any lJaper of file in any of the departments of the
govemment of said city may be required, the same may be
authenticated under the official signature of the Mayor or
Acting Mayor, and the seal of said city.
*Now the Ordinary.-CompileTs.
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ARTICLE 4.
SPECIAL POWERS OF THE M.A. YOR AND CITY COUNCIL.

1. ~4775 . Spe.cial powers of Mayor.l3. ~4777. NuisAnces-how abated.
2. 4776. Ord111ances and police 4. 4778. :>aupers.
.
regulations.

1. §4775. The Mayor of the City of Savannah for the Speclnl powti:ne b m~g,
·
·
h· b
.
.
'
ers of Mayor.
an d d urmg
1s a sence or m
ab1lity
to discharge
h1s offiCial duties, the Chairman of Council, or such other
officer a~ may by law, or ordinance, or vote, or rule of Council,
of the said city, be at such times his substitute, shall have
full power and authority to issue warrants for the arrest of
all persons charged, upon affidavit before such officer or other
lawful magistrate, with having committed, within · the limits
of the City of Savannah, offences against any penal law of this
State, and to take the examination of such persons, and the
same to discharge or commit to prison, or let to bail, according to law, to answer such charge before the proper court having jurisdiction of the same, in the same manner as Justices of
the Peace of the several counties of the State now or hereafter
may h ave by law, and to issue such warrant according to law,
to be executed within the jurisdictional limits of Savannahall which warrants may be executed by the Marshal or Deputy
Marshal, or any Constable of said city, and be returned before
saicl Mayor, or his temporary official substitute, as aforesaid.
And the said Mayor or substitute as aforesaid, may by warrant
issued as aforesaid, cause suspected places to be entered, in as
full and ample a manner as any other Magistrate of this State
may, with a view to the detection and prevention, or punishment of offences, within said jurisdictional limits, against the
laws of this State, or the ordinances of said city.
2. §4776. The Mayor and Aldermen of said city shall Ordinances
have full power and authority to pass all such. ordinances and ~~:u~~~~~~s.
establish such police r egulations, not repugnant to the constitution and laws of this State, as in thei.r judgment and dis2
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cretion may be deemed best calculated to suppress, within the
jurisdictional limits of said city, the practice of illicit trading
with persons of color, and receiving stolen goods from them,
and of affixing and enforcing such penalties for the violation
of such ordinances and police regulafions as said Mayor and
Aldermen shall deem proper, and as shall not be inconsistent
with such constitution.*
Nuisances3. §4777. The said Mayor and Aldermen shall have power,
how abated.
by ordinance, resolution, or order of council, to 'cause to be
abated within the jurisdictional limits of said city, any nuisance which may tend to the immediate annoyance of the citizens in general, may be manifestly injurious to the public
health or safety, or tend greatly to corrupt the manners and
morals of the people, or any considerable part thereof, whether
the nuisance be such at common law or by statute of this
State, or by ordinance of said city, passed in conformity with
law, and to enforce the order for abatement and removal of
such nuisance by the Marshal and other civil force of said
city. And said Mayor and Aldermen shall have full power
Quarantine
and sanitary and authority to establish such system of quarantine and
regulations.
make such sanitary regulations anywhere on the Savannah
river, or elsewhere in Chatham county, as may in their judgment be proper to prevent the spread of contagious or infectious disease in said city.
Paupers.
4. §4778. Said Mayor and Aldermen shall have full power and authority to pass all ordinances and make all such rules
and regulations as may, in their judgment, be proper to prevent the influx or immigration of paupers into said city; and
nothing in the general laws of the State shall ever be considered in derogation of the powers hereby conferred upon said
Existing ordi- city authorities on said subjects; and any and every ordinance
nances con· t'mg m
· re1at'1on t o t h e m
· fl. ux of paupers
ttnued.
of sm·a Cl'ty now ex1s
therein, shall be considered as hereby confirmed.

* The foregoing Section now obsolete.-Compilen
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ARTICLE 5.
POLICE COURT OF SAVANNAH.

1. ~4779. Sessions
tion.

and jurisdic- / 2. ~4 780. Officers
costs.

may

collect

1. §4779. The Police Court of said city is hereby continu- Police Court a
.
.
court of reed a Court of Record, and the Mayor or actmg
Mayor lS
here- cord.
by authorized to preside in said Court, and to hold sessions sessions and
. may appear t o be necessary. Sa1.d jurisdiction.
thereo f as of ten as t o lurn
court sh~tll have cognizance of all offences against the ordinances of said city, and the laws of this State touching said
city, with power to inflict the proper punishment by fine and
imprisonment, or other penalty prescribed by such laws and
ordinances from time to time, and to enforce the same by mittimus, directed to the Marshal of said city or any lawful Constable thereof, and to the Jailer of Chatham county when
necessary; and said court shall have power to commit to jail
any and all person and persons who may disturb said court
during its sittings, or who may in any manner be in contempt
of its lawful authority; but an appeal may be entered or taken Appeal may
. .
from any judgment or dec1s10n
of sa1'd cour t ( excep t a com- be entered.
mitment for contempt), to the Mayor and Aldermen of said
city, in Council assembled, all costs being first paid and bond
given to abide the decision of said Council, and no certiorari certiorari
shall ever be allowed or granted until such is entered and the ~~~~~d
same is heard and determined by Council; and on the confirmation by Council of the decision or judgment of said Police
Court, in whole or in part, no certiorari shall be allowed until
the fine inflicted or confirmed by Council, and all costs shall
be paid into the treasury of said city.
2. §4780. I'he Clerk of Council, the Marshal of said city, Officers of Po.
.
.
Court may
and. the officers and members of the Pohce
of sa1d
mty,
who lice
collect costs.
are hereby declared to be ex officio Constables of said city, shall be
officers of said Police Court; and they are hereby authorized
to demand and receive for services rendered or duties performed in said court, such fees and costs for themselves, to be collected out of the defendants, as may be established by ordinance of said city.

FIRE DEPARTMENT OF SAV .A.NN.A.H.

ARTICLE

6.

ORGANIZATION OF CITY GOVERNMENT.

1.

~4781.

Organization of City Government.

1. §4781. The organization of the City Government of
Savannah, as existing at the time of the adoption of this Code,
shall continue until superseded or modified in conformity with
the provisions of said Code.

ARTICLE 7.
FIRE DEP .A.RTMENT OF S.A.V ANN .A.H.

1. ~4782. Savannah Fire Compa- 3. ~4784. Election and duty of offi.ny.
cers.
2. 4783. May purchase and hold 4. 4785. Other companies may be
property.
established.

1. §4782. The corporation known as the "Savannah Fire
Company," and their successors, shall continue to exist under
said corporate name, ancl under that name to sue and be sued,
plead and be impleaded, answer and be answered to, in any
and all the courts of this State, and to have, exercise and enjoy all the powers granted to them not repugnant to the Constitution of the United States and of this State.
:rn"l11 E~r~~~~~
2. §4783. Said corporation sh all continue invested with
erty.
power to hold all funds and property now belonging to it, and
such additions to said funds or property as may hereafter be
made, and to purchase and hold real and personal estate, and
also to receive all donations, legacies and bequests which may
be made to it, to be held, used and enjoyed for the purposes following, that is to say: that the rents, interests and profits of all
such property which said corporation may purchase or be interested in, and the interests of all loans which it has made or

Firdet company
an 11err successors.
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shall
make,
shall be used and applied to the purpose of reliev- appropnaLed.
Profits-:how
.
.
mg the d1stresses of its members, and to and for no other use
or purpose whatsoever.
3. §4784. Said corrJoration shall elect their officers in the oMffiaycers.
elect
manner pointed out in the ordinances of the City Council of
Savannah, and nothing herein shall be so construed as to
make said Fire company independent of saicl City Council, but
that
it shall . continue to be subject to the same control
of the
Not indepen.
.
. dent of City
City Council as that body has heretofore exerCised over 1t. CounciL
Said Fire company shall, on the first Monday• in January first
~hallMonday
report
annually, report to the City Council of Savannah what prop- in
January,
annually.
erty they have purchased or become interested in, what loans
they have made, the state of their funds, what disbursements
they have made, and for what benevolent purposes.
4. §-1785. The Mayor and Aldermen shall have power to Mderine'fi
ayor.a,ndAlmay
appoint
such
officers
and
agents,
and
make
such
rules
and
regestablish other
.
.
.
fire comparues
ulatwns for such appomtments, and for the kcepmg up of an
efficient force for preventing and extinguishing fires in said
city, as the said Mayor and Aldermen shall deem expedient;
but nothing herein contained shall be construed to repeal the
charter of any fire company now existing by law.

ARTICLE 8.
COLLECTION OF RENTS, RECOVERY OF POSSESSION, ETC.

4. 4789. Warrant, how obtained1. ~4786. Distress for rent.
defences.
2. 4787. C 1 aim to property dis5. 4790. Contracts for rent bear
trained.
interest.
3. 4788. Lien of distress warrants.
Dispossessing tenant.

1. §4786. Rent due by any person or persons, for lands or Rent--distreEs
tenements lying within the city of Savannah, or the precincts for.
thereof, may be recovered by distress warrant, issuing on the
affidavit of the. person claiming th e same,
his agent' or attor- w
Warra1_1t-by
.
hom Issued
ney at law, or m fact, for the sum clmmecl to be due. If such and to whom
. of m
. t eres t , d o not exceecl fifty dollars, such directed,
sum, excl us1ve

22

CITY CHARTER, ETC.

affidavit must be made before a Justice of the Peace, and the
warrant be issued by such justice, and be directed t o and executed by any lawful constable of the county, and levied on any
Advertisdeproperty
of the defendant; and the advertisement and sale
ment an sa1e.
'
shall be as in other cases of sale under execution. If the rent
If rentexshall exceed fifty dollars, besides interest, the affidavit must
ceeds $50.
be made before the Judge of the Superior Court or Judge of
the City Court of Savannah, or any of the *Justices of the
Inferior Court of Chatham county, who shall issue a warrant
authorizing the Sh eriff of the City Court of Savannah, or any
lawful constable of said city, to distrain on any property belonging to the defendant, and to advertise and sell the same
as in cases of execution on judgment; but in every case of'
"!~Pj:_vy-- how levy under this section, a replevy shall be allowed, when the
defendant or his agent shall make oath that the rent claimed,
or some part thereof, is not due, and shall give security for the
eventual condemnation money; ancl in th at case, the leYying
officer shall return the papers to the court having jurisdiction,
Issue and trial . and the issue thus t endered shall be th ere tried and determined by a jury, as in cases of claim; and in case of verdict for
the plaintiff, judgment shall be entered up and execution issued
against principal and security, as in cases of appeal.
Pr!l~j0P~~sP2. §4787. When lJroperty distrained shall be claimed by a
erty.
third person, the claim shall be on oath of such person, or his
agent, and shall be put in, returned, and determined, as in
other cases of claim.
Lienof dis3. §4788. No preference shall begiven to IJersonsdistraint ress warrants•.
mg for rent, .where there is a judgment against the person or
property so distrained; but the lien of such distress warrant
shall be the same as the lien of a judgment on the property of
the defendant. And where any person leasing or renting any
lot or lots, tenement or tenements, within the city of SavanTenant failing nab, shall fail to pay the rent when the same shall become clue,
to pay r ent
and deliver
[or] shall refuse to deliver possession to the lessor, at the expipossesswn,
.
f .
may be dispos- ratiOn o hts lease or con tract for rent, th~ Judge of the Supesessed.
.
C t
.
nor our , or any one of the J usttees of th e Inferior Court of
Chatham county, or th e Judge of the City Court of Savannah,
*There being now no ucb Justices, qucere as to the Ordioary.-Compilen
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npy issue a writ of possession, directed to the Sh eriff of the
City Court of Savannah, or any lawful constable of said city,
commanding said sheriff or constable to deliver possession of
th e premises to the lessor-which writ shall be by such officer
immediately executed and returned.
4. §4789. The application to a judge o,r justice, under the !;f,~~i:i,~~e
preceding section, must be on the affidavit of the party apply- oath.
ing, or his attorney, or agent; but when the tenant shall declare, on oath in writing, that his lease, whether oral or written, is not expired, or that h e does not bold the premises either
by lease or rent from such person making such application, or
by any one h olding under him by rent or oth erwise, or wh ere
the landlord sh all seek to remove the tenant, on the ground
that the rent is due and remain s unpaid, [if the t enant will
make affidavit that the rent claimed is not due,] he shall not
be removed from the possession of said premises, but the
sh eriff or constable sh all return the proceedings to the next
[City Uourt of Savannah, unless the same sh all be h eld within ten days; in that case, they shall return the proceedings to
the next term thereafter,] and the fact shall be there tried;
but if determined against the tenant, he sh all pay double the
rent reser.-ecl or to be clue, and the party entitled to possession
shall immediately be put in possession by order of said court;
but the tenant making oath in order to retain possession shall
not be entitled to possession, except on giving bond and good
security, to be approved of by the sheriff or constable, conditioned for paying double the rent reserved, or to be due, if th e
proceedings in the City Court shall be determined against such
tenant-::md said bond, when so taken, sh all be returned into
court with the oth er proceedings; [and when the jury shall
find against th e tenant, and assess the amount of double rent,
the plaintiff may enter up judgment at once against the tenant and his security on the bond, in the same manner that
judgment may now be entered up against the principal and his
security upon appeal.]
5. §4790. Contract s for rent, whether oral or written, ~~ti'tt~';..~t~-r
shall bear interest from the time the rent becomes clue; and Judgment
~erest,andfu t
·a
all actions for recovery of rent in arrear, before any court t erm.
within the city of Savannah, shall be triable at the first term
of th e court to which the action is returnable,
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ARTICLE 9.
PARTY WALLS AND FENCES.

1. ~4791. Agreements to build par- 3. ~4793. Repairing by one alone.
ty walls.
4. 4794. City Council may further
2. 4792. Building by one party
regulate.
alone.
Con tracts to
build andrepair party
walls and
fences.

1. §4791. [Whenever owners of adjoining lots or parts of
lots o~ land in the city of Savannah, shall, in writing, agree
to bmld a party wall or fence on the line of the respectiYe
owners, and to k~ep the same in repair, said owners may record
such agreement m the clerk's office of the Superior Court of
Chatham county, within the time and on the terms for recording conveyances of real estate; and such agreement, so recorded, shall operate as a covenant with the land, and shall be
binding on said respective owners and their heirs and assigns;
and the same effect shall be given to a similar agreement for
the repairing only of a party wall or fence, such acrreement
being pro~erly recorded as aforesaid:]
b
One may
2· §4792 . [Wl1enever· '.11e
· owner of a 1ot , or IJart lot of land
alone,
on build
no~~~~~-other in said city, shall desire to put up a wall or fence on the line of
such lot, or part lot, dividing it from an adjoining lot, or part lot,
on the contiguous line of which there may be no wall or fence,
such owner so desiring to build may give twenty days' notice
to the adjoining owner, or his agent, of such desire to build,
and if such adjoining owner shall neglect or refuse to join in
the expense of building and keeping in r epair such wall or
fence, then the party giving such notice shall be entitled, and
is hereby authorized, to put up and build such wall or fence,
of the usual thickness and with the proper foundation, partly
upon his own ground and partly upon the adjoining ground,
on application to, and permission granted by, the City Council
of said City of Sa;vannah; and in this case, when the other own-

PARTY WALLS AND FENCES.

25

er 18 desirous of building or using such wall or fence, he may
use 80 much thereof as may be necessary, by paying to the builder, or his heirs or assigns, one-half Qf its value, and then the two
owners shall become joint owners of said party wall or fence,
and be equally bound for all necessary repairs. Such half Yalue :e_uilder ma.:r
. or assrgns,
.
f
may be recovereel by tl1e lJlll.11
c er, h'IS l1errs,
rom th e recoverhnlf
value of wall
party so as aforesaid usin~ the said _wall. or fence, after it shall -when.
have been built as aforesaid, by actwn m any court of competent jurisdiction; and such cause of action shall be a lien on
such adjoining lot, or part lot, until payment of said half value;
provided, always, that nothing herein contained shall be so
construed as to authorize any person to put up, build, or erect,
any wall, fence, or other structure, in said city, contrary to a
:fire or other lawful ordinance of Savannah.]
Onepartymay
3. ~<•793
yt
· [In any case where there shall be a dividincr
b repair alone
fence between two lots, or part lots, in said city, which may re- ~gg gfh~f~~
justproq uire repair, the IJarty refusing to pay his just proportion of pay
poruon.
expenditure for any n ecessary repair made by the other party
for the benefit of both, may be compelled to pay such proportion, at the suit and on the recovery of such other party before
any court of competent jurisdiction; provided, it be shown on
the trial that the said refusing party was cluly notified of the
necessity of such repair, and by himself, or his agent, declined
to pay such proportion.]
4. §4794. [The City Council of Savannah is authorized to City Council
.
.
may mal<e
make, by orchnance, such further rules and regulatwns con- furthe~· rules
· d"lVl·d"mg wa11s an d 1ences
.c
. confl."1c t wr"th walls.
as to d1V1dmg
cernmg
as are no t In
this Article, or with the Constitution and laws of this State.]
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ARTICLE 10 .
CEMETERIES IN AND NEAR SAVANNAH.

Owners and keepers of 4- ~4798· Exemptions from jury
Cemeteries.
duty.
~. 4796. Interments to be report· 5. 4799. Acts continued in force.
ed.
3. 4797. Owners, etc., failing in
duty.
1.

~4 795.

AUCTION, AUCTIONEERS AND VENDUE MASTERS.

of said Police Court to the Mayor and Aldermen in council
assembled, under such rules and regulations as are prescribed
by law. ·
cemeteries
in
and
n ear empt
TZeepers ex4. §4798. Th e keepers of public
.
.
,
.
from
Savannah, shall be exempt from Jury duty m th e Supenor and jury duty.
Inferior Cour ts of Chatham county, and in the City Court of
Savannah.
5. §4799. The Act of the 27th December, 1847, incorpo- ~;~1 ~M8~~
rating the Evergreen Cemetery Company of Bonaventure, and tinned.
80 much of the Act of 18th February, 1854, as refers to the cemetery for the deceased members of the Roman Cath olic Congregation worshiping in the city of Savannah, are continued
in full force.

g~~~~ ~~d

1. §4795. It shall be the duty of each and every owner or
keeper of a cemetery (other than a privat ecemetery or burialplace), within five miles of the extended limits of the city of
Savannah, to keep a correct record, or registry, in a well bound
book, of all interments made by him, or his assistant or assistants, of the remains of any deceased person, showing his or
her name, nativity, age, place of residence, and death, day of
burial, disease or accident occasioning the death of the deceased, and the name of the attending physician, if any.
Interments
to
2. §4796 • Each <and every such IJerson ownin()'
be reported 1.m
o or k eeping
monthly. ~ a cemetery, as afotesaid, shall make out and hand to the Clerk
of Council of Savannah, a regular monthly report of all interments made by him, or by his assistant or assistants, of all
deceased persons dying within the city of Savannah, or elsewhere, and buried as aforesaid, and make out and furnish a
Weekly re- ·weekly report of such interments to the Secretary of the Board
ports.
of H ealth of said city, whenever said board sh all meet weekly,
and monthly, wh~n its meetings shall be monthly.
f~~~i-~otg~m- 3. §4797. Any person offending against any of the proply with
the VlS
. lons
.
' of th e t wo 1mme
.
d'1at ely p1ece
. a·111 0o· sect wns,
'
two
preceding
sh all , on
sections.J- conviction before the Police Court of Savannah (which is hereby invested with jurisdiction in all such cases), be fined in the
sum of thirty dollars for each and every offence- one-half of
the fine to the informer, and the other half to the corporation
of Savannah; but the defendant may appeal from the decision
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ARTICLE II.

AUCTION, AUCTIONEERS AND VENDUE MASTERS.
STATUTES.
1. Who may be Auctioneers.

2. Auctioneers may sue in their
own name.

3.
4.
5.

responsible to pur·
chaser if he sells stolen horse
or mule.

ORDINANCES.
6. Auctioneers shall give bond in
Application to be auctioneer
the sum of $1,000, and make
quarterly return s.
must set forth place of auction
business.
7. None but resident of the city for
Special auction sales.
12 months to act as crier; pen·
No person to have any part of
alt.y $30 to $100.
profits unless he is partner.
8. Transient dealer compelled to
Tax on sales.
take out license.

1. Auction sales, held by whom.

2.

13. Auctioneer
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STATUTES.
1. Any citizen of Georgia shall have the right to exercise
all the privileges, powers, and functions of a vendue mast er or
§1438.
auctioneer in any city or town in this State, by paying such
license and giving su ch bond as may be demanded or required
by the by-laws, rules or ordinances of the town or city in
which such person may wish to exercise the calling of vendue
master or auctioneer.
Right of auc2. Auctioneers may sue in their own name for goods sold
rr~i~~~sJgd~ue by them.
:~!!·onsible to 3. Any vendue master who may sell' or dispose of any horse
~~~~Y1~s;t~1~n or mule, shall be h eld responsible to the purchaser for damh1orse ,o r mdu le. ages, in the event that it be shown and }Jroven that the horse
rw1 n s 0 o e
·
§1439.
or mule, so sold by him, was stolen.
Who may be
auctioneers.
Irwin's Code

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 1st July, 1852.

1. It shall not be lawful for any person whomsoever, not
being a licensed vendue master, or a sh eriff, coroner or constable, in execution of lawful process, or an executor, administrator or guardian, in the clue execution of his trust, to hold any
public venclue sales or auction whatsoever, or to expose for
sale by himself at public outcry, any goods, chattels, wares,
produce or merchandise, within the limits of the city of Savannah. And if, after the passing of this ordinance, any person other than the person h ereinbefore named, shall hold any
public auction whatsoever within th e limits of the city of Savannah, or shall expose to sale by himself at public outcry
within the limits of the city, any goods, wares, chattels, merchandise or produce whatsoever, such person so acting or
offending shall be subj ect and liable to a fin e for each and
Penalty.
every such act or offence, of not exceeding fifty dollars, to be
imposed and recovered on information before the Mayor of
said city.
.:e~~~~~~i~fa~~ 2. When an application for the office of vendue master shall
~~:~~~~~n
h er eafter be made, the applicant shall set forth the store or
place at which be intends to conduct or carry on his general
vendue or auction business, and no auctioneer shall h ereafter
Auction sales,
held by whom.
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b'e permitted to bold, carry on, or conduct any general auction
• vendue business at any other store or house than the store
0I
.
or place so set forth, unless by special permission of Council;
and hereafter all licen ses shall show the said store or place as
set forth by the applicant, and such licenses shall not be in any
way assignable.
Ordinance 24th February, 1853.

3 That such license shall authorize said vendue master to Special auc.
.
. h" th "t
cl t tion sales.
bold special auction sales at any pomt w1t m e c1 y, an a
any time during the continuance of said license, for the purpose of selling any goods, wares, merchandise, furniture, vessels, cargoes, or other property, and to employ such other persons to sell for them as they may deem necessary for the time
being, such sales to be made under the direction of said licensed vendue masters in good faith, and not with intent to
defraud the corporation of the city of Savannah.
4. N 0 vendue master sh all h ereafter be permi ttecl to use No person to
have Any part
his license in such I)lanner as to allow any person other than of profits un. less he 1s a
such vendue master, to have any part or share of the comnus- partner.
sions or profits, which may be made on the sales of such vendue master : P1·oviclecl, That if there be two or three partners,
and license be granted to one partner, the license shall set forth
the name or names of the other partner or partners, who may
be allowed to receive a share of such profits; and if any licensed
vendue master shall h ereafter so use his license, that any person
other than the person or persons named in the license sh all
receive a part or share of the commissions or profits on his
sales, such licensed vendue master sh all be liable to a fine of Penalty.
one hundred dollars, to be recovered on information before the
Mayor of the ci ty. And if any vendue master, licen sed, shall
carry on any general auction or sale at public outcry at any
place other than the place named in his license, without special
permission of Council, h e shall be liable to a fine of one hunill·ecl dollars, to be recovered on information before the Mayor
of the city .
Tax Ordinance 29th October, 1857.

5. The rates of taxes on sales at auction, in this city, shall twn
~ax on aucsales.
be as follows, to wit: on the gross amount of sales where the
sum shall not exceed one thousand dollars, one per centum;
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where the same shall exceed one thousand dollars, and shall
not exceed three thousand dollars, one-half of one per centum;
where the same shall exceed three thousand dollars, one-fourth
of one per centum; and all .vendue masters or auctioneers
shall make their returns in the manner, at the times, and under the penalties prescribed by law.
Ordinance 2d August, 1839.

;\~li~~~~~~nd

6.

Vendue masters or auctioneers for the city of Savannah

~~ 0~~~ .s~d' of shall, previous to receiving license or acting as such, give bond
~~~~~ui-~~~ter- with two or more securities to the lVIayor and Aldermen of

the City of Savannah, in the sum of one thousand dollars, conditioned for the payment of all clues and taxes for
which such auctioneers may be liable, or which at any time
may be clue by them, as auctioneers, to the city, and to make
quarterly returns, account and pay into the treasury such sum
or sums thus clue, and also faithfully to perform all the duties
required by ordinance of such auctioneers; and such auctioneer or vendue master shall, in addition to the fee to be paid to
License and
the officers of Council, pay for the use of the city, the sum of
fees.
two hundred dollars, and if the said vendue masters or auctioneers shall presume to sell at public auction, or in any way
act as vendue masters previous to receiving his license, to be
signed by the lVIayor or acting Mayor, or who shall refuse or
neglect to do any business appertaining to their respective
offices when required or called upon between sunrise and sunset, or who shall be guilty of any collusion or malpractice, in
Penalty$IOo. order to deceive, he shall, on conviction, forfeit a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, to be paid into the treasury of
the city.
Ordinance 23d January, 1867.
Nondeento
but af t he
7. It shall not be lawful for any person, not a licensed or
res1
city for twelve authorized auctioneer, to act as crier at any auction sale within
months to act
.
.
as crier.
sa1d City, unless such person shall have been a constant resident

of said city for the space of at least twelve months immediately preceding such sale; and any person violating this ordinance shall, for every day's offence, be liable to a fine of not less
P$1e0nalty
$30 to than
thirty nor more than one hundred dollars, in the discreOper day.
.
twn of the Mayor, or other officer acting in his stead, and that
the person employing such criers, in violation of this ordi-

llADGES, DRAYS AND OTHER VEHICLES.

31

mince, shall be subject to the same penalties as the criers
themselves.
Tax Orclinance for 1871.

8. And it is hereby declared to be the meaning of this or- Transient
.
.
dealers comdmance, that the license granted to an auctwneer shall not pelled to take
·
h
·
£
.
out license.
auth onze sue auctwneer to sell or any trans1ent dealer or
other person, where the sale or sales may not pass regularly
through the books of a regularly licensed auctioneer; but every
such transient dealer or other person shall be compelled to
take out a license as an auctioneer, under a penalty of one hundred dollars for every unauthorized sa]e or offer to sell. Every
licensed auctioneer shall have the privilege of appointing one Criers allowed.
assistant crier, whose name shall be recorded in the Treasurer's
office, and entered on the license issued. And no person shall Stipulations.
be permitted to sell as an auctioneer or vendue master, until
he shall have complied with the conditions contained in Section 1438 of the Code.of Georgia, known as Irwin's Code.

ARTICLE III.

BADGES, DRAYS AND OTHER VEHICLES.
ORDINANCES.
1. No Vehic.les to be let for hire 7. Rates for passengers and bagwithout license.
gage.
2. Price of license.
8. Badges half price after the 1st
3. Vehicles to be driven by sober
July.
persons, &c., between 16 and 9. Drivers convicted of extortion,
60 years of age.
fined $30.
4. License to expire on the first 10, Load for four horses 10,000 lbs.
Monday in January in each
on plank (now paved) roadand every year.
4,480 lbs. off; others in propor5. No vehicles to be driven through
tion to the number of horses.
\ lanes.
11. Who shall take out badges.
6. Rates of drayage.
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12 No driver of any omnibus, hack, 14. The Mayor or other presiding
officer of the Police Court au&c., shall engage in such busithorized to revoke badge, on
ness unless he bas procured
conviction before Police Court
from the Clerk of Council a
15. Taxes on vehicles, how paid, &c.
badge stamped, &c.
13. Every driver shall remain at his
carriage door, and not. leave it
except for the purpose of putting on baggage.

ORDIN ANOES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 6th June, 1839.
No vehicle to

1. The owner or owners of every cart, wagon, dray or other
carriage
that shall be let or driven for hire within the city of
cense.
Savn.nnah, shall first obtn.in a license for so doing from the
City Treasurer for the time being, who ~hall number the same
and register the same, and shall have the number of such license stamped on a tin plate not less than three inches long,
and said tin plate shall be attached in some conspicuous place
on said cart, wagon, dray, or other carriage so intended to be
let or driven for hire, and any one violating any provision of
this section shall forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding thirty
dollars.
~~~~~- 0 ~~~
2. The following shall be the prices for licenses and badges
ordinancel870 • for the vehicles and animals hereinafter mentioned:
For each one-horse dray or truck ................... $16 00
For each two-horse dray or truck. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 00
For each three-horse dray or truck. ................. 31 00
For each four-horse dray or truck.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46 00
For each one-horse cm't or wagon.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 00
For each two-horse cart or wagon.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 00
For each one-horse cab, hack or buggy .............. 20 00
For each two -horse cn.b, hack, or pleasure carriage.. . . . 40 00
For each two-horse omnibus ....................... 40 00
For each four-horse omnibus.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 00
For any break wagon used for exhibiting horses for sale 40 00
For each horse or mule used for loading or unloading
vessels.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 00

be let for hire
without ll-

Ordinance 6th June, 1839.
Vehicles to be
dnven by sober,
persons,&c.,
between
16 and tiO years
of age.

3· Each dray ' cart' wagon ' or other carriaO'e
so intended
o '
for hire' shall be driven and managed by a sober, discreet and

able person, not less than sixteen, and not over sixty years of
age ; and for a violation of any provision of this section, the
owner of such dray, cart, wagon, or other carriage, shall for- Penalty, $30.
feit and pay a sum not exceeding thirty dolln.rs.
4. All licenses for driving carts, drays, wagons, or other L!cense to excarriages, within the city, shall expire on the first Monday in t:~~gi'l[~t
· each an d eyery year, an d every person wh o sh all January.
J annary, m
have obtained such license, shall be obliged, and they are here- To carry goods
by requned, at all times (Sundays excepted), when not actu- =~~~=
unless pre-enally engaged or pre-engaged to work for some other person, gaged.
immediately to carry all goods, wares, merchandise, and commodities, on application being made and payment being tendered, and for every neglect or refusal so to do, the owner or
owners thereof shall be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty Penalty, $30.
dollars.
5. No cart, dray, wagon, or other carriage, shall use the ~~v~eih<;.~u~h
lanes of the city, but shall avoid driving through them, and the lanes.
in case any person be found driving in or using any lane as
aforesai<J, without good or sufficient excuse, the clriver thereof, or the owner or employer thereof, shall be fined in a snm Penalty, $3.
not exceeding three dollars.
0

0

Ordinance 27th December, 1865.

6. The following rates shall be allowed for loading and unlon.ding and htwling :
:Ballast, per ton of two thousand two lnmdrecl and forty Drayage rates.
pounds, one dollar and twelve cents; bricks, by the thousand,
two dollars; chairs, per dozen, twenty cents; coal, per ton of
two thous::m d two hundred and forty pounds, one dollar and
a half; cotton per bale, for any distance, twenty cents; flour
and other dry bn.rrels, per barrel, seven cents; furniture, for
~me horse wagon, per load, fifty cents; grain, except oats, per
bushel, in sacks, two and a half cents; hay, per bundle, twelve
cents; iron, per ton of two thousand two hundred and forty
pounds, one dollar and twenty-five cents; liquors and salted
provisions, per barrel, ten cents, and by the hogshead or pipe,
fifty cents; lumber, by the thousand feet, one dollar and seventy-five cents; oats, per bushel, one cent and a half; rice, per
tierce, twenty-five cents, per half tierce, fifteen cents; salt in
bulk, per bushel, four cents, in sack, per sack, seven cents;
3

I

t

-
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shingles, per thousand, seventy-five cents; staves, per thousand, one dollar; sug:1r, per hogshead of twelve hunclred
pounds, or over, fifty cents, of less than twelve hundred pounds,
forty cents; tobacco, per hogshead, fifty cents; trunks of travelers, two and a half feet long, each twenty-five cents; valises
and carpet-bags, each ten cents; wood, per cord, to any part
of the city, one dollar and twenty-five cents: Provided, always,
that for a full load of any articles not enumerated in the above,
no charge shall be allowed to exceed forty cents for a single
horse dray or wagon, and sixty cents for a double horse dray
or wagon; and that for anything less than a full load, not
more than twenty-five cents shall be charged.
Ordinance July, 1868, as amended by Ordinance August 19th, 1868.
Rates for pas- 7. The rates of fare for the conveyance of any passenger
sengers and
baggage.
and his or her baggage from any point in said city, to any
other point in the same, by any cab, hack, carriage, omnibus,
or other vehicle, shall be seventy-five cents and no more: P?·ovidecl, always, that where the baggage of any passenger shall
exceed one hundred pounds in weight, an extra charge of not
more than twenty-five cents for each additional piece shall be
allowed, and may be received for conveying such excess of
baggage; and pTovidecl, also, that only one half said rates
shall be allowed for carrying children under twelve years of
Penalty for age. That any driver, condu ctor, or owner of any such cab,
violation $30.
hack, carria.ge, omnibus or other vehicle, who shall offend
against any part of this section, shall, on conviction before the
Police Court, be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars
for every such o-ff'ence.
Ordinance 29th December, 1853.
Badges half
8. All badges issued, or licenses for vehicles taken out bj
IJrice after 1st
.
July.
residents of the City of Savannah, between the first clay of
July and the thirty-first day of December, shall be issued or
taken out, at one half the several sums prescribed for badges,
or licenses for vehicles, by the existing ordinances of the city.
Oruinance 6th June, 1839.
Drivers con9. If any driver of a dray, cart, or wagon shall be convictvicted of extortion tined ed of extortion, or charging more than the rates prescribed by
$30.
ordinance, the owner of the same shall be fined in a sum not
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exceeding thirty dollars, and the driver of such dray, cart, or
wagon may be discharged and in·c apacitated from driving, and
the license canceled.
Ordinance 20th December, 1849.
10. No four-horse wagon, dray, cart, truck or other vehirle, ~g~!~~f0~gef
shall be permitted to be loaded with more than ten thousand ~-~~do~lls-onl~s.
pounds weight, passing over the plank (now paved) or other ~~dP~~~r~~ ~~
paved road, nor more than four thousand four hunclred andt~~s~~ber of
eighty pounds when off the same, and all others to be regulated by the same rule, in proportion to the number of horses
used, under a penalty of five dollars, to be recovered by infor- Penalty, $5.
mation before the Mayor, or acting Mayor presiding at the
Police Court; one half to the informer, the other half to the
city.
Ordinance 22d December, 1870.
11. The following persons shall be compelled to take out Badges.
badges on the first clay of Janum·y, annually, or within ten
days theren.fter, at the lJrices herein designated, that is to say :
Every vender of small wares, and every huckster and hawker, sm:tll
Venders
of
wares.
and keeper of a cook stove or cook shop, an annual badge,
at
Hucksters
.
hawkers. and
the price of ten dollars which may be reduced one-half 1f not Keepers of
'
.
.
cool< stoYcs or
required to be taken out until after. the first day of July; and shops.
any person subject or liable to take out any such license or Licenses and
.
. db y th'rs or a·mance badges.
badge, or any other
license or badge reqmre
to be taken out, except as may be required by section 7 of this
ordinance, and f~tiling to do so for ten days after the said person
shall have begun business, in each year, shall be liable to a. fine Penalty.
of not more than thirty dollars for every day's default, on conviction before the Police Court, or to imprisonment for not
more than thirty days. The licenses and badges pro1ided for How issued.
in this ordinance, shall be issued by the Clerk of Council, ancl
the licenses shall be signed by the Mayor, attested by the Clerk,
and have impressed: on them the seal of the city.
Ordinance 18th January, 1871.
.
.
l1ack or carnage,
·
No driver
of
12. No clnver
of any omnrbus,
ancl no any
omnibus,
.
ffi ·
t
..
.
.
t
hack.
&c.,
sball
runner fort l1e same, carrpng oro enng o cany passengers o engage in such
and from the several rail road depots, and steamship and steam- Pe~~ig~~18a~~; 0 _
· sa1·a Cl"ty, sh a.11 b e a11owe d or. per-. cured
from tbe
.
boat w h arves or 1an d mgs
In
Clerkof('ouncil a badge,
stamped, &c.
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mitted to engage in such business of carrying or offering ot
carry passengers, as aforesaid; until and unless such driver or
runner shall have procured from the Clerk of Council of said
city a badge, stamped with a number, in such manner as shall
be determined by the Mayor, and in the case of ru:ivers or
runners employed by a hotel or other public house, with the
name of such hotel or house, in addition to the number, and
which badge shall be good for one year only from the first day of
January, annually, to the first day of the next succeeding J anuary-the number of all badges for one hotel or house to be the
same, and to be good for any driver or runner of that hotel or
house for one year as aforesaid; a11d for every of "\\ hich such
badges there shall be paid to the Jlerk of Council, for the use
of said city, the sum of two doT.ars. And any such driver or
runner who shall engage in su ;h business of driving or running, without ha"l'ing such badge prominently exposed on his
person, so as easily to be seen, shall, on conviction before the
Police Court, be liable to a fine of not more than thirty dollars and imprisonment for not more than thirty clays, either
or both, at the discretion of the officer presiding in said court;
each and every act of such unauthorized driving or running
to be considered a separate offence.
~h~TI"~e~~~~rat 13. That every such driver or runner shall remain at his
his carriage
carriage omnibus or hack door at every such depot wharf or
door, and not
'
'
'
'
leave it except landing during the time IJassencrers are being landed or are
for the pur'
b
'
pose of putg·etting out of the car or cars and no such driver or runner
ting on ba~'
gage.
~
shall be permitted to leave such door, except only and strictly
for the purpose of putting on baggage. In case the wharf or
depot is not open to the omnibuses and hacks, the police on
duty at such wharf or station, shall keep free and open way
to and from the entrance to such wharf or depot, and no hackman or clrayman shall be permitted within such enclosure,
under the penalty or penalties prescribed in the foregoing section.
The Mayor or
14. That the Mayor, or other officer presiding in said Poother presiding officer in lice Court, be, and he hereby is authorized, to revoke the badge
Police Court
authorized to of any such driver or runner who shall be convicted before
revoke badge
on conviction said court of any violation of this ordinance, or of any rude
before said
court.
or boisterous demeanor or vociferation (which is hereby prohibited) at such depot, wharf or landing; and in case of such
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revocation, such driver or runner shall not again be entitled
to such ba((ge except on the authority of said Mayor; but
nothing in this section contained, shall be construed to prevent said Police Court from inflicting the penalties provided
for violations of other parts of this ordinance, as hereinbefore
prescribed.
Tax Ordinance for 1871.

15. The taxes on buggies, carriages and pleasure vehicles, Tax on vehishall be paid to the City Treasurer; and, where badges are ex- ~~~paid.
acted, they shall be taken out at the office of the Clerk of
Council, and the fees paid to him. Such badges or licenses Badges.
shall be taken out on the first clay of January, annually, or
within ten days thereafter, and shall be good until the sue. ceeding January; but where the same may not be required to
be taken out before the first day of July, the price may be
graduated by the Mayor, in his discretion; and any person of- Prices gradu'len
" a·mg agams
. t th"IS sec t•wn may be fined m
. a sum not exceed- Pen~lty
ated
for
ing thirty dollars for each day's default, .or imprisonment for ~::~t~~t
not more than thirty days.
badges.

I
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particular year may impose.
twenty-five dollars.
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Every private Billiard table

Ordinance 29th October, 1857.

ARTICLE IV.

BILLIARD TABLES, BOWLING ALLEYS, POOL
TABLES, TEN PIN ALLEYS.
ORDINANCES.
1. Billiard R ooms or Bow ling Alleys 3. If opened after the first of Jan·
closed at 12 o'clock at night
uary in any year the like sum
and disorderly, etc., conduct
paid.
forbidden.
2. Tax for each Billiard table $40.
Pool table $150. Ten pin alley
$80. Private Billiard table
$25.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 16th November, 1843.
Billiardrooms
or
Bowlmg alleys closed at
12 o'clock at
night, and disorderly conduct forbidden.

1. It shall not be lawfnl for the 1n-oprietor of Billiard
Rooms or Bowling Alleys
to permit riotous ' disorderly or noi"y
·
o
conduct within their respective
premises, or to keep them
.
open after 12 o'clock at mght, to the annoyance of the inhabit ants rest·a·mg near sueh establishments. And for every violation of this section such keepers or proprietors shall be dealt
with as in other cases of violation of the ordinances of the
city in relation to riotous, disorderly or noisy conduct.
Tax ordinances 1870 and 1871.

Tax. fodr teabclh
2. Every the owner or owners of a Billiard table used for
B1111ar a e
$40. Pool table hire in the City of Savannah shall pay to the City Treasurer
$150, Tenpm
'
alley $oO, pri- forty dollars for each table, and and for every Pool table one
vate table $25.

hundred and fifty dollars, for every Ten pin alley, thirty
dollars for each alley. And at the expiration of the current
year for which the above taxes may have been paid, that is on
the first clay of January in each and every year, the like sums
shall be paid so long as such table or alley shall be kept and
used for hire, or such other sum as the tax ordinance for the

3. Every person who sball put up or open, or cause to be f!r~R~~;ffJ:t_
ut
the like
P up or orJenecl' on or after the first clay of January in any uary,
sum pa1d.
year; any such Billiard table or Bowling alley, to be kept and
used for hire, shall forthwith, and annually thereafter, so long
as such table or alley shall be kept and used for hire, pay to
the said Treasurer the said sum for every such table or alley,
as provided in section 2 of this article.

ARTICLE V.

BOARD OF HEALTH.
ORDINANCES.
1. Mayor shall appoint at least one
policeman for each and every
ward, who shall report weekly
or oftener if required by the
Mayor, and the
ayor shall
forthwith abate any nuisance re·
ported.
2. All ordinances in regard to the
Board of Health continued in
force, unless conflicting with
this ordinance.
3 Penalty for refusing admittance
to any member of the board,
thirty dollars.
4. U ntenantecl buildings to be ven·
tilated.
5. Owners of untenanted buildings
to have them whitewashed.
6. Absent. owners.
7. Sinks surcharged, owners to he
notified.
8. Yards to be kept clean.
9. Penalty.
10. Where Marshal or constable in·
curs expense, such expense
chargeable to owner.

11. Absent owners.
12. Penalty for opposing commit·
tees.
13, Privy to every tenement.
14. Owner neglecting to sink privy
after 30 days notice, the same
shall be done under direction
of Marshal, and execution is·
sued against owner on refusal
to pay.
15. Unless by permission of the
Mayor, no sink. privy, or dry
well to be cleaned out between
1st June and 1st November.
lU. Boarding house keepers to re·
port sick sea·faring men or
transient boarders in 12 hours
after arrival.
17. Shall give securi ty to pay ex·
penses in case of death.
18. Mayor shall be chairman of the
Board of Health. Duties of
certain officers.

...

;
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ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 29th September, 1869.

~~~~~~~~ch
1. Hereafter instead of two citizens from each ward, the
;~~~;g~;n':f- Mayor shall, annually, and at the proper time, (first meeting
iJZ,~[ the
of Council in the month of April in each year,) appoint at

least one of the policemen of the City Police force for each
and every ward in said city, to perform the duties of visiting
and inspecting every lot, enclosure, and yard, and every street,
lane, thoro ghfare and wharf in the ward for which such policeman or policemen shall be respectively designated and apTo report
pointed and to make rei)Ort weekly or oftener if required by
weekly or of'
'
tenerifrequir- the Mayor of all filth or unwholesome collections of any
ed by the May- .
.
'
or.
kmd m such ward. Such report shall be made to the Mayor,
through the Clerk of Council, and it shall be the duty of the
fo~~h~f:aloor Mayor forthwith to have every such nuisance or cause of disabate any nui- ease removed or ·1bated under the ordinances of force in resance reported
•
'
'
spect to the Board of Health, and every such case shall be
dealt with in the manner and under the penalties prescribed
by existing ordinances.
.,All ordinances
2. All the ordinances of the City of Sa;annah, in relation
m regard to
.
the Board of to hmdering or obstructing the Board o Health in the disHealth, except
.
.
.
when in con:- charge of their duties, shall be apphcab e to the Board of
flict w1th this
.
.
.
.
ordinance,
Health, as constituted by this orclmance, and all the said orcontinued in d'
.
.
.
force.
mances except m so far as they militate with this ordinance,
are continued in full force.
i~~;~a_~,~3. Any person who shall refuse admitta.nce to any member
!:~,;~~~~fihe of said board to visit and inspect any lot, enclosure or yard,
Board.
shall, on conviction thereof, be fined in a sum not exceeding
thirty dollars.
Ordinance 25th August, 1823.
~~J~r:;st~~be
ventilated.

4. It shall be the duty of the owner or owners of all untenanted or unoccupied stores, houses, or buildings, within
the limits of the City of Savannah, to cause the same to be
opened and ventilated at least once in every week, from the
first clay of May to the tenth day of November in each and
every year. And that every owner of such untenanted or unoccupied stores, houses, or buildings, as aforesaid, who shall
fail or omit to cause the same to be opened and ventilated, as
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aforesaid, shall, on conviction thereof, before Council, be fined Penalty.
in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars, for each and every failure or omission.
5. It shall be the duty of the owner or owners of all un- Whitewashed
or cleansed.
tenanted or unoccupied stores, houses, or buildin gs, as aforesaid, to cause the same to be whitewashed or cleansed in such
manner as the ~fayor may direct and order, within five days
after he or she, his or her agent or attorney, shall have received a written order to that effect from the Mayor; and that on
any such owner or owners' failure or omission to comply with
the order or requisition of the Mayor, as aforesaid, he, she, or
they shall, for each such failure or omission, be fined, on con- Penalty.
viction before Council, for each and every such offence, in a
sum not exceeding thirty dolln.rs.
6. It shall be the duty of every member of the Board of
Health, and the City Marsh al, to report to Council all and
every person or persons who shall offend against any of the
provisions of this article; and in case the owner or owners of Absent ownany such unoccupied stores, houses, or buildings, be absent ers.
from the city, and have no known agent or attorney residing
within the same, that then and in such case, the Mayor is
hereby authorized to cause the same to be opened and ventilated, as aforesaid, and if the same, in his opinion, require whitewashing or cleansing, to direct and require the City Marshal Marshal.
to cause the same to be done, as aforesaid. The expense whereof shall be paid by the owner of said stores, houses, or buildings.
Ordinance 20th April, 1827.

7. It shall be the duty of each member of the Board of SinksurchargHealth, when they shall discover the sink or sinks of any privy ed.
or privies to be surcharged, whether offensive or !Lot, to give
five days notice, by the Marshal or any city constable, to the Notice to
.
.
f ]
owners.
owner or owners, occupier or occupiers o t 1e lot or part
of lot, wherein such privy or privies may be located, or his,
her, or their agent or attorney, requiring that the evil complained of be removed; and if after the expiration of such notice, the direction shall not have been complied with, it shall Marshal'sduty
be the duty of the Marshal or other proper officer peaceably to
enter on the premises, and with proper aid, to cause the sink
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or sinks to be either dug out, and the contents buried,. or filled up with earth, as the Board of :f!:ealth may have duected.
·
r occupvina any lot or
Yards, &c., to
8. Any person or persons ownmg o
J- o
be kept clean. part of lot as a yard, garden, or for any other. purp~se, shall
keep the same clean and free from filth or 1mpunty from
animal or vegetable matter; and when such lot or part of lot
shall be ascertained by any membar of t~e Board of, Hea~th
to be unclean, and in bad order, he shall gtve one day s not~ce
of the fact by the Marshal, to the owner. or owne~·s, occu1}ler
or occupiers, pointing out wher~in the evtl c~mplamed of consists ancl with directions that 1t be forthwtth removecl. If,
afte; such notice, the lot or part of lot shall continue unclean
If unclean.
ancl in bad order, the Marshal or constable shall enter l)ea~ea
bly on the )remises, and with proper aid, cause the filth or tiD1
purity to be removed, ready for the scavenger's carts, or suffiScavenger
carts.
.
ciently covered over with sand or earth.
9. Any owner or owners, occu1)ier or occupte:·s of any lo.t
Penalty.
or part of lot, refusing or neglecting. to comply Wtth th~ ~~~q.m
sition of the notice servecl uncler etther of the two fm~<>o.mg
sections shall be summonecl before Council, and on convtetwn,
be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars.
Expenses
10. In all cases arising uncler this article, when the Mar~~~~i.d the shal or other officer shall incur reasonable expenses in carrying into effect its provisions, the amount of such reasonable
expenses shall be paid out of the city treasur.y, and be charged
to the owner or owners, occupier or occupters of the lot or
part of lot, and shall be recoverable fro~ s~1Ch owner or ow~
ers, occupier or occu1)iers, by warrant of dtstress and sal:, ISsued under the twelfth section of the amendecl charter of the
city: Provided, always, That such amount shall have been
first passed by Council, and provided al~o, that the own~r or
owners, occupier or occupiers shall be, m all ca~es, .entttled,
upon demand, to be hearcl by Council on any ob)ectwns pTesented against the reasonableness of such amount.
ownersabsent
11. In lLll etLses where notice is TequiTed, if the owner or
j:'~bt~~:Y· owners, occupier or occupiers be absent from the. city, .without
any known agent or attorney, the prescribed nottce ben:g pu.blished in one of the gazettes of the city, shall be suffiment for
the purpose.

•
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12. If any person. or persons shall refuse admittance to, or opposmg
PenaJty for
Cornoppose or resist the Board of Health, or any member mittees of
thereof, when making inspection, or shall refuse admittance ~~~l~h~f
to, ru· shall oppose or resist the Marshal or other officer, in the
execution of any of his duties, such person or persons shall,
on conviction before Council, be fined in a sum not exceeding
thirty dollars, one half to be paid to the informer, the other
half to the treasury of the city.

Sh all

Ordinance 22d September, 1831.

'

•

13. It shall be the. duty
Privy to every
. of every
. . owner or. lessee, or their tenement.
agen t s, of every l ot wtthm the hnuts of the mty, whereon any
dwelling house is or may hereafter be erected, to have attached to every tenement a privy, to be built and sunk according
to the provisions made awl provided by the ordinance on that
subject.
14. If any. owner or lessee, or
Neglec~ orre. their agents, shall refuse or fu~~~oo
neglect to have a vault and pnvy sunk and erected within days notice.
thirty days after notice given by Council, the same shall be
done under the clirsction of the City Marshal' who shall col- Marshal
erect. to
lect the amount expended for the same, from the owner or
lessee, or agent, or upon their refusal to pay, execution may
issue to be levied upon the lands ancl tenements, goods and
chattels, of said owner, as is pointed out by other ordinances,
and also, to such fine as Council ma,y impose, not exceeclina Penalty.
thirty dolhtrs.
b
Ordinance 20th October, 1831.

15. No sink, privy, or dry well shall be cleaned out within When not to
't l' 't ft
clean out
th e Cl y 1m1 s, a er the first day of June, of each year, until sinks, privies,
the first clay of N oyember following, unless by permission from or dry wells.
the Mayor; and any person violating this section shall be fined
in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars, to be collected in the Penalty.
usual manner and appropriated to the use of the Board of
Health. .(See Sink Ordinances.)
Ordinance 3d December, 1839.

16. It shall be the duty of every person keeping a board- Boarding
ing or lodging house, in the city of Savannah between the fg~~~~~mc~s
thirty-first day of March, and the first clay of N ovemb~r in each :~:~~!~fan
and every year, to report in writing to the Mayor, throuah the ~~eli ~g~~~i~~
Clerk of Council, the name of every seafaring man, b~arder ter arrival.

•
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or transient person, who shall be sick in his or her house,
within twelve honrs after such case of sickness shall have ocPenalty.
curred, and for neglecting so to do, and on conviction thereof
before Council, he or sh e shall be fined in a sum not exceeding
thirty dollars.
f';t~~~~e~~~i17. The persons keeping the above mentioned houses be
gjnJ;:t~ case compelled to give bond and security to the Mayor and Aldermen, in the sum of fifty dollars, for all expenses that might
be incurred by the death of sn h person, if at the recommendation of any member of the Board of Health, the person so
being sick be not immediately sent to the hospital, and upon
Penalty.
neglecting or refusing to comply with the requisitions of this
section, the persons keeping such houses, shall be fined in a
sum not exceeding thirty dollars.
Duties of cer18. Hereafter the Mayor shall be chairman of the Board of
t:ain officers.
Health; and the Clerk of Council, the City Marshal, and the
Messenger of Council, shall, without compensation therefor,
perform for the Board of Health the duties heretofore respectively performed by said officers for said board.
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ORDINANCES.
1. Mayor authorized to issue Bonds 5. Mayor authorized to issue Bonds
in renewal of Bonds, heretoto pay coupons due on old
fore issued for stock of SouthBonds.
western Railroad Company.
2. Coupons so redeemed to be can6. Bonds authorized to be issued
celled or destroyed.
for building new Market and
3. Coupon or interest fund kept
other purposes.
apart from all other moneys
and applied to the payment 7. Ordinance of 24th January, 1866,
so amended as to authorize the
and redemption of outstanding
Mayor to use certain Bonds
interest due on said Bonds.
for any financial exigency.
4. Mayor authorized to issue Bonds
for meeting and rec!eeming certain funded liabilities of the
city.

NOTE.
[Believing that it is not a matter of any public utility to encumber this
volume with the various ordinances authorizing subscriptions to certain
Railroads, and the issuing of Bonds to pay such subscriptions, or the
issuing of Bonds for any other purpose, which said Bonds have long
since been issued and accomplished their purpose, we have deemed it
advisable to omit them, simply referring to Wilson's Digest, pages 14 to 19
inclusive, where they may be found. The more recent ordinances authorizing the issue of Bonds have been incorporated into this compilation.]

STATUTES.

ARTICLE VI.

BONDS.
STATUTES.
1. All Bonds heretofore issued by 2. Mayor and Aldermen• shall have
the city declared valid. Bonds
power to borrow money, etc.,
hereafter to be issued upon the
and to issue Bonds, etc., for
recommendation of a public
the same. But no subscription
meeting.
for such work out of the city,
except upon the recommendation of a public meeting.

'

1. And whereas doubts have been entertained whether cer- All Bonds
.
.
heretofore istain Bonds, issued and disposed of by the C1ty of Savannah, sued by the
City declared
.
.
.
for mternal Improvements, were legal and Yl'thd, . therefore, be valid;
Bonds
to be hereafit further enacted, That all Bonds heretofore Issued by the ter issued up.
l au th on't'Ies of tl1e C't
the recomconstd,utec
I y of S
, ::tvannal1, are h ereby on
mendatioa
of
.
. a public meetdeclared legal and vahd, and from and after the passage of this mg.
Act, the Mayor and Aldei:men of the Uity of Savannah and
the Hamlets thereof, upon the recommendation of a public
meeting of the citizens of Savannah, called for that purpose,
shall have power and authority to cause Bonds to be issued
and disposed of in such manner as they may direct, for purposes of internal improve111ent, which Bonds so issued, shall
be legal and valid.
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Code, Section 4758.
fe~.~~nans~~- 2. The Mayor and Aldermen shall have power to borrow
have
power
to money an d con t.Iac t l oans 101
"' . th e pu bl'J C goo d, anet, t o sub borrow
money
:~~· ·~~~dt~ is- scribe for works of internal improvem en t, which in their
:!;;;'e: 01s 1~~~o judgment may be to the interes t of said city, and to issue
~g~s;,~:£ti~grk Bonds and pledge the property, faith and credit of the city,
out of the
city for the IJayment of such suhscrirJtions ·· P rovided' no subexcept
upon
::n~~i?~-of scription or outln.y of money shall be made for any such work
!L public meet- out of the city except upon the recommendation of a public
mg.
meeting of th e citizen s of Savannah called for the purpose ;
and all Bonds heretofore issued by said Aldermen and still
outstanding are hereby declared legal and valid.

ORDINANCES, A S AMEN DED.
Ordinance 24th January, 1866.
Mayor author- 1. That his h onor the Mayor be and h e is h ereby authorized to issue
Bonds to pay
coupons due ized to issue Bonds of the City of Savanna.h to an amount
on old Bonds. not exceeding four hundred thousa.nd dollars, ($400,000) in
sums of one hundred, three hundred, and five hundred dollars,
respectively, and having twenty years to run, with coupons
attached, and payable semi-annually, that is to say on the first
day of July, and the first day of Jan nary, in order to t ak e up
coupons now due on City Bonds, said new B onds to bear the
same rat e of interest as the old ones to which said coupons
now to be funded belong; and said n ew Bonds to be redeemable inNew York or Sa·mnnah, as the applicants for such n ew
Bonds may designate by giving notice t o the Mayor; and in
case a sufficient amount of coupon s cannot t hus be funded,
then the Mayor is authorized to sell the residue of su ch Bonds
in order to raise money for said cit y to pay coupon s.
J~~J;~~s ~g 'b~
2. That the coupons so redeemed by the i~sue of n ew Bonds
~~~~~~~T~e ~~- be cancelled by the Mayor or otherwise destroyed by him,
stroyed.
under the direction of the Finan ce Committee of Council,
,
and that the Mayor be and h e is hereby authorized to draw
from the Treasury such amount as may he n ecessary for preparing and issuing said n ew Bonds.

,
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Ordinance 20th January, 1869.
3. That when ever under any contract or agreement by and f~'!~r~~iuigd
between the corporation of Savannah and an y other person or to
be from
kept all
apart
ersons,
such
person
or
persons
shall
pay
to
the
said
city
any
other
moneys,
P
.
.
and applied to
money for t h e redemptiOn or payment of any mterest due or the P•wment
. l c1ty
. on 1ts
. b onel ed d ebt·, sn c]1 money so tion
and tedempto be clue by the sa1c
or outpaid shall be forthwith deposited, under the direction of the ~~~~~inau~n~n
. 111
. some b an k 111
. t l1e sa1'd c1·t y, apar t f rom a11 otl1er smd Bonds.
Mayor,
moneys of th e city; and in su ch deposits it sh all be designated and known as the coupon or interest fund, and shall
also be so <lesignated and known on the books of the City
Treasurer ; and such money so paid and deposited shall be
applied to the payment and redemption of such interest as
may be outstanding and due on said Bonds.
Ordinance 8th December, 1869.
4. That his honor the Mayor of said city, be and he is !ofayorauthorJzed to 1ssue
h ereby authorized to have prepared and to issue t h e Bonds of Bo,-:ds for
.
.
.
meetmg and
the C1ty of Savannah, to an amount not exceeclmg three redeeming
.
certain funded
hundred and fi fty thousand dollars, m sums n ot under - - -liabilities of
. n ot more th an t wen t y years t o nm, mt
. h the city.
dollars, an d h avmg
coupons attach ed for the payment of interest at seven 11er
centum per annum, payable semi-annually, for the purpose of
meeting and redeeming certain funded liabilities of said city
about to mature, and of meeting certab1 floating liabilities of
said city, and other financial exigenci es.
Ordinance ~ 7 th October, 1869.
5. That the Mayor of the City of Savannah be and h e Mayor author·
. auth onzee
. l t o Issue
.
l of. t h e C.
hereby IS
t h e B ones
'1ty of Savan- ized
Bondstoinissue
re.
newal of
nab, to an amount not exceedmg on e hunelred and seventeen Bonds hereto.
.
fore issu ed for
thousand doll ars, m sums of one thousand dollars, m ren ewal stock of
.
. .
Southwestern
of Bonds to that amount h eretofore Issued for subscnptwn by R•ilroad Comsaid city, to th e stock of said Southwestern Railroad Com-pany.
pany, su ch ren ewal Bonds to be endorsed by said Southwestern
Railroad Company, and to express on their face that they are
in renewal as ltforesaid: P1·oviclecl, said renewal Bonds have no
more than t en years to run from said first day of N ovember,
18G9, and hear the same rate of interest as the original
Bonds.

\
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Ordinance 13th October, 18'70.
Bonds author6. That for the purpose of building a new Market :S:ouse,
ized
to be
1s- for paving certain streets, and forth e construe t'ron of sewers m
·
sued for
buildmg
new Marl 11 b e rssue
·
d B on d s of th e C't
k et and for the City of Savannah , there s 1a
I Y

~~~~~.pur-

of Savannah, to the amount of five hundred thousand dollars,
of the amount or denomination of one thousand dollars each ;
said Bonds to be payable at the end of thirty years, with interest at the rate of seven per centum per annum, the interest
payable semi-annually, according to the coupcms to be annexed
to the Bonds. The Mayor sh all cause Bonds to be prepared
and they shall be signed by the Mayor and City Treasurer,
and h ave thereto attached the seal of said city, with the
attestation of the Clerk of Council; and the coupons shall be
signed by the City Tr~asmer, who shall number and keep a
registry of said Bonds. The proceeds of the money arising
from the sale of saicl Bonds, or the Bonds themselves (when
taken in payment wholly or in part) sh all be expended in such
sums, and at such times, and in su ch manner, as the City
Council shall deem most expedient for the purpose of carrying on the proposed improvements.
Ordinance 27th October, 1869.

7. That the ordinance of 24th January, 1866, be and is
Mayorauthorized
Bondstoforuseany hereby so amend eel as that the Mayor of sar'd cr'ty b e au th orfinan
cial exi- ized to use· Bonds t h erem
· men t'wne d f or· any fi nanma
· 1 exi·
gency.

gency of said city, which ma.y, in his judgment, authorize the
use of said Bonds for such purpose, this power to include not
only the Bonds actually on hand, but also such as may have
been pledged as collateral security, and may be returned to
the city treasury.

ARTICLE VII.

BREAD.
ORDINANCES.

I

1. Bread to be sold only by weight,
and seller bound to weigh every
loaf on demand.
2. D efici ent bread liable to forfeit·
ure, and the offender to a fin e
of not less than $25 for every
deficient loaf.
3. Assize of bread abolished.

4. Penalty for adulterating the
purity of fl our.
5. Mayo r, Aldermen or Magistrates
to visit bakeries.
6. Penalty for refusal of search.
7. Marshal to inspect bread once
a week.
8. Bakeries to be fir e proof.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 5th December, 1860.
1. . All bre.ad ma~e or baked for sale, or sold or exposed for Bread to be
sale. m the crty, bemg
of the description of br·ead sU b'JeC t t 0 so
ldght
onlyand
by
.
we1
assrze
under
ordmance
or
ordinances
shall
be
solcl
b
seller bound
1
· h
.
'
on Y Y to we1~h
werg t, that rs to say by the two or more pounds one ]_Jound every loaf on
half. ]_) oun d or. quar t er of a pound, and t he person
' making or' demand.
ba~mg for sale, or who shall sell or expose for sale any of th e
sorts ?f bre::ul contemplated by this article, shall be compelled
to werg~ every such loaf on the demand of any person buying
or offenng to buy the same.
2. If any person shall sell or offer for sale any such bread
.
· t m
· we1gh
. t, th e person so selling ' or' Defiment
which
. shall b e d efi cren
bread liable to
offenng
for sale, as well as th e b aker of such bread, shall be fortmture
.
the ofl'e1:derand
to
liable severally on conviction before the Police Court of Sa- fe~sn~~inn$~5,
vannah ' to a. fin e of no t 1ess th an t wenty-fi ve dollars for every for
cientevery
loaf. deftloaf ~o dcfim ent, and such bread shall immediately be liable to
forferture, for sue~ use as the officer presiding in the Police
Court may d~termme. And it sh all be the duty of the ~Ltrs~al 0 ~ the mty, and of the Police force of the city under the
drrectron of the Mayor, to enter any bake-house sh op or other

4
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place where bread is offered for sale, and to canS{\ any or all
bread therein found to be weighed, and if a deficiency is found
.
.
then to se1ze
such bi:ead and convey the same to the Pohce
.
.
Court for forfmture as aforesa1d. And the offender shall also
e~ef! ~~~~~~,} be liable to the penalty hereinbefore prescribed for false
cause to
thebesaid wmg
· l1 t of b reac,
l an d "'~or any oth er VlO
· 1at"10n of th e provlSlOllS
·bread
~?J~a~~~rd of this article the same penalty shall be inflicted, and the
seized.
same forfeiture incurred.
Assize of
3. The assize of bread, except as herein fixed, as estabbread abolish- l"1sh edb y any exlSLlng
. •.
. h ereby ab ol"1sl1ed, an d th e
ed.
or a·1nance, 1s
several ordinances of the cioy in relation to bread, and the
making and selling thereof, are hereby so amended as to conform to this article.

City Marshal
and Police
force under
direction of
the Mayor
may enter any
blace where

BUILDINGS.

the same, he, she or they shall for every such offence forfeit a
sum not exceeding fifty dollars.
Ordinance 27th November, 1823.

7. It shall be the duty of the Marshal to inspect the bread Marshal, etc.,
"'
1
.
to mspect
so exposed ~or sa e-at least once m each and every week·
bread once a
week.
Ordinance 7th April, 1842.

8. No baker shall carry on his trade within the City of Bakeries to be
Savannah, in other than a fire proof building.
built ::>f brick.

ARTICLE VIII.

Ordinance 8th February, 1798.

4. If any baker, or other person or persons, shall in any
tlom.
wise adulterate the purity of the flour of which the bread is
made, further than what is absolutely necessary to the well
making or baking thereof, the person or persons so offending
Penalty.
shall forfeit all such bread and also a sum not exceeding fifty
dollars.
Mayor, Alder5. It shall and may be lawful at all times during the
men or Magis.
tr·ates_ to visit course of the day for h1s honor the Mayor or any of the
bakenes, etc. Aldermen of this city, or Magistrates of the county, (and the
Mayor and Aldermen in their respective wards shall at least
once in every month, or as often as they shall think proper,)
to enter into any house, shop, stall, bake-house, ware-house,
or out-house of, or belonging to any baker or vender of bread,
and there search for, view, try and weigh all or any part of the
bread which shall there be found, and if any shall be cliscovered wanting in the goodness of the materials of which it
shall be made, or deficient either in the baking or in the legal
weight, or not truly numbered or fraudulently mixed, in every
such case the Mayor or any of the Aldermen of this city, or
Magistrates of the county, shall seize such bread so found and
send the same to the Poor-House for the use of the poor, or
make such other charitable distribution thereof, as to him or
them shall seem most expedient.
Penalty for ,
6. If any baker or vender of bread shall refuse such
~~~glf. of
search and seizure to be made, or in any wise hinder or resist

Adulterating
the purity of
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BUILDINGS.
ORDIN ANCE,S.
1. No wooden building to beremov·
ed from one point within fire
limits to another point within
the same.
2. All houses, &c., now covered
with incombustible material,
shall be kept so covered, &c.;
penalty.
3. No house, building, or shed of
any kind shall be erected under
or immediately on the bluff,
&c., unless ends and sides of
brick.
4. Two or more tenement houses
shall have a partition wall of
brick or stone at least eight
inches thick, and extend at least
four inches above roof, and
shall be coped with stone or
brick.
5. Penalty,_one hundred dollars.
6. Cotton, water, slops, nor any
other article to be thrown from
upper or any other part of building iuto any street or thoroughfare.

7. Houses to be numbered.
8. Duty of Street and Lane Committee.
9. How cost is defrayed.
10. Enumeration.
11. Streets east and west.
12. Streets north and south.
13. Streets west of West Broad st.,
and Yamacraw.
14. No numbering further west than
Farm street.
15. Tax due upon completion of
the numbering.
16. Additions and improvements to
wooden buildings, &c. Application to be made to Council.
17. What application shall state.
18. Gutters and leaders to buildino19. Penalty.
.,.
20. Ladders and scuttles; penalty.
21. On buildings to be erected ;
penalty.
22. No repairs, where encroachment, etc,
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ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 3d April, 1834.

1. No wooden building more than twenty feet high from
the ground to the highest lJoint of the roof thereof, shall be
limits to
removed from any one point within the fire limits as now es~~~~f:~J'~int tablished, or as they may hereafter be established, to any other
same, etc.
point within the same limits, or from any point without the
said limits, to any point within the said limits, without the
permission of the Board of Aldermen for the time being. •
All houses, &c.
2. All houses or buildings within the corporate limits of
now covered
.
.
with.incomthe C1ty of Savannah, whwh have been, or hereafter shall be
. 'ts, an d wh'ICh are now or h ereafter
bustible
. h'In sa1'd 11m1
rial,
shallmatebe
erected w1t
kept
so
coverb
d
'th
.
bus t'bl
..
ed.
may e covere WI s1at e, t'l
1 e, or 1ncom
1 e compositiOn,
shall continue to be so covered with slate, tile or incombustible composition, and shall be kept effectually secured against
fire. And if any person or persons, being owner or proprietor
of such house or other building, or having authority, or whose
duty it shall be to repair the same, sha.ll hereafter suffer such
house or other buil<ling to remain, in whole or in part,
uncovered with slate, tile or incombustible material for the
space of thirty days after he, she or they shall be notified by
any one of the city officers or fire department, he, she or they
Penalty.
shall forfeit and pay for such offence a sum not exceeding
thirty dollars, and shall be subject to a like fine for every thirty
days afterwards that such house or building shall remain so
uncovered.
No house,
3. No house, building or shed of any kind, or height whatbuilding or
shed of Any
soever, shall be erected under or immediately on the bluff, or
kind shall be
erected under to the north of Bay street, from the north end of West Broad
or immediately on theblufl', street to the north end of East Broad street, unless all the ex:~d.u~d~;s grds ternal ends and sills thereof shall be built of brick, stone, tabl.ll'ick, &c.
b y, or t ap1a,
. excep t so much as may b e necessary "~or d oors an d
windows, and unless the roof of all such buildings shall be entirely covered 'vith slate, tile or some incombustible composition or material, and such wall shall be at least twelve inches
thick in the lower story, and eight inches thick above the lowTwo or more er story.
teonues~;~~all
4. Whenever hereafter a house or building of two or more
t~~e:lua~~- tenements, shall be erected in the manner prescribed, there
~r~~~~rei~~f'e shall be, between every two tenements, a partition wall of brick

No buildindg to
b e remove

~flli'ign:,_.~oint

inches thick,
&c.
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or stone, at least eight inches thick, to extend from the ground Four inches
· h es ab ove t h e roof of such bmldmg,
. .
t o a t l eas t "~our me
which above roof.
wall shall be coped with stone or brick.
5. If any person shall violate the provisions of this article, Penalty, $100.
he, she or they, on conviction before Council, shall forfeit and
pay for such offence, a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, which penalty he, she or they shall pay annually, until
such house or building shall be removed or made conformable
to the provisions of this ordinance, to be levied and collected
in manner pointed out by law. And every mechanic, or Mechanic, &c.
artificer, or other person who shall be instrumental in
the erection, or building, or removal of any house or building,
cont~ar! to the provisions of this ordinance, he or they, on
conviCtion before Council, shall forfeit and pay for such of- Penalty, $100.
fence, a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars.
Ordinance 2d August, 1839.

6. It shall not be la11ful for any person to cast throw out Cotton, &c .,
'
' not to be
or suffer to fall from the upper or second stories of buildings thrown, &c.
· h'
h
· ·
..
from upper or
w1t m t e hm1ts of the City, any bale or bales of cotton or second ~tories
of buildings.
oth er goo d s wh atsoever, but the Sttme shall be lowered by a How lowered,
sufficient rope or tackle in so gradual a manner as to allow per- &c.
sons passing under, sufficient time to pass out of the way, and
the occupiers of buildings out of which such cotton or other
goods shall be cast, thrown, or suffered to fall, contrary to the
provisions of this section, shall be deemed the offenders, and
shall for each and every offence be fined in a sum not exceeding fifty dollars. P1·ovidecl, That this section shall not be Proviso.
construed to allow persons to stop, and thereby prevent the
lowering. of .cotton or other goods. And the aforesaid penalty'
shall be mfhcted upon any person who shall be convicted of
throwing water, slops, or other article or thing out of a window or other part of a building, into any street or thoroughfare.
Ordinance 24th February, 1842.

7. The owner of every lot or lots npon which a dwellino·
0
· or oth er b m'ld'mg has been erected, shall be reh ouse, st ore
quired to number the said house or houses, after the-manner
and within the time hereinafter provided.
-

Housestobe
numbered.
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8. It shall be the duty of the Street and Lane Committee of
.
this Board to provide some com etent person, painter, brazier
or other artist, who shall proceed forthwith under the direction
of said committee, to number the houses on each street with
paint, in large figures, and in a legible and durable manner,
unless the tenant, occupant or owner of such house shall elect
a more costly and elegant method, in which case it shall be
left to his or her option as to the cost and materials, whenever
such cost may exceed the cost in the general plan for numbering the city at large.
How the cost
9. There shall be levied upon every house within the coris defrayed.
porate limits of the city, not facing upon the lanes and alleys,
such sum as the Street and Lane Committee shall require to
defray the cost of numbering such house, and the same sum
upon every door of each tenement house, to be paid at the time
of numbering the same, to the order or by the authority of
the Street and Lane Committee, and upon the failure of every
such owner of a house or houses, said. owner or owners shall
forfeit and pay into the city treasury the sum of one dollar,
for which execution shall immediately thereafter issue.
Enumeration.
10. Every house completed, or now building, shall be enumerated by whole numbers, whether upon whole, half or quarter lots.
Streets east
11. Upon the streets running from east to west, the houses
and west.
shall be numbered, with the even numbers on the north side,
and the odd numbers on the south, and commence at the eastern terminus of said streets.
Streets north
12. Upon those streets running north and south, the even
and south.
numbers shall be on the west side, and the odd numbers on
the east, and commence in the northern terminus of said
streets as nearly as practicable.
streets east of
13. Those streets west of West Broad street, and in YamaWest Broad st.
and Yamacraw, which are not continuations of any streets heretofore
craw.
named, shall be numbered upon the same general plan, but independently, viz: commencing at the eastern terminus, and
the even numbers on the north and west sides.
No numbering
14. No houses shall be numbered, for the present, further
further west
than Farm st. west than Farm street, and further east than the western end
of the Eastern Wharf Company's land, and further south than

Dut.v of Rtreet
and Lane Committee.
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Harris street, except in Curry Town, which shall be numbereel independently, as in Yam!tcraw.
15. This ordinance shall be in full force from the passage ~~~g~~~;~Eg~
thereof, and the tax upon each and every house shall be con- r~:.number
sidered due upon the completion of the numbers upon that
house, and shall be paid to the workmen or artist as he progresses, on failure to do which the owner shall pay as heretofore provided, and all ordinances or parts of ordinances militating against this ordinance, are hereby repealed.
Ordinance 12th M:ay, 1859.

16. The owners of wooden buildings, already erected, with- Additious and
Improvein the present fire limits, shall be permitted to add to and ments to
.
.
.
.
wooden buildotherWise Improve the same: P1·ovtded, that the height of a ings.
building· exceeding thirty feet in height from the ground, shall ~~r~~~;.~~ 1~6
not be increased, nor shall any portion of such building be h~i~1;t~ in
elevated higher than the ridge of the main building : A ncl
p1·ovided, that the roof of all additions, elevations, ancl other And not to be
.
.
.
.
.
. higher than
Improvements, IS covered With tm, slate, or. other mcombusti- rid!'eof
main
buildmg,
ble material: And p1·ovicled, J~t1·tlter, that m each and every Application to
instance, application therefor has been made to and granted g~u~~ft~ to
by Council, before the adclition, elevation, or other improvement is commenced.
1 athaP Pllca17. Each application shall explicitly state the locality of Wlt.
wn s a11 state
the building, and the extent of the required addition or other
improvements; and, if granted by Council, the work shall be Superintenddone under the direction of the City Surveyor and the Com- ence.
mittee on the Fire Department.
Ordinance 4th November, 1857.

18. Each and every building situate on or below the bluff, ~~j~~·~s t~nd
shall be provided with leaders and gutters, and each wharf lot buildings.
shall be provided with a close drain under ground, of some
imperishable materials, to be connected with the said leaders,
and sufficient to conduct off into the river, all rain water that
may fall on the roofs of such buildings.
19. For each and every violation of this article, a fine of Fine, $BO.
thirty dollars shall be levied, said fine to be imposed and recovered in the usual manner.
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Ordinance 5th June, 1828.
Ladders and
scuttles.

20. The owner or owners a.f all buildings over one story
high, within the jurisdiction of the city, that are now deficient
in ladders and scuttles, shall, before the expiration of thirty
days from the date of this ordinance, cause said buildings to be
provided with a scuttle or opening in the roof, close to the
ridge thereof, of not less than twenty-six by thirty-six it,:hes,
Steps on build- with steps up to it on the inside, so that a person can pass up
ings erected. ancl through to t h e n·age of th e roo f, WI. th sa1e
"'ty an d 1am
"' 'l"t
1 y.
.And the owner or owners of such buildings as shall not be so
provided in the time above mentioned, shall be fin eel in a sum
Penalty
for
not exceeding thirty dollars, ancl a further sum not exceeding
not having,
:s;ao, &c.
twenty dollars for every thirty clays which such building shall
remain so m1provided thereafter.
Ponb~1~!-~c~~~21. Every building hereafter erected within the limits of
the city, of whatever material, being over one story high, shall
have a scuttle or opening in the roof, close to the ridge thereof, not less than twenty-six by thirty-six inches, with steps on
the inside. .Ancl the owner or owners of every such building,
so to be erected, unprovided with such scuttle as aforesaid,
Penalty, $30, shall be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars, ancl a fur&c.
ther sum not exceeding twenty dollars for every thirty clays
which such building may remain so unprovided.
Ordinance 3d April, 1867.
No repairs
where encroachment
within fire
limits, &c.

22. That hereafter no wooden structure, building or fence,
within the fire limits of the City of Savannah, shall be repaired where or as long as such building, structure or fence
shall encroach upon the line of any street, lane or other thoroughfare of said city; and no petition for permission to repair any wooden structure, building or fence within said fire
limits, shall be entertained by Council, unless it shn.ll appear
that such structure, building or fence does no encroach upon
the line of any such street, lane or other thoroughfare,

.ARTICLE IX.

CANAL BASINS.
ORDINANCES.
1. Ponds or basins for saw mills
not to be excavated within limits
of the city.
2. Bed of basins not to be exposed.
3. Flood gates to be so constructed
that tide may flow in and out.
4. Penalty.
5. Offences against this ordinance
to be presented as nuisances by
executive officers.

6. J. & J. Hines' lumber basin.
7. Canal Company basin, 75 feet
wide for timber.
8. Savannah Patent Brick Company
basin, 40 feet wide for flat boats.
9. Privilege of constructing basin
given to Savannah Lumber Manufacturing and Planing Machine
Company, on certain conditions.

ORDINANCES, .AS .AMENDED.
Ordinance 6th December, 1849.
Pondfsorba1. There shall not be excavated or created within the ex- Sins
or saw
mills not to be
tended limits of this citvJ' anvJ pond or basin for the holding of excavated.
timber for saw mills, or for any other purpose whatsoever.
2. It shall not be lawful at any time from the first day of~~~ ~:sins
May to the first day of December, to allow the water ~o ~e exposed.
drained off from any canal or basin within the extended hm1ts
of the city, so as to expose the bed thereof, unavoidable accidents and disasters excepted.
3 The flood gates of any and every canal or basin within Flood-gat~s.
.
T1defiow m
the extended limits of the city, or within one m1le thereof, shall and out.
be so constructed that the tide shall flow in ancl out of the
same for the space of at least one hour at each and every flood
and ebb-or in default of such construction, that the flood
gates of such canal or basin shall be opened at least once Flood-gates
opened once
in every twenty-four hours for the space of one hour on the in 24 hours.
flood and one hour on the ebb of the tide.

f;
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4. Each and every violation of the 2d and 3d sections of
this article shall be adjudged by Council, and punished by
a fine not exceeding one hundre~l dollars for each offence.
Effixecutive ·
5. In case the authority of Council is disregarded, it shall
o cers to prese~t as a
be the duty of the executive officers of the city to present the
nmsance.
.
. wh erem
. ouences
""'
.
vanous
canal s an d b asms,
agamst
this article
are committed, as nuisances, and require their abatement.

Penalty.

Ordinance 13th January, 1851.

i.u~1e~t~~f~.

6. J. & J. Hines be and they are hereby permitted to make
a lumber basin in the land r ecently purchased from the city
out of the Springfield plantation: P1·oviclecl, that the same
be located and made under the supervision of th e Dry Culture
Committee of Council, and that all culverts and ditches which
the said committee shall deem n ecessary, by reason of said
basin, shall be made by the said J. & J. Hines at their own
expense.
Ordinance 7th April,

1 ~5 3.

7. The Canal Company be and is h ereby penni tted to made
Canal company basin 75
feet wide for a basin seventy-five feet wide for timber, etc., through the land
timber.

of the Central Railroad and Banking Company of Georgia,
on the western side of the canal and connected with the
canal : P1'0V1:cled, that the same be located under the supervision of the Committee on Dry Culture, and that all culverts
and ditches which the said committee shall deem necessary
by reason of said basin, shall be made by the said Canal Company, at its expense.
Savannah
8. The Savannah Patent Brick Company be and it is
Patent Brick
Company, ba- hereby permitt ed to make a basin forty feet wide, for the resin 40 feet
wide for flat- ception of flat boats at their wharf on the canal; proviclecl,
boats.
that the same be located under the supervision of the Committee on Dry Culture, and that all culverts and ditches
which the said committee shall deem necessary, by ren,son of
said basin, shall be made by the saicl Savannah Pr.tent Brick
Company at its expense.
Ordinance lOth August, 1854.
Savannah
9. The privilege of constructing a timber basin on the
Lumber Man- s1c
. l e of th e Savannnah an d 0 geeh ee Cana,
1 d'1rectly oppos1te
.
ufacturing

~a~~?:!"cgm- the mill of said company, shall be and the same is h ereby

pany, timber
basin.
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granted unto the Savannah Lumber Manufacturing and
Planing Machine Company, upon t he following conditions:
1st. The Directors of the Ogechee· Canal Company shall Conditions.
be required to turn off the water on the tide level once in
three days.
2d. The written assent shall be obtained of the proprietors of the adjacent dry culture lands.
3d. The city shall r eceive bonds to indemnify it against
damages to the dry culture lands, and against all damages
which may be sustained by the city, and against all claims
which may be made against the city, in consequen ce of the
erection of the said timber basin.
4th. The basin shall be constructed upon a plan to be
approved of by the Dry Culture Committee, and under the
superintendence of a person to be appointed by said committee, and paid for his ser vices by the company petitioning
for the grant.
·
5th. That privilege to exist only so long as Council m ay Land to be delivered m dry
hereafter deem proper, and upon the extinguishment of the culture order.
privilege, the land to be delivered in clry culture order and
the basin to be uniformly well filled 'vith earth.

ARTICLE X.

CATTLE LIMITS.
ORDINAKCES.
1. Bull, ox, steer, or cow, prevented from running at large
within certain limits Duty of
Marshal and Constables to take
up and impound cattle going at
large, and to sell the same if
penalty and expenses not paid
in 10 days- but persons allowed
to drive cattle to pasturage aud
back.

2. Penalt $5.
3. Any bull found at large within
the limits of the city to be
killed.
4. Cattle limits to include land
owned by the city, and in the
occupancy of the board of Commissioners of the Savannah
Water Works.
5. Pound fee s for maintenance.

\
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Ordinance 2d August, 1839.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 11th February," 184l_:_as amended lOth March, 1843.

1. It shall not be lawful for any person to keep within the
following limits, any bull or steer, nor more than one cow,
nor to allow any bull, cow, ox, calf or other cattle to run at
Limits.
large within said limits, viz: Gwinnett street on the south,
prolonged east and west to the extended corporate limits of
the City of Savannah and the Hamlets thereof, the Savannah
river on the north and the corporate limits of the City of
Savannah on the east and west; unless such person shall
House floored keep such cows in a house floored or paved, and kept conor paved.
stantly clean and free from dirt, and if more than one cow
shall be kept otherwise than is herein provided for, or if the
cow-house shall at any time be found otherwise than perfectly clean and free from dirt, the owner or keeper of such
Penalty $5.
cow or cows, shall be liable to a penalty of five dollars, and
an additional fine of two dollars for every day such house
shall so remain, after notice to comply with this ordinance;
Duty of 1\far- and it shall be the duty of the City Marshal, and n.ny and all
shal and Con.
stables to take Crty Constables to take up and impound any cow, heifer, ox,
up and 1m.
pound cattle bull, steer or calf found so gomg at large, and there at the
gomg at !Hrge.
.
To sell same if pound to keep the same trll such penn.lty, and all expenses of
penaltyand
·
b e par'd b y th e owner or h'IS agent, bes1c
'les costs of
expe?ses not k eepmg
paldmlOdays. a d ver t'ISing
. an d sal e, an d I'f th e same b c no t pmc
'l W1'tl.
un t en
days after being taken up, the n.nimal so taken up shall be
sold by the City Marshal, on five dn.ys previous public notice,
to the highest bidder, the funds to be a1Jplied to the payment
of the expenses of poundage, etc., and the penalty aforesaid,
and the surplus to be paid over to the owner: P1·oviclecl,
~J~~o~~i~!ow- nothing herein named shall be so construed as to prevent cows
cattle to pdas- being driven through the streets to pasturage in charge of a
t urage an
back.
competent driver, or with a view to bring them into or removing them from the city.
~~r:,~Jl. $5 on 2. The o>vner or owners of said cattle, shall for each violation of this article be fined in a sum not exceeding five
dollars.

Steer and cow.

3. Any bu~l found at large within the limits of the city Bulls at large
shall be considered as a nuisance, and may be killed by any to be killed.
person.
Ordinance 13th February, 1861.

4. The provisions of the several ordinances in regard to cattle limits
cattle limits, are hereby so amended and extended as to pre- f~n~g~~:d
vent bulls, co.ws, oxen, calves and other cattle running at ~K.f~~ c£~~ oclarge on the piece of land o-wned by the city, and in the occu- ~1:-~b~~ido;f
pancy of the Board of Commissioners of Savannah Water· ers
comii:'issionof the SaWorks.
vannah waterworks.
Ordinance 2Gth October, 1870.

5. That hereafter the prices for maintenance of animals Fees formainn.t the cit.y pound, shall be as follows, to-wit: For horned cat- tenance, etc.
tle [except gouts and sheep J per head per day, twenty-five
cents, for goats and sheep per head per day, fifteen cents, and
for horses an.d m.ules per head per day, forty cents, and no
more; anythmg m n.ny ordinance of the city to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding.

ARTICLE XI.

CELLARS.
ORDINANCES.
1. Cellars how to be built.

i. Cellar· doors not to be left open.

2. Penalty not exceeding $100.
3. Duty of Marshal in case of re·
fusal or neglect to remove after
notice.

Occupant of building shall be
deemed the offender. Cellardoors to be kept in repair.
Owner shall be deemed the of·
fender.
5. Authority of Council as to cellardoors.

CELLARS.

I
ORDINANUES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 19th August, 1839.
Cellars . .

1. No person shall be permitted to erect or place any
steps, descending into any vault or cellar, underneath any
building within the city, and which said steps shall extend
beyond the limits of the lot upon which said building is
How built.
erected, but upon the express condition that flag-stones or
bricks shall be placed the whole length of said lot or lots,
upon which said building shall or may be erected, extending
as far into the street as directed in the case of pavements;
and the first step of said stairs, descending as aforesaid, shall
be laid parallel with the front of said building, and shall not
extend into the street, as far as said flag-stones or brick, by
eighteen inches; and the cellar-door shall be well secured
with iron, and the end which extends into the street shall be
level with said flag-stones or brick, and the end next to said
building shall not be elevated more than two inches above
the pavement.
Penalty.
2. All offenders against any provision of the foregoing secFine not ex- shall, on conviction, be subject to a fine not exceeding one
ceeding $lOO. hundred dollars, for each and every offence.
Duty of Ma1~
3. And in case the person or persons, making, causing,
shnl
in
case
of
permitting·
refusal or neg' or suffering· such encroachments ' obstruct1· ons ' and
~~~;on~'h~~~e nuisances as aforesaid, shall refuse or neglect to remove the
same forthwith, after notice given to him, her or them, for
that purpose, then the same (in such cases as will admit
thereof,) shall be removed by the Marshal and Constables of
the city, or any of them, at the proper expense of the person
or persons so offending. And if any person or persons shall
molest or trouble the said Marshal or Constables, in the execution of such his or their duty, such person or persons
shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit and pay a fine of not exceeding one hundred dollars.
Ordinance 11th December, 1857.
Cellar-doors
not to be left
open. occupant of the
buiiding shall

~~~~:i:~d

the

4. No person or persons shall leave his, her, or their cellar·
.
.
door or doors open, and m every mstance the occupant or
. .
occupants of the store or bmldmg, where the cellar-door or
doors is or are left open, shall be deemed the offender or

CELLARS.

offenders, and when the same is kept in bad order or repair Cellar-doors
' to be kept m
the owner or owners shall be deemed the offender or offend- repair. Owner
shall be deem.
.
.
ers, an d on conVIctiOn before the Pollee Court shall be fined ed the offor each and every such violation or offence, not less than five fender.
nor more than ten dollars.
5. The City Council may, in their discretion, and by a vote Autho_rity of
.
CounCil as to
of thetr body, authorize the entrance to any cellar in such cellar-doors.
way other than that prescribed in the first section of this
article, as convenience may justify in any particular cases.
Ordinance 31st August, 1870.

6. That hereafter the width allowed for steps leading Width of steps
down from the level of the sidewalk into cellars, on all
streets from thirty-seven and a. half to less than sixty feet
in width, shall be three feet, and no more; and on streets
from sixty feet and upward in width, shall be four feet, and
no more; and in all cases the railing enclosing the steps
shall be hinged to the curb-stone on the side of the area opposite to the building, and in such manner as to permit said
railing to be let down to a horizontal position after the close
of business at night, and the bars forming such railing shall
be sufficiently close, each to the other, so as not to offer any
impediment to persons passing over the same. The construction and arrangement of such steps and railings shall be subject to the approval of the Street and Lane Committee, or
such officer as may be deputed to inspect the same.
7. Any person who shall fail to close up as aforesaid, the Penalty.
area of such steps, after the close of business as aforesaid, or
shall fail to keep such steps or railing in safe condition, or
shall violate any provision of this and the p:rececling section,
shall be liable, on conviction before the Police Court, to a
fine of not more than one hundred dollars for every clay's
offence; besides which it shall be in the power of the Mayor
or of the City Council, to close up any such area whenever
the same or the steps or railing thereof, shall be dangerous
to persons passing the same.
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ARTICLE XJ;,l.

CEMETERIES.

'

STATUTES, IRWIN'S CODE.
1. Owners and keepers of cemete-

ries.
2. Interments to be r e p or ted
monthly.
3. Penalty .for failure to comply
with the two preceding sections. Right to appeal.

4. Keepers of public cemeteries to
be exempt from jury duty.
5. Acts in regard to Evergreen
Cemetery and Cathedral Cemetery continued in force.

ORDINANCES.
1. Persons visiting cemeteries to
conduct themselves in an orderly manner. Penalty.
2. Disposition of fi nes.
3. Hebrew Cemeteries.
4. Laurel Grove Cemeteries.
5. Granite pillar at each corner.
6. P lan of J. 0. Morse confirmed.
dC
C
't
7. Health an
emetery ommltee and five citizens to name
the avenues and number the

lots.
8. Valuation of lots.
9. Fractions sold pro rata.
10. Fractions, angles, etc., before
main entrance reserved for public purposes.
11. Purchasers to receive titles on
payment of purchase money,
etc.
•
12. Moneys from sales kept separate. How used.
13. No interment to be made in old
cemeteries.

14. Fifteen acres set apart as col-

ored cemetery.
15. No interments in other than

16.
17.

18
.
19.

20.

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

Laurel Grove and Hebrew Cemeteries. Penalty.
Keeper's house, etc.
Election of keeper. H is duty.
His salary.
Rates of burial.
Interments made as the Health
and Cemetery Committee prescribe.
Any one injuring, defacing, etc.
Penalty. Shooting guns. Pen·
alty.
Pauper interments.
Interment of strangers.
Keeper of old cemeteries.
Reserved lots.
Proclamation of Mayor.
Undertakers to keep record of
interments made in any other
than Laurel Grove Cemetery.

CEMETERIES.

27. To furnish monthly transcripts
to Clerk of Council, etc.
28. Clerk of Council to record such
transcripts, etc.
29. Penalty on undertaker for neglect.
30. Duty of 'head of family, etc.
Penalty.
31. Hebrew Cemetery.
32. Exchange of lots, by S. Cohen.
33. Size of lots.
34. Duty of keeper as to public
vault.
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35. Fee for use of vault.
36. Remains not to be kept in vault
over one inonth.
37. Fee for temporary deposit from
old cemetery.
38. Cemetery for interment of Israelites.
39. Keeper and :employees to take
oath.
40. Disposition of fines.

STATUTES, IRWIN'S CODE.
1. §4 795. It shall be the duty of each and every owner kOwners
anfd
eepers o
or keeper of a cemetery (other than a private cemetery or cemeteries.
burial place,) within five miles of the extended limits of the
City of Savannah, to keep a correct record or registry, in a
well bound book, of all interments made by him or his assistant or assistants, of the remains of any deceased person,
showing his or ber name, nativity, age, place of residence, and
death, day of burial, disease or accident occasioning the
death of the deceased, and the name of the attending physician, if any.
2. §4796. Each and every such person owning or keeping 1
a cemetery as aforesaid, shall make out and hand to the Clerk
of Council of Savannah, a regular monthly report of all in- ~~t:!~~~~~ to
terments made by him, or by his assistant or assistants, of all mont~ly.
deceased persons dying within the City of Savannah, or elsewhere, and buried as aforesaid, and make out and furnish a
weekly report of such interments to the ·Secretary of the Weekly
reports.
Board of Health of said city, whenever said board shall meet
weekly, and monthly when its meetings shall be monthly.
3. §4797. Any person offending against any of the provisions of the two immediately preceding sections shall, on
conviction before the Police Court of Savannah (which is
hereby invested with jurisdiction in all such cases,) be fined
in the sum of thirty dollars for each and every offence-one- Penalty for
half of the fine to the informer, and the other half to the ~~~~t~0
corporation of Savannah; but the defendant may appeal from ~:C~i~~~:eding
5

;g-:-
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I

the decision of said Police Court to the llbyor and _Aldermen
in Council assembled, under su ch rules and regulat10n s as are
prescribed by law.
.
. .
.
4. §4798. The k eepers of pnbbc cemetenes m and n~a1
Keepers of
cemeteries to Savannah, shall be exempt from jury duty in the Snpenor
be exempt
from jury
Court of Ch ath am County, in the City Court of Savannah,
duty.
and in all other courts. ·
.
Acts in regard
5. §4790. The Act of the 27th December, 1847, mcorporto Evergreend t'
tl E'rerO'reen
Cemetery Company of Bonaventure,
Cemetery an a Ing 1e
' o
t and
th
Catholic c.emh
f
the
Act
of
18th
February
1854,
as
r
efer
s
o l' e
etery contmu- so muc 0
'
ed in force.
cemetery for the deceased members of the Roman Catho IC
Congregation worshiping in the City of S:1,1annah , are continued in full force.
ORDIN ANUES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 14th March, 1839.

.

1. All persons· visiting any of the ceme~eries shall, whilst
WI'th'In the enclos'·cl res' conduct themselves m an •orderly and
£
correct mann er, and any person behaving otherWise, or de acing any tomb, or headstones, or vaults, or e~clo sures, or
trees, or otherwise injuring them, sh all be fined m a snm not
exceeding thirty dollars.
.
.
of
2. All fines and penalties inflicted by this article shall be
recovered in the usual manner, one half of which fines, when
collected, shall go to the informer, the other h alf to the use
of the city.

Persons visiting c~metenes
defacmg
tombs, etc.

Penalty.
Di 8 position
fines.

Ordinance 27th August, 1839.
Hebrew
Cemetery.

3. The Hebrew Burial Grounds sh ~ll be considered and
deemed public cemeteries of the City of Savannah.
Ordinance 3d June, 1852.

Springfield
plantation.

Laurel Grove
Cemetery.
Size.
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4. So much of the Springfield plantation as is herein set.
forth and described, be and the same is h ereby set apart and
dedicated as a P~tblic Cemetery forever, to be known by the
name of LaU?·el Grove Cemetery-that is to say: The parcel
of land beginning at the northern fen ce recently built, ~·un
ning across the land purchased from the h eirs of Joseph Stiles;
between the lands of Dr. Bulloch on the east, and the dam of
the old rice field on the west, and running southwardly between said lands of Dr. Bulloch and lands of the heirs of

Morel on the east and said dam on the west, to th e corner of
the bank on land of the heirs of Morel on the eastern side ·
then from said corner westwardly, to within sixty feet of the'
fence now running from a point n ear said corner in a southwestwardly direction; and then ce by said fence and a line in
the direction thereof, on the eastern side, and by the said clam
and a line in the direction thereof on the western side to the
southern line of the said lands purchased from the heirs of
Joseph Stiles. And that the space of sixty feet next to said
fence and a line in the direction thereof, from said corner to
the s.o uthern line of said purchase, shall be a public highway
or street forever, and be called by the name of Kollock street. Kollock street
5. A pillar of granite shall be placed at each of the cor- Granite uillar
.
at each corner
ner s of sa1'd 1ancLl so set apart and ded1cated,
and a map of the Map
by surland so set apart and designated shall be made by the City ;:[~~~~~-be
Surveyor, and recorded on the county record, in order that
the true location of the said cemetery may be known and perpetuated.
6. The plan of the interior of said cemetery made by Plan of James
0. Morse in the
.
'
J ames 0 . M orse, and now m
the office of the Clerk of Council Clerk or Coun·
h
'
oil's
office
b e an d t h e same lS ereby declared to be the true plan thereof, confirmed.
and that all the ways, passages, avenues and corners thereon
delineated, shall forever be kept free and unobstructed f~r the
use of those who may at any time h ereafter become owners
of lots in said cemetery, and for the public; subject however, at all times to such rules and regulations as may from
time to time be made by Council for the go'v ernment of the
same.
7. The Health and Cemetery Committee together with a Health and
.
. .
'
<:em(:tPry
committee of five Citizens of Savannah, to be appointed by c •mn.i t e!J
· and five <'Ittthe Mayor, shall constitute a board, a majority whereof shall zens to name
the avenues
proceed to nam e the avenues, and also to number the several and number
'd
t
'th
'
th
·
l ot s l m ou WI m
at part of said cemetery which is now the:lots.
enclosed by a fence, and that after the said lots shall have
been duly numbered for the easy ascertainment of the same,
to offer said lots, or as many thereof as in their judgment To offer for
may be proper, to the public, in the manner and upon the sale.
t erms h ereinafter mentioned.

I

-
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8. The lots in said cemetery, when offered for sale under
the direction of the said board, shall each be set up at a
Valuation $20 valuation of twenty dollars for each lot of twelve by twentyfor each lot of
J2x25 feet,
five feet, and that no fraction of a lot shall be sold separate
fractions not
be separate for for less than twenty dollars, and that no person in his own
less than $20.
.
.
name shall bid
off or purchase more than two of the lots m
said cemetery.
Fr adctions not
9. All lots havinbO' fractions adJ. oining· which are not sold
so1 separate
~i~~ ~~es~~~ as separate lots, shall be estimated and sold with said lots, at
~~~g~1~~~u- the increased valuation above, according to the proportional
ation of $20.
number of square feet to said lots and in addition thereto.
Fractions,
10. All the fractions, angles and parcels of grouncl barangles, etc.,
upon the cir- dering upon ancl about the circle before the main entrance
cle before
main entrance wbich have not been laid off in to lots as yet be and the
which have
'
not been laid same are hereby forever reserved and set arJart for public puroff are reserved for public poses for the adornment of the grounds, and shall not at any
purposes.
t'
b
., .c
·
r
·
Sale to be ad- Ime e so1u ~or pnvate use.
The time
of sale of said lots
20
x~~~.sed
shall be aclvertisecl for at least twenty clays, in each of the
gazettes of the City of Savannah, and the sale shall be at or
near the premises. The sales may be closed or continued
from clay to day, or be adjourned over to any future day, at
the discretion of a majority of the said board.
:e~~~~!s'ii~Ieto 11. Purchasers of said lots shall respectively, on payment
ofn paymhent
of the purchase money to the City Treasurer, and on their
o pure ase
money to
paying also one dollar to the clerk for title, be entitled to reT reasurer and
$1 to Clerk.
ceive from Council titles for the same; but upon the express
condition that the lot or lots conveyed, shall not be aliened or
conveyed away by the ptuchasers or their heirs respectively to
any other person or persons whomsoever, provided the purProviso.
chase money and title fee be paid within ten clays from the
day of sale; nd if the purchase money in any case be not
paid within said ten clays, the lots in relation to which the
frilure shall occur shall revert to the corporation of the City
of Savannah. 'rhe title to be delivered to purchasers shall
have inserted therein a clause of agreement declaring that
the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah shall
Right and
power of
always
have the right and power to regulate the manner of
Mayor and
Aldermen.
interments on the lots.
\

12.. All and singular the moneys arising from sales of lots sales
Moneys from
.
kept
m s:.nd cemetery at any time hereafter, shall be kept separate separate.
from all other moneys in the treasury, and shall be used and How used.
expended only for the purpose of enclosing, protecting, furnishing and adorning the said cemetery, under such regulations as Council may from time to time prescribe.
of the body of any deceased
person
shall to
No interment
13. No. interment
.
.
.
be made in
be made m e1ther of the present cemetenes after his honor old cemeteries
the Mayor shall, under the directions of Council, give public
notice in all the city gazettes that Laurel Grove O,emetery is
prepared to receive all remains of deceased persons.
14. There shall be laid out in the southwestern portion of
the lands before set apart for the cemetery fifteen ac1·es of 15 acres set
·
. h sh a11 b e use d a1one .c~or t b e Interment
groun d, wb IC
of the apartascolored cemetery.
remains of deceased persons of color, under such regulations
as Council may from time to time prescribe.
15. From and after tp.e clay of publication of preparation No interments
· L
m other than
of smd aurel Grove Cemetery, shall be made by the Mayor Laurel Grove
as above provided for, it shall not be lawful to inter any dead~~~~~~~~~
body in any other place, within the corporate limits of the
City of Savannah, than in the said Laurel Grove Cemetery,
and in the present Hebrew Cemetery, and any person who
shall so inter or cause to be interred, or be in any manner
concerned in interring any dead body within the corporate
limits, save in Laurel Grove Cemetery and said Hebrew Cemetery, shall be subject to a fine of five hundred dollars, to be Fine $500.
recovered on information before the Mayor of said city.
16. There shall be erected at, or near the said Laurel Khouse,
eeper's
etc.
Grove Cemetery, a convenient dwelling house, kitchen and
stable, and also an out-bouse for the accommodation of
laborers; and at the gate or main entrance to said cemetery,
there shall be erected a lodge, and within the said cemetery,
there shall be erected a chapel and a public vault, all under
the direction of the Health and Cemetery Committee. The
dwelling, stable, kitchen and laborers' house, shall be placed
in the keeping of an officer to be electecl by Council as hereinafter provided. The chapel shall be for the use of all such Chapel.
as desire to have funeral service therein. The vault shall be vault.
for the temporary keeping of the remains of such persons as
are to be carried away from the city. The lodge shall be for Lodge.
a porter to attend the gate.
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17. Council shall on a day to be fixed by resolution of the
board, elect an officer to be called the Keeper of Laurel Grove
Cemetery, to serve until the first regular meeting of council in
January next; and for the term of three years thereafter, and
at the flrst regular meeting in January, 1856, Council shall
His duty.
elect such Keeper to serve three years. It shall be the duty
of such Keeper to watch, protect, and keep in good order and
condition the said cemetery and the public property attached
To keep 1 able to the same; to keep at all times one able-bodied laborer to
bodied labor. all graves promptly
er.
work WI"th"m th e ceme t ery grouncl s, to dtg
Dig
graves,
th
"tt
t
f
etc.
upon e wn en reques o any person or persons, to attend the
gate at the main entrance for the purpose of opening the
same in the morning and closing it at evening, and to perform
by himself and laborers such other service relating to the
cemetery and interments therein as the Health and CemeKeeper to
tery Committee may prescribe. The said Keeper shall have
have use of
h
.
.
dwelling, etc., t e use of the d welhng, kitchen and out-houses aforesaid
and
hHlf
acre
d
f
h
lf
f
l
d
. as'
of land for
an o a an acre o an f or a gar d en, and shall rece1ve
garden.
compensation for all his service, and for the service, hire and
Salary $ 125
maintenance of said laborer, the sum of one hundred and
permonth.
twenty-five dollars per month during his continuance in
Failure to
office. And the said Keeper, for any failure to prepare a
prepare grave grave for the remains of any person, at the written request
of any inhabitant of the city, shall be subject to a fine not
Fine $50 .
exceeding flfty dollars, to be imposed by the Mayor of the
Duty or Keep- city. It shall also be the duty of such Keeper to keep a plan
~Ia~~ r~~~~d of said cemetery, with the lots numbered thereon, and to re~:~~h~g~ti- cord all interments by the numbers of the lots; and it shall
}6 tg~~~~;l:t also be his duty to keep, in a well bound book, a regular record, with correct dates, of all interments made within said
Laurel Grove Cemetery, showing the day of death, age, and
disease or accident occasioning the death of the deceased;
and it shall be further his dlity to send into Council a monthly
perfect transcript of such record.
Rates of
18. "The following shall be the rates of burial in Laurel
burial.
Grove Cemetery :
For an ordinary grave .............................. $5 00
Outside box. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 00
Brick vault. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 00
Children under twelve~years·-of age, half of the above rates·
The fee shOllld_in all~cases_accompany~the order.
years.
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19. All interments in the said Laurel Grove Cemetery~~~~'"::~~~
shall be made in such manner as the Health and Cemetery Health and
.
.
Cemetery
Committee or any member thereof, may from time to time Cornm!ttee
'
prescr1be.
prescribe.
20. If any person shall remove, deface, or in any manner t.J~;g~r;~W,~~·
inJ"tue any monument' railing, enclosure, ornament, tree or etc.,tsrnontnmen , e c.
plant within said Laurel Grove Cemetery, such person so
offendin cr shall be sub]. ect and liable to a fine of not less than Fine from $5
"'
.
to 1$100.
five dollars and not exceeding one hundred dollars, to be 1111posed by the Mayor of the city. If any person shall shoot Shooting
,
~>.
•
•
h
·a L aurel guns, etc.
any gun, pistol, rifle or other me-arm, wtthm t e sat
Grove Cemetery,such person shall be subject to a nne of five Fine $5.
·
,.
If any person sh a11 ing
Persons
dollars, to be tmposed
by th e ..mayor.
deadpln.ccar. . , f or cassesetc.
p l ace on any part oft]1e groun d se t apat·t as af oresatc,,
'
Laurel Grove Cemetery, or on the city land adjoining, any
d.)ad carcass or any putrid or offensive matter whatever, such
person shall be liable to a fine of five dollars, to be imposed Fine $5.
by the Mayor. The net proceE:ds of all fines imposecl
under Fineds
horw dis.
pose o .
this section, shall be added to the fund arising from the sale
of lots.
21. A certain part of the said Laurel Grove Cemetery, :;,~':,~~.r intershall be designated l1y the Board named in the seventh section
of this article, for .the interment of the remains of persons
. leavmg
. no effects, an d th e expense of any sueh Expenses
paid
who may dte
by city.
interments shall be paid out of the city treasury in such manner as Council may by resolution prescribe.
22. A certain other part of the said Laurel Grove Ceme- ~;_~~~~;:-~;,:to.
tery shall be designated by the said Board for the interment
of the remains of strangers, non-residents, and persons not
buried at the public expense, and persons not owning lots.
23. A person shall be appointed by the Mayor of the city, ~~~~~r?:s?ld
to protect the old cemeteries, and the duty _of such person
shall be to attend to the opening and closing of the gates, and
to the cutting down and removing the grass and weeds, and
he shall be paid at the rate of one hundred and fifty dollars Y~arly salary
.
$h0.
}Jer annum, as long as his services may be reqmred.
24. The Health and Cemetery Committee shall have power, Reverted lots.
after the public sales aforesaid shall be finally closed, to sell
any reverted or unsold lot at ]Jrivate sale, for twenty dollars.
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Mayor's proclamation
closing old or
brick cemetery.

25.

29. Each and every person so acting in the capacity of Penalty on undertaker for
.
un dertaker or sexton, who shall fml to keep a correct record neglect, etc.,
30
of all such interments, or to furnish a transcript of the same, $ '
as provided for in the foregoing section of this article, shall,
on conviction before the Mayor, be fined in the sum of thirty
dollars for each and every offence, one half the fine for the
use of the informer, and the oth er half for the use of the
city.
30. The head of any family or 'Keeper of a public or pri- Duty of head
of family, etc.
. h
vat e b oarcl mg- ouse, or the keeper of any other house, hos- to report to
.
.
Clerk of Counpttal or place, from whose restdence a dead body shall be re- cil every buri· many
·
move d "'J.Or b unal
other than the Laurel Grove Ceme- alinany
thanL. G.other
c.
tery, and who shall employ no undertaker or sexton for the
purpose, shall, within twenty-four hours after such burial,
make a report to the Clerk of Council of the particulars, as
required by the twenty-seventh section of this article, and
on failure, for each offence shall forfeit and pay the sum of
thirty dollars, one half of the fine for the use of the city, and Panalty $30.
the other half payable to the informer.

PROCLAMATION.

MAYOR'S OFFICE,
}
Savannah, 9th May, 1853.
Whe1·eas, Council at a regular meeting, held on the 27th
January, 1853, passed a resolution requiring me to issue my
proclamation "closing the Old Cemetery for the purpose of
interment after the first of July next."
. Thm·ejo?·e, I do h ereby proclaim, that after the first clay of
July next, the Old or Brick Cemetery, will be closed for the
purpose of interment.
R. WAYNE, Mayor.
Attest: Enw ARD G. WILSON, Clerk Council.

Ordinance 20th October, 1853.
Undertakers,
26. It shall be the duty of each and every person acting
etc., to keep
record of in- in the capacity of underta~er or sexton, superintending a
terments
made in any funeral, to keep a correct record in a well bound book, of all
other than
Laurel Grove interments made by himself or assistants, of the remains of
Cemetery.
any deceased person, dying in. the City of Savannah, and interred in any other place than Laurel Grove Cemetery, showing the nativity, age, place .of residence, day of death, disease
or accident occasioning the death of the deceased, name of
attending physician, and place of interment.
~~~ ~sh
27. It shall be the duty of each and every person so em1
tcr1anscript to ployed as undertaker or sexton, as mentioned in the aforesaid
erk of Coun.
cil and weekly sectwn, to hand to the Clerk of Council a reg·ular monthly
to Secretary
.
Board of
transcnpt of the aforesaid record, and to make out and furHealth.
. h a weekl y report of the same to the Clerk of Council.
ms
Clerk ofCoun- 28. It shall be the duty of the Clerk of Council to copy
CJl
record th e a1oresa1
"'
. d mon thl y transcnpt
. mto
.
saidtotransa well bound book, kept
cnpts
and
to
"'
th
. of
not1fy Council 10r at purpose, and also to copy the monthly transcnpt
of
sexton's
th
K
f
L
.
neglect.
e eeper o
aurel Grove Cemetery, mto another well
bound book, and it shall be the duty of said Clerk to notify
Council of any neglect of any undertaker or sexton, or of any
violation of the foregoing section of this article, and the said
~z36~~l'~KClerk shall receive the sum of two hundred dollars per annum,
num.
payable quarterly1 for the duties above required to be performed by him,

I

Ordinance 17th November, 1853.
31. The portion of Laurel Grove Cemetery lying south of gee!.~~:ry.
the present enclosure, adjoining the fence on the one side, and
fronting on Kollock street, containing four acres, more or less, Four acres.
be, and the same is hereby set apart for the special use of the
members of the Hebrew Congregation for cemetery pli.rposes,
on the following conditions: they clearing, preparing, laying Conditions.
out, and enclosing the ground at their own cost, the fence on
the line of Kollock street to correspond with the permanent
fence when built of the same line of the public cemetery,
namely: a brick base of
feet high, surmounted with a
substantial iron fence, when the same shall be executed, to be
agreed upon by the Committee on Health and Cemetery.
32. When said portion shall have been surveyed and laid ~~\a:§~ 1~:
out, that Solomon Cohen be allowed to select the same num- mon Cohen.
ber of lots, of the same dimensions as he now holds in the
present enclosure, and the amonnt lJaid by him for the same
be taken as so much of the purchase money of the aforesaid
parcel, on condition of his surrender of the title he now
holds, the price of said parcel to be estimated as nearly as
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* in the
possible, by the proportion of such quality of ground
portion set apart for cemetery purposes, valuing it according
to the price paid by the city.
8i ze of lots
33. The ground thus set apart for the congregation afore12x25 feet.
said, shall be laid off into lots of similar size, namely: twelve
by twenty-five feet, h aYing a border of one foot in width
around each lot, and there shall be avenues similar and alleys
for con venient access to each lot, a.n d th at whenever the
present enclosure of Lmuel Grove Cemetery shall need be
extended, the aforesaid avenues shall be opened for the passage of vehicles to other portions of the cemetery grounds, and
K~ep er ofL.G. the Keeper of Laurel Grove Cemetery shall dig all graves,
8
c. duty
and keep a r ecord of all interments made therein in the same
manner and on the same terms as in any other portion of
Lots sold as in Laurel Grove Cemetery. The said lots shall be sold on the
L. G. c.
same terms and under the same limitations and restrictions as
the lots in the public cemetery, and that after the fencing
and clearing are paid for, the purch ase money of. all lots
shall be paid into the city treasury.
Ordinance 9th March, 1854.

34. It shall be the duty of the Keeper of Laurel Grove
.
.
.
.
Cemetery, whenever apphcatwn lS made for the depos1t of
the remains of any deceased person in said public vault, to
require and record, in a book kept especially for that purpose,
the name, age, nativity, residence or where brought from,
disease, aud attending physician; also, the time of removal of
the same from said vault, and the disposal thereof made;
and if interred in said cemetery, he sh all record the same as
No r.emains
prescribed by existing ordinan ces, but no such remains shall
admttted
. t o sa1'd van lt e:xcep t 1n
. au·-ex
.
h aust ed cases, or.
cept in airexex- b e acl m1'tted In
~r~~\rdo~~~:_s, cases packed in boxes and filled with deodorizing powder; and
~~:le~ be
if any deposit in said vault shall at any t ime become so
offensive as to interfere with the free use of th e same in the
opinion of the Health and Cemetery Committee, or any member thereof, it shall, under the direction of the sa,me, be immediately buried, giving due notice thereof to tile friends,
No dead body where circumstances will permit: P1'oviclecl, the body of no
from small
.
·
h 11
b
pox to be put person who may have d1ed w1th the small pox, s a ever e
m vault.
depos1'ted In
. Sal'd varu
-'t.

K eeper of L.
G. C's duty as
to public vault
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35. The Keeper of said cemetery shall demand and collect Fee
~5 for use
of vault and
the sum of five dollars for th e deposit of the remains of any 25 cents a day
'
. .
after t en days.
deceased person in said vault, and an add1bonal fee of twentyfive cents a day for each and every day after t he first ten,
that such body r emains in said vault, but no additional fee
for the removal of the same, except when such remains are
interred in Laurel Grove Cemetery, or some other vault in
said cemetery, when h e shall demand th e fee prescribed in the
ordinance regulating the same, and he shall pay over all such
fees and charges, when collected, into th e city treasury; and
no other vault in said cemetr.ry shall be used for r ent or hire; Noothervault
· any person sb a11 b e eJ.Onnu.1 receiVmg
· •
and 1f
ren t eJ.Or tb e use of to he rented.
his or h er vault in said cemetery, be or sh e shall, on con viction, be fined in the sum of twenty dollars, one half to the Fine $20.
informer, th e other to the city.
36. Whenever the remains of any deceased person shall Remainsnot
·
be kept m
be left in the said public vault one month, it shall be the vault over one
.
h
. d month.
duty of the Keeper to notify th e fnends or person w o app11e
for the admission of the same, that it ·must be removed
within the n ext sixty days; and if it is not r emoved at the
e 11iration of that time, it sh all be the duty of said Keeper to Keeper'sduty.
have such remains interred in that portion of the cemetery
grounds allotted to strangers, unless some friend or relative
shall provide a lot for the same.
37. Whenever application is made for th e temporary de- Temporary
.
.
. depostts from
posit of [the remains of J any deceased person m sa1d pu bhc old c!'metery,
. dm
. any van lt m
. th e old fee
2a cents a
vault, which have been lon g d epos1te
day.
cemetery and are inoffensive, the said Keeper shall admit the
same free from the usual en trance fee, but he shall demand and
collect a {ee of twenty-five cen ts a day for each and every case
or box, for every day they r emain in said vault ; all of which,
when collected, shall be paid into the ci·ty treasury.
Ordinance 4th May, 1854 .

38. 'rhat those sections of the Laurel Grove Cemet ery cemetery for
. t een, an d (l 7) seven t een, on m
the
intertract, known as numbers (la") tlur
entoflsraele
th
b
.
1
f
h
I
l't
ites
HeMorse's plan, be set apar t 10r
e una. o sue srae l es as breiv (See
cemetemay purchase lots therein, and th at the margin be reserved ry No. H.)
for paupers. Said sections shall be separated from the rest of
the tract by a light open railing: P1·oviclecl, there be~gates at
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the roads and avenues leading into the same. The City Treasurer be authorized to repay to Solomon Cohen all moneys
expended on the same when he shall produce proper vouchers.
All the ordinances applying to Laurel Grove Cemetery shall
apply to the above sections.
Ordinance 11th March, 1863.

39. The Keeper of Laurel Grove Cemetery ancl his employees, shall each take before the Mayor or Acting Mayor, the
same oath as is required of the privates of the Special Police
Duty to arrest by day ancl by night, and it shall be the duty of the said
offenders
against any
Keeper
and his employees to arrest and })lace U}JOn the infor-·
ordmance m
.
relation to
matwn docket any person or persons violating any of the procemetery.
. .
f
d'
.
VISIOns o any or mance or orclinances now of force in relation
to said cemetery.
Disposition of
40. All penalties and fines inflicted by reason of any perFines.
son or persons having been arrested and placed on the information docket as aforesaid, one half of said fines when collected shall go to the informer, the other half to the use of
the city.
Keeper and
employees
to take oath.

CHIMNEY CONTRACTORS.

7"1

7. City laid off into twelve secticms 11. Optional with owners and occu-occupants of houses to pay
pants to sweep when coal is exclusively used.
fees.
•
8. Two contractors to be elected. 12. Chimney hearth, how constructed.
9. They shall give bond.
10. Owners to pay when contractors 13. Fees of contractors for sweeping chimneys.
are unable to collect from occupants.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.

u

ARTICLE XIII.

CHIMNEY CONTRACTORS.
ORDINANCES.
1. Chimney contractors to sweep
once a month- kitchens and
wash-houses every fortnight;
penalty for opposing not exceeding thirty dollars.
2. Contractors neglecting duty,
£ned not exceeding $50.
3. Contractor must give written
notice of time of sweeping.

4. Neglects of contractor not provided for.
5. Chimneys of bakeries and cookhouses to be swept once every
week.
6. Penalty for violating this ordinance not exceeding thirty dollars.

Ordinance 28th November, 1803.

1. All and every person and persons occupying a building f,~~grVt;on
or part of a building, with a chimney or chimneys thereto, in ~oe;rh~nce a
which fire is usually made, shall allow and permit the said contractor to visit, inspect, and cause to be swept the said chimney or chimneys once in every calendar month, from the first
day of October to the first day of April in every year, except Kitchens and
kitchens and wash-houses, which shall be swept once in every washhofuses
once a artfortnight throughout the year, and he, she, or they shall pay night.
for such sweeping the fees. And in case any person shall Pay fees.
oppose or prevent the sweeping of any chimney, as before di- ~~~~~f~f
rected, he she, or they making such opposition, on conviction
thereof before the Police Court, shall be fined in a sum not Fine, $30.
exceeding thirty dollars.
2. If the contr::tqtor for sweeping shall neglect his duty, in iieE~e~~~t~~=
not causing the said chimney to be swept perfectly neat and tors.
clean, or leave any chimney which ought to be swept unswept
for one calendar month, or unswept every fortnight, as herein
before directed, said contractor, on information before the Police Court, of such neglect, shall, on conviction thereof, be fined
in a sum not exceeding fifty dollars. And in case such im- Fine, $SO.
properly swept chimney or unswept chimney shall take fire, "f:a~~o~r;~ ~~~
such contractor shall be liable and obliged to pay all the R~~f~~: on ocfines and penalties which, by the fire ordinance, are inflicted
on the occupier of the house whose chimney takes fire; and
the said contractor is hereby made responsible and liable for
all said fines and sums of money : P1·ovided, nevertheless, Proviso.
that said contractor was not opposed or prevented from sweeping the said chimney.

CHIMNEY CONTRACTORS.

c~mtractor
g1Ve
wntten
nfotice of time
o sweeprng.

3. Said contractor shall
give notice in writing to every per'
son, by leaving the same at the house' of the time and hour
the chimney or chimneys is or are to be swept, which notice
shall be given at least the day before, and such sweeping shall
take place at a proper and convenient hour. And such contractor shall always keep an office, entitled a sweep office,
where any person sending for a sweep shall be immediately accommodated with one, or as soon thereafter as possible.
fe~~~j~~~-eg4. In all cases of neglect of the said contractor, not heretractors,
in before provided for, on conviction thereof before the Police
Court, such contractor shall be fined in any sum not exSweep Boy.
ceeding fifty dollars; and that any sweep boy, sweeping or offering to sweep chimneys in this city, unless requested and liPenalty.
censed by the contractor, shall be fined in a sum not exceeding
twenty dollars.
Ordioaoce 31st October, 1823.
Bake and cook
house to be
swept once a
week.

5. Every person or persons who carry on the trade of a
baker or keeper of a public cooking-house, shall be required to
have the chimney or chimneys of their bake or cook-house, or
bake or cook-houses, swept once in every week, during the period of using the same.
Penalty, $30.
6. Any person or persons violating any provision of this article shall, on conviction, be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars.
Demand fees
7. The contractor for sweeping chimneys is hereby empowfrom occupants.
ered and directed to receive and demand his fees from the occupants of the houses in which chimneys are swept, and furCit12ylaidoffin- ther, that the said contractor have the city1aid off into twelve
to sections.
distinct sections; that the first and second day of each month
(provided the same does not fall upon a Sunday), be employed
by him in the sweeping of such a section, and so on to the exTwo days for piration of the month, two clays being devoted by him for the
each section,
sweeping of each section, from one to twelve.
Ordinance 2d January, 1851.
Election of
two contractors.

8. At the first regular meeting of Council in January, an.
nually, there shall be elected two contractors for sweeping
chimneys, the first for all that part of the city lying west of
Bull' street, and the second for all that part of the city lying
east of Bull street.

CHDINEY CONTRACTOR, •

9. Each of said contractors shall give the bond, take the Doncl
oath, and within his district perform the duties now required,
and receive the fees hereinafter prescribed.
10. When the contractors are unable to collect the fees for ~;'u~~~~gfpny
sweeping chimneys from the tenants, they shall be entitled to ra~:~r~o~;~~f;
collect the same from the owners of the houses whose chimne}'S to
collect from
the occupants.
they ha1e swept: P1·ovided, they notify the owners or their Proviso.
agents of the delinquency of the tenant within twenty clays
from the time of sweeping such chimneys.
Ordinance 30th December, 1852.

11. It shall be optional with the owners or occupants of Chimneys
.
.
.
where coni is
houses to have chimneys, wherem coal 1s exclusively burned, used.
swept or not.
12. It shall not be lawful for any person to lay or cause to Costruction
of
chimney
be laid a hearth to any chimney now erecting or constriiCting hearths.
or which may hereafter be made or constructed within the
limits of this city, unless said h earth shall be laid upon a brick
or stone arch, or on flagging, or on some other incombustible
material, and any person violating this ordinance, shall be Penalty, $30.
fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars.
Ordinance 9th February, 1843.

13. The fees of the contractors for sweeping chimneys shall Feesfc;n:
be as follows, to wit: fifteen cents for each story; and the ~~i~~'E:'J,..
contractors for sweeping chimneys are hereby empowered and
directed to demand and receive their respective fees from the
occupants of the houses in which chimneys are swept.
Who to pay
fees.
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ARTICLE XIV .

CITY COURT OF SAVANNAH.
STATUTES.
1. Judge ; election and term of

2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

7. Fees to city. Penalty for not
office.
paying.
Election, when held. Vacan· 8. Books to be provided by the
cies, how fill ed.
city.
Vacancies occurring_before the 9. Constables and bailiffs of the
first of January, 1863 1 how fillcity, &c.
ed.
10. Labor in work-house and on
Failure to elect a judge.
streets of th e city.
Salary.
11. Criminaljurisdiction increased.
Election of clerk a'nd sheriff.
12. Fees of Solicitor General.
ORDINANCES.

1. Clerk and sheriff elected.
2. Term of office three years .
3. Bond with two securities.

14.

Consent to pay increase of salary.

[The City Court of Savannah, (established by Act of 18th December,
1819, under the name of the Court of Common Pleas and Oyer and Terminer for the City of Savannah,) being a State Court, only so much of
the legislation of the State, in regard thereto, as relates particularly to
Savannah, is here compiled.]

STATUTES.
Irwin's Revised Code.
~udge-deltecon an
erm
of office.

ti

1. §4802. The Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah shall have the election, by ballot, of the Judge of said
court, who shall hold his office for three years, and until his
successor is elected ancl qualified, unless soon er r emoved by the
Governor, on the address of two-thirds of both branches of
the General Assembly for that purpose. He sh all be commissioned by the Governor, on proof of his election, under the
hand of the Clerk of Council, an d seal of the City of Savannah.
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2. §4803. The next regular election of Judge of said court Electionwhen held.
shall be at the first regular meeting of the City Council of
Savannah, in January, in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-three, and regular election s for Judge of said court shall be
every three years thereafter, but th e present organization of
said court shall continue until t h e J uclge or other officers
thereof sh all be displaced or superseded by law, and the City VacanciesCouncil of Savannah sh all have power to fill all vacancies in how filled.
such offices, occurring from death, resignation, or otherwise.
3. §4804. Should
a vacancy
in the office of Judge of said cutTing
Vacancies oc.
.
before
court, by death, res1gnation, or otherwise, occur before th e said the first of
.
January, 1863,
.
. J
fi rs t meet mg m anuary, mghteen hunched and sixty-three, how filled.
the said Mayor and Aldermen sh all, at th eir first regular meeting after such vacancy sh all h ave occurred, proceecl to elect a
Judge to fill such vacancy ; and whenever a vacancy sh all occur thereafter1 from any cause, the said Mayor and Aldermen
shall, at their first meeting, elect a Judge to supply such vacancy.
4. §4805. Should the said Mayor aud Aldermen fail to Failure to
l
l .
. elect a Judge.
.
. t d .,
el ec t a J u dge a t th e t 1me appom e 10r a regu ar e ectwn, 1t
shall be lawful for them to elect at their next regular meeting.
5. §4806. The Judge of said City Court sh all have an Judge"ssalary.
annual salary [of two thousand dollars] that . shall not be increased or diminish ed during his continuance in office, which
salary shall be paid in monthly instalments, out of tlie city
treasury of Savannah.
[By §4829 of same Code, "n,ny Alderman of said city," n,s
well as other officers therein named, "may issue attachments
returnable to said court," &c.]
6. §4809. 'l'he Clerk and Sheriff of said court shall be Election of
elected by sa1d Mayor and Aldermen, for such term res- ~~~~~;nd
pectively, and under such qualification n,nd other rules and
regulations as they shall prescribe, . rand the Sheriff of said
court may appoint one or more deputies, at his discretion, and
he shall have the same authority to execute criminal warrants
n,s is now vested in th e sh eriff of the county of Chatham.]
7. §4844. The attorney's fees in each case brought in said Fees to the
court, and in all att:.Lchment cases returnable to said court, and city.
actually put into th e hands of an officer for service, shall be
five dollars, such fee to be taxed in the bill of costs. But,

6

82

CITY COURT OF SAVANNAH.

where the defendant shall prevail, the defendant's attorney
shall be allowed a fee of two dollars, and three dollars shall, in
every case, become immediately due to the City of Savannah,
to be paid to the Clerk, and by him accounted for, and paid
over in quarterly returns to the City Treasurer of Savannah.
Every officer receiving an attachment, for service, shall immediately report the same to the said Clerk, who shall immediately collect the city fee from the attaching party, or his atPenaltY: for
torney; and if said Clerk shall fail to make any quarterly renot paYJng, &c.
.
turn and payment as aforesa1. d, he sh all pay, for the use of sa1d
city, the penalty of five hundred dollars, to be enforced in said
court, by attachment against the Clerk for a contempt.
Books to be
8. §4846. The Clerk of said court shall copy in to a book
furnished by
city.
of record, to be provid~d by the Mayor and Aldermen of Savannah, all the proceedings in all the civil cases in said court;
which entry of record shall be made within twenty days after
the determination of any cause; and the clerks shall be allowed the same fees for that service, to be taxed in the bill of
costs, as are allowed in the Superior Courts for similar service;
and the said Clerk shall keep, from clay to day, regular minutes of the proceedings of said court, wh!ch shall be examined and signed by the Judge.
Constables and
9. §4857. The Constables, and ex-officio Constables, of the
bailiffs of the
city, &c.
City of Savannah, from time to time, shall be constables of
said court, so far as to authorize them to serve all process and
orders of said court to them directed, but the Judge of said
court is hereby empowered to select, in conjunction with the
Mayor of said city, five members of the mounted or foot police of Savannah, as special bailiffs of said court, who shall
remain bailiffs, as aforesaid, for one year, unless removed as
bailiffs by the Judge, or in case of dismissal or resignation from
said police. It shall be the duty of three of said bailiffs to
attend all sittings of saia court, subject to the orders of the
Judge thereof, and they shall receive one dollar a day whilst
so attending, to be paid from the fines and forfeitures in said
court; said bailiffs being empowered to serve any criminal
warrant within the jurisdictional limits of said court (provided the warrant does not issue for an offence above the grade of
misdemeanor), and, for purposes thereof, shall be considered
lawful constables of the State of Georgia, and receive the same

CI'I'Y COU:Il.T OF SAV A!S"N Aif:.
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fees as may be allowed by law to the constables of this State :
Provided, ttothing herein contained shall be construed to relieve such bailiffs from any other duties imposed by law, which
shall not interfere with the duties above imposed.
10. .§4881. Whenever' in any case' the said court shall be Labor
in work
bouse and
authonzed to sentence a person to imprisonment' such impris- streets
of the
City.
ment may, as part of the sentence of the court, be in any workhouse established by the city authorities of Savannah; and
the Judge may sentence such prisoner to work in such place, or
to work on the streets of Savannah, under the direction of
the city authorities.*
State Law 8th October, 1868.

11. §2. That the criminal jurisdiction of the said City CdrninaljurisCourt of Savannah shall extend to all criminal cases, less than ~~~~e~~na felony, committed within the limits of the County of Chatham.
12. §5. That the fees of the Solicitor General of the East- Fees to Solici. •t -" h
·
tor General,
ern c1rcm , .10r t e prosecutton of all criminal cases in said how paid.
City Court, shall be paid in the manner following: For all offences committed outside the COI}Jorate limits of said city, in
the manner as prescribed by law for the payment of the fees
of said Solicitor General in Chatham county; and for all offences committed within the corporate limits of said city, out
of the funds of the city thasury of the City of Savannah, t
upon the certificate of the Judge of the said City Court of
Savannah, as to the correctness of the same.
*For abolition of chain gangs, and limiting the term of sentence to
work on streets, &c., see Act of 27th October, 1870.-Compilers.
tThe city having resisted the payment of the Solicitor General's fees
out of the city treasury, on the ground of want of authority in the legis·
lature to make such requirement, a case was made, and the Superior
Court of Chatham county held the above 5th section to be valid
Without taking a writ of error, the city consented to pay the fees embraced
in that section as payable out of the city treasury, but with a written understanding that the corporation would not be thereby estopped from
again raising the question.-Compile1·s.

CITY LAMPS.
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ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 8th December, 1825.

~:;;.\"gf City

1. There shall be elected a Clerk and Sheriff of the City
Court of Sav::m nah, on the first regular meeting of Council in
January next, who shall hold their offices for the term of
three years.
For 3 years.
2. The said clerk and sheriff aforesaid, shall in future be
elected once in three years, and on the first regular meeting in
January, who shall hold their said offices for the term of three
years from the period of their election.
!~~~i'We~~ two
3. The persons elected clerk and sheriff of the said court,
shall, before they enter upon the duties of their office, give
bond, with two good and sufficient securities, to be approved
of by the Mayor or Chairman of Council and the :Finance
Clerk $3000.
Committee; the clerk in the sum of three thousanJ dollars,
Sheritr $5000. and the sheriff in the sum of five thousand dollars, conditioneel for the faithful discharge of the duties of their said offices,
and which bonds shall be made payable to the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah, and the said clerk and sheriff
shall, at the time of giving their bonds before the Mayor or
Chairman of Council, take and subscribe an oath similar to
Oath similar
to Olerk and the oath of the clerk and sheriff of the Superior Court of this
Sheritr of Superior Cou rt. State, which said bonds and oaths ~all be filed with the Clerk
Bond filed.
of Council.

ARTICLE XV.

Court alected.

Ordinance 6th February, 1867, in relation to the increase of salary of the
Judge of the City IJourt, under the Act of 20th December, 1866.
!Jonsenttopay
wcrease
of
J u dge"ssalary.

4. That the City Council of Savannah hereby consents to
"' h sectwn
. of t h e above reClte
. d A ct, in the followt h e sa1·a .tourt
lowing words: "That the salary of said Judge shall be two
thousand dollars, which shall be paid out of the city treasury."

,

CITY LAMPS.
ORDINANCES.
1. Breaking, injuring, or destroying 2. Injuring lamp posts or lanterns,
lamps, fine not exceeding thirty
or lighting or extinguishing gas
dollars.
in any of the said lanterns, fine
$30 to $GO.

[The introduction of gas light into the City of Savannah has rendered
ordinances relating to the erecting and lighting of lamps
m the streets and public places in the city. The following section of the
o_rdinance the 22d July, 1839, applicable to all persons injuring the
mty lamps, IS nevertheless c nsid.ered of force. J

~operative the

o:

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 22d July, 1839.

1. If any person shall break, injure, or destroy any of the Thirty dollars
· a sum not· ex- fineforbreaking, &c., lamps
Publ l·c l amps, }1e, sh e, or. th ey n1ay be fi ne d In
ceeding thirty dollars.
Ordinance 15th August, 1850.

2. That if any person shall break, injure, deface or destroy Injuring, &c.,
any of the street lamp posts or lanterns, or shall, without due l:~~,?,~~~a~~
authority, light or extinguish the gas in any of the said lan- t~o: fine $30 to
ter~s, he, she, or they may be fined by the Mayor or acting Mayor, rn a sum not less than thirty dollars, nor more than fifty
dollars, one-half to the informer; and in default of payment,
may be committed to jail for such period as in the discretion of
theMa yor or acting Mayor may seem proper. And in all cases it
shall be in the discretion of the Mayor or acting Mayor to order the offenders into custody until the fine shall be paid.
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.ARTICLE XVI.

CITY DOMAIN.
ORDINANCES.
1. Franklin, Warren, and Washington Wards laid off into lots.
2. Lots-how sold.
3. Title-how made.
4. Purchasers to give bond in four
times the annual ground rent.
5. All lots re-entered in five years
to be sold again.
6. Sales-how made.
7. County Surveyor to lay out the
lots.
8. Seven lots in Franklin Wardhow sold.
9. Names of Wards, Squares and
Streets.
10. Columbia, Green, and Liberty
Wards laid off into lots.
11. Lots-how s~ld, title, etc., etc.
12. Names of Wards and Squares.
13. Elbert Ward laid off into lots.
14. Lots-how sold.
15. Title-how made.
16. Bond for payment of quarter~y
rent.
17. Sales of re-entered lots after
five years.
18. Square, Ward, and Streets
named.
19. Oglethorpe Ward divided into
six Tythings and names of
Streets in Sixth Tything.
20. New Franklin Ward laid off
into lots, and lot1 sold on same
terms as Franklin Ward.

21. Title-how made.
22. Sales of re-entered lots.
23. Certain lots in New Franklin
Ward-how sold.
24. How lots in New Franklin
Ward to be sold hereafter.
25. Brown and J~kson Wards laid
off into lots.
26. Lots-how valued and sold.
27. Wards, Squares, and Streets
named.
28. Addition to Brown Ward.
29. Lots added-how sold.
30. Jasper, Lafayette, and Pulaski
Wards, names of Streets.
31. Lots to be numbered.
32. Lots-how valued and sold.
33. Width of Liberty Street.
34. JurisdicLion of City extended
over Currietown.
35. Continuations·of Streets to take
the names of original streets.
36. Certain lots made part of LaFayette Ward. Certain lots
part of Jasper Ward, and certain lots part of Pulaski Ward.
37. Lots numbered.
38. Lots-how valued an d sold.
39. Crawford Ward laid off into
lots.
40. Lots-how valued and sold.
41. Nine lots south of old cemetery
attached to Craw,ford Ward,
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. 42. Char 1ton and Montgomery 7'!.. LoLs-how >alued and sold •
73. Title.
Wards laid off.
74. Half lo_t in fee simple.
43. Lots-how valued.
75. Half lot in ground rent.
44. Lots-how sold.
45. Former purchasers of lots in 76. P lan of city extended over
Farm lot No. 2, Holland Ty.
Montgomery Ward to have new
thing, etr., etc.
titles.
46. Trust lots in Monterey and 77. Relinquishment to W. G. Bulloch and others, according to
Calhoun to be 60 feet wide, and
their interest in the said Farm
Streets north and south of them
lot No. 2.
60 feet wide.
4 7. Purchasers of lots on Gaston 78. Ordinance to go into effect upon the delivery of conveyance,
Street to have ~0 feet added to
executed by the parties.
their lots.
79. No part of the property reser48. Title to 20 feet-how made.
ved by the owners to be subject
49. Copy of conveyance.
to taxation by the cit.y until
50. LaFayette Ward completed.
improved.
51. Calhoun, Troup, and Wesley
Wards named.
Calhoun, 80. Duty of the Chief of Police to
detail a sufficient force to preTroup, and Whitfield Squares
serve order in Forsyth Place.
named.
81. Duty of Policemen to disperse
52. Lots-how valued and sold
crowd, etc.
53. Title.
82. N oL lawful to smoke in the Park.
54. Calhoun Ward ad d to.
83.' Piece of ground known as the
55. Lots-how valued and sold.
Military Parade Ground added
56. Title.
to, and made parl of Forsyth
57. Springfield tract laid off.
Place.
58. Lots-how valued and sold.
84. Certain area of the City of Sa59. Title.
vannah declared to be within
60. Sales already made confirmed.
the taxable limits of the city.
61. Lots 19 and 20 of Springfield
85. Not lawful to sell or to use
tract laid off into lots.
wiLhin the limits of the city,
62. Lots from 1 to 26, laid off into
any detonating or fulminating
lots and numbered.
substance whatever, etc. Duty
63. Balance of Springfield tract to
of City Police, etc.
be laid off and sold, when the
Dry Culture Committee deem . 86. Mayor to sell thirty-two acres
of land, east part of Fig Isproper.
land.
64. Lots-how valued and sold.
87. Terms of sale.
65. Ditches and drains reserved.
88. One acre conveyed to United
66. Title.
States.
67. Former sales confirmed.
89. Lots may be divided into parts
68. Forsyth Ward.
not less than 20 feet front, on
69. Forsyth Place.
a public street or square.
70. Lots-how valued and sold.
71. Charlton Ward laid off into lots.

..
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90. Rights as to half lot granted as 93. Names of Wards in the c:ty.
to other divisions.
94. Names of certain new Streets,
91. Times for payment of gro und
etc.
rent.
95. Powder Magazine ground, etc., '
92. Rate of interest on unpaid puron Springfield Plantation.
chase moneys.

ORDIN ANOES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 28th September, 1790.

r.;:,~~~nw";.~t,:

1. All that part of the east and all that part of the west
·
bet ween the B ay and Brough ton
common SI't uat e an d 1ymg
120
lots.
streets, extended eastwardly to a 1:fublic street of one hundred
feet in width, and westwardly to a public street of the same
width, be, on or before the first day of November next, ensuing, laid off into one hundred and twenty lD\s: that is to say,
eighty lots on the east, and forty lots on the woot common,
each lot to contain sixty feet in width and ninety feet in
depth, with certain squares, streets, and lanes, in and between
the same, agreeably to the plan marked No.1 (one) hereunto
annexed, and being so laid off, the said lots, or as many of
them as can be, shall be sold and disposed of on the terms
and conditions hereinafter mentioned; that is to say, the
said lots sooll be valued according to the estimate or schedule
marked No. 2 (two) hereunto annexed, from ·one hundlfld and
sixty lJOuncls, to forty pounds lawful sterling money, inclusive, and the grounc1rent of the same shall be in proportion
and after the rate of five pounds per annum on every hundred pounds value, and it- shall be in the option of the purchaser either to pay down the said valuation money or else to
bold his, or her purchase on ground rent, payable quarterly,
as hereinafter mentioned.
Valuation
and
2. Said lots shall be }Jut up at auction in arithmetical IJI'Oincrease
money,
gression, beginning at No. one (I) in each ward, and so proceeding upwards, until they shall be all disposed of, (except
as hereinafter excepted,) or until so many of them shall be
disposed of as there appear bidders for; and the said lots
shall be respectively set up at the valuation contained in the
said schedule annexed, and whatever sum or sums shall be
bid upon the said valuation at the time of the sale of the said
lots shall be considered as incTease money, and shall be paid
ington wards
laid off into '

..

CITY DOMAIN.

89

down in cash, and the person bidding most of such increase !~c~~~:b~o~
rnoney shall be deemed the purchaser of the lot then under cash.
Sale· and in re 0rrard to the said valuation money, it shall be in Valuation
'
money payatbe option of the 1nuchasers either to pay the same down in ~le in cash or
Ill ground rent
cash or else to retain the same in their hands and the hands at 5 per cent.
'
'
.
per year, payof their heirs and assigns forever, on a ground rent, whiCh able quarterly
rrround rent shall be at and after the
rate of five pounds by
b
.
the year, for every hundred pounds value of the purchase,
and so in proportion for any greater or lesser sums, payable
in four equal quarterly payments into the city treasury; but
it shall nevertheless, at any time thereafter, be in the power of
such purchasers, or their heirs and assigns, to pay ill: the said
valuation money, with what rent may be due up to that time,
in full discharge and extinguishment of the said ground rent.
3. A deed by way of bargain and sale, shall be made to Title.
all and every purchaser or purchasers of the said lots, under
the seal of the city, signed by the Mayor and a majority of
the Aldermen for the time being, and attested by the Clerk,
who shall enter a docket or abstract of such conveyance m a
book to be provided and kept for that purpose, and a note or
memorandum of such docket or abstract, shall be marked on
the said deed. And the said bargain and sale shall vest
either an absolute or conditional estate in the purchaser according to circumstances; that is to say, an absolute one if Absolute it .
valuation pa1d
the valuation money shall be paid down, or a conditional one conditional if
if the said valuation money shall not be paid down, this not paid.
latter also to become absolute, if and when the said valuation money shall at any future time be paid into the treasury, and an acknowledgment thereof under the seal of the
city, signed by the Mayor and a majority of the Aldermen
for the time being, and attested by the City Treasurer, shall
be indorsed on such deed. And the said conditional estates
shall amount to this; that the use and occupation of the
premises are forever secured to the purchaser, and others
claiming under him or her, on payment of the ground rent,
but on failure therein for the space of fifteen days after the On failure to
.
.
pay ground
same shall become due, the said premises are to revert to the rent, premises
.
.
~ .
to revert.
corporatwn, who shall ImmeUiately thereafter possess the
power of re-entry, and having by means of their proper officer exercised such power and given a notice thereof in writ-
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ing, posted on the premises, the lot or lots so entered upon,
with all improvements thereon, are to be considered at the
R e-dentry after expiration of ten days thereafter as absolutely revested in the
10 . ays not1ce.
cor1Joration, an d the said conditional estate therein determined, to all intents and purposes as fully as if the sfme h ad
not been bargained for or purchased, any sale or incumbrance
or other act, made or suffered by the purchaser or purchasers,
or others under him, h er, or them to the contrary thereof, in
anywise notwithstanding.
Purchasers to
4. Every purch aser in the class of those taking condigive bond.
tional estates shall, at the time of receiving his or h er deed of
bargain and sale, give bond to the Ma.yor and Aldermen of
the City of Savannah for the time ' being, with at least one
good and sufficient security joined theryin, to be approved of
Penalsum of in the City Council, in the penal sum of four times the anfour times the
,
annualground nual ground rent of his or h er purchase, conditioned for the
rent.
payment of such rent quarterly, during the continuance of
said conditional estate, without fmud or further delay; and
also that in case of a re-entry made by the corporation or
If ground r ent their officers as aforesaid such purchaser sh all and will foris not paid a
'
forfeiture of feit and pay on the determination of said conclitional estate
10 p er cent.
.
unless 20
into the mty treasury at the rate of ten per cent. on th e valpounds ster.
' or h er pure}1ase, if t h ere sb all be no
ling of imuatwn
money of h IS
provements. buildings erected thereon to the value at least of twenty
}Jounds sterling; but if there shall be any such building
erected thereon to that value, then the same shall excuse the
party from the said forfeiture of ten per cent. And in all
Buildings val- cases the said buildings sh all be appraised and valued by two
~i~~ls~wo
or three citizens appointed by and sworr;_ before the City
Council.
·
All lots re5.
All
lots
from
time
to time re-entered urJon by, and reentered in five
years to b e
vested in the corporation in the manner before mentioned,
again sold.
. .
Withm the space of five years from the first sales, shall be
sold out again, on the same terms and conditions as the said
lots are now directed to be sold and let out, upon a reasonable
addition being made to the respective valuations, for any
Addition to
valuation
madeforim- buildings or improvements that may be made on the said lots
provemeuts.
respectively.
Three months
6. Not less than three months notice shall be given of the
notice of sale
of lots.
intended sale of the said lots, and such sale shall commence
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on the twelfth day of January next at the vendue house in
the said city, and continue from time to time until the said
lots are all disposed of, as there appear bidders for, and the
same shall be conducted by three or more commissioners Sales to b e
· t ed b y orcLer
~ or reso 1u t'1011 of tl1e C.1ty Counml,
. for' conducted
by
dul y appom
three commisthat purpose to be made and passed.
swners.
7. The County Surveyor, or any other Surveyor, duly county Surappointed and qualified, shall be, and he is h ereby authorized ~~nh!~o~:
and required to survey, mark, and lay out the said lots, under
the inspection and direction of the said commissioners, to be
appointed as aforesaid, or a majority of them, agreeably to the
plan marked No. 1 hereto annexed.
Ordinance 12th January, 1791.

8. The seven lots known by the numbers two, three four seven lots on
·
·
'
' the 'Bay in
five, six,
seven, and eight
on the west common, at the present
Franklin ward
footing the Bay, and by orclinance laid out into lots, shall be --how sold.
sold on these terms, that is to say: that the purchasers
thereof, respectively, and t h eir heirs and assigns shall be entitled to claim no more than a street of forty-six feet in front street not
of their lots, and all the rest of the ground, after leaving the re~ie;~h/{~~
said forty-six feet for a street extending therefrom to the of lots.
bluff, sh all be liable to be laid QUt and disposed of by the
corporation of the city at some future time, as shall be
thought best.
9. The names of the several squares and streets in the east wards and
.
named
.
l ai'd out Into
an d wes t par t sof th e common, b y ordmance
lots, squares
washingt:m,
shall be as follows, that is to say: The square on the east ~~~i~;,.and
common, which lies n earest to the trustees' gardens, shall be
called Washington square; .the other square on the said east
common shall be called Warren square; and the square on
the west common shall be called Franklin square; and the
several wards of said ground laid out into lots, shall take
their names respectively from the squares to which they belong, agreeably to the plan of the city, and the addition
thereto made; and the names of the several streets within
the ground so laid out as aforesaid, shall be as follows, that
is to say: the street running north and south on the outer Streets named
part of the east common, ancl separating that from the trustees' gardens, sh all be called East Broad street; the next East Broad
street.
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street running parallel thereto on the same common, shall
be called Houston street; the next parallel street, Price street;
Habersham
the next parallel street, Habersham street, and the next
street.
parallel street, which is the one between the old limits and
the present additions on the said east common, shall be
Lincoln street. called Lincoln street; and the street running in the same
direction of north and south, on the outer part of the west
common, and separating that from Yamacraw and St. Gaul's
West
Broad
lots,
shall be called West Broad street; the next street runstreet.
ning parallel thereto, on the same west common, shall b
Montgomery called Montgomery street; and the next parallel street, which
street.
is the one between the old limits and the present addition on
Jefferson
the said west common, shall be called Jefferson street; and
street.
all the streets which run through the said west common, annexed to the city, in a direction of east and west, shall take
their names from, and be called after the streets of the city
as contained in the original plan of the Town of Savannah.
Houston
street.
Price street.

Ordinance 30th May, 1799.
CGolumbia,
reene, an d
wards
1La•i_bderlftY.
o rnto
120
lots,

10· All that IJart of the east, and all that part of the west
common situate and lying between Broughton street and the
southern boundary line of this city extended, and between
East Broad street and the city, and the city and West Broad
street be, on or before the' tenth clay of J nne next ensuing,
laid off into one hundred and twenty lots, that is to say:
eighty lots on the east, and forty lots on the west common,
each lot to contain sixty feet in width and ninety feet in
depth, with certain squares, streets, and lanes, in and between
th~ same, corresponding with the plan of this city. And
being so laid off, the said lots or so many of them as can be,
shall be sold and disposed of on the terms and conditions '
hereinafter mentioned, that is to say: the said lots shall be
valued according to the estimate or schedule hereunto annexed, from six hundred to two hunched dollars, and the
ground rent of the same shall be in the proportion of five per
cent. per year, and it shall be in the option of the purchaser
either to pay down the said valuation money, or else to hold
his, her, or their purchase on a ground rent payable quarter
yearly as hereinafter mentioned.

'

!

11. The said lots shall be put up at public auction in nu- Lots, how sold.
merical successlon, beginning with. No. 1 in each ward (except as hereinafter excepted,) or until so many of the~ shall
be disposed of as there appear · bidders fo:·; and t~e sm~ lots
respectively, shall be set up at the valuatiOn contamed m t~e
said annexed schedule, and whatever sum or sums shall be bid
over the said valuation, at the time of the sale of the said
lots, shall be paid down in cash, and the highest bidder
shall be the purchaser of the lot then sold; and in regard to
the said ~raluation money, it shall be optional with the pu_r- :r~~~Bj rent
chasers either to pay the same down in cash or e~se t~ retam ~,r;:b!:~tar
the same in their hands, and the hands of then heus and terly.
assigns forever, on a ground rent, which ground :·ent shall
be at the rate of five per cent. per year, payable m quarter
yearly payments, into the city treasury. But it shall nevertheless, at any time thereafter, be in the power of such purchasers, or their heirs · or assigns, to pay the amount of the
said valuation money, with whatever rent may be due at that
time, in full discharge and extinguishment of the said ground
rent.
For title see sections 3, 4, and 5 of this article except 20
days in lieu of 15 days, and $100 in lieu of £20 ~terling.
12 The several squares and wards to be lmd out under Wards and d
•
squarE's name
and by virtue of this ordinance, that is to say: the square
and ward between the city and West Broad street, shall be
known by the name of Liberty; the square and ward adjoin- Liberty.
ing the city on the east common, shall be known by the
name of Columbia; and the square and ward adjoining East Columbia.
Broad street, shall be known by the name of Greene.
Greene.
Ordinance 20th April, 1801.

13. All that part of the southwest common situate and p~~e~~ ~~~d
40
bounded as follows: to the north by Liberty ward, to the lots.
•
south by the five acre lots, to the east by Jefferson street, and
to the west by West Broad street, be laid off in to forty lots,
each lot to contain sixty feet in width and ninety feet in depth,
with certain squares, streets, and lanes in and between the
same, corresponding with the plan of this city; and being
so laid off, the said lots or so many of them as can be, shall
be sold and disposed of on the terms and conditions herein-
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aftel' mentioned, that IS to say: th said lots shall be valued
according to the estimate or schedule hereto. annexe~ from
six hundred to seven hundred dollars, and that the sa1d lots
be set up at the original valuation, and the increase money
bid thereon shall be added to the same, and that the purchaser shall pay down in three days from the day of sale, ten
per cent. on the whole amount and the balance to become the
valuation money of the said lots; and the ground rent of
the same shall be in the proportion of five per cent. per year;
and it shall be in the option of the purchasers either to
pay down the said valuation money, or else to holcl his, her
or their purchase on a ground rent payable quarter yearly as
hereinafter mentioned.
Lots how sold.
14. The said lots shall be l)Ut up at public auction in nu- _
merical succession, beginning with No. 1 (one,) or until so
many of them shall be disposed of as there appear bidders
for and the highest bidder shall be the purchaser of the lot
th:n sold, and in regard to the said valuation and increase
money, it shall be optional with the purchaser, either to pay the
same down in cash, or else to retain the same in their h~nds and
the hands of their heirs and assigns forever, on a ground rent,
Annual
which ground rent shall be at the rate o~ five per _cent. per
~~~~~t~ent 5 year, payable in quarter yearly payments_ mto the mty trea_sury. But it shall, nevertheless, at any time thereafter be m
the power of such purchasers, or their heirs or assigns, to ~ay
the amount of the said valuation and increase money, With
whatever rent may be due at that time, in full discharge and
extinguishment of the said ground rent.
15. A deed, by way of bargain and sale, shall be made to
Title.
all and every purchaser or pmchasers of the said lots under seal
of the city, signed by the Mayor and a majority of the Aldermen for the time being, and attested by the Clerk, who shall
enter a docket or abstract of such conveyance in a book to be
provided and kept for that purpose, and a note or me_morandum of such docket or abstract shall be marked on said deed.
Absolute es- And the said bargain and sale shall vest either an absolute or
tate.
conditional estate in the purchaser, according with circumstances, that is to say: an absolute one if the valuation and
conditional.
increase money shall be paid down, or a conditional one, if the
said valuation and increase money shall not be paid down-
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this latter also to become absolute, if ancl when the said valuation and increase money shall at any future time be paid into the treasury, and an acknowledgment thereof under the
seal of the city, signed by the Mayor and a majority of the
Aldermen for the time being, and attested by the City Treasurer, shall be endorsed on such deed; and the said conditional
estates shall amount to this: that the use and occupation of
the premises are forever secured to the purchaser and others
claiming under him, her or them, on payment of the ground
rent · but on failure herein for the space of twenty days after Failure to pay
'
rent for twenthe same shall have become due, the said premises are to re- ty days.
vert to the corporation, who shall immediately thereafter possess the power of re-entry, and having, by means of their proper officer, exercised such power, and given a notice thereof in
writing, post€d on the premises, the lot or lots so entered upon,
with all improvements thereon, are to be considered at the
expiration of ten days thereafter, as absolutely revcsted in the Ten days no. .
.
.
tice for l'ecorporation; and the said conchtwnal estate thei'em determm- entry.
eel, to all intents and purposes as fully as if the same had not
been bargained for or purchased, any sale or incumbrance, or
other act made or suffered by the purchaser or purchasers, or
others under him, her or them, to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding.
16. Every purchaser in the class of those taking condition- Bond for pa~- .
h'IS or h er dee d of mentof
quaral estates, shall, at the time of receiVmg
terly rent.
bargain and sale, give bond to the Mayor and Aldermen of the
City of Savannah for the time being, with at least one good
and sufficient security joined therein, to be approved of iJ;t the
City Council, in the penal sum of four times the annual
ground rent of his or her purchase, conditioned for the payment of such rent quarterly, during the continuance of said
conditional estate, without fraud or further delay; and also
that in case of a re-entry made by the corporation or their officers as aforesaid, such purchaser shall and will forfeit and pay
on the determination of said conditional estate, into the city Forfeiture of
.
ten per cent. 1f
treasury, at the rate of ten per cent. on the valuatiOn money value of build.
- .
ings under $100
of his or her purchase, If there shall be no bmldmgs erected
thereon to the value at least of one hundred dollars; but if
there shall be any buildings erected thereon to that value, then
the same shall excuse the party from the said forfeiture of ten
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per cent. And in all cases the said buildings shall be appraiseel and valued by two or three citizens appointecl by and sworn
before the City Council.
Sales of re-en17 All lots from time to time re-entered upon by and retered lots after
·
'
five years.
vested in the corporation in the manner before mentioned,
within the space of five years from the first sales, shall be sold
out again, on the same terms and conditions as the said lots
are now directed to be sold and let out, upon a reasonable adclition being made to the respective valuations for any buildAddition for ings or improvements that may be made on the said lots, reImprovement.
spec t'1-vel y.
Square and
18. The said square and ward laid out under and by virtue
ward named
Elbert.
of this ordinance, shall be called and known by the name of
Elbert square and ward, and the names of the several streets
Streets named. within the ground so laid out, as aforesaid, shall be as follows:
That is to say, the street running east and west on the outr.r
part of the south common, and separating that from the five
acre lots, shall be called and known by the name of Liberty
Liberty.
street; the next street running parallel thereto shall be called and known by the name of Perry street; the next parallel
Perry.
McDonough. street shall be called and known by the name of McDonough
street; the next parallel street shall be called and known by
Hull street.
the name of Hull street; and the next parallel street, which
is the one between the limits of Liberty ward and the present
addition on the said south common, shall be called and known
South Broad. by the name of South Broad street, and all the streets which
run through the said south common, by this ordinance annexed to the city, in a direction north and south, shall take
their names and be called after the streets of the city as contained in the plan of Franklin and Liberty wards.
Oglethorpe
19. That all that part of Oglethorpe ward from the river
ward divided
·
d d
into Tythings back to J oach1m street, shall be calle an known by the name
:fr~~t!':li,e~~h of.the first ty.thing in the said ward; that all that part from
Tything.
Joachim street back to Pine street, shall be known by the
name of the second tything ; that all that part of Pine street
back to the north line of Ewensburg, shall be known by the
name of the third tything ; that all that part called Ewensburg shall be known by the name of the fourth tything; that
all that part called New Leeds shall be known by the name of
the fifth tything, (and that all that public lot of sixteen acres

Buildings valued by two or
three citizens.
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at the Spring Hill shall be known by the name of the sixth
tything. And the names of the streets in the sixth tything,
lately laid out into lots, shall be as follows: That is to say, the
street running east and west, bounded by the main road to the
south, shall be called Liberty street; the next parallel street
Spring street; and the next parallel street, which is the one
that separates that from New Leeds, shall be called Oak street;
and the street running north and south, crossing Spring
street, shall be called Franklin street).
Ordinance 27th June, 1803.

20. All that space of ground situate and being on the Bay, ~:d fiJ~n6'#n
bounded to the eastward by lots of Edward Telfair and Joseph iJ?to
each
81Xtylots,
feetm
Clay, Esqrs., to the southward by Bay street, to the westward ;-,vfg;t,af'e~tin
by West Broad street, and to the northward by the strand, as depth.
lately laid off into lots, each lot containing sixty feet in width
and ninety feet in depth, according to the plan hereto annexed, be sold and disposed of on the terms and conditions herein mentioned, that is to say: The said lots shall be valued
according to the estimate or schedule hereto annexe'd, from
one thousand five hundred to two thousand dollars, and being
so valued, the same shall be put up at public auction in numerical succession, unless otherwise ordered by Council, beginning with the number one, until the whole, or so many of them
as there shall appear bidders for, shall be disposed of; and the
said lots shall be put up at the valuation aforesaid, and the
highest bidder shall be declared the purchaser, and the increase money which shall be bidden on the same shall be added
to the said valuation money, and the purchaser or lJurchasers pru
Te~dJ?er cenht.
m cas .
shall, within three clays after the sale, pay into the hands of
the City Treasurer ten per cent. on the whole sum, which shall
be deducted therefrom, and the balance thereof
shall .be there- annualground
Balance on
.
after deemed the valuation money, which sa1d valuatiOn mon- rent payable
.
.
h
·a quarterly.
ey shall forever be irredeemable an d remam a 11en on t e sa1
lot for securing the payment of the interest, or ground rent,
hereafter mentioned, which ground rent or interest shall be
five per cent. per annum on the said valuation money, and
shall be paid quarterly into the city treasury.
21. A deed, by way of bargain and sale, shall be made to Title.
all and every purchaser and purchasers of the said lots, under

7
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the seal of the city, signed by the Mayor and a majority of the
.Aldermen for the time being, and attested by the Clerk, who
shall enter a docket or abstract of such conveyance, in a book
to be provided and kept for that purpose, and a note or memorandum of such docket shall be marked on the said deed; and
the said bargain and sale shall vest the use and occupation of
the said premises forever in the purchaser or purchasers, his,
her or their heirs and assigns, subject nevertheless, to the payment of the interest or rent, and provisoes, clauses and condiFailure to pay tions of this ordinance contained,· and on failure of such
rent for twenty days.
quarterly payment of ground rent aforesaid, for the space of
twenty days after the same shall become due, the said premises
are to revert to the corporation, who shall immediately thereafter possess the power of re-entry, and having by means of
Re-entry up- their proper officer, exercised such power, and given notice
on ten days
notice.
t h ereof, in writing, posted on the premises, the lot or lots so entered upon, with all improvements thereon, are to be considered, at the expiration of ten days thereafter, as absolutely revesteel in the corporation, and the said conditioned estate therein
determined, to all intents and purposes, as fully as if the same
had not been bargained for or purchased; any sale, incumbrance, or other act, made or suffered by the purchaser or purchasers, or others under him, her or them, to the contrary
thereof, in anywise notwithstanding.
·
~:~:~ ~~[s~en- 22. .All lots, from time to time re-entered upon and revesteel in the corporation in the manner before mentioned, shall
be sold out again on the same terms and conditions as the said
lots are now directed to be sold and let out, upon a rertsonable
Addition to
addition being made to the respective valuations for any buildvaluatwns for .
.
'
improvements mgs or Improvements that may be made on the said lots respectively.
Ordinance
New Franklin
ward.
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~2d

March, 1819.

23. .All that surplus piece of ground situate and being on
tl1e B ay m
. N ew Franklin ward, bounded westwardly by West
Broad street, southwardly by a street to be forty feet wide,
eastwardly by a street running between said surplus ground
and the back line of the wharf lots Nos. 10, 11 and 12, owned
by the Steamboat Company, and accorcling to a plan of the
same, to be sold and disposed of.

The said lots shall be valued, • and, being.._, so valued, shall be Surpluds
groun , bow
put up at public auction in numerical succession, beginning ;~fg.ed; how
with lot No. -, until the whole or so many of them as there
shall appear bidders for, shall be disposed of.
The aforesaid lots shall be sold agreeably and subject to the
same terms and conditions as are prescribed by an ordinance
passed 27th June, 1803, for laying off a certain space of ground
situate on the Bay, and known as New Franklin ward.
The same lots shall hereafter be considered as part of the Lots
considfered a part
o
aforesaid ward, ancl included in the same, for all the purposes Newd
war. Franklin
of residence and other requisitions of locality as are required
by law or ordinance.
Ordinance 16th January 1 1851.

24. The city lots in New Franklin ward be hereafter sold ~~s~r~~~
on the following terms : The purchasers shall pay to the Treas- ward.
urer of the city, within ten days after the sale, twenty per cent.
on the valuation and increase money bid thereon, and an annual interest on the balance of said valuation and increase
money of seven per cent., payable quarterly.
The moneys to arise from such sale or sales, and the annual ~a'i~~~~~~fap
:interest to accrue upon the balances remaining unpaid, shall propria~d.
constitute a part of thtl general fund of the city, subject tobe
,. disposed of in the same manner as the other funds, and that
. all ordinances or parts of ordinances appropriating the pro. ceeds of said lots to any special purpose, be and the same are
hereby repealed.
' Ordinance 19th .J.une, 1815.

25. .All that part of the south common, situate and bound- ~ig:S~:~ards
6
ed as follows: That is to say, on the north by South Broad ~~ b~~o ~!~f.
street, on the south by Liberty street, on the east by the public burying ground, and on the west by Jefferson street, be laid
off into one hundred and six lots, each lot to contain sixty feet
in width and ninety feet in depth, with two wards, two squares
and certain streets and lanes, in and between the same, agreeably to the plan of the city.
The said lots shall be valued by three inhabitants or lot- Lalots,
dhow
v ue.
holders of the city, nominated and appointed by the Mayor,
associated with two .Aldermen, who, or a majority thereof, are
hereby authorized to value and appraise the said lots, and so
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soon as the said inhabitants, lot-holders and Aldermen, or a
majority thereof, shall have valued and appraised the said lots,
a schedule shall be returned to the Clerk of Council, subject
to the revision and approbation of the Mayor and Aldermen.
How sold.
26. If the valuation and appraisement returned as aforesaid,
should be approved of by Council, the said lots shall be sold by
the Marshal, under the direction of the City Treasmer, he
giving such public notice as may be directed by Council.
The said lots shall be sold in numerical succession, and
agreeably to the valuation affixed thereto as aforesaid, and the
increase money bid thereon shall be added thereto1 and the
purchasers of said lots shall pay to the Treasurer of this city,
Twe~ty per ct. within thirty days after said sale, twenty per centum on the
pB.Id
m cash.
. . 1 va1uat'wn an d 1ncrease
.
"'
'd, an d b a1ance
Balance
on an ongma
money a~oresm
annual
ground
f
'd
1
t'
d
.
h
11
b
rent rate of 6 o sa1 va ua lOll an 1ncrease money s a
ecome th e amoun t
~bfe c~~~rl'e~f.Y of the consideration money of the said lots sold under and by
virtue of the authority aforesaid: P1·ovided, neveTtheless, That
it shall be at the option of the purchaser or purchasers to pay
down the whole of the valuation money, if no more shall be
bid, or if more, the increase money and valuation, or to hold
the purchase upon a ground rent, Q.t the rate of six per centum
on said valuation, payable quarterly as hereinafter d-irected.
As to titles, bond and security, see sections 14, 15, 16 of this
article.
Wardsnamed
27. The said lots shall constitute two wards and squares,
Brown and
Jackson.
to be called and named the westward, Jackson ward and OrSquares
leans square: the eastward, Brown ward and Chippewa square;
E:-::~~8~- and the names of the several streets within the parts of the
eans.
common so laid off, shall be as follows, that is to say : the street
Streets Menamed runn1ng
·
· th e ab ave re·
Perry,
para11e1 t o L'b
1 er t y st reet , as name d 1n
~~I_h~ugh and cited ordinance, shall be called Perry street. The next parallel street shall be called McDonough street. The next parallel street shall be called Hull street.
Ordinance 3d November, 1853.
Addition to
Brown ward.

Floyd street
feet in
width.

37)0
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28. All that portion of the city domain bounded north by
South Broad street, south by Liberty street lane, east by Abercprn street, and west by a street laid off in the accompanying
map, and designated as F loyd street, and containing thirtyseven a:nd a half feet in width, shall be and the same is here-

by attached to Brown ward, a_n dlaid off into lots known by
the numbers 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72 and 73, each lot being of
the following size and description: lots numbers 67, 68, 71 and
72, containing fifty-five feet in front and eighty-three and a
half feet in depth, lot numbers 69 and 70 contain sixty feet in
front by eighty-three and a half feet in depth, lot number 73 ~iJ1~an's
contains ninety feet in front and eighty-three and a half feet
in depth, and is known as the Fireman's Hall lot.
29. The said lots, the laying off whereof is above provided Lots how sold.
for be valued in the usual manner, and sold in the usual manne1:, under the direction of the Committee on Public Sales and
City Lots, at. such time or times as to said committee shall seem
expedient and proper; the terms of sale to be twenty per cent.
Twenty per ct.
.
cash.
cash on the aggregate valuation and increase money, and mterest on the balance of the purchase money, to be paid quar- Balance on an
.
annualground
terly at the city treasury, at the rate of SlX per cent. per annum, rent at 6 per
t
cent. payable
.
h h .
with the privilege to the purchaser, h lS or er eus, execu o-rs, quarterly.
or administrators, or assigns, of paying into the treasury the
balance remaining unpaid of the purchase money, and all interest due thereon, up to the time of said payment, receiving,
upon said p~yment, a fee sin1ple title.
As to title, see section 15 of this article.
Ordinance 3d February, 1837.

30. All those portions of the south common delineated as Lots 60 by 100
within the lines (shaded red) on the plan hereto annexed, be feet.
laid off into lots, with such streets and lanes as are laid down
on said plan, and that each one of said l ots be sixty feet in
front and one hundred feet in depth, or nearly as can be to
correSJJOnd with the rest of the city. The said lots so. to Jasper,
Lafayette and Pube laid off, between Abercorn and Drayton streets contm- Iaski wards.
ued, shall form part of a ward to be called LaFayette ward .
The lots laid off and to be laid off between Drayton and Whita- Named.
ker streets continued, shall. form part of a ward to be called
Jasper ward; and those lots to be laid off between said Whitaker street continued and a line to be drawn parallel to and
sixty-eight feet to the eastward from the line of Curry Town,
shall form part .of a ward to be called Pulaski ward. The
street nmning south of the southern range of all the said lots Ntamets
s ree s. of
and parallel to Liberty street, shall be called and known by the

4
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name of Harris street; and the street of sixty-eight feet, next
to Curry Town, shall be called and known by the name of Tattnall street.
Lots number31. The said lots so to be laid off, shall be numbered as foled.
lows: Those in Lafayette ward from No. 1 to No. 10, inclusive; and those in Jasper ward from No. 1 to No. 10, inclusive; -and those in Pulaski ward from No. 1 to No. 10, incluSive.
Lots how
32. All the said lots so to be laid off, shall be valued separatevalued and
· t ee of three Cl't'1zens,
sold.
ly by a committee of Council and a comm1t
owners of real estate in the city, to be appointed by the Mayor,
and such valuation sh all be returned to this corporation in
writing, under the hands of said committee or a majority of
them. The said lots shall be set up at the valuation so made,
one at a time, at public outcry, to be made by the Marshal of
the city, under the superintendence of the Committee on Sales,
on the first Tuesday in April next, and wh atever amount sh all,
Twenty-perct. at the sale be bid over the valuation of a lot, twenty percent.
payable m
.
·
cash.
upon the ' aggregate of such mcrease
and of th e valuat 10n
money shall be paid into the city treasury in cash, and the
highest bidder shall be the purchaser of the lot then sold. In
Balance on
regarcl to the residue of said valuation and increase money, it
annual
.
·
· casl1,
rent at ground
6 p er shall be Ol)tional
mth
the purchaser t o pay th e same m
cent
payable
·
h
'
h
1
d
·
·
qua~terly.
or else to retain the same 1n 1s or er 1an s, recervmg, '·m th e
latter case, a deecl from the Mayor and Aldermen of the City
of Savannah and the h amlets thereof, on condition of the
quarterly payment of an annual ground rent to this corporation, equal to the interest on the amount of the saicl residue,
at the rate of six per centum, and on such further conditions
and limitations as are hereinafter set forth or referred to. But
it shall nevertheless, at any time hereafter, be in the power of
the purchaser, his or h er heirs, executors, aclministrators. or
assigns, to pay into the city treasury the said residue, to be
thereafter discharged from the payment of said ground rent.
As to title, see section 15 of this article.

Harris street.
Tatttnallst.

Ordinance 28th March, 1837.
Width of Liberty street 130
feet.
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33. The width of Liberty street, except that portio» of it
.
.
·
d,
whiCh
hes
between Bull street and Drayton street contmue
·
shall be one hundred and thirty feet.

The lane between Harris and Liberty streets shall be of the Lane.22JO
feet.
Barns street
width of twenty-two and a half feet, and that Harris street 60feetwide.
shall be of a width not less .than sixty feet.
Lots 60 by 100
T he first section of the ordinance (of 3d Februury' 1837)
' feet.
whose title is above recited, be amended so as to read as follows, to wit: Each of said lots shall be sixty feet in front and
one hundred feet in depth.
Ordinance 14th March, 1839.

34. The jurisdiction:1 and ordinances of
the City of Savan- Jurisdiction
•
extended over
nab be extended accoruing to the provisions of said act, and Curry Town.
be of force in the said extended limits, and that all persons
and property in said extended limits be subject to the laws of
the city (except otherwise provided) in the same manner as
if the said persons resided, and the said property was situate
within the olcllimits of th e city.
The streets in Curry Town shall take their names and be
called after the streets running in saicl Curry Town from the
other parts of the city and common.
35. The continuation of Abercorn, Drayton, Bull, Whita- ~f~i~~~tstit~n
ker and Barnard streets' from South Broad street to the south- ongmal
ta~~ names
of
streets
ern line of the extended limits of the city, shall respectively
retain the said names of Abercorn, Drayton, Bull, Whitaker
and Barnard streets, and the said streets shall retain the same
name, from the Bay to the said south ern line of the city.
All those portions of the south common, lying south of teoe~60by 100
Harris street, as are delineated within the lines (shaded red)
on the plan hereto annexed, be laid off into lots, with such
streets and lanes as are laid down on said plan, and that each
one of said lots shall be sixty feet in front, and one hundred
feet in depth: P1·ovidecl, nothing herein contained shall au- Jail enclosure.
thorize any present interference with the jail enclosure.
36. The said lots, to be laid off between Abercorn and Part
of Lafayette and
Drayton streets continued, shall form part of the ward called Jasper wards.
LaFayette ward; and the said lots to be laid off between Drayton
and Whitaker streets continued, shall form part of the ward
called Jasper ward; and those lots to be laid off between said
Whitaker street continued ancl Tattnall street, shall form part Pulaski ward.
of the ward called Pulaski ward; and that the first street running south of Harris street, and parallel thereto, between the
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trust lots, shall be sixty feet in width, and shall bj called and
M<"won street. known by the name of Macon street; and that the next street
running parallel therewith, and fronting on the squares, be
also sixty feet in width, and be called and known by the name
Charlton
of Charlton street; and·that the street running south of the
street.
southern range of lots, and parallel with Harris street, be also
sixty feet in width, and be called and known by the name of
.Jones street. Jones street; and that the lane between Charlton and Jones
~~~~h each 60 streets shall be of the width of twenty-two and a half feet;
Lane 22M feet. and that the square in Jasper ward shall be called and known
"f~fj:~n and by the name of Madison square, and that the square in Pulassquares.
ki ward shall be called and known by the name of Pulaski
square.
Lots num37. The said lots so to be laid off (including the jail enbered.
closure) shall be numbered as follows: Those in LaFayette
ward from number eleven to number twenty-four, inclusive;
those in Jasper ward from number twenty-one to forty-eight,
inclusive; and those in Pulaski ward from number seventeen
to number thirty-eight, inclusive.
Lots how val38. All of the said lots so to be laid off, (exclusive of those
ued and sold.
situate within the jail enclosure,) shall be valued separately,
by a committee of Council and a committee of three citizens,
owners of real estate in the city, tp i>e appointed by the Mayor, and such valuation shall be returned to this corpor[l.tion, in
writing, under the hands of said committee or a majority of
them; the said lots (exclusive of the jail enclosure) shall be
set up at the valuation so made, one at a time, at public outcry, to be made by the Marshal of the city, under the superintendence of the Committee on Sales, and whatever amount
Twenty per ct. shall, at the sale, be bid over the valuation of a lot, twenty
m cash, balance on anper cent. upon the aggregate of such increase and of the valunuaJ ground
.
. .
.
.
rent.
at10n money, shall be paid mto the mty treasurym cash, arw:l. the
highest bidder shall be the purchaser of the lot thus sold. In
regard to the residue of the said valuation and increase money,
it shall be optional with the purchaser to pay the same in cash,
or else to retain the same in his or her hands, receiving in the
latter case, a deed from the Mayor and Aldermen of the City
of Savannah and the hamlets thereof, on condition of the
quarterly payment of an annual ground rent to this corporation, equal to the interest on the amount of the said residue,
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6
at the l·ate of six per cent. per ann nm, and on such further At
perrate
cenotf. paynditions and limitations as are hereinafter set forth and re- able quarterly
co
· aft er Sal·a sa1e,
ferred
to, but it shall, nevertheless, at any time
be in the power of the purchaser, his or her heirs, executors,
or administrators, or assigns, to pay into the city treasury the
said residue, and be thereafter discharged from the payment of
such ground rent : P1·oviclecl, however, that the valuation and
sale of said lots, as specified in this section, shall not be made
until Council shall hereafter clirect by resolution or otherwise.
As to title, see section 15 of this article.
Title.
Orrunance 11th February, 1841, as amended by ordinance of 2d No·
vember, 1843, except as to grant to Widows' .Society, and Female
Asylum.

39. All that portiqn of the south common delineatecl as crawford
within the lines (shaded) on the plan hereto annexed, and ward.
bounded on the south by Liberty street, east by the Thunderbolt road, north by South Broad street, and west by Habersham street and the old cemetery, be laid off into eighty-six Eighty-sixlots
lots, with such streets and lanes as are laid down on said plan,
and that the same shall be called Crawford ward.
40. All the said lots shall be valued separately, by a com- How valued
.
mittee of Council and a committee
of th ree c1't'Izens, owners and sold.
of real estate in the city, to be appointed by the Mayor, and
such valuation shall be returned to this corporation in writing, under the hands of said commissioners or a majority of
them. The sale of the lots in said ward take place under the Lots in crawvaluation heretofore placed upon the same, or under such t~~ s';;td.d,
valuation as may hereafter be made by the Committee on
Public Sales and City Lots and three freeholders, to be appointed by the Mayor, at such time as shall be deemed advisable by the Mayor and the Committee on Public Sales and
City Lots; the said sale to be made under the superintendence of the Committee on Public Sales ancl City Lots, by
the Marshal of the city at public outcry; and whatever 20 per cent.
.
cash-balance
amount shall at the sale, be bid over the valuatiOn of a lot, on annual
'
h .
d f ground rent.
twenty per cent. upon the aggregate of sue mcrease an o
the valuation money, shall be paid into the city treasury in
cash, and the highest bidder shall be the purchaser of the lot
then sold. In regard to the residue of said valuation and
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increase money, it shall be optional with the purchaser to pay
the same in cash, or else to retain the same in his or her
hands, receiving in the latter case, a deed from the Mayor
and Aldermen of the City of Savannah and hamlets thereof,
on condition of the quarterly payment of an annual ground
rent to this corporation, equal to the interest on the amount
At rate of 6 of said residue, at the rate of six per centum, and on such
per
pay- further condttwns
. .
. ft er se t f or th
able cent.
quarterly
an d l'1m1'tat'wns as are h erema
1
· or referred to. But it shall neve1 theless, hereafter at any
time, be in the power of the purchaser, his or h er heirs, executors, administrators, or assigns, to pay into the city treasury
the said residue, and to be thereafter discharged from the payment of such ground rent. And be it jttrther provided, that
Proceeds ap- the proceeds of the sale of these lots sh all be exclusively applied to
.
.
. h ment of tl1e Cl. t y b onel s now tn
. exts
. tment
of payCity phed
to the extmgms
BondR
for
Cen·
d
.c
h
d
bt
d
f
·
bt
·
tral Railroad ence, and tssue ~or t e e s now ue or moneys o atne d
stock.
from several banks of this city, to pay for the subscription by
the city to the Central Railroad, and for no other pJJrpose
whatsoever.
Title.
As to title see section 15 of this article,
Ordinance 19th A.ugust, 184 7.

41. The ordinance (of 22d July, 1847,) be n,nd the same is
hereby amended as that the word "LaFayette," whenever t h e
same occurs in the title and body of said ordinance, shall
read "Crawford," and the word "Crawford" is hereby substituted thetein in the place of the word" LaFayette."
The third section of the ordinance* granting to Charles
Nine lots
south of old
B.
Oluskey on ground rent five lots south of the old cemetery;
cemetery at-

l<'or LaFayette
~~~

tached to
Crawford
ward.

* The third section of the ordinance, entitled an ordinance grant·
ing to Charles B. Cluskey on ground rent, five lots south of the old cern·
etery; to attach said lots and others to Crawford ward, and to prohibit the
future purchasers and owners of certain other lots from building thereon
in wood-passed 4th A.pril, 1844, and which is revived by the 2d section
of the above ordinance, passed 19th A.ugust, 1847, is in the following
words:
3. The said lots numbered 69, 70, 71, 72, and 73, and also, the lots
separated from the same by Lincoln street, and numbered 65, 66, 67, and
68 be, and the same are hereb:y ~J.t~ached to, and made parcel of Craw·
ford ward.
·
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to attach the said lots and others to Crawford ward, and to
prohibit the future purchasers and owners of certai~ other
lots from building thereon in wood-passed 4th Apnl, 1844,
be, and the same is hereby revived.
Ordinance 4th March, 1847.

42. All that portion of the south common lying between Monterey
Chathamand>.
..
Tattnall and D rayton street s, ex t en di ng son thwar d th ree
streets from Jones street, be laid off into lots, with such
streets and lanes as are laid down on the maps of the city,
with the exception of the street dividing lots known in the
plan of the city as trust lots, which street is abandoned (see
Wayne street, section 51,) and that each one of said lots
be sixty feet in fl'ont and one hundred feet deep (section 2,) re~t;.60 by 100
as nearly as can be to correspond with the other portions cif
the city. Said lots to be laid _off between Tattnall and Whit- ~;;,~~am
aker streets continued, shall form a ward, to be callecl Chatham' and those lots to be laid offbetwee~ Whit:.tker and Drayton Monterey
ward.
streets continued, sh all form another ward, to be named
Monterey. The first street south and running parallel with Taylor street.
Jones street, be named Taylor; the second street running Gordon street.
parallel with Jones street be named Gordon, and the third Gaston street.
street be named Gaston. The said lots .to be laid off, be num- lots
Number
48. of
bered in each ward from one to forty-etght.
43. All those lots so laid off, shall be valued separately by Lots, how
.
d th
't'
valued.
a committee of three members of Counc11 an
ree c1 tzens,
freeholders, or a majority of said committee, to be appointed
by the Mayor, and that such valuation as may be affixed to
each lot returned to this corporation in writing, under the
hands of said committee or a majority of them, shall be the
valuation at which said lots shall be set up at public sale by
the City Marshal, under the superintendence. of the Committee on Public Sales and City Lots, on the second Tuesday
in April next, or at such other time as may be ordered by
Council.
Ordinance 4th A.ugust, 1848.

44. The fourth and fifth sections of the above recited ordi- How sold.
nance of 4th March, 1847, be, and the same are hereby repealed, and that the said lots specified in the said ordinance,
shall be sold upon the terms and conditions prescribed for
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the sale of other portions of. the city domain, by existing
ordinances: Provided, nevertheless, that nothing h~rein contained shall affect any contracts of sales where the titles have
passed under the provisions of the above recited ordinance.
Ordinance 23d November, 1848.

Former pur45. The persons who have heretofore purchased lots in
chasers
of lots sar'd ward (Monterey ) may, at th e1r
· op t'wn, comp1y Wl'th th e
in
Monterey
ward to have
new titles.
terms of the said ordinance, or may surrender their titles and
have new titles executed for the same upon the terms anu
conditions prescribed for the sale of other portions of the
public domain: PTovicled, if any of said purchasers have paid
less than twenty per cent. of the amount of purchase money,
Cash 20 per they shall, before changing their titles, pay up to that amount,
cent.
and if any purchaser shall have paid more than twenty per
cent. of the purchase money, no part of that excess shall be
Ground
rent
refunded,
but the annual ground rent shall be assessed upon
6 per cent.
the amount remaining unpaid of the said purchase money.
Ordinance 11th October, 1849.

Trust
lots inand
Monterey

46 · The lots heretofore commonly called trust lots shall'

foh:::t~i~~.be in both Monter~y and Chatham wards, have a width of sixty

streets 60 feet feet, and the streets between them shali be sixty feet wide,
wide.
and the streets north and south of them shall also be sixty
feet wide, so as to conform to the plan of Jasper ward.
Ordinance 31st July, 1851.

Purchasers
of
WHEREAS, the purchasers of lots heretofore solcl on Gaslots
on Gaston
.
.
street to have ton street have applied to Councrl to •add twenty feet to the
20 feet added
.
.
-1'
to their lots. front of each of sa1d lots, makmg the deptns of the same one
hundred and twenty feet, upon condition that twenty per
cent. be added to the appraised value of each of said lots,
upon which additional value each lot holder shall pay at the
rate of six uer cent. per annum in quarterly payments.
Gaston street Therefore: The width of Gaston street be reduced to seventyto be 75 feet
.
wide.
five feet, and the depth of the lots frontmg south on Gaston
Depth of lots street be increased to one hundred and twenty feet.
120 feet.
The depth of the lots heretofore sold on Gaston street
(extending from Drayton street to Tattnall street,) be added
conveyance. tweltty feet in front, and a conveyance be made to each lot
=~~rent holder upon condition that said J-ot holder pay at the rate of
~r;~b1~n~uar- six per cent. per annum in quarter yearly payments, on a sum
terly.
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equal to twenty per cent. of the appraised value of such lot,
such quarter yearly payments to be due ancl. payable at the
same time that the regular ground rent on sarcllots falls due.
1.' •
Endorsement
. t O.tOie
48. An endorsement on t l1e conveyance h ere
rna d eon
conveyof any of said lots, signed by the Mayor or Acting May.or, ~~it~ for 20
shall be a sufficient conveyance to said additional twenty feet,
in front of each lot, if in substance as follows:
49. WHEREAS, under and by vil·tue of an ordinance,
passed 31st July, 1851, upon the application of lot holders on
Gaston street, twenty feet was added to the front of each of
said lots between Drayton and Tattnall streets, upon condition that twenty per cent. be added to the appraised value of
each of said lots, and each lot holder pay at the rate of six
per cent. per annum, in quarter yearly payments, on said additional value of twenty per cent., said quarter yearly payments to be due and payable at the same time that the regular ground rents on said lots fall due: Now, know all11~en by
these p1·esents, That the Mayor and Aldermen of the Crty of
Savannah and hamlets thereof, for and in consideration of
the premises and of the quarter yearly payments to be made
by the within named
owner of lot
No.
on Gaston street, have bargained and sold, and by
these presents do bargain and sell unto the said
heirs and assigns, that lot of land sixty feet in front and
twenty feet in depth, immediately in front of said lot No.
on Gaston street. To have and to hold said addition of
twenty feet by sixty feet unto
the said
heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns forever, as part
of the original lot, upon the. express condition, nevertheless,
that
the said
heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, shall every year, by four equal quarter yearly payments, pay or cause to be paid into the city
treasury of Savannah, the additional sum of
as ground rent for the us\ and occupation of the same, at the
same time and on the same terms as in the original lease of
the original lot, and in case of failure to pay the whole
ground rent on said lot so added to, for the space of twenty
clays after it is due, then said lot shall revert to the corporation, who shall proceed to re-enter in the manner pointed out
in the conveyance of said lot No.
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-In witness wheTeof, by the direction of the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah and hamlets thereof, the
Mayor hath hereto set his official signature, and caused the
seal of the city to be affixed.
Ordinance 13th March, 1851.

Part of La- _,
50 All that part of the city domain lying north of Gordon
Fayette warv, street· and east of Drayton street, be laid off into lots by the
City Surveyor, under the superintendence of the Dommittee
on Public Sales and City Lots, that as many of said lots as
may be necessary to complete the plan of LaFayette ward be
added to that ward, and that the remainder be classecl into
three new wards.
Calhoun,
51. The new ward between Liberty street on the north
Troup,
wesleyand
wards and Jones street on the south, and the square appurtenant to
named.
said ward, be named and called Troup warcl and Troup square;
Calhoun,
Troup, and
and the new warcl immediately to the south of Troup ward,
WWtfield
squarvsnamed
with its alJ"tmrtenant square, be named and called Wesley
ward, Whitfield square; and the new ward immediately to the
west of Wesley ward, with its ap1mrtenant square, be named
and called Calhoun ward and Calhoun square; and that the
street between Taylor and Gordon streets, be named and
·wayne street. called Wayne street, and that all the new streets connecting
with and continuing old streets already named, be considered
as part of said streets respectively, n,nd distinguished by the
respective names alreacly in use.
!~.fsJ~~ued 52. The said lots, the laying off whereof is above provided
for, be valued and sold in the usual manner, under the direction of the Committee on Public Sales and City Lots, at such
time or times as to said committee shall appear expedient and
~~r cent. in proper; the terms of sale to be twenty per cent. cash, on the
aggregn,te of valuation and increase money, n,nd interest on
Balance on an- the babnce of the purchase money, to be payable quarterly at
nual
ground the city treasury, at the rate of SIX
. per cent. per annum, With
.
rentat6per
cent.
payable
.
.
quarterly.
the privilege to the purchaser, his or her hmrs, executors, or
administrators, or assigns, of paying into the treasury the
balance remaining un1Jaid of the purchase money, and all interest due thereon, up to the time of saicl pn,yment, receiving,
after such payment, a fee simple title.
Title.
53. Same as 3d section, ordinance 20th April, 1801, 15th
section of this article.
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Ordinance 9th March, 1854.

M. All that part of the city domain 1ying north of Gaston Part of Calstreet,
south
of Gordon street' and east of DI·aYt on st reet , b e houn ward.
.
.
la1d off mto lots
· ·
. by the City Stuveyor' under· the supervisiOn
of the Committee on Public Sales and City Lots, and that
the same be added to Calhoun ward.
55. ~he said lots, the laying whereof is provided for, be How valued
valued ;m the. usual
· th e usua1 manner, and sold.
. manner and sold In
u~der the duectw~ of the Committee on Public Sales and
C1ty Lots, ttt. such time or times as to said committee shall
appear expedient and proper. The terms of sale to he twenty 20percent in
per cent. cash
on the a~·oTegate
of val'·Iat·
.
cash.
.
.
oo
c
Ion an d rncrease
and
mterest
on
the
balance
of
the
purchase
money
to
BaJ
money,
b
bl
t 1
,
anceonane paya
e quar er y. at the city treasury' at th eiaeo
. t f srxperrentat6per
.
nual ground
t
cen
to the }nuchasei', h's
cent. payable
h h. per
· . annum, With the privilege
. .
l
or. quarterty.
er ens, executors, or adm1mstrators or assigns f
·
. t th t
'
' o papna
m o e reasury the balance remaining unpaid of the ptu~
c~ase money, and ~1~ interest due thereon up to the time of
smd payment, rece1vmg after such payment a fee simple title.
5~. Same. as 3~ section, ordinance 20th April, 1801, 15th Title.
section of this article.
Ordinance 16th January, 1851.

b 57. All that portion of the Spring·fielcl tract of lan cl num- Lots Nos.l to
ere< 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 12 13 14 1S 16 1 7 18 . 18 of Springth
l
. .
' ' ' ' ' ' ' , Ill field tract laid
e m~ps CLrawn by W1lham Hughes, Surveyor, be laid off into olr.
lots, With the numbers and boundaries described in saicl
58.. All the l ots so laid off shall be set up for sale at
Lots how valoutcry by _the Mars~al of the city, at the valuation made by ued and sold.
the committee appomted by Council, on the 5th December,
1850, under_the superintendence of the Committee on Public
Sale~ and C1ty Lots, and whatever amount shall at the sale
' upon the' ~wentyper ct.
be b1cl on th e va1uat'Ion of a lot, twenty per cent.
aggreoa at. eo f Sal·cl mcrease
·
cash
and the valuation, shall be paid in- m
ance
o~ baJ
an~u-

p:~f~

to the City treasury in cash, and the highest bidder shall be ~~1~~~~1-~~~i
the purchaser
of the lot th en sollCl. I n regard to the residue rate
.
cent.ofper7 per
year,
of.th
the hsaid valuation and increase money' I't shall b e op t'wnaI payablequarterly.
WI t e purchaser to pay the same in cash, or else to retain
the same, or any portion thereof unpaid, in his or her hands,
twenty-four years from clay of sale, receiving in the latter case,
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a deed from the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah
and hamlets thereof, signed and sealed by the purcha~er also,
on condition of the quarterly payment of an annual mterest
to this corporation, equal to the interest on the amount of
the said residue, at the rate of seven per cent., and on such
further conditions and limitations as are herein set forth and
referred to, and with such covenants as are necessa,ry to secure
the purchase money and interest, to be expressed in the_ deed.
But it shall, nevertheles~, at any time hereafter, be I~ t~e
power of the purchaser, his or her heirs, executors,_ adm~ms
trators or assigns, to pa,y into the city treasury the said residue
and interest.
Ten feet width
Ten feet in width of said lots on the southern boundary, is
of lots reserv·
f
J 't h t
·
0
ed for ditch. hereby reserved by the mty or a CLl c , o a,nswer as a comm n
drain for all of said lots.
(Ordinance of 13th February, 1851, says: ~'That the th~rd
section of the above recited ordinance, reservmg ten feet w1de
for a ditch, be, and the same is hereby repealed, so far as regards lots 15, 16 and 17, providing a ditch givi~g a free flow
of water and full drainage is made through said lots 15, 16
and17, in lieu of said ten feet reservation; said ditch to be
made under the superintendence of the Committee on Dry
Culture.")
.
59. Same as section 3d of ordinance of 20th Apnl, 1801,
Title.
15th section of this article.
Sales alreaqy
60. The sales of a portion of said lots, already ma,de at
fu.~~d~re con- public outcry, on the 9th January, 1851, ar~ here~y confirmed
and made valid, and that deeds be executed for said lots upon
the terms and cor..ditions herein expressed.
Ordinance 13th March, 1851.
Lots 19 and 20
of Springfield
tract laid ofr
into lota.

Numbering
froml to26.

61. All that portion of the Springfield tract of land numbered19 and 20 on the map drawn by William Hughes, Surveyor, be laid off into lots, with the numbers, letters and_ boundaries as described on the subsequent map, drawn by said surveyor, dated 3d February, 1851.
62. All that portion of the Springfield tract.of land lai~
off into lots, by the said surveyor on the 3d February, 1851,
and numbered from one to twenty-six, inclusive, be laid off
into lots and re-numbered 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35,
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36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50 and 51,
with the boundaries described in said map, dated 3d February,
1851.
63. The balance of the said Springfield tract of land be Balance of
laid off into lots, with such numbers and boundaries, and val- ~;!>a'"~ff.~~~dlaid
.
.
off and sold
ned and sold at such time and m such manner as the Com- when the Dry
·
D
C
1
b
1
·
f
C
.
Culture
Committee on ry u ture may, y reso utwn o ounml berea£- mittee deem
ter to be obtained, deem proper and expedient.
proper.
64. This section is the same as the 58th section of this Lots how valued and sold.
article.
65. The ditches and drains now constructed for the pur- Ditches and
pose of draining the low grounds of the Springfield Planta- drains.
tion, are hereby reserved to the city.
66. This section is th~ same as the 41,~ <>eetion of this ar- Title.
ticle.
67. The sales of a portion of said lots already made at Former sales
public outcry, on the 3d March, 1851, are hereby confirmed confirmed.
and made valid, a,nd that the deeds be executed for said lots
upon the terms and conditions herein expressed.
Ordinance 24th April, 1851.

68·. All that portion of the city domain lying between Forsyth ward.
Gaston street on the north, the southern boundary of the city
on the south, (leaving forty feet for a new street,) Abercorn
street on the east, and Barnard street on the west, be, and the
same is hereby made a ward, to be called and known as Forsyth ward.
69. All that portion of said ward lying between Gaston Forsyth place.
street on the north, Drayton street on the east, a new street
on the south, and Whitaker street on the west, as delineated
on the plan accompanying this ordinance, be, and it is hereby
forever set apart as a public place, to be called and known as
Forsyth place.
70. The lots in said ward be laid off under the supervision Lots how valof the Committee on Public Sales and City Lots, in conform- ued and sold.
ity with the plan above mentioned, and that they be valued
and sold in the usual manner, at such time or times as to said
committee shall appear expedient and proper-the terms of
the sale to be those prescribed in the third section of an
ordinance for laying off and selling the part of the city do8
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main north of Gordon street and east of Drayton street, passed March 13th, 1851.
(Title same as 3d section, ordinance 20th April, 1801, 15th
section of this article.)
Ordinance 9th March, 1854.

71. All that part of the city domain lying south of Gaston
street west of Barnard street, north of Gwinnett street, and
east ;f Ta,ttnall street, be laid off into lots by the City Surveyor, under the superintendence of the Committee on Public
Sales and City Lots, ancl be called Charlt?n ward.
.
How valued
72. The said lots, the laying whereof IS above provtded for,
and sold.
be valued in the usual manner, and sold in the usual manner,
under the direction of the Committee on Public Sales and
City Lots, at such time or times as to said committee shall apTwenty per ct. pear expedient and proper; the terms of the s~le to be_ twenty
~~g=~~ ~~;;u- per cent. cash on the aggregate of the valuatiOn and mcrease
at ground
to
at
6 per cenretnt
. money, and interest on the balance of the purchase money,
.
payable quar- be payable quarterly at the city treasury, at the rate of SIX per
~~
'
.
cent. per annum, with the privilege to the p:uchaser, ht~ or
her heirs, executors, or administrators, or asstgns, of paymg
into the treasury the balance remaining unpaid of the purchase
money and all interest due thereon up to t~e time_ of said payment, receiving after such payment a fee stmple ~ttle.
73. Same as section 3d of ordinance 20th Apnl, 1801, 15th
Title.
sect.ion of his article.

Charlton ward
into

l~l~.off

Ordinance 27th February, 1851.
Half lot in fee
simple.

I

Half lot on
ground rent.

74. Any person holding a lot in the City of Savannah as
joi:d tena:.1t or tenants, in common with another, under the
ordinary city deed, may pay one-half of the balance of purchase money due on the same, and upon such payment, shall
receive a deed in fee for one half of said lot; which shall be
designated as the easterB, western, northern or southern half,
as the case may be.
75. Any lessee of a city lot may, on application to Conncil divide the said lot into two parts, and receive separate
le~ses for the same, and in all cases refen:ed to in this ordinance, the parties shall severally pay for the deed issued.

115

Ordinance 3d October, 1866.

76. That the plan of the city be and is hereby extended ~\~neo!t~~~ed
thr~ugh and over farm lot No. 2, Holland tything, Percival :?,~er2 ;N;J1 ~~J

· ward, according to a map made by the City Surveyor, the first Tything, etc.
day of April, 1866, and of file in the office of the said City
Suneyor, so that the said farm lot being bounded on the north
by Gwinnett street, on the east by Montgomery street continued, on the south by Anderson street, which is in the line of
Lover's lane continued, and on the west by Roberts street
continued, shall be traversed north and south by the following
streets [viz :] -West Broad street con tin ned, a new street yet
unnamed, sixty feet wide, beginning at Gwinnett street on the
north, whose eastern line is parallel to and three hundred feet
distant from the western line of West Broad street continued,
and another new street, yet unnamed, sixty feet wide, beginning at Gwinnett street on the north, whose western line is
• parallel to and. two hundred and forty feet distant from the
eastern line of Roberts street continued, and shall be traversed east and west by the following streets and lanes [viz:] a lane
between Gwinnett street and Bolton street--Bolton street con- •
· tinued-a lane between Bolton street and Waldburg streetWaldburg street continued-a lane between Waldburg street
and New Houstoun street--New Houstoun street con~inued
a lane between New Houstoun street and Duffy street--Duffy
street continued-a lane between Duffy street and Henry
street, and Henry street continued.
77. The Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah ~~~~~~~;~~G.
do hereby relinquish and surrender to W. G. Bulloch and Bulloch and
others accordothers, the owners of said farm lot above named according to ing to their in.
.
.
.
.
'
terests in the
thetr respective mterests m the satd farm lot or any part thereof, said Farm Lot
all rights of every sort which the said the Mayor and Alder- No. 2"
men of the City of Savannah may have or claim in, to and
over so much of the bed of the Ogechee road as traverses any
part or parts of the said farm lot not conveyed by the said
owners thereof, for streets and lanes as aforesaid.
78 • This ordinance shall g·o fully into effect' immediately go
Ordinance to
mto effect
upon the delivery to the said the Mayor and Aldermen of the ~~~~/g{ g;~Oity of Savannah of a conveyance duly executed by the par- ~~r:,n~ ~~~
ties aforesaid, according to the laws of the State of Georgia. parties.
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79. No pa,rt of the said property reserved by the owners
· t t t
thereof after the said conveyance, shall be ~UbJeC
o axat'10n
.
All
f
tl
C
·
t
f
by the sa1d the Mayor and c ermen o 1e 1 y o S.avannah
~n~~~lif~~- before the same shall be improved, or before other property
proved.
similarly situated within the limits of the said city shall be
made subject to taxation.

No part of the
property reserved by
·owners to be
subject to tax-

manner as the said ground now enclosed is, and has been so
set apart.
Ordinance 31st August, 1870.

84• That .so much of the area of the City of Savannah as the
Certainareaof
t..'i ty of Salies south of the northern line of Gwinnett street, and north vaundah declare to be
of the south line of Anderson street west of the eastern line within th~ .
taxable hm1ts
'
.
of East Broad street, and east of the western hne of Ceme- of the city.
tery street, be, and the same is hereby declared to be within
the plan and taxable limits of said city, whenever within said
area, streets have been laid out or designated, or lots laid off
and buildings or improvements put up; whether such laying
out of streets and lots may ha.ve been made by authority of
said city, or by the owner or owners of such lots; and that
from and after the first day of January next, taxes shall be
assessed and levied and paid, within said now defined limits, in
the same' manner that taxes are assessed, leYiecl, and paid in
the other parts of the corporate limits of the City of Savannah.

Ordinance 17th October, 1866.

80. It shall be the duty of the Chief of Police, under the
· t .,.10rce t o preserve
·
orders of the Mayor, to de t m'l a su ffi Clen
·
d
d
th
bl'
·k
k
order and decency 1n an aroun
e pu lC par
nown as
· l sueh po l'lCemen so d et m'l ed sh a.ll arres t an d
Forsyth Place, anc
bring before the Police Court for trial, all persons who may
in any way disturb the public peace or be guilty of any indecent, riotous, or disorderly conduct, or offensive or insulting
demeanor, or who may use any indecent or improper language
in or around said park; and any person convicted before said
Police Court of disturbing the public peace, or of indecent,
riotous, or disorderly conduct, or offensi;e or insultin? demeanor, or of using indecent or improper language m or
• around said park, shall be fined in. a sum not exceeding one
hundred dollars, or be imprisoned, or be made to labor on the
public streets, squares, or lanes for a period not longer than
thirty d~ys.
Duty of Po81. It shall be the duty of the policemen to disperse any
!icemen to dish
·
b
purse crowd, crowd or congregation of persons, w o may m any way o etc.
struct free access by visitors to any portion of said park.
Not lawful to
82. It shall not be lawful for any person to smoke in said
~~~:,e in the park, under such penalty as is prescribed in section first of
this ordinance, for the offences therein mentioned.

Duty of the
Chief of Police
to detail a sufficient force to
preserve order
m
Forsyth
Place.

Ordinance 6th February, 1867.

83. 'rhe piece of ground known as the Military Parade
Gronnc,
l con ta1mng
. . n1ne
. t een acres, more or 1ess, an d b oun cle
. l1
~~~~~ed added on the north by Forsyth Place, on the east by Drayton street,
~~r~nodt'F~~: on the south by New Houston street, and on the west by
syth Place.
Whitaker street, is hereby added to said Forsyth Place, and
made a part of the same, and that said Forsyth Place so extended as aforesaid, is hereby forever set apart as a public
place, to be called and known as Forsyth Place, in the same
Piece of
grounu
known
as the Military

117

•
I

Ordinanc e 8th December, 1869.

85. That in addition to the provisions of the several ordi- Not lawful to
sell or to use
nances already in force, prohibiting the discharge within the withintbelim. · of t h e Clty,
· of guns, p1sto
· l s, sqm'b· s, an d oth er m
. stru- any
its of
the city
hm1ts
ctetona.
.
.
.
ttng or fulmtments, wherem gunpowder 1s used; 1t shall not hereafter be nating sub. Sal. c1 1nuts,
wbat. . any stance
1aw f ul f or any person t o se11 or t o use Wl'tlun
ever, etc.
1
detonating or fulminating preparation, or instrument made
or composed, wholly or in part, of nitro-glycerine or other
detonating or fulminating substance whatever, or any other
like detonating or fltlminating preparation or instrument,
under the penalty for every offence, of a fine not exceeding
one hundred doljars, or imprisonment not exceeding thirty
days: P1·oviclecl, however, that nothing in this ordinance contained shall be construed to prevent the sale of ammunition
for legitimate purposes.
That it shall be the duty of the City Police to report all Du~y of City
· l atwns
·
' port
Pohce
to reVlO
of t h'IS orel'mance, an d of. th e ord'1nance or or cl1violations
nances of which it is amendatory; and that the Mayor is
hereby authorized to offer suitable rewards for the detection
of persons violating said ordinance.

GROUND RENT.

FIG ISLAND.

Ordinance 13th June, 1866.

Ordinance 14th May, 1846.

86. The Mayor be authorized and required t o offer for sale
.
.
.
twenty-two acres of land lym g and bemg m the county of
· of Fig
Chatham, and known as a part of th e eas t ern portwn
Island, commencing at the dividing line between the lands of
J. H. Baldwin and the city, running north eleven degrees
west from the main Savannah River, across the island to the
water passage between Fig and H utchinson's I sland, thence,
eastwardly to an old dam now existing, running north seven
degrees west, which will make the •quantity of land twentytwo acres.
Terms of sale.
57. 'l'h e Mayor cau se said piece or parcel of land to be
valued by three freeholders of th e City of Savann ah and
three Aldermen, advertised for sale fifteen days in both of the
city papers, then put up at public sale to the highe·st bidder
over and above the valuation. The purchaser paying twenty
per cent. on th e valuation and advance money, receiving a
Ground rent, lease for th e balance at an interest of six per cent. payable
6 per cent.
quarterly, with the condition that said land be kept in eonDry Culture. formity to the ordinances regulating dry culture.

Mayor to sell
22 acres of land
east par~ of
F1g Island.

88. A deed of conveyance be executed to the United States
for one acre of land on the eastern end of Fig Island, designated as lot L.
DIVISION OF LOTS.

Ordinance 26th June, 1856.

,

89. Joint owners of any lot or lots in this city, under the
ordinary city cleecl, are authorized to divide the same in any
manner that they may deem to their interest: P1·ovidecl, that
no part or portion is less than twenty feet front on a public
street or square.
Rights as to
90. All the rights and privileges granted to lot holders as
halt Jot granted, as to other to one half of a lot, be and the same are ext end eel to them as
divisions.
to the division or divisions authorized by this article.

Lots maybe
divided into
parts not less
thau 20 fe et
front on a
public street
or square.

91. That h ereafter in all sales of the dity domain, the Timesforpaydeeds to be executed by the city to purchasers of such domain, r:,~r:.,_~~frent.
or any part thereof, shall contain a stipulation for the semiannual payment of ground rent; that is to say, for the payment of such ground 1~ent on the :first clay of January and
July of each and every year, instead of quarterly payments as
h eretofore; and that in all future advertisements of such
sales, the City Marshal sh all give notice of the change of
terms required by this ordinance.*
RATE OF INTEREST ON UNPAID PURCHASE MONEYS.

Ordinance 16th October, 1867.

92. Hereafter the interest on unpaid purchase moneys Unpaid pur. · f rom f u t ure sa1es of th e pu bl"1c d onum,
· shall
· be at arising
chase moneys
ansmg
from
·
t
d
f
.
future sales of
th erat e of seven per cen t urn Ins ea o SIX per centum per public domain
annum, and that said new rate of interest shall hereafter be ~~:t~~~~~-~~t.
expressed in the advertisements of sale of such public domain
and in the deeds of conveyance to the purch asers.
93.

Ordinance 22d July, 1847.
One acre conve~·ed to United States.
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WARDS IN THE CITY OF SAVANNAH.

Anson,
Bartow,
Berrien,
Brown,
Calhoun ,
Carpenter's Row,
Charlton,
Chatham,

Choctaw,
Columbia,
Crawford,
Crawford, east,
Curry Town,
Cuthbert,
Davis,
Decker,

*,The~ground rent on city lots (sold before 13th June, 1866,) are due
and payable quarterly, but by custom they are paid semi-annually to the
City Treasurer. The City Treasurer, on the first day of June and December in each year, furnishes the City Marshal with a list of those city
lots whicll are in arrears to the city. The Marshal publishes said list for
ten days , and then re-enters those in arrears. If owners of lots wish to
save the re- entry fee of $ 1, th ey must pay up on or before the lOth day
of June and Dece~ber. If they do not wish to see their lots advertisedl
they must pay up m May and November, annually.-Com_piler~.

Names of
wards.
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Derby,
Elbert,
Elliott,
Forsyth,
Franklin,
New Franklin.,
*Garden Lots, East,
*Garden Lots, West,
Gallie,
Gaston,
Gilmerville,
Greene,
Gue,
Heathcote,
Jackson,
Jasper,
Jones,
LaFayette,
Liberty,
Lloyd,
Magazine,

CITY DOMAIN.

Marshall,
Minis,
Monterey,
Middle Oglethorpe,
North Oglethorpe,
South Oglethorpe,
O'Neill,
Percival,
Pulaski,
Railroad,
Reynolds,
Screven,
Stephens,
Troup,
Trustees' Garden,'
Walton,
Warren,
Washington,
Wesley,
Wylly.

NEW WARDS AND STREETS NAMED.

94. The following is the report of the committee appointed December 11th, 1867, to name certain wards and
streets in the City of Savannah.
The committee recommend that :
*Garden Lots, East, and Garden Lots, West, although so called, are
not properly wards of the city.
For farther information in regard to the names of streets and wards
th e1r extent, etc., the Compilers state that they have no records or minutes other than those already furnished in this article, except the following from the proceedings of Council of 8th of January, 1868. The map
of JOHN B. HoGG, City Surveyor, must supply the deficiencies.
For concessions. etc., by various parties for continuation of streets
'
see article on Streets and Lanes.
The Compilers take 'occasion here further to state that they omit from
this article and from this work, all ordinances in regard to grants of lots
to private persons and corporations, exemption of lots from ground rent,
0

troratiol)., et9,

'
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All that portion lying between Jones street on the south, Railroad ward.
West Broad street on the east, Purse street on the west, and
Railroad street on the north, be called Railroad ward.
All that portion lying between Jones street on the north, Choctawward.
Wilson street on the east, front lot No. 4 of the estate of
Mordecai Sheftall on the south, and West Bo-:.m dary street on
the west, be called Choctaw ward.
All that portion lying between Jones street on the north, O'Neill ward.
Walton ward on the east and south, and Wilson street on the
west, be called O'Neill ward.
All that portion lying between Gwinnett street on the Screven ward.
north, Burroughs street on the east, New Houstoun street on
the south, and Cemetery street on the west, be called Screven
ward.
All that portion lying between Gwinnett street on the Elliott ward.
north, Montgomery street on the east, New Houstoun street
on the south, and Burroughs street on the west, be called
Elliott ward.
All that portion lying between Anderson street an the Marshall ward
south, New Houstoun street on the north, Burroughs street on
the east, and Cemetery street on the west, be called Marshall
ward.
All that portiop. lying between New Houstoun street on the Wylly ward.
north, Montgomery street on the east, Anderson street on the
south, and Burroughs street on the west, be called Wylly
ward.
.
All that portion lying between Montgomery street on the Gue ward.
west, New Houstoun street on the north, Barnard street on the
east, and Anderson street on the south, be called Gue ward.
All that porti.mlying between New Houstoun street on the Gallie ward.
north, Bull str~et on the east, Anderson street on the south,
and Barnard street on the west, be called Gallie ward.
All that p< .rtion lying between Gwinnett street on the Cuthbert ward
north, land o',' the estate of Dr. White on the east, Anderson
street on the south, and Bull street on that portion between
New Houstoun and Anderson, and Drayton street on that
portion between New Houstoun and Gwinnett streets on the
west, be cal',ed Cuthbert ward.
The stre<Jt extending from Arnold street to the low lands Cleburne st.

·

•
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Cemetery st.

Cuyler street.

Burroughs st.

Sims street.

Walker street

east of the city, and lying north of Perry street (forty feet
wide), be called Cleburne street.
The street extending from Roberts street to Anderson street
along east boundary of Laurel Grove Cemetery, be called
Cemetery street (forty feet wide).
The street extending from Gwinnett to Anderson streets,
lying next east of Cemetery street (sixty feet wide), be called
Cuyler street.
The street extending from Gwinnett to Anderson streets,
lying next east of Cuyler street (sixty feet wide), be called
Burroughs street.
The street extending from the north line of Walton ward to
West Boundary street, and lying next south of Jones (fortythree feet wide), be called Sims street.
The street extending from the north line of Walton ward to
West Boundary street, and lying next south of Sims street
(forty-three feet wide), be called Walker street.
POWDER MAGAZINE-SPRINGFIELD PLANTATION.

~~!derMaga

Record.
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95. By deed bearing date 29th June, 1870, the United
States, through the "Commissioner of the Bureau of Refugees," etc., conveyed to the City of Savannah, Powder Magazine, lot and premises, on Springfield plantation. For conveyance and description of property, see the deed recorded in
the Clerk's office of the Superior Court of Chatham County,
(17th July, 1870,) in County Records Book H. H. H. H., folios
126, 127, andl28.

'

ARTICLE XVII.

CITY OFFICERS.
ORDINANCES.

•

1. Salaried officers not to be con- 11. No Alderman or officer of city

cerned in contracts.
2. Election of city officers at regular meeting of Council.
3. Oath of city officers.
4. Bonds of city officers.
5. Officers not to be absent longer
than ~4 hours, without permission of Mayor.
6. Mayor to suspend officers for
flagrant violation of duty.
7. Salaries of officers.
8. Temporary appointment of officers after military occupation of
the city to be good until regular
election.
9. Election of officers of City Police.
10. Officers during' military occupation not entitled to _b e paid.

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

to be surety for any officer or
employee.
Officers' salaries payable monthly.
Officers' returns every two weeks
Obstructing officer ; Punishment.
Fees paid into the treasury.
Penalty for failing to pay over.
Certain ordinances to be transcribed, etc., and declared valid.
Standing Committees of Council.
Rules of Council.
Additional rules.
Rules of order.
Order of business.

•

ORDINANUES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 2d August, 1839.

1 It shall not be lawful for anv officers of Council or any Salaried offi.
•
.
.
cers not to be
erson
holding any appointment under Coun01l, With any sal- concerned in
P
.
d'
tl
.
ary annexed thereto, to be concerned directly or m Irec y m contracts.
any contract with the City Council, or their ~gents or officer:s,
or in any contract or engagement of a pecumary _cha~·acter 1~
which the corporation of the City of Savannah IS either directly or indirectly concerned, under the penalty not exceed- Penalty.
ing one hundred dollars for every such offence, and the per-

•
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son so offending may also be dismissed from office by the City
Council.
Election of
. 2. · The election of all city officers, unless otherwise proCity officers
first regular
vided by a law of the State, or an ordinance of Council of
meeting of
Council.
force, or by this article, shall take place on the first regular
meeting in January in each and every year: Provided, always,
that in case any office shall become vacant by death, resignation, removal or disability, or any other cause, the Mayor and
Aldermen may proceed to fill said vacancy at any regular
meeting, first giving ten days notice of the time at which said
ele~tion will take place (except in the case of the Mayoralty,
winch may be• filled without any previoHs notice). See City
Vacancy.
Charter, article 1st: Ancl provided also, that nothing herein
contained shall prevent the said Mayor and Aldermen from
filling any vacancy by the appointment of some fit and proper
person to hold the same until an election shall have been held
upon notice, as aforesaid; ancl when ever any person shall be
elected after said notice has been gi-ven, such person shall hold
his office until the next regular election ancl no longer.
~J,~~~~ City
3. Unless a different oath has been or shall be prescribed
by any ordinance or law, the following shall be th e oath to be
taken and subscribed before the Mayor oi· acting Mayor, by
the several officers of the city, viz : "I do swear (or affirm, as
the case may be,) that I will well and truly demean mvself in
the office to which I have been appointed, ancl to th~ best of
my skill and judgJ?-ent, discharge the duties of the same, so
help me God."
~rij_~~:s?f City 4. All the officers of the city (except the Mayor) and all
others holding appointments or having contracts with the corporation (unless the case or office shall be specially provided
for by some ordinance or law in force) shall give bond, with
Two or more two or more good and sufficient securities, to be approved of by
securities.
Council or the Mayor, to the Mayor and Aldermen of the City
of Savannah, for the faithful performance of the duties of the
office ~o which such officer may have be'en appointed, or for
the faithfu_l performance of the contract entered into by him;
Clerk, $IO,ooo. and the said bond of the Clerk shall be in the penal sum of
Treasurer,
ten thousand dollars; of the City Treasurer in the }Jenal sum
$20,000.
f t
t h
Marshal, $5,ooo o
wen Y t ousand dollars; of the City Marshal in the penal
sum of five thousand dollars; of each Port Warden in the pe-
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nal sum of five hundred dollars; of the Messenger of Coun- f50~ Wardens,
cil in the penal sum of five hundred dollars; and for every Messenger,
500
other officer not expressly provided for by this article or any $ '
other ordinance or law, in such sum not exceeding five thousand dollars ' as the Council or Mayor may direct·' and the doubleamContractors
bond of every contractor shall be in double the amount of ount contract.
such contract.
5. No officer
holding
any appointment under Council (the be
Officers not to
.
.
absent longMayor. and City Pnnter
excepted)
shall
absent
himself
from
erthan24
.
.
hours without
the mty for a longer time than twenty-four hours, without the ~rmission of
permission of the Mayor or acting Mayor, and when the ab- ayor.
sence is to be prolonged beyond thirty clays, without the permission of Council; and where such permission is given the
said officer shall leave a proper deputy, to be approved of by
the authority granting the permission, ancl the said officer so
leaving such deputy, and the securities of such officer, are to
be held equally bound for such deputy as for the principal.
6. The Mayor or acting Mayor shall have power to suspend Maydorffito
suspen e> cera
any officer, holding any appointment under Council, for any for
flagrant
VIolation of
flagrant violation of duty, rendering it necessary to take such duty.
step, which suspension he shall report to Council within
forty-eight hours afterwards, by whom the said alleged offence
may be enquired into, and Council shall, at all times, have
the power to fine any of their officers for any violation of their
duty, or for any misconduct in office, and to suspend and remove any of the said officers from their respective offices, when
convicted of any offence or misconduct, which Council may
deem a sufficient cause for such removal.
Ordinance 22d December, 1870.

That the following shall be the annual compensation, and
.
. offi cers an d empl oyees
no more, all owe d t h e "~o ll owmg
mty
from and after the first regular meeting of Council in January next, ancl annually thereafter, that is to say:
The Mayor ....................................... $3,000
Clerk of Council. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,500
City Treasurer.................................... 2,500
Assistant City Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,800
City Marshal. . . .................................. 2,000
City Printer (by contract) ........................ .

Salaries of
City officers.

,
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Clerk of the Market ............................... 1,200
Assistant Clerk of the Market... . .................. 500
City Surveyor.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,000
Assistant City Surveyor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,500
Messenger of Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 900
Keeper of the Pest House. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 450
Jailer, including deputy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,500
Keeper of Forsyth Place ... ............... . ....... · 1,200
Pump Contractor (by contract) .................... .
Corporation Attorney ............................ . 1,800
Harbor Master ................................... . 1,500
Harbor Inspector................................. . 1,200
Chief or' Police .................................. . 2,500
First Lieutenant of Police ........................ . 1,800
Second Lieutenant of Police ...................... . 1,800
Chief Detective of Police .......................... . 1,800
Six Sergeants of the Police, each ................... . 1,200
Privates of Police, each ........................... . 900
Jail Guard, each ................................. . 900
Health Officer ................................... . 600
Keeper of Laurel Grove Cemetery. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,200
Commissioner of Streets and Lanes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,200
City Dispensary.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,200
Superintendent and Engineer of Water Works. . . . . . . . 1,800
Assistant Superintendent and Engineer of WaterWorks 1,200
Second Assistant Engineer of Water Works. . . . . . . . . . 1,080
Secretary and Treasurer of WaterWorks ... : . . . . . . . . . 1,500
Turn cock of Water Works . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000
That hereafter the Clerk of Council, the City Marshal, and
the Messenger of Council shall, without compensation thereWnWyd
d ·
~
cers.
for, perform for the Board of Health the ut1es heretoiore reNo
extra
com.
l
f'
db
·a
ffi
~
'dB
d
pensation a!- spectlve y per orme
y sa1 o cers iOr sa1 oar .

Board of
Health.
Duties of cer-

lowed.

Ordinance 27th December, 1865.
Temporary

8.

That the election of all officers eligible by the City

~¥~~~~~~~: Council, ancl who would have been elected for three years from
;~r ~~~u~!~\~,:; the time fix eel for the first regular meeting in January last,

~~g~r,~~J>e but which meeting and election did not take place in conseif~n~lar elec- quence of the military occupation of the city, and where the
City Council has since only made temporary appointments to
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hold good until the first regular meeting in January, shall
take place at such first regular meeting in January next, for
the unexpired portion of said three years; such officers, when
elected, to give the bond, take the oath, receive the compensation and l)erform the duties, severally, now fixed by law or ordinances of the city, or by this article.
Election of of9. T hat the election of officers of the City Police shall ficers
City Potake place at the first regular meeting of Council in January lice.
next; the said Police officers then elected, to hold their offices
for three years from that time, and not from the last regular
meeting of Council in June of every third year, as heretofore:
PTovided, nothing in this ordinance contained shall be construed to interfere with any laws, ordinance, regulation or
rule authorizing any officer, eligible by the City Council, from
holding over until the election and qualification of his successor.
10. That nothina in this ordinance contained, shall be con- Offi~ersduring
b
m1htary occustrued to imply a recog·nition, by Council, of any obligation or pation not entitled to be
duty on the part of the corporation authorities to compensate paid.
or pay any officer or employee, holcling or claiming to hold
office under said authorities, during the military government
of said city, and whilst such officer was not in the actual service of said city, or in the discharge of the duties of his office.
Ordinance 1st April, 1868.

11. That hereafter no Alderman or officer of the City of No Alderman
or officer of
Savannah shall be taken or received as the surety of any officer the 9ity to be
. c1ty,
. for t h e d'ISCh arge b y sm'd offi cer or receiVed
as
or employee of smd
surety for any
.
officer or ememployee of official or contract duty, or as surety of any per- ployee.
son subject or liable to pay money or do other duty to said
city.
Ordinance 27th July, 1843.

12. The salaries of the city officers shall be paid monthly
instead of quarterly, as heretofore.

Officers' sala·
nes payable
monthly.

Ordinance 25th June, 1857.

13. Officers elected by Council, who shall be authorized to Officers' re.
.
turns every
collect the pubhc money, shall, on the Monday precedmg the two weeks.
meeting of Council, render to the Mayor in writing, a statement of all moneys received during the previous fortnight,
and shall at the same time pay over the same to the City
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Treasurer, who shall each day deposit all public moneys in
the bank selected as the depository.

found correct to have the same properly transcribed, and also
signed and certified under his own hand, and the counter signature of the Clerk of Council and seal of the city, making
proper reference to this article as his authority for so doing;
and that every such ordinance be deemed as valid and binding as though no such omission had occured.

OBSTRUCTING IN DISCHARGE OF DUTIES.

Ordinance 2d August, 1860.
Obstructing
officer; punishment.

14. Any person who shall h ereafter obstruct, hinder or resist any City Officer in the disch arge of any duty incumbent
on him under any existing or future ordinance of the city,
and when no penalty is or may be expr essed in such ordin ance for such obstruction, hindrance, or r esistance, such
person sh all be liable to fine or imprisonment, at the discretion of t he Mayor or Acting Mayor; such fine not to exceed
one hundred dollars, and such imprisonment not to exceed
ten days.
Ordinance 22d December. 1859.

15. All fees of office, which by existing ordinances are
s
)
payable to said officers respectively (except t h e c·t
1 y urveyor,
sh all be by them received, accounted for, and paid into the
city treasury, for the use of the city ; this section to take effect immediately on the election of said officers at the regular
Proviso, as to election in January next : P1·ov£clecl, nothing h erein con;f;~e:s~~rer's
tained shall be so construed as to prevent the City Council
from granting, by r esolution, to the City Treasurer, in addition to his said salary, such sum as shall be reasonable and
proper for making out the Tax Digest.
Penalty for
16. All or any failure on the part of any of said officers,
~~~~g to pay promptly to collect and pay over to the city any such fees or
other dues, and all or any want of due and proper diligence
in regard thereto, shall be deemed misconduct in office, and
shall subj ect every such officer to removal from office, in the
mode pointed out for the r emoval of city officers.

Fees paid into
the treasury.

18.

STANDING COMMITTEES OF COUNC IL.

Accounts.
Docks and Wharves.
Dry Culture.
Education.
Finance.
Fire.
Gas.
Health and Cemetery.
Jail.
Market.
Public Buildings.
Public Sales and City Lots.
Parks.
Streets and Lanes.
Pumps.
Water Works.
Ex-officio Commissioners of Water Works.
Commissioners to the Board of Public Education.*
* [This last named committee is not strictly a Standing Committee of
Council. For its appointment, see article tw enty-seven- Education.

9

Ordinance 16th August, 1860.

17. 'rhat in any instance where an ordinance may have
Certain ordinances to bel
transcribed, been duly passed but not transcribed, examined, signed, and
etc., and declared valid. certified, pursuant to the rule of Council in that "b ehalf, and
where the Mayor or Acting Mayor presiding at the time of
such passing, is now dead, it shall be lawful for his honor,
the present Mayor, to examine any such ordinance, and when

•
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19.

Style of Corporation.

Quorum.

Accounts.

RULES OF COUNCIL.

RULE I.
The style of the corporation shall be " THE MAYOR AND
ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF SAVANNAH."
RULE II.
A quorum for business shall consist of seven Aldermen and
the Mayor, or presiding Chairman, except in the months of
July, August, September, and October, when a majority of
the Aldermen in the city shall suffice.
RULE III.
All accounts against the corporation, except the pay roll of
the City Police (which shall be paid by the Treasurer upon
the order of the Mayor,) shall be left with the Clerk of
Council at least two days before the regular meeting, and
shall be registered by him. And it shall be the duty of the
Committee on Accounts to examine every account so registered, at any time bdore a regular meeting, and to report
upon each, to be approved or rejected by Council; and no
account or claim shall be laid before the board, that has not
previously been audited and examined by the committee, nor
paid until approved by Council, except the pay roll aforesaid;
and the Treasurer shall keep a correct record in a book appropriated to that purpose, of all accounts so passed, distinguishing in separate columns those paid and those unpaid.

RULES OF COUNCIL.

131

distinct regular meetings of Council, before it passes into an
ordinance, unless in case of emergency, when a bill may be
read twice by unanimous consent at the same session and
passed; and after the passage of an ordinance, the same shall
be signed by the Mayor or presiding Chairman as soon as
fairly copied, and be immediately thereafter published, and
no ,reconsideration of the minutes at the next meeting of
Council shall operate to suspend, affect or alter the provisions of said ordinance ; and on the :first reading of the
bill, the question shall be, "shall the bill be read the second
time ?" All ordinances when passed, shall be fairly and cor- Ordinances.
rectly transcribed by the Clerk of Council in a book of ordinances, and when examined by the Mayor and found correct,
shall be signed by him or the officer presiding at the time of
its passing, and countersigned by the Clerk, with th~ seal of
the city affixed.
RULE VI.
The Mayor (in his absence the Chairman) shall appoint all Appointment
· demanded by two mem- of Committees
comm1·ttees, excep t wh ere a ballot 1s
bers of Council, and shall have a vote only when the members
of Council are equally divided, unless in case of ballotin()' for
officers or committees of this Board, when he shall vote as
other members.

RULE IV.
Members
No member shall address the Chair sitting, or shall speak
speakingmore
. on th e same su b'JeC t Wl'th ou t permlsswn
. . f rom
than twice,etc. more th an t W1Ce
the Chair; nor shall any member be allowed to speak more
than ten minutes at any one time, or on. any account when
another member has not delivered his sentiments and wishes
to be heard.

RULE VII.
The Council shall meet at their chamber on Wednesday, in Meetings.
every alternate week. From April 1st to September 30th at
8 o'clock, P. M., and from October 1st to March 31st at' 71
o'clock, P. M.; and having met, no member shall abse~t him~
self without leave from the Chair; and any member absent- Absence.
ing himself without such permission, or who shall be absent
at any meeting, shall be fined in a sum not exceeding two
dollars, unless excused by the Board. Any member absenting
himself without leave for more than three months at one
time from the city, his seat shall be declared vacant, and a
new election ordered.

RULE V.
All motions shall be made in writing, and seconded before
debate, and every bill shall qe read twice, that is, once at two

RULE VIII.
Tbe Messenger shall summon the members personally, or summons.
by leaving written notices at their usual places of abode, for

M:Jtions and

Bills.

..
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every meeting, regular or extra, notifying precisely the hour
of meeting, and every such summons shall be .served by 12
o'clock, M., of the day of meeting.

·ved they shall be reported to Council by the chair.
.
.
be so recm '
mmo f M Ch committee for 1ts act10n. Each Standmg Com.
nu"ttee may, however' order any nece.ssary or urgent repairs,
not exceeding in cost the sum of one hundred dollars.

RULE IX.
Reading
Minutes.

The Clerk shall read over the minutes of the preceding
Council at the subsequent regular meeting, in order that any
clerical mistake or omission may be corrected or supplied;
but no alteration and amendments as to the substance shall
be made or entered, unless on motion for reconsideration.
RULE X.

Extra meetings.

The Mayor, or in case of his absence or sickness, the Chairman, or in case of the sickness or absence of both of these
officers, any three Aldermen, shall have the power to call
extra meetings, and any member summoned shall be subject
to the same fine in case of default, a.s for non-attendance on
regular meetings, unless excused by the Board. And it shall
be the duty of the Mayor or Chairman, as the case may be,
to call extra meetings whenever three Aldermen shall require
him in writing, so to do; b_ut no appropriation of money
shall be made except at a regular meeting of the Board.
RULE XI.

Power to expel members.

It shall be in the power of this Board to expel any of its
members for indecent or ungentlemanly conduct, whether
before Council as a member, or in his capacity as an Alderman, and two-thirds of the members present may expel such
member or members from Council.
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RULE XIV.

It shall be necessary, in all elections by Council, that a rna- Elections.
.JOl'l·ty 0 f the votes of the members present shall be obtained
before a candidate can be elected.
RULE XV ..

Every Council shall, on the day of its org~nization, elect a g~~~~~n
Chairman, on whom shall devolve all the duties of the Mayor
during the sickness or absence of that officer, _an~ wh_o shall
act accordingly until the Mayor shall resume Ius functwns.

•

of

RULE XVI.

No member of this Board shall be directly or indirectly in- :eoi~t~~e~f~f0
terested in any contract, office, or appointment, to be made in contracts.
with or derived from the Board, and which shall have annexed
to it any pecuniary advantage or emolument.
RULE XVII.

The only officers whose regular attendance will be required
during the sittings of Council, are the Treasurer, Marshal,
Corporation Attorney, Clerk, and Messenger; but all or ~ny
other officers of the city shall be bound to attend any meetmg
upon the requisition of the Mayor, in writing, or by special
resolution of Council to that effect.

Off!.cers re-

q mred to attend meetings.

RULE XVIII.
RULE XII.
Yeas and nays

Whenever any member shall require it, the yeas and nays
of the members present shall be entered on the minutes on
any question taken.
RULE XIII.

Contracts.

In all cases where committees are ordered to contract for
public work, they shall give notice in one or more of the public gazettes of the city for a period of not less than six days,
within which time bids, sealed and endorsed with the name
of the applicants and of the matter to which they relate, shall
be handed to the Clerk of Council, and when proposals shall

The doors of the Council Chamber shall, on all occasions,
. .
.
during the sittmgs of Council, be kept open, nor shall any
citizen be excluded therefrom, nor shall the doors on any occasion be closed but upon a vote of a majority of the members
present.

Doors to be
kept open.

RULE XIX.

The Messenger and all other officers, except the City Sheriff,
are required to keep their offices in the Exchange, and desks
and apparatus shall be provided for them, and the said offices
shall be attended to from 9 o'clock, A. M., to 2 o'clock P. M.,
daily, Sundays excepted.

Offices in Exchange.
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RULE XX.

same, and if he thinks it necessary, report the delinquent and
the charges to this Board. The May~r shall also have pow~r
to suspend any officer holding an appomtn~ent ~mder Council,
for any flagrant violation of duty, rendermg 1t necessary to
take such step, which suspension he shall report to Council
within forty-eight hours afterwards, by whom the said alleged offence may be inquired into.

. No ~rdinance shall contain
1~med1ately and necessarily

any subject matter which is not
connected with the subject and

t1 tle of the ordinance.
RULE XXI.
Summons for
extra meetings.

The summons for all extra meeting~ of Council shall express the cause thereof, and no business shall be brought before the Board at any extra meeting wl:lich is not set forth in
the summons.
RULE XXII.

•

• Copies of resolutions fur-

The
Clerk of Council shall furnish each comm1"ttee WI"tl1
.
copies of all resolutions relating to the concerns of said committees, which copies shall be personally served ol' left at the
d_welling of the chairman of such committee, within fortyeight hours after the passage of any resolution', or immediately thereafter, in cases of emergency.

Membbers not
t o e secunty.

No member of this Board shall be accepted as secm·ity on
the bond of an officer appointed by its authority, nor for the
fulfillment of any contracts made with Council; nor shall
any officer of Council be accepted as security on the bond of
any officer appointed under it.

~t~~~s~om-

RULE XXIII.

RULE XXIV.

~~~Bfs~nsion of

The operation of any of the Rules of this Board, (except
Rules II, XV and XVI,) may be dispensed with by the unanimous consent of the members present.
RULE XXV.

Alteration of
rules.

Any proposition to alter any of the established rules for the
government of this Board, or to make new ones, shall be offered one meeting at least previous to its discussion, and can
only thereafter be adopted by two-thirds of the members present agreeing to the same.
RULE XXVI.

Power of Mayor over officers

The Mayor shall possess a superintending power over all the
.
salaned officers of this Board, and upon any complaint against,
or for neglect of duty by said officers, he shall investigate the

20.
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ADDITIONAL RULES ADOPTED BY COUNCIL--SPECIAL
MEETING OF OCTOBER

29, 1869.

1. All bills or resolutions should originate in, and be re- Bills and reso. t e Stan a·mg comm1.t - lutJOnS.
ported to Counc1"1 , as f"rom an appropna
tee. Before being reported, they must be endorsed as legal,
under the hand of the City Attorney, and must also be endorsed Ly the chairman or acting chairman of the committee,
in the following form :
"The Committee on
beg leave to report this
original bill (or resolution), and recommend that the same do
pass."
2. All bills or resolutions referred to a committee (whether Reports of
standing or special,) must be reported back to Council, en- committees.
dorsed by the chairman or acting chairman, in the following
form:
"The Committee o n - - - - - - (or the special committee), to whom this bill (or resolution) was referred, beg leave
to report that, having bad the same under consideration, they
recommend that the same do (or do not) pass."
3. In all instances, the chairman of the committee (or a
member delegated to represent the committee,) will introduce
the bill or resolution in person, and will then hand the paper
to the Clerk for reading.
21.

RULES OF ORDER.

1. Every question of order shall be decided by the Chair Rules of order
without debate, subject to an appeal to the Board, and the
Chair may call for the sense of the Board on any question of
order. If repeated calls do not produce order, the member is
to be called by name.
2. Where the private interests of a member are concerned
in a bill or question, he is to withdraw, and when su.ch au in·
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terest has appeared, his voice has been disallowed, even after
a division.
3. No motion shall be debated or put, until the same shall
be seconded. It is then, and not till then, in possession of the
Board, and cannot be withdrawn but by leave of the Board.
4. No motion for adjournment can be made by one member while another is speaking.
5. No one speaking directly against the body of a bill or
measure, ought to be one of its committee (if referred).
6. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be
received, but to adjourn, to lie on the table, for the previous
question, to postpone to a day certain, to commit, to amend,
to postpone indefinitely; which several motions shall have
precedence in the order they stand arranged, and the motion
for adjournment shall always be in order, and be decided without debate.
7. When a proposition is moved which is useless or inexpedient, the previous question is introduced for suppressing
for that time the motion and its discussion, in which case the
main question is to be put i~mediately, without any further
debate, and in the form in which it then exists. But, as the
previous question gets rid of it only for that day and it may
recur again, if it is desired to suppress entirely, the motion
should be to postpone indefinitely.
8. When a proper motion is made, but information wanted, the motion is to postpone to a day.
9. When matter claiming present attention, but which
it is desired to reserve for a more suitable occasion, the order
is to "lie on the table;" it may then be called for at any time.
If the proposition or matter need further consideration, "refer
to a committee;" but if it n eed but a few and simple amendments, proceed to consider and amend at once.
10. On motion to amend a bill, any one may move to commit it, and the question for commitment shall be first put.
.An amendment to an amendment is admitted, but to amend
an amendment to an amendment, not.
11. On an amendment being moved, a member who has
spoken to the main question may speak again to the amendment.
12. The question is to be put first on the affirmative and
then on the negative side, After the affirmative part of the
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question has been put, any member who oos not spoken before
to the question, may rise and speak before the negative be put,
because it is no full question till the negative part be put.
13. But in small matters, the Ohair most commonly supposes the consent to be given when no objection is expr essed,
and does not give the trouble of putting the question formally.
14. When a question has been moved and seconded, and
been put by the Ohair in the affirmative and negative, it becomes a full question, and cannot be debated afterwards, unless 1mder motion for reconsideration.
15. When a question has been once made and carried in
the affirmative or negative, it shall be in order for any member of the majority to move for the reconsideration thereof~
but no motion for the reconsideration of any vote shall be in
order after a bill, resolution, amendment, or motion, upon
which the vote was taken, shall have gone out of the possession of the Board.
16. A member having spoken as often as the rules allow,
may be permitted to speak again to clear a matter of fact, or
merely to explain himself in some material part of his speech,
or to the manner or words of the question, keeping himself
to that only, and not going into the merits of it, and not falling mto the matter itself.
17. The consequences of a measure may be reprobated in
strong terms, but to arraign the motives of those who propose
to advocate it, is a personality, and against order.
18. In filling blanks, the largest sum and longest time shall
be first put.
.Adopted in Council October 17th, 1870.
22.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.

1. Reading of the Minutes.
2. Information and Fine Docket.
3. Reports of Committees .
4. Ordinances.
5. Petitions and .Applications.
6. Elections.
7. Resolutions.
8. Miscellaneous Matter.

Order of busi-

ness.

138

CITY OFFICERS.

CLERK OF COUNCIL.
ORDINANCES.
1. Office of Clerk of Council in 5. On failure to deposit bonds for
the Exchange ; shall keep true
record, shall be dismissed from
copies of proceedings and ordioffice or otherwise punished.
. 6. Clerk to give bond .
nances.
2. Shall furnish to City Printers 7. Clerk to furnish minutes to City
in one week after their passage
Printer in forty-eight hours.
copies of all ordinances passed 8. Iron safe.
by Council. Fine Docket.
9. No removal of documents, re3. Fees.
cords, etc.
4. Bonds of certain officers_to ~ be 10. Annual report of city records.
recorded in office of the Clerk 11. Synopsis of other duties.
of Superior Court.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 2d August, 1839.
Clerk of Coun-

~ic~~nc:e~
g~y~~~. to 2

Duty.

Fine Docket.

1. The Clerk of Council or City Clerk shall keep an office
in the Exchange, which office he shall attend from nine
o'clock, A.M. to two o'clock, P. M. (Sundays excepted,) and to
which all persons having business with him in the line of
his duty may repair, and in addition to the duties which are
prescribed by the various ordinances which are now in force
or which may hereafter be ordained, it shall be the duty of
the said Clerk to receive all applications and petitions, and to
lay the same before the Mayor or Acting Mayor, if immediate
necessity require, or the City Council at the next regular
meeting thereof. And he shall keep true and fair copies of
the proceedings of said Council, aud of all ordinances passed
by them, which shall be registered and remain of record in .
books to be kept for that purpose.
2. He shall also furnish to the city printers copies of every
ordinance passed by Council within one week after the final
passage thereof, and he shall keep a docket, wherein shall be
inserted the names of persons fined, offences, amount of fine,
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when inflicted, and retmns of Marshal thereon, to be laid
before Council at each regular meeting. And the said Clerk 5g~~l\~d
shall attend the Council at all regular and extra meetings
thereof, and he shall also attend the Mayor, Chairman or any
of the Aldermen when any business shall require his attendance; and he shall also record within a month after each Records.
meeting, in a proper full bound book, the minutes of Council,
and index the same.
3. The following fees of office to be paid by the individual Fees.
requiring the service, or liable for the same, viz :
Preparing testimonial, one dollar, countersigning the same,
fifty cents. For attendance on the Mayor, by application of
any person on private business, fifty cents. For every certificate or any extract of the City Council, for any person not a
member, fifty cents. Affixing seal to any paper or order from
the Mayor, (warrants and executions excepted) seventy-five
cents. For every search, twenty-five cents. For reading a
lJetition, fifty cents. For an order on that petition, fifty
cents. For every bond, fifty cents. For taking deposition in
writing, fifty cents. For drawing a summons, warrant, or execution, fifty cents. For swearing a witness in Council or
Police Court, twenty-five cents. For a recognizance, seventyfive cents. For drawing every deed or lease, two dollars and
fifty ·cents. And for every license as prescribed by the ordinances regulating licenses for retailing spirituous liquors,
three dollars and twenty-five cents.
Ordinance 19th December, 1860.

4. The Clerk of Council shall cause to be recorded in the Bonds
of certam officers to
office of the Clerk of the Superior Court of Chatham County, be
recnrded in
office of Clerk
the bonds hereafter taken of the following officers, to wit: of Superior
Court.
The Clerk of Council, the City Treasurer, the Marshal, the
Jail or, Clerk of the Market, Harbor Master, Clerk and Sheriff
of the City Court.
5· Any Clerk of Council who shall fail to deposit with the fmlure
P~nalty for
to deClerk of the Superior Court for record, any of the above posit bonds.
named bonds for the space of five days after said bond shall
have been executed, the Mayor shall report the fact to Council, when he shall be removed from office or otherwise punished in the discretion of Council.
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Catholic Cemeteries, and to record the same; to notify Council of the neglects of such sextons, undertakers, and keepers,
also to receive from the head of any family or keeper of a
public or private boarding house, or the keeper of any other
house, hospital or place who employs no undertaker or sexton,
a report of all dead bodies removed from his or her residence,
for burial in any other than Laurel Grove Cemetery, such report to be made in twenty-four hours after such burial, under
penalty of $30.
To receive, register, and send to the Committee on Accounts, City Accounts.
all bills against the city, when properly certified and handed
in, at least two days before each regular meeting of Council,
after such bills have been examined by said committee, to lay
the same before Council, and after their passage by Council to
band them to the City Treasurer for payment.
To receive the dry culture contracts, and keep them among Dry Culture.
the city records, after they have been recorded by the Clerk of
the Superior Court of the County.
To receive all informations against persons violating the Informations.
ordinances, and place the same before the Police Court; to
issue subpamas for informers and witnesses to attend Police
Court or Council.
To receive all applications for license, and place the same Licenses.
before the Mayor, issue licenses for measurers and inspectors of
lumber, inspectors and gaugers of liquor, weighers of cotton,
tobacco, rice, and bay, and receive his fee of $1 for each
license. To issue licenses for retailers of spirituous liquors,
etc., and to endorse on such license the place of removal when
they change their place of business. To issue license certificates for persons selling from vessels or wharves, and for peddlers. To issue licenses of all descriptions as required by ordinance.
To make out, attest and record the titles to purchasers of
"t 1
Lots.
CI y ots-make out and attest the titles for half, third, etc.
lots, whenever the same are granted by Council.
'l'o receive all applications for office and proposals, and lay Officers.
the same before Council; to swear in all officers elected, and
aU ?erson~ appointed on the police and watch, and giv.e them
thm~· certificates upon receiving his fees of ,r:ffice, and to advertise all elections.

Ordinance lOth August, 1864.
Clerk to give

bond.

6. The Clerk of Council shall be required to give a bond
in the penal sum of ten thousand dollars, with two or more
good and sufficient securities to be approved of by Council,
or the Mayor, to the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah for the faithful discharge of the duties of his office.
Ordinance 24th March, 1853.

To furnish
minutes.
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7. It shall be the duty of the Clerk of Council to furnish
the City Printer or Printers, a copy of proceedings of Council,
within forty-eight hours after the adjournment of the meetings of the City Council.
Ordinance 3d September, 1857.

8. It shall be the duty of the Clerk of Council, so soon as
an irollf safe shall have been placed in his office for that purRecords.
pose, to deposit therein all the books of l'ninutes, records of
ordinances and other valuable documents of the City of Savannah, now entrusted to his care.
No removal of
9. While said books of minutes, records of ordinances, and
documents,
records, etc.
oth er valuable documents shall be always free and open to the
inspection of each and every citizen, it shall not be lawful for
any person, whether an officer of the city or otherwise, to remove from the Clerk of Council's office any of said books of
minutes, records of ordinances, or other vaiuable docum•ents,
Penalty, $50. and every person so offending, by removing any of the same,
shall be fined the sum of fifty dollars, and the Clerk of Council shall be liable to the same fine for permitting them so to
,
be removed.
Annual report
10. It shall be the duty of the Clerk of Council to report
ofdCity Rec- in writing· a list of the book of minutes, records of ordinanor s, etc.
ces, and other valuable documents deposited in said iron safe,
and their condition annually hereafter on the first meeting in
January, if so required by the Mayor.
Bonds.
11. To attest all bonds issued by the city, and to give
bond in the penal sum of $10,000 for the faithful performance
of his duties.
To make out and record the titles to lots in Laurel Grove
Cemeteries.
Cemetery, and receive a fee of $1 for each title. To receive
monthly transcripts of records of deaths, from sextons and
undertakers, and from the Keepers of Laurel Grove and

Iron Safe.

•
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To receive all applications for licenses, etc., and place the
same before the Mayor; and all communications and petitions, and place the same before Council.
Police Court,
To attend Police Court, record the proceedings and submit
the same to Council at every regular meeting; make out appeal bonds and issue executions for unpaid fines, when such
fines are confirmed by Council.
Rafts.
To issue executions against persons mooring rafts contrary
to ordinance, when the fines are not paid within twelve
hours.
To register the names of voters at city elections, and pubRegistry of
Voters.
lish the same as required by law.
To make returns every two weeks of all public moneys reReturns.
ceived by him, and such other duties as are now or may hereafter be imposed by ordinance.

Petitions.

CLERK OF THE MARKET.
ORDINANCES.
1. Duty oftbe Clerk of the Market
to close the market.
2. Three stalls reserved for planters, who shall pay double fees.
3. Election of Clerk of the Market..
Bond and oath.
4. Council authorized to remo ve
Clerk for neglect or misconduct.
5. Clerk to receive fees and pay
over to the Treasurer.
6. Clerk shall attend Market, close
the same, keep the stalls and
market clean, and keep two or
more scales and weights.
7. Duty when persons refuse to pay
fees.
•

8. Neglect of duty, penalty $30.
9. Duty of butchers to carry the
hide and head of each animal
slaughtered to Clerk, who shall
enter the same in a book.
10. Clerk to examme weights and
measures and destroy false ones.
11. Clerk annually to examine
weights and measures, and to
place on the information docket
every person using false weights
and measures.
12. Clerk to regulate fees for sale of
fish and shell-fish.
13. Clerk to be inspector of weights
and measures and receive fees.

CLERK OF THE M.A.RKET.
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ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 22d July, 1839.

A Clerk shall be appointed by Council, whose cluty it shall Duty of Clerk
be to close the market precisely at ten o'clock in the morning,~~ ~f~s:rt~:et
from the first day of November in every year, to the first day market.
of April following; and from the first day of April to the first
day of November at nine o'clock in the morning, except on
Saturdays, when the market shall continue open until nine
o'clock at night, from the first day of April until the first day
of October, and from the first day of October tmtil the first
of April, until eight o'clock at night, and the closing of the
market shall be announced by the ringing of the market bell.
2. The Market Committee, or a majority of them shall se- Stallsre~erved
for planters,
lect and reserve three of the stalls for the use and accommoda- etc.
tion of the planters and persons from the country who bring
or send their stock or produce to market, and who shall pay
into the hands of the Clerk double the fees hereinafter enumerated on all articles brought and exposed for sale in the
said stalls.
3. A Clerk of the Market shall be appointed by the Mayor Election of
and Aldermen in Council assembled, at their first regular meet- Clerk.
ing after the first day of January, of each and every year, or
if not then appointed, at any other subsequent regular meeting, who shall hold his office or appointment '!mtil he be regularly re-appointed or a successor duly appointed or qualified.
The said Clerk shall give bond with good and sufficient se- Bond, $1,ooo.
curity to the Mayor and Aldermen, in the sum of one thousand dollars, to account for all moneys received by him as Clerk
as aforesaid, and faithfully to do and perform all the duties
required of him by ordinance regulating his duties, and before
entering on the duties of his office or appointment, he shall
take before the Mayor, Chairman of Council, or any Alderman, the following oath or affirmation:
"I, A. B., do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) oath.
that I will well, and truly, and faithfully discharge all the duties imposed on me as Clerk of the Market of the City of Savannah, by any of the ordinances of the city, and that I will
faithfully, justly and fairly account for all moneys collected
and received by me as Clerk, as aforesaid, under the ordinance
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or ordinances now in force, or which may be hereafter passed;
so help me God."
After which he shall receive a certificate from the Mayor,
under the seal of the city, stating that he is duly appointed
and qualified Clerk of the Market.
council au4. In case of neglect or misconduct of the Clerk of the
thorized
tore- Market, on due comp1ain
· t rnad e th ereo
· f, Counci'1 IS
· h ere
· by
move
Clerk
~sg;~i~Jt~r authorized to remove the said Clerk, and Council is further
authorized and empowered, in case of the death, resignation,
or r~moval of the said Clerk, to appoint at any regular or special meeting thereafter, a successor who shall be invested with
all the power, authority and immunities of a Clerk of the
Market.
Clerktocollect
5. The said Clerk is authorized and he is hereby required
!~:ear~ 3f&, to collect and receive from the owner or seller of any meat,
Treasurer; etc. victuals, provision, or any other articles of food, brought to
the market for sale, and for weighing in the public scales, the
fees respectively prescribed in Article 41 of this Code, entitled
"Market," and he shall perform all the other duties required
of him in said article.
6. The Clerk of the Market shall attend the same regularCleaning market, keeping ly from daylight, and close the same at the time and hours
scales, etc.
hereinbefore directed. He shall sweep clean, or cause to be
swept clean the said Market every day in the year, and also
such space of gfbund as shall be marked out and fixed by the
Market Committee as connected with the same, and shall likewise clean or cause to be cleaned, all the stalls for large and
small meat, vegetables, fish, or other articles. He shall keep
two or more scales and weights for the convenience of weighing butter and other small articles.
7· When any seller of meat or other articles of provisions
P ersons ref using to pay fees charged by this ordinance, shall refuse to pay the sum required under the same, the Clerk is hereby authorized to levy upon
and retain such meat or other articles, until such charge be
paid, or until one or more of the Market Committee order the
release thereof. And if the said ch~rge be not .pai~l before \ee
closing of the market, and the article or the articles remam
in the possession of the Clerk, the same shall be disposed of
as may be directed by the member of the Market Committee
present, or in his or their absence, as the Clerk may see fit.
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And if any person or persons shall oppose, obstruct, insult or ~;g:f~~f~~
abuse the Clerk of the Market in the execution of his office or Clerk.
duty, such person or persons shall be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars.
8. If the Clerk of the Market shall neglect any of the du- Penalty on
.
Clerk neglectties required of him by this or any future ordmance, he shall ing his duties.
be liable to a fine not exceeding thirty dollars, and according
to the nature of the charge brought against him, to removal
from office by Council, as already provided.
9. Every butcher or person killing an ox, cow, heifer, or Clerk to enter
.
ear-marks, etc.
grown neat cattle, and exposing the same for sale withm the
city, shall take the hide and head of each animal slaughtered,
attached to each other and not severed, and the said head, with
the ears and horns on of every such animal, he shall carry to
the market and show the Clerk, whose business it shall be to
keep a book for that purpose, where he shall regularly enter the
ear and horn marks (if any) of such animals, with the day of
the month the same was brought to market, and the book shall
be kept open at all times during market hours, for the purpose
of inspection of every person, under forfeiture of a sum not Penalty.
exceeding thirty dollars for every neglect of any butcher or
other person bringing the same, and for the neglect of the
Clerk in not taking the marks, or for his entering improper or
false brands and marks, he shall suffer the like penalty.
10. The Clerk of the Market is hereby authorized andre- !Jlerktoexam.
. m
. t o th e WBig
. htsan d me
weights ·
quired, from time to time,
to examme
and measures.
measures of all and every person or persons buying or selling
in the market.
Ordinance 24th March, 1842.

11. It shall not be lawful for any person to purchase or sell Clerk an~ually
to examme
by any other weights or measures than those adjusted and :weights and
·
. measures, etc.
made to conform to the standard prescribed by law; and It
shall be the duty of the Clerk of the Market, under the direction and superintendence of at least one member of the Market Committee, annually between the first day of October and
the first day of December, and at any other time or times, to
examine and compare the weights and measures used in the
market, and to cause every IJerson using false weights or
measures to be put upon the information docket, who upon
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conviction shall be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars
for each offence.
Ordinance 27th November, 1856.

12. The Clerk, with the consent of the Market Committee,
~~1: ~~eJs~~nd shall regulate the fees to be paid for the sale of fish and shellshell fish.
fish.
Clerk to regu-

Ordinance 22d December, 1856.

13. The Clerk of the Market shall be the Inspector of
Weirrhts and Measures, and shnJl perform all the duties and
measures, etc. receive all the fees prescribed in and by ordinance in that behalf.
[Ordinance of 16th March, 1870, and other ordinances, recognize an Assistant Clerk of the Market; but he is not elected by Council, his appointment being temporaJ.·.v, under selection by the Clerk of the Market, with the approval of the
Market Committee and the Mayor.]

Clerk to be in-

:e1~~~~d
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of his office, to be approved by the Mayor, and shall also be
sworn faithfully to perform such duties.
2. He shall receive a salary at the rate of one hundred dol- His salary.
lars per month.
3. The Commissioner of Streets and r~anes shall have the His duties.
supervision of all street work under the direction of the Street
and Lane Committee and the City Surveyor; shall keep the
time of the men, make out their pay-roll, shall be responsible
for the efficient working of the men themselves, and shall see
that the work is thoroughly done as laid out by the City Surveyor, under the direction of the Street and Lane Committee.

CORPORATION ATTORNEY.
ORDINANCES.

COMMISSIONER OF STREETS AND LANES.
ORDINANCE.
1. Office of Commissioner of Streets 12. His salary.
and Lanes created.
3. His duties.

ORDINANCE.
Ordinance 20th July, 1870.

That the office of Commissioner of Streets and Lanes
· of Savannah , 18
· 11e1e
· b y crea
· t ec,
l an d that the IJerfor the C1ty
Lanes created. son to fill said office shall be elected by Council at their first
regular meeting in August next, 18'10, and shall, u~les~ sooner
removed, hold his office until the first regt1lar meetmg m January next, when, and annually thereafter, there shall be a new
election. Such officer shall give bond and secunty in the sum
of five thousand dollars, for the faithful discharge of the duties

Office of commissioner
Streets andof

1.

1. Election of Corporation Attor- 5. Questions on which advice is deney.
sired shall be submitted only by
2. To hold his office until the first
the Mayor or an Alderman.
regular meeting in January, 1859, 6. Report by Corporation Attorney
and then Council to elect for
shall come up in the order of rethree years.
ports from committees.
3. Vacancies, how filled.
7. Salary $ 1,800 per annum, pay4. Duty of Corporation Attorney to
able monthly.
attend all regular, and also extra
and informal meetings, when requested by the Mayor.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 24th July, 1856.

1. Council shall, at the first regular meeting in August corporation
next, elect by ballot, a Corporation Attorney, whose duty it te~.orneyelec
shall be to represent the city in all cases brought by or against Duties.
the city in any of the Courts of Law or Equity, to give his legal opinion upon any subject connected with the interests of
the city, whenever desired by the Mayor or either of the Aldm·men, to revise any ordinance submitted to him, to attend

\
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the meetings ·of Council upon the trial of appeal cases whenever so requested in writing by the Mayor or two Aldermen
(see section 4, below), and generally to be the legal adviser,
counsellor and advocate of the corporation of the City of Savannah.
Elected every
2. The officer so elected as Corporation Attorney under
three years.
the provisions of section 1st, shall hold the said office until the
first regular meeting of Council in January, eighteen hundred
and fifty-nine, and that Council shall, at said first regular
meeting in January, 1859, and every three years thereafter,
elect by ballot a Corporation Attorney, who shall hold his office for three years.
Vacancies,
3. Should a vacancy occur in the office of Corporation Athow filled.
torney, by death, resignation, or otherwise, the said Mayor and
Aldermen shall fill the vacancy in the same manner as is prescribed for other city officers.
Ordinance 23d January, 1867.

4. That hereafter it shall be the duty of the Corporation
Attorney to attend all the regular meetings of Council, and
h
also all extra and informal meetings when requested by t e
Mayor so to do.
Opinions of
5. That in all questions on which the opinion or advice of
Attorney, how
.
·
·
h 11
obtained.
the Oorporat10n Attorney may be desired, such quest10ns s a
be submitted only by the Mayor or an Alderman.
Attorney to
6. That whenever a matter may be submitted to said Oor~~~~~na~uch poration Attorney for his report to Council, such reference
~a~d~~in his shall come up for report in the order of reports by committees
of Council; besides which it shall be the right of said Corporation Attorney, in the proper order of business, to make such
· reports of business of the city in his hands, or other matters
of interest to the corporation as to said Corporation Attorney
may be deemed proper.
SaJ&-y.
7. That the salary of said Corporation Attorney shall be
at the rate of eighteen hundred dollars per annum, payable
in monthly instalments.
Dutytoattend
both regular
andinformal
meetings of
Council.
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DISPENSARY OFFICER.
ORDINANCES.
1. Election of Dispensary Officer. 6. Dispensary officer not to vend
Bond and Salary.
any medicines or supply with
2. Duty of City Treasurer.
medicine any but the sick poor of
3. Mayor and Chairman Health
Savannah.
Committee to purchase medicines 7. Rules for the government of City
and adopt rules.
Dispensary.
4. Penalty for violating rules.
5. Penalty for obtaining medicines
by misrepresentations.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 25th November, 1858.

1. A Dispensary Officer shall be elected annually, who shall Dispensary.
take tha oath prescribed for city officers, give bond in the sum Bond, $2,000.
of two thousand dollars, receive the annual salary of twelve ~~~la: $l,200.
hundred dollars, payable monthly, and supply the sick poor
of the City of Savannah with such medicines as shall be furnished to him by the Mayor and Chairman of the Health and
Cemetery Committee, at the times and in the manner prescribed by the rules to be adopted by them.
2. That it shall be the duty of the City Treasurer to pay Treasurer to
UI;J.to the Mayor and Chairman of the Health and Cemetery g:ls!~Y"igre
Oommittee, such sum or sums of money as they may deem medicines.
requisite for the purpose of furnishing the Dispensary Officer
with medicines.
3. · That it shall be the duty of the Mayor and Chairman Mayor and
.
Chair'n Health
of th e H ealth and Cemetery Committee to purchase and sup- com. to pur'Offi cer WI'th sueh me d'wmes
·
medi.
pl y th e D ISpensary
as th ey may chase
cines and
deem requisite; to adopt such rules for the government of the adopt rules.
Dispensary Officer as they may deem ~·oper, and to supervise
the acts and doings of said officer.
4. That in case the Dispensary Officer or any other person P~nalty for
shall violate the rules to be prescribed by the Mayor and Ohair- vwlatmg rules
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man of the Health and Cemetery Committee, he, she or they,
upon conviction thereof before the Police Court, shall' be fined
in a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars; one-half of such
fine to be paid to the informer; and the Dispensary Officer
may, by Council, be dismissed from office.

conduct toward patients will not be tolerated. Physicians are
requested to report to the Mayor an_d the Chairman of the
Health and Cemetery Committee, any want of attention to
patients, or dereliction of duty on the part of the Dispensary
Officer. Such reports to be made in writing and addressed as
above.
4. The Dispensary Officer will see that none but pure and
genuine medicines and preparations are issued.
5. In all cases, medicines will be issued upon a proper prescription or voucher, and the same shall be numbered and filed,
and on the first day of each quarter transmitted to the Mayor's office for reference and examination ; the periods for transmitting prescriptions as before stated, shall be on the first clays
of January, April, July and October in each and every year.
In no case will a prescription be repeated (except in cases fo
great emergency), unless a written order or prescription be
furnished, which order or prescription shall be filed and numbered in its regular order. Patients should always, if practicable, furnish their own vials or bottles.
6. The utmost economy must be exercised in dispensing
and manufacturing medicines or preparations, but in no case
shall that principle be carried so far as to impair the virtues
or efficacy of any }Jreparation, which shall always be of the
standard laid clown by the United States Pharmacopreia. At
any time that medicines shall become damaged or inert from
any cause, they must be set aside at once, and will be destroyed by direction of the Mayor and Chairman of the Health and
Cemetery Committee.
7. In cases where the Dispensary Officer has just cause to
suppose that patients are able to pay for their medicines, he
shall at once inform the attending physician, whom it is expected will not tolerate the abuse.
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Ordinance 29th Jnne, 1854.
Penalty for
obtaining
medicine by
miRrepresentation.

5. If any person shall, by misrepresentation, obtain medicine at the public expense, when able to }Jay for the same, he
or she shall, on conviction before t!.te Police Court, be fined in
a sum not less than five nor more than twenty dollars for each
offence-one half of said fine to go to the informer, the other
h alf into the city treasury.
Ordinance 2d September, 1868.

Dffiispensarty
0 cer no to
y~ndanymedwmes or supply with medicme any but
the sick noor
of Savannah.

Rules for Dispensary.

6. That it shall not hereafter be lawful for such Dispensary Officer, under pain of immediate forfeiture of his office, to
vend any medicines or to supply with medicine any but the
.
.
siCk poor of the C1ty of Savannah, under such rules and regul at'1ons as now ex1.s~L or may h ereaft· er b e mace
l un d er or di nance
or ordinances of said city; and in any and every case where
such Dispensary Officer shall have just cause to suppose that
a patient is able to pay for medicine, said Dispensary Officer shall furnish such medicine, but within twenty-four h ours
thereafter he shall report the facts to the attending physician,
and also to the Mayor.

7.

~ RULl:S FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF CITY DISPENSARY.

I

1. It shall be the duty of the Dispensary Officer to supply
medicines to the indigent poor of the city, upon the prescription of a regular graduate of any respectable college (medical),
which prescription shall set forth the name of the patient, with
the statement that he or she is totally unable to pay for said
medicine.
2. The City Dispensary (located on the corner of State and
Whitaker streets) shall be designated by a }Jroper sign, and
be kept open clay and night, the same hours that are usually
observed by the retail drug stores of the city. In cases .of
emergency, he shall supply the medicines required at night.
3. In all cases the medicines shall be dispensed without
any unnecessary delay to the patient, and rude and indecorous

ACCOUNTS.

1. All requisitions for medical supplies must be made in
duplicate (as per Form A), and the articles given their proper
nomenclature, and in alphabetical order (the form of the U.
S. Army to be used), with the certificate attached, that such
supplies are absolutely necessary. One copy of said requisition
shall be filed in the Mayor's office, and the duplicate approved
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and filed by the officer in charge of dispensary. In calling
for supplies, discretion must be used so as not to obtain an
overstock, as by constant repetitions the stock on hand can
be kept fresh and pure.
2. Prescriptions must be neatly numbered and filed, and
forwarded to the Mayor's office, together with a statement of
the number dispensed, and also a complete account of stock
on h and (as per Rule No.5), on the first days of January,
April, July and October, so that the same may be examined
and recorded.
3. The Dispensary Officer shall, at all times, furnish such
information and vouchers in relation to the auditing of his
accounts, as the Mayor or Chairman of the Health and Cemetery Committee may direct.
4. These rules are to go into effect immediately.
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properly belong to the Commissioners of Pilotage, the Harbor
Master, or the Port Wardens. It shall be the duty of said
Harbor Inspector to make a monthly report, in writing, to the
Mayor, of the condition of said docks and wharves, and of all
other matters connected therewith, and with the navigation
of the river, as to said Harbor Inspector may ~em of public
importance; said Harbor Inspector shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of his duties, and shall give bond and security to
be approved by the Mayor, and shall receive a salary for his Salary.
services, at the rate of twelve hundred dollars per annum.

HARBOR MASTER.
ORDINANCES.

HARBOR INSPECTOR.
ORDINANCE.
1. Office of Harbor Inspector created.

Duties.

Salary.

ORDINANCE.
Ordinance 5th January, 1870.
Office of Har1. That from and immediately after the passing of this arbor Inspector d'
created.
mance, and at the first regular meeting of Council in Janu-

ary, annually thereafter, Council shall elect an officer who shall
be known as Harbor Inspector for the port and harbor of SaDuties of Har- vannah, and whose duty it shall be to inspect the docks and
bor Inspector. wharves in the City of Savannah, report any violation of ordinance, in regard to the same, to the Committee on Docks and
Wharves; to report to the Commissioners of Pilotage all violations of ordinance or State law in regard to the navigation
of the river and the obstructing of the same; and generally to
perform all such duties in reference to said river as do not

1. Harbor Master elected.
His 6. On failure to pay fees, Harbor
Master shall report to the Treas·
duties.
urer. etc.
2. Copy of Rules to be delivered
7. Harbor fees.
masters, etc., of vessels.
3. Harbor Master to file with the 8. Fees to be paid within forty·
eight hours or doubled.
City Treasurer a report every
two weeks of fees received, and 9. Harbor Master's Rules.
to pay over the · same to the 10. Commissioners of Pilotage authorized to make rules and regu·
Treasurer.
lations for government of Har·
4. Harbor Master shall give bond.
bor Master.
5. Fees of .)larbor Master.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 2d August, 1839.

1. The Harbor Master shall be elected on the first Monday Harbor Master
in January annually, and it shall be the duty of the said Har- ~~:!~~~.print
bor Master, (in addition to any duties which may be prescrib- i~!e~o~t~·· of
ed by any of the ordinances of the city which are now of force,
or which may hereafter be ordained,) to have printed the rules
and regulations which he may deem proper to be established
for the government of pilots and masters of vessels, in the
port of Savannah, and cause the same to be published in such
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manner as will give the most general information to those interested: P1·ovicled, that nothing shall be contained in these
rules in opposition to the laws of the State or the ordinances
of the city: And p1·oviclecl, that the said rules, so established
by the Harbor Master, shall first h ave been submitted to and
approved by tlte Board of Commissioners of ~ilotag_e for the
port of Savannah, and h ave been signed by then chan~man or
$100 fine for
secretary· and if any person shall violate any of the sa1d reguviolating
Har- lations, when
'
bor Master's
they shall have b een so es t abl'l Sh ed, h e or sh e
rules.
shall be fined i~ sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, one
moiety of which shall be paid to the Commissioners of Pilotage and the other moiety to the City Treasurer..
.
Copy of rules
2. And the said Harbor Master shall be ent1tled to recewe
~g~~~;.;!.;_e~ec~ the fees prescribed in this article, from each and every master,
of vessels.
or owner or consignee of every vessel arriving in the port of
Savannal1 aforesaid; to the master or commander of which
vessel he shall deliver a copy of the regulations of the port.
Ordinance 16th October, 1845.

3. In addition to the duties already attached to the office
~~t~1;~i~~u~~~ of Harbor Master, said officer sh all henceforth be required to
~~~P~~~;;g? file in the office of the Treasurer of the city, on the Monday
fees received. preceding the meeting of Council, a f~lll anc~ formal rep_ort,
made up to the last day of the month 1mmechately precediDg,
of all the fees which he shall have received, or which shall be
due to him by virtue of his office, specifying the names of the
vessels and the charges against each, and to pay over to the
Treasurer at the time of filing such report, the entire amount
received by him as exhibited in such report; and for failure to
comply with these requirements, he shall be subject to a fine,
or dismissal, in the discretion of Council.
Bond, $2,000.
4. The Harbor Master, before entering on th e performance
of his duties, shall execute a bond to the corporation, with two
sureties to be approved by Council or the Mayor, in the sum
of two thousancl dollars, conditioned for the faithful performance of the duties of his office.
Harbor Master

155

HARBOR MASTER.
HARBOR MASTER'S FEES.

Ordinance 5th March, 1857.

5. The following shall be the Harbor Master's fees in the Fees of Har.
bor Maste1·.
cases heremafter named :
.
For each ship, barqt~, tern and steamer arriving from foreign ports, the sum of twenty dollars.
For each brig and other vessel not above named, arriving
from foreign ports, the sum of fifteen dollars.
For each ship, barque, tern and steamer, except as hereinafter nmped, arriving from any port in the United States, the
sum of seven dollars and fifty cents.
For each brig and other vessel not above named, arriving
from any port in the United States, the sum of six dollars.
For each steam tug, the sum of fifteen dollars per annum,
payable quarterly.
For each pilot boat and lighter, the sum of sL· dollars, payable quarterly.
For each steamer and other vessel engaged in inland navigation, or regularly arriving at this port oftener than once a
week, the sum of fifteen dollars per annum, payable quarterly.
6. On failure to pay any of the said fees, the Harbor l'\fas- pay
On failure to
fees Harter shall report the same to the City Treasurer, who shall bor
Master to
report to the
forthwith issue execution against the ship or other vessel and Treasurer, etc.
place the same in the hands of the City Marshal for collection.
HARBOR FEES.

Ordinance 19th February, 1868.

7. That hereafter the Harbor Fees of the port of Savan- Harbor fees.
nah shall be as follows;
On all vessels of the United States, except as hereinafter
excepted, and on all foreign vessels entering on the same
terms as vessels of the United States, one cent and a half per
ton according to the tonnage as shown in the vessel's register
or other papers; such fees to be paid every voyage.
On all foreign vessels not entering upon the same terms as
vessels of the United States, three cents per ton, payable every
voyage.
On ocean steamers of the United States plying regularly to
this port, seven dollars and fifty cents, payable every voyage.

•
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On steamers and other vessels running regularly between
any port or potts of South Carolina or Florida and this port,
fifteen dollars per annum, payable quarterly; and the like sum
of fifteen dollars per annum, payable quarterly, on every steam
tug, steamer, or other vessel engaged i14 inland navigation.
On pilot boats and bghters, the sum of six dollars per annum, payable quarterly.
Fees.tobepaid
8. That whenever any of said fees are or shall be payable
Withinhours
forty· sha11 be pm'd w1t
· h llllOI
· .1' ·ty-e1g
· ·ht h ours
eight
or for the voyage, th e same
doubled.
.
f
th
l
d
'f
t
'd
th
. ene vesse ; an 1 no pa1 on e pres
after the arnval o
tation of the bill within said forty-eight hours, the fees shall
be doubled and execution shall issue accordingly.
Commission9. Power is hereby given to the Commissioners of Piloters of Pilotsge
· l es
authorized
to age for the B ar of T yb ee an d R'1ver Sa"Vanna11, t o mak e ru
~~k:e~~e:_ and regulations for the government of the Harbor Master of
~~~n~~~~ ~~v- Savannah, subject to the approval, revision and control of the
:~r~f~. Mas- City Council of Savannah. And that, upon the adoption of
' '
such rules and regulations and their approval by Council, the
same shall be the rules and regulations for the government of
said Harbor Master, under the direction of said Commissioners of Pilotage, subject to revision and control by said City
Council. And p1·ovided, f~wther, that nothing in this ordinance contained, shall be construed to prevent the Mayor, in
the Police Court, or the Mayor and Aldermen in Council assembled, from inflicting such fines and penalties on the said
Harbor Master for official delinquencies, as mn,y be authorized
by law or ordinance, or to prevent the Mayor from exercising
the control of said Harbor Master in respect to suspension from
office or otherwise, as said Mayor may exercise over other city
officers, or to prevent the City Council from at any time modifying, changing or repealing this ordinance.
Harbor Master's Rules.

10.

HARBOR MASTER'S RULES, CONFIRMED BY THE CITY
COUNCIL, FEBRUARY

19, 1869.

1. Every pilot, when he has brought any ship or vessel to
anchor, is required to moor auch ship or vessel, or to give proper directions for the mooring of the same, and for her safe
riding at such mooring. He shall, also, make known to the
captain of such vessel the laws requiring lights on board, as

•
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well as inform him of his duty ta report his arrival at the
Harbor Master's office, within four hours of the same.
2. Pilots are directed to II).Oor all vessels which sto_p at Five
Fathom to lighten or discharge, as near the south shore as may
be safe, that an open passage may be left to the northward for
vessels to pass and repass.
3. No vessel shall discharge or load any of her cargo in the
river opposite the city, except at the wharves, under a penalty
of four hundred dollars. No n,nchor is allowed in the river
when the vessel is made fast to the wharf.
4. All masters of vessels, as soon as they come to anchor,
shall rig in their jib-boom and main-boom; and all vessels top
their lower and top-sail yards, take in their bomkins and davits, lay their sprit-sail yards fore and aft, rig in their martingale, take in all boom irons, and cockbill their anchors. These
regulations must be observed whil ~ lying at the wharf, or at
anchor in any part of the river, under a penalty of a sum not
exceeding thirty dollars.
5. No vessel whatever shall be permitted to lie in the river
before the city longer than twenty-four hours, inward or outward bound (powder vessels excepted). Vessels having powder on board, the pilot shall bring to anchor as near the fort
wharf as they may have water to lie in at low water, and the
master must land his powder in twenty-four hours after anchoring, and place it in the mag~zine, the officer of which is
to receive the same n,nd give a receipt therefor, except vessels
having on board powder destined for the interi01·, either by
railroad or by river; such vessels may hn,ul alongside any vacant wharf, and the powder on board shall be removed direct
from the vessel to the depot or boat, immediately after she is
made fn,st to the wharf. Any violation of this rule will subject the vessel to the penalty of fifty dollars.
6. All vessels, except regular packets, in ballast, waiting
for freight, light, or occasionally taking in, discharging or retailing a cargo at any wharf, shall give the inside berth to a
loaded vessel that wants to discharge forthwith; and every
such vessel shall likewise give the inside berth to a vessel that
wants to take on board h er cargo immeclin,tely. Any vessel,
except regular packets, taking in a cargo at any wharf, shall
give the inside berth to a loaded vessel, if at the time of appli-
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cation for such berth there be no other vacant or equally suitable berth for such loaded vessel, under a penalty of thirty dollars per day.
.
.
7. Every vessel hauling past, or lymg alongs1de and made
fast to another vessel, shall put out in a proper manner, good
and sufficient fenders, and keep the same so placed as to prevent injury to the vessel sh e shall be along~i~e of, an~ shall
likewise so place her moorings as to prevent mJury to sa1d vessel, and if discharging or taking in a cargo athw~rt another
. vessel's deck, she must also keep her plank or stagmg so fixed
as not to cause injury, under a penalty of fifty dollars.
8. Masters of vessels shall not permit ballast, rubbish, or
dirt of any kind, to be thrown into the river or harbor. All
ballast and coal shall be thrown ten feet back, clear of the
heads of the wharves; a heavy sail or tarpaulin must be put
between the vessel and the wharf, extending under and five
feet on each side of the stage, to prevent any from falling into
the river. The sweeping of the decks, ashes from the caboose
and rubbish of any kind must be put upon the wharf a~d
carted away. Any master of a vessel failing to com1~ly w1th
any of these rules, shall be fined in a sum not exceechng one
hundred dollars.
9. N 0 vessel while lying alongside the wharf, or another
vessel, shall be smoked for the purpose of destroying rats, but
must' first be hauled in the. stream, and ke1Jt constantly afloat,
so as to be easily removed in case of taking fire, under a penalty of one hundred dollars.
.
10. N 0 tar, pitch or turpentine shall be b01led on any vessel's deck or within sixty yards of any vessel or warehouse,
under a ;enalty not exceeding thirty dollars. Notice in all
.
cases to be given to the Harbor Master.
11. N 0 raft of timber or lumber shall be broken up m the
fJ:ont river below low water mark, under a penalty not exceedino· thirty dollars. No raft shall be permitted to lie more than
fo~ty-eight hours afloat in the river, nor shall tLny stave, wood,
or shingle raft be landed at the heads of the wharves.
12. No vessel lying at any of the wharves on the southern
side of the river, between Habersham's mill and the eastern
extremity of the city, shall be permitted to take on board any
timber or lumber from rafts alongside, under a penalty of for-

HARBOR MASTER.

ty Jollars per day. In cases where it would not be safe to remove empty vessels, the Mayor will give permission to load a
few sticks of timber at the wharf, said sticks to be secured by
chains and dogs after the rafts shall have been broken up.
13. No person shall encumber the wharves with cotton,
coal, bricks, lumber, stone, or other heavy article~>, so as to
prevent the use of said wharf to vessels wishing to load or discharge cargoes, under a penalty of twenty dollars per day.
14. Not more than two vessels of one hundred tons or more
register, shall be allowed to lay alongside at any wharf in the
city, so long as there shall be another wharf vacant, or with
only one vessel thereat, under a penalty of forty dollars per
day.
15. No vessel or boat lying alongside of any other vessel or
wharf shall have a fire in the caboose, or any other place on
or under deck of said vessel or boat, except in an iron caboose,
and such caboose or other fire place be well and safely covered, and surrounded with a good and sufficient caboose house,
hut, or other covering and enclosure, under the penalty of
thirty dollars.
16. All vessels overlaying the city wharves and docks, must
pay proportional wharfage. No rafts shall be kept across or
in them for the purpose of loading, except by permission.
17. No shingle or sand ballast, or rubbish of any description, shall be landed without permission of the Harbor Master, under a penalty of thirty dollars.
18. Any vessel will be admitted to a berth, or be allowed
to change from one berth to another, on application to the
Harbor Master.
19. Any master or other person having charge of any ship
or vessel, who shall refuse or neglect to obey the directions
of the Harbor Master or his assistant, in any matter or matters within his or their authority, or shall molest, resist, or
oppose the Harbor Master or his assistant in the execution of
any of the duties of his or their office, such master or other
person having cha,rge of any ship or vessel, or other person
whatsoever, shall, upon conviction for every such offence, forfeit and pay the sum of one hunch·ed dollars. In case of dispute, appeal shall be made to the Mayor.
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The master of any vessel lying at anchor in any part
of the river in the night time, shall cause a good and sufficient
light to be shown in some part of the rigging of such vessel,
at least twenty feet above her deck, which light shall be kept
burning during all hours of the night, and that for every neglect such master or commander shall be fined in a sum not
exceeding thirty dollars.
21. Every vessel must always have on board a ship keeper
or other person capable to take charge of her.
22. In case of any dis~1te or difference of opinion arising
between or amongst masters of vessels, or others concerned
under the foregoing harbor regulations, the same should be
settled by the arbitration of the Harbor Master, on the application to him of those interested.
23. All penalties, fines or forfeitures under the foregoing
rules, jhall, on conviction before the Mayor, or Mayor and
Aldermen, be collected in the usual manner, and be divided
between the city and Commissioners of Pilotage, the Harbor
Master to be considered in all cases full and competent witness against offenders.

STATUTE.

20.

HEALTH OFFICER.
STATUTE.
1. Health Officer.

ORDINANCES.
1. Health Officer to visit vessels arriving from places infected with
contagious diseases. His duties.
2. Health Officer to keep vaccine
virus, and supply physicians at
$3 a grain.

3. Election of Health Officer.
4. His fees
5. Patient when deemed necessary
may be sent to the pest house.
6. Duty to give attention to privates
police-force.
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1. [For power of the Corporation of Savannah to appoint
a Health Officer and fix his duties and compensation, see §4760
of Irwin's Revised Code as contained in Article 1st of this
Code; and see also Article 53, title Quarantine.]
ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Or<linance 22d May, 1828.

1.
v~sse

It shall be the duty of the Health Officer to visit all Health Offil s arnvmg
· ·
· th e port of Savannah from places infected cer's
duty to
m
visit vessels,

mth the small pox or other disease of a contagious or malig- etc.
nant character. When any port shall be thus infected, he
s~all require, by public notice in the gazettes of the city, all
pilot~ and ca,ptains of vessels aeriving from the infected ports,
to bnng their vessels to anchor at some convenient place below
the city, there to remain, without communication with the
city or adjacent country, until visited by him. If a disease
subjecting the vessel to quarantine is found to exist on board,
~e shall order her to proceed to the quarantine ground oppo- Quarantine
site Fort Jackson, and shall immediately make a report to the ground.
Mayor of the na,ture of the disease, and recommend such
measures as are, in his opinion, best calcubted to prevent its
introduction into the city or adjacent country. He shall give Medical atthe requisite medical attendance to the sick on board of ves- tendanco.
sels performing quarantine, or to such as shall be removed
therefrom to hospitals, either temporary or established and
shall inspect such vessels from time to time, until he deems
them in a condition to proceed to the city with safety. After Order fumigathe_ performance of quarantine, he shall order fumigations, ab- tiona, etc.
lutions, or other purifying processes calculated to disinfect unclean vessels, previous to their coming up to the city, and
shall fu~ly ~arry into effect the laws and ordinances regulating
quarantme m the port of Savannah. It shall furthermore be To visit small
h_is duty, when required by the Mayor, to visit persons in the pox cases, etc.
mty supposed to be infected with small pox, or other diseases
?f a contagions and malignant character, and to give his opinIon upon the nature of the disease, and the best means of preventing its extension. Upon the removal of such person to
temporary or established hospitals in the city or co~mtry, it
11
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Cargoes of
damaged provisions.
J

shall be his duty to visit the patients in said hospitals. It
shall likewise be his duty, when a question arises as to the
condition of cargoes of damaged corn and other provisions,
fruit, hides, and other articles of a perishable nature, calculated by their putrefaction, to cause disease, to visit the vessel
thus laden, and to make such recommendations to the civil
authority as the case may require.
Ordinance 31st J anuary 1 1839.
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Ordinance 22d December, 1859.

6. It shall be the duty of the Health Officer, when called Dutl:' to give
upon by any c1 u1y appom
· t ed private
·
.
medwal to
ator pnvates
of the police tention
for·c
f Savannah, who may be siCk,
·
privatesPolice
. eo f th e C't
1 yo
to render to force.
h:m 01: them suitable medical aiel and attention, and to give
his wntten order upon the City Dispensary for all needful
medicine. This service shall be required for the policeman Proviso.
only, and not for the members of his family.

It shall be the duty of the Health Officer to procure and
constantly on hand, a suffiCi. ent supply of vaccine virus,
' hh e sh all snppl y th ose ph ysiCians
· ·
wh IC
who may at any
time call on him for it in reasonable quantities, and for which
he shall be paid by said physicians at the rate of three dollars
a grain, t-roy.

Jreep vac2.
cme VIrus and
s~pply physi- k eep
mansat $Ba t w1t
· h
grain.
To

I

Ordinance 3d October, 1844.
Election of
Health Officer.

3. Health Officer to be elected on the first Monday in Jannary, annually.
Ordinance 4th September, 1856.

Fees.

Pest House.

Fine, $100.

4. The fees of the Health Officer (which he shall be paid
by the owner or consignee of any vessel) shall be as follows:
For boarding any vessel lying at the quarantine ground, at
Fort Jackson, two cents a ton up to five hunched tons, beyond
which no additional fee shall be charged. In case of a visit
at night, the fees charged shall be double the preceding; and
all expenses incurred for boarding any vessel, shall be paid by
the Health Officer, except that the city will furnish a quarantine boat.
For visiting and inspecting a vessel which has been subjected to quarantine, and giving a permit to come up to the city,
five dollarF,
'
5. In case it shall be deemed necessary by the Health Officer to send a patient to the pest house from the vessel, it shall
be clone by the vessel's boat, or at the expense of the owner,
master, or consignee of such vessel, under a penalty, in case
of failure or refusal, of not exceeding one hundred dollars on
convicijo'n before the Police Court; and the expense of such
sending shall be paid out of said fine.

JAIL AND J AlLER.
STATUTES.
1. Jail vested in Mayor and Alder· 5. Laws for the erection of new
men.
Jail.
2. Jail subject to visits from the Or- 6. Jail fees.
dinary and Grand Jury.
7. Fees of Jailer.
3. Jail of Chatham County.
4. Rules and regulations respecting
the Jail.
ORDINANCES.
1. County Jail vested in the Mayor 5. Oath of Jailer.
and Aldermen.
6. Duty of Jailer in respect to per2. Jailer elected.
sons committed by authority of
3. Deputy. Bond. Oath.
the Mayor or by the City Council.
4. Liabilities and duties of Jailer.
7. Jail rules .

STATUTES.
State Law, 8th December, 1839.

. 1. _That from and after the first day of January next, the Jail vested in
directwn, management ::mel control of the Jail of Chatham ~fle~in~~~
County, shall be vested in the Mayor and Aldermen of the
City ~f Savannah an~ ~he hamlets thereof, who are h ereby
constituted the commiSSIOners thereof, with all the rirrhts and
duties thereto appertaining, with power to them to a~poin t a Power to appoint Jailer,
etc.
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Jailer and other necessary officers for a term of years not exceeding three years; which said Jailer and other officers, shall
respectively give such bond, and be allowed such compensation
as the said Mayor and Aldermen shall, by ordinance, prescribe;
and which said Jailer and other officers, or any of them, shall
be removable from office by the said Mayor and Aldermen of
the City of Savannah, for any misconduct, which shall, in
their opinion, furnish sufficient cause.
Inferior Court
It shall and may be lawful for the Justices of the Inferior
to appropriate
.
J of Cl1ath am Coun t y, 1n
. h'lS cl 1scre
'
t'1011,
funds,
etc., to Court [now 0 rdinary
erect a new
.
.
Jail.
to appropnate and apply any county funds m the treasury of
said county, or ·which shall hereafter come to the said treasury, to the erection of a new jail, which, when so erected, shall
become the Jail of said County, under the direction of the
said Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah, in the
same manner, and with the same rights, powers and duties, as
are provided in the first section of this act.
Jailsubject to
2. That the said Jail shall be subject, at all times, to the
~:.b~a~t;'·~~a visits and inspection of the Inferior Comt [now OrdinaryJ of
Gran d Inquests, etc.
Chatham County, and of the Grand Inquest of said county
and city, who may or shall report to the City Council of said
city, any misconduct in the offices thereof, or evils existing
therein, and recommend to the said City Council any mode
of redress or remedy therefor.
Irwin's Code, sections 4769, &c.

3. §4769. The Jail of Chatham County shall continue,
as heretofore, under the direction, control, and management
of the Mayor and Aldermen of Savannah, with all the rights
and duties of commissioners of the same, and with power to
them to appoint a Jailer, and other necessary officel'S, for a
term not exceeding three years ; which said Jailer and other
officers shall respectively give such bond, and be allowed such
compensation, as the Mayor and Aldermen shall, by ordinance,
prescribe ; and which said Jailer and other officers shall be
removable from office by said Mayor and Alderme.IJ., for any
misconduct which shall, in their opinion, furnish sufficient
cause.
Rules and reg4. §4770. And sa\cl Mayor and Aldermen shall have pow~~\~~5}it. er to pass all ordinances, resolutions, rules and regulations for

Control of Jail

•
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the regulation of the Jail and the government of the Jailer
and other officers, and all persons confined within said Jail, as
said Mayor and Ald ·men shall, from time to time, deem proper, and as shall not be repugnant to law; and the Jailer shall
be answerable for all escapes from such jail, to the same extent
and in the same manner as the sheriff or other keeper of a jail
may, by the general law, be.
5. §4 771.. All laws of force for the erection of any new J. ail erection
Laws. for the
of
by the J ushces of the Inferior Court of Chatham County, are new Jail.
hereby continued in force; but such new jail, when erected,
shall become the jail of said county, under the direction, control and management of said Mayor and Aldermen, as in the
preceding section mentioned ; but 't he said jail shall be subject at all times to the visits and inspection of said Justices,
[now Ordinary] and of the Grand Inquests of said county and
city, who may report to the City Council of said city, any misconduct of the officers thereof, or evils existing therein, and
recommend to said City Council, any mode of redress or remedy therefor.
6. §4772. Persons committed to said jail on other than civil Jail tees.
process, or process from the corporate authorities of Savannah, shall be a charge on the county from which the prisoner
may be sent; and said city authorities may demand periodical
settlements from such county for the fees accruing for such
prisoner, and in case the Inferior Court of any such county
shall refuse to make periodical settlements or payments, it
shall be lawful for the Superior Court of such county, by
mandamus or other process, on the application of said Corporation of Savannah, or the Jailer, to compel such settlement
and payment.
7. §3647. Jailers are entitled to the following fees, to Fees of Jailers
wit:
For receiving prisoner or debtor ..................... $ 60
For turning the key or discharging the prisoner, by virtue of habeas corpus, by order of the court, judge or
60
justice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
[For dieting prisoners confined in jail on any ground
whatever, such fees as may be fixed by the Justices
of the Inferior Court [now OrdinaryJ of the county,
who are hereby invested with the power to fix said
fees.]
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ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.

criminals ancl prisoners, and of their discharge, and of all sums
received or paid by him as such Jailer, and shall make, the
Monday preceding the meeting of Council, returns, and payments on the first of each month to the Mayor or acting Mayor of the City of Savannah, and which said accounts shall, at
all times, be subject to the inspection and approval or disapproval of the said Mayor and Aldermen, and be preserved on
file in the office of the City Treasurer.

Ordinance 25th December, 1834.

1. From and after the first day of January, 1835, the direction, management and control of the Jail of Chatham County shall be vested in the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of
Savannah, who shall be the commissioners thereof, with all
the rights and duties thereto appertaining.
.Jailer elected.
2. The said Mayor and Aldermen shall, on the thirtieth
day of December instant, proceed to the election of a Jailer,
to take ion charge the management of said jail, who shall hold
his office for the term of three years, unless sooner removed
by the said Mayor and Aldermen for any misconduct which
~!~flei~taJ~il. shall, in their opinion, furnish sufficient cause; and such Jailer and his deputy or deputies, shall live in, sleep in, and reside at the jail.
The said Jailer is now elected at the first regular meeting
of Council every three years.
'
3. The Jailer shall appoint his own deputy, who shall be
Deputy.
approved of by the said Mayor and Aldermen, and who shall be
compensated by the said Jailer from his salary, and that he,
Bond, $20,000. the said Jailer, shall give bond, with good and sufficient security, in the sum of twenty thousand dollars, and they, shall
each take and subscribe the following oath before the Mayor
or acting Mayor of said city, before they enter on the duties of
their respective offices, to wit: "I do solemnly swear (or affirm,
Oath.
as the case may be,) that I will well and truly do and perform
all and singular the duties of Jailer, or Deputy Jailer, of the
County of Chatham, and that I will humanely treat all Cl'i.minals who may be brought to jail, and not suffer them to escape
by any negligence or inattention of mine. So help me God."
Liabilities and
4. The liabilities and duties prescribed by the laws of the
duties of .Jailer.
State of Georgia as applicable to the jailers of the several
counties, shall -be and continue in force, and that the fees, as
prescribed by 1~, shall continue, and that the said jail shall
be subject at all times, to the visit and inspection of the Ordinary of Chatham hounty, and of the Grand Inquest of said
county and city.
Duty of .Jailer.
5. The Jailer • shall keep regular books of account, and
shall make proper entries therein of the times of receiving

County .Jail
vested in the
Mayor and
Aldermen.

•
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Ordinance 27th June, 1866.

6. That it shall not hereafter be lawful for the Jailer to dis- Duty of Jailer
in respectcomto
charge from t 11e J a1'1 of Ch ath am Coun t y, un d er t h e d'nee t'wn, prisoners
mited by aumanagement and control of the Mayor and Aldermen of the thority of the
.
Mayororof
C1.ty of Savannah , any prrsoner
comm1'ttecl t o sa1'd.Jal'1 b y au- the
City counthority of the Mayor or of the City Council for non-payment en.
of a fine, until such fine shall have been paid into the Clerk
of Council's office, and an order for the discharge of such
prisoner shall have been obtained from the Mayor or acting
Mayor, excP.pt when the prisoner shall have regularly served
out the term of his imprisonment as specified in the commitment or order of imprisonment, lmder pain of dismissal of
said Jailer from office for misconduct: P1·ovicled, nothing
herein contained, shall be so construed as to authorize said
Jailer to discharge a prisoner in any other case not herein
mentioned, except by authority of law or ordinance to that
effect.
7.

JAIL RULES, ADOPTED BY COUNCIL SEPTEMBER

27, 1838,

AS AMENDED.

1. All contracts for supplies for the Jail, shall be under
charge of the Jail Committee.
2. All provisions for prisoners shall be wholesome and
sound of their kind.
3. The Jailer shall have the wards kept clean. The employment of prisoners in their labor may be regulated by the
Jail Committee, under their written order.
4. Medical aiel shall be furnished prisoners when required.
5. No intoxicating drinks shall be introduced into the
Jail, to be used by prisoners, except under the prescriptions of
a physician.

Jail Rules.
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6. No games of chance or any species of gambling shall be
allowed in any part of the Jail or premises.
7. The Jailer, under the supervision of the Jail Committee, may procure blankets and bedding for prisoners unable to
provide the same for themselves, and that a charge be made
against the county for blankets and bedding furnished to paupers.
8. Male and female prisoners shall be separately confined.
9. No prisoner shall be allowed to furnish the room,
where he may be confined, with special accommodations, unless by assent of two of the Jail Committee.
10. The secure confinement of prisoners may be made by
additions to the ordinary securities of the Jail at any time.
11. All refractory conduct of a prisoner shall be taken cognizance of by the Jail Committee.
12. The Jailer shall prevent all comnlunications between
prisoners outside the Jail or the wall enclosing i-.
13. No provisions shall lie carried into any ward or room,
unless by permission of the Jailer, other than the daily allowance to priso_!lers.
14. No one shall be allowed to go in or out of the Jail after bell-ring at night, except in cases of sickness, fire, or the
necessary reception of a prisoner or prisoners.
15. 'ilhe Jail shall be subject to the inspection of the Grand
Jury, the Ordinary of the County, the Jail Committee, the
Mayor of the city, or the Chairman of Council.
16. The rooms shall be inspected by the Jailer or his deputy, every day.
17. No person or persons shall enter the Jail who is or are
not legally placed there, or is one of the Jailer's family, or
has permission of one of the Jail Committee.
18. No person confined in the Jail under criminal charge,
or conviction of the same, shall be allowed to have the liberty
to walk about the Jail, under any circumstances, but shall be
strictly confined to his room or ward.
19. No light or fire shall be permitted in any prisoner's
room after 9 o'clock at night, unless by special written permission by the Jail Committee, or in case of sickness ; and
the Jailer shall see the lights and fire are thus extinguished.

20. The Jailer and his deputy shall reside in the Jail, and
he or his deputy shall be there at all times.
·
21. The Jailer shall not permit chastisement to be inflicted in tb e Jail or its premises, except under sentence of a Court.
22. That the entrance to the Jail yard shall at all times be
kept locked, and that a bell be attached to the door, to give
notice by any person wishing entrance.
23. That there shall not be any building attached to the
wall of the yard on the inside thereof, or anything whereby
escape could be facilitated, and nothing kept in the yard that
could be used for the purpose of aiding in scaling the walls.
24. The Jailer shall not permit communication with persons confined for offences or under sentence of court, except
by written permission of one of the Jail Committee, or the
Mayor of the city, or the Chairman of Council.
25. It is understood that these regulations are obligatory
upon the Deputy Jailer, as well as upon the principal.
26. These regulations may be amended, abrogated or added
to, at any time, by the Council.
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MAYOR.
STATUTE, IRWIN'S CODE.
1. Special powers of Mayor.

ORDINANCES.
1. Mayor may raise moneys on
1o an s to pay interest, etc.

2.
3.

4.

5.

M a yo r' s notes. Faith and
property of the city pledged.
Mayor to suspend officers for
flagrant violation of duty.
Mayor to have published first
Monday, in October, etc., in
each year, report of Finance
Committee.
M a yo r' s office in Exchange
building. Chairman of Finance
Committee, etc .
Portion of Police Force to be
stationed at barracks.

6. Mayor to hold Court every day,
Sundays excepted.
7. Mayor's duty in fining and turn·
ing over.
8. Mayor to take bonds, etc., for
appearance before Council.
9. Neglect to give bonds, etc.
Jail.
10. Mayor to have published at ex·
pense of the city all ordinances
passed by Council for the pre·
ceding municipal year.

STATUTE, IRWIN'S CODE.
Special powers.

MAYOR.
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. 1. §~775. The ~Iayo~· of the City ?f Savannah, for t~e
ti.me bm~g, and. dunng h1s absence or mability to discharge
h1s official duties, the Chairman of Council, or such other
officer as may by law, or ordinance, or vote, or rule of Council, of the said city, be at such times his substitute, shall have
full power and authority to issue warnmts for the arrest of
all persons charged, upon affidavit before such officer or other
lawful magistrate, with having committed, within the limits
of the City of Savannah, offences against any penal law of
this State; and to take the examination of such persons, and
the ~arne to discharge or commit to prison, or let to bail, accordmg to law, to answer such charge before the proper court
having jurisdiction of the same, in the same manner as
Justices of the Peace of the several counties of the State now
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or hereafter may have by law ; and to issue such warrant according to law, to be executed within the jurisdictional limits of Savannah; all which warrants may be executed by the
Marshal or Deputy Marshal, or any Constable of said city,
and be returned before said Mayor, or his temporary official
substitute as aforesaid. And the said Mayor or substitute as
aforesaid, may by warrant issued on affidavit as aforesaid,
cause suspected places to be entered, in as full and ample a
manner as any other Magistrate of this State may, with a view
to the detection and prevention, or punishment of offences,
within said jurisdictional limits, against the laws of this
State, or the ordinances of said city·
[For other powers of the Mayor nuder State laws, see Article I of this Code.]
ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinanc)l10th December, 1857.

1. IIis honor the Mayor be and he is hereby authorized to To raise mon.
.
ey on loan to
bortow or raise on loan for the use of the mty, such sum or pay interest,
sums of money, and at such time or times as he ma,r deem etc.
requisite, for the purpose of paying the interest now clue or
which may hereafter become due by the City of Savannah,
upon bonds issued by the City of Savannah for works of
Internal Improvement, and for the purpose of paying off all
other indebtedness of the city now or hereafter to become due.
That the notes now running to maturity in the banks, for Mayor's notes •
moneys heretofore borrowed by the Mayor be confirmed.
That the notes hereafter given be signed by the Mayor, made
payable to the City Treasurer, and attested by the Clerk of
Council, with the seal of the city affixed thereto-and that Faith and pro· are hereby pledged for the perty
of the
th e .~:~a1't] 1 an d property of the mty
city pledged.
faithful payment and redemption of all notes now or hereafter given in pursuance of the provisions of any ordinance.
Ordinance 2d August, 1839.

2. The Mayor or acting Mayor shall have power to sus- To suspend
>
ffi
·
.
officers for fiapenct any o cer holdmg any appomtment under Council for grant viola· 1at'1011 of du t y rendenng
·
. necessary to take tion of duty.
any fi agran t VIO
1t
such step, which suspension he shall report to Council within
forty-eight hours afterwards, by whom the said alleged
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all complaints against riotous and disorderly persons and determine the same in a summary manner.
7.. That the Mayor is. hereby vested with authority to
ex- and
Duty in :fining
turmng
.
amme, hear and cletermme all cases brought before h1m, of over, etc.
violations of the ordinances of the city, and shall inflict such
penalties as the said ordinances prescribe. And he shall turn
over, for examination by the Justices of the Peace, all persons charged with offences against the laws of the State.

offence may be enquired into, and Council shall, at all times,
have the power to fine any of their officers for any violation
of their duty, or for any misconduct in office, ancl to suspend
and remove any of the said officers from their respective offices, when convicted of any offence or misconduct, which
Council may deem a sufficient cause for such removal.
Ordinance 26th June, 1845.

~o have pub-

lished 1st M:m?ayin October
ill each year
report of Finance
mittee.Com-

3. It shall be the duty of the Mayor to publish or cause
·
·
to be published on the first Monday m
October m
each year,
(or as soon thereafter as he can procure the report of th e
.
.
· t s ancl expen d1·
Fmance
Committee)
an account of t h e rece1p
tlnes of the city for the year ending thirtieth September of
each year, and that the account shall undergo the inspection
and be certified by the Committee of Finance before the publication of the same.

Ordinance 4th January, 1847.

Ordinance lOth February, 1853.

~ayor's office

4. (1.) It shall be the duty of the Mayor to have an office
. .
in the Exchange bmlchng.
~~:'J~m~(2.) He shall be Chairman of the Committee on Finance.
mittee.
(3.) 'He shall examine monthly the books ~ all the offiInspect books
.
.
of officsrs,
cers of Council, shall superintend and mspect every pubhc
streets, etc.
·
f
C
'1
h
work done in the city under the authonty o ounc1 , s a11
see that all contracts between the city and other parties are
properly drawn up, executed and performed; shall inspect the
streets, lanes and squares and public grounds, as often as the
interest of the city requires, for the purpose of seeing that
they are kept in proper order, and shall generally superintend
the city officers and see that their several duties are faithfully
performed.
Portion of Po5. He (the Mayor) shall see that a portion of the City
~~;~~~~~-:, Police are stationed at the police barracks, alternating each
racks.
day, to take charge of such persons as may be sent there for
misdemeanors, and to perform such other duties as may be
required of them.
To hold court
6. It shall be the duty of the Mayor, and in case of his
~~~la~:~x- absence or sickness, it shall be the duty of the Chairman of
cepted.
the Board of Aldermen, to hold a court at the Mayor's office
iu the Exchange or at the police barracks every clay at 10
o'clock, A.M., Sundays excepted, for the purpose of hearing

Exchange
building.

ill
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.

8. The Mayor of the City of Savannah shall have power, To take bonds,
and is hereby expressly authorized to bind over and take re- ~~<;;~ig~ea~~.
· sueh sum ancl WI'th sueh secun'ty or secuntws
. . fore Council.
cogmzance
1n
as he may deem adequate and necessary, all and every person
or persons who may be brought up before the said Mayor in
the Police Conrt of the City, charged with any infraction,
violation of, or offence against any of the ordinances of the
said City of Savannah, and whose trial and punishment for
said offences may by law require the co-operation of the said
Mayor and Aldermen or a m[Ljority of them, or when the
punishment adjudged by the said Mayor in said Police Court
requires by law to be confirmed by the Board of Aldermen in
Council assembled, for the appearance of such person or persons so offending and charged before the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah in Council assembled, at the
next meeting of Council regularly to be held thereafter.
9. In case of the neglect or refusal of any person or per- N:eglectto
sons to give the recognizance authorized in the foregoing sec- ft~~j~~ds,
tion, when the same shall be required, that the said Mayor is
hereby authorized ancl empowered to commit such person or
persons so neglecting or refusing to give such recognizance so
required, to the common jail of the County of Chatham, until
the next regular meeting of Council.
Ordinance 18th August, 1869.

10. That it shall hereafter be the duty of the Mayor
to have published annually in pamphlet form, and at the expense of the city, all the OJ;,clinances passed by Council for the
p~·ec~din?' municipal year; such publication to be ready for
d1stnbutwn among the Aldermen, and to the citizens generally, by the middle of September of each and every year.

To publish ordinances.
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PORT WARDEN'S.

MESSENGER OF COUNCIL.

PORT WARDENS.

ORDINANCES.

ORDINANCES.

1. Duty of Messenger of Council

to attend meetings, serve notices, attend :'alice Court and
keep clean the unrented parts
of the Exchange.

2. Messenger' s duty to keep clean
Mayor' s, Clerk' s, and Treasurer's offices, bring water, make
fires.

ORDINANUES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 2d August, 1839.
nutdy to tiat1. It shall be the duty of the Messenger of Council to
t en mee ngs
serve notices, summon the members of Council as commanded by the
etc.

Mayor or acting Mayor, to attend all the meetings of Council
for the purpose of executing any commissions ; to prepare the
Council chamber for its sessions ; to attend on committees of
Council if required, and to execute their commissions; to
serve notices on the committees of Council from the Clerk's
office; to attend at the Police Court every morning at t en
o'clock and to remain there during office hours, if required
so to do; to execute all commissions appertaining to his office
when required by the Mayor or committees of Council ; to
k eep clean and in decent order the unrented parts of the Exchange; to keep the keys of all doors not attach ed to rooms
rented.

Resolution passed in Council 21st April, 1853
To keep clean
2. Resolved, That the Messenger shall attend to the
Mayor's,
Clerk's and
Mayor's, Clerk's, and Treasurer's offices, k eep the same clean
Treasurer's
offices, etc.
and in good order, make the fires, bring water and perform

any other service connected with the duties of Messenger,
that may be required of him by the Mayor.

1. Five Port Wardens.
2. Duty of Port Wardens to appoint a Clerk.
3. Rules and regulations.
4. Two or more Port Wardens to
make surveys.
6. Vess els in distress, etc.
6. Power of Port Wardens to employ carpenters.
7. No one but Port Wardens except under orders of Court to
officiate.
8. Clerk of Port Wardens to collect all sums due.
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9. Oath of Port Wardens.
10. If Port Wardens neglect duty,
penalty $30.
11. Each Port Warden to receive
fees only when he renders ser·
vice.
12. No Port Warden to certify unless he surveys.
13. Fees of Port Wardens.
14. Office hours of Clerk 9 to 1
o'clock.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 14th March, 1824.

1. At the first regular meeting of Council in every J ann- Five Port
ary in each year, there shall be appointed five persons to act Wardens.
as Port Wardens for the Port of Savannah, who shall be commissioned by the Mayor under the seal of the corporation.
2. The said Port Wardens be and they are hereby required Duty to apto keep a fair record of all their proceedings, to appoint a ~f~~t a Clerk,
Clerk for that purpose, and to furnish extracts or copies of
the same at the request of any person or persons, and they
shall have and use a common seal to be annexed to all ex- seal.
tracts or copies of proceedings furnished by the Clerk aforesaid, and the Clerk shall be, and he is hereby allowed the same
fees for searches, extracts, copies of certificates, as are allowed Fees.
for the like services to the Clerk of the Superior Courts of
this State.
3.. The said Port Wardens, at their first or any subsequent Rules and regmeetmg_, be and they are hereby authorized to make such rules ulations.

1'(6
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and regulations as may be conducive to the good order and a
proper discharge of their duties, and enforce the same by reasonable fines to be, when imposed, deducted by the Clerk out
of the sums collected for the use of the Port Wardens so fined,
and the said Clerk, before he enters on the duties of his office,
shall give to the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of SavanClerk's bond nah a bond, with two good and sufficient securities in the sum
$500.
of five hundred dollars, conditioned for the faithful performance of his duties as Clerk as aforesaid, and he shall take and
subscribe before the Mayor the following oath or affirmation:
Clerk's oath. "I do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that I will
truly, faithfully, and impartial1y discharge all the duties required of me as Clerk of the Board of Port Wardens for the
Port of Savannah to the best of my ability, and shall only '
certify as Clerk such papers or documents as are duly passed
and approved of by the said Port Wardens. So help the
God."
4. The said Port Wardens or any two of them, or more if
Two or more
to make surrequired
by the persons applying for the survey as aforesaid,
veys.
shall have power and they are hereby authorized to act upon
any survey and to perform all the duties required of them by
this article.
5. At the request of any owner of a vessel, master, merVessels in distress, leaky,
chant or consignee, it shall be the duty of the said Port Waretc.
dens, or any two oi· more of them as aforesaid, upon the arrival of any ship or vessel within the port and district of Savannah in distress, or which may receive damage therein, or be
in a leaky situation or condition, or on board of which there
may be goods, wares, or merchandise damaged or supposed
Examine and to be damaged, to examine and survey the said ship or vessel
survey.
in her hull, masts, spars, sails, rigging and other appurtenances, and to report and certify the state thereof, and the
repairs necessary to fit her for sea, so that she may be fully
seaworthy, noting particularly the damages which appear to
have been sustained by the perils of the sea, and the probable
expense of repair as distinct from such as may become necessary from negligence or ordinary decay; and to assist the said
Port Wardens in such examination, they shall have access to
the
log-book of such ship or vessel. Also to examine and
Stowage
cargo.
survey the stowage of the cargo of any ship or vessel, and to
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report and certify if the same be properly stowed and secured, Report, etc.
and to examine and survey any such goods, wares and merchandise _da~aged or supposed to be damaged, and to report
and certify If the same be damaged or not, and in case of
damage the rate and degree of damage; and in surveys of
package~ of. ~erchandise, they shall designate particularly Portion inthe portwn lllJUred, and in no event recommend a sale of the Jured. ,
parts not damaged; and generally to do and perform all the
things, which by the custom of merchants in the Port of Savannah have been usually performed on surveys; and particularly to advise and recommend such measures in relation
either ~o said ship or vessel and cargo, as may be deemed
best smted to promote the interest and benefit of all concm·ned.
6. The said Port wardens, or any two or more of them as Employ a car. aforesaid, when called upon the survey of any vessel, shall penter, etc.
have power to employ a carpenter or carpenters to open the
ceiling, strip the sheathing, bore the timber, and perform such
other work as shall be necessary to enable them to make a
correct survey, and to employ such laborers and other persons
necessary to move, open or cooper or otherwise arrange any
goods, wares or merchandise they may survey, the expense of
all which shall be paid by the owner, master or consignee of
said vessel or goods.
7. If any person or persons other tl;lan those authorized No one but
by this article (e_xcept persons appointed by order of Court,) ~~~~;fa,;~~~;
shall. act or. officiate upon any survey or perform any of the to
ordero~Court)
offimate.
duties herem requi~ed of the said Port Wardens, he or they
·
shall severally forfmt .a sum
not
exceeding
thirty
dollars
to
be
.
'
Penalty $30.
recovered upon conv10t10n before the Police Court to the
use of said Port Wardens.
'
8. The Clerk of the said Board of Port Wardens shall col- Clerk to collect all
sums
" sums .due to the said Board or either of the Port War- !ectal!
due, etc.
dens 10r services rendered, pursuant to this article and for
which he shall be entitled to such compensation as' the Port
Wardens shall fix, and shall quarterly make a statement of
the same so received, and pay over to each Port Warden his
share thereof, ancl shall also make a quarterly return of the
sums received to the City Treasurer, to be by him laid before the City Council at their fu·st meeting thereafter.
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9. Each Port Warden so appointed, before entering upon
the duties of his office, shall take and subscribe before the
Mayor the following oath or affirmation, as the case may be:
"I do solemnly swear or affirm that I will truly, fa,ithfully
and impartially, to the best of my understanding, discharge
the duties required of me by the ordinances of the City
Council, as Port Warden of the City of Savannah. So help
me God." Which said oath or affirmation, after being sworn
to and subscribed, shall be filed with the records of Council
by the Clerk thereof.
10. If the said Port Wardens, or a,ny of them, shall neglect or refuse to perform the duties enjoined by this or any
other ordinance, he or they, unless sufficient cause be shown
to the contrary, shall severally forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding thirty dollars, to be recovered on conviction before
the Police Court to the use of the informer, or shall be removed from office, at the discretion of Council.
Ordinance 29th May, 1834.

11. Each Port Warden shall be entitled out of the moneys
collected by the Clerk for services rendered by the Port Wardens, to payment only of the fees received in the particular
case in which the services were rendered; so that each Port
Warden shall be compensated according to the amount of laClerkorDepu- bor performed by him, and it shall be the duty of the Clerk,
ty's
duty etc.
to
. lus
. ;ab sence, h'1s d epu t y, t o summons th e p ort W ardens
summon,
or 111
to act upon all surveys in rotation, if their a,ttendance can be
Fine $30.
obtained, and in case of failure to summons as aforesaid, he
shall be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars, on conviction thereof before t.he Police Court, one half to the use of
the informer, and the other half to the City.
No Port ~ar12. It shall not be lawful for any Port Warden to certify
den to certify
~~~~~she sur- any survey, unless the same has been helcl by him in person;
Penalty.
and any Port Warden herein offending shall, on conviction
thereof before the Police Court, be dismissed from office.

E!lj)hdPortt

~mo~

celvefees only
when he renders services.

Ordinance 23d February, 1843.

13. For the services to be performed there shall be paid to
each of the Port Wardens, officiating, by the owner, master
or consignee o[ any vessel or cargo, the following sums,
to wit:
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For each survey on the hatches of a vessel ............ $1 50
"
"
" a vessel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 50
an cargo.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4 50

,,

''

''

"

"

" a oargo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 75

,,

"
"

"
"

Fees.

a

" the stowage of the hold of a vessel. 3 75
" goods after they are landed. . . . . . . . 2 00
P1·oviclecl, That the said vessel or O'Oods be at or within the Proviso.
limits of the City of Savannah. If between said limits of the
city and Five Fathom hole, then fifty per centum in addition
to the above enumerated rates; if below Five Fathom, and not
below Long Island, seventy-five per centum in addition to
the first enumerated rates; if below Long Island, double the
e~umerated rates; if the Port Wardens are required to furmsh a boat and hands, ten dollars per diem, for such boat and
hands, shall be paid them. In all cases where the Port Wardens shall be employed more than one day in the performance
of any duty required by this article, the said Port Wardens
thus employed shall be entitled to similar fees for each day so
employed.
Ordinance 6th April, 1854.

14. The Clerk of the Board of Port Wardens shall be in
attendance at some convenient place from 9 to 10 o'clock
each clay. It shall be lawful for the Clerk of the Board to
appoint a deputy, who shall take the same oath as the
principal: PToviclecl, in case of neglect or misconduct of said
deputy the principal and his sureties shall be liable to the
penalties, fines, etc., prescribed by ordinances.

Office hours.

181 t

CITY MARSHAL.
C!TY OFFICERS.

180

CITY MARSHAL.
ORDINANCES.
1. Office of Deputy Marshal abol- 9.
ed.
2. City Marshal's duties, etc.
3. His fees.
4. Marshal's duty as City Purveyor.
5. Marshal to attend Market.
6. Marshal to attend fires.
7. Marshal to rent Market Stalls. 10.
8. Marshal to collect tax executions.

Default. or neglect of Marshal to
make returns on tax executions
in three months, liable to the
city for the amount uncollected
and interest, with power to collect the same out of the persons
within the time prescribed by
law.
Other duties.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
1. [By ordinance passed on the 18th Decem?er, 18~1, the
office of Deputy City Marshal was abolished, whwh ordmance
went into operation on the first of January, 1862.]
Ordinance 2d August, 1839.
City Marshal's

2.

The City Marshal shall regularly attend the City Coun-

'l~~~~ci coun- cil at all stated and other meetings, and at the Police Court;
'Kid.~':;;~~- or and also the Mayor or any Alderman whenever require~ so. to
Give informa- do, and execute their orders and precepts. He shall give I~

formation of all offences committed against any of the ordinances of the city which may come within his knov:ledge;
ll attend to the enforcement of all the ordmances
Enforce ordi- and Sha
which may be of force at any time; and he shall perform all
nances.
the duties which may be prescribed by any ordinance _now of
.
force, or which may hereafter be ordained. And the said M~rPay over pub- shal shall account for and pay in~o the ha~ds of the C1t_y
lie moneys to Treasurer when required by the City CounCil or any ordlCity Treasurer
'
·
d
nance whatever, all public moneys he may have recmved, an
·t shall be the duty of the City Marshal to make a return on
Make returns I
on fines, etc., each execution and pay over to the City Treasurer the money
every 2 weeks.
'

tions.

•

by him received thereon, at or before the second regular meeting of Council after such execution shall have been issued,
except tax executions.
3. The following fees of office shall be paid by the person
requiring the service or liable for the same, viz:
For the commitment of any person, for any copy of a mittimus, for every discharge of a pnsoner, for serving a summons or order of Council, fifty cents for each act as aforesaid.
For making a levy, seventy-five cents.
For all goods sold under execution, and all sales at the
pound, five per cent. for the first seventy-five dollars, and for
all above, two and one-half per cent.
For taking up a fugitive seaman, two dollars sixty two and
a half cents.
For executing a warrant and returning the same, seventyfive cents.
For a re-entry on each lot in arrears, one dollar, and a commission of one per cent. on the money paid into the treasury
on all sales of city lots.
For attending Police Court, fifty cents in each case, to be
taxed in the costs of conviction when the party is discharged
on payment of costs.

Fees.

Ordinance 11th January, 1855.

4. It shall be the duty of the Marshal to contract for and Marshal's duty
superintend the purchase of all articles to be used by the city, ~~~6~: Purand shall be plU'veyor of the city, and no other officer shall be
authorized to make any purchase for the city except when expressly directed so to do by the Mayor, and he shall have full Enter yards.
power to enter peaceably any yard or enclosure within the limits
of the city, to ascertain the condition of the same, and to re- Remove filth,
move therefrom any rubbish, filth or offensive matter, or abate etc.
any nuisance therein, the same to be removed at the expense of
the owner or occupier of the premises, to be enforced and collected in the manner prescribed by the existing ordinances of
the city, and any one opposing or resisting him in the discharge of such duty, shall be fined in a sum not exceeding
thirty dollars, one-half to be paid to the informer, the other
half to the treasury of the city.
·
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Attend fires.
Riots.
Elections.

5. It shall be the duty of the Marshal to be in the market
every morning from the rising of the sun until .nine o'clock,
A. M., and on Saturday afternoon from three o'clock until the
closing of the market, to see that the ordinances of the city
are not violated, and to preserve good order and government
in the market.
6. It shall be the duty of the Marshal, in all cases when an
alarm of fire may be given, and in all cases of riots, immediately to repair there, and to be present at all elections, to aid
and assist the police in the preservation of good order; and
on all such occasions he shall be under the direction of the
Mayor.
Ordinance 27th November, 1856.

To rent marketstalls.

7. The City Marshal shall, on the first Wednesday in December next, offer all the stalls (the public stalls excepted) at
public outcry, setting them up at stated prices. [For prices,
see Article 41, section 25.]
Ordinance 29th October, 1857.

8. It shall be the duty of said Marshal, upon receiving any
execution for taxes under any of the provisions of any ordinance from the said Treasurer, to proceed forthwith to execute the same by levying on any property, real or personal,
belonging to the person or persons, or corporation, against
whom the same may have been issued, to be found within the
said city, whether such property be, or be not itself, subject to
taxation, and he shall advertise and sell the property so levied
on, in the manner prescribed for sheriff's sale under the laws
of this State; and in all cases the amount to be collected on
any such execution so placed in his hands as aforesaid, shall
To collect in- include interest at seven per cent. thereon from the first day
~~~~tat 7 per of June n ext preceding the date of such execution, unless
such execution shall have been issued at some other time, in
which case interest shall be computed from the time when the
tax for which such execution shall have been issued became due
and payable, and such costs as may be allowed thereon; and
Fees.andcom- the said Marshal shall be allowed the sum of fifty cents on
miSSIOns.
every execution placed in his hands as aforesaid, and such
commissions upon sales as are allowed to sheriffs under the
laws of the State. And it shall further be the duty of the

Marshal's duty
to collect tax
executions,
levy and sell.
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said Marshal, forthwith to pay and account for all moneys ~~~:;8°;0~:
collected upon such execution, and at the same time to return i~~~1ffn~o'i~
such executions to the said Mayor, with an account
of his tions.
ventexecu.
actings and doings thereon. And in all cases of msolvency,
or where no property can be found of the person or persons or
corporation against whom any execution shall have been issued and placed in his hands, it shall be his duty to return the
same to the Mayor within the time prescribed, and he shall be
credited therewith on his receipt to the Treasurer, as aforesaid.
g If the Marshal shall neglect or refuse to make a satis- Default or
•
.
. .
.
neglect of
factory return, accordmg to the proVISIOns of the foregomg Marshal to
.
"'
t
l
l
.
h'
h
d
b
th
return,
section, on any executiOn J.?r axes p acec m IS an s y e make
etc.
Treasurer as aforesaid, within three months from his receipt of
the same, the said Marshal and his surety or sureties, shall be
helclliable to the city for the amount clue on such execution,
including interest and costs: P1·oviclecl, nevertheless, that the
said Marshal shall be at liberty to proceed to collect the same
from the person or persons or corporation against whom such
execution may have been issued, within the time allowed by
law.
10.

SYNOPSIS OF THE OTHER DUTIES PRESCRIBED FOR THE Other duties.
MARSHAL.

(In almost every penal ordinance his duties are laid down.
See all such ordinances.)
To report to Council all persons who own unoccupied stores, Unoccupied
houses or buildings, and who do not open and ventilate the buildings.
same once a week from the 1st day of May to the lOth day of
November in each year.
To report all persons who own unoccupied stores, houses or
buildings, and who do not cause the same to be whitewashed
or cleansed in such manner as the Mayor may direct and order; to serve notices for the Board of Health relative to sur- Notices for
charged privies; to serve notices for said Board relative to lots i~~~h~f
unclean and in bad order, and if the lots are unattended
to by the owners or occupiers, then to enter the premises with
proper aiel and cause the filth or impurity to be r emoved, ready
for the scavenger carts, or sufficiently covered over with sand
or earth-the reasonable expenses incurred by the Marsha,l to
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Vault and
privy sunk
where none.

Bond, $5,000.

Attend fires.
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be paid out of the city treasury, and charged to such owners or
occupants; to have a vault and privy sunk and erected in case
owners, lessees or their agents do not within thirty daysthe amount to be collected from them or execution to issue;
to impound any cow, heifer, ox, bull, steer or calf going at large,
and sell the same on five days notice if the fine and costs be
not paid within ten days after being taken up; to give bond
in the penal sum of $5,000 for the faithful performance of the
duties of his office ; to make returns of moneys collected every
fortnight; to advertise and sell such city lots as Council or
the Committee on Public Sales and City Lots may direct; to
re-enter lots after' ten days notice, in case ground rents are not
paid when due; to kill and destroy dogs going at large whenever the Mayor issues his orders in writing; to ascertain all
persons who have failed to return their dogs for city taxation;
to disperse the audience and arrest and imprison the performers, at each theatrical or musical entertainment, circus, concert, show or exhibition without license, upon receiving a
warrant from the Mayor or either of the Aldermen; to compel persons making fires (unless in a covered caboose,) on
board any boat or other small craft, to give bond and security
to appear before Council, whenever he receives a warrant from
the Mayor; to summon the owners or consignees of the boat,
or lessee of the wharf before Council, relative to the fires;
also in case such boat obstructs the wharf, or discharges or
takes in cargo in violation of ordinance, to summon the captain, manager, owner, or consignee of such vessel or boat; to
inform against all persons discharging or attempting to discharge any guns, pistols or other fire-arms, crackers, or any
other combustible preparation.
To attend at fires with his staff of office, and report to the
Mayor, Chairman or such Alderman as may be present, and
obey his or their orders and directions, to remove all idle suspected persons or others that may not be actually and usefully
employed in extinguishing the fire.
To remove all gunpowder, hay, straw, fodder, pitch, tar,
rosin, turpentine, hemp, oil, tallow, unpacked cotton, or other
combustible material, upon receiving the written orders of the
Mayor,
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By order of Council, to pull down, alter or remove any buildings,
Pull down
etc.
chimney that the Fire Committee may think dangerous or
that fire may be communicated thereby.
To notify the owner or owners of low lands to remedy the Notify owners
. d of w1t
. h"m fi teen days, wh enever th e D ry Cu l - lands
of drywhen
culture
eVI"l compl ame
not dramed,
.
ture Inspector reports the low lands to be not well dramed, etc.
the ditches and drains to be foul or requiring repair, &c.; in
case the owners do not remedy the evil, then it is the Marshal's
duty to do so, the moneys expended by the Marshal to be recovered by distress and sale.
To remove the rice and destroy the same effectually, wher- Dest~oy ' rice
ever 1t may be planted or growing on the said Dry Culture ~~~~~f~~
contract: P1·oviclecl, he is so ordered by the Mayor and Alder- lands.
men.
To serve subpamas on informers and witnesses to attend the serve subPolice Court or Council.
pamas.
To seize as forfeited to the use of the city, all articles
which
Seize articles
.
exposed for
may be exposed for sale by venders of small wares Without
the
sale without
.
license.
proper license, and to immediately expose such articles for
sale at the market, by order of the Mayor.
To notice all transient retail merchants, or shop keepers or Notice trans. all artlC
. l es wh at ever, Wl"th ou t l"10ense ; all persons and
ientpeddlers.
dealers
dealers m
offering for sale silk or fancy goods, jewelry or other finery, at
any boarding or other house, without license.
To seize all street peddlers of whatever kind or degree without license.
To attend and act as public crier, under the direction of the To sell market
Market Committee, whenever stalls are rented out, and im- stalls.
mediately thereafter to furnish the Treasurer with a statement
of said sales, and pay over the amount received.
To examine, upon complaint being made, or upon his own View un. .
wholesome
view, any blown, puffed up, or unwholesome meat or proVIsiOns meats, &c.
of any kind, exposed or offered for sale in the market, and if he
condemns the same or considers the same as a nuisance, then
he is to have the same buried under ground, burnt, or otherwise dest'royed, and report the offender.
To forfeit any meat, fish, or poultry, game or wild fowl, eggs, Forfeit meat,
··
vegetables or proviSions
of any k"m d, usually b rought t o th e poultry,
bought at&c.,
.
.
d market and
market, 1f the same are bought at the market and agam sol sold again,&c.
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or exposed for sale at the mark~t or at any other place within the city; also to report the sellers or offerers for sale.
To enforce
To enforce and carry into effect any order of the Market
market regu.
.
.
lations a~ to
Comm1ttee, respectmg the rules and regulatwns of the marcarts, arumals,
· any car t or oth er veh 1c
· 1e,
etc.
ket, relative to any person k eepmg
horse, mule, ass, or ox nearer the market, or for a longer time
than authorized by said committee or Clerk of the Market.
Also, relative to any person feeding with grain or forage, any
horse, mule, ass or other animal at the market, or within the
limits prescribed by the committee or Clerk; to enforce any
execution issued against any person for violating the above
market regulations, and sell at the market on five days notice,
any property levied on under said execution.
Attend marTo attend the market every day at sun-rise, and continue
ket.
his attendance thereat until 9 o'clock, A.M., and also on every
Saturday afternoon until the closing of the market, for the
purpose of aiding and assisting the Mayor or any Alderman,
or Clerk of the Market, in the performance and execution of
any of the duties devolved on any or either of them under
Penalty.
any market ordinance. In case of neglect, &c., fine not exceeding thirty dollars.
To take up any person sleeping or lying down upon the
market stalls in the night or day time; to execute all warrants
for market fines under the hand of the Mayor with the seal of
the city, directed to th.e Marshal of the city, or any constable
of the same .
.Arre!Jtp~rsons
To arrest any person who shall appear in any of the public
makrng
mde- streets, l anes, squares or d ock s 1n
. th"lS Cl"ty, 1n
. as t at eo f nak ed cent
exposure.
ness, or who shall wilfully make any indecent and public exposure of his or her person, or of any other person.
Take up and
To take up and impound any cow, heifer, ox, bull, steer, or
:'Ji?eu:'g~ng calf found going at large, and there at the pound to keep the
at large.
same till such penalty and all expenses of keeping be paid by
the owner or his agent, besides costs of advertising and sale;
and if the same be not paid within ten days after being taken
up, the animal so taken up shall be sold by the City Marshal,
on five days previous public notice, to the highest bidder, the
funds to be applied to the payment of the expenses of poundage ancl the penalty aforesaid, and the surplus to be paid over
to the owner.
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To take up any horse, gelding, mare, colt, filly, mule, or Thakeup&c
at
orses,
.,
jackass running or going at large in the city, if the owner l.arge.
thereof is unknown, and impound the same until the said fine
and costs are paid ; and if the said anima,). be not claimed in
ten days, it shall be the duty of the City Jl.farshal to sell the
same at the pound, giving at least five days notice in one of
the gazettes of the city, of the description of the animal and
the time and place of sale, and he shall pay the net proceeds,
after deducting the fine and costs, into the treasmy of the city,
subject to the order of Council, who may and shall cause it
to be paid to the owner of such animal so sold, when required.
To remove from the city, at the expense of the owner or Remove all
animals that
owners thereof, any horse, mare, gelding, colt, mule, ox, cow, appear olfen0
or calf, or any other animal of like kind, found at latge in the ~l;~t: the
city, whose appearance shall be offensive to the sight from its
poverty, sickness, or sores, and if any person shall resist or oppose any officer in the discharge of such duty, he or she shall
be fined a sum not exceeding fifty dollars.
To require the removal of any hides, cured or not, which Remove hides
Cl!
•
•
th e op1n1on
· ·
· injurious
olfensiVe to
or
may be ouens1ve,
or, 1n
of th e H ealth Offi cer, 1njurious to the health of the city, and should the owner, pos- health.
sessor, or claimant of such hides neglect or refuse to remove
the same within six hours from the period of his or her being
so required by the Marshal, the removal shall then be made
by the Marshal or any City Constable, at the expense of the
owner, possessor, or claimant, who shall in addition thereto,
for each and every such refusal or neglect, be fined in a sum
not exceeding fifty dollars.
To remove to a prorJer distance' at the expense of the owner chalf.
Remove rice
or agent, the chaff produced by a steam rice mill, when exposed in a large heap or any other manner, to the influence of the
sun and rain, within the distance of half a mile from the
present corporate limits of the city.
To see that the provisions of the ordinances of the city are Transporta.c
d agmns
. t all persons t ranspor t"mg uon,
.
b 01"lers, tion
. tly en1orce
st nc
etc. of iron,
hoop poles, timber, plank, board and lumber, crosswise and
not lengthwise upon their vehicles; also relative to vehicles
keeping to the right i;n passing over the paved roads.
To summon before the Mayor during the hours prescribed Summon of.
.
.
fenders before
for holding Pollee Court, all persons offendmg agamst the or- Police court.
di:q,ances of the city.

188

•

CITY

OFFICERS.

Impound any
That it shall be the duty of the Marshal, or other public
animal
hitched
. any anrma
. 1 h't
. by ordinance pro to a tree,
etc. officer, discovermg
1 ch ed as lS
hibited, viz: to any tree planted, or to any part of the fences,
railings, gates or enclosures of the ~ublic squares, places or
buildings, or to any one of the pubhc pum1JS or lam~ posts,
not only to file an information against t~e ow:ner, nder. or
driver of such animal, but to take the ammal 1tself and Impound it until the payment of all fines and costs which may
fall upon the offender, as well as the expense of impounding,
or until good and sufficient security shall be given for the
payment of such fines, costs and expenses.
Protect city
To arrest immediately and take to the guard house, there
property.
to be detained until discharged by the written order from the
Mayor, any person in any manner defacing, or writin~ or
causing to be written, any marks or letters with any matenals
whatsoever, upon any public or private buildings, or cutting,
destroying or injuring in any manner any of the public trees,
palings, benches, boxes, any other city property, or casting,
throwing or flinging any stones, brickbats or any other thing
in the squares, streets, lanes or alleys, or in any other public
place in the City of Savannah, or in, or at or against any of
the trees or boxes around the trees in said city.
Rafts, etc.
To serve summonses on persons confining, keeping or mooring, any lumber rafts, wood or timber, at any point or place
(other than the raft limits,) in the Savannah front river, for a
longer period than four days after the same has been brought
into the Savannah river within the city limits; also, by virtue of an execution issued by the Clerk of Council, to levy
upon said raft or rafts of lumber, wood or timber, and sell
the same after two days advertising, in case the fine and costs
are not paid within twelve hours after the same have been imposed. In case such rafts are moored as above longer than
four days, and no person appears to be the owner or have
charge thereof, then the Marshal shall seize such rafts andreport the facts to the Polie' Court, and after receiving the written order and direction of '·he person holding the Police Court
and advertising the sale for two days, he shall sell such rafts,
pay the :fine, costs and expenses, and the residue, if any, he
shall pay over to the owner of the rafts or any one authorized
by the owner to receive the same.
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. To sell at the court house· in this city, on the :6.rst Tuesday ren
Selltlotats
for
, xes,
in each month, all lots or other property for the collection of etc·
rent, taxes, etc., after advertising the same for thirty clays,
and stating (if real estate) the number of tything, ward,
square and street of the said lot or lots, and also the name or
names of the owner or owners of the said lot or lots as may
appear in the books of the Treasurer from the last person who
paid the rent, taxes or assessments, and in all cases the propMallinner
oalf
erty so advertised shall be fully described. When he offers to se
ng re
sell he must (in case of real estate advertised for rents, taxes, estate.
etc., clue to the city,) offer in the most publ,ic and audible
manner the described premises for lease for one year, and if
no bid be given therefor, he must offer the same publicly and
audibly for two years, and in the case of no bid then, he must
offer the premises for lease for ten years, and if no bid be
given at a lease of ten years, he shall then offer the same in
fee, subject to the conditions of the ordinances under which
the premises are held; and he is authorized to execute a lease
or leases or deed in fee simple for the premises sold. All
property advertised shall be placed in one column of the paper in which they are advertised, headed, "City Marshal Sales,"
and all sales of real estate sold under any city ordinance,
shall be superintended by a special committee of Council,
whose duty it shall be to attend such sales, and direct the
Marshal or officer selling, as circumstances matrequire. In
all notices given by the Marshal for the re-entry of lots' the Notices
entry. of rename or names of the owner or owners, or of the person or
persons who last paid rent, shall be inserted (with a full description of said lots,) in the advertisement.
To collect from the Superintendent of Streets and Lanes the
fees or moneys collected for delivering up impounded cattle
or other animals.
To remove from the squares, streets, lanes and alleys, any Remove ob. ber, b nc
. k , st ones or oth er rnat ena
. 1s .10r
.c
b Ul'ld'Ing, or fi re- from
structwns
t 1m
street.
wood, goods, wares and merchandise, or other bulky thing
whatsoever, and any vehicle which may remain there longer
than six hours. Also any booths, tent or other obstructions,
erected or placed in any square, street, lane or other place in
the City of Savannah, without the written consent of the
Mayor. Also any hole or pit dug in any square, street, lane
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or alley, whereby the free passage of persons on foot or on
horse-back, or in or with any carriage, may be in anywise obstructed or rendered unsafe, such removal to take place at the
proper expense of the person or person~ offending, if such
person or persons refuses or neglects to remove the same
forthwith, after notice given him, her or them, for that purPersons mo- pose. If any person or persons molest or trouble the Marlesting the
Marshal f\ned shal, such person or persons shall on conviction, be fined not
$100.
exceeding $100. The City Marshal is enjoined to notice and
report to the Mayor all encroachments, obstructions and
nuisances.
Employ carts
To employ any number of carts and wagons that may be
to remove all
· or
dirt.
necessary to remove, at the expense of th e persons ownmg
engaged in repairing any building, all dirt, litter or rubbish,
created by the erection or repair of any building, and remove
such litter, as shall remain on any of the streets, lanes or
squares more than five days, to the place of depositing the
Scavenger's filth, or to such other place as may be pointed out
by the Mayor or any of the Street and Lane Committee.
Pay of MarWhen the City Marshal shall be engaged in the removal of
~~~ ~~i~~ed. any encroachment or obstruction, under any ordinance, he
shall be entitled to receive ten dollars per day, whilst thus employed, and that all other person or persons acting under said
Marshal, shall receive such compensation as the Mayor, acting
Mayor, or Street and Lane Committee shall allow, not exceeding three dollars per day each, which charges shall be
paid by, or recovered against the person or persons interested
or concerned in the encroachment or obstruction so removed,
and who ought to have removed the same.
EncroachWhenever the City Marshal is ordered to remove or cause
~::g~!~.be to be removed any encroachment or obstruction, the same
shall be marked out and directed, under the superintendence
of the City Surveyor or the Street and Lane Committee, or a
special committee of Council, to be appointed for that purpose, and the said committee or officers are hereby authorized
to call to their aid and assistance the City Police, who are
hereby required and enjoined to aid and assist in the
premises.
Remove filth,
To remove any dirt, filth or rubbish, or any matter or rnarubbish, etc. terial whatsoever, therein, in any street, lane or square, by
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which the proper level is destroyed; in case the person making the nuisance refuses or neglects to remove the same forthwith after notice given, such removal to be at the expense of
the maker of the nuisance.
To see that when the master, owner or consignee, or any Ballast.
other person concerned, lands ballast from any vessel, he or
they shall immediately remove the same to such place as the
Marshal or Street and Lane Committee may point out.
To see that, with the Mayor's consent, no damaged cotton Damaged cot. . ton.
or any bulky merchandise en damaged by rain or water m 1ts
transportation to Savannah, is not exposed while in its wet
condition, more than three clays in any public place contiguous to the store or warehouse in which it is intended to be deposited when dry. Without the Mayor's consent, no such
exposur can take place at all, whether for three days or less,
or longer: also to see that no such exposure takes place in
any of the lanes, either of any hides or other articles of mer- Hides.
chandise whatever, which may be injurious to the health or
disgusting to the smell of the citizens; or of any cotton packed in bags.
To see that no person obstructs, blocks up, or in any manner interrupts with cotton or other merchandise, the free passage of any citizen on foot, or horseback, or in a carriage,
through any of the squares, streets or public places.
To report any one who shall dig or remove sand or earth, Digging sand.
or deposit sand, earth or other material at any point under the
bluff, or any where else upon the public domain, or in the
streets or lanes, without the written authority of the Chairman of the Committee on Streets and Lanes.
To place a good and sufficient pavement or sidewalk of first Pavements.
quality of brick or flag stones, the curb of which shall in every
instance be of curb stones, along the whole length and depth
of a lot which may front on any street or square of the city,
whenever the owner of the lot does not do so after six months
notice, said pavement to be of the width prescribed by ordinance, and of the height and level marked out by the City
Surveyor, and to be placed at the expense of the owner or lessee of the lot, the City Treasurer issuing execution therefor
against the owner or lessee, which execution the Marshal shall
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levy and collect as all other executions for taxes and assessments on real estate are levied and collected.
To keep in good order and repair all pav~ments requiring
the same in case the owner of the lot, or h1s agent, does not
do so within thirty days after notice given by the Marshal, the
same to be done in the manner above pointed out as to pavements.
.
To levy execution against the ship or other vessel, for fa1l~~M~~~

.

To levy execution upon the goods and chattels, and 1f none
:f.~~ts~1~~~~- to be found, on the lands and tenements of the offender, and
ous liquors. after advertising the same for fifteen days, to sell the same f?r
payment of the fine (costs and expenses) imposed by Co unCI!,
or Police Court, against any person violating any o_f _the ord~
nances relative to retailers of malt, vinous, or sp1ntuous hquors. If no property, then to serve such mittimus as may be
necessary to enforce the collection of the fine, costs and ex~ne&
.
To sell at the pound all goats impounded by the C1ty Police, upon three days notice, and pay the net proceeds of sale,
deducting costs, into the city treasury.
.
To remove, as a nuisance, any building passmg through the
streets, whenever he receives the written instructions of the
Mayor.
Executions
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CITY PRINTER.
ORDINANCES,
I. Electiol! of City Printer.
duties.

His 2. City Printer shall give bond, and
in addition to his other duties
shall publish Mayor's annual report, and Treasurer's annual fiscal statement, etc.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 26th January, 1854.

1. Council shall, at the first regular meeting in every J ann- Election of
. Prmter,
.
. shall be to pu bl"rsh th e Duties.
City Printer.
ary, elect a C1ty
whose duty 1t
minutes of Council, whenever they shall be furnished to him
by the Clerk, and as soon thereafter as practicable, and also to
publish all new ordinances and old ordinances when required,
all notices, orders, proclamations issued by or under the authority of Council or committees thereof, or the officers thereof, the Mayor or acting Mayor.
Ordinance 24th December, 1857.

2. Each and every City Printer hereafter elected shall Bond, $1,000.
give bond in the sum of one thousand dollars, with two or
more securities, to be approved by the Mayor, conditioned for
the faithful performance of the duties of the office of City
Printer, and that in addition to the duties prescribed by the
existing ordinances, it shall be his duty to publish the May- Tt<?publishtcflram rep or s.
or's annual report, and the Treasurer's annual fiscal statement
and all new bills or ordinances when read the first time. Also
to publish the registry li~t of voters at the times and in the
manner prescribed by the laws of the State of Georgia.
13
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I

CITY SURVEYOR.
ORDINANCES.
8. Paving lots must conform to_ the
1. Election of City Surveyor: .
level and inclinations prescnbed
2 _ The foundation of no bmldmg
by Surveyor.
to be laid on the line of a lot
unless line is first ascertained 9. Owners aggrieved by acts of
Surveyor have right of appeal
by Surveyor, and no building ~o
to Council.
be placed unless Surveyor lS
present. Duty to report all_en- 10. Surveyor to make surveys of
Springfield Plamation ; to make
croachments, and on· apphcaall city grades and grade pave·
tion to stake off lot.
ments.
3 His fees.
4·. Surveyor to keep map of each 11. Duty of City Surveyor to supe:·
intend and exam in e public
tyLhing.
works and improvements ; to
To
mark
out
encroachments,
_
5
lay out squares and parks and
obstructions, &c.
fix position of trees.
_
To
level
and
graduatesquares,
6
12. Office of Deputy Surveyor ere·
streets, lanes, &c.
ated. His election.
7. Height of sidewalks.

ORDINANCES, AS AME~~DED.
. .
ch and
On the first regular meeting of Counml m_ ea
City Surveyor
1.
S .. yor for the city shall be appomted, who
elected.
every January, a un e
.
f h · flice enter into
shall, b~fore he enter~ i_nto _thet~:lt~::a~ su~ ~f t,;o thousand
bond ' w1th two secuut1es, lm
It performance of the cluties
Bond, $2,000.
dollars, for the fl1ithfL:l anc corfTtehc 'ty and the saicl Survey'b l b the orchnances o
e Cl ' '
f
prescn ec Y
'b d b the ordinances o
or
shall
take
the
usual
oath
prescn
e
y
Oath.
thP city to the officers thereof.
lll the faunSurveyor to
2 No lot holder or ocCUlJier of any l?t, sha ay t or art
ascertain line
:
f
buildino- or fence on the hne of ltny lo
.P .
of lot, etc.
dahon o any
.
o . d b him or her, unless such hne 1S
of a lot, owned or occup1e y
d after the line as
. d b th c ·ty Surveyor, an '
first ascertame
~ e 1h
r occupier shall not place
aforesaid is ascertamed, sue owner o
Ordinance 19th August, 1839.
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any building, fence or other thing appertaining thereto, so as
to affect. the right of the city, and unless the said Surveyor is
present (except as is hereinafter specified). And it shall be Dutytoreport
encroachthe duty of the City Surveyor to report to the Mayor or Conn- all
ments.
cil, all encroachments by individuals or otherwise that now
exist or that may hereafter be made on the public squares,
streets, lanes, clocks or commons of the city; and it shall also
be the duty of the City Surveyor, on the application of any
lot holder, to attend and stake off such lot, within twenty-four
hours after such application is made.
3. The City Surveyor shall be entitled to demand andre- Fees.
ceive the following fees, to wit:
For surveying a lot and finding and placing stakes
eighteen inches long at the angles of said lot. . . . . $2 00
For attendance and directing the placing a house or
fence ....... ,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 00
For sub-dividing a lot already laid off.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 00
4. It shall be the duty of the City Surveyor to keep a com- To l<eep a map
plete map of each tything in this city, on a scale of twenty feet r:g-~~~~o\!dt~i-te
t 0 one 1nc
. h , t o b e boun d 1n
. a sm'tabl e b oo k , an d th ere1n
. re- ings.
etc., of bmldcord the site and dimensions of all buildings in such tything,
and on the margin and at the foot of such map make a note
of such delineations of such buildings or improvements and
the date of hit; attendance; and the said City Surveyor shall, Deliver to his
. d, d e11ver
.
. successor 1n
. office successor
all
wI1en t l1e1·eto requue
over to lns
records, etc.
all records and documents which relate or appertain to the
duties thereof.
5. Whenever the City Marshal is ordered, under the pro vis- Mark out en.
croachments,
wns
of th'IS ar t'IC1e, t o remove or cause t o b e remove d any en- obstructions,
croachment or obstruction, the same shall be marked out and etc.
directed, under the superintendence of the City Surveyor, or
the Street and Lane Committee, or a special committee of Council to be appointed for that purpose, and the said committee or
officers are hereby authorized to call to their aid and assistance
the City Police., who are hereby required and enjoined to aid
and assist in the premises.
6. As soon as Council shall deem it expedient, the Com- Graduate and
.
level squares,
m1ttee
of Streets and Lanes shall proceed, with the aid of the streets,
lanes,
City Surveyor and Marshal, to graduate and level the several etc.
squares, streets and lanes within the city, or such parts there-
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of as to the said committee may seem necessary, and to cause
the said squares, streets and lanes to be cut down or raised up,
as may be necessary, in order to produce a proper level, and
the said City Surveyor shall determine the proper standard of
elevation, whereby to regulate the same.
Height of side
7. No person shall be permitted to increase or lower the
walks.
height of the sidewalks in front of his or h er lots above or beThe level or
low the level or grade directed by the City Surveyor and a
grade d1rected
bytheSurvey- majoritv of the Street and Lane Committee. And no person,
or. etc.
. .
without• t h e permisswn
of t h e S treet an d L ane Commi"ttee,
shall throw any dirt, filth or rubbish, or any matter or material whatsoever, in any street, lane or square, by which the
proper level as established, may be destroyed. And all offenders and encroachments against the provisions of this section
shall be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars ; and in
addition the sidewalks shall be raised or lowered to the proper
level at his or her expense.
Pa vin~r lots.
8. Whenever any person owning or leasing, or possessing
any lot, shall pave or in any manner alter the surface of a public street in front of his lot, he shall be bound to conform to
To grade and the levels and inclinations marked and prescribed by the City
stake down the
place to be
Surveyor, whose duty it shall be to grade and stake down the
paved, etc.
.
.
place to be paved or otherwise altered, both on the hne of the
lots and the limits hereinbefore determined on the street, driving a stake at every ten feet of line, and the said Surveyor
shall attend within five days after he shall be requested to do
so. And any pavements hereafter to be made which shall not
conform to the provisions of this section, shall be considered
an encroachment and may be removed, and the person so violating the same, or the owner, lessee or possessor of the lot, may
be fined by the Mayor or acting Mayor presiding at the Police
Court, in a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, and a like
penalty may be inflicted upon any person who shall alter the
position of any o:f'1Ue stakes so placed by the City Surveyor.
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Ordinance 29th August, 1852.

10. It shall be the duty of the City Surveyor to make for To make sur. all necessary surveys of t h e Spnng
· fi eld Pl an t a t•wn, an d field
veysofSprmgthe mty,
planta1
all city grades, and other duties required by the different com- ~~ande~~ g<;.':ae
mittees of Council for public purposes, also the laying down pavements.
of pavements.
Ordinance 29th December, 1853.

11. It shall be the duty of the City Surveyor, in addition To ~uperin. . ora·mances, un d er th e amine
tend and ex. now prescn"b ecl by existing
~ublic
t 0 t h e d uties
direction of the Mayor or the Committee on Streets and Lanes, ~r~::~~~is,
· t en d an d examme
· any pu bl"IC work or 1mprovemen
·
t squares
etc., lay and
out
t o superm
in progress in the city, to lay out the public squares and parks, ~i~l;~·o~xtfe~~
and fix the position of trees to be plan~ed in the squares,
parks or streets.
Ordinance 16th March, 1870.

12. That the office of Deputy City Surveyor be and is here. Deputy C.Ity Surveyor shall be chargby created, and that said
ed with the duty of assisting the City Surveyor in all work
allotted by said Surveyor to such Deputy. Such Deputy shall
be elected by the City Council, and shall, unless removed for
cause, hold his office until the first regular meeting of Council in January next, when, and annually thereafter, there shall
be an election for one year. Said Deputy Surveyor shall give
a bo:rtd with security, as in the case of the Surveyor, and shall,
like other city officers, be subject to removal from office for
inefficiency or for neglect of duty.

Officcof Depu·
tv Surveyor
created.
His election.

Ordinance 2d July, 1840.

9. Any owner of a lot who shall consider him or herself
~i~~I~n~~~ar aggrieved by the acts of the City Surveyor and Street and Lane
to council
Committee, shall have the right to appeal to Council for its
decision.

owners ag-

•
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CITY TREASURER.
ORDINANCES.
1. City Treasurer's office in the

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9. Treasurer to issue execution if
Exchange . Fees.
taxes not paid by 1st of May,
Duty to collect rates for landing
and deliver such executions to
goods, etc., on Canal lots, also
the Marshal, taking his receipt
for goods shipped therefrom.
therefur, to be delivered to the
Duty to deposit in Bank Eelect·
Mayor. Fee, 50 cents on each
ed by the Mayor.
execution.
Duty to take tax returns.
10. Synopsis of other duties.
11. Election of Assistant Treasurer.
Manner of making returns.
Oath of person making return. 12. Assistant Treasurer subject to
Treasurer to preserve returns
direction of Treasurer.
and keep an alphabetical digest.
Within ten days after digest is
ratified by M a yo r , &c., the
Treasurer shall insert the am·
ount of taxes and give notice of
the rate of ad valorem tax assessed and when his office will
be open for receipt of taxes.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 2d August, 1839.
City Treasurer's office in
Exchange.
Hours, 9 to 2.
Duty to attend
Council, etc.
Account for
moneys, etc.

1. The City Treasurer sliall also keep his office at the Exchange, and attend thereat daily (Sundays excepted), from 9
A. M., to 2 P.M.; and in addition to the other duties which
are prescribed by the ordinances which are now in force or
which may be hereafter ordained, it shall be the duty of the
said Treasurer to attend the Council, the Mayor, or any of the
Aldermen wheneverthereto required; and he shall also, whenever required by the Council, Mayor, acting Mayor, or Finance
Committee, well and truly account for all moneys by him received, and in what manner the same has been expended; and
he shall not, without the order of the City Council or under
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. the direction of some ordinance, pay any sum of money out
of the tl:easury, and he shall keep just, regular and fa.ir books
of account, and other books necessary to carry out the provisions of any o\:dinance passed in reference to his office or duties; and he shall furnish to the Committee of Finance a bal- ~~~~!sgo:FJ,:
ance sheet of his ledger monthly.
J::'i1t;~c~ 0s't~~[.
He shall receive, for the use of the city, the following fees, Fees.
to be paid by the person requiring the service, or liable for the
same, viz: For every search, twenty-five cents; for every certificate or extract, thirty-five cents.
Ordinance 1st December, 1831.

2. The Treasurer shall receive for the use of the city, the ~~~~~~~~~et~
several rates hereinafter mentioned and referred to for the for
landing
goods, etc, on
landing of produce and other goods, at the lots belonging to Canal lots, also
.
.
.
.
for goods shipthiS corpomtwn, situated on the canal at the western sectwn ped therefrom
of this city, for shipping •of the same, and for storage thereof,
to wit:
For wood, twenty-five cents per cord; lightwood posts, cedar posts, and other logs, each one-half cent. And on all other
produce or goods, the same rates as are established by an act
of the Legislature, passed on the twenty-second of December,
eighteen hundred arrcl twenty-nine, entitled" An act to establish rates of dockage, wharfage and storage in the City of
Savannn.h, and to repeal all laws and parts of laws militating
against the same;" for shipping of produce and goods the same
rates as for landing; goods or produce lying on a lot longer
than two nights after two working days, and also for every
week thereafter, shall be subject to the payment of landing
rates.
If any person or persons shall ship from ' or land at' or cause p1ng
Persons shipor lA.udto be shipped from, or landed at, or suffer to remain on any ~~'i.~~~~~·s~~e
or either of the said canal lots within the City of Savannah, urer.
to City Treasany fire-wood, lumber, rice, cotton, or any produce or merchandise whatever, subject to the payment of the foregoing rates,
he, she or they, as the case may be, shall make a return thereof under oath, within forty-eight hours after the charges shall
have been incurred, to the City Treasurer; and any person or
persons refusing or neglecting to make return as is herein re- Penalty,
quired, shall, for each offence, on conviction before the Police Court, be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollfl,rs,
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Ordinance 19th February, 1857.
To deposit in
the bank selected by the

Mayor.

3. It shall be the duty of the City Treasurer to deposit all
the money or other funds of the city which shall come to his
hands, in such bank or banks of the city, as shall, from time
to time, be designated or selected by the Mayor of said city.
Tax Ordinance 29th October, 1857.

4. Each and every person, and each and every corporation
. th'IS Cl'ty, or ownmg,
.
. possessub'JeCt t o t axa t'10n In
or h avmg
sion or charge of property subject to taxation in this city, in
his, her or their own right, or in the right of any other person
or persons, as parent, guardian, executor, administrator, trustee, agent, or in any other manner whatseever, shal"lmake a
return thereof to the City Treasurer, at the time or t:ib:J.es required by ordinance, and the returns of corporations shall be
made by some officer thereof.
Mannerofma5. Each and every such return shall contain a full, true
king returns.
and particular account of all the property, real and personal,
of every kind and nature whatsoever, except such property,
real or personal, as may be exempt from taxation, and except
such property, real or personal, as is required to be r..,turned
at some other time or in some other manner, which the said
person or persons, or corporation, making such retm:n, owned
To be made as or bad possession or charg·e of on. the first day of January in
of 1st day of
'
J~rou.!lry, de-. such year, or such other time or times as by any tax or other
scnbmg partt.
cu!arly.
ordmance may be required, in his, her, or its or their own right,
or in the right of any other person or persons, or corporations,
as parent, guardian, executor, administrator, trustee, agent, or
in any other manner whatsoever; and all such property, real
and personal, shall be particularly set out in such returns, and
all articles of property upon which any specific tax may be
imposed, shall also be particularly set forth; and all property
mentioned, as aforesaid, in said return, except real property,
Property to be and property specifically taxed, shall be returned at the curreturned at
the current or rent or market value thereof, on the first day of Jan nary next
market
value prece a·mg th e t'1me of sueh re t urn, or sue h oth er t'1me as may
on lstJan'ry.
be required by ordinance.
6. The person making such return, either for him or herself, or as agent for any other person or persons, or for any
corporation, shall be required on making the same, to take
To take ta':' returns1st
on 01 before
Feb'y.
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and subscribe the following oath or affirmation, viz: "I (A. ~~~iggg~on
B.) do solemnly swear (or affirm) that the return I now give return.
in is a full, true and particular account of all the property,
real and personal, subject to taxation within and under the
orllinances of the City of Savannah, except such as I have been
required to xeturn at some other time, which I owned, or had
charge of, or possession of, on the first day of January of the
present year, in my own right, or in the right of any other
person or persons, or corporation, as parent, guardian, executor, administrator, trustee, agent, or in any other manner
whatsoever; and that the property to which I have been required to affix a value in said return, is not worth more than
the value I have therein affixed to it, to the best of my knowledge and belief. So help me God." And in all cases where a
return of any property, profits, income, or calling, or occupation whatever, is required to be made, the person making such
return, whether he or she make such return in his or her own
name, or as agent of any other person or persons, or of any
corporation, or as a presiding officer of any corporation, shall,
in like manner, be required to swear to the truth of such return.
7· It shall be the duty of the City Treaslli'er' to preserve Treasurer
to
preserve re~
all such returns, and to keep an alphabetical digest of all per- tkurns
and h
eep an a1p asons and property subject to taxation, arranged according to betical digest,
etc.
the classification prescribed, with the value thereof, where the
value is required, whether such value be determined by assessors, as prescribed, or by the oath of the party returning the
same, and with the name of the person returning the same;
leaving a column in which shall be set clown the amount of
tax that each person shall be required to pay; and such digest
shall include all specific taxes whatsoever, at whatever time
such specific taxes may be required to be paid; and it shall be
the duty of the said Treasurer to have the said digest com- ~~~e5M~db~n
pleted on or before the first day of March in each year, and to ~~ :!~~~~&oto
return the same forthwith to the Mayor of said city.
Mayor.
8. It shall be the duty of the said Treasurer, within ten Tr"asurer to
.
.
.
insert amount
days after the confirmatiOn or ratificatiOn of such assessment of taxes, give
by the said Mayor and Aldermen, to complete his digest by in- notice, etc.
serting therein the amount of taxes to be paid by each and
every person or persons, and corporation; and immediately
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upon the completion of the same, to give public notice, by
advertisement in all the public gazettes of the city, of the time
when his office will be open for the receipt of taxes.
To issue exe9. It shall be the duty of the said Treasurer, immediately
cutions and
deli l'er such
after
failure by any person to pay his or her taxes, to issue
e <ecutions to
the Marshal. executions against all persons, or corporations, wJ:to may have
neglected or refused to pay their said taxes, for the amount of
taxes due by him, her, or them, and he shall deliver all such
executions to the Marshal of said city, taking his receipt for
the same, in which said receipt shall be specified the name or
names of the person or persons, or corporation, against whoil:)
the said execution shall be issued, and the date thereof, an<f
the amount due on the same, and the Treasurer shall be enFeesonexecu- titled to receive the sum of fifty cents for every su-ch executwns.
.
f
twn, rom the person or persons, or corporation, against whom
the same shall be issued, and be shall also be entitled to receive the sum of fifty cents for every execution issued by him
under the provisions of any ordinance, from the person or
persons, or corporation, against whom the same shall be issued.
Treasurer's
other duties.

Accounts.
Bond, $20,000.
Bonds and
coupons.

Cemeteries.

10.

SYNOPSIS OF TREASURER'S DUTIES NOT MENTIONED
ABOVE.

To receive from the Clerk of Council all accounts passed by
Council, register and pay the same.
To give bond in the penal sum of $20,000 for the faithful
performance of the duties of his office.
To sign all city bonds and coupons when issued; to number and keep a register of such bonds; to pay the bonds and
interest coupons when due at his office in Savannah, and those
due in New York to remit the money therefor.
To receive the purchase money from the purchasers of lots
in Laurel Grove Cemetery, and keep such money separate from
all other money in the treasury, to be used only for adorning,
&c., s~id cemetery. Every two weeks to receive from the
keeper of said cemetery the fees for digging graves, opening
vaults, and the fees and charges for the public vault, and all
other public moneys, and add the same to the fund arising
from sales of lots.

CITY TREASURER.
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To receive from the Clerk of the City Court his quarterly City Court.
return of city tax fees.
To receive from purchasers of city lots, the twenty per cent. City Domain.
of valuation and increase money bid therefor, and give receipt
therefor endorsed on the title; to collect from owners of city
lots, their quarterly or other payments of ground rents.
In taking tax returns, to administer the oath relative to Dogs.
dogs.
To receive from the Harbor Master, every month, a full HarborMaster
and formal report (together with the moneys) of harbor fees
received by him. (The names of the vessels and the charges
against each to be specified.)
Every two weeks to receive the returns and payments from Jailer.
the Ja~ler of all sums received by him as Jailer, and preserve
the returns on file in his office.
To receive from the City Marshal a statement of the rents Market stalls.
or sales (together with the moneys) of market stalls, and every
week to receive from the Clerk of the Market all moneys Markettees.
which he may receive as such clerk.
Every two weeks to receive from the City Marshal and Clerk Officers.
of Council all public moneys collected by them.
To issue executions for the amount of costs and charges Pavements.
against the owner or lessee of a lot, where the Marshal has had
the pavement laid or repaired.
To receive from the Secretary or Water Registrar, every two water works.
weeks, all water rents collected by him, and to keep an account current with the Water Works, of receipts and expenditures, and to place to the credit of the Water Works all fines
received for penalties under the ordinances relating to the
Water Works.
To make out and hand to the Mayor a yearly balance sheet Yearlybal. l an d pa1'd th rough tl1e c1'ty ancesheet.
or statement of a11 moneys rece1vec
treasury, from the 1st of October to the 30th of September inclusive-so as to enable the Mayor to make his annual report
on the second Monday in October.
Ordinance lOth August, 1864.

11. Council shall, at the first regular meeting of Conn cil Election of
·
.
Assi~tant
m January of each and every year, elect an Assistant Treasur- Treasurer.
er, who shall give a bond with two approved securities in the
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penal sum of ten thousand dollars, conditioned foi· the faith.ful performance of his duties, and shall receive for his services
at the rate of eighteen hundred dollars per annum.
Aesistant
12. Said Assistant Treasurer sl1all be subject to the direcTreasurer subjt:ct to direc- tion of the Treasurer, and competent to perform any of the
t10n of Treas.
duties of the office to whiCh he may be assigned by the Treasurer.
urer, and shall be amenable to Council in the same manner as
the Treasurer.

ARTICLE

XVIII.

COAL AND WOOD.
ORDINANCES.

1. Coal to be sold by weight- 2240
pounds for a ton.
2. Duty of Police Officers to inform
against offenders.
3. Coal to be sold by weight except
that measured by government,
and cargo sales to retailers.
4. Duties of each weigher.
5. Wood to be sold from rack ol'
wagon, and same to be stamped
by weigher of coal.

6. Penalty $30, or any less sum.
7. Wagons to have baclges.
8. Wood rack on wagon to be so ar·
ranged as to show true measure·
ment, or not to be stamped.
Stamp good for one year.
9. Coal or wood wagon, or wood
rack if altered, to have a new
stamp.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 6th March, 1856.
Coal to be sold
. 1. That from and after the first day of May, 1856, all coal
by weightlbs. for a shall be sold by weight, and that 2240 lbs. shall be demanded
ton.

2240

for a ton, and that any seller of coal failing to have the same
sold in accordance with this article, shall be fined the sum of
thirty dollars for each offence.
Police officers
2. It shall be the duty of all police officers to inform
to inform
against all
against
all offenders of this article, and that all fines collected
otfenders.
shall be divided between the city and the informer.
Penalty $30.

\
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Ordinance 30th December, 1858.

3. That his Honor the Mayor cause to be selected a suita- Coal to he sold
. to erect a platform an d pu t up seal es an d cept,
by we1ght, exble site on whiCh
etc.
other necessary appurtenances, for the weighing of all coal sold
in the city, except such as is sold from ships or vessels arriving from foreign ports and sold by government measure, and
~ other coal as is sold by the cargo to retailers; which said
platform and scales shall be put up at the expense of the city.
4. That the City Council shall elect a Weigher of Coal, to Coal weigher,
. offi ce 10r
-" one year, wl10 sh a11 give
. b onel m
. th e sum of etc.
duties, fees,
hold his
one thousand dollars, with good security, and be sworn to the
faithful discharge of his duties, as set out in this article, and
also shall weigh all coal sold by retail to consumers in the city, Platform
on the said platform and scales; for which service the said scales.
Weigher shall receive sixteen cents for every ton so weighed,
one-half to be lJaid by the seller, and the other half to be paid
by the purchaser; and it shall be the duty of the Weigher in all
cases to furnish to the buyer a statement, in writing, of each
load weighed, as aforesaid; and that the Weigher may, on as- Wagon weigh.
. ht of any wagon empl oyed m
. carrymg
. ed.
ed and stampcertainmg
the weig
coal, stamp on such wagon the true weight as the tare to be
allowed on weighing coal in that wagon, and which shall be
good for one year, and for which the owner of the wagon shall
pay said Weigher fifty cents.
5. That each seller of wood in the city, shall supply him- Wood to be
sold from rack
.
.
self With a wood rack or wagon, on whiCh shall be stamped or wagon, and
the city mark, the same to be impressed by the Weigher of ~~~r:n~d ~v
Coal ; and no person shall be permitted to sell wood in said :o~~her of
city, except from such wood rack or wagon, on which shall be
clearly marked the quantity of wood to be contained therein,
whether by the cord, half, or quarter cord; and the owner of
every such rack or wagon shall pay to the Weigher of Coal,
for every such stamp or impression, the sum of fifty cents.
6. That every seller of coal or wood, who shall vend or sell Penalty $30. •
the same, without having first had such coal weighed or such
wood measured, as aforesaid, shall, for every such offence, forfeit and pay to the city the sum of thirty dollars or any less
sum, and the Weigher of Coal shall be subject to the same
penalty for every refusal, when called on to perform any of the
duties hereinbefore required of him.

COTTON, RICE, ETC.
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Wagons to
have badges.

7. That the owner of every. wood wagon contemplated by
this article, shall be compelled to take out a badge, as in the
case of other wagons, and pay for such badge the sum of eight
dollars and fifty-six cents, if drawn by one horse, and fifteen
dollars and fifty-six cents if drawn by two horses, to the Clerk
of Council, under the same penalty as in other cases of refusal to take out a badge.
Ordinance 2d August, 1860.

Arrangement
of wood rack
or wagon.

8. Every wagon or wood rack shall be so divided or set off
into compartments, or otherwise so constructed, as to show, by
easy measurement, the precise lawful length, width and height
of every cord, half and quarter cord of wood offered for sale;
and that no wagon or wood rack shall be stamped by the
Stamp good
for one year. Weigher of Coal, unless so divided or set off'; and .such stamp
shall be good only for one year from the time of stamping.
If altered to
9. That when any coal wagon shall be so repaired or added
have anew
stamp.
to as to change its weight, the owner or employer of the same
shall immediately have the same re-stamped- such re-stamping to be good only for one year from its date; and the like
provision as to re-stamping shall apply to every wood wagon
or rack, where the repairs or alterations of the same shall diminish the capacity of any of the compartments; and it shall
always be in the discretion of the purchaser of coal or wood,
to have such re-weighing of the coal wagon, and re-measurement of the wood wagon or rack, unles~ the same be re-stamped immediately after such repairs or alterations.

...

201

ARTICLE XIX.

COTTON, RICE, ETC.
STATUTES, IRWIN' S CODE.
1. 0 w n e r ship of Cotton not 6. Copartners when liable.
7. Oath of Weigher.
changed until paid for.
2. Penalty for failing to pay for 8. Oath when taken to be filed in
Ordinary's office.
cotton , etc.
9. Tare on Rice.
3. Penalty for failing to pay accepted draft or bill of exchange 10. Tare in other cases.
11. No deduction for turn of scales.
4. Not to be convicted- when.
5. Acceptance prima facie evi- 12. Corporate authorities may make
further provisions for weighing.
dence-

ORDINANCES.
1. One of the weighers of cotton,
etc., to be located in Market
square.
2. Cotton, etc., to be weighed on
application.
3. No applicants. Cotton, Rice
and Lumber pay no city tax.

4. Cotton or other merchandise
not be landed at any of the
public wharves, or remain in
any street, etc., longer than six
hours, or when wet exposed in
the streets, etc., or when injurious to health. Free passage
of citizens not to be interrupted
by Cotton, etc.

STATUTES, IRWIN'S CODE.
1. §1589. Cotton, corn, rice, or other products sold by ownership of
etc.,
. . mereh ants on cas h sal e, sh all not be cotton,
p1an t ers an d commisswn
not chang-ed
'd
d
th
f
h
b
h
h'
untilpaidfor.
cons1 ere as
e property o t e uyer, or t e owners 1p
given up, until the same shall be fully paid for, although it
may have been delivered into the possession of the buyer.
2. §1590. j,.ny person engaged in the business of buying Penalty for
failing
to pay
sueh commo d1't'1es, e1'th er on h'IS own accoun t or "10I' oth ers, for
cotton,
etc.
who shall buy such on sale from a planter or commission
merchant for cash, and shall fail or refuse to pay for the same,
and shall make way with or dispose of the same before he
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shall have paid therefor, shall be deemed guilty of fraud and
embezzlement, and shall be liable, on conviction, to be imprisoned in the penitentiary for a term not Jess than one year,
nor more than five years, at the discretion of the court.
Penalty for
3 §1591 [If any person shall accept in writing any bill of
faJlmg to pay
·
·
.
.
accepted draft exchange or draft drawn upon him, in the body of whiCh b1ll
or b!ll of ex'
.
. .
change.
or draft shall be specified the amount for whiCh 1t IS drawn,
and the time when it is payable, and that it is drawn against
certain bales of cotton, enumerating them and referring to
their marks on the margin, and that the same were sent to the
drawee of said bill or draft, subject to the payment of said
bill or draft to the payee or his or er, to whom the title to
said cotton was conveyed, and after such acceptance, shall fail
or refuse to pay to such payee or his order, when the bill or
draft shall fall due, the full amount of the proceeds of the
sale of said cotton, if sold by such acceptor, or shall fail or
refuse to deliver to the payee or his order, the bales of cotton
specified in said bill or draft when demanded, after non-payment of said bill or draft, then such acceptor shall be guilty
of a high misdemeanor, and, on conviction, shall be punished by confinement in the penitentiary for not less than
one, nor more than five years, at the discretion of the
court.]
Not to be con4. §1592. [No person shall be convicted under the provicted-when. VISions
. .
of the preced'.mg sec t'wn, 1'f h e can sh ow th at th e
cotton received by him was destroyed by accident, or that he
was fraudulently or forcibly deprived of the possession thereof,
or of the value of the same after it was sold.]
Acceptance
5. §1593. [The acceptance in writing of the bills of ex~~:f~~~~~ie
change or drafts, specified in section 1591, shall be held as
p1·ima facie evidence of the value of the receipt by the acceptor of the cotton specified therein, and p1·ima facie evidence
of the value being the amount specified in the bill or draft.]
Copartners6. §1594. [If such bill or draft shall be drawn on, and acwhen liable.
cepted by a mercantile co-partnership in the name of the firm,
each of the co-1Jartners shall be held pTima facie liable to all
the provisions of the three preceding sections.]
Oath of one
7. §1595. It shall not be lawful for any salesman, or other
weighing
cot- person, in any of the mtles,
· ·
t owns, or Vl'11 ages of th'lS Sta te, or
ton
and rice.
at any rail road station or depot, to weigh any bale, bag, or
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p~age of cotton, tierce or half tierce of rice, or any other artiCle of produce disposed of by weight, without first taking
and subscribing an oath before some person authorized by law
to administer it, that he will justly, impattially and without
deduction, weigh all such produce and all other articles of
produce disposed of by weight that may be shown to him for
that pt:rpose, and tender a true account thereof to the party
or parties concerned, if so required. The weigher may, nevertheless, make such deductions for wet weather or other cause
which may be reasonable, when the seller or his agent shall
thereto consent, and for such tare as may by law be allowed;
but no tare shall ever be allowed on bales of unmanufactured
co~ton, except the usual deduction of two pounds from the
we1ght of every bag of cotton having knobs or tugs thereon.
8. §1596. Such oath, when taken, must be filed in the Oath when
Cl e1·1{' s offi ce of tl1e I n1enor
1!
•
•
takenintoOrdibe
Court [now Ordinary
J and a filed
minute made there'o f; and if any person weighs such ~roduce nary's office.
without having taken and filed such oath, he, and the factor
or person who may employ him, are liable each twenty dollars
for every bag of cotton, five dollars for every tierce of rice,
twenty-five cents for every bushel of corn, and one-third the
;alue of any other product so weighed-one-half to go to the
mformer, the other half to the educational fund of the county.
9. §1597. 'l'he tare to be allowed on rice shall be the ac - T are on nee.
·
tual tare as nearly as can be determined, except in cases of the
sale of a single tierce, half tierce, or barrel, when a tare of ten
per centum shall be allowed, unless otherwise agreed on between the buyer and seller.
10. §1598. In other cases where. tare is usually allowed, Tare in other
the actual tare as nearly as the same can be ascertained, shall cases.
be allowed, except where the seller and purchaser may expressly agree upon a different rule.
11.
§1599. It shall not be lawful for any purchaser or N o deduction
·
.
wmgher to make any deduction from the weight of any article ~g~1:.rn of
for or on account of the draft or turn of the scales or steelyard, under a penalty, for every such offence, of five hundred
dollars, to be recovered in any court having jurisdiction, onehalf to go to the informer by whom the suit may be brought,
and the other half to the ttse of the county where the offence
may be committed.
14
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12. §1600. The corporate authorities of all cities and
:~~~'i~r~~~ towns may make such further regt~lations for the_ we~ghing ?f
i~~~~f~~~~g, produce of all descriptions, includmg fe~s for weighmg, as_ m
etc.
their judgment may tend to effect the obJects o~ th~ foregomg
provisions, ancl the Inferior Courts [now Ordmanes] of _th e
respective counties shall have the same power,_ ~o be exercised
outside the jurisdictions of said incorporated Cities and towns;
but until altered by such authorities or courts, fees for
weighing sh all be such as are now fixed by law.

corporate au-
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injurious to h ealth, or disgusting to the smell of the citizens,
be so exposed; nor cotton not packed in bags. Nor can any ~f~~r~!~a~~t
to be interPerson "obstruct ' block up ' or in any manner interrupt with rupted.
cotton or other merchandise, the free passage of any citizens,
on foot or horseback, or in a carriage, through any of the public squares, streets, or places whatever," under penalty of "a Penalty $100.
fine not exceeding one hundred dollars for each and every offence. "

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 15th March, 1857.

1. One of the weighers of cotton, rice, tobacco, and other
~oeifo~~r~t~f. to goods, appointed under and by virtue of this article, shall be
~a~~"e~t:~tf!.'re located in Market square, and the others at convenient places,
one of the·

whose duty it shall be, upon application for that purpose made
to them, to weigh all such cotton, rice, tobacco, and o~her articles presented, for which they shall severally be entitled to
Fees.
the following fees, to be paid by the person selling the same :
for each bale of cotton, 6-l- cents, including labor at the scales;
for each tierce of rice, 6-l- cents; for each hhd. tobacco, 6-lcents; and for other goods agreeably to rates prescribed in
the usual rules of the Chamber of Commerce.
2· All cotton ' rice' or tobacco may, at the direction of th.e
Cotton, et c., t o
be w.eighed on purchaser seller or shipper be weighed by any one of the
application.
'
'
.
.
.
weighers appointed by virtue of this article, whose duty It
shall be, on application being made to him, to weigh said articles.
.
3· Cotton, rice and lumber pay no city tax, except on
Co tt on, r1ce
and lumber
gross
sales by commission merchants-one tenth of one per
nay no mty tnx
centum.
4. Cotton Or other merchandise cannot be landed at, laid
Landing of
cotton, etc.
upon, or shipped from any or either of the public docks,
wharves, or lancling places within the city; nor can the same
be laid, or suffered to remain in any square, street, lane, or alley, longer than six hours; nor can the same, when damaged
by rain or water, be exposed while in its wet condition in ~ny
public place, without the permission of the Mayor or actmg
Mayor; nor can the same, when so wet, be exposed in any of
the lanes; nor can hides or other merch andise, which may be

ARTICLE XX.

etc.

CRUELTY TO ANIMALS.
0 RDIN .A.N CES.
1. Overloading any animal-work- 2. Load for four horses 10,000 lbs.
ing any lame beast-cruelly beatfor paved roads; 4480 lbs. off;
ing any beast, any person conothers in proportion to number
victed shall be fined not exceedof horses.
ing $30.

ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 20th December, 1849.

1. It shall not be lawful for any person or persons to over- Overloading
load any animal or animals of burden used within the city, ~nlr~':}:;'~'y
for the transportation of persons, goods, wares and merchan- ~~'.i':u~e~~~t
dise, nor to use, work or employ, in any manner, any bruised, ing any beast.
maimed, or lame beast of burden, nor to cruelly beat, bruise,
ill use or in any manner torture any beast of burden, and if
any person shall be convicted of violating any of the provis- Fine $30.
ions of this section, h e or she shall be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars.
2. No four horse wagon, dray, cart, truck, or other vehicle, Load for four
shall be permitted to be loaded with more than ten thousand horses.
pounds weight, passing over any paved road, nor more than
four thousand four hundred and eighty pounds when off the
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number or
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DISORDERLY CONDUCT.

same and all others to be regulated by the same rule, in pro'
portion
to the number of horses used, un d era penaltyo f fi ve
dollars, to be recovered by information before the Mayor, or
acting Mayor presiding at the Police Court; one half to the
informer, the other half to the city.

ARTICLE XXI.

DISORDERLY CONDUCT.
ORDINANCES.
1. Disorderly, improper, or riotous 3. Disorderly conduct m house or
enclosure forbidden. Penalty,
conduct, or keeping disorderly
$100 or imprisonment, or both.
house, fine $100 or thirty days
4. Duty of officer or private of Po·
imprisonment, or both.
lice force to request admission2. Disorderly conduct at fire-sent
if admission refused, the person
to guard house or jail until fire
having control deemed tho ofis extinguished, and then may be
fender.
discharged on recogmzance to
appear before Police Court.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 2d June, 1854.

1. Any person who shall, in the night or day, disturb the
peac~ and quiet of the city in any manner whatsoever, or shall
?~td.i~~r~~~f; be guilty of any riotous, disorderly, or improper conduct, or
house.
keep a disorderly house within the limits of the City of Savannah, such person shall, on conviction before the Police
Court be fined in a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars,
'
,
or be imprisoned not exceeding thirty days, or both, at the discretion of the Mayor, or person or persons presiding at the
Police Court; each day's keeping of a disorderly house to be
considered a separate offence.
. d
2· Any person who shall, at a fire, disturb the peace and
.
D 1s0r er1y
conduct at fire quiet of the city, or disobey the orders of the Mayor or Chwf

Disorderly,

~~¥~~~~~~=
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or other acting Engineer, or who shall be guilty of any riotous,
disorderly or improper conduct, such person shall be sent to
the Police barracks or jail until the fire is extinguished, and
then may be discharged on his recognizanc~ to appear before
the next Police Court, and in default of giving a recognizance Recognizance.
to be kept in the Police barracks or jail, and brought before
the Mayor, who may order the fine and imprisonment mentioned in the first section: P1·ovided, that nothing herein contained shall be construed to interfere with the powers of the
Chief or other acting Engineer.
Ordinance 16th February, 1870.

3. That hereafter it shall not be lawful for any person, Disorderly
whether in or out of any house or other inclosure within said~~~~~~~~~
city, to disturb or violate the peace, good order or quiet of the ~~~d.~~. forsaid city, or any part thereof, by any riotous, boisterous, noisy
or disorderly conduct; and any person violating this section
shall, on conviction before the Police Court, be fined in a sum Penalty $100
not exceeding one hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not more :~~;~:~~th.
than thirty days, or both, at the discretion of the said Police
Court.
4. That whenever any such riotous, boisterous, noisy, or Duty ot any
disorderly conduct shall occur in any such house or enclosure oflitcer
va e o forpoPlirice
in said city, to the annoyance of the people of said city' or any forcettodre7
ques a rnJs1 f admisportion of them, it shall be the duty of any officer or private swn,
swn refused
of the Police force, who may know of, or whose attention may the
person
havmg
control
be called to, such conduct, to request admission into the pre- deemed the '
•
<'
1
offender.
m1ses 10r t 1e arrest and removal of the offender or offenders ;
and if such request, when made, be not complied with by the
person or persons having the management, control, or government of such premises, then such person or persons having
such management, control, or government, shall be deemed to
be the offender or offenders, and shall be liable on conviction
before the Police Court, to be fined or imprisoned, or both, as
in the 3d section of this article mentioned and prescribed.
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DISORDERLY DRIVING OR RIDING.

DOCKS AND WHARVES.

ARTICLE XXII.

ARTICLE XXIII .

DISORDERLY DRIVING OR RIDING.

DOCKS AND WHARVES.

ORDINANCE.
1. Fast riding or driving- loaded 2. Not lawful for vehicles to be
vehicles not faster than a walkdriven so near each other as to
unloaded vehicles moderate trot,
prevent the free passage of per·
corners, narrow streets, wharves
sons crossing the streets.
in a walk.

ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED.

..

STATUTES.
1. Water line of Wharf Lots established.
2. Canal street established.
3. Canal street a public street.
4. Owners and o c cup i e r s of
wharves in Savannah allowed
to charge for wharfage.

5. Line of Wharf head at the entrance of channel of the Savannah river granted by the State
to the City of Savannah.

Ordinance 6th June, 1839.

1. It shall not be lawful for any person or persons to ride
on horseback in the city faster than a s1ow can t er, nor '"lOr any
coachman or other person driving a coach or other carriage,
to proceed faster than a slow trot, nor for any person driving
a loaded cart, wagon, dray, or other carriage, used for the
transportation of any article of produce, wares, or merchandise, to proceed in a pace beyond a walk, (except bread carts,
which may be driven at a moderate trot,) but all unloaded
carts, drays or wagons may be driven in a moderate trot in all
wide streets : Pr·ovicled, nevertheless, that the drivers thereof
shall not be allowed to turn corners, or proceed through narrow streets, or on wharves, in any other manner than in a
walk; and any person violating any of the provisions of this
section, or the owner or owners of such vehicle, shall, on conviction, be fined in a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars,
or thirty days imprisonment.
Not lawfulfor
2. It shall not be lawful for vehicles to be driven so near
vehicles
be each other as t 11at th ere sh a11 no t b e openmg
·
· t b edriven sotonear
su ffi Clen
f~~~~J~~~ ~~e tween for the free passage of persons crossing the streets. For
freepaFsageof
· 1atwn
· of th lS
" sec t"lOll, fi ne no t exceed"1ng th u" t y d o11ars, or
persons cross- VlO
ingthestreets. imprisonment not exceeding ten days.

Fast riding,
fast dl.iving,
etc.

ORDINANCES.
1. Fires not to be made on Docks,
Wharves, nor vessels to be careened and fire used thereat.
2. Pitch, tar, turpentine, not to be
stored on any wharf, except at
certain places hereinafter designated.
3. Penalty.
4. Not more than four gallons of
pitch, tar, etc., to be boiled on
wharves.
5. Wharf lot fronts, how built.
6. Depositing boards, lumber, firewood, etc., on public docks or
wharves, or landing at or shipping therefrom any cotton, rice
or other merchandise, etc., penalty $100.
7. Making btJats or water crafts
fast to wharves or docks, or
landing oysters, etc., thereat.
8. Parapet walls. Erect and re pair bannister not less than 3
feet high.

9. Penalty $ 100.
10. Speed of steamboats in passing
wharves 5 miles per hour. Fine
$30.
11. Savannah Steam Rice Mill Co.
to control wharf leased.
12. No wooden building or shed
under bluff or on wharf. Penalty $50.
13. Grant to Usina & Jones for a
dock for repairing of damaged
vessels, of portion of Hutchinson's Island.
Conditions of
grant.
14. Ordinance not to go into effect
until conditions complied with.
15. On failure of Usina & Jones to
carry out the terms and conditions, they forfeit lease and all
work and material put up and
done in and about said dock.
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DOCKS AND WHARVES.
STATUTES.
WHARVES.
State Law, assented to 31st December, 1833.

Pam. 326.

Water line of
1. That the water line of wharf lots in the City of Savanwharf lots established.
nah shall be, and the same is hereby permanently established
as the same is set forth in the report of the Commissioners,
which report is in the words and figures following, to wit:
:oe~~s~foners STATE OF GEORGIA,

City of Savannah.
WHEREAS, by an act of the Legislature of the State of Georgia, passed on the twenty-fourth day of December, m the year
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, entitled "An Act to make permanent the water line for certain
wharves in the City of Savannah, to lay out a street between
Indian street and the said water line, and to appoint commissioners for carrying the same into effect," it was enacted that
commissioners be appointed for the performance of certain duties, in manner and form, as will more particularly appear by
reference to the said act. And whereas, in pursuance of the
said act, the following commissioners have been appointed, to
wit: Samuel B. Parkman, Richard R. Cuyler, Joseph W. Jackson and James Hunter, appointed by the Honorable the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah and the hamlets
thereof; Peter Mitchel, Richard F. Williams and Francis Sorrel, appointed by the Commissioners of Pilotage for the bar
and river Savannah; George Anderson, William Taylor and
George Jones, appointed at a meeting of the owners and proprietors of wharf lots in the City of Savannah, commencing
with the Steamboat Company's wharves, and including all
wharf proprietors and owners eastwardly of the city, held at
the Exchange, on the twenty-second day of January, one
thousand eight hundred and thirty-three, after due notice of
the said meeting having been published in the gooette called
"The Georgian," and Robert W. Pooler, Gazaway B. Lamar
and John Davidson, appointed at a meeting of the wharf proprietors and owners westwardly of the said Steamboat Company's whai:ves in the said city, held at the Exchange, on the
sixteenth day of January, one thousand eight hundred and
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thirty-three, after due notice of said meeting having been
published in the gazette called "The Georgian." Now be it
known, That the said commissioners, after divers meetings by
them held, and after consulting, advising and deliberating
upon the subject matter committed to them by the aforesaid act,
have determined upon, established, and report and hereby make
known, that the water line of the harbor of Savannah shall
be as follows, to wit: At the west, the said line shall commence
at the following point, to wit: That point on a place known
by the name of Vale Royal point, whence a line drawn from
the northwest corner of Goodwin's wharf, shall form a tangent
to the said place at its most northeastern point at high water
mark; from the said described point, the said water line shall
proceed eastwardly in a straight direction, to the eastern corner of the public dock at the foot of West Broad street, as it
now stands built up, and thence ~long the line of the wharf
heads ::ts they now exist, to the east side of Telfair's upper
wharf~ known in the plan of Savannah as wharf lot number
fourteen, west of Bull street; thence in a straight line to the
west of Barnard street clock, thence along the line of wharf
heads as they now exist, to the lower corner of the Savannah
Steam Rice M:ill wharf, thence to continue to the upper corner of the wharf head at present occupied by Frederick Willink, being the eastern side of Reynolds street dock, and thence
along the said last mentioned wharf head, as it now stands,
upon the course south seventy degrees east, until it strikes
the marsh on the south side of the river Savannah, where it
shall terminate.
2. And the said commissioners have determined upon, and Canal street
established.
.
repor t an cl mak e k nown, t h at they have established a street between Indian street and the above described water line, to be
called Canal street, which street shall have for its northern
boundary, or boundary next to the river, a line commencing
eastwardly at a point ten feet south by west of the southwest
corner of the Steamboat Company's wharf, known in the plan
of Savannah as wharf lot number ten, west of Bull street,
thence the said line shall proceed westwardly in a straight direction, by forming a tangent to the southeast corner of
Blake's Steam Rice Mill, which is situate on the wharf lot
known in .the plan of Savannah by the number five Yama-
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craw, to the canal, and the south side of the said street be
formed by a line thirty feet apart from and parallel to ths said
described northern line of the said street. And the said commissioners further report, that as the above mentioned landmarks of the water line are subject to dilapidation and decay,
from the action of the tides and otherwise, they have caused
to be drafted a diagram of the same, (which diagram also
shows the said street,) having for its title these words, to wit:
Diagram.
"A map of the water line of the harbor of Savannah and of
Canal street, made in pursuance of an act of the Legislature,
passed on the 24th clay of December, 1832, and entitled 'An
act to make permanent the water line for certain wharves in
the City of Savannah, to lay out a street between Indian
street and the said water line, and to appoint commissioners
for carrying the same into effect', drafted to conform with the
report of the said commissioners, and dated th~ 14th ~ay of
Re~ortrecorded m Clerk's March' 1833 ' and which report is recorded and on file m the
office of Infe- office of the Clerk of the Superior Court of Chatham County,
nor Court.
,
d h" h d"
and in the office of the Secretary of State, an w 1c Iagram thus described, represents the distances in horizontal
measurement, of various points of the said water line, from
various points on the lines of the Bay and Indian street, which
last mentioned lines are adopted as permanent bases, and indices from whence the several points of the said water line
may be ascertained. And to guard against injuries to arise
from the loss or destruction of the said diagram, the saicl commissioners report the following measured distances from the
lines of the Bay and Indian street, to the said water line, by
which the latter, as now establish ed, may at any time hereaf~
Measured
dis- ter be ascertained' to wit: From the line of . Bay street extances
from
the lines
Bay
and of
In-the tended 1249 feet eastwardly' a line drawn at ngM angles 200
.
dian
street
to feet '. from the line of Bay street extended eastwardly, a hne
the water line
of the harbor drawn alono· the east side of Reynolds street 291 feet; from
of Savannah.
o
·d f
the east end of the line of Bay street down the west SI e o
East Broad street 368 feet 6 inches ; and the following measurements from the base line of Bay street to the said water
line, to wit: From a point 335 feet west of the west side of
East Broad street 449 feet; from a point 423 feet west of the
west side of East Broad street 454 feet; from a point 493 feet
west of the west side of East Broad street 462 feet; from a
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point 693 feet west of the west side of East Broad street 464
feet; from a point 793 feet west of the west side of East Broad
street 455 feet · down the east side of Lincoln street clock 407
feet 6 inches· 'down the west side of Lincoln street 393 feet;
from a point' 153 feet west of the west side of Lincoln str~et
384 feet; down the east side of Abercorn street 360 feet 6 mches · down the west side of Abercorn street 359 feet; from a
point' 101 feet 4 inches west of the west side of Abercorn
street 356 feet, to the head of the wharf on lot number four,,
east of Bull street; and 362 feet to the head of the wharf on
lot number five, east of Bull street; down the east side of
Drayton street 351 feet 6 inches; down the west side of Drayton street 349 feet; down the east side of Bull street 361 feet
6 inches; clown the west side of Bull street 367 feet 6 inches;
from a point 85 feet west of the west side of Bull street 369
feet 6 inches· from a point 140 feet east of the west side of
Bull street 3fl6 feet 6 inches ; clown the east side of Whitaker street 364 feet 6 inches; clown the west side of Whitaker
street 367 feet 6 inches ; clown the east side of Barnard street
406 feet 6 inches; clown the west side of Barnard street 422
feet; and from a point 77 feet west of the west side of J efferson street 528 feet; from the line of Bay street extended 33
feet westwardly, a line drawn at right angles to the eastern
corner of West Broad street dock, as it now stands built np,
671 feet 6 inches; from the line of Bay street extended, to the
west side of West Broad street, and thence clown the west side
of West Broad street 184 feet 6 inches, thence a line drawn 20
feet from and parallel to the south side of Indian street 1,512
feet, and thence a line at right angles to the point of intersection in the river with the said water line 803 feet 8 inches.
Done and certified, this 14th day of March, in the year of
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three, and
in the one hundred and first year of the settlement of Savannah.
SA~WEL BRECK pARKMAN,
CUYLER,
JOSEPH W. JACKSON,
JAMES HUNTER.

PETER MITCHEL,
F. WILLIAMS,
FRANCIS SoRREL.

R. R.

R.

GEORGE ANDERSON,
WM. TAYLOR,
GEORGE JONES.

R.

W. PooLER,
G AZ. B. LAMAR,
JOHN DAVIDSON.
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Canal street a
public street.
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3. That the street called Canal street, as laid out by the
said commissioners, shall be and the same is h ereby declared
to be a public street, subject to the control and regulation of
the Honorable the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah and the hamlets thereof, in the same manner as the
other public street s, squares and lanes in said city.

$ cts.
3
5
Barrels rum and other spirituous liquors ... ........ .
3
Barrels salt, sugar, turpentine, tar ................. .
5
Barrels vinegar, wine, whiskey ............ . ....... .
3
Barrels, halves and half quarter casks of liquors ..... .
2
Barrels, halves, of provision, ale, beer, cider, etc ..... .
2
Bolts bagging, canvass, due~, osnabtugs, (or per piece)
6
Boxes dry goods, upwards four feet square .. ........ .
4
Boxes dry goods, under four feet square ............ .
Boxes axes, candles, chocolate, cheese, cordials, dates,
:figs, glass of fifty feet, herrings, indigo, prunes,
2
raisins, starch, segar s, tin plate. . . . . . ...... . .. .
3
Boxes lemons and oranges ........... , ... . ........ .
5
Boxes sugar ............................. · · · · · · · ·
3
Boxes tobacco ...... .. ......... ·. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·
5
Bales cotton .... ..... ................. .. ........ ·
Bales bagging, canvass, carpeting, blankets, and other
5
dry goods ... ..................... · · · · · · · · · · ·
5
Bales deer skins ........................... ·...... .
6
Bales hay .... . ......................... ..... ... .
Bales empty bottles .... . ................ . ........ .
5
Baskets, nets. . . . . . . . . ............. ...... ....... .
2
Baskets oil, wine, cordial, &c .... .................. .
2
Bacon, 1)er thousand pounds ..... ............ .. ... .
37t
Bark, (tanners') per cord ..... . .................. . .
37t
Bellows, •(house). . . • . ........ .. .. . ..... . ........ .
2
Bellows, (blacksmith's) ...... ·.................... .
6Brick and tile per thousand . ... .. ................ .
25
Bundles brooms, band-boxes, collars, hames, pans,
scyth es, spades, shovels, trees, vines, vises, &c ....
3
Bags almonds, coffee, cocoanuts, pepper, pimento, ginger. , ..... . . .............. . ................ .
3
Bags grain ..... ...... ....... . .................. .
1
Bags shot. . . . . . . ......... ..... ................ .
t
Ballast, per ton. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ ............. .... .
25
Bale rope, per coil ......... . ........ ............ . .
3
Cultivators ..................................... .
6t
Cornshellers. . . . . ........ ... ...... . ............. .
6t

WHARFAGE, STORAGE, AND DOCKAGE RATES.

State Law, approved 22d December, 1829.

(Cobb' s Dig., p. 39.)

Owners and

4. The several owners or occupiers of wharves in Savannah
~'£'~l'j:~~gt shall be allowed to charge, demand, and receive the several
~~;~~~~hal- rates h ereinafter mentioned, for the wh arfage or dockage of
~ha;~~i~~ ~'fc~ vessels lying at the wharves for the landing of produce and
other goods, and for the shipping of the same, and for the
storage thereof, and no more; that is to say:
$ cts.
3
:;.es;~R~~;:; Anvils, each .................... · .. · · .. · .... · .. ..
and storage. Anchors, five hundred pounds, and under twelve hundred pounds ... ........ . ..... .. ........ .. . .. .
12
Anchors, twelve hundred pounds ... ........ ....... .
18
Anchors, upwards of twelve hundred pounds ... . .. . .
25
Butts and casks, two hundred gallons and upwards .. .
25
Barrels ale, apples .. .... ...... .. . .. .... . ... . ..... .
3
Barrels alcohol . ... ..... . . . .... ........ . .. ... . ... .
5
Barrels beef, beer, bread, bacon ................... . .
3
Barrels coffee, corn, cider .... .. . ....•... . ....... ... .
3
Barrels empty...... . ..... .......... .......... .... .
1
Barrels :fish, flour. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3
Barrels gunpowder, one hundred pounds and upwards,
5
Barrels gunpowder, under one hundred pounds ..... .
4
Barrels gin .. . ..... . .. ... ... .... ...... ........
5
Barrels hams, h errings, or indigo .................. .
3
Barrels lime . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .
4
Barrels molasses . ... .... ..... .... ... ............. .
5
Barrels nuts, or onions ..... ... ... ....... .... ..... .
3
Barrels oil . .. ....... .. .. .... . .. . .... .... .. ...... .
5
Barrels potatoes, pitch, plaster paris, porter, pork, pimento, pepper .............................. .
3
Barrels rice, same in half barrels ....... ........... .
4
o •• •

Bat'rels t'osin. . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. · ... . · . . .
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$
Cambooses .............. . ............ . ..... .... .
Cheese, per hundred pounds, in bulk ............ .. .
Carriages of four wheels. . . .. .... .... .. ... .. .. ... . 1
Carriages of two wheels .... .... .. . ....... .. ... ... .
Chairs (sitting) . .. .... . .... ... ............ ... . . . .
Carboys vitriol. .. ........ ...... ....... .......... .
Cannon carriages ................................ .
Cordage, per coil . ... ..... . ......... .. ... .... .... .
Cannon of six hundred pounds and under .......... .
Cannon over six hundred pounds ................. .
Cables (chain) per ton ........................... .
Coal, per ton . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. .. ... ... ... ... . .... .
Crates crockery, onions, &c ....................... .
Cabbages, per hundred . . . .. ... ... . .. .. ..... .. . .. . .
Casks crockery, coffee .............. .... ........ . . .
Casks cheese .. . .... ... ... ... . .. .. .... .......... . ·
Casks porter, six dozen and upwards. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cattle, bulls, oxen, cows. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Demijohns, liquor . ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Demijohns, empty. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Furniture, tables, bureaus, &c. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Fish, dry, per hundred pounds.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Furnaces, portable . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Grain in bulk, barley, corn, peas, wheat, and other
kinds, per hundred bushels. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Han1s, each. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Hogsheads liquors, molasses, oil, &c., eighty gallons
and upwards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Hogsh eads, sixty gallons and upwards. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Hogsh eads sugar, one thousand pounds and over. . . . .
Hogsheads sugar, under one thousand pounds . . . . . . . .
Hogsheads coffee, seven hundred pounds and over.. . .
Hogsheads coffee, under seven hundred pounds. . . . . .
Hogsheads dry goods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Hampers bottles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Hampers potatoes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Horses, mules, jackasses, &c .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Iron, bar and pig, per ton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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cts.
20

$

2

00
50
1
3
3
3

25
50
25
35
10
12~

8
4
8
25
2
1
6
2
2
25

t

10
8
12t
8
10
8
12-!
6
2
37~

25

'

Iron, hollow ware, and other castings, each under forty
pounds weight. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Iron, hollow ware, over forty pounds weight, per one
hundred pounds.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Iron grates, stoves, &c. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Iron pots, kettles, and ovens with covers, dogs per pair,
wagon boxes, per set, to be considered as one piece
Jugs, jars, and other clay and stone ware. . . . . . . . . . . .
Jugs pickles, grapes, raisins, &c. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
K egs nails, tobacco. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
K egs, fifty pounds and under. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kegs, over fifty pounds. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kegs liquor, twenty gallons and under ..... . . . . . . . . .
K egs powder, per twenty-five pounds. ..... .. .. ... ..
Kegs biscuit, crackers, lard, &c.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kegs paints, and others, same size.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Kegs shot, lead, &c., per hundred pounds. . . . . . . . . . . .
Lumber, timber, boards and other sawed lumber, lJer
thousand superficial feet. ... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .
Lumber, mahogany, per thousand superficial feet... . .
Lumber, pipe and hogshead staves, per thousand . . . . .
Lumber, barrel staves, per thousand. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Lumber, beading for pipes and hogsheads. .. ........
Lumber, heading for barrels. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Lumber, shingles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Lumber, reeds and hoops, per thousand. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Lumber, laths. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Lumber, lightwood, cedar posts and other logs, each . .
Nests tubs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Onions, per one hundred ropes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Oranges, per thousand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Pipes liquor, one hundred gallons and upwards . . . . . .
Pipes liquor, of sixty gallons and upwards . . . . . . . . . .
Pipes liquor, halves, under sixty gallons. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Pipes liquor, quarters, under forty gallons. . . . . . . . . . .
Pipes liquor, eighths, under twenty gallons. . . . . . . . . .
Ploughs and cultivators. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Pineapples, per hundred.. ... . ... ... ..... ..... .. ...
Potatoes, per hundred bushels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

cts.
1
2t
6

1t

t

1
3
2
3
2
2
1
1
1

30
40
30
20
50
25
12-!
25
12-!

t

3
12t
12t
12-t
8
6
5
3

6i
6
25
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$

Storage.

Paper, bundle of two reams ... .. . .. ... .... ..... ... .
Paper, printing .............. ..... ....... .. ..... .
Paper, wrapping, one ream, large size .......... .... .
Paper, wrapping, small, per ream ...•...............
Paper, writing, per ream . . . . . .................... .
Quarter casks, under forty gallons and over twenty .. .
Salt in bulk, per hundred bushels ................. .
Salt in bags, per bushel .......................... .
Stones, ballast and paving, per ton ................ .
Stones, mill, large, each .......................... .
Stones, mill, small, each .......... .... .. . .... . .... .
Stones, grind .......... . ......... ..... .......... .
Stones, quern ......... .. ...... .... ............. . .
Stones, marble, per ton .............. . ..... .... ... .
Sheep, each .. ................................... ·.
Sofas, each. . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... : ................ .
Settees, each ...... . ............................. .
Stills, two hundred gallons and over ............... .
Stills, under two hundred gallons ................. .
Sugar boilers, large size .......................... .
Sugar boilers, small size .. ...... .. .... ............ .
Tobacco in hogsheads .......... ... ............... .
Tobacco in kegs and boxes. . . . ................... .
Tierces goods, sixty gallons and under ............. .
Tie roes goods, forty gallons and under ............. .
Tierces rice, and halves. . . . . ..................... .
Trunks goods ...... . ............................ .
Trunks, empty . ... . ............................. .
Tea chests, fifty pounds and upwards .............. .
Tea chests, under fifty pounds .................... .
Tea chests, under twenty pounds .................. .
Wagons, large two horse .......................... .
Wagons, small one horse ............ .. .......... . .
Wheelbarrows, each ........ . ......... . .......... .
Every other article in proportion to the foregoing rates.
Goods lying on wharf more than two nights after two
working days, to be subject to storage rates.
Storage on cotton, per week, for the first and last week,
and for each intervening week ................ .

cts.
5
2

2
1
1
5

25

t

25
25
12-t
1t
6

50

6i
12-t
10
25
12t
12-t
6-l;
20
3
8
5
4
4
3
5
3
2

50
25

6i

8
5

l
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Rice, per week ................. .. .... ........... .
6
Tobacco, per hogshead ... .................. ... ... .
20
Every other article, the same as its wharfage.
Dockage of vessels, per day, under one hundred tons,
Dockage.
employed .................................. .
50
Dockage of vessels under one hundred tons, when idle, 1 00
Dockage of vessels over one hundred tons, employed ..
75
Dockage of vessels, when idle ..................... . 1 50

WHARF HEADS.
State Law, assented to 22d December, 1857.

5. ~ll the rights and interest in the State of Georgia in and Line of wharf
to the hue of wharf head recently erected at the entrance of rg~g:c~i~egf
the channel of the Savannah river, between Hutchinson and Savannah.
Fig Islands, by the General Government, are hereby transferred, granted and set over to the Mayor and Aldermen of the
City of Savannah, any law to the contrary notwithstanding.
ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED;
Ordinance 1st November, 1791.

. 1. No owners or occupiers of wharves, wharf lots, or pub- Fires not to be
he docks within the City of Sava,nnah, shall suffer any fire to e~~;v~~,'~~g:s
be made thereon; and that no person or persons whoever ~i~~~~eX0a~~
shall careen any vessel and use .fire thereat, except at some r~·:r~t~d
wharf or place to the e~Lstwarcl of Andrew McCreadie's, or to
the westward of Levi Sheftall's wharf.
2. It shall not be lawful to or for any person or persons to Pitch, tar, turstore or lodge any pitch, tar, or turpentine on any wharf, or in e:~~~~·~gg~ to
any house, outhouse, store, or building whatever within this ~~~t'~~~~t~~
city, e~cept at the several places hereinafter mentioned, limited places.
and appointed for that purpose. All pitch, tar and turpentine, which shall or may at any time or times hereafter be
brought to or landed in this city, shall and may be stored and
lodged on any wharf lot situated and being to the westward of
the wharf lot belonging to Mr. li'Iorcleeai Sheftall, at Y amacraw, whereon the tobacco inspection warehouses are built,
and also on any wharf lot, or in any house, outhouse, store 01
building on any wharf lot situate :mel being to the eastward of

15
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etc.
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the wharf lot at present the property of Mr. Andrew McCreadie, and which lies to the eastward of the city, and at no other
place or places whatsoever.
3. If any person or persons shall in any wise offend against
this article, or shall neglect or refuse to comply with the same,
he, she, or they so offending, shall, for the first offence, forfeit
and pay a sum not exceeding thirty dollars; and for every offence thereafter a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, one
half to the informer or person prosecuting for the same, and
the other half to the use of the city.
Ordinance 8th December, 1806.

Not more than
4 gallons of
pitch, tar, etc.
to be boiled on
wharves.

4. It shall not be lawful for any person or persons to boil,
burn or set fire to, or cause to be bo1led, burne a, or se t fi re t o,
'
.
.
. ·
.
1 m any quan t't
any pitch, tar, turpentme, rosm, or 01,
I y over
four gallons, above the lower line of James Wallace's wharf to
the east, nor below the upper line of Bolton's Yamacraw
wharf to the west.
0

'

Ordinance 19th August, 1839.

5. The fronts of all the wharf lots within the limits of the
~~?t~s, how
city cast of West Broad street, shall consist of only double
solid heads, and that the space between the two solid heads,
shall be filled up with stone or wood, and that it shall be unlawful to erect any platform, stage or improvement in front of
said wharf lots, other than double solid heads, to be built of
solid logs or ranging timber, and filled up with stone or wood.
And that any front or head, erected or set up in any manner,
or of any materials different from those prescribed by this secRemoval.
tion, shall be taken down and removed by order of the City
Council, and the expense of taking down and removing the
same, shall be chargeable on the wharf, and recoverable by distress and sale of said wharf and improvements, in the usual
manner; and any person offending against the provisions of
Penalty $100 a this section. may be fined in a sum not exceeding one hundred
week.
dollars for each week such improper front or head shall remain.
Depositing
6. No person shall bring, deposit, lay, or cause to be brought,
boards,
.
ber, fire!urnwood, deposited,
or lai·a on any or ei'tl1er of th e pu bl'IC d oc k s, W h ar·ves ,
~~~k~00 ~ublic or landing places at the north end of, or opposite to the streets
wharves, etc. of the city, any boards, plank, ranging timber, staves, fire-

Wharf lot

wood, shingles or other lumber whatever, and no person shall
ship from or land at, or cause to be shipped from or landed at
any of the public wharves or clocks within the City of Savannah, any rice, tobacco, cotton, lumber, corn, bales, packages,
trunks, or any species of merchandise whatever; and no person shall erect, or cause to be erected on any of the public
wharves, scales or triangles for the purpose of weighing or ascertaining the weight of any article whatever: PTovicled, that Proviso a3 to
.
· d m
· tl11s
· sec ti on sh all be construed to pre- planters.
no th mg
con t ame
vent any planter from landing out of his boat or canoe the
product of his or her plantation, either for sale or for family
use, but in no case shall he or she be allowed to occupy the
said public wharf or dock longer than is absolutely necessary.
And all offenders against any provision of this section, sharll,
on conviction, be subject to a fine of one hundred dollars for Penalty$100•
each and every offence, and the said articles may be seized and
retained until the fine imposed be paid.
7. It shall not be lawful for any person to make fast any Making boats
boat or other water craft, or to land oysters, clams or other ~g~:::; ~~
shell fish at any of the wharves or public docks in this city, r~~~iso~~:,nd
other than at the public dock adjoining Wayne's wharf, and etc., thereat.
at the public dock fronting East Broad street.
8. All persons owning or erecting any parapet wall border- Parapet walls.
ing on or ranging with any street leading to the river Savannah, or any of its wharves, or running at right angles, or in
any manner eli verging from said streets, shall at their expense Erect andre. t , an c1 at a11 t'Imes k eep 1n
· goo d repair,
· a good and suffi- not
pairless
banister
erec
than 3
cient banister or balustrade of wood or iron on such wall feet Wgh.
which said banister or balustrade shall be at the proper dis-'
tance from the brink of said wall, and shall be not less
than three feet high, and calculated by its strength and construction to afford protection to passengers.
9. All offenders against any of the provisions of this arti- Penalty $100.
cle, not otherwise specially provided for, shall be fined in the
sum of one hundred dollars, and all encroachments on the
public property, not specially enumerated herein, may be removed in the usual manner. And all penalties and fines (when
not otherwise specially provided for herein,) shall be enforced
and collected in the manner pre scribed by the existing charter
and laws relating to the City of Savannah; and all fines when

•
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collected shall be paid, one half into the city treasury, for the
use of the city, and the other half to the informer.
Ordinance 28th November, 1844.
Speed of
steamboats in
passing
wharves.
Fine $30.

10. No steamboat shall, while passing the line of wharves
in the city, exceed in speed five miles per hour. Every steamboat so violating, the owner or owners thereof shall be subject
to a fine not exceeding thirty dollars for each and every offence.
Ordinance 20th May, 1852.

Savannah
Steam Rice
Mill Company
to control
wh&rf let18ed.

11. The Savannah Steam Rice Mill Company shall, at all
times hereafter, have privilege of occupying the river front of
the wharf by vessels containing rice; any law, usage, or ordina_nce to the contrary notwithstanding.
Ordinance 30th October, 1856.

No wooden
building or
shed under
bluff or on
wharf.

12. It shall not be lawful for any person to erect any wooden building or shed under the bluff, or on any wha1~f lot between the eastern limits of the city and the Savannah and
Ogechee Canal. Penalty not exceeding fifty dollars per day
for each and every day such structure of wood shall remain up.
Ordinance 4th August, 1869.

~IJ~J;~ ,g~i~a 13. The City of Savannah do grant unto Michael P. U sina
~~~~f.{g~~e- and Marion Jones, of said city, for twenty-five years from the
damaged ves- first day of March last for a dock for the repairing of damsels 0 r portion
'
- of Hutchinson aged vessels and other similar purposes all that IJiece or parIsland. Con'
'
ditiotnsof
eel of land, situate, lving,
and being
on Hutchinson's Island,
gran.
J'
~
opposite the said City of Savannah, commencing at the point
on said island where the piling extending from the west end
of Fig Island ends, running thence, at low water mark, west
six hundred feet; thence north to the river dam; thence east
along said dam six hundred feet, and thence south, to the
lJlace of beginning, on the following terms and conditions,
that is to say: That the said parties or their representatives
will pay into the city treasury of Savannah, annually, the sum
of one dollar, that is to say, on or within twenty days after
the first day of January, annually, during the continuance of
this grant; further, that the said U sin a and Jones will, within
thirty days after the passing of this ordinance, give to the
City of Savannah good and sufficient guaranty and security
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for the .faithful performance and execution of the work of
c~m~letm.g the dock in every respect-the work to be begun
w1thm thrrty clays after the passing of this ordinance, if not
already be.gun, and to be finished by the first day of March, in
the year ~rghteen. hundred and seventy-one; and the dock to
be of a size sufficient to hold the largest size vessels that may
come or be brought to Savannah, and to be furnished with
the b~st modern improvements, apparatus, and appliances for
carrymg on the repairs of vessels, and doing all such other
work as may be performed therein; the charO'es for dockinO'
n~t to exceed those current in the cities of Oh<trleston, Wil~
mmgton (North Carolina), and in case of dispute as to such
charges, the matter to be decided promptly by experts mutually cho~en ; and if in case said U sina and Jones, or their represent~tiv~s, shall fail promptly to select an expert or experts
on therr SI~e, then the Mayor of Savannah shall promptly and
finally clemde the matter. At the expiration of twenty-five
ye~rs as .aforesaid, the terms of the agreement and contract in
this ordmance mentioned, shall be subject to revision, and
th.e w~ol!3 may be renewed on terms to be agreed on by the
said Orty of Savannah and the said U sina and Jones or their
representatives.
'
.14. That this ordinance ·s hall not go into effect until the Ordinance not
sa:d guaranty shall have been entered into, with security afore- }~c1°ui~~Y ~;~- .
sard, to be approved by the Mayor of Savannah and the Ohair- ~li~dn~~~~
ma~ of the Committee on Docks and Wharves, and in and by
whiCh .gua~anty the said U sina and Jones, their and every one
of then· hell's, executors and administrators, shall be bound
for the true and just fulfilment thereof; and it is also hereby
expressly understood, and shall be so expressed in said guaranty, that the said U sin a and Jones shall not assign or attempt to assign any right hereby granted to them or by said
g~aranty to be specified, to any person or persons ~hatsoever,
Witho:lt the express consent of the City Council of Savannah
on pam of forfeiture of every such right.
'
0
15. That ~f .the said U sina and Jones, their heirs, execu- i}~i~~~rJo tfes
t~rs and admmistrators, fail to carry out the terms and condi- ~gec~~~~~U:nd
tr~ns, or any one of them, in this ordinance expressed, and in f~~:~~~~t
"' lease
"'said
. guaranty to
. be mentioned ' then in addition to th e .tOrwork ar>d
and all
ma.teiture or forfeitures hereinbefore mentioned or impli'ed' th ey, and
terialdone
put 111
.UP
and about said
dock.
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the said Usina and. Jones, and their representatives aforesaid,
shall forfeit to said corporation of Savannah, as well this lease
as all the work and material put up and done in and 'Rbout
said dock, and said work and material, including all buildings, shall at once become the property of said city; and the
provisions of this section shall be embraced in said written
guaranty, as part thereof, and as o:r;e of the express conditions
on which the said U sin a and Jones and th eir representatives
shall have the benefit of this ordinance.
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owner thereof, the owner of such clog, or the individual in
whose enclosure such dog is usually keptl ·shall be fined in a
sum not exceeding thirty dollars.
2. No clog shall be permitted to be brought or come with- ~?tg;':fab0r~~t
in thirty feet of the market during market hours, and any ~a~'![tk~~~~s.
person bringing or suffering a dog or dogs to accompany him
or her, contrary to the provisions of this section, shall be fined Fine $30•
in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars.
3· The Mayor' or in his absence the acting Mayor, may, at may
May~r. &c.,
1ssue
any time in his discretion, issue his order in writing, to the r~-~1Wd'~:Son
Marshal ' or City Constables' or anv... member or members of .the not
accompaDYJDg owners,
Police Force, requiring them to kill and destroy, for such time or muzzled.
as the order shall specify, any dog or clogs not accompanied
by the owner thereof, or muzzled, as aforesaid, which may or
shall be discovered or found in any square, street, lane or other
open place within the limits of the city; and for a disobedience or neglect of such order, the said Marshal, or City Con- ~:t~!r~~a~r
stables, or member or members of the Police Force shall be fined $30.
fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars, and for the second offence shall be fined in a like sum, and may be dismissed
from office' and any person resisting and interfering with the s1st1ng
An:r onMearresaid Marshal, or City Constables, or member or members of shalfined $30.
the Police Force in the proper discharge of their said duty,
according to the provisions of this section, shall be fined in a
sum not exceeding thirty dollars for each and every offence.
4. The penal ties enacted by this article shall be recovered Penalties, how
.
. of t h e oth er ar t IC
" l es are recovered.
by the same process that the vwlatwn
r ecovered.

ARTICLE XXIV.

DOGS.
ORDINANCES.
1. No dog to go at large without 5, Tax one dollar and fifty cents on
muzzle and collar with owner' s
each dog, and any person failing
name.
to make return liable to double
2. No dog to go within thirty feet
tax.
of market in market hours.
6. Oath of persons making returns.
3. Mayor may issue proclamation to 7. Every dog brought into the city
kill dogs not accompanying ownafter 1st January, tax, $1.50 1 and
ers or muzzled.
Marshal to report when no tax
4. Penalty, how recovered.
return is made.

Tax ordinances for 1871, and Ordinance 16th November, 1843.

ORDINANUES, AS AMENDED.

·~

Ordinance 11th April, 1839.

1. N o dog sh all be pcrmitteu to go at largc>.vithin the said
city, unless ~around his neck :1 collar, with the owner's
- l y expresse cl or engravecl t h'ereon; an d I"f any d og
name p l am
is or shall be discovered going at large without being so muzzled, and without a collar, as aforesaid, the owner of si.wh clog
Fine $5.
shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding five dollars for each
Fine $30 if any and every such offence ; and if any person be bitten or injured
r:~~on be bit- by_any dog running at large, or without the enclosure of the
No dog to go

at large with-

out muzzle
and
- collar, etc.

,41 .

1.'

•

,,

5. On every dog, the annual tax of one dollar and fifty Dog Tax.
cents, including the price of a badge for each. And all clogs Penalty.
found running at large without such badge, shall be impounded, and if not reclaimed within forty-eight hours shalf be disto put DutyofTreasp osed of. And it shall be the duty of the Treasurer
.
h urer.
every person on oath as to the number of dogs on h IS or er
premises, and on the payment of the said tax, the owner or
keeper of such dog or dogs shall be entitled to receive from
the City Treasurer a license for such dog to run at large for License
one year.for ·
one year: Provided, a collar shall be constantly worn by such
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~~~~~~~~me. dog, having the name of the owner legibly stamped or en-

graved thereon : And provided, also, that if at any time it
shall be deemed unsafe to permit dogs to go at large, it shall
Proclamation be the duty of the Mayor to issue a proclamation forbidding
f or dogs not to
go at large,
the same; and any dog found going at large, after such noDogkilled.
tice, and until such proclamation shall be revoked, shall be
killed, and the owner or keeper thereof shall moreover be liable to a fine of ten dollars; and any dog found in any lot,
or going at brge contrary to this article, may be lawfully killed. Any person keeping any d0g contrary to this article shall
Fine $10, &c. be liable to a fine of ten dollars for every such offence, and for
failing to make return of every dog liable to taxation, the
If no return owner or keeper thereof shall be liable to double tax as in
double tax.
other cases.
Oath.
6. The following oath, in addition to the oath now prescribed by law, shall be taken by all persons making a return
of taxable property in the city, viz : "Ancl I, A. B., clo further
swear that there is no clog kept by me on my premises, (to
which shall be added the following, where a dog or dogs have
been returned,) except such as have been duly returned. So
help me God."
Every dog
7. Every dog brought into the city, shall immediately be
broughtmto
city
after first rep or t ed to th e c·t
1 y T reasurer, an d a t ax pm'd or l'wense t ak en
January tax
·
d
$1 so. '
out for the remamder of the year, under a penalty of ten olPenalty $10. lars on the owner or keeper of said dog, or the person on whose
premises the said dog may be found, and any clog, at any time
found in the city, shall be deemed and taken to be kept therein, and liable to tax uforesaicl, and it shall be the duty of the
Duty of Mar- City Marshal, City Constables, and Police Force to ascertain
shal, etc.
all such persons as have failed to make the return required by
this article; and the Marshal or person giving the information
shall be entitled to one half the penalty therein mentioned.

ARTICLE XXV.
I

•

DRAINAGE.
STATUTE.
1. System of Drainage authorized.
Damages to be assessed. Canal
to be kept in order.

I

2. Obstructions to be removed.

ORDINANCES.

"

1. Keeper of Drains.
6. Not lawful to make connection
2. Keeper to em ploy laborers when
with sewer without permission
necessary.
of Council.
3. Not lawful to put up building 7. Conditions upon which permisor improvement except upon
sion may be granted.
grade ascertained by City Sur· 8. Fees of City Surveyor.
veyor. Penalty $30 to $100.
9. Connection without permission,
4. Duty of City Surveyor to subfine $100 per day.
mit, etc.
10. Occupier of premises bound to
5. Not lawful to put up any buildkeep connection in repair.
ing on street, etc., until grade 11. This ordinance not to conflict
is ascertained and fixed.
with State law.

STATUTE.
State Law, approved 13th December, 1858. *

•

1. Th~tt the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah
and their successors in office, are empowered and authorized
to institute a system of drainage for tb.e same, through any
of the lands adjacent to the city into the Savannah river:
P1·ovided, howeve1·, that the city shall pay such damages for
.
land taken and nght of way obstructed, as shall be assessed
in the manner pointed out by the act of December 14th, 1835,
*Is this Statute repealed by sections 4756 and 4751 of Revised Code
of Georgia? See Article First of this Code- title "City Charter."Compilers.

System of
drrunao-e authorized.

Damages to be
assessed.
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amendatory of the charter of the Central Rail Road and Banking Company of Georgia, defining the method of assessing
Canal to be
like damae-es: And provided, also, that when the said Mayor
kept in order,
etc.
and Aldermen shall take and use any private canal, or portion of canal, as a part of such system, the said city shall be
compelled to keep the same opened, and in such or~er as to
protect the proprietors of adjacent lands: And promdedfurther, that the contents of privies and water closets shall not
be conducted or emptied into said drains or sewers.
Obstructions
2. That should said drain or sewers deposit obstructions or
~~~eremoved, form a bar at its entrance into the river, it shall be the duty
of the Mayor and Aldermen of Savannah aforesaid, to remove
the same, upon ten days notice from the proprietors of ad~a
cent wharf property, and also to indemnify the owners of adJacent wharf property for any damage sustained by the same.
u

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 1st April, 1868.

1. That there shall be appointed a person whose duty it
shall be to keep open, clean, and clear of obstructions the
drains of the City of Savannah, situate and lying outside its
taxable limits. Such person shall be known as Keeper of
Drains.
accident or unavoidable cause,
Whenever ' throurrh
2· That
Keeper t o em<
b
pwhen
loy laborers
S'"lCh
Keer1er
of
Drains
shall
not
himself be able to d_o the
necessary.
work of keeping the drains open and clear, it shall be h1s duty to superintend and work such gangs of laborers as may be
put under his charge to aid in such work. Such person shall
be a11pointecl monthly by the Chairman of the Dry Culture
Committee, subject to the approval of the Mayor, and shall be
paid fifty dollars a month for his services.

Keeper of
drains.

L

Ordinance 7th March, 1866.

3. It shall not hereafter be lawful for any person to erect
f~ ~l'!':ild- or cause to be er·ectecl or put up, any building or improvement
~~g~~~g~tex- of any kind, within the corporate limits of the City of Sa~~~d;da~~eruty vannah, except upon a grade to be approved by the Ma~or or
~~~~Yl;r$ 30 to acting Mayor, after examination and under the direc~wn of
$lOO.
the City Surveyor, and any person offending against th1s se?tion, shall, on conviction before the Police Court, be fined m
Not lawful to
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a sum not less than thirty nor more than one hundred dollars, besides which it shall be the duty of the Mayor or acting
Mayor, forthwith to have such erection, building or improvement pulled clown at the cost and charge of the person or persons putting up or causing the same to be put up.
4. To prevent obstructions of the proper drainage of the ~l~\re~~1?f;Y
city, it shall be the duty of the City Surveyor to submit forth- submit, etc.
with to the Mayor or acting Mayor, the plan of any piece or
parcel of land within the corporate limits, which such Surveyor may be called or employed to lay off by the person or
persons owning such land, and that for every failure or default
in the premises by such Surveyor within forty-eight hours after
such plan shall have been matured, he shall, on conviction before the Police Court, be fined in a sum not exceeding one
hundred dollars, and may, besides, be dismissed from office.
5. It shall not hereafter be lawful for any person to put ~~;~~w~~l1~~
up any building or improvement on any public street, lane or ~~~~~~~tfeets,
way of said city, until 01~ before the proper grade of such street, ~~i~deedi:n"Jcer
lane or way shall have been ascertained and fixed by the City fixed.
Surveyor, with the approval of the Mayor or acting Mayor;
and then such building or improvement shall correspond to
the proper grade so established, and any person offending
against any provision of this section, shall, on conviction before the Police Court, be liable to be fined and otherwise dealt
with, in the manner prescribed for offenders against the third
section of this article: Provided, always, that any person
purchasing a lot from said city, and for the first time putting
or desiring to put up a building or other improvement on such
lot, shall have the right, without expense to him or her, to
have the proper grade ascertained and fixed by the City Surveyor.
Ordinance 21st August, 1867.

6. It shall not be lawful for any person to tap or make ~~t~a;n~~
connection with any sewer in the City of Savannah for any tionwith sew'
er mthout
purpose whatsoever, except by permission of Council, and up- permission of
Council.
on complying with the following terms and conditions:
7. Fi1·st. Whenever a connection is made with any such Conditions
upon which
.
. .
sewer, 1t must be done under the personal superv1s10n of the permission
•
.
may be grantOlty Surveyor, or other competent person deputed by h1m, ed.
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and the person or persons at whose instance the connection
may be made, shall be liable for any damage resulting therefrom.
Second. Permission to connect with such sewer or sewers,
shall be confined to waste water from bath rooms and water
closets, but in no case shall a privy sink be allowed such connection.
Thiul. Tlie city shall receive for every such connection for
a hotel or boarding bouse, the sum of twenty-five dollars, and
for a private house, ten dollars, besides which the entire expense attending the making of such connection must be borne
by the person or persons at whose instance the connection
may be made.
Fees of City
8. The fees of the City Surveyor, or other person by him
Surveyor, &c.
deputed to supervise such work, shall be three dollars a day,
for every clay said Surveyor, ·or other person by him deputed,
shall be engaged in such duty; such fees to be paid into the
city treasury.
Connection
9. If any person shall presume to make connection with
without permission, fine any such sewer, except upon the terms and conditions afore$100 per day,
etc.
said, such person so offending, shall, on conviction before the
Police Court, be subject to a fine of not more than one hundred dollars a clay, for every clay such connection shall exist;
besides which it shall be the duty of the Marshal, on the command of the Mayor, to stop such connection, at the expense
and cost of the offender.
Occupier of
10. . The occupier or occupiers of premises from which
premises
.
.
bound to keep such connectwn may be made w1th a sewer, shall be bound, at
CI)Dnection in
.
.
·
.
good order.
h1s, her or their own expense, to keep such connectwn m good
order, under a penalty of not more than ten dollars for every
day's default, besides which such connection not in good order, may be stopped, at the expense and cost of the offender.
This article
11. Nothing in this article contained shall be so construed
not
conflict
. h t h e prov1so
. of th e ac t of th e General A swithtoState
law as to con :fl'wt w1t
sembly, assented to on the 13th December, 1858, in regard to
the conducting or emptying of the contents of privies and
water closets into drains or sewers running through lands a.djacent to the city.

ARTICLE XXVI.

DRY CULTURE.
OR DIN AN CES.

..

1. Mayor to execute Dry Culture 16. Rice culture prohibited.
Contracts with proprietors of 17. Penalty $100 per day.
low lands.
18. Owners and tenants both liable.
2. Contracts to be delivered to 19. Fines, how recovered.
Clerk of Council .
20. Duty of Mayor to serve notice
3. Survey of land, quality, and
on owner to appear before Counnumber of acres.
cil.
4. Seventy thousand dollars appro- 21. On failure to appear or to show
priated, payable in certificates
cause, Marshal to destroy rice.
or scrip.
22. Expense to be assessed on
5. Form of certificate.
owner.
6. The faith of the city and public 23. Action for violating Dry Culproperty pledged.
ture Contract.
7. Ground rents.
24. Springfield plantation, natnnil
8. Ten thousand dollars paid andrainage.
nually.
25. Mayor to summon before Coun9. Fifteen thousand dollars approcil any person impeding ,drainpriated.
age.
10. Duties of Dry Culture Commit- 26. Expense of removing impeditee.
ments, &c., of drainage, col11. Duties of Dry Culture Inspector.
lected by warrant of distress or
12. Salary of Inspector.
action for damages.
13. Owner of low lands to drain; 27. Persons who had planted rice
on failure to do so, Marshal
in ignorance of ordinance, to be
may drain at owner's expense.
relieved on payment of $25.
14. Inspector to report when drains 28. Duty of Mayor to enfo1 ce rigidly
require repairing, and Marshal
the ordinance of 29th -May,
shall notify owner and repair
1848.
drains if owner neglects. Pen- 20. Rice planted in either dry or
alty on owner $5 per acre.
wet culture, to be cut down
15. Money expended by Marshal
without resort to Council.
recovered from owner,
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ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 24th March, 1817.
Mayor to exe- 1. The Mayor is authorized forthwith to sign and .execute
cute
Dry Cul- sueh con t.rae t s WI'tll tlle I)roprietors of the low lands
ture Contracts
. . m front
with
propried
th
astern
and
western
extremities
of
tlus
tors of low an on e e
. ft City as
· t he,
d
lands.
·lU COnJUDC
·
t 1·0 n with the Commissioners
herema
er
appom
.
. et ,
shall approve; the condition of sa1d contracts to be a perpe ae of the present wet to a dry culture, under such
ua1 ch an o
.
·
1 · .·
penalties and with such reservatiOns as t? occas10na ungations and overflowings of the land, as s:nd Mayor and Commissioners may agree to and designate.
2· As Soon as the said contracts shall .have been ·entered
Contracts t o
d
be
delivered
to
.
t
by the Mayor,
Clerk of Coun- In o an d duly executed
·
. w1th. the .adv1ce an f
oil.
consent of the Commissioners assoCiated w1th h1m, eac.h o
'd contracts shall be delivered to the Clerk of Council, to
sa1
·
ft
be by him kept among the records of the CorporatiOn, a . er
the same shall have been recorded by the Clerk of the Supenor
Court of Chatham County.
nexed to each contract there shall be an accurate
f
3· An ....,
Survey o
·
tand
k
land,
quality,f
•
ct
sur"ey
of
the
land
upon
which
a
dry
culture
IS
to
•
h'a he
andnumbero exa
acres.
place, designating its quality a~d number of acres, w 10
shall be referred to and specified m the contract.
.
$70,000 appro• of seventy thousand dollars be, and IS hereby,
4. The S'"lm
priated.
appropriated for the purpose of co~plyi~g wi.th the payments
which may be mentioned and contamed.m sa~d contracts, ~nd
Howraised. the said sum shall be raised and obtamed m the followmg
manner: The said sum shall be converted into stock to .be
called "City Land Stock," and payable in certifi.cates or scnp,
City Land
Stock.
signed by the Mayor and coun tersign~d by the C1 ty Treasurer;
each certificate shall have the followmg form :

I

•
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principal to be extinguished by annual instalments within ten
years, pursuant to the directions and provisions of an ordinance passed the 24th day of March, 1817."
The said sum of seventy thousand dollars shall be divided
into certificates of one thousand, five hundred, and one hundred dollars each, and the Mayor is hereby authorized and
directed to deliver to any member of said Board of Commissioners who may be appointed for that purpose by the Board,
the certificates to the full amount of stock hereby created, to
be by him deposited in any bank or banks of this city, and
that such member of said board be, and he is hereby, also
authorized to insert the name or names of payee or payees,
and the date when interest is to commence, when a loan or
loans shall become necessary.
6. The faith of the City of Savannah and the public prop- City faith and
erty are hereby pledged as a security for the redemption of the ~f~.f;:~:
aforesaid stock, to be effected within ten years as by the appro- Ten years of
priation of the annual revenue and taxes of the city hereafter taxes, &c.
mentioned.

7. In aid of the foregoing pledge for the purpose of paying Ground Rents.
the interest of said stock, and the gradual extinguishment of
the principal, the rents of the city lots are hereby set apart
and specifically appropriated.
8. The annual surplus revenue of the city, together with When collect. over nuallypaid
ed $10,000 anSal'd rents an d oth er taxes sh a11 be, when collected, pard
to the said Board of Commissioners by the City Treasurer to over.
the amount of ten thousand dollars annually, to be by them
so app1;opriateu and applied as may within the time mentioned, honorably extinguish the interest and principal of the
debt thus contracted by the Corporation of Savannah.
Ordinance 17th May, 1819.

Scrip.

5.

"HEALTH AND PROSPERITY.

CITY LAND STOCK, }
SAVANNAH, March 31, 1817.
The Corporation of the City of Savannah promise to pay
the sum of
dollars,
d eon contracts with the Mayor and Aldermen for a change
0 ; culture of low lands, with seven per cent.
semi-annually, from
day of
, e

intere~t, paya;~e

.

9. The further sum of fifteen thousand dollars be, and the $15,000 appro. h ere by, appropna
. t ed 1!wr t h e purpose of complymg
. priated.
same IS
with the payments which may be mentioned and contained in
the contracts entered into between the City of Savannah and
private individuals, for the change of culture on low lands in
the neighborhood of Savannah.

Dn.Y CULTUR:E1.

Dry Culture
Committee
duties.

Ordinance 24th May, 1822.
10. A committee, composed of three members of the Board
of Aldermen, shall be appointed by the Mayor immediately
after the passing of this ordinance, and annually thereafter
upon the election of a new Board of Aldermen, which shall
be called the Dry Culture Committee, generally to superintend the examination of the rice lands in the vicinity of Savannah subject to the dry culture system, by contract, and
particularly to report to Council each and every neglect of the
contractors for the same to fulfill strictly their engagements
with the city, and it shall also be the province of the said
Committee of Dry Cultme to recommend, from time to time,
to Council such measures as to them may appear best calculated to give efficiency and utility to the dry culture system.

Ordinance 29th September, 1869.
Dry Culture
11. Hereafter the Dry Culture Inspector shall inspect the
Inspector
to a nee
. lands subJeCt
.
inspect
once
by contract to t h e d ry cult ure sys t em a t
monthinMay,
·
June, July, least once a month dunng
t h e mon th s of May, J une, J u ly,
August, and
Sep- August, September, an d 0 ct ober, an d a t sueh otlrer. t'rmes as
tember,
~e<;;g~{.r, and the Dry Culture Committee or the Mayor may direct; and
further that it shall be the duty of said Inspector to report
promptly to Council infractions of the State law and the
ordinances of the city in relation to the cultivation of rice
in and near the City of Savannah.
Compensation 12. 'l'he compensa.tion of the Dry Culture Inspector shall
of Inspector. be at the rate of fifty dollars per month, for every month in
which he shall be engaged in the work of inspection as aforesaid.
owner of low 13. The owner or owners of low lands or grounds within
~~ds to drain, the limits of the City of Savannah, at their proper e:s:pe~se,
shall, before the first day of January next, drain the said low
lands, and place the same in a dry state, and shall make, dig,
cut, and open such clitcLes, drains, and canals, as shall be
necessary for the draining the said lands, and keeping the
same in a dry state, and sha~l make, throw up, and build such
dams and mounds as shall be fit, able, and sufficient to resist
and exclude from the said lands the waters from the inland
swamps, streams, and ponds, and also the usual ebbin:; and
flowing of the tides; and in case the owner or owners of any
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such low lands shall, on the day aforesaid, have failed or neg- On failure or
.
.
neglect the
lected to have dramed the sard lands, or shall have done the Marshal to do
.
.
so at owner's
same meffectually, or shall have fa1led or neglected to open, expense.
cut, dig, and make any canals, ditches, and drains, or to throw
up, build, and make such mounds or dams as shall be sufficient to drain and keep the same in a dry state, and to resist
and exclude from the said lands, the waters from the inland
swamps, streams, and ponds, and also the usual ebbing and
flowing of the tides, then and in such case it shall and may be
lawful for the Marshal of the said city, and he is hereby empowered and required to cause the said low lands, or any part
of them, to be drained in the manner herein contemplated,
and to cause to be opened, cut and dug, such canals, ditches,
and drains, as shall be necessary for the draining such low
lands, and keeping the same in a dry state, and to cause to be
thrown up and made such mounds ancl dams as will, in his
opinion, be sufficient and able to resist and exclude from the
said lands, the waters of the inland swamps, streams or ponds,
and also the usual ebbing and flowing of the tides. And, if Penaity for
any person shall hinder, disturb, or molest the said Marshal, ~~;~~~~\:.c.,
or the person or persons by him employed in the execution of
his or their duties, such person or persons shall, on conviction, be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars for each
and every such hindrance, disturbance, or molestation.
14. It shall be the duty of the Inspector of Dry Culture Dry Culture
.
t o t'1me, t o VISI
. 't anct, In
. spec tth e s::u'dl ow l an d s, an dinspectorto
from t 1me
inspect andre't
t'
f
th
port when
ret O rep or t th e Sl ua IOn o
e same, anctJ 1'f a t any t•rme h e ~uiring
repair,
shall report the same to be not well drained, or shall report c.
the ditches and drains to the same to be foul or requiring
repair, or the dams or mounds to be insufficient, then, and in
such case it shall be the duty of the said Marshal, and he is Marshal to nohereby required to notify to the owner or owners of such lands tify owner.
the report of the Inspector, and to require him, her or them
to remedy the evil complained of within fifteen days thereafter, and in case any such owner or owners of such lands If owner does
shall fail or neglect to remedy the evils complained of within~~ ~;:rrg)s
the time prescribed, then it shall be the duty of the Marshal ~gYJo ~~sha!
to cause the same to be done in like manner as hereinbefore
provided, and the said owner or owners shall be subject to a
penalty of five dollars for each and every acre so reported to Penalty on the
owner $5 per
16
acre.
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be not well drained, and which be, she, or they shall so fail
or neglect to drain and put in proper order within the time
prescribed, to be recovered in any court having competent
jurisdiction thereof.
Money expen- 15 All sums of money expended by the Marshal in the
ded by Mar·
shal, recover- execution of the duties required of him by this article shall
ed from own'
er.
be recoverable by distress and sale of the goods and chattels
of such offender or offenders, and may be recovered in any
court having competent jurisdiction thereof.
Ordinance 26th January, 1826.
16. The cultivation or rearing of rice shall ' be, and is
Rice Culture
prohibited.
hereby, prohibited within the said extended limits of said
city, or at any place within one mile beyond the present
boundary of the same.
Penalty on
17. Any person who shall plant, rear, or cultivate rice, or
person planting, &c., $100 cause it to be planted, reared, or cultivated, in contravention
per day.
of the provisions of this article, shall be subject, and is
hereby made subject to a penalty of one hundred ($100)
dollars for each and every day that h e, she, or they shall so
plant, rear, or cultivate rice, or cause it to be planted, reared,
or cultivated, each and every day of such planting, rearing,
and cultivating, being considered as, a.nd is hereby declared to
be, a separate and distinct offence.
Penalty on
18. Whenever lands within the limits aforesaid, shall be
tenant
.
d m
. nee,
.
tivator.or cul- p l ante d or cul bvate
or attempte d to be so planted or
cultivated by any person or persons other than the owner or
owners of such lands, that such owner or owners shall likewise be considered as offenders, within the intent and meaning
of this article, and are hereby made subject, as well as the
tenant or tenants, cultivator or cultivators of said lands, to
the penalties h ereinbefore recited.
Fines, how re- 19. All fines, forfeitures, and IJenalties incurred and imcovered.
posed for a violation of the provisions of this article, shall be
levied and collected by Wll.rrants of distress and sale of the
offender's goods and chattels (if any to be found,) otherwise,
of lands of such offenders, in manner and form established by
law.
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Ordinance 29th May, 1848.
20. It shall be the duty of the Mayor, whenever he shall Mayor, duty
receive informat'lOU tl1at nee
· IS
· p l an t ed or cu l tr.vated upon to
on serve
owner,notice
&c.
any of the lands around the city, subject to dry culture contracts, to serve a notice upon the owner, tenant, or cultivator
of tl:e said land, or any person having the charge of the same,
or his, her, ?r their agent, requiring the said person to desist
from the said ct~lture, and to destroy the said rice if growing,
or to appear before Council at a time and place in such notice
to be specified, ~ot exceeding ten days from the date thereof,
to show cause, rf any they have, why the said growing rice
should not be removed and destroyed as a nuisance.
21. If the said owner, tenant, cultivator or other person, If owner, tenshall not, upon the said notice, comply with the terms of the :~;e!;:· fail to
same, or shall fail to appear before Council, or if havino· appeared, no sufficient cause should be shown why the said rice
should not be removed, and its culture abandoned· that in
such case the s~id Mayor and Aldermen may direct 'the City
Marshal forthwrth to remove the said rice, and to destroy the
same effectually, wherever it may be planted or growing on
the said dry culture contract.
E
· 22. h ' The ·expense incurred by the city authorities in en"or·c1•
xpense to b e
mg t IS artlcle shall be assessed upon the owner of the land assessed on
·
owner.
. h h
f rom wh rc t e nmsance shall be removed, and shall be collected by execution to be issued therefor, as in other cases of
dues to the city.
23. Nothing in this article shall be so construed as to pre- Action for
vent an action for, and recovery of damages for violation of P~lt~~~lb~~!
the dry culture contracts between the owners of lands and tracts.
the Corporation of Savannah.
Ordinance 29th August, 1850.
24. That it shall not be lawful for any person or body Sprmgtield
.
corporate, by any embankment dam or work to be erected or Tra.ct, natural
. h
'
'
dramage.
wh rc may have been heretofore erected across the natural
channels ?f drainage of the said Springfield tract or any other
tract, or m any other manner to impede the flow of water
from the said tract through the drains which have been or
may be constructed for the purpose of draining the said tract
of land or through the natural channels and outlets thereof
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to the Savannah river. And it shall be the duty of all persons
or bodies corporate who may have lawfully acquired a right of
way over said tract, or may have constructed embankments or
dams across the said tract, to cause sufficient culverts to be
built under the same, so that the drainage of said lands sh all
not be impeded.
Mayor to sum- 25. Whenever information shall be given to the Mayor of
mon before
_,__ ·
·
b een
Council_
any any impediment to the w:amage
of sal·d 1an ds, h avmg
person
Impeb
d
t
't
h
ll
b
th
ding the drain- caused by any person or o y corpora e, 1 s a e e d u t y
age.
of the said Mayor to summons such person or corporation, or
his or their agent, to appear before Council, and it shall be
Duty _of Co~- the duty of Council to investigate the said charge, and to pass
ml to mvesti. .
.
gate, &c.
such order for the removal of the smd 1mped1ment to the
drainage of the said lands, or for the construction of proper
culverts, as the nature or exigency of the case may require,
and for the protection of the health of the inhabitants of
Savannah.
!~~~~~-re- 26. When any person or body corporate shall impede the
pediments,
drainage of the tract of land aforesaid, or shall neglect or
&c., how collected.
refuse, upon clue notice, to remove their obstructions or to
provide sufficient culverts through their embankments for the
complete drainage of said lands, the expense of enforcing this
article and of removing the said obstructions, and for providing sufficient culverts, shall be collected from such person or
body corporate by warrant of distress or by an action on the
case for damages.
Ordinance 1st September. 1869.
Persons who
27. That after the payment of a penalty of twenty-five
had
planted
· m
· Ignorance
·
rice in
igno- dollars by such persons as hacl p l an t ed nee
of th e
ranee,
&c.,
rel
'
d
.c..
th
·
lieved on pay- ordinances, they are hereby re 1eve u·om e pams, penalt'1es
ment of $25· and forfeitures so incurred by them m
·
·
t h e cult'1vat'1011 of nee
in dry culture within the said forbidden limits, on condition,
also, that the lands so cultivated be kept, during the remainder of the season, in the condition required by the dry culture
contract and the ordinances of the city, and that this orclinance have no force or effect, except as to crops already planted and now growing within said forbidden limits.
DutyofMayor 28. It shall hereafter be the duty of the Mayor, under the
to enforce
rig- monthly report of' th e I nspec t 01. of D ry Cult me,
· m
· th e
idly
ordinance
of 29th May,
1848.
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months of May, June, July, August, September and October,
to enforce rigidly any violation of the ordinances of 29th May,
1848, and all other ordinances bearing upon the subject, in
so far as it provides for the destruction of all r~ce, whether
planted in dry or wet culture, upon the dry culture lands,
without reference of the same to Council.
29. The true intent and meaning of this ordinance being,
that unrl'-'~"'"r the violation of the dry culture ordinances, rice
planted in either dry or wet culture. shall be immediately cut
down by the order of the Mayor, mthout any resort to Council.
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~ic~tplanted d
m
e1.her ry
or
wet culture
to be cut down
without
resort
to Council.

ARTICLE XXVII.
EDUCATION.

1.

2.
3.

4.

1.

2.

STATUTES.
Permanent Board of Education 5. Name and style.
for Savannah.
6. Declared to be a substitute.
Board of Education incorpo- 7. Rights conferred by bill, how to
rated.
be construed.
Control of buildings.
May demand and receive Educational fund, etc.
ORDINANCES.
Mayor to appoint three Commis· 3. Chatham Academy.
sioners of the Massie School and 4. Forfeiture on failure to comply
Public School.
with conditions.
Commissioners to hold their of·
fices until their_successors are
appointed.

STATUTES.
State Law 21st March, 1866.
1. That from and after the passing of this act, there shall Permanent
be established in and for the City of Savannah, a permanent ~~t~~~ ~~rES~
Board of Education, to be styled the "Board of Public Educa- vannah,
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tion for the City of Savannah," whose design and purpose
shall be the direction, management and superintendence of
the public education of white children in the said city, between the ages of six and eighteen years.
~a~~ ?~c~!u- 2. That the following named citizens of Savannah· Richporated.
a.rd D. ArnoJ.d, John Stoddard, Solomon Cohen, Henry Williams, Edward J. Harden, John L. Villalonga, John Williamson, Edward C. Anderson, and John C. Ferrill,
()'ether
with the Commissioners of the Massie School, who rna; from
time to time be appointed under the 'Jrdinances of said
city, shall c~nstit~te the said Board, and under the name and
styl.e .aforesaid, shall be: and they are hereby created a body
politic and corporate, with perpetual succession of members
Powe1·s.
for the purpose aforesaid, and as such shall have full power
and authority to devise, establish and modify from time to
time, a plan a,n d system of education for white children, between the ages of six and eighteen years, in the City of Savannah, and to superintend the same; to appoint, suspend and
remove teachers of such children, and provide school houses,
to make by-laws, rules and regulations for their own government, and for the government of the teachers and schools under
their superintendence, to designate and elect officers of the said
Board, and to fill vacancies, (except vacancies among the Com_
missioners of the Massie School,) in any manner whatever
caused, either among officers or members of the said Board,
and to take, acquire, receive, hold and enjoy, for the purposes
aforesaid, moneys and real and personal estate, by bargain and
sale, gift, grant, contract, devise or bequest, and that they, as
such body corporate, and by the name and style aforesaid, may
sue and be sued, and may have a common seal, and otherwise
generally shall be clothed with all the rights, powers and privileges incident to corporations, and necessary and convenient
for carrying out the purposes of their creation.
Control of
3. That the said Board and corporation shall, for the purbuildings.
poses aforesaid, have possession and control of the buildinD"
in Savannah, known as the "Public School," with the ground~
appertaining thereto, of the building known as the "Massie
School," with the grounds appertaining thereto, and of all
and any other buildings and grounds that may be placed in
their possession, or under their management, control and su-
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perintendence, for the purposes aforesaid, without devesting
or changing nevertheless the title of any of the said buildings
or grounds, unless the same shall be distinctly conveyed to the
said Board.
4. That the said Board and corporation shall be entitled ~al~~~~~d
to demand and receive for the purposes aforesaid, from the ~~~~~tiona!
treasurer of the Board of Education of Chatham county, and
from every other State or County officer, or person who may
be in possession [of] or authorized to distribute the educational fund for the said county, so much of the said fund as shall
be in proportion to the number of white children of said
county, residing in the City of Savannah, and also to demand
and receive such sums as may be appropriated by the City
Council of Savannah, for the purposes aforesaid, and to expend the same for the purposes aforesaid, according to their
discretion. That nothing in this act contained shall be held
or construed to devest or diminish the rights and powers of
the Board of Education for the County of Chatham as to so
much of the said county as is not embraced within the limits
of the City of Savannah.
State Law 16th December, 18R6.

5. That from anrl i:Lfter the passage of thie act, the name Nameand
.
style.
and style of the 9 ·"d Board of Educatwn shall be "The Board
of Public Education for the City of Savannah and the County of Chatham." That all the powers, rights and privileges
and authority conferred upon the said Board by the act of
which this act is amendatory, or which may hereafter be conferred upon it by any other act, shall be, aucl the same are
hereby extended over the whole County of Chatham; and
that the said BmLrcl shall be exclusively entitled to receive from
every public officer or person who may be in possession of, or
authorized to distribute the State and cotmty educational
funds, the whole proportion of the said funds to which the
said County of Chatham may be entitled, and to appropriate
and distribute the same at their discretion, for the education
of all the white children in the said county, between the ages
of six and eighteen years, whether residing within or without
the limits of the City of Savannah: P1·ovided, that all such Proviso.
sums of money as may be received by the said Board from the
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City Council of Savannah, for educational purposes, shall be
exclusively appropriated to the education of the white children between the ages aforesaid, residing in the said city.
to be
6· Th at th e sa1c
. l B oard sh all be, an d 1t
. IS
. hereby declared
aDeclared
substitute.
to be, a substitute for the Board of Public Education established for the said county by existing laws.
Rights
confer7• That no generall aw upon th e su b'Jec t of pu bl'1c educared
by billhow construed tion, now in force, or hereafter to be enacted, shall be held,
deemed or construed to interfere with, diminish, or supersede
the rights, powers and authority conferred upon the said
"Board of Public Education for the City of Savannah and
the County of Chatham," by this act or the act of which it is
amendatory, unless it shall be so expressly enacted.
ORDINANCES, AS AlVIENDED.
Ordinance 16th May, 1866.

:O~~~~e~P-

1. That immediately after the passing of this ordinance
·
· m January of each
ancl a t th e fi Ist I egu1ar meetmg
of Counml
~~b~~ ~~goo!. succeeding year, the Mayor shall appoint three Commissioners
of the Massie School and the Public School, one of whom
shall be the Mayor, when he is not a member of the "Board
of Public Education for the City of Savannah and the County of Chatham;" and that said Commissioners may be sele~t
ed from the Aldermen, or citizens, or both, as the Mayor may
elect.
~~s~gu~~~~n2. That said Commissioners shall hold their offices until
m_ef~~:'~~~n- their successors are appointed, and shall unite with, and becessotrsdaretap- come part and IJarcel of +l,e
pome,ec.
"'-' "Board of Public Education £or
the City of Savannah and the County of Chatham," as created by an act of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia, approved March 21st, 1866, as amended by the act of the
16th December, 1866, and be governed by said acts, and by
such by-laws, rules and regulations as said "Board of Public
Education for the City of Savannah and the County of Chatham" may from time to time ordain for its government.
commissioners
of
the Massie

0

0

0

'

' CHATHAJ\I ACADEMY.

Ordinance 22d December, 1859.
Lots 17, 18 and
19, Brown
ward, &c.,
granted to
Chatham Aca-

demy.

T

3.
hat lots numbers seventeen, eighteen and nineteen
Brown war d, an d sueh porto10n of the adjacent lane as is now en-'
cl osed by t h e Trustees of Chatham Academy, be, and the same
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re hereby 5o·ranted to the said the Trustees of Chatham Acaand their successors, for the educat~on of you.th, so
long as the above described lots, and the adJacent portwn of
the lane now enclosed, shall be held and used by the said
Trustees, and their successors, for the purpose of education of
.
youth, as aforesaid: P1ooviclecl, always, nevedheless, and on ~J~:~?~~0i"t
this condition, that the said the Trustees of Chatham Academy, ~J:tf~;: 6fuand their successors in office, shall and will, in consideration charge.
of the grant hereby made, receive for the purpose of education,
and teach, annually, at least five scholars, free of charge, bestowing upon them like care, attention and instruction with
that extended to pay scholars in the said institution known
as Chatham Academy; said five scholars to be known as city
scholars, and to be selected from among the scholars ofthe Massie School, by the Commissioners of the said the Massie School,
and to be received and admitted into the Chatham Academy
only upon the recommendation of the said the Commissioners
of the Massie School; and, in case of the discontinuance or
permanent cessation of the Massie School, then on the recommendation of the City Council of Savannah.
40 That the said lots, and the enclosed portion of the ad- i'a~~~~t~~o~~
jacent lane, shall revert to the City of Savannah, and again Xlii.:J.h conbecome a part and parcel of its domain, whenever the same
shall be appropriated by the said the Trustees of Chatham
Academy, or their successors, to any purpose or purposes other
than the education of youth; and also, whenever the said Trustees of Chatham Academy, or their successors, shall refuse to
educate, annually, free of charge, at least five scholars, to be
received as hereinbefore specified: PToviclecl, the same be duly
rer .mmended, as aforesaid, by the Commissioners of the Masp' ~ School, or the City Council, in case the said Massie School
shall be discontinued or shall cease to exist.

~emy,

NoTE.-The operations of Chatham Academy having been suspended
during the war, and its means crippled, so as to prevent, in a measure,
its accustomed "hare of work in public education, an arrangement has
been made, by which, for the present, the use of the Academy builqing
has been turned over to the above named Board of Education, thereby
greatly facilitating the cause of public instruction.

..

250

EXHIBITIONS.

ARTICLE

XXVIII.

EXHIBITIONS.
ORDINANCES.
I. No circus, concert, exhibition,

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7. Exhibition prolonged beyond
music, show, theatrical reprethe time fixed by Mayor's persentation, &c., without Mayor's
mit, fine $25.
permission.
8. Policemen on duty on such ocPenalty $ 100 for performing or
casions to be paid by Acting
exhibiting without permission.
Manager.
1
Duty of Mayor and Marshal.
9. In no case to be paid by city.
Fines imposed shall be recov- 10. Mayor may shut up any place
ered by distrain and sale.
of public resort when in his
Tax on Savannah Theatre.
judgment, the public tranquillity
No ball or shouting within the
requires it.
limits of the city without written permission.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 14th February, 1709.

~~~!~~shhi-

1. No person or persons whutsoever, shall within the
limits of this city or of t he J'urisdiction of the coriJoration
c~lrepresenta- thereof, represent or exhibit in IJublic for money gain or
tion, &c., With'
'
c:
outMaJ:or's
reward, any play, trae-edy, comedy farce or interlude IJantopermisston.
.
.
u
'
'
'
mtme, r ope or wne dancing or walking, or other entertainment
of the stage or parts therein, feats of acting in horsemanship
or otherwise, wax work, curious animals, music, or other
public show or entertainment whatsoever, without permission
Application, previously obtained from the Mayor or acting Mayor. Upon
&c., therefor.
an application in writing by any person or persons, stating
the nuture of th e representations or exhibition proposed, the
names of the person s concerned, and the length of time during which he, she or they desire to represent, exhibit or per• • form, it shall and may be lawful either to refuse altogether
the permission applied for, or to grant the same for such
bition, music!
show, theatn-
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length of time, and subject to such restrictions and to the Phaymrf
ent
t e or.
payment of such sum or sums of mon ey as may be deemed
proper and expedient to be paid or secured, before such permission shall be granted.
2. If any person or persons shall represent or exhibit, or i~J5a;~~ ~!r
attempt to represent or exhibit any of the theatrical or other fhC!brJOlltingo&r;xI 11ng, u.
entertainments of the stage or parts therein, feats of activity
or other entertuinment, show or representation whatever,
either h erein expressly named, or coming within the purview
and meaning of this article, publicly for money, gain or
reward, without permission previously obtained as aforesaid,
or if any person or persons, having obtained such permission,
shall violate any condition or restriction under which the
same may have been granted, he, she, or they so offending
shall, for every such offence, forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars each; to be applied, one moiety to the
use of the city, and the other moiety to the use of the
informer.
3. It shall be the duty of the Mayor or acting Mayor, DutyofMayor
. "
t'ton b emg
.
.
.
upon 1D1orma
gtven,
or h avmg
reason t o sus- and Marshal.
pect, that any public representation, exhibition or show,
for money, gain or reward, is making, or about to be made, in
violation of the true intent and meaning of this article, to
issue his warrant, directed to the City Marshal, commanding
him that he shall disperse the persons attending to view such Disperse audi"
' .
.
.
ence, arrest
per1ormance,
ex h 1'b1t10n
or sh ow, an d t o arrest an d tmpnson
andimprison
the performer or performers, to be dealt with agreeably to this performers.
article, and if n ecessary may summon the police or citizens to
assist him.
4. The fines imposed in pursuance of this article shall
br recovered by distress and sale of the offender's goods and
A1attels.
Ordinance 16th February, 1869.

5. That the several ordinances of said city, in relation to Tax on Savan. l representatiOns
.
Theatre
th eat nca
or ex h 1'b1't'1ons, b e so amen d ed as nah
$150.
that such representations and exhibitions in the building
known as the Savannah Theatre or Athemeum, shall not be
subject to the taxes now required: Provided, the owners of
said building shall pay the annual tax or sum of one hundred
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and fifty dollars, and receive from the Mayor of the city a
license of exhibitions for the year such tax may be paid.
Ordinance 24th January, 1866.
ball orwrth.
be lawful. for any person
or persons to
sNhooutmg
. 6. That
. . it shall
. not
.
.
in
tbelimitsof
give,
Withm
the
hmits
of
the
mty,
any
pubhc
balls,
of whatt he City w1th. .
.
.
out wri~ten
soever descnptwn, or other gathermg, where boisterous shoutpernnsswn.
ing is indulged in, under the penalty of fifty dollars fine for

each and every contravention; unless permission in writing
be previously obtained from the Mayor; such penalty to be
inflicted upon the person or persons giving such ball or shouting, or guilty of boisterous conduct at the same. Wherever
the foregoing shall be violated, it shall be the duty of the
Mayor to cause said ball or balls, or other gatherings, as before
mentioned, to be closed immediately by the police.
Exhibition
7. Every person giving a public ball or gathering, as afore~~~Igtf.~dh~!: named, who shall prolong the duration of the same beyond
~:t~lmillf,aythe hour fixed by the Mayor's permit, shall be subject to a fine
26
fine ' •
of twenty-five dollars for each and every offence. The Mayor
shall nominate and appoint a sufficient number of men to be
policemen, and to form, under that denomination, a guard for
theatres, public exhibitions, balls, and shoutings, in order
there to receive and execute the orders and directions of the
Mayor and officers of the police, as to what concerns the
maintenance of good order in the aforesaid premises: Provided, that their number shall not exceed five men for each
of such theatres, exhibitions, balls, or shoutings.
Policemen
on
8. The .policemen on duty on such occasions
shall
be. paid
duty
on such
.
.
occasinnstobe by the actmg managers or other persons haVIng duectwn of
:;:~a~~r~cting the said exhibition, at the rate of two dollars for each policeman thus employed; and every policeman on duty at a ball,
gathering, or public exhibition shall be entitled to require
from the person or persons giving said ball, gathering, or
public exhibition the said compensation of two dollars.
In
no case
9. In no case shall the above mentioned service be at the
be paid
by to
city.
expense of the city; and all persons are forbidden to oppose
or disturb aJ:!.y of the aforesaid policemen in the legal execution of their office, or to utter against them invectives or
opprobrious language in the discharge of their duty; and
every person herein offending shall pay a fine of from ten to
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:fifty dollars, at the discretion of the Mayor, for every such
offence.
10. By virtue of the powers granted, by law, to the Mayor :t,~o~::~Y
and City Council, the Mayor shall c~use to be shut up any f;~~:s~~l~b
place of public resort when the ~ar~t~nance of orde~, t~e ;:;_~e~~~t~~he
public safety, or tranquillity may, m his JUdgment, reqmre It. ¥~~~e~it.ce

ARTICLE XXIX.

FIRE.
ORDINANCES.
1. Pitch, tar, &c., not to be set on
fire, etc., except as to coopers,
etc.
2. Penalty for ere c tin g wooden
buildings. Exceptions.
3. Not lawful to erect wooden
buildings or sheds under the
bluff, or Jn any wharf lot.
4. E levating wooden buildings as
high as ridge, etc.
5. Buildings for carrying on trades
built and paverl with brick, etc.
and covered with incombustible
material.
6. Penalty for removing wooden
buildings without permission.
7. Wooden buildings, etc., encroaching, etc.
No wooden
buildings repaired without permission, etc.
8. Build ings and sheds to be covered with incombustible materials.
9. Removal of buildings on the
same lot.

10. Mayor and Chief Engineer to
move buildings they consider a
nuisance.
11. Not lawful in one enclosure
more than two hundred and fif.
ty cords of wood; duty of Chief
Engineer.
12. Lumber yards not more than
60,000 feet, or piled higher than
15 feet. Penalty.
13. Brick buildings over one story,
walls twelve inches in lower and
nine above, etc.
14. Buildings covered with incom·
bustible material to be kept so.
Penalty.
15. No removal of wooden buildings through the streets without
permission, etc.
16. Officers of Fire Department
and of Police to report neglects.
Penalty.

•

1
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17. Fire limits. Not lawful to erect
any ~ooden building or shed
under the bluff, or on any wharf
between the eastern limits of
the city and the Savannah and
Ogechee Uanal.
18. All ordinances in regard to the
erection, etc., made applicable
to fire limits.
19. Fire limits extended.

20. Wooden buildings may be
erected within certain limits.
21. No petition to repair any wood·
en building within fire limits to
be entertained, if such struct·
ure encroaches upon the line of
any street.
22. Foundries not to be put up
without permission.
23. Penalty.
24. How stoves shall be placed.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 1st November, 1791.
Pitch, tar, &c.,
not
to be
set
on fire,
e~c.

Except as to
coopers, etc.

1. It shall not be lawful to or for any person or persons
whomsoever, to b01'I, burn, or set on fi re, or cause t o b e b OI'Ied,
burned, or set on fire, any pitch, tar, turpentine, oil or other
combustible matter whatsoever, in any quantity exceeding
four gallons, within one hundred and fifty feet of any building in this city: P1·oviclecl, always, nevertheless, that nothing
herein contained, shall be construed to extend to fires necessarily made by coopers, chairmakers, or blacksmiths, in pursuit of their several trades, and provided such persons shall
make their fires in an enclosed building.
Ordinance 30th October, 1856.

Penalty for

2. It shall not be lawful for any person to put up, build or

~~g~;:'tbuild- erect any building or structure of wood, within the fire limits,
ings, $50 ·

under a penalty of not exceeding fifty dollars for each and
every day such structure of wood shall remain up, except in
Temporary
cases hereinafter mentioned: P1·oviclecl, that nothing herein
~~J~~inate- contained shall prevent the erection of temporary places to
rials.
protect building materials: AncljJ1"0videcl, fudher, that nothExceptions.
ing in this article shall be so construed as to prevent the erection of wooden buildings not exceeding twenty feet in height,
including the apex of the roof, in that part of the city known
as Curry Town, bounded north by Jones street, and east by
Montgomery street, pro1onged to Gwinnett street, or the
Open sheds.
erection of open sheds within any of the city limits, so that
such sheds be not more than one story, and be covered over
with tin or other incombustible material.

•
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3. In addition to the fire limits mentioned and defined in Wooden
this article, it shall not be lawful for any person to erect any ~~~~;~~~~~
wooden building or shed under the bluff, or on any wharf lot the bluff, etc.
between the eastern limit of the city and the Savannah and
Ogechee Canal, under the penalty mentioned in the second
section of this article.
4. Nothing contained in any part of this article shall be Elevating
wooden
so cons t rue d as t o prevent the owner of any wooden house buildings
as
.
.
high
as ridge.
fi·om el evati ng any por t'wn of t h e same as high
as the ndge
of the main building, provided the roOf thereof is covered
with tin, slate, or other incombustible material, and that the
area covered by the original house be not increased ; and that Original area.
nothing in this article shall be so construed as to prevent the
o:vner ~f any h~use from erecting porticos of any height or Porticos.
dimenswn, proVIded the roof be covered with tin or other incombustible material, and that such porticos do not encroach
on any public street or lane: Ancl f~t1·tl~e1·, that nothing con- Raisin&- house
. dm
. th'IS ar t'ICIe sh al I be so construed as to prevent the. brick
by addmg
t ame
baseow n:r· of any h ouse f rom rmsmg
· ·
th e same by addmg
. thereto inches,
ment, walls H
etc.
a bnck or stone basement, provided the walls thereof are not
less than a brick and a half or fourteen inches in thickness,
and the roof of such house be covered with tin or other incombustible material, and the area covered by the original
house be not increased.
5. It shall not be lawful for any person to put up and erect Build!J1gs for
carry:mg on
any l10nse or b m'ld'mg, for the purpose of carrying on and ex- t1aues
built of
ercising the trade of a baker, brewer, distiller, sugar refiner, ~~:c:i~.nd pavsoap boiler, tallow chandler, chemist or cotton ginner, within
the limits of the City of Savannah, unless the said house
or building be built and paved with brick, or stone or tabby, and be covered with tin, slate, tiles, or some incombustible mater~al, ~nd that any p_erson or persons who shall carry
on_ or_ exerCise mther of the smd trades in any building, which
bmldmg shall not be built, paved and covered in the manner
specified in this section, shall be subject to a fine of thirty dol- Penalty $30.
lars for each and every time such person or persons shall carry on or exercise either of the trades aforesaid.
6. No wooden building more than twenty feet hi"h from Removal of
the ground to the highest point of the roof, shall be ~·emoved ~~~d;rt~o~id
from any one point within the fire limits as mentioned in this ){~~:S~~:l ~dermen, penalty $100.
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article, to any other point within the same limits, or from any
point without the said limits to any point within the same
limits, without the permission of the Mayor and Aldermen
for the time being, under a penalty of one hundred dollar s on
each and every person guilty of a violation of this section .
:wooden build7. N 0 wooden house, buifding, sh ed, fen ce or structure of
mgs, etc. , en.
. t , 1ane, a11ey, or
croaching.
wood whiCh
encroach es upon any publ"IC st ree
place within the limits of the City of Savannah, shall be considered as embr().ced within the provisions of the fourth section of this article, so long as such en croachments continue ;
No w?oden
that no wooden house, building, sh ed, or structure of wood,
buildings
re- shall be repaired
.
. · the fu·e 1·Iml"t s of sa1
"d C"It Y of Savanpaired without
w1thm
permission of
. .
.e
· l y ob council and
nah unless permiSSIOn
there1or
sh a1111ave b een prevwus
certificate of
'
·
· wn"t"mg f rom
Chief Engitained
from the City Counc1l,
on cer t I"fi cat e m
neer· if over a
h
·
"ll t
t t o ren;toiety no cer- the Chief Engineer, that sue repaus WI no amoun
tificate.
building of such house, building, sh ed or structure; and that
whenever and wherever the repairs upon an y wooden house,
buildino-,
shed or structure shall exceed a moiety thereof, the
0
same sh all be held, deemecl and considered a re-building under
this article, nd the Chief Engineer is h ereby 1nohibited from
granting the certificate m entioned in this section ; and if any
person shall violate any of the provisions of this section, h e
or she, on conviction before the Police Court, sh all be fined in
Penalty $100 the sum of one hunili·ed dollars per day, for each and every day
per day.
such house, building, shed or structure shall r emain repaired,
altered, changed or improved in any ~ay or manner whatev~r,
Mechanics, &c. contrary to the provisions of this sectwn. And every mechamc,
engaged there·
t 1 · th .
in, penalty
artificer, or other person, who shall be m strumen a In e r e$100"
building, repairing, altering, changing, or improving in any
way or manner whatever, any wooden house, building, sh ed or
structure, cont rary to the provisions of this section, sh all, on
conviction before the Police Court, be fined in the sum of one
hundred dollars; one half of ·the fines imposed by this section to be payable to the informer, and the other h alf into the
No open sheds. city treasury; it being understood that open sh eds, mentioned
in the second section, are not embraced in this section.
Buildings and
8. When ever any house, building, sh ed or structure h eresheds
to with
be
· · of t h e C1·t y of S avannah ,
covered
after to be built within the fi re hm1ts
mcombustible
.
· h
material.
shall be roofed or covered, It shall be r oofed or covered w1t
slat e, tile, tin or other incombustible mat erial, and that every
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person violating the foregoing provision sh all be fined in the Penalty $100.
sum of one hundred dollars ; one half thereof to be payable to
the informer, and the other h alf into th e city treasury.
9. Any wooden building in the condition authorized by Removal of
.
.
buildings on
th1s art1cle, may be removed from one part of a lot to any same lot.
other part of the same lot, even though within the fire limits,
provided the permission of Council be first had and obtained.
10. It sh all and may be lawfnl for the Mayor and Chief -g.~~~rE~':J
Engineer of the City of Savannah to cause any house, build- neer tob r e-d
move m 1 ing, shed or structure, to be pnlled down or removed when- ingsthey _conSider a omever they sh all consider the same a nuisance or dangerous, or sance.
in violation of t he fire ordinances of th e said city; the expense
of such pulling down or removal to be paid out of the city
treasury, except in cases of nuisance or of violation of the fire
ordinan ces, when it shall be borne by the owner.
11. It shall not be lawful for any person or persons, or Not lawful In
.
one enclosure
body corporate, to keep within any one enclosure in said c1ty, more than 250
.
.
d cords wood ;
more than two hundred an d fi fty cords of h ght or pme woo , duty of Chief
and the Chief Engineer shall have auth ority to enter any :~!~~~e$ioo
per day.
enclosure and measure such wood; and on proof of more than
the above quantity, the person or persons, or body corporate
offending, shall be fined one hundred dollars for each day that
the same may remain, such fine to be paid to the Savannah
Fire D epartment for its use and ben efit.
Lumber yards
12. No lumber yard of any description ' or open place for not
mnre than
the stowing away of lumber beyond sixty thousand feet, shall ~~~~~ ~r:~eror
be permitted wit hin t he present fire limits, as defin ed in the tphanJ5 f~et.
emuty .. 1 00
first section of this article, and on th e north by the river ; and per day.
that in no lumber yard or open place within the said limits,
shall the lumber be piled higher than :fifteen feet; and any
person or persons violating any of the provisions of this section, shall be :fined in the sum of one hundred dollars for
every day's violation as aforesaid.
13. Every house or building which shall hereafter be erect- ~rick build.
1ngs over one
eel in the City of Savannah, of brick, stone, tabby or tap1a, .of story, walll4
.
mches lower,
more than one story, shall have a thickness of wall m the and 9 above.
lower story, of a brick and a half or not less than fourteen
inches, and nine inches above the lower st ory; and every house Buildings to
. t"wn, ancl wh etl1er of one or more be
covered
or b m"ld"m g of sueh d escnp
with
incom. 1n
. h mg
. ]1t , sh all b e covered Wl"tl1 sl at-e, t 1"l e, t"1n, or oth er rial;
bustible
St ones
guttmateers.

17

258

FlRE.

incombustible material, . and the gutters thereof shall be seAdditions
to cured agams
· t fi re; an d all add·t·
' h sh all be made to
buildingssame
1 Ions wh lC
~~~~~1$\6o ; the houses or buildings already erected, and all houses and
~nnde~;~~~i';e buildings which sh all be erected on old foundations, in part
~~iJ~~gsftu11- or in whole, shall be deemed and consider ed within the proowner's ex- visions, restrictions and regulations of this section ·, and every
pense.
person offending against any of such provisions, shall, on conviction before the Police Court, be fin ed in a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, and it shall moreover be lawful for
the Mayor and Chief Engineer to cause any building or house
built or constructed, in part or in whole, against the requirements of this section, to be pulled down at the expense of the
:;,x~~~bo~:s~s owner thereof ; except that such addition, if made of wood,
shall be covered upq.n the external sides and ends thereof with
some metal of sufficient thickness, put together without solder.
Buildings cov- 14. All houses or buildings within the said city, wl1ich
ered
with in- have been, or hereafter shall be erected m
. the manner precombustible
.
. and whiCh
. are
material
to
be
'b
d
.
th'
t'
l
.
h
'
'd
fi
kept so.
sen e 1n
IS ar IC e w1t 1n sa1 re 11m1ts,
now, or h ereafter may be covered with slate, tile or other incombustible material, shall continue to be so cover ed with
slate, tile or other incombustible material, and shall be k ept
secured against fire in manner h ereinbefore prescribed; and if
any person or persons, being owner or proprietor of such house
or building, or having authority, or whose duty it shall be to
repair the same, shall suffer such house or other building to
remain, in whole or in part, uncovered with slate, tile or other
incombustible material for the space of thirty days after h e,
she or they. shall be notified by any of the city officers, or the
Fire Department, h e, she or they sh all forfeit and pay for such
Penalty $30 offence, a sum not exceeding thirty dollars, and shall be subfor
•
days,every
etc. 30 Ject
to a like fin e for every thirty days afterwards that such
house or building shall remain so uncovered.
:~Jo removal of
15. It shall not be lawful to remove any house or building
wooden
build- th.Ioug
·
h th e st reet so f Savanna1,
l WI'th ou t th e wntten
.
·
ingsthrough
permlsthe
streets
·
f
tl
M
f
·
d
·
t
d
h
•
without per- s1on o 1e ayor o sa1 Cl y; an t at any person or. permission etc.
of
. sueh Iemova,
.
1 sh a11 b e fi ne d In
. a sum not• exMayor,
sons engaged 1n
ceeding thirty dollars for every day such house or building
may be left on, or passing through any street, lane, square or
other public place in the City of Savannah; and that when-
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•e'\'er, in the opinion of the Mayor and any two Aldermen, such
house or building may be considered a nuisance, the Mayor
and such Aldermen may, by written instructions, <lirect the
Marshal of the city to remove such nuisance, in any manner
they may direct.
16. It shall be the. duty of the officers of the Fire Depart- F1re
Officers
ot
Departmen t an d of the Pohce Force to report all neglects of the du- ment and Po· d ·
·
·
hce to report
.
t 1es reqUlre m tlus article, and upon conviction before the nell'lects;
. C
t fS
oll'euder fined
P ol ICe our o avannah, the offender shall be fined in a sum $ 10 or dismissnot exceeding ten dollars, or be dismissed from service.
ed.
Ordinance 30th May, 1866.

(See Section 19.)

17. The fire limits of the City of Savannah shall be in- Fire limits excluded within the following boundaries, to wit: Savannah tended.
River on the north, East Broad street on the east, commencing at the river at the foot of East Broad street, and running
southwardly along the east side of East Broad street to its
.
'
mtersection with Gwinnett street, thence from the northern
side of Gwinnett street to its intersection with West Broad
street on the west, and thence again to the river. And with Not lawful to
the further provision that it shall not be lawful for any per- ~gg~:g)mild
son to erect any wooden building or shed under the bluff or ~':,~~~!~1~3~;
on any wharf between the eastern limits of the city and the ~~t~~le~vt~'!:'r
~a:annah ~nd Ogechee Canal, under the penalty fixed by ex- ~~s;~~~N;~~d
1stmg ordmances. And whereas, during the late war, and ~~~s~;:ghne~h
since that time, certain persons, for want of proper materials, Canal.
or otherwise, put UIJ erections or made repairs in violation of Certain
er-d .
sons re11.p
eve
t~e fire ordinances of ~he city, for relief from which applicatiOns are being made to Council, for causes appealing strongly
to the lenity of Council, such persons are therefore relieved
and the penalties therefor remitted.
18. All ordinances in regard to the erection and repair of All ordinances
buildings or erections within the fire limits of said city, are in
to
theregard.
erect10n,
h ereby made applicable to the fire limits as extended
.• made
ap.
' or· as et~
pllcable
to fire
they
may be h ereafter extended' and that no composition roof- limits
.
ed, or asextendthey
mg shall be allowed.
may be
hereafter
extended
Ordinance 21 st July, 1869.

19. That the fire limits of the City of Savannah, within Fire limits exwhich wooden and other combustible structures may not be tended.
erected, be and the same are h ereby extended to New Hous-
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toun street on the south, and be bounded east by the western•
line of Price street, and west by the western line of.Barnard
street; and that all the ordinances of said city against the
erection of combustible buildings within the present fire limits, be and they are hereby extended, and shall have operation
over said extended limits.

STOVES.

Ordinance 12th April, 1871.

Wooden build- 20. That the fire ordinances of said city be and are hereby
ings
maywithin
be amended as to permit
· the erectiOn
· of woo den st rue t ures, t o b e
erected
certain limits. covered mt
. h tm,
. m
. th at por t'1011 of sa1c
. l Cl'ty sou th of Sou th
Broad street and east of Price street, and south of Jones street
and west of Montgomery to Gwinnett street.
Ordinance 3d April, 1867.

No petition to 21. That hereafter no wooden structure, building or fence
repairany
. . of the c·1ty of savannah , sh a11 be repau.
wooden struc- within the fire hm1ts
ture
within
·
·
4!
h
fire limits to ed where or as lonoas such bmldmg, structure or ~euce s aII
0
.
be
entertained
'
'
1
th er th oroug
. hif such sh·uc- encroach upon the hne of any street, ane oro
ture
encroach.
·
d
t't'
4!
•
•
t
· any
es upon the fare of sa1d City; an nope 1 1011 ~or permiSSIOn o repau
line
of
any
·
h'
·a
fir
li
·
street.
wooden structure, building or fence Wit m sa1
e m1ts
shall be entertained by Council, unless it shall appear that
such structure, Q.uilding or fence does not encroach upon the
line of any such street, laue or other thoroughfare. And that
all ordinances and parts of ordinances, so far as they militate with this ordinance, are hereby repealed.
Ordinance 9th June, 1859.

Founderies
22. That it shall not be lawful for any person to erect, put
not to be put
up without up or build, within the corporate limits of the City of Savanpermission.
nah, any foundery for the melting, smelting, casting or manufacture of iron or other metal, except by the permission of the
said Mayor and Aldermen.
Penalty.
23. That if any person shall violate any of the provisions
of this ordinance, such person shall, on conviction before the
Police Court, be fined in a sum not exceeding twenty-five dollars a day, for each and every day such foundery shall be erected or used; one-half of the said fine to be payable to the informer, the other half into the city treasury.
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Ordinance 11th March, 1825.

24. It shall not be lawful to keep any stove in the City of How stoves
shall be placed
Savannah, unless the same be placed and fixed upon a sheet of
lead, iron, copper or some enclosed fire proof place, and the
funnel of such stove be let through the light of the sash, and
the vacant place around it be filled up with sheets of tin; or,
if it be let through the side or end of any other part of a
wooden house, then the hole through which it passes shall be
at least one foot in diameter, and the space remaining shall be
filled up with sheets of tin, so that the funnel afol'esaid, be
four inches equally distant from every part of the wood, and
extended two feet from the house or eaves of any roof; and fFuntnfel two
ee rom
when the funnel is carried through any part of the house that house.
is lined, then it shall be let through a tube of tin, which shall
be at least three inches from the funnel, and the space between
the tube and the wall shall be filled up with sheets of tin.
And any stove or stoves erected or fixed in any manner other
than is herein directed, shall be taken down at the expense of
the owner, and the person or persons using such stove or
stoves shall be liable to a fine not exceeding- thirty dollars for Penalty $30,
etc.
each and every such offence.
'
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16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

STATUTE.
1. Powers of Mayor and Aldermen.

26.
27.

ORDINANCES.

28.

1. Savannah F ire Department in·

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
7.

corporated. Three officers to
be elected on the first Friday in
February, annually.
Until election of officers, the
present organization shall con·
tinue.
Council may remove
any officer, but no officer shall
be permanently removed until a
hearing before Council.
Until otherwise ordered, the ap·
pointment of officers, etc., shall
continue with the Savannah Fire
Company.
The Mayor and the Committee
on the Fire Department author·
ized to make rules and regula·
tions.
Not lawful for any organizati'on
of firemen to be connected with
the Fire Department without
consent of Council.
Every engine, &c., to be considered the property of the city.
No st~am engine or other apparatus shall be assigned to any
private work without the written consent of the Chief E ngi·
neer and approval of the Mayor.

8. Every fire company shall have
the right to elect its engineer
under certain rules. Rules.
9. Every company shall be allowed
$100 per month for ordinary
expenses, and $10 additional to
defray the expense of having
horses to move engines in cases
of alarm of fire.
10. Not lawful to put on a pressure
of more than seventy pounds of
steam unless ordered by Chief
Engineer. Penalty $30.
11. Contests for superiority of en·
gines forbidden. Penalty $20.
12. Lawful for any engine, &c., to
take the most available route in
going to a fire, but on returning
shall not pass over any sidewalk,
or through any square, or
through the market.
13. Disagreements between a fire
company and the chief officer
or officers shall be referred to
the Mayor, with right of appeal
to Council.
14. Organization of Savannah Fire
Department.
15. E lection of officers.

29.

Meetings.
Duties of Chief Engineer.
Duties of Assistant Engineers.
Election of Secretary.
Finance Committee.
Duties of members.
Quorum.
Alterations.
General regulations of Savannah Fire Department.
Hose companies put upon the
sa)lle footing with fire compa·
nies.
Firemen's Hall.
Automatic Fire and Police
Alarm established.
Fine for giving false alarms or
for injuring in any way Fire
Alarm Telegraph.
Alarms to be given under the
rules and regulations of t.he Savannah Fire Department.

30.
31.
32.
33.

34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
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Members at fires, &c.
Engines, &c.
Command at fires.
Engines, buckets, &c., to be
safely deposited in places pro·
vided for them.
Duty of Marshal at fires.
Mayor and Aldermen to assem·
bleat fires.
Firemen to enter houses; search
for powder, &c.
To examine chimneys, and if
dangerous report to Council.
Chief Engineer to pull down or
blow up house, &c.
Duty of Scavenger.
Who shall ride through streets.
Militia at fires.
Ladders and scuttles.

STATUTE.
Revised Code of Georgia, 1?67, ~4785.

1. The Mayor ·ancl Aldermen shall have power to appoint Powers of
.
Mayor and Alsuch officers ancl agents, and make such rules and regu l at wns dermen.
for such appointm nts, ancl for the keeping up of an effective
force for preventing ancl extinguishing fires in said city, as the
said Mayor and Aldermen shall deem expedient; but nothing
herein contained shall be construed to repeal the charter of
any fire company now existing by law.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 23d January, 1867.

1. That the first two officers of the several incorporated Savannah Fire
Department
and orgn,nized fire companies in the City of Savannah, wheth- incorporated.
.
Three officers
er incorporated by the Leg1slature or the court, and hereafter to be elected
.
the first
to be mcorporated
W1.th t h e consent of tl1e c·t
1 y counm'1, sh all on
Friday
in Feb.
S
h
F'
D
ruary,
constltute a Board~to be known as the avanna
1re e- ally. annupartment, and which said Board shall be, and is hereby authorized to. elect three officers of said Fire Department, who shall
be designated, respectively, as [by ordinance of 4th August,
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1869, Chief Engineer, First Assistant Engineer, and Second
Assistant Engineer,] and who shall have precedence in the order in which said officers are named, that is to say: the Chief
Engineer shall have supreme command at fires; in his absence
the First Assistant Engineer shall have such command and
.
.
.
'
m the absence of both, the Second Assistant Engmeer shall
command; said election shall take place on the first Friday
of February, annually, at a place in said city, and between
such .hours on said ~ay as may be. agreed upon by a majority
of said Board; or, m a case of disagreement of said Board,
then the place and hours of election shall be fixed by the
Mayor of said city. Within three clays after such election
the same shall be notified to the Mayor, who shall communi~
cate the same to the City Council at their next regular meeting, who shall confirm or reject such election, wholly or in
part, as they may deem proper. In case of rejection, another
election shall be had within three days after, by said Board;
and all temporary vacancies in said offices of Chief and First
and Second Assistant Engineers may be forthwith filled by the
Mayor, subject to the approval or rejection of the City Council at their next regular meeting: P1·ovidecl, always, that no
person shall be eligible to the position of Chief Engineer, First
Assistant Engineer, or Second Assistant Engineer, as aforesaid, who shall not, at the time of such election, be a member
of some incorporated and organized fire company in Savannah.
l[ntil the elec2. That until the election and confirmation as aforesaid
of
twn of officers
'
the pr.eseJ?.t
officers
of
the
said
Fire
Department,
the
present
organization
orgamzat10n
.
shall continue. of the Fire Departwen t shall continue ; and all officers of the
smcl present or future Department shall continue in office until the election, confirmation and installation of their succesCouncil may sors: P1·oviclecl, always, that the City Council mav' at any
remove any
..~ '
offifficer, but no time, remove any officer of the said Fire DerJartment hereby
o cer shall be
permanent!Y created, and order a new election to fill the vacancy created by
removed without a hearing_ such removal, and Council may, in any contim.tency deemed
before Council
by them proper, put the engines and other apparatus belonging to the city, under such care, control and management as
they may determine: PToviclecl, that no @officer of said Fire
Department hereby created, shall be permanently removed until a hearing before Council of the charges against, or objection to such officer: And p1·oviclecl, also, that nothing in this
u

ordinance contained shall be construed as intending to interfere with the right of any incorporated and organized fu·e
company to select its own officers for the management and direction of its own affairs.
3. That
until otherwise ordered by Council,
the appoint- w1se
U!Jtil other'
.
ordered
roent of officers to command, ancl of operatives to work the en- the
appointment of offithe control cers shall congines and fire apparatus, now or hereafter nuder
.
'th th e sal·a Savannah
mme with the
of the Savannah Fire Company, shalI con t mue
WI
Fire
Company.
Savannah Fire Company.
4• That his Honor the Mayor and the Committee on the The
Mayor.
and CommJttee on the Fire
F ire Department are hereby authorized to make such further
.
Department
rules and reg·nlations for the government of the Board. of Fne- authorized
to
make rules
men hereby created, as may be deemed proper; whiCh rules a_ud regulaand regulations, when adopted by Council, shall be valicl and twns.
binding, until they are altered or rescinded by Council; but
no rule or regulation shall be proposed which shall be in conflict with this article, and all ordinances heretofore passed by
Council on the subject of the Fire Department, not repugnant to this article or repealed, are hereby expressly saved and
declared of force.
Ordinance 4th March, 1868.

Notlawfu~for
5• That it shall not hereafter be lawful for any organiza- any
orgaruzation of firemen to have anything to do or to be connected with ~0°~8°~~~~~;t:
the Savannah Fire Department, independently of, and without FedIrewiDthepar
thatthe consent of the City Council, and Council shall hereafter mhent
withtouft
t e consen o
use its best efforts to prevent the incorporation of any new Council.
fire company in thEY City of Savannah, but not to prevent the
renewal of any existing charter of a fire company.
6 That hereafter every enf!'ine or other article or thing &c.,
Every engine,
to be conused for the extinguishment of fire, and
put
into
the
service
sideredtthef
proper yo
,
.
of the city, shall, without respect to ownership, be considered the city, etc.
the property of the city, so far as that the same shall never
be withdrawn from service without thirty days previous notice
No steam ento the City Council·' and everv" such eng·ine or other article or gme
or other
thing as aforesaid, shall be received into service as aforesaid, sh:
apallparb·atus.
e assignonly on the foregoing express condition.
~~t~c\~!ri7. That no steam fire engine or other apparatus of any de- withtout
the
wnt en conscription, shall hereafter be assigned
to
any
private
work
or
ensce~t of thE!
~
hief Engiterprise, or used therein, or be removed, or carried or placed proval
neer and apof the
•

u

Mayor.

,
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beyond the proper station assigned to it, without the written
consent of the Chief Engineer and approval of the Mayor.
Every fireshall 8· That every fi re
. company h avmg control or management
company
f~~fe~~eit'i~~~ of a steam fire engine, shall have the right to elect its engig~~~ifnu~~~~. heer, u~der th~ following rules: Such company shall notify
th~ Chwf En~meer of such election, and he shall at once ap:
pomt a committee of three engineers, who shall form an examining board; and if the engineer elected shall be found competent, the Chief Engineer shall approve the election and
forthwith send the action of the examining board to Council
for confirmation; and no person shall be allowed to become a
candidate for engineer unless he shall produce certificates
of proper qt:aiifications from engineers well known to be competent judges of such qualifications.
Every
· a steam engme
· shall be
ny
shallcompabe al- 9· That each company managmg
~~,;~ $t~~ ~i·~ allowed one h unclrecl dollars per month for ordinary expenses,
~~~.~d $f6~~= and ten dollars a~cliti.oual, to defray the expense of having
d1tional
to de- horses to move engme m cases of alarm
of fir·e ·
fray expense
'
g~r~:~~lfnove 10. That it shall not be lawful for any engineer of or atengines
cases of inalarm tached to any steam fire engine to put on a }Jressure of n1ore
of fire.
th~n seven.ty pounds of steam, unless ordered to do so by the
Not lawful to Cluef Engmeer, under a penalty of thirty dollars :Dcr ench ancl
.
.
'
'" '
put on a pressm·e of more every vwlatwn of this prohibition · and it shall be the duty
than 70 pounds f
h
·
'
of steam un- o ea.c engmeer to have his engine in }Jroper working order
less ordered
ft
t
.c.
by Chief Engi- a er re urn 11·om a fire, and before leaving the enO'ine for his
neer. Penalty I d 0' •
All
.
b
$30.
o bmgs.
necessary repa1rs of engines or other fire apparatus shall, before b.eing made, be reported immediately to the
offic~rs of su~h engmes, who will notify the s~tme to the Chief
Engmeer or mspecting officer of the Department, who will
order the necessary repairs made, unless they be of magnitude,
and then they shall only be made with the consent of the
Mayor.
~g~;;i"o~i{~r of 11. That contests for superiority of steam fire engines at
~f!J~~~ for- fires are hereby. expressly forbidden; nor shall any engine be
put or usecl to Its utmost capacity or test, without the consent
of the Chief Engineer, who will see to the utility of having
such tests made at the annual parade, when two hundred
feet of best hose will be furnished, of the capacity of two
hundred ancl fifty pounds to the inch, and which hose will be
used for that purpose and no other. For every violation of
0
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any provision . of this section,
a fine of twenty dollars may be ting
~nefor viola.
.
th1s secimposed; besides whiCh, m any case where damage may be tion $20, eto.
done to private property by any fire engine or other apparatus,
and for which the city may be liable, such damages shall be
collected from the 1p.anagers of such engine or apparatus.
12. That it shall be lawful for any engine,
hose cart, or any
Lawful
for
.
engine,
hook and ladder truck to take
the
most
available
route
in
goetc.,
to
take
.
.
the most availing to a fire; but, on returmng, It shall not be lawful for such able route in
. d
.
gomg to a fire,
enO'ine, cart or truck to be carne on or over any sidewalk, or but on return"'
ing sball not
through any square, or through the market, under a penalty pass over side. It'
.
d oll ars on th e person or persons VIO
of t h Irty
a mg th'IS sec- walkor
through any
·
J
· d
. t e prop- square
twn;
an d any Ctamage
one t o a pavement or t o pnva
throughorthe
erty, shall be borne and paid for by the managers of the fire market.
companies by whose fault the damage may be clone. [But in
no cas will said city pay any such damage, unless and until a
survey of the private property so alleged to be damaged shall
first have been held by the officers of said Fire Department or
a committee thereof, and the award of such damages been
properly assessed and reported to Council.]
13. That in case of any disagreement between a fire com- Disa!!'reepany and the chief officer or officers of the Fire Department, i";'~e~ ~fire
from alleged insubordination, neglect of duty or otherwise, ~g:;ng~~~ ~~
.
cer or officers
the same shall, after the emergency IS over, be referred to the shall be referMayor for his arbitrament, with the right of either of the ~~y~·~~th
parties to make au appeal to the City Council, who shall finally t~g8~~~~N~eal
decide the matter; and all ordinances or parts of onlinances,
so far as they militate with this article, are hereby repealed.

CONSTITUTION OF THE SAVANNAH FIRE DEPARTMENT.
APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL.
14. ARTICLE I. The first and second officers of each incor- Organization
.
. of Savannah
porated fire company of the City of Savannah, after havmg Fire Departbeen regularly elected and confirmetl by the City Council, ment.
shall constitute " The Board of Officers of the Savannah Fire
Department."
15. ARTICLE II. A Chief Engineer and First and Second Election of
·t
officers.
A ss1s ants shall be chosen by the Board upon written ballot,
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21. ARTICLE VIII. The Board shall decide all questions bDuty
of memers.
arising between the several companies of the Fire Department,
determine and define the duties of Chief and Assistant Engineers, and establish such rules as may be deemed needful for
promoting the harmony and efficiency of the Fire Department,
and are not in conflict with the provisions of the City Council.
22. ARTICLE IX. A majority of the Board shall constitute Quorum.
a quorum for business, and a majority vote of the members
present shall decide any question before the Board.
23. ARTICLE x. Neither these rules nor any of the by-laws Alterations.
or regulations made by this Board shall be altered, suspended
abolished, unless by consent of two-thirds of the members
present at a regular meeting, subsequent to that at which such
alteration was proposed, and by and with the consent of the
City Council.

o.n the first Friday in February of each and every year, at such
time and pla~e as may be agreed upon by the members at the
regular meetmg preceding such clay. Candidates must be
member~ of one of the companies represented, and attached
t? the Fne Department at least one year prior to their elect Jon.
. No election shal~ be valid until confirmed by the City CounCil: When vacanCies occur, an election to fill the unexpired
tmm shall be held at the first regular meeting thereafter.
Meetings.
16. ARTICLE III. The regular meetings of the Board shall
be ~eldon the first Thursday of every month, at the hour of
s, o clock, P. M., from April to October inclusive, and at 7f
o clock, P. M., from November to March inclusive.
The Chief may order special meetings as often as he may
upon the written
deem necessary, and shall also \ an a meetino0
request of three members of the Board.
.All regular, special or called meetings shall be held at the
Firemen's Hall.
DutiesEngiof
17·. ARTICLE IV. Th e Chief Engineer shall preside at all
Chief
neer.
meetmg.s of the Board, b~1t s~all not be entitled to vote upon
any subJect, except to decide m case of a tie.
~~~~~
18. ARTICLE v. The First and Second Assistant Engineers
neers.
shall be ex-officio members of the Board, with power to vote
and speak upon any ousiness before the meeting.
In t~e absence of th.e Chief, the senior Assistant present
shall discharge the duties of presiding officer.
:~~~~to;:;,f
19. ARTICLE VI. The Board shall elect a Secretary annually, at the regular meeting in February, by ballot, but this
officer shall have no vote upon any subject, unless he be selected from among the regular members.
~~~;,e Com- 20: AR~ICLE VII. The Chief Engineer, when entered upon his duties, shall appoint a Finance Committee of three
mem~ers, (to serve for the ensuing twelve months,) who shall
examme and approve all accounts and vouchers, before the
sam~ can be passed for payment. They shall have access at
all times. to the books and accounts of the Secretary, and report semi-annually to the Board the condition of the same.
Co~pany officers must present bills to the chairman of this
committee, at least~three clays before the regular meetings of
the Board.

24.

GENERAL REGULATIONS OF THE SAVANNAH General reguFIRE DEPARTMENT.
~!~'i'h~r~aDepartment.
APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL.

rn:;r::

I. THE CHIEF ENGINEER-Shall have control of the engines and apparatus at fires, limited only by rules of the Board.
He should take position so as to be readily distinguished,
locate fire engines and other apparatus as they arrive, station
his Assistants, and assign to each such portion of them as he
may deem proper.
Orders shall, when practicable, be addressed to commanding
officers of companies, but in case they are not at their posts,
the Chief or Assistants may direct the pipeman, or any members of the companies.
The fire apparatus shall at all times be under the care of the
Chief.
He shall approve all bills passed by the Board, and all communications to the City Council relating to the Department
shall be forwarded through him.
II. THE ASSISTANT ENGINEERS-Shall, at . fires, report to
the Chief with promptness, take position as directed, and not

•

•
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leave their posts until directed by the Chief. They will control such portion of the apparatus as may be assigned to them.
In the absence of the Chief, the senior Assistant Engineer
present will discharge his duties, but neither Assistant shall
assume general control until h e shall have ascertained that
his superior officer is not present.
The city being divided into two divisions, east and west,
(Bull street being the dividing line, ) one Assistant shall be assigned by th e Chief as inspector of each division, who shall
make monthly reports to the Chief of the condition of the
apparatus within his division.
Repairs may be ordered by the Assistants to an amount not
exceeding thirty dollars in any one case.
III. OFFICERS OF CoMP ANIEs-Sh.all report to the Chief
at fires as they may arrive, and take the position assigned
them. In case no general officer be present, the foreman in
charge of the engine first on the ground sh all assume general
direction until the Chief or one of the Assistant Engineers
shall arrive and relieve him.
First officers of companies, according to seniority, may be
assigned to temporary duty as Assistant Engineers, should the
Chief (or Assistant acting as such) require it.
All officers are required to wear uniform or a badge selected
by the Board, when on duty.
IV. COMPANY OFFICERs-Are required to obey implicitly
all orders of the officer in charge at :fires, leaving dispnLed
points to be adjusted by appeal to the Board subsequently.
This rule being essential to the efficien cy of th e Department,
any violation of the same will be considered insubordination,
and the violator thereof be subject to a :fine.
V. THE CHIEF NOR ASSISTANT ENGINEERS-Shall leave
the city for a longer period than twenty-four hours, without
giving notice to the Secretary, who shall at once notify the
general officers remaining.
Notice shall also be given in a like manner upon the return
of an absent officer.
In the a'lilsence of the Secretary, the officer leaving or returning shall himself notify his associates.
VI. ANNU~L PAR.A.DE.-There shall be a general parade
of the Fire Department, annually, on the first Monday of May,

for which the Board may arrange details at meetings previous
to the occasion.
VII. THE UNIFORM-Of the Department officers sh all consist of the regulation white fire cap, with white fronts, and
designation of officers in white letters upon a black ground.
A double breasted (steel-mixed cloth) coat, the skirts lmed
with red flannel, large lappels upon the skirt, bound with black
silk braid; the silver-plated regulation button on breast and
skirt, three smaller buttons of the same pattern on each sleeve.
A white leather belt, with silver clasps, with the letters S.
F. D. upon it.
· VIII. ANNU.A.L INSPECTION.-The Chief Engineer shall,
annually, designate a certain day in December, (giving notice
thereof to officers of companies,) for a particular inspection of
all engines and other apparatus.
He shall prepare a detailed report, showing the number and
condition of the same; the effective force of the Department;
the services rendered during the year; the number of :fires
and estimated damage thereby, togeth er with such other inform ation as h e may deem of general interest.
This report sh all be submitted in writing to the January
meetings of the Board, entered upon the Minutes, and a copy
furnished the City Council for publication.
IX. CHAl~GES FOR MISCONDUCT-May be preferred by the
Chief or Assistant Engineers aglLinst any company or any individual member, so may one company prefer charges against
another company, or against the Chief or Assistant Engineers.
In all cases this shall be done officially in writing, and if
the charges are sustained to the satisfaction of the Board, at a
regular meeting, or one called specially for the purpose, such
penalty shall be enforced upon the offending party as a majority of the Board may decide upon.
Any engine, hose or truck company, running on any pavement when returning from a :fire, shall pay a fine, to be fixed
at the discretion of the Board.
X. FIRE ON BoARD VESSELS.-When any fire shall occur
on board of any vessel lying at or near any of the wharves of
the city, and the said fire shall, in the opinion of the Chief of
the Fire Department or other person acting as Chief at said
fire, have been sufficiently subdued to authorize the discharge

•

271

212

FIRE DEP ARf:Mli]NT.

FIRE DEPARTMENT.

of the Fire Department, it shall be the duty of the captain Ol'
other person having charge of such vessel, upon a notification
to that effect from the said Chief of the Fire Department, to
haul off said vessel forthwith into the stream, and there remain until permission is obtained from the Harbor Master to
haul in to the wharf again. And if the captain or oth er person having charge of such vessel, shall neglect or refuse to
haul out forthwith, as aforesaid, then it shall be the duty of
the said Chief of the Fire Department, or other person acting
as such, to station alongside of said vessel fire engines, or so
many of them, and for such period of time as he shall deem
necessary, for the purpose f providing against any further
outbreak or renewal of such fire. And the engine or engines
so stationed, shall be under the control of the said Chief, and
the expenses thereof shall be paid to the Fire Department by
the captain or owners of such vessel.
XI. CoPIES OF REGULATIONS- With diagram of the fire
districts, sh all be printed, framed, and supplied to the Chief
and Assistant Engineers, and to each of the companies composing this Department, to be conspicuously displayed in their
respective engine or hose houses.

FIREMEN'S HALL.

Hose compa- 25.
HOSE OO:MP ANIES.
nies put upon
samhefifooting
Wit
re com- The City Council havinb(J' heretofore put the Marshall Hose
panies.
Company, the Screven Hose Company, the Russell Hose Company, and the Cleburne Hose Company, all of said city, upon
the same footing with the incorporated fire companies of the
city, in respect to the Savannah Fire Department: It is hereby ordained, that the said action of Council be and the same
is hereby confirmed, and that the ordinances in relation to
said Fire Department are hereby so amendecl as to authorize
Council, by vote or resolution, to accept any other duly incorporated hose company or companies into the service of the
city, on the same terms as regular fire companies, but on no
better or more f~worable terms ; and that all such present and
future hose companies be and shall be subject to all the terms
and conditions of present and future ordinances in relation to
said Fire Department.

Ordinance 5th May, 1853.
26. A lot of land (see below), sixty feet in width and ninety Firemen.'s
feet in depth, situate at the southwest corner of Abercorn and Hall.
South Broad streets, be and the same is hereby set apart for
the purp~Jse of having erected thereon a new engine house
and firemen's hall, for the use of the [Savannah Fire Department, subject to the control and direction of the Mayor and
Aldermen of the City of Savannah.]
Ordinance 3d November, 1853.
Lot No. 73 contains ninety feet in front and eighty-three
and a half feet in depth, and is known as the Firemen's Hall
Lot.

..

FIRE ALARlii TELEGRAPH-FIRE ALARMS.
Ordinance 20th July, 1870.
27. That the Fire Committee of Council, with the aid of Automatic
his Honor the Mayor, be and they are hereby authorized to ~~el~r!o' fi re an c1 po 1·Ice a1arm t e1egrap h , In
. ai·a established.
. h an au t omat w
es t abl IS
of the Savannah Fire Department in their efforts to prevent
and extinguish fire in the City of Savannah, with such poles,
posts, boxes, wires and other instruments or apparatus as said
Fire Committee and the Mayor may deem proper or necessary:
P1·oviclecl, always, that the cost of erecting and putting up
such telegraph and completing the same shall not exceed the
sum of ten thousand dollars, in bonds of the City of Savannah at par. Said telegraph, when completed, shall be put in
charge of the Savannah Fire Department; subject, however,
to the direction, disposition and control of the City Council,
as said Council may from time to time determine.
28. 'I'hat any person or persons who shall wilfully give, or ~neforgiv
mg false
cause to be given, any false alarm of fire from said fire alarm alarm, etc.,
$100, and imtelegraph box or boxes, or shall break, or cause to be broken, prisonrnent or
..fi
1
·
1
.
both.
any re a arm, signa box, or any pole, post, or wue connected
with said police and fire alarm telegraph, or shall injure, or in
any manner interfere with or interrupt the same, or any part
thereof, or the working of the same, he, she or they shall, on
conviction before the Police Court, be subject and liable to a
fine of not more than one hundred dollars for every such of-

18
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fence, and to imprisonment not exceeding thirty days, either
or both, at the discretion of the officer presiding in said Po~

Alarms, bow
given.

lice Court.
29. All alarms of fire shall be given under the rules and
regulations of the Savannah Fire Department, made or to be
made by said Department, subject to the approval of Uhe City
Council.
Ordinance 11th March, 1825.

30. The members of said fire department, on the alarm of
any fire, shall assemble immediately at said fire with their engines and fire apparatus, under such regulations as the said
department may choose to adopt. And the Chief Engineer
and the other members of the said department shall, on such
occasions of. fire, wear some distinguishing badge, by which
Badge.
they shall be known, and the badge of the Chief Engineer
shall differ from the badges of the other firemen, so that he
may be known and distinguished from them.
Charge of
31. That the Fire Dermrtment of the City of Savannah
Engines, etc. shall be empowered to take charge of, and to have the care
and management of all the engine houses, engines, buckets,
fire hooks, fire hose, ladders, ancl other implements for extinguishing fires that now belong to or may hereafter be provided
by the City of Savannah, subject to the control and direction
of the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah.
32. In case of fire, the Chief Engineer shall have supreme
Command at
fires.
and absolute command of the firemen, of all persons connected with the Fire Department, and the entire apparatus that
may be employed for the extinguishment of fires ; and in the
absence of the said Chief Engineer, the above supreme authority shall devolve according to existing arrangement for
Chief Engisuch emergency. And it shall be the duty of the said Chief
neer to exam.
ine fire a.p pa- Engmeer to examine, or cause to be examined, twice or oftenratus, etc.,
· .
.
. .
.
twice a year
er, m every year, mto
the conditwn
of the engme
houses, enand report to
.
.
.
gmes, fire buckets and other fire Implements belongmg
to the
Council.
corporation, and make a statement of it to Council, and if any
addition or repairs shall be r equired at any time, it shall be
his duty to cause them to be done, and a report of the expenditures be communicated by him to Council at an early period
after the work shall have been performed.

Members at
fires.
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3.3. The Department shall cause to be returned after the $30finefordeextmguishment of the fire, and securely deposited in such ~~~~l~~ ~~e~~
place or pl~ces as are provided for them, the engines, buckets, etc.
and other Implements belonging to the corporation. And if
any person oryers~ns shall detain or secrete any axes, buckets,
or other pubhc articles, be, she or they shall forfeit and pay a
su~ not exceeding thirty dollars for each bucket, axe, or other
artwle so secreted.
34. In case of alarm by fire it shall be the duty of the City Duty of MarMarshal and such of the Police Force as may th en b e d et ai'l ed, shal,
fires. etc., at
to a~semble at said fire and report themselves to the Mayor,
Chauman, ?r such Aldermen as may be present, and attend
the fire dunng the continuance of said fire, and each and every
o~ them shall obey all such orders and directions as may be
g1ven the~ by the M~y?r, Chairman, or Aldermen present,
for enforcmg the provisions of this ordinance and for the
preservation of the public peace, and it shall be' their duty to
remove all idle suspected persons, or others that may not be Remove idle
actually
and usefully employed in extinguishing the fire . A n d sons.
suspected per.
m case the City Marshal, or any Constable of the city shall be Marshal fined
absent
any fire within
sa,id city' or shall come withotlt h's
$30 for negt if from
<' •
•
I lect, etc.
s a , or 1a1l to report h1mself to the Mayor, Chairman or Aldermen prese~t, or ~hall refuse or neglect to obey any order
that may be g1ven him as aforesaid, and cannot show a reasonable ~xcuse to the City Council for such absence, disobedience,
or failure, he shall be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dol·
lars.
35. When any fire shall occur, it shall be the duty of tl1e Mayor and Aland Aldermen to assemble at the place of said fire to dermen to asM ayor
f
th
· ·
.
'
semble at fires.
en orce e proviSions of this article, but not to interfere in
a~y mann:r with the said firemen in the exercise of the functions herem assigned to them.
36. It. shall be lawful for the firemen ' or any two of them, Firemen
.
to ent 0 enter mto the houses, outhouses' stables and yards of every terhouses,etc.
searcbfor
owner or· tenantd of
· the· same in Savannah' whenever they shall gunpowder,
combustible
s~~ occasiOn, an Inqmre, search for, and examine if any quan- matters, etc.
title~ of gunpowder, hay, straw, fodder, pitch, tar, rosin, turp.entme, hemp, oil, tallow, unpacked cotton, or other combust~b~e matters a.re lodgecl in any such place within said city,
which may be m danger of taking fire; and if the said fire-
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men, or any two of them, shall find that there is apparent
danger that fire may be communicated by such combustibles,
they shall admonish the owner or tenant of such house or
houses to remove the same, and in case such person or persons
shall refuse or neglect to remove the same; immediately after
such notice is given, the said firemen, or any two of them, are
hereby empowered and directed to remove the same, and have
the same lodged in some more secure place, at the charge and
If opposed
risk of the owner or tenant; and should the said firemen, or
therein,
in- any two of them, b e oppose d m
· th e remova
.
1 of th e sa1·d combusform
the to
Mayg~e~tJer fined tibles, it shall be their duty immediately to inform the Mayor
30
$ •
or any three of the Aldermen, who shall cause the said combustibles or materials to be immediately removed, at the expense of the offender or offenders, by written orders given to
the Marshal, or any Policeman, and such person or persons
Offender fined so offending against this section of this article, shall be fined
$30.
in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars, by Council, and the
same recovered as usual in other cases.
Examine
37. The said firemen shall have power to examine into the
chimneys.
situation of any chimney or other fireplace in Savannah, and
If dangerous, if they or any two of them shall think the same dangerous to
0
b o~';fc't.Z: to the neighborhood, or that fire may be communicated thereby,
they or any three of them are hereby empowered and required
to order the same to be pulled clown, altered, or removed, immediately, and in case the owner or tenant shall refuse or neglect
to alter, remove, or pull down the same, it shall be the duty of
the said firemen to make report to Council, who are hereby
authorized to order the City Marshal to cause the same to be
pulled down, altered, or removed, at the expense of the owner
Offender fined or tenant, and such offender shall be fined in a sum not ex$30'
ceeding thirty dollars for every such offence, refusal or neglect.
Chief Engi38. It may be lawful, at any fire, for the Chief Engineer, or
~g:ntgJ'b!~w in his absence the directing Engineer, calling to his advice
up
any houshe
to prevent
t e a11 d assistance the Mayor' or in his absence at least one Alderspread of :fires. man, and he is hereby authorized and empowered to order and
command any person or persons to pull down or blow up any
house or houses, or other buildings which he may judge absolutely necessary to be pulled down or blown up for preventing
To ar:rest .Per- the further spreading of the fire. And if any person or persons
~~~ s~';l~~: not so ordered and commanded by the Chief or other Engineer

•

8

not ordered.

· as aforesaid, shall aid or assist in any manner to pull down or
blow up, or shall proceed with such purpose to injure in any
manner any house or houses during the progress of a fire, he
or they shall be immediately arrested by any of the firemen,
by the City Marshal, or any Policeman, and they are hereby
commanded to arrest such person or persons, and to bring him
or them before the Mayor or any of the Aldermen, who is and
are hereby authorized to take from such person or persons so
offending, a recognizance for his or their appearance befo ·e
the next Police Court, to answer for said offence, and on
conviction thereof, shall be fined in a sum not exceeding thir- Fine $30.
ty dollars.
39. It shall be the duty of the City Scavenger, on the break- Duty of Scaving out of any fire, to order his carts at the different places anger.
where the public buckets, fire hooks, ladders, and other implements for the extinguishment of fire are kept, and to assist
in carrying the same to the :liTe or such place or places as may
be directed by the firemen, and after the extinguishment of
the fire, shall repair in like manner with his carts, and collect,
under the orders of the firemen, all the buckets, hooks, ladders,
ropes, and other implements that shall have been employed,
and have them carried to such place or places as the said firemen may direct.
40. It shall not be lawful for any person or persons what- Who shall ride
through the
soever to ride in or through any part of a square, street or lane, streets, etc., at
fires.
in which the inhabitants shall be assembled for the purpose
of extinguishing fire, except the Mayor, or one of said Engineers, or the commandant of the militia, with such officers as
may be necessary in attendance on him, and it shall be lawful
for him or them to do so in such cases only as may require
that he should communicate with the Chief or Acting Engineer. And should any person or persons, not of the above
description as herein excepted, attempt to ride in or through
such parts of squares, streets or lanes, in which persons are
assembled for the purpose of extinguishing the fire as aforesaid, such person or persons so offending, shall, on conviction Fine $30.
thereof, be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars.
41. To prevent as much as may be, the great confusion Militia at fires.
which may arise from too many men under arms at the time
of fire, it shall be the duty of the Mayor to request the com-
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Ladders and
scuttles.

Fine $30.

FLOUR.

mander of the militia, for the time being, to fix the number
of men necessary to be under arms in time of fire by a routine
once in every three months, who shall be posted in such po~
sition and such other disposition made of them, as may be
most conducive to the safety of the city.
42. Every owner of a wooden hou ~e or houses, brick or
stone bouse or houses, covered with wood, occupied as a dwelling house or kitchen, or store house of more than one storv,
ball provide the same with a sufficient ladder, or have ·a
scuttle ordoor cut through the roof of such bouse or houses
large enough for a man to pass through conveniently, uncle;
the penalty of a fine not exceeding thirty dollars.

ARTICLE

XXXI.

FLOUR.
STATUTES.
1. Inspector, by whom appoin~ed.
2. Bolted flour shall be merchant-

6. Inspector cannot purchase ex·

able.
7.
3. Flour barrels, how made, and
what they shall contain.
8.
4. Flour shall be submitted for in- 9.
spection, when. Fees.
5. Fraudulently packing flour.
10.

cept for his own use.
Penalty for selling without inspection.
Inspector's oath.
Corn meal, corn and other grain
to be inspected.
City Inspectors of Savannah.

ORDINANCES.
1. Jnspector of flour. Bond, etc.
2. Barrels of flour, how examined, etc.
3. Barrels, how made ; how branded. Penalty.
4. Barrels 196 lbs. net, half barrels
98 lbs. net. Penalty.

5. Inspector' a oath.
6. Inspectors not to purchase except for family use. Penalty.
7. Fines, how appropriated.
8. Inspector to ins p e c t Indian
corn, wheat, etc.
'

~79

STATUTES.
Irwin's Code.

1. §1560. The Inferi~r Courts [now Ordinaries J in the ;n~g~c~~:s, by
everal counties of this State, shall have power to appoint, an- pointed.
~ually, one person of ?ood repute to be Inspector of Flour _in
their respective connttes, but the same power may be exerCised exclusively in any corporate towns within their corporate
limits; vacancies in such office of Inspector may be filled: by
the appointing power as soon as may be after the bappemng
of any vacancy.
2. §1561. All bolted wheat flour, and every cask thereof, ~~11\egefl~~~
brougbt to the places aforesaid, for sale, shall be made by the chan~ble.
miller or manufacturer thereof, merchantable and of due fineness, and without mixture of coarse flour, or the ~our of any
other grain than wheat.
3 §1562. All flour barrels packed for sale shall be well Flour barrels,
·
.
.
how made and
made, and of good material, ·twenty-seven mches m length, what they .
.
tl
.
d
'th
mustcoutam.
tightened with at least ten hoops, an d suffi men y nat1e , ~~
the tare plainly marked on the head thereof, and every mtller
or bolter shall put into a barrel the full quantity of 196 lbs.
of flour, and shall put into every half barrel the quantity of
98 lbs. of flour, and on failure thereof shall forfeit and pay
the sum of four dollars for each barrel or bag, _to be recovered
by any informer before any Justice having jurisdiction theteof; one half thereof to go to the informer, and the other half
to the county or corporation having the appointment of Inspector.
4. §1563. All barrels, half barrels, and bags of flour :~~:it~~~nf~~
brought to anyplace of inspection for sale, shall be submitted ~~~~~tion,
to the view and examination of the Inspector, who shall expeditiously inspect the same by boring into the barrel, half
barrel, or bag, from head to head, or end to end, with an instrument of not more than three fourths of an inch in dia~eter, to be by him provided for that purpose, and if he shall
judge the same well packed and merchantable, he shall plug
the hole, and brand the barrel, half barrel, or bag with the
name of the place at which he shall be Inspector, with a. public brand or mark, to be by him provided for that purpose,
and approved by the Inferior Court [now Ordinary], City
Council, or corporation, as the case may be, and shall also
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mark the degree of fineness which he shall determine the flour
to be on inspection, which degrees shall be distinguished as
follows : " Extra family," " superiine," "fine," '~ middling,"
"first," or "second," for which trouble the Inspector shall reFees for inceive from the owner or consignee at the rate of five cents per
spection.
barrel.
Frakiuduleflnt.ly
5.. §1564. If any person shall pack flour in an old barrel '
p~
q
00~
whiCh may have been marked and branded as aforesaid, and
which shall still have the brand of the Inspector thereon, or
shall otherwise fraudulently pack flour for sale, such person
or persons shall forfeit and pay the sum of twenty dollars for
every barrel so packed, to be recovered by any informer before
any Justice of the Peace or other court having jurisdiction
thereof; one half of such penalty to go to the informer, and
the other half to the miller or manufacturer injured by such
false packing.
Inspector can6. §1565. No Inspector shall be permitted, directly or innotpurchase
.
.
except tor his duectly, to purchase any flour by h1m condemned as unmerownuse.
chan table, or any other flour whatever, other than for his own
family use and consumption, under the penalty of thirty dollars for every barrel by him purchased, to be recovered by any
informer before any Justice of the Peace, or other court having jurisdiction; one half of which shall belong to the informer, and the other half to the county or corporation having
the appointment of the Inspector.
Pell~alty
~ohr
7. §1566. Any person who shall sell flour in or from any
se mgWit out inspection of the places where there is an Inspector, without an inspection as aforesaid, shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten dollars
for each barrel, half barrel, or bag so sold, to be recovered by
any informer before any Justice of the Peace or other court
having jurisdiction; one half to go to the informer, and the
other half to the Inspector.
Inspector's
8. §1567. Every Inspector, before entering on the duties
oath.
of his office, shall take and subscribe an oath or affirmation
before the Clerk of the Council, or Clerk of the Inferior Court
[now Ordinary], of which a minute shall be made, that he
will faithfully perform the duties of his office, inspect all flour
offered to him for inspection, and faithfully brand aJld mark
the barrels or bags, as by law directed. Inspectors shall be liable to indictment for any neglect of duty, and upon convic-

•
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tion thereof, shall forfeit and pay a sum of not less than thirty dollars.
CornmeaJd, th
9· §1568 · It shall be the duty of every Inspector of Flour corn,
an o "nspect
Indian
corn
and
corn
meal,
wheat,
and
other
grain
!lr
grain to be
to l
'
mspected.
in bags or in barrels, when requested by the owner or consignee to do so, and he shall brand only such as he may deem
to be sound and merchantable, for which his compensation
shall be three cents per bag or barrel, to be paid by the owner
or consignee, as aforesaid.
State Law, approved 3d March, 1856.
spect10. That all laws which have heretofore been passed mak- Cityin
ors of 8 avaning it the duty of the City Inspectors of the City of Savan- nab.
nah to inspect and tax inspection on flour made of wheat or Laws
i~ relatwn to mspecother grain whether in barrels or sacks, and transported to tion of flour,
'
i'
l . th t . t etc., transporthat port for shipment, and not offered 10r sa e m
a Cl y, ted there for
.
.
th shipment, rewhether to be exported to fore1gn countnes or to any o er pealed.
port in the United States, be and the same are so far repealed as they authorize such inspection.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 14th October, 1847.

1. The City Council shall, at the first regular meeting in Inspector of
.
flour; bond
January, annually, elect an Inspector of Flour, who shall g1ve $1000.
bond and security, to be approved by Council, in the sum of
one thousand dollars, for the faithful discharge of the duties
of his office, and whose duty it shall be to inspect in the manner herein provided, any flour brought to this market for sale
or export, whether in barrels or in bags, which has not been
previously inspected by some legally qualified Inspector. And
all flour subject to inspection shall be conveniently arranged
for the inspection, and if any person shall prevent or attempt
to prevent the Inspector from exercising the duties assigned
him by this article, he, she or they shall, on conviction before
the Police Court, be fined in a sum of twenty dollars, for each
and every such offence, and in case of sickness, resignation or
removal of said Inspector, the Mayor shall appoint some competent person to discharge the duties of Inspector, until an
election can be held.
2. Every barrel of flour shall be examined by the Inspec- Barrels of
. h" lf "th
flour, how extor in the following manner : he shall prov1de 1mse Wl an amined .
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instrument not exceeding five eighths of an inch in diameter,
with which he shall penetrate through to the other head, and
having obtained a sample, he shall plug the hole with a round
piece of soft wood to prevent the entrance of water. Should
the said Inspector judge the flour to be merchantable accordcording to the provisions of this article, he shall provide himself with brands, with letters three fourths of an inch in
Brand.
length, with which he shall brand each barrel according _to
quality, viz: middling, fine and superfine, or extra superfine,
as the case may be, and the compensation for inspecting and
branding each barrel or half barrel of flour, shall be five cents,
and for inspecting and branding each bag of flour two and a.
half cents. And he shall brand the word Savannah on each
barrel and the initial letters of his name. . And any person
or persons who shall sell in this market any flour which has
not been previously inspected, shall, on conviction before the
Police Court, be fined in a sum not less than five dollars for
each and every offence.
Barrels, how
3. All barrels containing flour brought for sale to this marmade.
ket, shall be well made of good seasoned materials, and tightened with ten hoops, secured by four nails in each chime
hoop, and three nails to each upper bilge hoop, and of the following dimensions: the staves of whole barrels twenty-seven
inches long, and the diameter of the head seventeen inches;
the staves of half barrels twenty-two inches in length, and the
diameter of the head thirteen inches. And all barrels truly
taxed on the same head with the mill brands shall be deemed
How branded. merchantable barrels, the brand or mark to be so distinctly put
on as not to be easily erased, and the name or brand of the mill,
where such flour has been manufactured, shall be placed on
the head of each barrel, and the said Inspector is hereby directed not to brand any barrel of flour which has not been
prepared agreeably to the requirements of this article, under
Penalty $1 per a penalty of one dollar for each and every barrel otherwise
barrel.
branded, and the Inspector shall cause all barrels which are
unmerchantable, but are susceptible of being so repaired as
to be made merchantable, to be repaired at the expense of the
owner or owners.
Barrell96lbs.
4. Each barrel of flour shall contain one hundred and
~;1tJ8~~ :e~~- ninety-six pounds net of flour, and each half barrel shall con-

FLOUR.
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tain ninety-eight pounds net of flour, and the said Inspector
hall not brand any barrel or half barrel of flour, containing
:less quantity of flour than is indicated by this article, under Penalty $1.
a penalty of one dollar for each and every violation or infraction.
5. The said Inspector, on his appointment, shall make oath Inspector's
or affirmation before the Mayor of the city, that without fear, oath.
f~vor, or respect to persons, he w~ll ~iligently, ancl to the best
of his ability, knowledge, and skill, mspect all flour offered to
him for inspection, and will brand the same according to the
provisions of this article; and will, in all respects, faithfully
discharge the duties of his office.
not
6· N o Inspector of Flour shall purchase directly or indi- Inspector
to purchase
rectly any flour, unless for the use of himself or family, under ~;;;,~ri~~~
the penalty of ten dollars for each barrel or package purchas- Penablty
$ 10
per arre.
1
ed by him in violation of. this article.
7. All fines incurred under this article shall be appropria- Fines,_ how appropriated.
ted thus: one half to the informer, and the other half to the
city treasury.
8· It shall be the duty of the Inspector to inspect Indian mspec
Inspecttoirdt.o
n Ian
corn and corn meal in bags or in barrels, when requested by the corn, wheat,
etc.
owner or consignee to do so, and he shall brand such only as
he deems to be sound and merchantable, for which his compensation shall be three cents per bag or barrel, to be paid by
the owner as aforesaid.
~
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HORSES, MULES, ETC.

2S5

HORSES, MOLES, ETC.

ARTICLE

XXXII.

HORSES, MULES, ETC.

•

ORDINANCES.
1. No horse, mule, etc., to go at 3. Tax on horses and mules, $5,
large. If owner unknown to be
whether in the city on the 1st
impounded. If not claimed in
January or brought in after·
ten days, to be sold on five days
wards. Penalty $30.
notice.
2. Diseased or off e n s i v e horse,
mule, etc., to be removed by City
Marshal at expense of owner.
ORDINANUES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 2d August, 1839.
No horse,
1. No horse, gelding, mare, colt, filly, mule, or jackass
mule, etc., to
go at large.
shall at any time be permitted to go at large within the limits
of the city, and for a VIolation of this section the owner or
Fine $5.
owners of such animals shall be fined for each and every
offence, and each and every such animal running or going at
~~~d~d~e large, in a sum not exceeding five dollars. And the City Maretc.
shal or any Policeman shall take up the said animal, if the
owner thereof is unknown, and impound the same until the
If not clalm"ed said fine and costs are paid; and if said animal be not claimed
~~ ~Ydd~K8fi~ in ten days, it shall be the duty of the City Marshal to sell
days notice. the same at the pound, giving at least five days notice in one
of the gazettes of the city, of the description of the animal
and the time and place of sale, and he shall pay the net proceeds, after deducting the fine and costs, into the treasury of
the city, subje.c t to the order of Council, who may and shall
cause it to be paid to the owner of such animal so sold, when
Diseased or of- required.
fensive horse, 2. If any horse mare gelding colt mule ox cow or calf
mule, etc. to
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
'
~t;eM~;~~~Y or any other animal of like kind, shall be found at large in the
etc.

city, whose appearance shall be offensive to the sight from its
poverty, sickness or sores, the same shall be removed by the
Marshal or any city officer, from the precincts of the city, at
the expense of the owner or owners thereof; and if any per- Fin,e $50 for
.
ffi
.
h d.
resisting oflison shall resist or oppose any o cer m t e Ischarge of such cer.
duty, he or she shall be fined in a sum not exceeding fifty dollars.
Ordinance 29th October, 1857.
3. Each and every person keeping or using any horse or Tax on horses
mule in the city, shall pay therefor the annual tax of five dol- ~'h~~~~~ ~~e
lars, whether such person be or be not the owner of such horse }~Ku~~~Jr
or mule, and whether such horse or mule be in the City of Sa- ~~~f~~s~ afvannah on the first day of January, or be brought into said
city at any time during the year, to be kept or used therein.
Each and every person who shall bring or cause to be brought P"'naityfor
.
.
brmgmga
mto the City of Savannah, any horse or mule to be kept or horse or mule
.
J
.
in the city afused therem, after the first day of anuary, or at any time clur- ter January 1,
ing the year, shall be subject to the said tax of five dollars,
t't~t ~:i-in
and shall pay said tax to the City Treasurer within ten days ten days, $30.
after such horse or mule is brought into the city; and if any
person or persons shall neglect or fail to pay said tax within
said ten days, such person or persons, on conviction thereof
before the Mayor or acting Mayor, in the Police Court, shall
be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars ; one half of
such fine to go to the informer.

r:;:

Ordinance 20th October, 1870.
4. That hereafter the prices for maintenance of animals Prices for
.
.
maintaining
at the City pound, shall be as follows, to Wit: For horned cat- animals in the
City Pound.
tle (except goats and sheep) per head, per day, twenty-five
cents; for goats and sheep, per head, per day, fifteen cents;
and for horses and mules, per head, per day, forty cents, and
no more; any thing in any ordinance of the city to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding.

286

G.A.S BitLS.

GREEN GROCER!li:S.

.

ARTICLE

XXXIII.

GAS BILLS.

I

ARTICLE XXXIV.

GREEN GROCERIES.

ORDINANCE.

ORDINANCE.

1. Gas bills payable immediately, so as to save five per cent.

1. Green grocery may .be establish· 2. Market Committee to have gen·
ed in each ward of the city. Con·
eral superintendence and the
ditions.
power to fix the times and terms
of paying fees due the city.

ORDINANCE.
Ordinance 25th November, 1858.

Gas~illspa;r1.
able1mmedi. . Whenever the bills for lighting with gas the public
ately, so as to bmldmgs and the police barracks of the City of Savannah
save 5 per cent
'

are presented to the Clerk of Council, it shall be his duty
forthwith to send the same to the Chairman of the Committee
on Accounts for examination; and upon the same being signed as correct by such Chairman, and handed to the City Treasurer, then it shall be the duty of the City Treasurer to pay
the same, in such manner as will save to the City of Savannah the discount of five per cent. allowed by the Savannah •
Gas Light Company on all bills paid within five days after
presentation. ·

ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 27th November, 1867.

1. There may be established one green grocery in each Green grocery
. mty,
. on t h e .,.10ll owing
. t erms ancl con d't'
th at lished
maybeinestabward of said
1 Ions,
each
. to say: any person oftenng
. .
t o es t a bl ISh a green grocery m
· city.
ward of the
IS
the ward in which he or she may reside, shall present his or
her application to the Market Committee, stating the proposed location of such green grocery, with the names of the
securities of such applicant, the application to be endorsed by
at least three nearest residents and three freeholders in such
ward; whereupon the said committee and the Mayor may select one green grocer from among the applicants for such ward,
which person so selected shall, before entering upon the employment or business of green grocery, give a bond to the city
in the sum of $500, with two approved sureties, conditioned
to keep such green grocery clean and in good order, and that
he or she will not expose for sale any ox, cow, heifer or grown
neat cattle, without taking to the Clerk of the Market the
head and hide of such animal, with the ears and horns attached, to be registered as now required by existing ordinance,
unless said meat be brought from abroad; and that said green
~
grocer will not violate any State law or city ordinance. In
case of the violation of any such law or ordinance, said bond
may not only be put in suit, but the license granted to such
green grocer may be revoked by the Mayor. Before opening

sa

288

GUNPOWDElt

such green grocery the applicant shall take out, a license, for
which he shall pay into the city treasury the sum of fifty dollars, which license shall be gpod for one year, bu~ may be renewed from year to year, at the same price, in the discretion
of the Mayor, besides which, such green grocer shall pay the
usual fees of persons doing the like business in the public
market. On obtaining such license, the green grocer shall be
authorized to sell in the ward for which he or she is licensed,
fresh meat and vegetables, and such other articles and things
as are usually sold in said market; but nothing in this article
contained shall be construed to authorize such green grocer to
sell on other or more favorable terms, as to fees, than persons
selling at or in the public market.
Market Com2. That the Market Committee shall have general superinmittee to have
.
.
!!"eneral super- tendence of said green grocenes, and the power to fix the trmes
mtendence,
.
f
d
th
't
.
etc,
and terms of paymg the ees ue e cr y.

ARTICLE XXXV.

GUNPOWDER.
STATUTES.
4. Regulations for keeping gun·
powder.

1. Deposits of gunpowder.
2. Gunpowder must be marked.
3. Penalty for transporting gun·
powder contrary to law.
·

ORDINANCES.
8. Gunpowd!)r over 56 pounds, not
1. Firing off guns, pistols, etc.
to be shipped from wharves on
2. Election of Keeper of Powder
board of vessels.
Magazine.
3. Duty of Superintendent of gun· 9. Keeper of Powder Magazine.
His fees. Penalty for neglect
powder.
of duty.
4. Gunpowder 110t to be carried
through the streets without cov· 10. Gunpowder in transitu.
11. Penalty for violation of this ar·
ering.
ticle, $100.
5. Duty of masters of v e s s e 1 s.
12. No shop keeper to have more
Powder receiver, etc.
than 25 pounds powder in store
6. Keeper of Powder Magazine to
at any one time. Penalty, $100.
wear woolen socks.
7. Penalty.

GUNPOWDElt.
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STATUTES, IRWIN'S CODE.

1. §1192. Gunpowder shall not be deposited in any arse- Deposits of
nal contrary to any ordinance or by-law of the city where it is gunpowder.
situated.
I
2. §1469. All owners, agents, or others who have any Gunpowder
· th an fi ve poun ds, transported upon water, ed.
must be markgunpow d er,· more
rail road, or otherwise, shall have the word g~mpowde1· marked upon each package so transported, in large letters.
3. §1470. Gunpowder transported in violation of said Penalty for
· · ·
·
.
transporting
provrswu,
s h a11 b e 1'rabl e to serzure
and forferture
by any offi- gunpowder
·
h
t
·
·
contrary to
cer w o may execu e a cnmmal warrant, under warrant for law.
that purpose, issued by any officer who may issue such first
named warrants; one half of the same to go to the informer,
the other half to the military fund of the State, after public
sale, by order of the officer issuing the warrant, or one of like
power.
4. §1471. The several incorporated towns or cities of this Regulations
State, within their corporate limits, and the Justices of the gunpow
for keepding
er.
Inferior Court [now Ordinaries] within their respective counties, out of said corporate limits, have authority to make alld
enforce all needful rules and regulations touching the keeping
of gunpowder, so as not to endanger the lives and property of
the citizens.
ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 15th December, 1817.

1. It shall be the duty of the Marshal of the city to inform Firing otr
against all and every person found within the limits of ~fc~s, pistol8'
s~id city, discharging or attempting to discharge any guns,
prstols or other firearms, crackers, or any other combustible
preparation, and that the person so informed against be fined Fine $30.
in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars.
2. At the first regular meeting of Council in each and Keeper of
every January, annually, there shall be chosen by ballot a Su- ~~:~f~~re~ga
perintendent of Gunpowder, to serve for one year, who shall
enter into bond with two or more sufficient securities, in the Bond $2,000.
sum of two thousand dollars, for the faithful performance of
th6 duties hereinafter prescribed.
3. It shall be the duty of the Superintendent of Gun pow- Duty; hours 6
der to attend every day (Sunday excepted,) from the hours of A.M. to 12 M.

19
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Neglect of
duty, fine $30

GUNPOWDER.

GUNPOWDER.

six in the morning until twelve o'clock, at the place or places
designated for the receiving and delivery of gunpowder, and
in case of non-attendance, unless good and sufficient excuse
be made to the Mayor and Aldermen, at a regular meeting of
Council, for each and every information so laid he shall be
fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars.
Ordinance 11th March, 1825.

4. It shall not be lawful for any person or persons to carry
. an d proper
.
. covenng,
.·
· an y
gunpowcl er WI.th on t a secure
rn
6 8
~~i~:~'i:'t ~ cov- wagon, cart, or dray, or otherwise brought through the squares,
30
ering; fine $ streets, lanes, or wharves of the city, and every person or persons so offending, shall forfeit ancl pay a sum not exceeding
thirty dollars.
Duty of mas5. The master or commander of any ship or vessel, which
ters of vessels. shall or may at any time arrive at or in the harbor of Savannah, having on board more than fifty-six pounds weight of
gunpowder, shall, within twenty-four hours after his mooring
at or opposite the City of 8avannah, cause such gunpowder to
Powder
be removed to the magazine, and "the powder receiver shall
ceiver. rethere receive the same, aud the Harbor Master is hereby re- ·
Harbor master quired to give notice and inform the master or commander of
any such ship or vessel so arriving at or in the harbor of SavanNeglectof
nah of the duties required of him by this article. And any
master of veE'
.
h 1
f
sel fine $30.
master or commander of any sh1p or vessel who s a 1 re use
or neglect to comply with the terms of this article, shall be
liable to a fine not exceeding thirty dollars.
Gunpowder
not to
be carried
through

Ordinance 8th March, 1835.

6. The Superintendent of Gunpowder shall hereafter cause
· of woo l en
to be prepared, at h"IS own proper cos t , "'.10ur pau
~~ :O~S:s~ool- socks to cover the feet, to be kept within the door of the magazine, to be worn by himself and all persons resorting thereto,
to be put on before entering, and to be worn whilst remaining
there.
Penalty $10,
7. The said Superintendent or any other person who shall
refuse or neglect at any time to wear such woolen socks as aforesaid, whilst in the magazine, shall, on conviction before CounGunoowner
oil, be fined in the sum of ten dollars for each offence.
overto56be
pounds
not
sbip8. No gunpowder sh a11 be sh"rppe d on b oard of any vesse l,
ped fromon
·
wharves
boat or fiat, whilst lying at any of the wharves of th e 01'ty, m

Keeper of
powder magaz~neandothus

board of veseels.

•
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any quantity exceeding fifty-six pounds, but that every vessel, boat or fiat, before receiving such shipment, shall be hauled into the stream and shall not be permitted, after receiving
the powder, to remain in any part of the river opposite to the
city for a longer period of time than twelve hours. And for
a violation of this section, the captain, owner, agent or consignee of the vessel shall, on conviction before Council, be
fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars for each offence, Fine $30, etc
and not exceeding thirty dollars for each hour such ship or
vessel shall remain after the time limited.
FEES OF KEEPER.

Ordinance 2d August, 1839.

9. For every keg of powder placed in the magazine, of the Keeper of the
weight of from twenty-five to twenty-eight pounds, twelve and ri~':~er magsa half cents at the time of receiving the same, and the further Fees.
sum of .twelve and a half cents at the time of delivering the
same to the owner, and a like sum in proportion to the weight
thereof, and he shall not b~ entitled to any compensation when
a sale takes place, unless said sale is accompanied with a delivery. And all powder delivered to said keeper as aforesaid,
shall be immediately stowed in the safest powder magazine
under his care, under penalty of fine not exceeding one hun- For neglect
dred dollars for the first offence, and the like penalty and re- ~~,;_~v~l~0 and
moval from office for the second offence.
Ordinance 29th March, 1849.

10. All gunpowder arriving at this port to be forwarded to Gunpowder in
the interior by railroad or river, may be transported directly transitu.
from the vessel bringing it to the cars of the rail road or the
boats to which it is destined, without being subject to be placed
in the magazine, or to fees to the keeper thereof: Provided,
howeve·r, that as soon as any vessel having gunpowder on
board for such destination be made fast to tbe wharf, it shall,
without being suffered to remain on the wharf, at once be
placed in a safe and proper convevance, under cover of a tar- Tarpaulin
·
marked ·•powpaulin, conspicuousl y marked "powder,"
and transported to der."
the rail road depot, or to tho landing of the boat for which it
is destined. And when gunpowder shall be transported to a
rail road depot, destined to the interior, it shall at once be
placed in a car or cars, which shall be moved to a place with-
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Citymagazine.

Penalty $100.

in the depot, where it shall be distant at least one hundred
yards from any depot building, and shall, by the next following freight train, be sent from the city. In default of this, it
shall be placed in the magazine of the rail road company, to
be r emoved at its earliest convenience. In the case of river
transportation, it shall not be allowed to remain on the wharf
or in any store, but be at once put on board a boat, which
shall be immediately hauled into the stream, above the city,
as is now by law provided. In default of any boat being in
readiness for it, then said gunpowder shall be placed in the
magazine of the city, as is now provided, subj ect to the usual
fees.
11. Each and every violation of this article shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, to be levied
on the party in fault.
Ordinance 9th May, 1850.

No shopkeep12. No merchant factor retailer or dealer in powder or
er,etc., to
'
'
'
'
ha,•e !"ore
any person or persons whosoever in this city shall retail
than 2o pounds
'
'
powder in
keep, or have in their possession at any time, a greater quanstore at any
.
one time.
1tty of gunpowder than twenty-five pounds weight; ancl on in-

Fine

formation given to the Mayor or any one of the Aldermen, or
any fireman, or the same coming by any means to their knowledge, of a greater quantity of powder than twenty-five pounds
weight, in the possession of, or within the enclosure or encloslues of any person or persons whomsoever at any one time,
the Mayor, or any Alderman, or fireman, is h ereby required
to report the same to the City Council; whereon, proof being
$100, etc. made, the offender shall be fined in a sum not exceeding one
hundred dollars for each and every pound over and above
twenty-five pounds weight, the one half thereof to go to the
informer, the other half to the city.

HOGS, GO.A.TS, C.A.TTLE, SHEEP.
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ARTICLE XXXVI.

HOGS, GOATS, CATTLE, SHEEP.
ORDINANCES.
1. Fine of $ 2 00 upon each goat 2. Hogs at large to be killed, and •
found at large. Goats to be im·
no hogs to be kept in the city.
pounded, and if not claimed in
30 days, to be sold, &c.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 25th June, 1857.

1. It sh~ll. not be l~w~ul for a~y goat or goats to be or go Fine of $Z upat large Wlthm the bm1ts of th1s city' and the owner or f<?nound
each
goat
at large;
owners
of
every
such
g·oat
or
goats
so
found
at
large
shall
goats
to
be im•
<
<
pounded and
forfmt the sum of two dollars for each and every time such sold, &c.
animal or animals shall be found at large, to be collected in
the following manner : It shall be the duty of the police of
said _city to take every such goat or goats, so found at large,
and Impolmcl the same until the said sum and th e costs of
im~ounding shall be paid ; and if such goat or goats be not
clmmed by the owner or owners thereof within three clays, it
shall be the duty of the City Marshal to sell the same at the
pound, having first given at least three days notice in one
of the public gazettes of the city of the time of such sale,
and he shall pay the net proceeds of such sale, after deducting
the costs aforesaid, into the city treasnry, subject to the
order of Council, who may and shall direct the same after
deducting the forfeiture aforesaid, to be paid to the ow~er or
owners of such animal or animals when requested; and in
eve::y such case the officer impounding such goat shall be
entitled to one half of such forfeiture.
Ordinance 2d August, 1839.

2. It shall and may be lawful for any person to seize and Hogs at lar~e
take, or kill any hog or hogs found at large in the City of to be killed, c

l
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LIQUOR LICENSES, SHOPS, STORES, ETC.

11. Retailers to pay back time and
fines.
12. Fines, how enforced.
13. License ordin~tnce extended to
city limits.
14. No screen for bars or doors of
retailers of liquors.
15. Penalty for violating license or·
dinances of the city.
16. Sabbath ordinance extended to
extended jurisdictional limits.
17. Person holding license to retail,
authorized to sell not exceed·
ing ten gallons to one person or
partnership.

18. Sailor boarding houses.
19. Upon taking out license exempt
from having the usual sign.
20. Penalty, how levied and en·
forced.
21. Council to establish rate for license at first meeting in Decem·
ber each year.
22. No druggist to sell liquor ex·
cept on prescription of regular
physician, unless he has taken
out retail license.
23. No apothecary shall sell liquor
on Sunday except as medicine,
with or without license.

STATUTES.
1. §1432. Persons before obtaining
license to retail
spiri.
.
tuous liquors, must apply to the J ustwes of the In fen or Court
.
. wh IC
" h th ey d es1re
. t o re t m,
"1
[now Ordmary
J of t h e county m
who have power to grant or refns\0) such application. When
such application is granted and entered on the minutes, the
applicant shall execute a bond, with sufficient security, in the
sum of five hundred dollars, payabl& to such Justices [now
Ordinaries J conditioned to keep an orderly house and to abide
faithfully by the oath to be taken by him, which bond shall be
taken and approved by the Clerk of the Inferior Court [now
Ordinary], filed in his office, and recorded in the book kept
for that purpose. Any person aggrieved may bring suit on
such bond. Licenses granted in any other way are void. They
shall, also, at the same time, before said clerk, take and subscribe the following oath:
Oath.
"I swear that I will not, during the next succeeding twelve
months, sell, barter, give, or furnish any quantity of spirituous or intoxicating liquor to any minor, without the consent
of his or her parent or guardian, or employer, and that I will
not allow any other person to do so for me, with my knowledge or consent. So help me God."
Oath of vend2. §1433. By the first day in June in each year, and anera of liquors
Jess than one nually thereafter, venders of any quantity of spirituous liquors
gallon.
.
less than one gallon, shall take and subscribe the foregomg
License tore·
tail spirituous
liqu~rs, how
obtamed.
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oath, and upon neglecting to do so, they are subject to all the
penalties of retailers without license.
3. §1434. Such licenses do not authorize the persons to ~~~~~~.f~~on
whom issued to retail at more than one place in the county, one;place.
which place must be stated in the license. Different licenses
are necessary for different places.
4. §1435. Said provisions do not apply to any corporation, Corporate
.
townsmay
town or city, which by charter have power to grant licenses, grant license,
provided the fees for licenses are at least as much in said city when.
as are required by law in the county.
5. §1436. A retailer of spirituous liquors shall not sell or Retailer shall
. hquors,
.
. any quant1ty,
. to any person wl10 1s
. a t tl1e not
sell to one
furmsh
m
who is drunk.
time intoxicated or drunk; and for violating this provision,
he shall not only be liable to all the penalties for retailing
without a license, but he shall not recover by law for any spirituous liquors furnished to such person during the current
year.
6. §1437. The sale of such liquors in quantities less than W?olis aretaller.
one quart, makes the seller a retailer.
ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 12th October, 1826.

.

1. All shops, stores and bar rooms within the extended ju- AllJ?ersons,
. t"
owmng etc.,
risdictionallimits of the City of Savannah as now ex1s mg or shops, subject
.
k
to ordinances
as it may hereafter be extended, and all persons ownmg, eep- in relation to
. supermten
• . a·mg, or v1s1
. "t"mg th e sm·a sh ops, st ores, or bar those SUbJects.
mg,
rooms, shall be, and are hereby made subject to the existing
ordinances in relation to those subjects, except such as shall
be repealed by virtue of this article.
2. Every person who shall hereafter keep w.ithin the City <J;o take _out a
. exten ded 11m1
. .t s, any st ore, bar room, t av- llquor license.
of Savannah, or"Its
ern, inn, hotel, ordinary, oyster house or cellar, confectionery,
eating house, punch, porter, ale or beer houses, for the sale of
liquors, or otherwise sell or dispose of malt, vinous, or spirituous liquors, cider, beer, punch, or other strong ch·ink, under
any name whatever, in any quantity other than the original
package, cask, or vessel, as imported, shall first obtain alicense for the same, as is hereinafter prescribed.
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Savaimah, and to appropriate the same to his or her own use,
so that the same be carried forthwith, after being seized,
No bog to be without the limits of the city; and it shall not be lawful for
kept
· or k eep h ogs WI·tlnn
· th e corporat e
city. in the
any person t o re t am
limits of the City of Savannah; and each and every person so
Fine $30, &c. offending, shall be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars
for each and every such offence.
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ination before him, in the Police Court, he shall be satisfied
and shall so prqnounce that any city property, or any part of
any machinery, or any appliance of any railroau company, or
gas-light company, or of the water-works of Savannah, or of
the Savannah Fire Department, is found in any such junk
shop; and such condition shall be expressed in the license of
every such junk shop dealer; and any person dealing in junk,
or carrying on a cotton pickery, and failing to take out such
license, shall be subj ect to the penalty hereinafter prescribed,
in regard to failing to take out other licenses and badges.
, [For penalty, see Tax ordinance of 22d December, 1870.]

ARTICLE XXXVII.

JUNK SHOPS, COTTON PICKERIES.
ARTICLE XXXVIII.

ORDINANCE.
I. No Junk Shop or Cotton Pickery to kept open unless the tax of $300

for the year be first paid.

License.

Conditions.

ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED.
Tax ordinance 22d December, 1870.
~~~~:g;:. of

No junk shop or cotton pickery shall be used or kept
open, unless the owner or owners of such junk shop or cotton
Cotton Pick- pickery shall have previously paid into the City Treasury a
eries.
tax of three hundred dollars thereon for the year, and shall
License.
have taken out a license from the office of the Clerk of
Conditions.
Council, in which license it shall be distinctly expressed that
such junk shop or cotton pickery shall always be subject to
the visitation of the police of the city; a duplicate of which
license, signed by such owner or owners, and expressive of
his, her, or their assent to such condition, shall be retained by
the Clerk of Council: on refusal of such owner or owners, at
any time, to submit to such visitation, such junk shop or
cotton pickery shall immediately be closed by the Mayor.
Anu it is hereby declared and ordained, that every such junk
shop license shall be subject to the further condition that the
~evocation of same shall be subject to revocation by the Mayor, if, on examlicense.

1.

LICENSES TO RETAIL SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS.

•

STATUTES.

1. Licenses to retail spirituous liquors, how obtained.
2. Oath of venders of liquors less
than one gallon. :
3. Sale of liquors confined to one
place.

4. Corporate towns may grant li-

censes, when.
5. Retailer shall not sell to one
who is drunk.
6. Who is a retailer.

ORDINANCES.
I. All persons owning, etc., shops

5. Form of license.
subject to ordinances in relation 6. Mayor authorized to grant lito these subjects.
CPnse. Bond, etc.
2. Persons keeping any store, bar . 7. Treasurer's duty.
room, etc. , to take out license. 8. License transferable to place,
3. Price of retail license. Condinot to person.
tions. Price of wholesale li- 9. Penalty for selling in smaller
cense.
quantities than original pack4. Duty of Clerk of Council. Perage.
sons violating conditions of li- 10. Retailers by the glass to have
cense liable to fine not less than
signs.
$100.
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11. Retailers to pay back time and
fines.
12. Fines, how enforced.
13. License ordin~tnce extended to
city limits.
14. No screen for bars or doors of
retailers of liquors.
15. Penalty for violating license or·
dinances of the city.
16. Sabbath ordinance extended to
extended jurisdictional limits.
17. Person holding license to retail,
authorized to sell not exceed·
ing ten gallons to one person or
partnership.

18. Sailor boarding houses.
19. Upon taking out license exempt
from having the usual sign.
20. Penalty, how levied and en·
forced.
21. Council to establish rate for license at first meeting in Decem·
ber each year.
22. No druggist to sell liquor ex·
cept on prescription of regular
physician, unless he has taken
out retail license.
23. No apothecary shall sell liquor
on Sunday except as medicine,
with or without license.

STATUTES.
1. §1432. Persons before obtaining
license to retail
spiri.
.
tuous liquors, must apply to the J ustwes of the In fen or Court
.
. wh IC
" h th ey d es1re
. t o re t m,
"1
[now Ordmary
J of t h e county m
who have power to grant or refns\0) such application. When
such application is granted and entered on the minutes, the
applicant shall execute a bond, with sufficient security, in the
sum of five hundred dollars, payabl& to such Justices [now
Ordinaries J conditioned to keep an orderly house and to abide
faithfully by the oath to be taken by him, which bond shall be
taken and approved by the Clerk of the Inferior Court [now
Ordinary], filed in his office, and recorded in the book kept
for that purpose. Any person aggrieved may bring suit on
such bond. Licenses granted in any other way are void. They
shall, also, at the same time, before said clerk, take and subscribe the following oath:
Oath.
"I swear that I will not, during the next succeeding twelve
months, sell, barter, give, or furnish any quantity of spirituous or intoxicating liquor to any minor, without the consent
of his or her parent or guardian, or employer, and that I will
not allow any other person to do so for me, with my knowledge or consent. So help me God."
Oath of vend2. §1433. By the first day in June in each year, and anera of liquors
Jess than one nually thereafter, venders of any quantity of spirituous liquors
gallon.
.
less than one gallon, shall take and subscribe the foregomg
License tore·
tail spirituous
liqu~rs, how
obtamed.
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oath, and upon neglecting to do so, they are subject to all the
penalties of retailers without license.
3. §1434. Such licenses do not authorize the persons to ~~~~~~.f~~on
whom issued to retail at more than one place in the county, one;place.
which place must be stated in the license. Different licenses
are necessary for different places.
4. §1435. Said provisions do not apply to any corporation, Corporate
.
townsmay
town or city, which by charter have power to grant licenses, grant license,
provided the fees for licenses are at least as much in said city when.
as are required by law in the county.
5. §1436. A retailer of spirituous liquors shall not sell or Retailer shall
. hquors,
.
. any quant1ty,
. to any person wl10 1s
. a t tl1e not
sell to one
furmsh
m
who is drunk.
time intoxicated or drunk; and for violating this provision,
he shall not only be liable to all the penalties for retailing
without a license, but he shall not recover by law for any spirituous liquors furnished to such person during the current
year.
6. §1437. The sale of such liquors in quantities less than W?olis aretaller.
one quart, makes the seller a retailer.
ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 12th October, 1826.

.

1. All shops, stores and bar rooms within the extended ju- AllJ?ersons,
. t"
owmng etc.,
risdictionallimits of the City of Savannah as now ex1s mg or shops, subject
.
k
to ordinances
as it may hereafter be extended, and all persons ownmg, eep- in relation to
. supermten
• . a·mg, or v1s1
. "t"mg th e sm·a sh ops, st ores, or bar those SUbJects.
mg,
rooms, shall be, and are hereby made subject to the existing
ordinances in relation to those subjects, except such as shall
be repealed by virtue of this article.
2. Every person who shall hereafter keep w.ithin the City <J;o take _out a
. exten ded 11m1
. .t s, any st ore, bar room, t av- llquor license.
of Savannah, or"Its
ern, inn, hotel, ordinary, oyster house or cellar, confectionery,
eating house, punch, porter, ale or beer houses, for the sale of
liquors, or otherwise sell or dispose of malt, vinous, or spirituous liquors, cider, beer, punch, or other strong ch·ink, under
any name whatever, in any quantity other than the original
package, cask, or vessel, as imported, shall first obtain alicense for the same, as is hereinafter prescribed.
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Ordinance 22d December, 1870.

3. That on and after the first clay of January next, the
price of a license to retail malt, vinous, or spirituous liquors
Retail.
for one year, shall be one hundred and twenty-five dollars, and
Conditions.
the applicant shall be required to submit as securities two responsible freeholders of this city, as a prerequisite to the issue
Wholesale.
of said license; and for a wholesale liquor license the price
shall be one hundred and twenty-five dollars; and no sale
No sales under shall be made under a quart by any who~esale dealer, except in
a quart except
. .
.
.
in original
an ongmal package, and no ltcense for the sale of malt, vmous
package.
· 't nons 1'1quors sh a11 cover any oth er b usmess
·
wh at ever
or spu1
than the sale of malt, vinous or spirituous liquors, and shall
One place for apply to but one place for the sale of said liquors, whether
sale of h quors
.
only allowed under one roof or othenVIse, under a pemLlty of not more than
under license. one hundred dollars.
And no bar room · shall be licensed
which has not an entnmce to it separate and distinct from the
Bar rooms, en- entrance to the dwelling; and the license shall be forfeited
trance to.
.c a secon c1 v1o
. 1a t'10n of any Sta t e 1aw or c1'ty or d'mance; an d
.10r
Forfeiture of i~ case of forfeiture, the license shall not be renewed for the
license.
. . of Counct'1 .
space of t wo years, excep t b y th e perm1ss10n
Duty of Clerk
4. It shall be the duty of the Clerk of Council to pub~~=a
lish, quarterly, an alphabetical list of all persons license c1 to
Penalty for
sell liquors as aforesaid. And any dealer in liquors as aforeailing or reusing to take said, failing or refusing to take.out a license to sell liquors as
out license.
aforesaid, shall be liable to a penalty of not more than one
hunch·ecl dollars for every day any such person may sell without a license, or to imprisonment for thirty clays, or both.

Liquor licenses.

Ordinance 12th October, 1826.
Penalty $100.

Porm of li-

cense.

That every person obtaining a license to retail spirituous
liquors, or a peddler's license, who shall transgress the terms,
violate the conditions, or infringe the provisions of such license, as defined in this or any other article, shall, upon conviction before Council, forfeit and pay for each offence, a sum
not exceeding one h undred dollars, and shall, for a third offence, forfeit such license, and shall not be entitled to obtain
another until the expiration of two years thereafter.
5. The form of the license shall be as follows:
This is to certify that
· has given bond and
security, according to the ordinances of the ·city, in the sum
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of
for his faithful compliance with the
laws of the State and the ordinances of the city, which are
now or may hereafter be of force, respecting shops, stores, bar
rooms, taverns, l'etailers of spirituous liquors, so far as the
same relate to the City of Savannah. Therefore, the 'said
is hereby authorized to keep a liquor store,
to retail not less than a quart, or a retail shop, as the case may
street,
be, in the house where he now resides in
ward, and in no other place whatsoever in the City
of Savannah, from the
day of
, in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
until
next ensuing, and no longer. Given under
my hand and the seal of the city, the day and year firs.t above
mentioned.
6. The Mayor is hereby authorized to grant the license Mayorauthorupon the applicant's paying the sum required therefor, and {fg:n~~-grant
giving two or more approved securities, in the sum of twice Bond twice
the amount of the license, conditioned for the clue observance ~~~~~t of liof the ordinances of the city and the laws of the State- and
every license shall continue in force until the first day of January next ensuing thereafter, and no longer.
7. It shall be the duty of the City Treasurer to make a Treasurer's
fair and just entry in a book to be kept by him for that pur- duty.
pose, of the names and places of abode of all such persons
as shall have obtained licenses, the names of their securities,
the class of licenses granted, and of the sum received for the
same.
8. No license shall authorize the holder to sell liquors or License trans. au tl10n't y un c1 er 1't 1n
· more p1aces t h an one, nor at ferable
to to
exermse
place not
any other place than the one designated in such license, with- person.
out first giving notice to the Clerk of Council of his or her
removal, whereupon the Clerk shall obtain from the Mayor, Clerk of Counor in his absence from the Chairman, a certificate on the back cil's duty.
of such license, specifying the place of removal.
9. If any person or persons without a license, shall sell at Penalty for
any time any malt, vinous or spirituous liquors in any quan- ~~~n~ri~uan
tity or IJarcel other than as imported in the orio-inal
packaO'es
ities, &c.,packthan
o
·
o ' tor1gmal
casks or vessels, and deliver the same in smaller quantities or ages.
at different periods of time, with intent to evade the provisions of this article, such person or persons, upon conviction
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before Council, shall forfeit and pay for each offence a sum not
exceeding thirty dollars.
Retailers by
1.0. Any person obtaining a license for retailing, shall have
the glass or
less than a
plamly
and distinctly painted in letters not less than three
quart to have
signa.
inches in length, over the door, on the outside of the house or
shop wherein the liquors are sold, and fronting the street, lane
or square, the name of the person so licensed, together with
the wor~s "l~cense~ to retail spirituous liquors," and every
Penalty $30.
person vwlatmg this section shall be fined for each week succeeding the first ten days after obtaining the license in a sum
not exceeding thirty dollars.
'
::;a6~~: lime . 11. That it shall not be lawful for the Mayor to grant any
and fines.
l~cense to a~y person who may have retailed liquor without a
~ICense: :mbl the applicant shall have paid into the treasury,
m ad_ditiOn to the fine imposed on such person, an amount for
the time he so retailed without a license, at the rate per annum as required.
~ce:d~ow en12. All fines, forfeitures and penalties ~mposed by virtue
hereof, shall be levied and recovered by warrants of distress
and sale as prescribed in the twelfth section of the amended
charter of the city, one half to the use of the city, and the
other to th_e informer, and in case of neither lands, goods or
chattels bemg found of such offender or offenders, he, she or
they shall, at the discretion of Council, be imprisoned in the
common jail of the county, provided that no imprisonment
shall exceed ten days and nights.
License ordi13. All and singular the provisions of the ordinances of
nances extended to ex- the ci~y in relation to the granting of licenses to retail spirittended city
limits.
uous hquors, be and the same are hereby declared to be in full
force w~t~in the extended jurisdictional limits of the city, as
now exiStmg or as they may hereafter be extended.
Ordinance 28th September, 1854.
No screens
for
bars or

14• It shall
P
• t 'I
· 't uous 1·I'
no t b e Iaw fu I 10r
any Ie
ai er of spin

~~80~!01}~~~~~~- quors to have before their doors or bars, any screen or other
o?struct~on, wh_ich may prevent persons from being exposed to
VIeW while tradmg for or drinking liquor on the premises, under a penalty of thirty dollars on conviction before the Police
Court, one half of such penalty to be paid to the informer
the other half into the city treasury.
'
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Ordinance 3d May, 1855.

15. If any person or persons shall be convicted before Penalty $100
· or t h e p oI'ICe Cour t of VIO
· 1a t'mg any o·f th e provisions
· ·
for
violating
Council
license
ordiof the license ordinances of this city, he, she or they shall ~~F;i~ek.ow
be subject to a penalty of one hundred dollars, to be enforced
by an execution directed to the Marshal of said city, or any Execution.
policeman thereof, who shall, under and by virtue thereof~
proceed to levy upon the goods and chattels, and if none to
be found, on t.he lands and tenements of the offender, and
after advertising the same for fifteen days, shall sell the same
for the payment of the said fine and all costs and expenses, or
by a mittimus directed to the Marshal of said city, or any Mittimus.
policeman thereof, and to the Jailer of Chatham County, if,
in the opinion of the presiding officer of said Court, such
mittimus may be necessary to enforce the collection of said
fine, costs and expenses.
16. That all and singular the provisions of the ordinances Sabbath ordiof the City of Savannah, in relation to the granting of fe"~J'~-J {0x~x
licenses for retailing spirituous liquors and for enforcing the ~~gg~~,hu~i~
observance of the Sabbath or Lord's day, be and same are its.
hereby declared to be in full force within the jurisdictional
limits of the City of Savannah as now existing or as they
may hereafter be extended.
Ordinance.Sth January, 1868.

17. That a license to retail spirituous liquors shall author- Person holdize the person holding the same to sell in a quantity not to i~~aftc:~~~J~
exceed ten gallons in any one package, and to any one person, ~':~e~~~~u t'~~
and to any one person or co-partnership of persons not more gallons.
than ten gallons on any one day.
SAILOR BOARDING AND OTHER HOUSES.

Ordinance 11th December, 1857.

18. Each and every keeper or keepers of a hotel, inn, Sailor boardtavern' seamen or sailor boardino·
houses
o house ' or other house or iog
keepmg
liquor
houses' where boarders or lodD"ers
are
kept
within
the
limits
and
o
samefurnishing
to boardof the City of Savannah where malt vinous or SI)irituous ers and lodg'
'
~~
liquors are kept and furnished by such keeper or keepers to
such boarders and lodgers, or any of them, and where no
liquor license has been paid for, or granted to such keeper or
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Ordinance 5th December, 1860.

keepers, shall take out a license from the Clerk of Council
License $100 therefor, and pay therefor the sum of one hundred dollars,
and fees.
exclusive of the usual license fees.
Upon taking
19. Upon taking out of the license aforesaid, such hotel,
out license,
exempt from inn, tavern, seamen or sailor boarding house, or other house
having the
usual sign.
or houses where boarders or lodgers are kept, shall be exempt
from the provisions and liabilities of the tenth section of
an ordinance passed October 12, 1826, entitled "An ordinance to amend an ordinance regulating shops, stores and
bar-rooms, and for granting licenses for retailing spirituous
liquors, or for vending goods, wares, and merchandise, in the
streets, lanes, alleys, and squares within the City of Savannah and its extended limits."
Penalty $100.
20. That if any person or persons shall be convicted
before Council or the Police Conrt of violating any of the
provisions of this article, he, she, or they shall be subject
to a penalty of one hundred dollars, to be enforced by an
execution directed to the Marshal of said city, or any
lawful constable thereof, who shall, under and by virtue
How levied thereof, proceed to le.vy upon the goods and chattels, and
and enforced.
if none to be found, on the lands and tenements of the
offender or offenders, and after advertising the same for fifteen
days, shall sell the same for the payment of the said fine and
all costs and expenses, or by a mittimus directed to the Marshal of said city or any lawful constable thereof, and to the
Jailer of Chatham County, if, in the opinion of the presiding
officer of said Court or Council, such mittimus may be necessary to enforce the collection of said fine, costs and expenses.

22. No apothecary, druggist, or vender of medicine shall No druggist to
hereafter, within the corporate extended or jurisdictionn1 ~~~fi~~~e:x
limits of said city, sell to any person any alcoholic, spirituous, ~·~~i~t~~nPg~sl
vinous, or fermented liquor in any quantity less than the ~~~sn't~~~;sso~~
original package, cask or vessel, as imported, except on the retail license.
prescription of some regular physician, unless such person so
selling shall first obtain a license as in the case of other
retailers of spirituous liquors, in default whereof such apothecary, druggist, or vender of medicines, shall, upon conviction before the Police Court, forfeit and pay for each and every
offence the sum of one hundred dollars.
23. No apothecary, druggist, or vender of medicine shall No apothecary
· t ence wl1at ever, se11 t o any person w1t
· h'1n the afore-'shallsellliquor
on any pre
on sunday exsn,icllimits on Sunday or Lord's day, with or without a license, ~frfJ. as mediany alcoholic, spirituous, vinous, or fermented liquor in any
quantity, except as medicine on the prescription of some regular physician, and any person offending against the provisions of this section shall, on conviction before the Police
Court, forfeit and p:1y for every offence the sum of thirty
dollars.

Ordinance 16th December, 1863.

Cou!lcil to es- 21. Council shall, at its first regular meeting in December
tab!ish rate for
licenses at first of each year or as soon as practicable thereafter establish a
meeting m De·.
.
'
cember each rate for licenses, wluch rate shall be for the year commencing
year.
on the first clay of January next ensuing, and end on the 31st
clay of December following; and all licenses issued during
the year shall pay the same sum as though taken out at the
commencement, unless Council shall, by resolution, make a
pTa mta reduction in cases where it shall appear to them
equitable and just, and where they may have been petitioned
to that effect.
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to its present ownership, and the grant hereby made shall
become utterly void.

ARTICLE XXXIX.

LIGHT-HOUSE.

1.

•

STATUTES.
An area of 20 feet square on the 12. Said grant to be void if the land
Bay granted to the United States
granted be diverted from the
for the erection of a Light· House.
purposes for which it is granted.

ORDINANCES.
1. Area of 20 feet square near in· 3. Mayor to execute conveyance.
tersect.ion of East Broad and 4. Recital of the act of the 22d De·
cember, 1857.
Bay streets conveyed to United
5. Recital of the act of 1st March,
States Government.
1856.
2. Land granted more particularly
6. Assent of Mayor and Aldermen ..
described.
STATUTES.

State Law, assented to 22d December, 1857.
An area of 20 1. That for the purpose of securing the erection of a lightfeet
square on bouse, the Sta t e of Georg1a
. hereby grants to the Umted
.
theBaygranted tostates
tlle Uni. a cer t-mn
. area of t wen t y f ee t square Wl"tlun
.
ted
for Stat es ofA menca,
atheerectionof
light-house. th e l"1m1"ts of tl1e c 1·t y of savannab , w1.
llCb area of twen t y
feet square, or the centre of the same, is sixty-seven feet and
one inch on a perpendicular line drawn from the western line
of East Broad street, extended, at a point on said extended
line one hundred and nineteen feet and seven inches from the
southern line M Bay street; or such other area of twenty feet
square as may be agreed upon by the Mayor and Aldermen of
the City of Savannah and the United States Government;
P1·ovidecl, that this grant shall not be adjudged to be perfected
Proviso.
without the assent and concurrence of the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah and the Hamlets thereof.
2. That should said area of land so granted as aforesaid
Reversion.
be diverted in the future from the purposes for which it is
granted, then and in that event, said area of land shall revert

ORDINANCE.
Ordinance 30th October, 1856.
1. WHEREAS, The General Assembly of Georgia, at its Areaof20feet
late seSSlOn,
.
d"d
squarenearm1 , b y an act approve d on t h e :fi rst day of March tersection
of
last, surrender and cede jurisdiction to the said the United ~:~t:f;~ad
0
States over a certain area of twenty feet square within the ~~;:l!\~ ~he
limits of the City of Savannah, which area of twenty feet gg~~~~~t:~~~
square, or the centre of the same, is sixty-seven feet and one
inch on a perpendicular line drawn from the western line of
East Broad street, extended, at a point 0n said extended line,
one hundred and nineteen feet and seven inches from the
southern line of Bay street, or such other area of twenty feet
square as might be agreed upon by the Mayor and Aldermen
of the City of Savannah and the United States Government
for the erection by said government of a light-house in said
city, for the protection of commerce :
Ancl whereas, The said the Government of the United
States requires, as a condition to the erection of such lighth~use, that _the said the Mayor and Aldermen convey to the
Sald ~he u_mte~ States the area of land aforesaid in fee simple,
and 1t bemg m1portant to the interests of commerce that
such light-house be erected- therefore,
2. The said area of land, twenty feet square he and the Perpendicular
same is hereby granted to the United States or' America in~~~ ~~~ 7 i~~~t
fee simple, the perpendicular line of sixty-seven feet and one ~1?a;:;~~st- '
inch to the centre of said area being drawn westwardly from ~r~:s£~~;:'
the w_estern_ line of East Broad street, extended, at the point ~~6a<~{8~~~\.
mentwned m the j)reamble to this article, and in the said act
of the General Assembly.
3. His Honor the Mayor shall cause a suitable deed of M ayor t o execonveyance. of the said area to be made and executed and oute conveyance.
.
d
d el1vere to the said the Government of the United States,
or its legally constituted agent.
4. WHEREAS, The General Assembly of the State of Geor- Recital of act
gia did, by an act duly passed and assented to on the twenty- b~(.2~5f.ecem
second day of December, in the year of our Lord eighteen
hundred and fifty-seven, grant to the United States of Amer-

20

306

LIGHT-HOUSE.

ica a cel'tain area of twenty feet square, within the limits o£
the City of Savannah, which area of twenty feet square, or
the centre of the same, is sixty-seven feet and one inch on a
perpendicular line, drawn from the western line of East Broad
street, extended, at a point on said extended line, one hundred
and nineteen feet and seven inches from the ' southern line of
Bay street, or such other area of twenty feet square as may
be agreed upon by the Mayor and .Aldermen of the City of
Savannah and the United States Government: P1·oviclecl,-that
said grant should not be adjudged to be perfect without the
assent and concurrence of the Mayor and .Aldermen of the
City of Savannah; and on the further condition that should
said area of land so granted be diverted in the future from
the purposes for which it is granted, to wit: the erection of
a light-house in said City of Savannah for the protection of
commerce; then, and in that event, said area of land shall
revert to its present ownership, and the said grant become
n tterly void; as will more at large appear, reference being
had to said act of said General .Assembly:
Recital of act
5. And whereas, By a previous act of the General .Assemof 1st March,
1856.
bly of saicl State, approved on the first clay of March, in the
year of our Lord eighteen hundred and fifty-six, the said
General .Assembly did cede jurisdiction to the United States
over the said above defined area, or such other area of twenty
feet square as might be agreed upon by the Mayor and .Aldermen of the City of Savannah and the United States Government; Now, in order to carry into effect the said acts of the
General .Assembly of Georgia:
AssentofMay6. That t.he said Mayor and .Aldermen of the City of Saor
and Alder- vannal1 d o h ereb y assen t an d· concur m
· t h e sa1'd grant of sai'd
men.
above defined area of twenty feet square, aml the said cession
of jurisdiction over the same, on the terms and conditions
men tionecl and expressed in said first above recited act; and
that his Honor the Mayor cause to be prepared and executed
any instrument or instruments in writing necessary to effect
the purposes of this ordinance.

LO'rTERIES .A.li"D RAFFLES.
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.ARTICLE XL.

LOTTERIES AND RAFFLES.
ORDINANCE.
1. Lottery Tickets, Raffies, Gift Enterprises, etc., tax $300.

ORDINANCE.
Ordinance 29th October, 1857.

1. Each and every person who shall carry on the business L o ttery t'ICk of vending books, jewelry, or other articles by raffie or lottery' t:tX
ets, raflies, etc.
$300.
or of selling lottery tickets within said city, by selling, disposi~g of, _delivering, ordering or receiving for another for any
cons1cleratwn whatever, any lottery ticket, or part or share of
a lottery ticket, or by offering to carry on such business by advertising, exhibiting a sign or otherwise, shall pay the.City
Treasurer, annually, the sum of three hundred dollars and
each and every person who shall commence to carry on'such
business, by doing or offering to do any one of the acts aforesaid, on and after the first clay of January, annually, shall forthwith and annually thereafter, so lon'g as he or she shall continue to carry on such business, pay to the said Treasurer the
sum of three hundred dollars, and each and every person who
shal~ ~iolate or _fail to_ comply with either of the foregoing
proVIsiOns of tlns sectwn, shall, upon conviction thereof be- Penalty $400.
fore the Mayor in the Police Court, be fined in a sum not exceeding four hundred dollars for each and every such violation
of, or failure to comply with the said provisions one half of
said fine to go to the informer.
'
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ARTICLE

27. No person buying a stall shall
sub-let the same. Lease may
be renewed at same price.
28, Butchers to give bond in the
sum of one hundred dollars,
conditioned to comply with the
ordinances and laws of the State.
29. Dead poultry ilold by weight.
80. Unlawful to sell or to offer to
sell any meat, fish, etc., or any
other article which may haye
been bought at or near the market for the purpose of re-sale.

XLI.

MARKET.
STATUTES.
1. The citizens of Savannah au-

thorized to erect at their own
expense. on Ellis square, a public market. Said market vested in the corporation of the city
free of expense.

2. The right forfeited unless said
market be commenced and finished in a given time.
3. Selling unwholesome pro visi on s. ·
4. Unwholesome bread or drink.

2. Sellers refusing to pay market
fees.
3. cferk fined $30 if he neglects
his duties, etc.
4. Butchers to divide small meat.
5. Butchers to take hide and head
of animal, etc., to Clerk.
6. Offal not to be brought to or
near the market, except, etc.
7. Butcher pens, etc.
8. Unwholesome meat.
9. No butter, vegetables, etc., to
be brou~ht to market not the
growth or manufacture of this
State or South Carolina.
10. No butcher, etc., to keep wagons near the market.
11. Duty of Market Committee and
Clerk to examine scales.
12. False weights and measures.
13. Dnty of City Marshal, etc., to
attend market.
14. Weighing at other scales, etc.,
and having no scales.

17. All fines half to informer and
half to city. Exception.
18. When no penalty affixed, fine
thirty dollars.
19. Owners of stalls may carry their
provisions through the city after
market hours, but butchers can
only sell from wagons having
badges.
20. Fine for violation, $30.
21. No dogs in market; fine $30.
22. No smoking in market; fine $2.
23. Injuring, etc., market stalls.
24. No selling of beef, veal or mutton except at market. Exception as to vessels.
25. City Marshal to sell stalls on 1st
Wednesday in December in each
and every year. Price of stalls.
26. All stalls other than the above
shall be let at such prices and
on such terms as shall be fixed
by the Chairman of the Market
Committee.

31. Duty of Clerk of Market and
City Police to report violations.
32. Charges and fees to be collected by Clerk of the Market for
use of the city.
33. Duty of Clerk of the Market
once a month to examine all
scales and measures.
34. Ordinance in relation to the
renting of stalls suspended, and
the Mayor and Aldermen authorized to make temporary arrangements in relation to stalls
in the temporary market.

STATUTES.
State Law 21st DecembeF, 1820.

ORDINANCES.
1. Public market held P.very day 15. No sleeping on market stalls.
16. Fines, how recovered.
except Sunday.
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1. That from ancl immediately after the passing of this act, Citizens of sait shall and may be lawful for the citizens of Savannah to ~i:~r~~~da;;;
erect, or cause to be erected, at their own proper charge, ex- :~~~J't~gc
pense and cost, on a spot of ground in said city called Ellis Ellis square.
square, allotted and appropriated for the use and convenience
of a public market by the aforesaid act of 7th April, 1763, now
in force, a public market: PToviclecl, that in the erection of Proviso.
said market, no more ground is occupied on said square than
that upon which the former market was erected, and also that Vested in the
.
.
.
corporation of
said ma,rket when so erected shall be vested m the corporatiOn the city free
. , C't
I yo f S avannah , f ree o f any ch arge, cos t , or expense, of expense.
o f saiCL
and that all rents, issues and profits thereof to be applied to
the use of said city.
2. That the right herein granted to the citizens of Savan- Therightfornah shall be deemed and considered as forfeited, unless the !~~~ed unless,
said market shall be commenced by the :first day of April next,
and completed by the 20th clay of December, 1821.
Irwin's Code.
3. §4472. Any butcher or other person selling the flesh of Selling un.
l anima
. l , or oth er unw]10 l esome prOVISions,
. .
a d ISeasec
sh a ll be wholesome
provisions.
indicted, and on conviction, shall be [punished as prescribed
in section 4245 of this Code].
4. §4473. Anv baker, brewer, distiller, merchant, grocer Unwholesome
.
' bread or drink
• .
or other person, sellmg unwholesome bread, dnnk, or perni-
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cious and adulterated liquor, knowing them to be so, shall be
indicted, and on conviction, shall be [punished as prescribed
in section 4245 of this Code J.
ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 22d July, 1839.

1. That a public market shaJl be h eld every day in the year
. Ell IS
' square, at w1uc
. h pl ace all k'm ds
(Sunchtys excepted) , m
day.
of butcher's meat, poultry, fruit, fish, vegetables and all other
kind of provisions may be sold, linder the regulations hereinafter contained.
Sellersrefus2. When any seller of meat or other articles of provisions
ing to pay
marketfees. charged by this article, shall refu se to pay the sum required
under the same, the Clerk is hereby authorized to levy upon
and retain such meat or other articles, until such charge be
paid, or until one or more of the Market Committee order the
release thereof. And if the said charge be not paid before the
closing of the market, and the article or the articles remain in
the possession of the Clerk, the same shall be disposed of as
may be directed by the member of the Market Committee present, or in his or their absence, as the Clerk may see fit. And
$30fineforop- if any person or persons shall oppose, obstruct, insult or abuse
posmg Clerk
.
.
.
of the Market the Clerk of the Market m the executiOn of h1s office or duty,
such person or persons shall be fined in a sum not exceeding
thirty dollars.
$30 fine if
3. If the Clerk of the Market shall neglect any of the dufi~t:h~e!,;ties ties required of him by this article, he shall be liable to a fine
not exceeding thirty dollars, and according to the nature of
the charge brought against him, to removal from office by
Council, as already provided.
Butchers to
4. The butchers shall, if required by any person or persons,
divide small
with the approbation of the Market Committee, divide their
meats.
small meat as follows: Every calf, heifer, hog, goat or lamb,
the quarters thereof shall be divided into two parts, the loin
from the leg, or the breast from the quarters, and the quarters
of beef shall be cut up into pieces so as to suit the buyers.
These regulations to commence at the opening of the market,
and continue to the hour hereafter mentioned; and any person
or persons neglecting or refusing to comply with the tenor of
this section, shall, for every neglect or refusal, be fined in a

Public market
held everyday
except
Sun-

•

sum riot exceeding ten dollars ; and every person en tting up wh1te
An~ wear
aprons.
meat, shall wear a long white apron every day whilst at market.
5. Every butcher or person killing a.n ox, cow, heifer, or Butchers to
.
th e same "10r sal e WI.tlnn
. t l1e take
h1de and
grown nea t ca ttl e, an d exposmg
head of anicity, shall take the hide and head of each animal slaughtered, Cl~~:k~tc., to
attached to each other and not severed, and the said head with
the ears and horns on of every such animal, he shall carry to
the market and show the Clerk, whose business it shall be to
keep a book for that purpose, where he shall regularly enter Ear and horn
the ear and horn marks (if any) of such animals, with the day marks, etc.
of the month the same was brought to market, and the book
shall be kept open at all times during market hours for the
purpose of inspection
of
every pe1·son, under forfeiture of a $30
finE:J on
.
.
Clerk for negsum not exceechng thirty dollars for every neglect of any lectin taking
marks, etc.
. .
b utc h er or other person brmgmg the same, and for the neglect
of the Clerk in not taking the marks, or for his entering improper or false brands and marks, he shall suffer the like penalty.
6. It shall not be lawful for any person or persons whatso- Otial, etc.
ever, to bring to or near e~ther of the markets aforesaid, any
of the offal, or inside of any bull, steer, eow, heifer, calf,
sheep, or hog, except the haslet, clean tripe, and lard and tal- Exceptions.
low when melted, and rough tallow: PTovided, the same is
free from any unplea,sant smell; and any person or persons so Penalty $30.
offending shall pay a fine not e.'weeding thirty dollars.
·
7. If any butcher shall erect or keep any pen or enclosure Dutcher pens.
for the purpose of keeping or slaughtering any cattle, calves,
sheep .or goats, within a mile of the corporate limits of the
city, he shall be prohibited from selling in the market, and
may be fined in a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars for Penalty $100.
each offence. It shall not be lawful for any butcher, under
the penalty of not more than one hundred dollars for every
day's offence, to erect or keep any pen or enclosure for the
purpose of keeping or slaughtering any hogs within one mile
of the corporate limits of the city.
8. If any person or persons shall-expose or offer for sale Unwholesome
. h' h' .t
meat, etc.
in the said m:,n·ket, or in any other p l ace Wit m t IS CI y, any
blown, puffed up, or unwholesome meat, or provisions of any
kind, it shall be the duty of any Alderman, or the Clerk of
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the Market or City Marshal, on complaint being made to him
or them, or upon the view of either of them, to examine into
the same, and if the said meat or provisions shall appear to
be unwholesome, the same shall be considered as a nuisance,
and condemned and be immediately buried under ground,
burnt, or otherwise destroyed, by order of the o:ffi ers of the
city so inspecting and condemning the same, and such person
Penalty $30.
or persons so offending, shall be moreover fined in a sum not
exceeding thirty dollars.
No butter,
9. No· person or persons shall be allowed to bring to the
vegetables,
etc.
market of this city, or expose to sale at said place, any butter,
vegetables, or other similar articles of consumption, not the
growth or manufacture of this State or South Carolina. Nor
Ntocodfi
e c., un1sh,
ess b y shall any person or persons whosoever, expose at said market
license.
and for sale, any codfish, mackerel, or salmon, unless by special license, which shall be granted on the petition of any
person or persons applying for the same, he, she or they first
Price of lipaying
into the treasury of the city the sum of fifteen dollars
cense, $15.
for such license, which shall last for the space of one year,
and shtL11 not be used by any other person but the one or those
named in the said license. And every person or persons offending against this section shall, on the order of any of the
Market Committee, Clerk of the Market, or Marshal, immediately withdraw and r emove such article or articles, and in case
of neglect or refusal to withdraw or remove thfl same, such
~gf,~~{t~~~~f article or articles shall be seized and forfeited, and be disposed
articles.
of as may be directed and ordered by any of the Market Committee, Clerk of the Market or Marshal.
No butcher,
10. No butcher bringing meat of any kind to market for
&c., to keep
'vagons, &c., sale, at any of the stalls, and no other person bringing
near the
market.
live stock or any other species of provisions to market, for
sale, shall be permitted or allowed to keep any wagon, cart,
or any other carriage, vehicle, horse, mule, ass, or ox, nearer
to the said market, or f<!r a longer time than the Market Committee or Clerk of the Market may direct, and such butcher
or other person shall be compelled to draw up his, h er, or
:~t~~~to~om- their wagon, cart, or vehicle, in such manner and in such
Clerk to desig- places as any one of the Market Committee or said Clerk
nate place of
'
'
vehicles.
shall think most convenient for the sale of the articles so
brought, nor shall any person or persons be allowed or per-
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mitted to feed with grain or forage any horse mule ass or N~ feeding of
'
'
'
arumals &c.
ox, or any other animal, at the said market, or within the
'
limits prescribed by the said committee or Clerk. And it shall
be the duty of the Clerk of the Ma,rket or the City lVIarshal,
to enforce and carry into effect any order of the Market Committee respecting the rules and regulations prescribed in this
section; and any person or persons offending against the same Penalty $30.
shall be fin ed in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars, and execution shall be issued immediately thereafter, and served and
. executed on the property of the offender or offenders, in his,
her, or their possession or agency, and the cause of such com- Property to be
sold by Marplaint, by the Marshal, and sold at the market, on five days shal, &c.
notice; and after paying the said fine and fifty cents costs,
the surplus shall be paid over to the offender or offenders, or
his, her, or their agent or agents.
11. It shall be the duty of the Market Committee and Duty of Marketcommittee
Clerk of the Market, from time to time, and as often as they and Clerk to
.
examine
may think proper, to examine the scales of all persons buymg scales.
or selling in the market, and prescribe the manner of suspending the same. And all persons neglecting or refusing to Penalty $30.
conform to such direction, shall, be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars. And all scales and weights not conforming
to the legal standard, or properly marked, shall be seized by
said Clerk, and be forfeited to said city.
12. If any person or persons shall buy or sell in this city False weights
.
and measures.
any article or commodity usually bought or sold by weight or
measure, hereafter to be used, and not sanctioned by this
article, or shall have in his, her, or their possession, any false
weight or measure, every such person or persons so offending,
shall be fined not exceeding the sum of thirty dollars, and Fine $30.
his, her, or their name and description, after conviction, shall
be published.
13. It shall be the duty of the City Marshal or his deputy Duty of City
Marshal, &c,
and one or more Constables, as may from week to wee k b e to attend mar• required by the Marsh al, to attend at the said market every ket, &c.
day at sunrise, and continue his attendance at market until
nine o'clock of the morning, and also on every Saturday
afternoon until the closing of the market, for the purpose of
aiding and assisting the Mayor or any Aldermen, Clerk of the
Market, or Marshal, in the performance and execution of any

314

MARKET.

of the duties devolved on an y or either of them under this
article, or any other which may be passed in relation to the
market, and in case of neglect or default of duty or attendFine $30.
ance as aforesaid in such Marsh~Ll or Con stable, he sh all be
fin ed in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars.
Weighing at
14. It shall not be lawful for any vender of meat to weigh
other scales,
&c., and hav- the same at any other scales than those attached to his own
ing no scales.
stall, and all persons neglecting to h ave scales of their own, or •
weighing at an y other scale than those affixed to their own
stalls, or using other weights than those of the scales so
Fine $30.
affixed, shall be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars.
No sleeping,
15. It shall not be lawful for any person to sleep or lie
&c., on the
marketstalls. clown upon the public stalls in t h e market in the night or
day time, and every person so found sh all be taken up by the
Marshal, Constables, or City Police, and upon the conviction
Fine $6.
thereof before the Mayor, fined by him in a sum not exceeding six dollars.
Fines, how re16. All fines imposed on any person shall be recovered,
covered.
unless otherwise directed by this article, as h eretofore usually
pm~~d.
·
tot\n~g~~e~alf
17. All fines accruing under this article sh all be applied as
a?td half to the follows, to wit: one moiety to the use 4:lf t h e informer and
m~
.
'
the other moiety or half part to the use of t he city, except
where the ordinance may otherwise specially direct, an d
Exception.
except in such cases where th e Market Committee or either of
them come to a knowledge of the offence by his or their own
view; in such case fine or forfeiture sh all accrue to the city
Finesd, hodw
only, and all fines shall be levied by distress and sale of the
r
1
l ev1e an colected.
offender's goods and chattels by warrant, under the hand of
the Mayor, with the seal of the city, and be directed to the
Marshal of the city or any Constable.
Fine of $30 in
18. Each and every p er son violatinD" this article the penall cases where
.
o
'
no penalty
alty for whwh has not hitherto been designated, shall be fined
affixed.
.
.
m a sum not exceedmg thirty dollars.

..

~~lse~a~f car- Fifteenth section of the ordinance 22d July, 1839, as amended by ordi·

q their proV1SlOllS

through
city afteethe
market
how s,can
but
butchers
only sell &c.,
from
wagons,
having badge.

nance 22d December, 1869.

19• p et:sons
"'
· st a11 s In
· t h e mar k et are h ereby allowed
ownmg
to Cany
" th en
· · prOVISlO]lS
· · ·
th rougl1 th e City
· af ter market hours,
k eepmg
· no fi xe d st an d, bu t movmg
· f rom place to place ; but
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in the case of butchers owning stalls in said market, such
butchers are forbidden from selling such provisions in the
streets after market hours, except from carts, wagons or other
vehicles which may have thereon such badge or other designation as t h e Market Committee, with the concurrence of the
Mayor, may prescribe. And no person shall be authorized to
sell vegetables through the streets during market hours.
20. That for every violation of this ordinance the offender Fine for viola30
shall be liable, on conviction before the Police Court, to a fin e tion, $ •
not exceeding thirty dollars.
Ordinance 11th April, 1839.

21. That no clog sh all be permitted to be brought or come No dogs in
within thirty feet of the market house during market hours, $3'0~·ket. Fine
and any person bringing or suffering a clog or dogs to accompany him or her, contrary to the provisions of this section,
shall be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars.
Ordinance 24th October, 1839.

22. It shall not be, lawful for any person to smoke any No smoking in
segar or pipe in the public market place in the City of Savan- ~he~::l~;~~~·&c.
nab, under th e penalty of two dollars for the first offence and
not exceeding five dollars for each and every subsequent
offence.
Ordinance 30th January, 1851.

23. If an y person shall cut, mutilate, break, deface, or Injuring, &c.,
injure the market building or any of the stalls or other appur- market stalls.
tenances to the said market, such offenders sh all be fined for Fine $50.
such offence in a sum not exceeding fifty dollars, one half the
fine to be paid to the informer.
Ordinance 17th November, 1853.

24. It shall not be lawful for any person or persons what- No selling of
soever to sell or expose for sale, or barter, any quantity of ~~it;~a!~~r
butcher's meat known as beef, veal, or mutton, at any place ~~~;at mar.
with~n the limits of t h e City of Savannah, except only at the
pubhc market thereof, under such r egulation s as are now in
force for the government of the same. [See section 19 of this
~~trtlcle. ]
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Fine $50.

For each and every violation of this article the offendm•
shall be :fined in a sum not exceeding :fifty dollars, one half of
the fine to go to the informer.
Nothing in this article shall prevent the sale, on board
steamships or other vessels, of beef, veal, or mutton, imported
from other places, nor shall it be construed as repealing
section 19 of this article, which permits persons having stalls
in the market to carry their provisions thro~1gh the streets
after market hours.

Exceptions a
to vessels, &c.

Ordinance 27th November, 1867.

25. That hereafter, on the :first Wednesday
of December
.
.
.
in each and every year, the. followmg stalls m the pubhc
market not retained as heremafter stated, shall be rented for
.
.
t o w1
. •t : E ac11 b eef st a11 at
one year at the followmg
pnces,
the annual sum of one hundred dollars; each small meat
stall at the annual sum· of seventy-five dollars; each vegetable
stall at the ailnual sum of forty-five dollars; each coffee stall
at the annual sum of eighty dollars; and each bread stall at
the annual sum of fifty dollars; and that, hereafter, in reference to said stalls not retained for another year by authority
of the Market Committee at the prices hereby fixed, respectively, there shall be no assessment as heretofore, and no
renewal of lease, but each and every of said stalls shall annually be put up for lease for one year at the respective prices
aforesaid; and in case of competition the person or persons
bidding highest over the said rates shall be entitled to the
lease for one year; and no bid under said respective sums
shall be received, except in the discretion of the Market Committee: P1·ovided, that no person shall hereafter rent more
than two stalls; and that no person shall sub-let any stall
without authority from the Chairman of the Market Committee; and any such sub-letting, without authority as aforeAll
stalls
other
than the above said ' shall work a forfeiture of the lease to the city.
sbau prices
be let at
26. That all stalls other than the above shall be assessed
such
and onas
such
terms
shall and let at such prices and on such terms as shall be :fixed by
befixed by the the Chairman of the Market Committee.
Chairman of
Stalls to be
sold on the
first Wednesday of December in every
year. Price of
stalls.

the Market
Committee.

No sub-letting; forfeiture of stall.
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Ordinance 17th November, 1853.

27. No person buyi-ng a stall shall transfer or sub-let the
same without the consent of the Market Committee, under
the penalty of forfeiting the stall to the city.

N 0 beef older than a yearling shall be offered for sale on Yearling beef.
the small meat stalls.
On the first Wednesday of each ensuing year the Market re~~;:-a1 or
Committee may ren~w the lease of any occupant of. a stall, at
the rent paid the previous year, if applied to pnor to the
expiration of the year, and all stalls unrented shall be sold on
said day at the terms above specified, and all rents and assessments of every kind shall be paid for in advance.
The Clerk, with the consent of the Market Committee, f~efi!<~~ duty as
shall regulate the fees to be paid for the sale of fish and shell
fish.
Ordinance 28th November, 1866.
Butcher t~
28 · That from and after the·passing of this ordinance each gwe
bond m
the sum of
and every butcher in the public market of Savannah shall, as $100,
cond1tione~ to comone of the conditions of his carrymg on the trade of butch- plvwith
the
dollars, ordinances
ering ' enter into bond in the sum of five hundred
and laws of
.
payable to the Mayor and Aldermen of the C1ty of Sav.a~na~, the State.
with good security, to be approved by the M~yor, cond1tlone~
that such butchers will faithfully comply With all the ordinances of the city and the laws of the State, in reference to
cattle and other animals for slaughter, offered for sale; and
~n failure of any such butcher to give such bond and security,
the Clerk of the Market shall refuse permission to such
butcher to carry on his trade in said market; and the stall of
such butcher shall be deemed and declared vacant, and may
be rented out to some other person: Provided always, that
nothinO'0 contained in this ordinance shall be so construed as
to take away the right of the Police Court or the City Council
to enforce all ordinances of the city in relation to butchers.
Ordinance 29th March, 1860.

•

29. That it shall not be lawful, hereafter, for any person Dead poultry
. market of Savannah, any d ea d sold by we1ght
to sell in or near the pubhc
poultry except by weight; and that, in case of disagreement
between the seller and purchaser as to the true weight of such
poultry, the same shall be determined by the Clerk of the
Market, he using the public scales for that purpose, and that
any person selling or offering to sell dead poultry a~ aforesaid
by false weight shall, on conviction before the Pollee Court,

MARKET.

be liable for every offence to pay a fine of not more than :five
dollars.
Ordinance 5th June, 1861.
Unlawful to
sell or to offer

30.

That a fine of not more than thirty dollars be inflicted

·
to sell any ar- on any person who may hereafter be convicted before the Poticle which
.
.
.
may have been lice Court of selhng, or offenng, or attempting to sell, at or
bought at or
.
near the mar- near the pubhc market of Savannah, any meat, fish, or poulket, for the
t ry, game, or WI'ld f'ow,l eggs, vege t abl es, f rmt,
. butter, or any
purpose
of

other article or commodity, or provisions of any kind usually
brought to market for sale there, and which such persons may
have bought at or near said market at any time before such
re-sale, or offer, or attempt to re-sell: P1·ovicled, nothing herein
contained shall be construed to apply to persons purchasing
hogs, sheep, or calves for the purpose of cutting up and
exposing the same for sale in the public market, as provided
in the ordinance passed the second day of January, 1840.
Duty of Clerk
31. It shall be the special duty of the Clerk of the 'Market
~~Jhc~t~W!et and of the City Police to report all violations of this article,
~~~~~~~-ort and to put the offender or offenders on the information
docket; and in every case wher1,3 the offender is not a resident
of the City of Savannah and does not reside within the jurisdictional and police limits, it shall be the duty of said Clerk
to seize every such article or commodity and to retain the
same until such offender shall enter, at the police station, into
good security to answer for such offence; and in case no such
security be given, then said articles and commodities shall be
forfeited to the city, on clue proof before the Police Court.
re-sale.

Ordinance 27th December, 1865.
Market fees.

32. The following charges and fees shall hereafter be paid
to and collected by the Clerk of th Market for the use of the
citJ: For every beef, twenty-five cents; for every calf, sheep,
lamb, hog, deer, or goat, fifteen cents; for each piggin, pail,
·o r firkin of butter, or lard, ten cents; for each drum-fish, bass,
snapper, grouper, or other large scale-fish not sold on string,
five cent~; for each shad, two cents; for each string of fish,
not less than one cent, nor more than two cents; for each
basket of shrimps or prawn, twenty centH; for each pail of
open oysters, twenty cents; oysters and clams per bushel, five
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cents; for weighing on the lJublic scales,_ each draft over
thirty pounds, ten cents; and under thirty pounds, five
cents; for every lot of. vegetables sold from a stall or
bench twenty-fiv'e cents· for every pair of wild English,
black 'or canvass-back du~ks, five cents; for every other kind
of wild ducks, per pair, three cents; poultry sold from country carts not taxable; fowls, per pair, five cents; turkeys, five
cents each; geese, five cents each; from venders of sausages,
twenty-five cents for each clay's marketing, n,nd the same for
the Saturday afternoon's market; for every coffee stand,
twenty-five ce)lts per clay, and the same for the Saturday afternoon's market; for each saddle of venison sold from a stall
or bench, ten cents: P1·ovidecl, no article shall be sold in said
market that is usually vended or sold at the stores in said
city, except meal, grist, and bread, and such other articles
(the product or growth of the country) which are brought
directly to the market for sale.
33. And it shall be the duty of the Clerk of the Market, ~fu~heot:~~-~~~
a ~onalth
O nce a month ' to examine all scales and measures, and the once
to examme 1
and
Penalty for using or attemptin!ru to use any false scale or meas- scales
measures.
ure, or any spring scale (which is hereby forbidden), shall be
a fine not exceeding thirty dollars, on conviction of the offender before the Police Court, and every such s~ale or measure shall be forfeited and destroyed. The Clerk of the
Market shall, every Mop.day morning, after the close of the
market, make a weekly return of the charges and fees received by him as Clerk, and pay the amount thereof into
the city treasury; and that all ordinances and parts of ·ordinances, so far as they militate with this ordinance, be and the
same are hereby repealed.
Ordinance 23d November, 1870.

34. That the ordinn,nces in relation to the renting of stalls Temporary
. the pubhc
. market m
. D ecem b er nex t , b e an d tl1ey are market.
m
hereby suspended, and the Mayor and Aldermen are hereby
au'thorizecl to make temporary arrangements in relation to
stalls in the present temporary market buildings, and any
other temporary market buildings that may be erected, and
in such times as saicl Market Committee may deem advisable.
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ARTICLE XLII.

11. License for Measurers and In·
spectors of Lumber.
12. Fees, how paid.
13. Personal inspecpon.
14. Penalty.
16. Duty of measurers of corn, etc.
16. Manner of measuring.
17. Cargoes of corn, etc., to be
~p-easured.

MEASURERS, INSPECTORS, AND WEIGHERS,
WOOD, TIMBER, TURPEN'riNE, TOBACCO,
GUANO, LIQUORS, HAY, ETC.
STATUTES.
1. Inspectors may be appointed,
etc.
2. Appointees only shall inspect.
Oath and bond.
3. Inspection and measurement of
lumber.
4. Inspector not to be clerk, etc.
6. Square timber, how measured.
6. Refuse timber.
7. Length of hook to dip rod.
8. Ranging timber, etc., when
merchantable.
9. Length, etc., of shingles.
10. Pipe and other staves, when
merchantable.
11. Illegal inspection, etc.
12. Cord of wood, contents; fees of
inspector, how paid ; power of
corporate authorities.
13. Drifting timber, etc., penalty
for disposing of.

14. Illegal purchase of same.
15. Pitch, tar, etc., to be inspected.
16. Quality, etc., of turpentine bar·
rei.
17. Turpentine barrels, how mark·
ed.
18. Powers of corporate authorities.
19. Inspectors of liquors, etc., how
appointed.
20. Their oath and duty.
21. Penalty for selling drugged li·
quors, etc.
22. Penalty for evading inspection.
23. Fees ofliquor inspectors.
24. Penalty for manufacturing drug·
ged liquors, etc.
25. Inspection monthly.
26. Penalty for selling without in·
spect.ion.

ORDINANCES.
1. No person to measure without a 6.
license.
7.
2. Election of Measurers and In·
8.
spectors.
3. No Measurer or Inspector to be
9.
concerned in.the sale.
<l . License for measurers of wood,
etc.
10.
6. Penalty for neglect.

No person to sell lumber with·
out inspection.
Person refusing to pay fees, etc.
Removing from city fJrfeits ap·pointment.
Number of measurers and in·
spectors of lumber. Not to be
interested in profits.
Fees.

19. Weight of corn, rye, etc.
20. Weights required by Council to

be used.
21. Fine for violation.
22. Firewood, when to be meas·

ured.
23. Fees of Weigher of Hay.
24. Two additional Weighers

of

Hay.

18. Salt, corn, etc., when to be
measured.

STATUTES.
Irwin's Revised Code.

1. §1569. Inspectors may be appointed, their duties pre- Inspectors
scribed, their fees fixed, and inspection and marking regula- ~~~t~~'i~~
tions adopted by the co11Jorate authorities of any city for the ~~~atf:r~~
inspection of guano and other fertilizers, tobacco, salt, pitch, spected.
tar, turpentine, rosin, fish, oil, staves, shingles, timber, wood,
lumber, and liquor, and such other articles and things as are
usually the subjects of inspection and measurements, and for
measuring and gauging the said articles, or any of them, within the limits of S'!>id cities; and the same power may be exercised by the Inferior Court [now Ordinary] of every county
outside of the limits of such town, and within the limits of
such county: P1·ovided, such regulations be not inconsistent
with the following lJrovisions :
2. No person shall be -permitted to inspect, measure, or Appointees
gauge, except such as may be regularly appointed, under a pen- ~~Kt~bull inalty of five hundred dollars for every offence, one half to go to
the informer, and the othel' half to the incorporation or court
having the appointment of inspectors. Every person soappointed shall be required to take an oath or affirmation faith- oath and bond
fully to perform the duties of the office to the best of his skill of inspector8 •
and ability, and shall, moreover, give bond and security for the
faithful discharge of the duties thereof. All vacancies may
be filled by the appointing power.
3. In all seaport towns, where timber or lumber is brought Inspection and
for exportation or otherwise, the same shall be inspected and g:,eft~~£:~nt
measured, and bills for such measurement shall be made out
in superficial feet.

21
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Inspector shall 4. No lumber or timber inspector or measurer shall during
not be clerk,
'
et~ .. of lumber his term of office, be or become the clerk qr agent of any lummill
or buyer.
ber or timber buyer, or the clerk or agent of lumber mills, on
pain of forfeiture of his office on conviction, and fine or imprisonment, at the discretion of any court having jurisdiction.
Squaretimberd,
5. All square timber shall be measured as follows: The
how measure
length shall be counted from pin holes, and the size from the
middle of the stick, taking the smallest side and the face,
throwing off fractions, and allowing one half of the wainedge
on the side and face, and other flatted timber, usually known
, as saw or mill logs, shall be measured one third from the
smallest end.
Refuse timber 6. All sticks which are rotten, hollow, split or broken,
shall be declared refuse by the inspector, and the seller shall
only be allowed one half the measurement; but if the defect
be at or near the end, only so much as is defective shall be declared refuse.
Length
of
7. The hook to the dip-rod shall not be less than one inch
hook to dip
rod.
and three quarters long.
Rangingtim8. Ranging timber, scantling, and boards shall be deemed
ber, etc., when
l
d b
merchantable. merchantable only when they shall have square ec ges an
e
sound, and without decay; nevertheless, if any scantling or
board to be measured and inspected shall be split, decayed, or
fractured more than two feet and less than six feet from the
end thereof, such split, decayed 01.: fractured part shall be left
out and not counted in the measurement.
Length and
9. Heading shall be tw6 arid a half feet long, six inches
quality of
heading and broad, one inch thick on one edge, and not less than t.h ree
shingles.
quarters of an inch on the other edge, sot~nd, and free from
decay, worm or knot holes; shingles to be twenty-two inches
long, not less than three and a half inches wide, a half inch
thick at the thick end, not decayed, and free from worm or
.Jwot holes.
Pipe, hogs10. Pipe, hogshead, and barrel staves shall be considered
head and barmerchantable only when conditioned as follows: Pipe staves
rel staves,
when merto be at least fifty-four inches in length, three inches in
chantable.
breadth, and one inch thick on the thin edge, sound and free
from worm or knot holes; hogshead staves to be fifty-two
inch~s long, three inches broad, and not less than three quarters of an inch thick on the edges, sound and free from worm
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or knot holes; barrel staves to be two and a half feet long,
three inches wiue, and not less than three quarters of an inch
on their edges, sound and free from worm or knot holes.
11. If any inspector or measurer of timber shall
. fail, neg- Illegal
t10n or inspec•
meas]ect, or refnse to measure timber as is now prescnbed by law, urementorre•
.
f .d
fusal.
the said inspector or measurer shall be gm1ty o m1s emeanor,
a;d on conviction, be subject to a fine of five hundred dollars
and imprisonment in the common jail of the county for the
term of three months.
12. Every cord of firewood shall measure eiO'ht
feet in of
What
is a cord
o
firewood,
length, four in breadth, and four in height. Any person to etc.
whom such wood is offered for sale, who may suspect any deficiency, shall have the right to have the same measured and
corded by any sworn inspector or measurer of the place, and
in case of any deficiency appearing, the seller shall, besides
paying the fees of the inspector, make good the deficiency
without delay, or forfeit before any court having jurisdiction,
the sum of two dollars for every cord so. deficient; in .case of tor,
Feesofinspecby whom
no deficiency appearing, the fees of the Inspector or measurer paid.
shall be paid by the buyer. The corporate authorities of any Power of cor.
.
.
porate authortown or City may make such further regulatwns on this sub- ities, etc.
ject as to them shall appear proper to insure the objects of this
section.
13. §1570. No raftman or other person shall dispose, or at- P.enalty for
.
.
.
disposmg of
tempt to dispose of any dnfted timber or lumber taken up by drifting timhim within this State, on pain of paying not exceeding five ber.
hundred dollars for every such offence, to be recovered in any
court having jurisdiction of the same, one half of the penalty
to go to the informer, and the other half to the use of the
county wherein such offence may be committed, or the offender may be imprisoned not more than six months; but nothing
herein contained shall prevent the finder of drifted timber or
lumber from requiring and receiving from the owner reasonable compensation for delivering to the owner such drifted
timber or lumber.
14. §1571. Any person detected in purchasing drifted ~~~~:~~uJ;ift
timber or lumber as aforesaid, except from fn,ctors or timbered timber.
cutters, shall be liable on conviction, to pay a fine of fifty dollars for every offence, or to be imprisoned for a term not exceeding six months.
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15. §1572. No person shall ship, or put on board any ves·
from th'IS Stat e, any p1'tc]1, t ar, rosin,
· or
sel for exportatwn,
shipped.
turpentine, before the same is inspected and marked, provided
there be at the port of exportation a sworn inspec~or of such
articles, on pain of forfeiting one dollar for every barrel so
shipped, one half to go to the informer, and the other half to
the use of the town or place of exportation. The true contents and quality of every barrel of such articles must be
branded on the barrel.
Quality, etc.,
16. §1573. Every barrel of soft turpentine shall be form~~r~~I;entme, eel of good and sufficient staves, three quarters of an inch
thick, not exceeding five inches wide, not less than thirty nor
more than thirty-two inches long; the head not less than one
nor more than one and a half inch thick, and the barrel secured with twelve good hoops. If the turpentine be fraudulently mixed, it shall be condemned by the inspector and delivered to the owner.
Barrels of tur17. §1574. Each barrel of soft turpentine, after inspec~~~~~: how tion, if found in conformity to the foregoing provisions, shall
be branded or markeel by the inspector as follows : The pure
or virgin turpentine with the letter "V," the yellow clip "S,"
the hard "H."
.
·
Powers of cor18. §1575. The corporate authorities of any seaport town
porate
.1.'
•
t ors of rosin,
·
ities. author- may rnak e sueh f urth er regu1at'Ions 10r
1nspec
pitch, tar, and turpentine, ,~nd for tl:te discovery of fraud in
making and vending said ~r?cles, as to said authorities respectively, shall seem proper.
Pitch, tar, etc,
to
be inspected
before
it is

INSPECTION OF LIQUORS.
Inspectorsof
liquors, how
appointed.

Oath and duty

19. §1576. It shall be lawful for the several city ancl in· S
· t
corporated town authorities in this
tate, to e1ect or appom
an inspector of liquors, spirits and wines, and vinegar, within
their respective jurisdictions, and the Inferior [Ordinary]
Court of the several counties shall have the same authority
of appointment within the several counties out of the jurisdiction of the city authorities.
20. §1577. Such inspector, after being duly appointed as
aforesaid, and sworn by the Clerk of the Council, or Clerk of
the Inferior [OrdinaryJ Court, faithfully to discharge the duties of inspector, shall examine and inspect all liquors, spirits

l\fEASURERS, INSPECTORS AND WEIGHERS.

325

and wines, or vinegar, kept by any person within the jurisdiction of such inspector, for sale in any quantities; and if upon
such inspection, any such shall be found to contain any strychnine or other poisonous drug or drugs, or offensive matter injurious to health, by drinking or other use, such inspector shall
immediately give notice to the owner, who shall immediately
destroy the same in the presence of the inspector, or give bond
ancl security to return the same to the person from whom he
' purchased without the limits of this State.
21. §1578. Any person who shall sell, or offer to sell any Pe~alty for
.
k nowmg
. th e same t o be so ged
selling drug.
.
. 'ts, or vinegar,
l Iquor,
Wine,
or sp1n
liquors.
drugged, or after notice as aforesaid shall be given, shall be
indicted in the Superior Court of the county where such offence may be committed, and on conviction thereof, shall be
fined, for the first offence, one hundred dollars; for the second offence, two hundred dollars ; for the third offence, four
hundred dollars, and for the fourth offence, one thousand dollars, and in each case be imprisoned until such fine be paid.
22. §1579. If any person shall refuse, or in any way pre- Penalty for
vent such inspector from m~king such examination and in- :;:gB~~~n
spection, after a second demand made by such inspector, such
person shall, upon indictment and conviction thereof, be fined
and punished as in the immediately preceding section: Provided, the inspector shall make the second demand in the presence of a competent witness, and prove the same by said witness, on the trial.
23. §1580. Such inspector shall receive, unless other rates Fees.
are prescribed by the authorities appointing him, from the
owner of said liquor, wine, or spirits, or vinegar, for every ten
gallons so inspected, five cents; for twenty gallons, ten cents;
for forty gallons, fifteen cents; for eighty gallons, twenty cents;
for one hundred ancl sixty gallons, twenty-five cents; ancl at
the same rates and proportion upward for any number of gallons so inspected; ancl he shall, if required, give a receipt and
certificate therefor, and shall brand the barrels, kegs, or pipes
when the means are provided by the owners therefor ; and he
shall also receive one half of all fine moneys arising lmder
conviction, which shall by no means disqualify him from being a witness for the State in cases of prosecution under any
of the foregoing sections.
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24. §1581. If any person shall manufacture any drugged,
poisonous or other deleterious and offensive liquors, wine or
spirits, or vinegar, or adulterate any liquor, wine, or spirits, or
vinegar, with poisonous material, such person so offending,
shall be indicted in the Superior Court of the county where
the offence may be committed, for a misdemeanor, and on
conviction therefor, shall be fined and imprisoned in the common jail, at the discretion of the court.
Inspection
25. §1582. Such inspection shall be performed once a
monthly.
month, or whenever called on so to do by seller or buyer,
When by the latter, he pays the fees.
!:'Ifu.~~~~26. §1583. When an inspector is appointed in any city or
outinspection. town, and the notice given of such appointment, any vender·
of liquors, in any quantity, who shall offer the same for sale,
before or without inspection, or a bonafide effort to have the
same inspected, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction, shall be fined or imp_risoned, or both, at the discreti'on
of the court.
Penalty for
manufacturing drugged
liquors.

ORDINANUES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 15th March, 1827.

1. No person or persons whatso~ver, except those appointed
.
by Connell, shall measme salt, peas, corn, and other grains
.
'
when sold; mspect and measure boards, scantling, staves,
shingles, ranging timber, cypress logs, oak, and other timber,
cord and measure wood, or' ill$p¢ct or gauge liquors, under
the penalty of the sum not exceeding thirty dollars for each
offence.
Election of
2. At the first regular meeting of Council in January of
Measurers and
.
Inspectors.
eac h year, an d on suel1 oth er occaswns
as may be deemed necessary, there shall be appointed not exceeding eighteen measurers of lumber and inspectors of staves; not exceeding two
measurers of wood; not exceeding two inspectors and gaugers
of liquor~; not exceeding six weighers of cotton, rice, tobacco,
&c.; and not exceeding three measurers' of salt, peas, corn,
and other grain; -each of whom, before entering upon the
duties of his office, shall take and subscribe the following
Oatb,
oath: "I, A. B., do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may
be) that I will fa,ithfully and impartially discharge the duties

No person&to
measure, c.,
without alicense ; fine $30
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of the office to which I have been elected, according to the
ordinances of the city. So help me God."
3. No person so appointed a measurer of salt, peas, corn,
and other grain, or of wood, or a measurer and inspector of
lumber, staves, shingles, or other timber, shall be directly or
indirectly concerned in the sale thereof, as principal or agent,
and each inspector or measurer appointed by virtue thereof,
shall enter into bond in the name of the Mayor and Alder- Bondt500.
men of the City of Savannah, with one or more good and
sufficient securities, to be approved of by the Mayor, in the
sum of five hundred dollars each, for the faithful performance
of his duties.
4. That each measurer of wood shall receive a license, and Price of lifor the same pay to the City Treasurer the su~ of five dollars cense.
for the use of the city, and to the City Treallurer, for his fees, ~g~~rers ot
fifty cents, and to the Clerk of Council, for his fees, the sum
of one dollar. And each measurer of salt, peas, corn, and Measure;rs of
· sb a11 recerve
· a 1·1cense, an d 10r
'-' th e same pay the salt, gram, &c.
otb er grain,
City Treasurer the sum of five dollars for the use of the city,
and fifty cents for his fees, and one dollar for the fees of the
Clerk of Council. And each weigher of cotton, rice, tobacco, Weighers of
and hay, shall receive a license, and for the same pay to the cotton, &c.
City Treasurer the sum of ten dollars for the use of the city,
and fifty cents · for his fees, and to the Clerk of Council one
dollar for his fees. And each inspector and g::mger of liquors Inspector and
shall pay to the City Treasurer the sum of fifteen dollars for Gauger.
the use of the city, and fifty• cents for his fees, and to the
Clerk of Council, one dollar for his fees. And each license License how
shall be signed by the Mayor and attested by the Clerk, with signed.
the seal of the city thereon.
5. Every and each measurer and inspector of lumber, Penalty for
boards, scantling, staves, shingles, ranging timber, cypress $~lect, ~c.,
logs, oak, and other timber,. and every and each measurer and
inspector of firewood, and inspector and gauger of liquors,
measurers of salt, peas, corn, and other grain, weighers of
cotton, rice; tobacco, and bay, who shall be convicted before
the Police Court of a neglect or violation of his duties or the
p1·ovisious of this article, shall be fined in a sum not exceeding.. thirty dollars for every and each offence, one half of the
said fine for the use of the city, the other half to the informer,
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Or dismis~al.

and if deemed necessary by the said Mayor and Aldermen, be
dismissed from office.
No person
sell any lumber,. rangsell
lumber,to . 6. Any person
_ who shall hereafter
.
&c.,
without
mg
or
other
timber,
staves
or
shmgles,
for exportatiOn,
or
inspectwn, &c.
. .
wood, or cargoes of salt, or part of cargoes, or quantities exceecling one hundred bushels, (except when measured by the
officers of the customs,) cow-peas, or other grains, without
being first inspected and measured by the proper officer apFine $30.
pointed by Council, shall, upon conviction, be fined for such
offence in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars.
Persons t•efus- 7. Any person or persons who shall refuse or neglect to
ing,&c.,topay
•
•
•
the fees.
pay th e .c~ees wh'ICh sh all b e rl ue .c~or mspectmg,
gaugmg,
weighing, measuring or counting, or for the performance of
any other duty authorized by this article, shall, upon convicFiue $30.
tion, be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars for each
offence, and the property shall in all cases be liable to the
payment of the fees.
Mflasurer, &c., 8. Any measurer, inspector, weigher, or gauger, who shall
~;g'~~i~~-· &c., remove from the city, or be absent, or disabled from attending
fOl·fetts hisap- t o h'rs cl u t'Ies, sh all .c~or~ei
.c 't h'IS app01n
. t ment , an d Counci'l sh all
pointment.
How filled.
be at liberty to fill such vacancy at any regular meeting thereafter.
•
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10. Each measurer and inspector shall receive the follow- Fees.
ing fees as his compensa,tion, one half to be paid by the seller,
the other half by the purchaser, the labor necessaty for the
admeasurement and inspection of lumber will be furnished
by the factor or seller, viz.: for inspecting and culling oak
staves, seventy-five cents per thousand; for shingles, twenty
cents per thousand; for inspecting and measuring ranging
timber, twenty-five cents per thousand feet; for sawed lumber,
fifty cents per thousand feet.
•
11. Each measurer and inspector of lumber appointed in License.
the manner aforesaid, and after complying with the requirements of this article, shall receive a license and shall pay for
the same to the City Treasurer ten dollars for the city, and
fifty cents for his own fees, together with the sum of one
dollar to the Olerk.of Council for his fees.
12. All fees shall be paid by the seller or factor, he charg- Fees, how paid
ing half measurement and inspection to the buyer.
Ordinance 8th January, 1857.

13. No measurer or inspector of lumber and timber shall Personali.Jt.
.
spection,;l_~
inspect or measure any raft or other quantity of timber
-or
except by the personal inspection ancl measurement of such
measurer and inspector, and any sworn inspector who may be
called on to aid and assist him in such measurement and
inspection, and so to be certified under the hand of such f~w certified,
measurer and inspector in duplicate bills of inspection and
measurement, to be made out by such measurer and inspector,
one for the seller and the other for the purchaser.
14. Any measurer and mspector of lumber and timber who Penalty not
.
. sec t·1011, or sh allless
shall violate the proVIsions
of t h e £oregomg
nor than
more $20,
than
.mspec t or measure t'Imb er, excep t b y h'IS own personal mspec.
$SO.
tion and measurement, or who shall fail to certify such inspection and measurement as made personally by himself as aforesaid, of· who shall fail to render such bills certified as aforesaid
_ when requested by the parties, or either of them, shall, on
conviction before the Police Court, pay a fine of not less than
twenty dollars, and not to exceed
dismtfiissal
- fifty dollars, or be dismissed fror~o=
from office.

MEASURERS AND rNSPECTORS OF L UlfBER.

Ordinance 23d Ma).'ch, 1843.
18 llfeasurers,

9. The number of measurers and inspectors of lumber
appointed by Council shall riot exceed eighteen, and their
When elected, appointment shall be made annually, on the first meeting of
&c.
Council in January, or at any other time a vacancy shall
occur. They shall prQduce satisfactory evidence of their
moral character, fitness, and qualifications for the faithful
Nottodb~in- discharge of their duties, not to be interested in the profits
tereste In
profits,
though arising from the sale of lum1Jer to be inspected and measured
they maybe
clerks,
&c.,
for by them, though they may be employed
as clerks by the faafactors or sell.
ers.
tors or sellers, and each shall enter mto bond in the name of
Bond $500.
the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah, with one
or more good and sufficient securities approved by the Mayor
in the sum of five hundred dolhtrs each for the fa.ithful performance of hie .duties.
&c., of lumber

'

'
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MEASURERS OF CORN, SALT, ETC.

Ordinance 30th August, 1827.

~1~~ ~'i ~~~:

15. It shall be the duty of each and every City Measurer,
before entering on the duties of his office, to provide himself
. .
with two or more good, substantial measmes, of the following
~~~~~¥!~~n of description, viz.: each measure shall be an iron bound oaken .
tub, with an iron bar across the top, and an iron rod or post
united to the middle of ~id bar, and leading thence through
the centre of the bottom of the tub, and secured in such a
.manner as to prevent the cross-bar from binding or becoming
otherwise displaced, said measure to be of the capacity of one
half a bushel agreeably t9.- the city standard, and also be
inspected and branded by the Clerk of the Market,,as required
Shovels or
by
city ordinances. Each measurer shall likewise provide
scoops.
himself with one or more shovels or scoops of such size and
capacity that three times the full of a scoop shall be sufficient
to fill a half bushel tub.
Manner of
16. The manner of measuring corn, peas, and other grain,
measuring.
and of salt, in the city, shall be as follows, viz.: The measure
shall be placed on its bottom in a horizon.tal position, and the
measurer shall fill or cause the same to be filled, by means of
the above described scoop, and the contents made level and
even with the top of the measure, by gently clrawing a strickle
across the same.; and the measurer shall keep a correct account
of the quantity so measured, and if any measurer shall use or
cause to be used for the purpose of measuring any corn, peas,
or other grain, or salt, any measure different from the one
above described, or use the same in any other manner than
the one above described, shall, on conviction thereof, be fined
Fine $30.
in a sum not exceeding_thirty dollars for the first offence! and
for a second offence shall be dismissed from office.
Cargoes of
17.
All cargoes or parts of cargoes of corn, peas, or
other
corn, &c., to be
.
,
measured, &c. gram, and of salt (except 'when measured by the officers of
the customs), shall, when sold from on board, and at all times
fiom store, or elsewhere when required, be measured or caused
to be measured by a city measurer, for which he shall be
Fees of meas- entitled to receive the following compensation, viz.: For any
ttrer.
guantity not exceeding five hundred bushels, one cent and a
quarter of a cent per bushel, and for all quantities exceeding
salt, &c.

MEASURERS, INSPECTORS AND WEIGHERS.
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five hundred bushels, one cent per bushel, to be paid by the
seller, and no other measurement than that of a city measurer shall be deemed lawful, except when done by consent of
parties. And any person or persons refusing or neglecting to
comply with the provisions of this section of the ordinance,
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding thirty dollars.
Penhlty $30.
Ordinance 11th October, 1827.

18. That all salt (except when measured by the officers of Salt, corn, &c.,
when to be
the customs), corn, peas, and other grain, sold from on board measured.
of vessels in the port or City of Savannah, shall, in every case,
be measured by one of the inspectors and measmers ap1Jointed
by Council, and that the said articles when sold from store or
elsewhere shall be measured at the requisition of the purchasers.
Ordinance 28th October, 1847.

19. All corn, rye, barley, wheat, and oats bought and sold Weight
of
corn, rye, barwithin the City of Savannah shall be bought and sold under ley, and oats,
per bushel.
.
the following regulations, vrz. : Every bushel of corn shall
weigh fifty-six pounds; every bushel of rye, fifty-six pounds;
every bushel of barley, forty-eight pounds; every bushel of
wheat, sixty pounds; and every bushel of oats, thirty-two
pounds: P1·ovicled, that nothing herein contained shall be Proviso.
construed to make it unlawful for the purchaser and seller to
agree for the sale of the foregoing particularly described commodities by measurement, as heretofore, instead of by weight.
20. In the weighing of the above mentioned produce, the Weights.
weights now used and required by Council shall be used by
the seller or sellers.
21. Every person who shall sell corn, rye, barley, wheat, or Finefrom$5
oats contrary to the provisions of this article, shall, for each to $IO.
and every offence forfeit and pay a sum not less than five
dollars and not exceeding ten dollars, one half to be paid into
the city treasury, and the other half to the informer.
MEASURERS OF WOOD.

Ordinance 31st January, 1833.

22. All firewood shall be regularly inspected and measured Firewood
· d bYth e pure
. h aser when
to be&c.
by t h e measurers of woo d, wh enever requrre
measured,
or seller, and the said measurer shall be authorized to de-

•
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NUISANCES.

Fees.

mand and receive twelve and a half cents per cord, one half
of which amount to be paid by the seller of said wood, and
the other half by the purchaser. ,

STATUTES.

.......

WEIGHERS OF HAY.

Ordinance 21st March, 1866.

~r~e~?t:;.eir:~

23.

The fees of the weigher of hay shall hereafter be ten

d!~.ts per bun- cents for every bundle of hay, instead of six and a quarter

cents as formerly.
Two !lddition24. There shall be two additional weighers of hay' the
al weighers of
first election for whom shall take place at the next regular
bay.

meeting of Council, after the usual notice published by the
Clerk of Council.

ARTICLE

XLIII.

NUISANCES.
STATUTES.
1. Nuisances- public and private.16. Grist or Saw Mill, etc.
7. By whom application may be
3. Ma)(_be removed, and how.
made.
4. When in town or city.
8. Qurere, etc.
5. Notice.

2. What is a nuisance.

OR DIN AN CES.
1. Curing hides within corporate
limits.
2. Duty of Marshal to remove hides.
3. Appearing naked, etc.
4. Bathing in Savannah river, with·
in certain limits.
5. Swimming or bathing in canal,
within certain limits.

6. Fines, how collected.
7. Curing hides on lots on Mill st.,
etc., lawful ; but,
8. Subject to inspection, etc.
9. Gutter or spout conveying filth,
etc.
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Irwin's Revised Code.

1. §2946. Nuisances are either public or private. A pub- P!:!blic and.
private nm. nmsance
.
. one wh'1ch d amages all persons wh o come WI'th - sauces.
l lC
1s
in the sphere of its operations, though it may vary in its effects on individuals. A private nuisance is one limited in its
injurious effects to one or a few individuals. Generally, a •
public nuisance gives no right of action to any individual,
but must be abated by a process instituted in the name of the
State. A private nuisance gives a right of action to the person injured.
2. §2949. A nuisance is any thing that worketh hurt, in- What is a nuiconvenience, or damage to another; and the fact that the act sance.
done may otherwise be lawful, does not keep it from being a
nuisance. The inconvenience complained of must not be fanciful, or such as would affect only one fastidious taste, but it
must be such as would affect any ordinary reasonable man.
3. §4023. Any nuisance which tends to the immediate an- Mayberemov·c tl . . .
. .
.
l .
noyance of the Citizens
m
genera,
1s mam.tes
y lllJunous t o ed,andbow.
the public health and safety, or tends greatly to corrupt the
manners and morals of the people, may be abated and suppressed by the order of any two .or more Justices of the Peace
of the county, founded on the opinion of twelve freeholders
of the same county, who shall be summoned, sworn, and impanneled, for that purpose; which order shall be directed to
and served by the sheriff of the county, or his deputy.
4. §4024. If the nuisance complained of exists in a town When in town
or c1ty.
or city, under the government of a Mayor, Intendant, Aldermen, Wardens, or a Common Council, .or Commissioners, such
nuisance, by and with the advice of said Aldermen, Wardens,
Council, or Commissioners, may be abated and removed by
order of said Mayor, Intendant, or Commissioners; which order shall be directed to and executed by the sheriff or the marshal of said town or city, or their deputy.
5. §4025. Reasonable notice shall be given to the parties Notice.
interested of the time and place of the meeting of such justices and freeholders, or of such Mayor, Intendant, Aldermen,
Wardens, Council, or Commissioners.
6. [§4026, in regard to nuisance by "grist or saw mill or
other water machinery," etc., believed to be of little or no
practical use here.]
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By whom aP"
plication may
be made.

..

1. §4027. A public nuisance may-be aqated on the application of any citizen of the district~* and a ~i-vate nuisance
on the application of the party injured.
8. [§§40~8 and 4029 seem to have no special application
to the City of Savannah.]

Ordinance 20th August, 1857.
. 5. It shall not be lawful for any person to swl.m or bathe• Not lawful to
lll the Ogechee Canal, between the river and the second lock ~wim or bathe
f
.
m the canal.

rom the nver, at any hour after seven o'clock in the morning,
and before sunset, under the penalty of not exceeding fifty
dollars.
6. All fines and forfeitures incurred under this article, shall Fine~ how colbe collected and enforced in the manner pointed out by law, lec~d.
and one half of the money received from said fines or forfeitures shall be given to the informer, and the other half shall
go to the city.

ORDINANCES, AS AM.!ENDED.
Ordinance 2d August, 1839.

1. It shall not be lawful for any person to cure hides,
whether by means of salt, exposure to the sun, or otherwise,
within the corporate limits of the City of Savannah, and for
each violation of this section the offel}der sh~ll pay a fine not
Fine $30.
exceeding thirty dollars.
~'!.P;,g;e~~~e 2. It shall be the duty of the Marshal to require the rehides, etc.
moval of any bides, cured or not, which may be offensive, or
in the opinion of the Health Offi<Jer, injurious to the health
of the city, and should the owner, possessor, or claimant of
such hides neglect or refuse to remove the same within six
hours from the period of his or her being so required by the
Marshal, the removal shall then be made by the Marshal or
any member of the City Police, at the expense of the owner,
possessor, or claimant, who shall, in addition thereto, for each
Fine on owner and every such refusal or neo-lect be fined in a sum not ex-·
$50.
!:>
'
ceeding fifty dollars.
$50 fine forkapd3. If any person shall appear in any of the public streets~
pear1ngna e ,
....
etc., in the
lanes, squares, or docks in this city, in a state of nakedness,
streets.
.
.
.
or who shallm any manner whatsoever Wilfully make any m- •
decent and public exposure of p.is or her person, or of any
other person ; he or she may be arrested by the City Marshal,
or any person, and shall be fined for each and every such offence in a sum not exceeding fifty dollars.
Not lawful to
4. It shall not be lawful for anv person to swim or bathe
swim
bathe Ill
. th e nver
.
~ to say, f rom th e western
in the or
river
oppos1'te tb e CI't y, th at IS
gft~~site the side o~ West Broad street, to the western side of the ])astern
Wharf Company, at any hour after seven o'clock in tte mornPenalty $50. ing until sunset, under the penalty of not exceeding fifty dollars.

Not lawful to
cure hides.

* Has this clause any applicability to the authorities of Savannah?
Further as to nuisances, etc., see ~751 of the Code, in the first Article of
this compilation ; and appropriate heads in this volume.

335

Ordinance 4th May, 1854. •

7. It shall be lawful for any person to cure hidefr. ~hether Lawful to cure
bY means o.f saIt, exposure
. t o t h e sun, or otherwise,
. 'upon lots ta.in
hides on eerlots.
numbers tlhrty-four and thirty-five, Mill street, in the City of
Savannah, upon taking out a license and paying therefor annually the sum of twenty-five dollars.
8. The said lots, numbers thirty-four and thirty-five, Mill Subject to in~ti·eet, and the buildings thereupon, shall at all times be sub- ~ii'1~g~g.j
JeCt to the .inspection of the Committee on Health and Ceme- Comnnttee,
Cemet!lrY
tery, the City Marshal, the Mayor of the city, and the Health etc.
Officer; and in case either of said city officers or committee
shall at any time deem the curing of said hides to be offensive
then the hides so deemed offensive shall be removed by th~ offensive
owner
to be re. h' or occupant of the lots and buildings above described, hides
moved.
1~It m twenty-four hours from the time of receiving such notwe, under penalty of the sum of one hundred dollars, to be Penalty $lOO.
recovered by information before the Police Court, one half of
said fine to go to t.he city, the other half to the informer.
Ordinance 2d August, 1839.

9. It shall not be lawful for any person to put any gutter
or spout to convey filth from the kitchens into any street or
l ane of the City, and any person so offending, shall forfeit and
pay a sum not exceeding fifty dollars for each and every offence, and the said gutter or spout shall be forthwith removed.
0

,

Gutters to
kitchens;
fine
$50.
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ARTICLE

XLIV.

pARTY WALLS AND FENCES.
STATUTES.
1. Agreement between owners to 3. Part~ refusing to pay his propor·
tion may be compelled to do so.
build dividing wall shall operate
4.
Council to make rules, etc.
as covenant when recorded.
2. Owner desiring to build w a 11
must give twenty days notice to
adjoining owner.

ORDINANCES.
1. Before dividing wall is put up B. Dividing fence of brick or st.one
must be at least nine inches thick.
City Surveyor must certify, etc.
Work to b e superintended by 4 . In .case of dispute or difference
between parties, Council to de·
City Surveyor. His fees. . . .
cide.
Every
case
of
repair
of
d1v~dmg
.
2
feuce subject to ordinances m re· 5. Dividing fences of wood, posts
six inches square, etc.
gard to fire.

STATUTES.
State Law 13th December, 1866.

1

Whenever owners of adjoining lots or part lots of ~and

Agreement. to
•
h ll ·
·"t" o· agree to bmld da
be recorded; in the City of Savannah, s a , m wn 111 o'
shall
operate
.(!
th
li
'
ne
of
the
resrJective owners, an
as covenant.
arty wall or lence on e

io keep the same in repair, Sfticl owners ~ay record such ag{eement in the clerk's office of the Supenor Court of. ~hat am
count within the time and on the terms for recordmg cony of real estate. and such agreement, so recorded, shall
:pe~:,~t:e:s a covenu.nt' running with the Ian~, an_d shadll be
· owners,
. an d their
. respective
b' a·'
on the said
. . he1rs an as_m mg d the same effect shu.ll be given to a similar agreement
Same effect
s1ans, an
"
h ·eement
given t? agree- " C: the r·epairing only of a party wall or lEmce, sue agr
ment for re- lOI
. c1
pairing.
being properly .recorded, as aforesa1 .

'
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2. That wh enever the owner of a lot or part lot of land in 9wnterbde~ird
mg o m1
said city shall desire to put up a wall or fence on the line of mday givt~ 20
ays no ICe.
such lot or part lot, dividing it from an adjoining lot or part
lot, on the contiguous line of which there may be no wall or
fence, such owner so desiring to build, may give twenty days
notice to the adjoining owner, or his agent, of such desire to
build; and if such adjoining owner shall neglect or refuse to
join in the expenses of building and k eeping in repair such
wall or fence, then the IJarty giving said notice shall be en- Par.ty giving d
notice entitle
titled and is hereby authorized to put up and build such wall to build.
or fence of the usual thickness, and with the proper foundation, partly ·upon his own ground, and partly upon the adjoining ground, on application to and permission granted by
the City Council of Savannah; and, in this case, when the Adjoining
owner may
other owner is desirous of building or using such wall or use wan by
paying half
fence, he may use so much thereof as may be necessary by 1ts value.
,paying to the builder, or his heirs or assigns, one half of its
value, and then the two owners shall become joint owners of
said party wall or fence, and be equally bound for all necessary repairs. Such half value may be recovered by the builder,
his heirs or assigns, from the party so as aforesaid using the
said wall or fence after it shall have been built as aforesaid,
by action in any court of competent jurisdiction; and such
cause of action shall be a lien on such adjoining lot or part
lot until payment of said half value : PToviclecl, always, that Proviso.
nothing contained in this act shall be so construed as to authorize any person to put up, build, or erect any wall, fence
or other structure, in said city, contrary to a fire or other lawful ordinance of Savannah.
3. That in any case where there shall be a dividing fence Party refusing
· sa1c
. l · Cl.t y, wh lC
. h nuty reqmre
. portion.
to pay h1s probet ween t wo 1ot s or par t Iot s, 1n
repair, the party refusing to pay his just proportion of expenditure for any necessary repair made by the other party for
the benefit of both, may be compelled to pay such proportion
at the suit and on the recovery of such other party before any
court of competent jurisLliction: P?·oviclecl, it be shown on the Proviso.
trial that the said refusing party was duly notified of the necessity of such repair, and by himself or his agent, declined
to pay said proportion.

22

•·
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Council to
make rules,
etc.
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4. That the City Council of Savannah be authorized by
1
ordinance to make such further ru1e,s and r~ulations concerning dividing walls anCJ- fences, as are not in conflict with
this act, or with the Constitution or laws of this State; and
that all laws or parts of laws, so far as they militate' with this
act, be and the same are hereby repealed.
ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.

Ordinance 20th February, 1867.
;Before di':vid- t 1. Before any dividing wall or fence in the City of Savanmg wa 11 1spu
up City Sur- nah be put up or m·ected, and before the consent of the City
veyor must ·
.
.
.
certify, etc. Counml shall be obtamed to or for such puttmg up or erection, the City Surveyor shall be called in, and must certify to
Council that the proposed wall or fence will be of the usual
thickness, and in no respect contrary to any fire or other lawful ordinance of the City of Savannah, and the permission of
Council to such putting up or erection shall, in no case, be
Work to be granted except upon the condition that the work be superinsupenntended
.
.
by City Sur- tended by the sa1d City Surveyor, so far as to prevent the putveyor.
t'mg up or erec t'10n of any sue h wa11 or f'ence of an Improper
·
depth or thickness, or against any ordinance of the city, and
such condition shall set be forth in any application for such
Hisfees.
permiSSion. Said Surveyor's fees for such superintendence,
shall be the same as those now allowed for locating buildings
and fences; and persons .p utting up, or erecting, or causing to
be put up or erected, any wn,ll or fence contrary to this article, may be fined in a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars
for every day's such violation ; and shall, ,...
besides, be liable to
have such wall or fence pulled down at h1s or her expense on
the order of the Mayor, directed to the City Marshal for that
purpose. All fees payable to the City Surveyor under this
section, shall be paid to him by the party causing such wall or
fence to be built, and shall constitute a part of the value of
such wall or fence.
Every case of
2. Every case of repair of a dividing fence between two
;;rg~fe~fcgivi-lots or part lots, as mentioned in the third section of said act,
~y~~~~~~~~~~- shall be subject to the provisions of this and every other lawgard to fire. ful ordinance of said city, in reg·ard to fire and the duty of the
City Surveyor to inspect the work of repair and to see tha.t
the ordinances of the city are not violated, and his fees for

PARTY W A.LLS AND FENCES.
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superintending the work of repair; and in regard also to the
right of the city to punish any such violation of ordinance,
and to pull clown, at the expense of the party, as in said first
section mentioned, any wall or fence repaired oontrary to the
ordinance as aforesaid.
3. No party wall for a building of brick or stone on the di- Di:vidingfence
of brick
or be
VI·a·mg l'me of t wo 1ot s or part l ots, shall be less than fourteen stone
must
·me h es; an c1 no d'IVI·a·mg "'~ence of bnck
· or stone shall be of inches
atleastnine
thick.
less thickness than nine inches: P1·ovidecl, always, that in any
ca~e where the City Surveyor shall decide upon a greater thickness in respect to such wall or fence, the City Council shall
determine the case on petition and grant or refuse the application as in the judgment of Council may seem proper.
4. In any case of dispute or difference between the parties In cases of dis. t o tl1e b m'lcl'mg or repaumg
· · of any wall or fence under said pute
or dtfferas
ence council
.
f
th
't
th
t'
b
h
d
to
decide.
ac t or any orel mance o
e c1 y, e par Ies may e ear before Council, at the instance of either on five clays notice to
the opposite party; and the Clerk of Council shall issue subpcenas for all witnesses whose names may be furnished him by
either party, which subpcenas may be served by the City Marshal or any other person deputed by the Mayor for that purpose, and the decision of Council in the premises shall be final
between the parties as to all matters submitted to the discretion of Council by said act.
5. All dividing fences, if of wood, shall be built with posts Dividing
. .
.
fences of wood
SlX mches square, and Wlth boards-one half of the combine<l -posts six
.
k
f
h
"'
t
b
h
·
.
.
.
th IC ness o any sue ~ence o e on eac side of the chviclmg inches square.
line of each lot or part lot, and the expense of such fence
,shall be equally borne by the respective owners of such lots
or part lots : P1·ovided, always, that nothing in this article
contained shall be so construed as to prevent any owner or
owners of a lot or part lot of land from putting up a wall or
fence entirely on his or their own ground.
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•
for every such steerage or pauper passenger so landed as aforesaid, but such fine may be remitted on such master, captain
or commander either conveying such passenger or pauper back
to th'e port whence he Jame, or entering into bond, J;o be approved by the Mayor, that such passenger or other pauper
shall not become a charge to or on said city for the space of
at least twelve months from such landing, and on such master, captain or commander paying all costs of prosecution and
all expenses attending the enforcement of the order of the
Mayor in carrying out this article in every given case.

ARTICLE XLV.

PAUPERS.
STATUTE.
1. Paupers-powers of Miyor and Aldermen.
tinued.

Existing

o~inances

con·

ORDINANCE.
1. Masters, captains and commanders of vessels not to land persons like·

ly as paupers to become a charge, etc.

STATUTE.

Penalty.

ARTICLE XLVI.
/

Irwin's Revised Code.

§4 778. Said Mayor and Aldermen shall have full pow~~-~~n~nd Al- er and authority to pass all ordinances and make all such rules
and regulations as may, in their judgment, be proper to prevent the influx or immigration of paupers into said city; and
nothing in the general laws of the State shall ever be considered in derogation of the powers hereby conferred upon said city
authorities on said subjects; and any and every ordinance of
said city now existing in relation to the influx of paupers
therein, shall be considered as hereby confirmed.
Powers of

1.

PEDDLERS, ITINERANT TRADERS AND
P A vVNBROKERS.
STATUTE.
1. Peddlers and Itinerant Traders in Savannah.

ORDINANCES.
1. Drummers, runners, etc., solicit- 2. Peddlers not to occupy street,

ing trade ; license aud fee. Pedetc., with tables, etc.
dlers, itinerant traders ; license 3. Pawnbrokers, tax, etc.
aud fee.

ORDINANCE.
STATUTE.

Ordinance 21st November, 1860.
Masters of
1. Not lawful for any master, captain or commander of
vessels
land-li- any steam or sm·1·1ng vesse1 arnv1ng
· ·
· th e h arb or of Savaning
persons
1n
able
to
become
l
d
·
t
t
b
1
d
d
· · passengei·
a charge upon nah, to an , or perm1 o e an e , any st eemge
the city.
or other person likely as a pauper to become a charge on said

Penalty.

city, without permission from the Mayor or acting Mayor of
said city ; and that for a violation of the foregoing provision,
such master, captain or commander shall be liable on conviction before the Police Court, to a fine of twenty-five dollars

Irwin's Revised Code.

1. §4761. The said Mayor and Aldermen shall have the Peddlersand
.
itinerant tracontrol and regulation of all shops, taverns, stores, and bar- ders in Savanrooms within the corporate and jurisdictional limits of said nab.
city, and the regulation of tavern license, and licenses to retail liquors within the same; and also the power to regulate
the conduct of peddlers and itinerant traders within the same
limits, by taxation or otherwise.
* * * * *
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PILOTAGE.

PEDDLERS, ITINERANT TRADERS AND PAWNBROKERS.

'

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 22d December, 1870.

1. That any drummer, runner, or other person, who may
solicit trade for any non-resident merchant or person, or for
h'1mself, bmng
· a non-rest·aen t , mt
· h er on th e st ree t or In
· a warehouse, a wagon yard, passenger depot, or elsewhere in the City
r:gg;;~~ ~~a- of Savannah, and every peddler or itinerant trader, shall pay
ders.
a license fee of twenty-five dollars or more, for such time as
Licenses.
the Mayor may, in his discretion, direct or prescribe for such
Non-residents license; and the same rule shall appertain to every non-resiselling or offering to sell dent person selling, or offering to sell by sample; and for
by sample.
every violation of these, or any of these provisions, every such
Penalties. .
person so offending shall pay a fine of not more than one hundred dollars for every day's default, or be imprisoned for not
more than thirty days, or both, on conviction before the Police Court.
Drummers,
runners or solicitors of
trade.

•

PILOTAGE.
STATUTES.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Ordinance 29th October, 1857.
Peddlers
to
occupynot
With
tables, etc.,
the streets, etc.

Penalty $30.
Pawnbroker;
annual tax
$100.

2. It shall not lawful for any peddler or vender of goods'
wares or merchandise' as aforesaid ' to OCCU})Y with tables'
benches or stands of any kind, any part of the streets, lanes,
alleys, squares, or wharves, or to spread his, her or their wares
or merchandise on the ground for sale, under the penalty of
thirty dollars for each offence.
3. Each and every pawnbroker shall pay to the said Treasurer, annually, the sum .of one hundred dollars; each and
every pawnbroker who shall have paid to the said Treasurer
the said sum of one hundred dollars, shall be required to l)ay
the like sum at the end of the current year, for which the said
sum was paid, and annually thereafter, so long as he. or she
shall continue to carry on such bl;.siness, and each and every
person who shall commence the b'usiness of a pawnbroker on
or after the first day of January in every year, shall forthwith,
and annually thereafter, so long as he or she shall corrtinue to
carry on such business, pay to the said Treasurer the said sum
of one hundred dollars.
[And see tax or(].inl).nce of 22(]. December1 1870- Article

LXV),

ARTICLE XLVII.

'

17.
18.
19.
20.

Co~missioners, how appoi~ted. 21. Record of rules must be kept.
Their powers.
Pilot's oath and license.
His bond.
Forfeiture of license.
Commissioners' powers and duties.
License, non-user of.
Pilot's duty.
Master rejecting pilot.
Pilot bringing in vessel.
Pilot may have a substitute.
Notice to pilots.
Pilot 'must moor vessel.
His fees, payment of.
Carrying off or detaining pilot.
Fees of pilot boat in certain
cases.
Letters, delivery of.
Pilot's fees in special cases.
Pilots in default; penalty.
Damages to, by whom settled.

22. Subject to inspection.
23. Commissioners' office, where
kept.
24. Compel attendance of witnesses.
25. May punishdefaultingwitnesses.
26. Witnesses may be cited.
27. Subpcenas and interrogatories.
28. Fees for serving and executing.
29. A.ppeal, when allowed.
30. Testimony after appeal.
31. Fees, etc., how disposed of.
32. Pilots receive certificates, when.
33. Branch pilots, how appointed.
34 Penalty for discharging ballast,
etc.
35. Proceedings against master.
36. Pilot failing to give notice.
37. Incorporated towns, powers of.
38. Present Commissioners con ·
tinue.

ORDIN A.NCES.

\

1. Seven Commissioners of Pilot-

2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

7.
age; quorum. Their oath.
8.
Vacancies, how filled .
Six months absence vacates the 9.
seat.
Power to prescribe regulations
for pilots.
Council shall hereafter only fill
such vacancies as may from 10.
time to time occur.
Power of City Council to make
rules.

Permanent rules of the Commissioners of Pilotage.
Rates of pilotage.
Permanent rules shall be attacheel to pilot boats, and they shall
not engage without permission
m any business unconnected
wiLh their professional duties.
Additional rules.
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STATUTES.
Revised Code of Georgia.
Commi~sioners of Pilotage,
how appointed

1. §1510. The corporate authorities of Savannah Darien
'
'
Brunswick and St. Marys, shall have power respectively to appoint Commissioners of Pilotage, not exceeding'seven in number, for each place, of whom a majority shall be a quorum, as
follows, that is to say: The authorities of S:wannah for the
bar of Tybee and river Savannah, and the several bars and inlets north of Sapelo bar; the authorities of Darien for Sapelo
bar and river Altamaha, and for the several bars and inlets
south of Sapelo bar as far as St. Simon's bar; the authorities
of Brunswick for the bar of St. Simon's and Turtle river, and
the several bars and inlets north of the Grea Satilla river;
and the authorities of St. Marys for the bar of the Great Satilla river, the bar of St. Marys, and all bars and i:Q.lets petween the two. All vacancies shall be filled by such corporate
authorities 'respectively, in the Board of Commissioners in
which a vacancy shall occur, but no owner or part owner of a
pilot boat shall be allowed to act as Commissioner of Pilotage.
Power~ o.f
2. §1511. The said Commissioners are empowered to liCommission·
· ·
· d S tates, of
era
or Pilotage cense sueh persons, b emg
Citizens
of t h e U mte
good character, as they shall think most fit to act as pilots for
the conducting of vessels inward to, and outward from the
several ports for which they shall be licensed, during their
good behavior. Pilots already licensed for any of said ports,
shall continue to act until removed for cause. No person
other than a duly licensed pilot, shall be entitled to receive
any fee, gratuity, or reward, for conducting or piloting any
vessel inward to, or outward from, any of the ports or harbors
for which a pilot shall be licensed. Any person so acting
without authority,, or interfering or disturbing a licensed pilot in the way of his duty, may, on conviction, be fined and
imprisoned at the discretion of any court having jurisdiction;
but any person may assist a vessel in distress without a pilot
on board, if such person shall deliver up the vessel to the firstpilot who comes on boa.rd and offers to conduct it.
Pilot's license
3. §1512. The license to a pilot must be in the form of a
and oath.
certificate of his appointment, which must be signed by a

•

/

•
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~ajority of the Commissioners, or by their chairman, by their
direction, and each pilot, on receiving his license, shall take
and subscribe an oath in the following form :
"I, A. B., appointed pilot for the port and harbor of - - ,
do swear that I will faithfully and according to the best of
my ability, perform t11f duties of a, pilot in and for the said
port and harbtJ.· of---, and will, at all times, wind, weather
and health permitting, UJ'le my , best endeavors to repair on
board every vessel I shall see, and conceive to be bound for,
coming into, or going out of the said port and harbor, unless
I ani ' well assured there is some other licensed pilot on board
the same ; that I will, from time to time, make the best dispatch in my power to convey any vessel committed to my
charge coming into or going out of said port and harbor, and
will at all times well and truly observe, fulfill, and follow, to
the best of my skill and judgment, all such orders and directions as I m::ty receive from the Commissioners of Pilotage in
all matters and things relating to the duty of a pilot."
4. §1513. Before receiving his license, the pilot must Pilot's bond•
make and deliver to the Commissioners a bond, payable to the
Chairman of the Board, and his successors in office, in the
penal sum of two thousand dollars, with security, to be approved by the Commissioners, and with condition faithfully
to perform his duties as pilot, which bond shall be renewable
at the discretion of the Commissioners, with such security or
additional security as they may require.
5. §1514. The Commissioners may cleprive any pilot- of License of piJ>
. 1at'1on of feited.
lot, how forhis license for want of sk 1'llfu1ness, .tOr
a Wl'llfu1 VlO
his duties, or the orders or regulations of the Commissioners;
for negligently or carelessly losing or injuring any vessel in
his charge; or when laboring under mental derangement, or
when so addicted to habits of intoxication as to unfit him, in
their judgment, to be entrusted with the charge of a vessel;
but in every such case an appeal may be had, as is hereinafter
provided.
6. §1515. The Commissioners shall have power ' and it is ty
Power and d:Uof Comnnstheir duty' to prescribe rules and regulations for the govern- si.oners
as to
pilotage.
ment of pilots, and to prescribe the fees for their services, and
they may also impose such penalties for neglect of duty, not
inconsistent with this law, as they may think proper; but un-
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til altered by competent authority, the fees of pilots shall remain as now fixed by law.
Lkensefor7. §1516. Any pilot who fails to act as pilot for,.. three
fe1ted by nonuser and ab- months, or absents himself for ten days at any one time withsence.
. .
out l eave of the CommissiOners,
may be d eprived of his liAnd for pilot- cense · and any pilot who shall with knowledge of the arrest
mg vessels un'
'
der arrest.
of any vessel under civil process from any cour~ of record of
this State, conduct or pilot such vessel out of the port or harbor where such arrest is made, and while such vessel is in
charge of a civil officer, shall forfeit his license and be forever
disqualified from acting as pilot, besides forfeiting such sum
as a jury may assess for damages.
Duty of pilots.
8. §1517. Every pilot boat cruising or standing out to sea,
must offer the services of a pilot to the vessel nearest the bar,
unless a vessel more distant be in distress, under a penalty of
fifty dollars for each and every neglect or refusal, either to approach the nearest vessel, or to aiel her if required, or to aid
any vessel in sight, showing signals of distress; and the Commissioners, or a majority of them, may, for such neglect or
refusal, deprive the pilot of his license.
!'fast~r requir9. §1518.
Any person, master Ol' commander of a . ship or
mg pilot to pay
.
his expenses. vessel beanng toward any of the ports or harbors of this State,
except coasters in this State, and between the ports of this
State and those of South Carolina, and between the ports of
this State and those of Florida, and who refuses to receive a
pilot on board, shall be liable, on his arrival in such port in
this State, to pay the first pilot who may have offered his services outside the bar, and exhibited his license as a pilot, if
demanded by the master, the full rates of pilotage established
by law for such vessel.
~ot bringing
10. §1519. The pilot who brings a vessel into port, shall
m a vessel has
.
.
right to take have the exclus1ve nght to take her out, unless the master of
her out.
such vessel shall prove, to the satisfaction of the Commissioners, that such pilot misbehaved himself whilst in charge of the
vessel, or was, in the meantime, deprived of his license, or that
such pilot had obtained the inward pilotage against the right
of some other pilot first offering his services, and in any of
these cases another pilot may be employed.
Pilot may offer
11. §1520. Any pilot having the right to take a vessel out
substitute.
of port may attend in person, or procure another person out
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of the pilot boat to which he is attached to attend for him;
and if any master or owner of any vessel in port employ any !';~~;lmaster
other pilot to carry his vessel down the river, or .out to sea, ~~~~~~~J~~~
but the pilot who brought her in, or one belong41g to the
same boat, unless good and sufficient cause shall a1Jpear therefor, on due proof thereof befo;e the Commissioners, he shall
be liable to a fin!! not exceeding one hundred dollars, one half
to the pilot lawfully claiming the yilotage of the vessel; but
should such pilot neglect or refusA to attend and carry down ;';!ja;!lPi\ot
such vessel when ready for sea (wind, weather, and tide per-~<~,\~\~~~;.
mitting) ~hen thereunto required by the master, owner, or sel.
consignee, such pilot shall, on conviction thereof before the
Board of Commissioners, forfeit the upper pilotage of such
vessel, and be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred dol.
. on b oard sueh vessel w11en h e h as no Penalty
lars, and any p1lot
actmg
piloti_nf. for
withright, shall be liable to the same penalty, and shall, moreover, out ng t.
be liable to the pilot having the right for carrying the same
vessel out: P1·ovided, the Commissioners have no sufficient
evidence of the necessity of his acting.
Pilot to be no12• §1521 • The master of a vessel in reacliness to leave titled
of vesmust, if practicable, give notice to the pilot entitled to con- sel'sdeparture
duct the vessel out, of his intention to leave, or to some other
pilot belonging to the same boat : P1·ovided, such pilot be at
the place of departure of such vessel, or near thereto.
must
13 · §1522 · Every I:Jilot in any of the harbors aforesaid, Pilot
moor vesse1.
bringing any vessel to anchor in any of said harbors, shall
moor such vessel, or give proper directions for the mooring of
the same and the safe riding thereof, subject only to the legal
harbor regulations of each port.
14. §1523. A pilot bringing a vessel into port shall b.e e~- ~~~~fl~:r;~e
titled to his fees before her departure from port--to be pa1d m vessel leaves.
advance, or security given for the payment; and on failure
thereof he may refuse to carry the vessel out, and all fees for
pilotage may be demanded and recovered in any court having
jurisdiction, from the owner, master or consignee of the vessel; and if any licensed pilot shall ask or demand more fees
for his services than are specified in the rates of pilotage, on
due proof thereof before the Commissioners, he shall forfeit
double the amount of such vessel's pilotage.

•
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15 ·. §1524• Th e ownei,· maser
t 01• cons1gnee
·
of any vessel
detainmgpJ!ot carrymg off any pilot of such vessel, and against his oonsent,
to any port, either foreign or on the coast, shall be liable to
such pilot, in an action on the case~ for the payment of all
reasonable expenses, and for the further sum of not exceeding
three dollars a day, during the necessary absence of the pilot:
Provided, the carrying away of such pilot be not owing to any
default, misconduct or negligence on his part; and the master
of a vessel detaining a pilot on board his vessel, the wind and
w:eather permitting him to go to sea, shall be liable to pay such
p1lot three dollars a day for every day he is so detained.
~g:U~r~~:
16. §1525. When any pilot boat belongin()" to a different
~~~te\~ot from pilot than the one who may have conducted a v~ssel out to sea
takes such pilot off from such vessel, such pilot boat shall be
entitled to one third of the pilotage.
a!}f;~~f~;st;,~: 17. §1526. Whenever a vessel shall touch off the bar of
ters, etc.
Tybee for instructions, any pilot delivering on board such vessel any letters or orders, shall be allowed full bar or Cockspur
pilotage in and out.
~~~;·rn~e~fs~r 18. §1527. Any pilot belonging to any port in this State,
~~r\~ another meeting at sea with any vessel bound to another port within
the same, shall, if capable and thereunto required, take charge
of and pilot such vessel into such port, and shall be paid two
dollars per day for every d<ty such pilot may be on board such
vessel at sea, without the bars, over and above the usual rate
of pilotage, and no other pilot shall interfere while the former
is willing to continue his services.
of pi19. §1528. If any vessel whatsoever' or the cargo or freio-ht
lDetfahult
o, ow puno
ished.
thereof, shall receive any damage or miscarriage, or be lost,
through the negligence or default of any pilot, after such pilot takes charge of the same, and the claim exceeds one hundred dollars, the said pilot shall, in such case, on conviction
thereof before any court of record in this State, be obliged to
answer and make good to the sufferers, or the master of said
vessel, all and every the damages which he shall sustain
thereby.
Other cases of
20. §1529. All other cases of damage or difference that
damages to be
.
settled b;r
may anse or be made against any master or pilot for or conCom=sswn.
.
'
ers.
cm·mng the p1lotage of any vessel, or any other matter relative to the business or care of a pilot, in any of said harbors,
Penalty
for
carqringo~or

. ,,
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·shall be heard and determined by the Commissioners, oi' a majority of them, appointed for the care of the pilotage where
such damage or dispute shall arise, who, by their decree or order, shall lawfully decide and regulate every such damage or
difference, and who shall have power to enforce such decree or
order by execution or warrant of distress under their bands
and seals, or the bands and seals of any three of them, directed
to any sheriff or constable of the county where such execution
issues, commanding the sale of the offender's goods, or so
much thereof as shall be sufficient to satisfy such execution
or warrant, and all sales thereunder shall be conformable to
the laws of the State in other cases of sale; and such sheriff
or.constable shall be liable to be ruled before the Judge of the
Superior Court as in other cases, in term time or vacation, for
any default in duly executing such process, but in case of a
sentence or judgment for more tbau twenty dollars, an appeal
may be had, as is hereinafter provided.
21. §1530. The Commissi9ners shall preserve, in a neatly Commissionbound book, a record of all their acts, and of the rules and :r;e~o~-~ ofeep
regulations adopted by them for the direction and government rules, etc.
of the pilots; but in the City of Savannah such rules and
regulations shall not be operative until approved by the City
Council. They must designate one of their number as chairman and cause a record thereofto be made, and prescribe such
fees for the service of the pilots, and impose such fines and
penalties not inconsistent with the provisions of this chapter,
as they may deem expedient. They must also preserve upon
record a list of all persons appointed pilots by them, as well
as those by them suspended.
22. §1531. All persons interested ~hall have access to, and Fees of secrebe permitted to have, copies of the records; and copies there- tary.
of, certified by the chairman or secretary, shall be presumptive
evidence of the facts therein stated. The secretary of the
Commissioners shall have such salary or fees as the Commissioners may determine, and such salary or fees shall be paid
out of fines and forfeitures, or such other fund as shall be
under the control of the Commissioners.
23. §1532. The office of the Commissioners must be kept Office and recin some suitable place, of which the public shall have notice, ~~~i~~~~s~tc.
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and their books, papers and records may be kept in such office,
or in the office of any court of record in the county.
Commission24. §1533 When the attendance of any person shall be
ers may com·
pel attendance requirec1 as a witness before the Commissioners of Pilotage in
of Witnesses.
. . .
any matter or claim of which they shall have JUnsdlCtion, it
shall be the duty of the secretary, on application, to issue
summonses in the nature of subpoena, to be signed by him
and directed to the person whose attendance shall be required,
when such persons reside in the county where such matter or
claim may be depending. The summons shall express the
cause and the party at whose suit it shall be issued, and shall
be served on such witnesses at least twenty-four hours before
the meeting of the Commissioners to which it shall be returnable, and it shall be served by the messenger of such Commissioners, or a constable, and the return of such officer shall be
evidence of the service of the subpoena.
25. §1534. Any witness thus summoned, whose testimony
May punish
defaulting
shall
a1)pear to be material, and who shall fail to appear, may
witnesses.
be attached by the Commissioners, and the attachment shall
be directed to a sheriff or constable, and made returnable to
the next Superior or Inferior [Ordinary] Court of the county;
and such court may :fine such witness· in a sum not exceeding
one hundred dollars, unless a good excuse be made to the
Judge of said Court, but such witness shall nevertheless be
liable to action at the suit of the party injured by such nonattendance.
May cite wit26. §1535. When any witness may be a seaman or trannesses
to a.n- swnt
.
· ·
·
ewer interrogperson, th e CommiSSioners
may Issue
snbpoena t o sueh
atories.
witness by their secretary, requiring such witness to appear
at a time and place therein stated before any Justice of the
Peace, or of the Infei·ior [Ordinary J Court of the county, to
answer ·w ritten interrogatories to be propounded to him.
serviceofsub- 27. §1536. 'rhe subpoena must be served twenty-four
pcenas, etc.
hours before it is returnable, and notice for the same length
of time must be given to the ac1verse party, or attorney, agent
or consignee, of the time and place of putting such interrogatories. The officer taking the depositions shall seal up and
pro1)erly endorse and return such deposition, which I?-ay be
offered by consent or by order of the Commissioners, and shall
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stand in .the place of the oral examination of such witness
'
when his personal attendance cannot be procured.
28. §1537. The secretary's fees for each subpcina shall be Fees
forservmg subpcenas,
tweiity-five cents; for each attachment :fifty cents; for examin- etc.
ing a witness the Justice of the Peace shall receive one dollar; the sheriff or constable, for serving any subpoena, shall
receive twenty-five cents, and for executing and returning an
attachment to court, :fifty cents.
2-9. §1538. In any case where a pilot shall be suspended Appeal from
. h .
:6.
a·
' judgment of
or w ere a ne excee mg the sum of twenty dollars shall be Commissionimposed by auy judgment or decision of the Board of Com-ers, etc.
missioners, or where the license or warrant of a pilot shall be
revoked, then the person so fined or the pilot so suspended,
or whose license .or warrant shall be revoked, may petition the
Judge of the Superior Court of the County where such judgment or sentence may be made, setting forth, on oath, the
circumstances of the case, a copy of which petition shall be
served on the acting chairman or secretary of such Board at
least three days before the return of any rule thereon · and if
on reading such petition, the Judge shall think there 'is suffi-'
cient ground for the allowance of an appeal, he shall therein
direct an issue to be made up between such Commissioners
anc~ the appellant, which issue shall be tried by a special jury
as m other appeal cases, at the next term of the Superior
Court, unless good cause be shown for a continuance· and if
upon such tritLl, a verdict shall be rendered in favor' of the'
appellant, the said Judge shall make a rule remitting such
fine, or restoring the suspended pilot, or the pilot whose warrant or license may h:we been revoked as aforesaid.
30. §1530. In case of an appeal, as aforesaid, commissions commissionmay issue to take the depositions of any person not a resident ers
to take
trmouy,
etc.tesof the county, or whose oral testimony can not be conveniently had, as in other cases, before such Superior Court, but
~o such commis~ion shn1l issue but upon three days notlCe to the opposite party, by service of a copy of the interrogatories to be exhibited, as in other cases.
.31.. §1540. All fines and forfeitures collected by the Com- Fi nes an d formiSSIOners shall be applied toward I)ayment of the ordinary f~itures.
disposed how
of.
expenses of the Board, and the residue shall be expended by
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the Commissioners toward improving the navigation of the
port or harbor, where such fines and forfeitures are inflicted.
Pilots when to 32 §1541 No person shall receive a certificate to act as
rece1 ve certifi·
·
cate.
pilot until he shall have served two full years in a decked
boat, and 1ave given satisfactory evidence of character and
skill; and every certified pilot shall serve eightee11 months
before he shall be entitled to an increased authority; but, in
•
case of emergency, such additional pilots may be appointed as
the Mayor or other chief officer of the port may determine,
the foregoing restrictions to the contrary notwithstanding.
Branch pilots, 33. §1542. All branch pilots must be appointed by the
how appointed Commrsswners,
. .
· a b ranch ,
an d wh enever a vacancy occurs rn
the person who has served the longest time as an apprentice
must, if deemed competent by the Commissionei's, be appointed to the vacancy; but no person can hold a branch who
is not engaged in pilotage. Penalty for
34. §1543. If any master of a vessel or water craft of any
discharging
. t'wn, sh all th row, or perm1't t o b e th rown fr· om on b oar·d
ballast in har- d escnp
bor.
such vessel or water craft, into any of the waters of any bay
or harbor of this State, or within three miles of 'the outside
bar of any such bay or harbor, any stone, gravel, or other
ballast, he shall forfeit a sum not less than five hundred nor
more than two thousand dollars for any such offense, and may
be imprisoned not. exceeding three months, at the discretion
of the Court, one half of the forfeiture to be paid to any one
first giving 'information of the offense to the Comflissioners,
and the other half to the use of the Commissioners of f;aid
harbors respectively, for improvement of navigation.
Proceeding
35. §1544. Upon the Commissioners receiving satisfactory
for
violating
.
· th e preced'rng sect'10n, 1't
preceding
sec- ev1dence
of the offense speer'fi ed rn
tion.
shall be their duty to proceed to recover ~uch forfeiture by
process of attachment, in the name of the State, which may
be issued as other attachments, on the oath of the informer,
or of one of the Commissioners, and be levied on the vessel
from which the offense was committed. The vessel may be
replevied by the master, owner, or consignee, by giving bond,
payable to the State, in double the amount of the penalty,
with the condition to have the vessel forthcoming to satisfy
such judgment as may be rendered in the suit.

-
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36. §1545. It shall be duty of every pilot having knowl- Penalty
edge of the co'mmission of the offense specified in the two ~g:'~~~~~;J~ng
· as soon as practicable
.
prececl'mg sec t'IOns, · t o grve,
thereafter such offense.
inforn ation thereof to the Commissioners; and, failing to d~
so, Stich pilot shall be deprived of his license, and be thereafter forever disqualified for the office of pilot.
37. §1546. The City Council of Savannah shall have au- Incorporate
thority to prohibit, under proper penalties, the throwing or ~~~~tft'~be
depositing in the Savannah river and within the jurisdictional g~TI~~rf; ~iv
limits of said city, of any substance of any nature or kind igable waters.
which might, in any degree, lessen the depth of water in said
river, or any part thereof within said limits; and the same
authority is hereby vested in the corporate authorities of the
other towns respectively, as to navigable waters within their
respective jurisdictions.
38. §1547. The same Boards of Commissioners are hereby suits in the
authorized, in their own names, or in that of their Chairman ::.~fo~~r~.om
respectively, as such, to sue for and recover to their own use
and the improvement of navigation, any forfeiture which may
accrue under this chapter, which is not otherwise specifically
appropriated.
39. §1548. All existing appointments of Commissioners of Present comPilotage, and of officers under the same, as well as their rules ~~~~i~on:f!nd
a~d regul~tions not contrary to law at the time of the adop- good.
tron of tlus Code, shall continue good and valid in law, according to their nature and terms, until superseded by authority of this Code.
·

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 2d August, 1839.
1. The number of Commissioners of Pilotage for the port seven Comand harbor of Savannah shall be seven ' a maJ·• ority of whom m,l·ssioners
or
pt otage, quoshall compose a quorum for the transaction of business.
rum.
2. Whenever a vacancy shall occur in the said Board by Vacancies,
death, resignation or otherwise, it shall be the duty of Council how ttlled.
to fill the same by an election after ten clays notice in one or
more of the gazettes of the City of Savannah, and the person
thus elected, before he enters upon his duty as such Commissioner, shall take and subscribe the following oath or affirma23

354

PILOTAGE.

PILOTAGE.

Mayor in the Police Cotyt, or the Mayor and Aldermeli in
Council assembled, from inflicting such fines and penalties on
such Harbor Master for official delinquencies as may be authorized by law or ordinance, or to prevent the Mayor from
exercising the control of said Harbor Master in respect to
suspension from office or otherwise, as sn,id Mayor may exercise over o~er city officers, or to prevent the City Council
from at any tlmt> modifying, changing, or repealing this ordinance.

tion, to wit: "I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am a
citizen of the U nitecl States, and an inhabitant of the State
of Georgia, and that I will truly and faithfully discharge the
duty of a Commissioner of Pilotage without fear, favor or
affection. So help me pod."
.
Six monthsab3. Six months absence shall be considered to vacate the
~~~c;e;t~cates seat of a Commissioner of Pilotage, and Council shall proceed to fill the vacancv in the manner already designated.
4. The said Commissioners, or a regularly constituted quoPower to prescribe regularum thereof, shall have power- and authority to prescribe to
tions for pilots, &c. •
the several pilots of the bar and harbor of Savannah, and all
other persons, snch orders and regulations as the sai~ Commissioners may deem proper in reference to such subJects as
may fall within the jurisdiction of sn,id Commissioners: P1·ovidecl such orders and regulations are not repugnant to the
Proviso.
laws ~f the State or ordinances of the city, and that the said
Commissioners of Pilotage shn,ll exercise all the pomrs .ancl
privileges, and perform all the duties prescribed by the va:·w~s
statutes of the General Assembly of the State of Georgm, m
such case made and provided.
commissio.n5. AU ordinances or p~rts of ordi~ances directing the anf~sotrug~~~~ue nual e~tion of Commissioners of Pilotage, be and the same
are h ereby repealed, and the Commissioners of Pilot~ge now
in office sht1U continue as such without any new electiOn, ancl
Council shall h ereafter only fill such vticancies as may, fi:om
any cause, occur in said Commissioners of Pil~age from time
to ·tnne.

oath of commissioners.

PERMANENT RULES OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF.
PILOTAGE FOR THE PORT OF SAVANNAH.
/

Ordinance 19th Februa1·y, 1868.

6. That power is hereby given to the Commissioners of
~~1:~f~r"-¥~e Pilobge for the bar of Tybee and river Swannah to make
ggy,r~~~~or rules and regulations "for the government o( the Harbor MasMaster.
ter of Savannah, subject to the approval, revision, .atJ.d control
of the City Council of Savannah; and that, upon the adoption of such rules and regulations and the approval of Council the same shall be the rules and regulations for the gover~ment of said Harbor Master, under the direction of said
Commissioners of Pilotage, subject to revision and control by
said City Council : Ancl p?·oviclecl f~wthm·, that nothing in
this ordinanc'e contained shall be construed to prevent the

Commission:

I

RuLE 1. The master, own r, or consignee of any ship or
vessel requiring a pilot, shall give twenty-four hours notice
thereof in writing, in the book kept for that purpose, at the
place designated by the Commissioners of Pilotage. It shall,
however, be competent for any Commissioner of Pilotage to
direct forthwith any pilot not having any vessel in charge, to
go on board of any ship or vessel that may arrive in the river
without a pilot, or of any ship or vessel which, by any accident or contingency, may be destitute of a pilot to take her
to sea.
RuLE 2. No pilot shall be considered as having charge of
a vessel except for the time he is in actnal attend::mce on
board, or absent with the consent of the master or commanding officer; and it shall be the duty of every pilot coming on
board of a vessel to take charge as a pilot, to notify the master or commanding officer thereof, and to produce to the
master bis branch or certificate, with the rules; and every
pilot claiming a vessel on board of which a pilot is, is hereby
required to exhibit his commission, to enable the captain to
decide between them. And on his neglecting or refusing so
to do, shall, on conviction thereof before this Board, forfeit
any claim h e may have on said vessel for pilotage.
RuLE 3. Whenever a pilot is directed or required by the
master or commanding officer of any vessel he has in charge,
to bring to in any part of the river, to wait for a boat or other
transient pnrpose that has no relation to the trim of the vessel, or to her lading, the same shall be reckoned as detention
only, and compensation claimed under rule nine.
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RuLE 4. WHEREAS, great inconvenience and injury to the
commercial interest of this port have arisen from pilots absenting themselves on various pr~nces and for various purposes from their regular duties as pilots, and diverting their
boats and their own personal attention to objects unconnected
with their business as pilots, whereby the bar has been unprovided with pilots, and ships and vessels compelled to run
in without pilots, or subjected to detention without the bar:
Resolved the7·ej01·e, that from and after the publication of this
rule, any pilot who shall absent himself from the care, duty,
and vigilance of a pilot, by leaving the regular duties of the
bar and river for other objects of business or gain unconnected with his professional duties, without leave being first
obtained from the Board of Conimissioners, or the Chairman thereof, shall be deemed delinquent and amenable to the
penalties of the laws of this State. In case of sickness or
other unavoidable contingency whereby a pilot is compelled
to abandon, for a time, his situation as a pilot, he shall give
this Board the earliest notice thereof in his power.
RuLE 5. Two pilot boats shall (weather permitting) always
during the winter months, and on<J during the summer
months, be kept without the bar to watch the approach of
vessels and render them prompt assistance.
RuLE 6. No pilot shall receive from the Board of Commissioners of Pilotage a branch or certificate until he shall
have complied with the requisitions of the acts of the Generq.l Assembly of this State, as contained in the Code. ~
RuLE 7. The bar and Cockspnr pilotage is not to be demanded or paid until the vessel be boarded by a pilot without
the bar, but any pilot bringing a vess~ from sea to safe anchorage within the bar, shall receive the full bar and Cockspur pilotage.
RuLE 8. Whenever any ship or vessel shall touch off the
bar of Tybee for instructions, all pilots delivering on board
said ship or vessel any letters or orders shall be allowed full
bar or Cockspur pilotage, in and out.
RULE 9. For every day's detention of the pilot on board
any vessel to the leeward of the bar, four dollars and thirtytwo cents per clay after the first twenty-four hours: P1·ovicled,
such vessel was boarded to the leeward of the. bar, and not
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more than thirty miles from the bar; if boarded at a greater
distance, detention not to be paid until the vessel is within
that distance.
RuLE 10. For every day's detention of the pilot of any
vessel riding quarantine, four dollars and thirty-two cents per
day.
RULE 11. For every day's detention of the pilot of any
ship or vessel in town, or in the river, after twenty-four hours
notice being given by the captain of said vessel, four dollars
and thirty-two cents.
RuLE 12. The following rates are established for moving
vessels, for completing their loading and other purposes:
Drop from town to Five Fathom .................... $10.80
Drop from town to Four mile Point ................. 12.96
Drop from town tci Venus Point .................... 17.28
Drop from Venus Point to Tybee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.28
Detention per day.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.32
And all vessels bound up or down the riv~1• and detained
one tide to alter the trim of the vessel, to pay the pilot a drop
of seven dollars and fifty cents, but no detention for that day.
RuLE 13. All pilots bringing a vessel safe from sea, have
the preference of carrying said vessel up and down the river
and to sea again, provided they give their attendance two
hours before high water, and are duly qualified; and in case
any pilot shall wilfully neglect to make all the dispatch in
his power to get on board any vessel coming from sea, or
when more than one shall appear at the same time off the
bar, shall leave or neglect one vessel in order to get on board
another, he shall, on due proof thereof before the Commissioners, forfeit treble the amount ~f the pilotage of that vessel, and no pilot shall be entitled to demand the inward pilotage of any vessel until the outward pilotage of the same shall
be due, provided such vessel does not remain more than sixty
days in port after the discharge of her inward pilot; but
pilots may, in all cases, require security for the payment of
• the whole pilotage before the vessel proceeds to sea.
RuLE 14. Any master, owner, or consignee of any vessel
in the port who shall employ any other pilot to carry said
vessel down the river and to sea but the pilot who brought
the vessel in, or one belonging to the same boat, (unless good
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and sufficient cause shall appear for the contrary) shall pay
double the amount of said vessel's pilotage, half for the use
of the boat that brought said vessel from sea; and every pilot
acting on board any such vessel where he has no right, shall
be liable to the same penalty.
RULE 15. All pilots neglecting or refusing to attend any
vessel when thereunto required by the master, owner, or consignee of such vessel, (if not engaged with another) shall forfeit double the amount of such vessel's pilotage; nor shall
they leave a vessel on any pretence whatever after taking
charge thereof, without leave of the commanding officer of
such vessel, on pain of the like forfeiture, upon clue proof
thereof before the Board of Commissioners.
RuLE 16. This Board will recognize as Savannah and
Charleston packets, vessels which trade between the ports for
a season, and if generally in the trade, they will hereafter be
ent1tled to the exemption of Charleston packets, respecting
pilotage.
RuLE 17. Regular packets between this port and Charleston shall not be required to take a pilot from, Ol" pay pilotage
to, any pilot boat that speaks them to the northward of St.
Helena Head.
RULE 18. That h ereafter, in all cases where masters of
vessels follow a pilot boat in over the bar or up to the city in
cases where there is no pilot in the boat to board the vessel,
said boat shall be entitled to half pilotage of said vessel ; and
' also in cases of one vessel following another which has a pilot
on board, if said pilot shortens sail or in other matters so conducts his vessel as to be a guide to the following vessel, then
such pilot shall be entitled to half pilotage of such vessel so
advantaged.
• RULE 19. All complaints macle to the Board of Pilotage
by pilots, masters, owners, or consignees of vessels, shall
specify the cause of complaint, and when parties are summoned before this Board as principal, the cause shall be specified in such summons.
RULE 20. All case\ submitted and not determined upon
' at the first or second regular meeting after being docketed,
shall be finally cleciclecl upon at the third regular meeting of
the Board, unles!l ftn-ther continued by consent of parties.

.RULE 21. Notice shall be given by all the pilots to this
Board, of apprentices bound to them to learn the business of
a pilot. No apprentice shall receive a certificate until he has
served four years in a decked boat, and reached the age of
eighteen years. If satisfactory evidence of character and
competency to the duty of conducting a vessel safely from
sea to the wharves of the city are then produced, such apprentice shall be entitled to a nine feet certificate.
RuLE 22. Every certificate pilot shall serve eighteen
months under each certificate before h e shall be entitled to an
increased authority. He shall give one month's notice to this
Board of his intention to make application for promotion,
naming his securities. No p~tition for promotion shall be
presented to this Board until the eighteen months ha-ve expired.
RuLE 23. Every pilot, when he has brought any ship or
vessel to anchor in the harbor, shall and is hereby directed
and required to moor such ship or vessel, or to give proper
direction for the mooring of the same, ancl for their safe riding
at such mooring.
RuLE 24. It shall be the duty of pilots during the two
hours before high water, which attendance is required by law,
to go on board vessels ready for sea, and assist in unmooring
ancl preparing for sea, whether from the wharf or otherwi~e,
and to get the vessel under way at any time when the master
may so desire, and also to take vessels ready for sea from any
of the sar mills as far up the river as far as Giles & Co.'s
mill, without extra pay. P1·ovided, that the pilots be h eld
harmless from all damages, until the vessel is in the stream.
RULE 25. Every licensed pilot shall be attached to a pilotboat. No pilot shall remain unattached for more than thirty
days without permission from the Commissioners. Any pilot
neglecting or refusing to join a pilot-boat within ten days
after clue notice shall have been given him to join a boat,
shall, unless satisfactory reasons are given for the non-compliance of the order, be fined the sum of ten dollars, or be suspended for such time as the Commissioners shall deem proper,
or have their licenses revoked, at the option ·of the Commi~sioners.
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RULE 26. No pilot sh all, by any unfair means, or by a reduced rate, take a vessel fro m another pilot, and in case of
his so doing, sh all forfeit t o th e pilot clisplaced th e full amount
of th e pilotage.
RuLE 27. All matters in relation to apprentices sh all be
left to the Commissioners, both as to t heir number, t ime of
servi ce, &c., &c.
RuLE 28. All vessels bound to Cockspur Island as their
ultimate place of discharge, shall pay to the pilot bringing in
such vessel, bar and Cockspur pilotage, and such pilot shall
be en titled to the privilege of taking the said vessel t o sea,
providecl h e gives his attendan ce two hours before high water,
after receiving t wenty-four hours notice, eith er written or
verbal, of said intention on the part of the mast er.
RuLE 29. All vessels bound to Savannah, and which sh all
stop at Cockspur I sland for th e purpose of disch arging part
of th eir cargo, shall pay to the pilot bringing them in, full
bar and river pilotage, together with a drop of eight dollars.
Ru LE 30. If a vessel bound direct to Cock spur, wh ere
h er voyage t erminated, sh all afterwards proceed to Savannah,
in addition to bar and Cockspur pilotage, th e pilot in ch arge
of said vessel shall be entitled t o demand bar and river pilotage up, provided said vessel draws over seven feet wat er. In
case of h er drawing seyen feet or under, h e shall be entitled
only to river l)ilotage up.
RuLE 31. The stores of Messrs. Claghorn & Cunningh am,
and Van ness & Pritchard, are designated by t his Board as
places where books shall h ereafter be k ept (as ordered by the
first rule of the Board), wh erein masters of vessels, owners or
consignees of any ship or vessel requiring a pilot, sh all giye
twenty-four hours notice thereof in writing. Any of said
persons requiring a pilot, may give notice at either place, and
it shall be the duty of pilots to examine the books at both of
said places.
Revisect March, 1866.
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8.

RATES OF PILOTAGE FOR TYBEE BAR AND
RIVER SAVANNAH.

As revised by the Commissioners of Pilotage for the Po1·t of
Savannah, Feb?'ttrtry 7th, 1866, aclcling fifty pe1· cent. to the
forme?· 1·ates.
Draf t
Feet .

Ba:r Pilotage and t o
Cockepur.

- - --- -- -

u.s.v.

- - - - --

•

I

6 $12 09
7 13 50
8 14 79
9 18 26
10 20 52
11 23 97
12 28 95
12~ 31 97
13 35 21
1 3~ 38 55
14 39 86
1~ . 42 23
15 46 01
15t 48 60
16 51 30
16~ 154 00
17 58 22
17~ 61 02
18 64 05
1St 67 17
19 71 72
19t 74 96
20 78 30

Foreig n.

From Cockspu r to
Savaunab.

- - --

u.s. v.

----

$18
20
22
27
30
35
43
47
52
57
59
63
69
72
76
81
87
91
96
100
107
112
117

Foreign .

Total Amount.

u. s. v.

-- - -

Draf t
Feet.

Forejgn .

15 $ ' / 35 $11 01 $19 44 $29 16
8 10 12 15 21 60 32 40
25
8 97 13 44 23 76 35 64
20
38 11 04 16 56 29 30 43 94
78 12 42 18 63 32 94 49 41
97 14 37 21 54 38 34 57 51
41 17 49 26 25 46 44 69 66
96 19 34 29 00 51 31 76 96
81 21 23 31 83 56 44 84 64
84 23 28 34 91 61 83 92 75
77 23 87 35 81 63 73 95 58
35 25 32 38 00 67 55 101 35
02 27 71 41 55 73 72 110 57
90 29 22 43 83 77 82 116 73
95 30 78 46 17 82 08 123 12
00 32 46 48 69 86 46 129 68
32 34 94 52 40 93 16 139 72
53 36 72 55 08 97 74 146 61
06 38 55 57 84 102 60 153 90
77 40 34 60 51 107 51 161 28
03 43 04 64 55 114 76 171 58
97 44 99 67 48 119 95 180 45
45 46 98 70 47 125 28 187 93

--

6
7
8
9
10
11
12
12t
13
13t
14
1~

15
15t
16
16t
17
17t
18
1St
19
19t
20

All national armed vessels $7 50 per foo t, inward and outward.
Drop t o or from F ive Fathom ..... . ............... $10 80
Drop to or fro m F our Mile P oint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 96
Drop t o fro m Venus Point . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 28
Drot: t o or fro m Tybee t o Venus Point . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 28
D etention per ooy .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 32

•
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TO PI'rOTS.

THURSDA.Y, November 21, 1867.
The permanent rules of the Commissioners of Pilotage require that all licensed pilots shall be att::tched to a pilot boat,
and that they shall not engage in any business unconnected
with their professional duties, without permission from the
Commissioners. From and after the tenth cby of December
next, pilots violating either of these rules, will, on proof, render themselves liable to a fine or suspension.
WEDNESDA.Y, January 27, 1869.
10. The following additional rules, on motion, were
adopted:
,
No vessel shall be used as a pilot boat, except by the authority and under the inspection of the Commissioners of Pilotage.
Said vessel must be able to go to sea at all reasonable times;
and •must be numbered, and carry its number ort the sails.
No pilot shall hereafter abseu t himself from this port, or
attach himself to any steamer, without the written permission
of the Commissioners, to be obtained on petition in writing.
Said petition shall certify that he has complied with all the
rules of the Commissioners, and also mention the name of the
steamer which be desires to join.
•
MoNDA.Y, April12, 1869.
Ordered, that no pilot who has the privilege of acting as a ,
pilot on board an ocean or coastwise steamer, shall be allowed
to leave lfl!s steamer coming into or going out of said port, to
board a vessel, except .. in cases of urgent necessity, nor shall
he use a steam tug for the purpose of boarding vessels, unless
from the same necessity.
A pilot in a pilot boat or tender, makin·g for a vessel, must
always have the precedence over a pilot in a steamer, even
though the latter should reach the vessel first.
Pilots who have discharged their duty in conducting sailing
vessels outside of the bar, shall ha; e an equal right .with ot~r
pilots to board vessels coming in, ·provided they are first on
board.
,
Adopted in Council, May 12, 1869.

(~)

EDWARD C. ANDERSON, Mayor.

Attest: J A.S. STEW A.RT, Clerk Council.
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STATUTES.
1. Power of courts in punishing 4. Corporate and Police Courts,
how affected by the Code of
contempts.
Georgia.
2. Po ]ice Court a Court of Record.
3. Officers of court ; their fees.

1.

'

XLVIII.

2.
3.

4.

5.
6.

7.
8.
9.

10.

ORDINANCES.
Police Court daily in the Ex· 11. Half fines payable to informers.
change or at Barracks at 10 12. One half of the fine where the
informer is a member of the po·
o'clock, or such hour as the
officer may think proper.
lice shall be paid to such in·
Appeal on payment of fines and
former.
cost ~ .
13. All fines imposed on policemen
Disorderly conduct on Satur·
shall be paid over to the Chief
day night or on the Sabbath.
of Police to be used as a fund
Record of proceedings, and
for defraying small daily expen·
Council may remit punishment
ses at Barracks.
in whole or in part.
14. Informer fined $5 for not at·
Information Docket.
tending Police Court.
Duty of Marshal or City police· 15. Subprenas issued by Clerk and
man to summon persons, &c.
served by Marshal. Fine of witFines, how collected.
ness for not attending, $5.
Mayor's duty.
16. Punishment by imprisonment
Mayor to take bonds for ap·
may be with labor in a work
pearauce before Council.
house, Tread Mill, &c., and sec·
Neglect to give bonds, &c., jail. 1 tion 4767 of the Code adopted.
STATUTES.

Irwin's Revised Code.
1. §4614. The power of the several courts of law and Power ~f
. th'IS Sta t e, t o Issue
.
courtsmpuneqnl•ty 1n
att ac h men t s, an d.1nfl."lC t sum- ishing
conmary punishments for contempts of courts, shall not extend tempts.
to any cases except the misbehavior of any person or persons
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in the presence of the said courts, or so near thereto as to obstruct the administration of justice; the misbehavior of any
of the officers of said comts in their official transactions, and
the disobedience or resistance by any officer of said courts,
party, juror, witness, or any other person or persons to any
lawful writ, process, order, rule, decree, or command of the
said courts.
5g~ ~t~~c~
2. §4779. Tlte Police Court of said city is hereby conord.
tinned a Court of Record, and the :Th'In.yor or acting Mayor is
hereby authorized to preside in said court, and to }10ld sessions
thei~of as often as to him may appear to be necessary. Said
Sessions and court shall have cognizance of all offenses against the ordijurisdiction.
nances of said city and the laws of this State touching said
city, with power to inflict the proper punishment by tne and
imprisonment, or other penalty presmj bed by such laws and
ordinances from time to time, and to enforce the same by
mittimus, directed to the Marshal of said city or any lawful
Constable thereof, and to the jailer of Chatham County when
necessary; and said court shall have power to commit to jail
any and all person and persons who may disturb said court
during its sittings, or who may, in any manner, be in con!~~~~r~d~ tempt of its lawful authority; but an appeal may be entered
or taken from any judgment or decision of said court (except
a commitment for cont)lllpt,) to the Mayor ,!Lnd Aldermen of
said city, in Council assembled, all costs being first paid ancl
bond given to abide the decision of said Council, and no cerCertitordari h
tiorari shall ever be allowed or granted until such ill entered
grane,wen
and the same is heard and determined by Council ; and on th~
confirmation by Council of the decision or judgment of said
Police Court, in whole or in part, no certiorari shall be
allowed until the fine inflicted or confirmed by Council, and
all costs, shall be paid into the treasury of said city.
qmoersof Po3. §4780. The Clerk of Council, the Marshal of said city,
licP.
Court
may ancl th e offi cers ancl memb ers of tl1e po1·ICe of sa1·a mty,
· wh o
collect
costs.
are hereby declareu to be ex officio Constables of said city,
shall be officers of said Police Court; and they are hereby
authorized to demand and receive for services rendered or
duties performed in said court, such fees and costs for themselves, to be collected out of the defendants, as may be established by ordinance of said city.
41
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4. §514. The organization of the various corporate and Corporate
and
Police Courts,
police courts of this State and the laws relative thereto, are how affected
undisturbed by the a,doption of this Code, unless additional by tllis Code.
concurrent or exclusive jurisdiction or cumulative remedies
are conferred by it upon them or other courts, or other magistracy, and then they are altered only to that extent.

,
•

•

•

ORDINANCES, AS .AMENDED .

Ordinance 8th December, 1838.

1. The Mayor of the City of Savannah, and in case of his Police Court
.
.
m Exchange
absence or siCkness, the Chauman of the Board of Aldermen, or at Barracks.
and in the absence of both, the Chairman p1·o tempo1·e of such
Board, be and is hereby authorized and required to hold a
Court at the Mayor's office or Council room in the Exchange,
or at the Police Barracks in said city, at the discretion of
such officer, every day at 10 o'clock in the morning, or such
other hour as such officer may deem proper (Sundays excepted), for the purpose of hearing all complaints against
riotous and disorderly persons and others violating the ordinances of said city, and determining the same in a summary
manner.
2. Any person fined under this article by the Mayor or Appeal.
Chairman shall have the right, on payment of fines and costs,
to appeal to Council, and Council shall hear and determine
such appeal.
3. When any person is arrested under any ordinance of Disorderly on
the city for riotous or disorderly conduct on a Sahuday night ~i~~ay
or on the Sabbath day, such person shall, on default of bail,
be committed to jail until the following Monday morning,
when he shall be brought for trial before the Police Court.
4. A record of the proceedings of the said Police Court Recf'!rd of proshall be kept by the Clerk of Council and submitted to the ceedings.
Council at every regular meeting, and it shall be in the power
of Council to remit any fine or sentence in part or in whole,
which may be imposed in said court.
5. The Mayor or Chairman shall have jurisdiction for Information
.
.
h
d'
docket.
offenses or vwlatwns of any of t e or mances of the city by
any person or persons whomsoever, and he may inflict or impose such penalty on such offender or offenders as the ordi-
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nance ;iolated or. offended ~gainst
such person or persons,
~f/;~~ ggs\s. authonzes: Promded, that m •ll cases where fines or penalties
are imposed by the Mayor, the parties shall have the right to
appeal to Council upon the payment of all costs.
~';~~~ ~~~
6. It shall be the duty of the Marshal or any city policePolicemenperto man, on receiving the order of the lVIayor or Chairmatt' to
summons
sons, &c.
summons before the Mayor or Chairman during the hours
prescribed for holcling his court, all person or'fJm·sons offending against the ordinances of the city.
•
Fines,
how
col7.
All
fines
imposed
by
the
Mayor
shall
be
collected
in
the
}~~
.
same manner as if they were imposed by Council.
Mayor's duty.
8. It is the duty of the Mayor, and it is hereby required
of him, to superintend the general police of the city, to have
an eye on the officers of the city, and others in the employment of the city, to see that they perform the duties required
of them by the ordinances of the city, and to report to Council all violations or neglect of duty.
1

Ordinance 4th January, 1847.
Mayor to take 9 Th M
.
.
bonds, &c., for
·
e ayor or actmg Mayor of the C1ty of Savannah
appearance
h
ll
h
d
.
h
·
.
.
before councils a
ave power, an IS ereby expressly authonzed,
to bmd
over and take recognizance in such sum and with such security or securities as he may deem adequate adld necessary, all
and every person or persons who may be brought up before
the said Mayor in the Police Court of the city, charged with
any inf1·action, violation of, or offence against any of the orclinances of the said City of Savannah, and ,,hose trial and
punishment for said offences may by la"¢ require the co-opera
tion of the said Mayor and Aldermen or a majority of them,
or when the punishment adjudged by the said Mayor in said
Police Court requires by law to be confirmed by the Board of
Aldermen in Council assembled, for the appearanr.e of such
person or persons so offending and charged before the Mayor
and Aldermen of the City of Savannah in Council assembled,
at the next meeting of Council regularly to be held thereafter.
Neglectto,;pve
bond,
&c., Jail. 10. In . case of the neglect or refusal of any person or persons to g1ve the recognizance authorized in the foregoing ·
section, when the same shall be required, the said Mayor is
hereby authorized and empowered to commit such person or
persons so neglecting or refusing to give such recognizance so
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required, to the common jail of the County of Chatham,
until the next regular meeting of Council.
Ordinance 5th March, 1857.
11. That all fines imposed at the Police Courts, when HalffiJ?espay. an d lllLOrmer,
. .c
pal.d, sh all b e a·lVl·aedb etween t h e City
one h alf abletomformers.
to each.
Ordinance 29th November, 1865.
12. One half of the fine imposed in the Police Court, when Half fine to
the informer or person making the arrest shall be a member policeman.
of the City Police, shall be paid to such informer or person
making the arrest, as the case may be.
13. All fines imposed upon policemen for neglect or dere- Fines on poliction of duty shall be paid over to the Chief of Police, to !icemen.
be by him used as a police fund for defraying the small daily
expenses incurred at the Police Barracks, and for the expenditure of which he shall make monthly statements to the
Mayor.
Ordinance 30th May, 1808.
14. When any information is laid before Council or the Informerftned
. t any person or persons, 1.t sh all b e th e d u t y of $5
for not PoCl erk agams
attending
the informer or informers to attend Council and give testi- lice Court.
mony bn such information or informations, and in case of
his, her, or their neglecting to attend and give testimony,
such informer or informers shall be fined in a sum not exceeding five dollars, unless excused by Council for some good and
sufficient cause. The above provisions and penalties shall be
held to extend, so as to compel the attendance of informers
and witnesses before the Police Court.
15. In all informations laid before Council, or in cases be- Subpama isfore the Police Court, it shall be the duty of the Clerk to ~~~ds~~v<;£r£<Y
issue, and of the Marshal or a policeman to serve subpcenas Marshal.
on such witness or witnesses, as may be material to the trial
of said information, requiring such witness or witnesses to
appear and give testimony before Council on the information
stated in such subpcenas, and such witness or witnesses being Witnesses
duly summoned and not attending, shall be fined in any sum ~~~~a~~e~~
not exceeding five dollars, unless excused by Council, for some ance.
good and sufficient cause.

I
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fPuni~hment;
or VlO!atwn

16. In every case of violation of any part of this City
of ordinances. Code, or of any ordinance of the City of Savannah, where
the punishment 1s in whole or in part by imprisonment, such
imprisonment may be with labor in a workhouse or treadmill,
or on the public streets, squares, or lanes, as prescribed in section 4767 of the Code (Irwin's) of Georgia; and section 4767
of said Code is also hereby expressly adopted for the purposes
therein stated.

•'
•
'

•I

.
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27. Watch to mean police.
28. Central Rail Road authorized to
appoint watchmen, who shall
be subject to the rules governing City Police.
29. Gulf Rail Road authorized, &c.
30. Mayor authorized to furnish officers and privates with uniform.
31. Jail guard.
32. Mayor authorized to make conditions with privates as to resignations.
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33. Mayor authorized to appoint de·
tective force.
34. Election of Chief of Detective
Force.
35. Rules and regulations for the
police of the city.
36. Instructions to officers.
37. Arrests.
38. Felonies.
39. Power to prevent Felonies.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 5th January, 1860.

ARTICLE

XLIX .

POLICE AND WATCH.
ORDINANCES.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

11.
12.
13.
14.

City watch discontinued.
Police force, 56 men.
Extra force of five watchmen.
Police officers.
Their salaries.
City to furnish certain horses,
and keep all the police horses.
Ten supernumeraries to be appointed by the Mayor.
Health officer to give medical
aid to policemen.
Election of officers.
Policeman must be a citizen able
to read and write, and to hold
no other office.
Oath, bond of officers, and privates.
Police force ex officio Constables of the city.
Control of Chief of Police.
Chief of Police to dispose force
to best advantage:

15. Watchmen stationed in Exchange steeple.
16. Chief shall have charge of arms.
17. Must preserve property of city
pertaining to police, &c.
18. Officers to assist Chief, &c.
19. Privates to report regul~rly for
duty.
20. Duties of watchman in the
steeple.
21. Sentinels to report to officer in
charge.
22. Any person committed to station may be released on bond.
23. Member of Police. receiving
bribe, how dealt with; other offenses, how punished.
24. Mayo'i.· to have general superintendence of police.
25. Opposing or resisting police.
26. Mayor's duty in fining and
turning over.

1. That from and after the first clay of February, 1860, O!tY Watch
.
.
d1scontmued,
that portion of the Police Force of the C1ty of Savannah
known as the City Watch, shall be discontinued.
2. That from and after the aforesaid first day of February Police Force
of 56 men, to
next the Police Force shall consist of fifhr-six privates, who hold for three
'
"J
years. Salary
shall be appointed by the Mayor, subject to the approval of$900.
the Council, for the term of three years from the date of their
appointment, unless in the meantime removed therefrom for
inefficiency or improper conduct, and whose pay shall be nine
hundred dollars per annum.
3. That, in addition to these privates, the Mayor shall ap- Extra force of
· t a suffi Cient
·
pam
numb er of men, not exceed'mg five, who five
men.watchshall perform the duties of watchmen, by night, in the steeple
of the Exchange building, and of sentinels, by clay and by
night, at the head-quarters of the Police Force, under the orders and supervision of the Chief of Police, and whose pay Pay.
shall be twenty-five dollars per month.
4. That the officers of the Police Force shall be a Captain fooggfd0lc:~ers
or Chief of Police, two Lieutenants and four Sergeants, who three years.
shall be elected by the Board of Aldermen, and shall hold
their offices for the term of three years from the date of their
election, unless sooner removed therefrom for inefficiency or
improper conduct.
·
5. That the annualr)ay of the officers and privates of the and
Pay of. officers
pnvatee.
Police Force of Savannah shall be at the following rates, to
wit: Chief of Police, twenty-five hundred dollars; Lieuten-

24
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ants of Police, each eighteen huntlred dollars; Sergeants of
Police, each twelve hundred dollars; privates of police, each
nine hunared dollars; and that this ordinance take effect as
of the first clay of January last.
City to furnish
6. That the city shall furnish ' for the use of the Serg·eants
certain horses,
'
~li'~ t~Jge~~r- of the Police, four horses, and not exceeding fifteen for the
ses.
use of the privates; that the Captain and Lieutenants shall
furnish their own horses, and that all of the horses used by
the Police Force shall be kept at the expense of the city.
Ten supernu7. That the Mayor shall select ten suitable persons, whose
meraries.
names shall b<3 r~istered in the office of the Mayor and of
the Chief of Police, who shall be styled "Police Supernumeraries." They shall be required to report themselves daily at
the Police Station in the same manner as the privates, under
pain of fine or dismission for absence; and, in the absence of
any of the privates; their places shall be supplied by such
)lumber of supernumeraries as shall be needed to fill the vacancies; and, should circumstances require it, the Chief of
Police, with the consent of the Mayor, shall be authorized to
employ, for any emergency, such additional number of supernumeraries as shall seem to them needful; and, when employed, they shall have the same authority and duties, and be
subject to the same rules and discipline as the regular policePay, when on men. The pay of the supernumeraries, when on duty, shall
duty.
b h
e t e same as that of the regular policemen, and shall be
deducted from the pay of the absent policemen, whose places
may .be thus supplied. If called into the service of the city
a~ an extra force, they shall be paid out of the treasury. The
said supernumeraries, when their names are registered, shall
take the same oath and give the bond and sec.u rity required
Vacancies in of the regular policemen. And whenever a vacancy shall
regular police,
h
.
how ftlled.
occur among t e regular policemen, the Mayor shall fill such
vacancy from the list of supernumeraries, provided that he or
they shall be recommended by the Chief of Police as qualified
for the place; and he shall appoint other supernumeraries in
the stead of those thus transferred.
Health officer
8. In the event of sickness of any of the privates of the
to give medical aid to po- Police Force, they shall be privileged to call upon the Health
licemen.
Officer of the City of Savannah, who shall qe r.equired to
render them medical aid and attention. And the · needful
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medl.cines shall be supplied from the City Dispensaty, upon
the written order of the Health Officer; this privilege to be
limited to the policeman, and not to be extended to members
of his. family.
9. That the officers of the Police Force shall be elected
by ftcers,
Election of df•
.
.
when
Council at the regular meeting next preceding the expnatwn held.
of their term of office.
1Q. That no member of the Police Force, whether officer Policeman ,
.
.
must be a c1ti•
or pnvate, shall, during his term of service, hold any other zen, etc.
civil office undh City, State, or Federal authority; nor shall
any person be elected or appointed a member of said Force,
unless be is a citizen of the United States, and can read and
write.
11. That the officers and privates shall, before entering Oath and bond
.
of officers and
upon the duties of their office, take and subscnbe the follow- privates.
ing oath : "I do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be)
that I will, during my continuance in office, to the best of
my skill and ability, faithfully discharge all the duties which
may be required of me; and that I will, in all cases, conform
to th~brdinances of the city and its police regulations, and
forthwitlf report all violations of the ordinances which may
come tr;' my knowledge." And a bond for the faithful discharge of his duties shall be required of the Captain of the
Police Force, with security, to be approved of by the Mayor,
in the sum of four thousand dolla:rs; of each Lieutenant, in
the sum of two thousand dollars; and of each Sergeant and
private, in the sum of five hundred dollars. And the Mayor
shall order printed copies of such oath or affirmation to \Je
made in a book, wherein 13ach deponent or affirmant shall
subscribe before the Mayor or acting Mayor, and the same
shall be kept among the records of Council.
12. That all the members of the Police Force shall be Police Force
•
.
ex-offiClo Conclothed wth all the powers, and be liable to perform all the stables of the.
duties of, and shall be, Constables of the City of Savannah. ctty.
They shall also be, at all times, at the command and in the
service of the city.
13. That the equipment, disposition, control and manage- ggr:r~fo~o
ment of the Police Force shall be entrusted to the Chief of lice.
Police, subject to the Mayor and to such rules, regulations,
and ordinances as may, from time to t~me, be made by the
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Mayor and Aldermen of the city. In the ~bsence of the
Captain, his duties shall devolve upon the senior officer on
'
duty.
·
qhief of Po14. That it shall be the duty of the Chief of Police or of
lice to dispose
.
Police Force the officer in command, to dispose of the policemen iil such •
to best ad van-·
.
tage.
manner that all parts of .the City may be guarded and protected as far as is pr~cticable. He shall at all times retain a·
sufficient number of men on duty, at the Police Station, to
ensure the safe keeping of the prisoners he may have in
charge, and to deliver all such as may be required at the Police Court at the appointed hour; also to answer any demand
itpon him for assistance or protection. _
Wati~chman
15. He shall station a watchman every night during the
sta oned m .
steh eple of Ex- hours aforesaid, in the steeple of the Exchange building, who
c ange.
.
.
·
shall be provided With a good and sufficient lantern, and a
sentinel at all hours at the door of the Police Station.
Chief shall
16. He shall have charge of the arms and equipments of
have charge of
.
.
.
arms of pothe policemen, shall mspect them at least once m every week,
!icemen, etc. anci sl1a11 reqmre
. th em t o be mam
. t ame
. dm
. goo d cona'1t10n
. .
for servic~. He shall make out a monthly pay-roll of the
members of the Police Force, to be presented to the Mayor or
acting Mayor on the first day of each month, for his approval
Chief toreand order thereon. He shall make a report in writirig to the
port daily.
Mayor, at his office, every morning by ten o'clock, in which
~ shalt detail the order ancl routine of duty of the policemen, note the misconduct or any irregularity of the policemen
while on duty, and relate the occurrences of the night. He
shall receive from the Lieutenan~s their reports while in command, and shall attend the Police Court. He shall cause to
be kept at the Police Station a book, in which may be recorded the loss of any property, and any reward that may be
offered, or any other fact to which any person may desire to
call the attention of the police; and this book shall, at all·
times, be subject to the inspection of any of the officers of
the City of Savannah.
'
Must preserve
17. And it shall be his duty to preserve all the property
property of
h .
. .
h
citypertain- of t e City pertammg to t e police department, to superining to police, ten d th e con duct of th e offi cers an d privates, and generally
etc.
to promote by all his efforts the efficiency of the Police Force,

.
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and to protect all the interests of the city committed to his .
charge.
18. That it shall be the duty of the officers of the Police Officers to asForce to assist the Chief of Police in the performance of his ~~i~t~~~· and
duti~ to superintend the privates on duty, to report ·all vio- peace.
lations of the ordinances of the city, all failures in duty on
the part of the men, and to contribute by all their efforts to
the maintenance of the peace and order of the city.
19. That it shall be the duty of the privates of the Police Privates toreFeree to report for duty, regularly and punctually, at the time port.
and place designated by the Chief of Police, or officer in command. They shall place upon the Information Docket the
names of all persons violating any of the existing ordinances ·
of the city; they shall arrest and take into custody all felons
and rioters, all disorderly or suspected persons, who may be
found misbehaving themselves, or in any manner disturbing
the public peace, and all persons who may, in any way, assault,
oppose, or resist them when engaged in the discharge of their
duties.
•
•
20. Th{ttit shall~e the duty of the watchman in the stee- Watchman In
ple of th!!" ~xchange to report for duty to the officer in charge, ~~~~~~; his
every night at the hours designated by the Chief of Police;
on Sunday morning, at nine o'clock, if required, and on all occasiOns of alarm, except when already on duty. He shall give
the alarm to the citizens on all proper occasions, by the ringing of the Exchange bell, and shall hang his lantern in the
• direction from which the cause of alarm seems to arise.
21. That it shall be the duty of .the sentinels to report to sentinels to
the officer in charge, every day at the hours and for such du- ~~~f!~'h~~~.
ties at the station, as may be designated by the Chief of Police, etc.
and on all occasions of alarm, if not already on duty. They
shall also hold themselves in readiness for the performance of
any duty to which they may be assigned, in the absence of
the privates of the Police Force, or in any other emergency.
22. That whenever any person shall be committed to the Persons com. st at'1on, .,tOr VlO
. 1at'10n of th e ord'1nances of th e Cl'ty, h e or bond,
mittedetc.
to give
po11ce
she shall be detained until the next morning, and be brought
before the Police Court: Provided, nevertheless, that no person
shall be detained at the police station, unless it shall appear
that there was just cause for the arrest : And p1·ovidedJ~trtlwr,
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that any person arrested and committed for violation of the
ordinances of the city, may be released upon entering into a
recognizance in the penal sum of one hundred dollars, and
with an approved surety in the like sum, jointly and severally
conditioned m each case, for the appearance of the person
charged with the offense, at the Police Court at its appointed
hour of meeting, unless it shall appear to the officer in command that the peace and good order of the community will be
endangered by his or her discharge.
Melimbefr
of
23. That if any member of the Police Force shall receive
po ce orce
receivi&ag
a
bribe
for liberatinJY
an.y person duly arrested
for violation of
bribe, c..
. •
.
-..,
..,
how dealt with the mty ordmances, or of the laws of the State, or if he shall be
guilty of violent, injurious or improper conduct, whilst on
duty, to any person, or if he shall in a11-y manner misbehave in
or neglect his duties, the offender, if a private, may be fined
or dismissed, or both, at the discretion of the Mayor or acting
Mayor, and his bond may also be put in suit ; if an officer, be
may be fined or suspended, or both, at the discretion of the
Mayor or acting Mayor, who shall report every suspension to
Council at the next regular meeting thereof, or sooner, if he
shall deem it advisable; and the Council shall act on such information, and reinstate or dismiss said officer, as may seem
Vacanc:yby
suspensiOn, to them proper. And whenever any officer is thus susrJended,
~~~ii;eJU~~-by or whenever it may seem to him necessary to fill any vacancy
Mayor.
temporarily, the Mayor or acting Mayor shall have the power
to make such appointment, and to fill such vacancy until the
next meeting of Council, and shall at all times have the power •
to fill any vacancies in the same manner as the vacancies of
g;~~u~!~~~e.s other offices of the city are filled; and if any policeman shall,
how punished. without satisfactory cause, abandon his station, or leave his
division before the appointed hour, or if he shall n eglect to ,
inform against any person who may, within his knowledge,
violate any of the ordinances of the city, he may, upon conviction, be fined in a sum not exceeding ten dollars, or be suspended or dismissed, at the discretion of the Mayor or acting
Mayor.
Mayor
to
have
genera1 super- 24. That the Mayor, as the head of the Police Department,
?;~~~.ence of shall have and exercise a general . superintendence over the
members of the Police Force, and may, at any time, appoint ·
the mode and places in which the policemen shall be stationed,
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by written orders to the officer in command, by whom such
orders shall lie obeyed and~promulgated.
25. That if any per~m shall be convicted of resisting, op- Op?o~ing or
.
.
.
. . res1stmg Poposmg or molestmg any member of the Pollee Force, while m lice.
the discharge of his duty, he or she may be fined in a sum not
exceeding one hundred dollars for each and every offense, to
be enforced and collected as the laws and ordinances provide.
And the members of the Police Force are authorized and empowered, in cases of urgency or necessity, to demand the aid
and assistance of any citizen; and every person refusing or
neglecting to render such aid and assistance when demanded,
may, upon conviction before the Police Court, be fined in a
sum not exceeding one hunched dollars.
26. That the Mayor is hereby vested with authority to ex- ~avor's duty
.
.
.
mflmngand
amme, hear and determme all cases brought before him, of turning over,
violations of the ordinances of the city, and shall inflict such etc.
penalties as the said ordinances prescribe. And he shall turn
over for examination by the Justices of the Peace, all persons
charged with offenses against the laws of the State.
27. That whenever in any ordinance, the words "City "Watch" to
.
'
mean upo]ice"
Watch" may be used, they shall be construed to apply to members of the Police Force organized under this ordinance, unrepugnant to the provisions thereof.
28. That the Central Rail Road and Banking Company of CendtBral Rk, R.
an
an mg
Georgia shall have power to appoint a fit and proper person, to
Co.appomt
authorized
subject to the approval of the Mayor, to be stationed at their watchman.
depot, who shall take the same oath, and give the same bond,
as required of the privates of the Special Police by clay and
by night, and shall be subject to perform the duties to be prescribed by said company, shall receive from said company such
salary as said company may deem proper, and be otherwise
subject to conform to all the rules, regulations and ordinances
governing the City Police and City Watch.
Ordinance 18th August, 1859.
29. The Savannah, Albany and Gulf Rail Road Company savannah, Alshall have power to appoint a fit and proper person, to be sta- ~~W. ~~~ a<t~lf
tioned at their depot, who shall be approved by the Mayor, !~~~i':t~~tch·
shall take the same oath, give the same bond as are required of man.
the Special Police by day and by night, and shall be subject to
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perform the duties to be prescribed by the said company, and
shall receive from said company such salary as it may deem
proper; and he shall otherwise be subject to conform to all
the rules, regulations and ordinances governing the City Police and City Watch.
Ordinance 4th April, 1866.

~!J~ ~~;~?;i';
oflicerts
pn
va esanq
with
uniform.

. 30. Tha~ his Honor the ~ayor be and he is hereby author1zecl to furmsh each of the officers
and IJrivates of police with
-'-"'
a grey uniform, the cost of each uniform not to exceed thirtyeight dol c.rs, the funds to pay for such uniform tg be adv;1nced
by the city, and to be reimbursed by retaining from the
pay of each policeman so furnished, the sum of five dollars
per month, which retention the Mayor is hereby authorized to
make; and for the purpose of providing against loss of the
value of such uniform to the city, by the resignation of the
policeman, the Mayor is hereby further authorized to withhold their monthly pay until the middle of the month following the elate when such pay would otherwise be due; this last
provision to be in addition to the existing ordinance, which
requires each policeman to give thirty days notice of his intention to resign.
Ordinance 11th November, 1868.

31. That the force known as the Jail Guard shall not exceed four in number, and shall be appointed by the Mayor,
and be subject to all ordinances, rules and regulations respecting the Police Force, but shall not be regarded as part or parcel of the r ·ular Police Force ; and shall receive for their
services, each, the sum of seventy-five dollars per month.

Jail guard,

~:a~~.~!~~r-

Ordinance lOth January, 1866.

32. It shall Jnd may be lawful for his Honor the Mayor to

~tg~~~i~~tes ma~e contracts and conditions with the privates of the City

t~~~.resJgna- Polwe, to the effect that no such private a].r~ady or hereafter to

be appointed, sliall resign or vacate his position as such private,
yithout giving thirty clays notice to the Mayor of said private's
mtention so to do, on pain of loss of all pay and compensa• tion due at the time of such resignation or vacation ; and that
hereafter the Mayor be authorized to make no new appointment of privates in said Police without requiring such stipul~tion, condition or contract to be made.

POLICE AND WATCH.

377

Ordinance 27th December, 1865.

\

33. There shall be appointed by the Mayor of the City of Mayor auth!Jr.
t o t h e approval of Counm,
.1 f rom t h e exist. 1zed
toappomt
Savannah, su bJect
Detective
ing ~olice Force, or otherwise, as the said Mayor or Council Force.
shall deem best, four privates, who shall constitute a detective
force for the City of ~avannah, and the said privates shall hold
their offices for the term of three years from the date of their
appointment, unless in the meantime removed therefrom for
inefficiency or improper conduct, and the pay of such privates
shall be the same as that allowed by law to the privates of the
regular Police Force.
34. At the first regular meeting of Council in the month Election of
of January, every third year beginning with the 1st January,~~~~~~~~.
1866, there shall be elected by Council a Chief of the Detective Force, with the rank, pay and emolu.ments of a first lieutenant of Police, who shall hold his office for the term of three
years from the date of election, unless removed for inefficiency or improper conduct, and shall be commanding officer of
the Detective Force, and shall give his undivided attention to
the duties of his said office. The said Chief Detective and
Detective Force shall operate in connection with the Police
Force of the city, and be under the control and supervision
of the Mayor of Savannah, as now provided for the Police
Force.

-
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RULES AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE GOVERNMEN'l' OF THE POLICE.

Prepared and prom~tlged by Han. Edward 0. Anderson, Mayor, etc., and Robert H. An~erson, Ohief of Police• and now
enlar·ged.
35. The followi.J:tg rules and instructions for the Police of
this city will be observed until otherwise directed by competent authority.
CHIEF OF POLICE.

1. The equipment, disposition, control and management of
the Police Force shall be entrusted to the Chief of Police, under co1ttrol and direction of thiJ Mayor or acting Mayor, subject to such rules, regulations and ordinances as may from
time to time be made by Council.
2. Muq.g. must be done by himself, and under his own immediate inspection. As he is held rtponsible for the general
performance of the duties of the P~ice, he must give clear
and precise instructions to the officers under him, and report
every instance of neglect to the Mayor.
3. It is not intended to lay down any precise course for the
Chief of Police, nor to f ay how much of h1s time is to be
passed in the active performance of his duties; but he will feel
the importance of visiting parts of the city at uncertain hours,
every day and night, and seeing for himself the praCtical working of the system which is entrusted to his charge.
4. It is desirable that the Chief of Police should be at the
Police Barracks as often as circumstances will permit. His
duty requires his frequent attendance there. He is responsible for the general conduct and good order of the organization
under his charge, and by frequent personal intercourse should
make himself well acquainted with the character and conduct
of the officers and men under his orders. He will be firm and
just, at the same time kind and conciliatory in his behavior
towards them.
5. He should frequently inspect the Police Barracks, and
see that they are kept clean and in good order, and will make
an inspection of the books at the station, to see that they are
kept correctly, at least once in each week.

'

6. He is carefully to examine and sign all reports and returns sent to the Mayor, and will attend punctually, each
morning, at the Police Court, to report the proceedings of the
ni~ht, and to. receive such instructions as the Mayor may have
to give. He is to prepare and sign the estimates for the pay
of his company,"at the expiration of each month, and will
furnish an exhibit of the receipts and expenditures of the police fund as derived from fines and confiscated property. In
watching the conduct of loose and disorderly persons, and of
all pei,sons whose behavior is St1Ch as to excite just suspicion,
he will keep in mind that the prevention of crime, the great
object of all ~xertions of police, will generally be best attained
by making it evident to the parties that they are known and
strictly watched, and that certain detection will follow any
attempt to commit crime.
7. Upon any alarm of fire, it will be the duty of the Chief
of Police immediately to repair to the spot, and take control
of the Police Force assembled. He will render such assistance to the Chief Fireman as may be in his power. The police will, perhaps, be more useful in procuring a free scope for
the exertions of the firemen and the parties more immediately interested; and to this end he should clear the street or
ground in the immediate vicinity of the fire, of all persons not
usefully employed, taking care that all the adjoining streets,
as far as may be practicable, are kept clear of obstructions in
the way of the engines.
8. Every assistance possible must be given for the removal
of property, conformably with the wishes of the proprietors;
and special attention must be directed at such times to the
thieves and pickpockets who are usually in the crowd.
9. He shall promptly report to the Mayor all complaints
made to him against the officers and men of the force.
10. He shall be at his office in the Barracks by 9 o'clock in
the morni~g, every day, Sundays excepted, to receive the report of the lieutenants and sergeants of the night, and will
submit to the Mayor such subjects therein mentioned, as may
require his consideration.
11. He shall keep in his office a book, in which shall be entered the names of the officers and men of the Police, time of
appointment, time of any removal from office; also a book in
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which shall be entered all general and special orders, with the
time the orders were issued. Said book or books shall contain an index to the matter referred to in said orders.
12. The Chief of Police shall have power to suspend or
arrest any of his subordinates, but shall, within twenty-four
hours after su~ suspension or arrest, ·eport to the Mayor, or
in the case, with the
authority acting in his stead, the£
cause thereof. He will 't:epair promptly to all tumultuous assemblages, and use every exertio'll to save and protect property,
and when necessary, to disperse mobs, and arrest such persons as he may find creating riot, or who may aid or abet others
in so doing. On all such occasions he will confer, if possible,
with the Mayor, and take his instructions.
13. The Chief of Police shall keep an account of the sums
of money he may receive for fines or other causes on account
of the city, and of such disbursements as he may m~ke on
service, and shall render an account to the Mayor, at the expiration of each month, for his approval; and when so approved, the account shall be paid by the City Treasurer.
14. He shall keep a criminal register, showing the name or
names of every person against whom a charge has been preferred by his department. He shall furnish a report each
morning, Sundays excepted, to the Mayor, showing the name
of each person arrested or reported by the police during the
preceding twenty-four hours, stating the offense charged, and
by whom the arrest or charge is made.
15. The Chief of Police shall divide his district into night
and clay beats, and designate the policemen who are to patrol
the same; and in like manner establish clay stations, in order
that citizens may at all times during the day readily obtain
the aiel of policemen when needed. The tidiest and most intelligent men should be put upon the main thoroughfa es.
LIEUTENANTS OF POLICE.

16. The Lieutenants of ;police shall have general charge
of the Police Station; and, with the sergeants who are in their
regular order to have charge of the same, will be held responsible for the cleanliness, general condition, and good order of
the Police Station Honse.
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· 1'('. They shall require the members of their commands to
be decently and cleanly attired.
18. A lieutenant or one of the sergeants shall invariably
remain in charge of the Police Station House.
19. He shall make such arrangements with the sergeants
of his squad, that he or one of them shall, if practicable, see
each man of the platoon, who may be on night patrol duty, at
least once during his tour of duty.
20. The roll shall be called at the commencement and termination of each tour of duty, and the officer will cause the
men, as their names are called for patrol duty, to arrange
themselves in line, in order that they may be inspected by the
sergeants of the platoon to which they belong, and that all
negligence in attire, want of cleanliness, or unfitness for duty
from any cause, may be reported to the proper quarter.
21. · He shall, every morning (Sundays excepted), unless
otherwise directed by the Mayor or Chief of Police, at the time
the Police Court may be directed to be opened, cause the prisoners who may have been detained during the night previous,
and all property which may have come into his possession during said time, to be conveyed to the Police Court, accompanied by the policemen who may be witnesses, together with
such reports as may apply in the premises.
22. He shall enter in a book to be kept at the Police Station, the name at full length of each and every person taken
into custody by the officers and policemen, the time of his arrest, the offense with which he may be charged, the name and
residence of the complainant, and the name of the person
who may have arrested him.
23. If any property taken from persons apprehended be
brought to the Station House, he will immediately make an
entry of the same in a property book. The several articles
should be marked at the time they are received, so that they
can afterwards certainly be known to be the same, with the
name of the owner, if known, in whose possession it was
found, and by whom-whether stolen or otherwise; also how
such property was disposed of.
24. · He shall enter in a book all information he may receive of offenses committed, and of suspicions persons and
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:places; the entries respecting offenses to state the time, place
and manner in which the offense was committed.
25. At any alarm of fireAit shall be the duty of the Lieutenants of Patrol nearest the scene of conflagration, at once
to proceed to the same, with all the policemen off duty; to be
diligent in preserving order and protecting property. ~shall
also, in the event of riot or disorder, at once procee!'to the
scene of disturbance, with the whole police off duty, or any
part thereof, for,the purpose of suppressing the same.
26. He shall see that the book of rules and regulations is
kept carefully, and that each sergeant and policeman is well
acquainted with its contents.
27. He shall be held responsible for the prompt lser;ice of
all notices or subpcenas sent to him by the Chief of Police.
28. He shall keep, at the Police Barracks, a book to be called a blotter, in which shall be entered the time that the lieutenants and each of the sergeants are on duty in the Station
House, and the particular hours during which they were engaged in visiting the policemen in their respective districts,
beats, or stations; and the entries in such books shall exhibit
a faithful diurnal account of all matters of interest or importance to the Department; an account of all larcenies, burglaries, and other offenses; money and other articles taken from
prisoners and lodgers ; and all stolen property recovered shall
be entered in said book in detail, together with the disposition
made of such money or other property. Said book shall be
inspected by the Chief of Police on the first and third Saturdays in each and every month.
29. The books directed to be kept in these regulations shall
at all times be open to the inspection of the Mayor and Aldermen, and the officers of the police; but no person not herein
named shall be permitted to examine any of said books without permission in writing from the Mayor or Chief of Police.
The lieutenants sh aH have power to arrest any subordinate
who may be guilty of insubordination, drunkenness, or disrespectful conduct. But such arrest shall be immediately reported to the Chief of Police, and within twelve hours to the
Mayor, or authority acting in his stead.
30. They shall carefully inform themselves on all matters
connected with the police, and promptly advise the Chief and

..

other proper authority of any matter requiring. attention, or
of any person whom they may know or have cause to suspect
of malpractices.
31. They shall supervise the conduct of all under their
command, and must not fail to inform against any member of
the police who may be guilty of misconduct.
32. It shall be the duty of the officer commanding at the
guard house to mu~er and detail the police at such times and
in such manner as may be directed by the Chief of Police, unless he receives other orders from the Mayor, whose orders
shall be obeyed.
33. He shall inspect the wards, officers, and privates of the
Police Station, and will be held responsible for the cleanliness
and the ,.decorum of its. inmates.
34. He will cause the Sergeants of Police to patrol the districts, and inspect the conduct of the men, and will himself
supervise the c~nduct of the watch.
35. He shall see that proper reliefs are sent out to the men
on guard, and shall cause the posts to be relieved, unless in
urgent cases, when the men may be detained on duty.
36. It shall be the duty of the officer on guard, when any
person or persons may be committed to his charge, to enter on ·
the report book the nature of the offence charged, the name
of the policeman or other person who may have committed
him, her, or them, and the witnesses; and if it appears that
there was just cause for commitment, the officer shall detain
him or her in custody, unless proper bail be given for his or
her appearance before the Police Court; upon which the person may be released, except in case of felony, when the person
shall be detained until he or she can be produced before the
Police Court. When bail is tendered, the parties giving security for the same shall be duly impressed with the under·
standing that they will be held responsible in the sum given,
for the p1:ompt appearance of the prisoner at the Mayor's
Court at the time specified.
37. All valuables which may be brought to the Police Barracks for safe keeping in time of danger, or which may have
been found and deposited by any person, the owner thereof
not being known, or which may have been found in the possession of any person arrested on suspicion of theft or embez.
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zlement, or as being unlawfully in his possession; ·any such
valuables or property shall be received and cared for by the
officer in command; and he shall cause it to be m~rked, and
a descriptive note of it entered on the property book; and
such property shall not be delivered up, except by order of the
Mayor or Chief of Police.
38. It shall be the duty of the officer of the guard to retain, at all times, at the Police Barracks, a sufficient force to
keep the prisoners in safe custody, and to produce them before the Police Court when it may be in session, or to make
such disposition of them as the Mayor or Chief of Police may
direct.
39. The officer on guard will instruct the men who lodge
information or commit prisoners, so that they may produce
proper witnesses, if any, when required.
40. On the expiration of his tour of duty he shall make
up and sign the report of the watch, for the inspection of the
Mayor or Chief of Police.
41. The lieutenants will duly attend the Police Courts to
give such information as they may of the matters before the
Court.
SERGEANTS OF POLICE,

42. Shall have general charge and supervision of the patrol force on duty in their respective districts, and shall arrest
and carry to the Station House any private of police who may
be guilty of insubordination, neglect of duty, or of insolent
or improper conduct to any person or persons ; but each arrest shall forthwith be reported to the officer in command of
the Barracks, and by him be made known to the Chief of
Police.
43. The sergeants will instruct the privates in the duties
of their stations ; will encourage them to activity and vigilance,
and will carefully enforce a prompt obedience to the commands of their superiors in office.
44. They will preserve good order and cleanliness in the
guard house. They will closely supervise the conduct of all
under their command, and will report thereon from time to
time to the Chief of Police.
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45. The sergeants shall, under the direction of the commanding officer of the guard, make, as far as possible, the
rounds of the posts during !heir watch, inspecting the conduct of the men on duty.
46. In the absence of a superior officer, the sergeants shall
\ receive reports, which they shall note and submit to the lieutenants or chief, on their return. They shall r~ive and confine persons duly committed, but not release them except for
good cause; in which event the circumstances of the release
shall at once be made known to the Chief of Police, to be by
him reported to the Mayor at the holding of the Police Court.
47. The Sergeants of Police shall promptly obey all orders
received from their superior officers. They will set the best
example of sobriety, discretion, skill, industry and promptness to the policemen under their command; they will at all
times appear decently attired, and clean in their persons and
equipments.
48. They shall be held responsible for the general good order and discipline of the men under them, and will make
themselves thoroughly acquainted with the capabilities of the
policemen belonging to their sections.
49. The sergeants must carefully study and thoroughly understand the rules and regulations.
50. They must note carefully every case of misconduct ·or
neglect of duty of the men belonging to their sections, and
report to the commandi~g officer.
51. They shall, while on duty, constantly patrol the beats
allotted to their respective sections, and enforce the performance of duty by the men.
52. In case of fire, burglary, riot, or any other emergency,
the sergeants on duty nearest the scene of said fire, burglary,
riot, etc., will immediately send information to the officer in
command at the Police Station, and in the mean time take
such action as the circumstances of the case may require.
53. The sergeants shall, if possible, see each man on his
beat, without calling; but should they not be able to find him,
the call will be given in the centre and on each extremity of
the beat; and if unable then to find the man he is in search
of, the sergeant will extend the adjoining beats until the beat
of the man absent is fully covered; he will report to the offi-
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dealers, gamblers, receivers of stolen property, or his suspicions that they are such.
62. When any person charges another with the commission
of a crime, and insists that the person charged shall be taken
i~o custody, the policeman shall take the accuser, if' unknown
to him, along with the accused to the Police Station or Court,
as the cas(J may be, and return with as littl~ delay as possible
to his beat.
63. He shall carefully watch all disorderly houses, or
houses of bad fame within his beat, and observe by whom they
are frequented, reporting his observations to his commanding
officer.
64. · He shall take particular notice of backs, cabs, or any
other t ehicle, at night, which, under any circumstances, excite suspicion.
65. He shall report all gas lamps that may not be lit or
cleaned, or that may in any way be out of order.
66. He shall give his name or number to all persons who
may inquire.
• 67. He must never use his club or weapon, except in most
urgent cases of self defence.
68. Policemen must not walk together, or talk with each
other, when they meet on the confines of their beat, unless it
is to communicate information appertaining to the department-such communication to be as brief as possible.
69. It shall be the duty of sentinels and doormen to obey
all orders received from the officers, and to keep the station
house clean and in good order.
70. On the discovery of, or on hearing the alarm of fire,
every policeman shall communicate the alarm in his district;
and when stationed at fires for the protection of property, or
the preservation of order, will be oareful not to interfere with
the firemen, unless called upon by the officers of the fire companies ; or in case of riotous conduct, when they shall arrest
any offender against the city laws. But if the person arrested
be a member of a fire company, he shall, on demand of the
Chief Fireman; or the foreman of the company to which the
offender may belong, be delivered up, the policeman first
taking the name of the offender, and the pledge of the officer

cer in command the name of the man, and the cause of absence, if ascertained.
54. The sergeant~ will inspect each and every policeman
belonging to their respective sections, and be particular in noting that the emblems are clean and in their proper pl~ce;
that the arms are in good order, and that the men are properly
attired, and fit for duty, and report the same to the commanding officer.
55. Umbrellas and walking canes are not to be worn or
used by sergeants or policemen while on duty.
DUTIES OF POLICEMEN.

56. The prevention of crime being the most im];Jortant object in view, the exertions of a policeman must be constantly
used to accomplish that end. He must examine and make
himself perfectly acquainted with every part of his beat, and
vigilantly watch every description of person passing his way,
so as to acquire a faculty in observing as well as detecting the
offender.
57. He must, by his vigilance, render it extremely difficult
for any one to commit crime in his beat; (the absence of crime
will be considered the best proof of the efficiency of the police;) and when in any district or beat, offenses frequently occur, there will be good reason to suppose that there is negligence or want of ability on the part of the person in charge
of said district or beat.
58. He must acquire a knowledge of the inh~bitants within his beat, so as to enable him at once to recognize them.
59. He shall carefully examine, in the night time, all doors
and low windows of dwelling houses and stores, to see that
they are properly secured; also area and area gates of the sev-.
eral houses in his beat.
60. He must, if possible, fix in his mind such impressions
as will enable him to recognize persons whom be frequently
meets in the streets at night, and endeavor to ascertain their
names and residences, and communicate to his commanding
officer all information regarding them.
61. He shall strictly watch the conduct ofpersons of known
bad character, and report to his commanding officer all policy
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that he will produce the offender at the Mayor's Court, at nine
o'clock, A. M., of the succeeding day.
71. Policemen, when called upon by the Chief Fireman or
his representative, to aid in preserving order, shall render all
assistance in their power.
72. Every policeman should make it his study to recommend himself to notice by a diligent discharge of his duties,
and strict obedience to the commands of his superiors, recollecting that he who has been accustomed to submit to discipline will be considered best qualified to command.
73. He must readily and strictly obey the orders and instructions of his officers.
74. If they appear to him either unlawful or improper, he
may complain to the Chief or Mayor, who will pay due attention to him; but any refusal to obey the orders of his superiors, or negligence in doing so, will not be suffered.
75. He should see every part of his beat in the time allotted, and this he will be expected to do regularly. This regularity shall not, however, prevent his remaining at any parti- •
cular place, if his presence there be necessary for the due pei'formance of his duty, to observe the conduct of any suspecteel person, or for any other good reason; but he will be required
to satisfy his sergeant or superior officer, that there was a sufficient cause for such apparent irregularities.
.
76. He shall not leave his beat during his tour of dtlty,
except when conveying a prisoner to the Barracks, or under
other circumstances which may make it necessary; on which
occasion he shall, if possible, give notice to some other policeman of the cause of his absence.
,
77. On no pretence shall be enter any public house, except
in the immediate execution of his duty. Such a breach of
positive order will not be excused. He may procure moderate
and necessary refreshment at a public bouse with the least
possible delay, not entering the house, and having his sergeant's permission, who is to be present with him at the time.
78. He will be civil and attentive to all persons of every
rank and class. Insolence or incivility will not be passed
over.
79. While on duty he will not enter into conversation with
any one, except on matters relating to his duty.

•

80. He must be partictrfarly cautious not to interfere unnecessarily; when required to act, he will do so with decision
and boldn ess. On all occasi~s he may expect to receive full
support in the proper Ekercise of his authority.
81. He must remember that there is no qualification more
indispensable tllltn a perfect control of t emper, never suffering
himself to be moved in the slightest degree by any language
or threats that may be used. If he do his duty in a quiet and
determined manner, such conduct will probably induce well
disposed bystanders to assist him, should he require it.
82. Any policeman who shall be convicted of using his of~a..with malice, to oppress or persecute, or annoy any person
o\ persons, shall be fined or dismissed, or both, at the discretion o.f the Mayor or acting Mayor.
83. · H e shall, when about to arrest an offender, or to examine any suspicious person or circumstance, declare himself
a policeman in the execution of his office, and shall then proceed to perform his duty.
84. Any policeman who may find himself seriously embarrassed, or unable to execute the law, or preserve the peace
against persons who may resist, or threaten to resist, may call
upon any bystanders present to aid him in the performance of
his d'nty; and if such assistance be refused, he shall report
the recusants to the Mayor or Chief of Police.
85. Policemen shall not enter a private dwelling in pursuit
of a fugitive, without the consent of the proprietor or resident, unless he has personal knowledge that the fugitive has
committed or attempted to commit the felony of murder, or
arson, or rape, or burglary, when he may pursue and arrest such
offender, declaring to any party resisting, who he is, and the
crime of the offender.
•
86. On complaint and request for assistance, any policeman
- shall hasten to assist the person suffering. It is the duty of
the members of the police to acquaint themselves with the
laws and ordinances of the city, that they ma,y cause them to
be observed; and, whether they are on duty or not, shall notice, correct, or report to the officer on guard any infraction
of public order or law.
87. The police are required at all times to use their best
exertions to preserve the peace of the city, and to prevent or
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put a stop to all disorderly practices. They will 'arrest and
carry to the guard house, all felons and rioters, all disorderly
or suspected persons who may be misbehaving themselves, or
who may tamper with them in the discharge of their duties,
or in any mann er disturb the public peace, or who may as~ault,
oppose or resist them in the exercise of their functions.
88. No policeman sh all leave his station until properly relieved, except in case of extreme illness, when h e shall report
himself at the guard house to the officer in command; or in
case of the arrest or ,conveyance of a prisoner to the station.
89. He shall give information to the Chief of Polie,e, or
officer in command, of any criminal intent or act, or the concealment of any criminal, which may come to his knowledge.
90. He shall not communicate any information respecting
the orders which he may have received or learned, m· all¥ regulation which may be made for th e government o'f the Poli"ce
D epartment, except to such persons to whom he may be
authorized to communicate with by his superior office:.:. ·
91. Any lost property which may be found, or property
stolen, or embezzled, or unlawful, which may be taken in the
possession of any person arrested, shall be taken to 'the Police
Court or the guard house, as the case may be, with the person
arrested, unless otherwise ordered by the Mayor or Chief of
Police.
92. All property which may" be stolen or lost, that may
come into the possession of a policeman, shall be carried to
the guard house and delivered to the officer in command. And
the policeman sh all note and mark the property delivered, and
see the entry thereof in the police book, so that he may afterwards identify the same.
93. ".No policeman shall accept from any person, while in
custody, or after h e may have been discharged, nor from any
of his friends, any gratuity or reward, nor shall h e receive from
any person compensation for damages sustained in th e discharge of his duty, except by permission of the Mayor or Chief
of Police.
94. No policeman shall be permitted to apply for a warrant
for assault on himself, without permission from the Mayor or
th e Chief of Police. It is the duty of the city authorities to
protect their officers in the exercise of their office.
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95. No policeman shall receive or charge any fee or compensation other than his legal fees, nor shall h e receive any
other reward for servlces, except by permission of the Mayor
or Chief of Police.
96. Every member shall be immediately dismissed from office, in addition to any other punishment to which he may be
by law subj ect, against whom any of the following charges
shall be substantiated : Disobedience of orders, drunkenness,
violent, coarse, imolent, or abusive language, or demeanor to
a superior officer, or to any citizen, resident or stranger; receiving any money or other valuables from any person, contrary to the above ordinances for the regulation of the Police
of this city.
97. Members must inform themselves on these rules, as
ignorance will not be received as an excuse.
98. No officer or member of the City Police shall be subj ect to the order of the civil magistrates for duty in their
courts, unless specially assigned for the occasion by the Mayor
or Chief of Police.
99. Policemen appearing in the Mayor's Court, must be
neatly attired, and must, on all such occasions, display their
badge of office.
100. Should any policeman be found guilty of Sllch misconduct as to take clrink from a person who has been brought
by him before the Mayor, upon a charge, he will be considered
wholly unfit for his situation.
101. Policemen will, in every case in which they give evidence against a prisoner, confine themselves strictly to the
case before the court, and not refer to any former conviction
against such prisoner, unless called by the Mayor or presiding
magistrate to state it.
102. The policemen who have to give evidence in a court
of justice are particularly cautioned to give such evidence
calmly, explicitly, and in a perfectly distinct and audible tone,
so that the court and jury may easily hear them. They are
also cautioned, that whilst giving their evidence they should
stand in an upright, respectful manner.
103. When money and other articles are taken from a prisoner, they are to be kept until the case is disposed of. The
policemen may stop, search and detain any vessel, boat, cart,
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or vehicle, in or upon which there shall be reason to suspect
that anything stolen or unlawfully obtained, may be found,
and also any person who may be reasonably suspected of having or conveying in any manner, anything stolen or unlaw~1l
fully obtained.
104. Any policeman may stop and detain, until due inquiry
can be made, all carts, carriages, and vehicles which he shall
find employed in removing goods, cotton, furniture, or merchandise, between the hours of eight in the evening and six ·
in the following morning, or whenever the policeman shall
have good grounds for believing that such removal is made for
the pnrpose of theft.
105. If after sunset and before sunrise, the policeman sh~ l
see any one carrying a bundle of goods, which he sus,pe'cts
were stolen, be should stop and examine the person, and may
detain him; but here, also, be should judge from circumstances, (such as the appearance and manner of the party ·hie
account of himself, and the like) whether he bas really got•
stolen goods, before he actually takes him into custody.
106. He may also arrest any person whom he shall find,
between sunset and the hour of six in the morning, lying or
loitering in any yard or other place, and not giving a satidfactory account of himself.
107. He must report to the Lieutenant all violations of
ordinances that come under his notice; all streets and gutters
that need cleansing; all foot-ways that require repairs; all
doors and gates left open or insecure; all dangerous chimneys, shutters, or buildings; all nuisances of every description; and all policy shops, disorderly houses, gambling houses,
and houses of ill-fame, that may exist within his beat.
108. Every policeman is required to enforce strictly the
law against vagrancy, and for that purpose must apprehend
"all persons going about from door to door, or placing themselves in streets or highways, or other roads, to beg or gather
alms, and all other persons wandering abroad and begging,"
and convey them to the nearest station house.
109. Every policeman is required to prevent the deposit
of coal upon the sidewalks, and all obstructions of the footways, crossing, and carriage ways; and to disperse all crowds
of idle and disorderly persons at the doors of public places,

engine and hose houses, at street corners, or elsewhere, arresting all those who, after civil request, fail to move away.
110. Policemen wounded or disabled whilst in the performance of duty, or made ill by unusual exposure or service,
will receive their pay for the period thus lost. In ordinary
cases of sickness, or of absence on leave, no pay will be allowed.
111. Every policeman will exercise the right of a citizen
at all elections, unquestioned; but no member of the Police
Department will be allowed to connect himself with any club,
society, committee or organization of any kind, the object of
which is the political advancement of a party clique, combination, or individual, under penalty of dismissal.
112. He must direct strangers and others when requested,
by the nearest and safest way to their places of destination;
and he shall cause all children who have strayed or who have
been abandoned, to be taken to the residence of their parents,
if known, and within bounds of his beat, and if not, to the
station house.
113. When he discovers a pick-pocket in a crowd at rail
road stations, theatres, or any other thronged place, he shall
arrest the thief and warn the citizens of his character, so that
if any one has lost valuables in the crowd, he may be apprised
that the person arrested is a thief.
114. He must strictly watch the conduct of all persons of
bad character in such a manner that it will be evident to
them that they are watched, fixing in his mind such impressions as will enable him to recognize persons whom he frequently meets in the streets at night, and to the utmost of
his power prevent the commission of assaults, breaches of the
peace, and all other crimes about to be committed.
115. When it becomes necessary to take a party into custody, be shall do so in as easy and quiet a manner as possible,
only using sufficient force to secure the prisoner; and in no
instance shall he strike the prisoner except in self defence.
He shall see that the prisoner is properly dealt with and cared
for until he is taken from his custody according to law, and
any unnecessary deprivations or abuses of prisoners will meet
with reproof and punishment.
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116. When a disturbance occurs on his beat, he shall instantly repair to the locality and use his best efforts to restore
quiet. If he is opposed or interfered with in the performance
of his duty, he shall spring his rattle, and the policemen who
hear it shall answer the same by forthwith proceeding to his
assistance.
117. The police shall note all cases of fast driving, brutality to animals, horses or vehicles left unattended or going
upon the sidewalk, or taking the wrong side in passing, or
meeting or entering small streets or passage ways; also all
cases where drivers of licensed vehicles are uncivil or demand
illegal fares, or where rail cars or hacks stop opposite the intersection of streets or on crossings, or do not conform to any
other lawful provision made for their regulation.
118. When ~tny street or thoroughfare becomes blocked,
he shall use his best endeavors to aid the drivers of vehicles
in disentangling the same; and when the stream of travel is,
continuous, open the way for foot travelers wishing to cross,
carefully attending to women, children, and aged persons,
who would otherwise be exposed to danger.
119. He shall especially be watchful of vacant houses, to
prevent depredations, and be vigilant to prevent fires.
INSTRUCTIONS TO OFFICERS.

36. It is necessary that an officer should know when and
how, and how far to act, and for this reason these instructions
are embodied in this Code of Police Laws in plain and simple
language, and are intended to show a policeman what he may
and must do. If resisted in the proper performance of his
duties, he is protected and shielded by the law, and possessing,
as he does, this advantage, it is expected that he will act with
caution and moderation, so as to protect all, and infringe upon
the rights of none.
OFFENSES AGAINST THE GENERAL LAW.

1. Crimes of great magnitude.
Murder.
Manslaughter.
House breaking:

,
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· Robbery and larceny.
Receiving stolen goods, knowing them to be stolen.
Assault with intent to kill, to rob, or to commit a rape.
Setting fire to any dwelling house or store, or any house,
barn, stable, or other buildings adjacent thereto.
A.-Any person, whether policeman or not, present when
any 1Jf the above offenses are committed, is bound to apprehend the offender.
B.-If a policeman sees any one commit, or has just cause
to suspect that any one is about to commit, or if any one is
posit1vely charged with the commission of any of the above
offenses, so that the officer is satisfied of the justness of the
charge, he should arrest the person. If the person accused
should make effort to escape, he may be immediately followed
wherever he goes; and if he takes refuge in a house, and his
immediate arrest is necessary, the officer may break open the
doors for that purpose, first taking care to give notice who he
is, and his business, and to demand entry.
C.- Officers have a right to arrest and detain in custody,
for examination, persons found in the street at night having
in their possession any burglar's tools, or gun, pistol, or other
weapon, or who are found in any out-house, dwelling house,
stable, area, or yard, or in any way affording reasonable ground
for suspicion or criminal intentions, though there is no actual
crime.
2. Crimes of lesser magnitude, or misdemeanors; the principal of these which come under police notice, are as follows:
A.- Attempting to pick a pocket; and any professional
pick-pocket making the slightest attempt upon a person may
be arrested.
B.-Cruelty to animals.
C.-Interfering maliciously or with evil intent with telegraph wires.
D.-Carrying concealed weapons.
E.-Aiding in prize fight.
F.-Malicious mischief, destroying or defacing houses,
fences, trees, seats in public places, &c.
G.-Riotous conduct.
H.-Brawls tending to riot.
I.-Assaults.
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GENERAL RULES.

taken is discharged by the magistrate and the arti\ es restored
to him, he is to sign the book as a receipt for them.
12. The lieutenants are to take especial care that nothing
is permitted either by noise at relief hours or by any irregularity or want of cleanliness in a police station, which may
justly give cause for complaint or annoyance to the inhabita ts of the vicinity.
13. The lieutenants are never to forget that safe custody
and not punishment, is the object of arrest, and therefore
persons whom it may be necessary to arrest under doubtful
circumstances, are to be made as comfortable as possible.
14. In making arrests, the officers are to do so in as quiet
a manner as possible, and with all possible moderation and
forbearance; this is especially necessary when called out in
large bodies. The police are not to use their maces except
when absolutely necessary in self-defence, or to .p revent the
escape of a prisoner.
15. The police on taking a person in custody must use no
irritating or provoking language; such conduct often creates
resistance on the part of the prisoner, and a hostile feeling
towards the police in the by-standers; he must not use more
violence than is absolutely necessary to take the prisoner
safely to the police station.
16. The more civil and courteous the police are, whether
off or on duty, the more they will be respected and assisted
by the citizens in the pro1Jer execution of fueir duty.
17. When it is necessary for the prisoners to have refreshments, either at their own or the public expense, neither spirituous or malt liquors will be allowed.
18. The attention of the officers on duty late at night or
early in the morning, will be directed toward persons carrying bundles or parcels at unreasonable hours and under suspicious circumstances; they shall stop and question them and
satisfy themselves that all is correct before allowing them to
proceed.
19. A policeman convicted in court of any criminal offense
will be dismissed.
20. The attention of the police is called to boys flying
kites in the streets; they will prevent this nuisance as far as
possible.

1. The officers shall assemble at the station house before
or precisely at the hour fixed for that purpose; as their names
are called the lieutenants or sergeants shall see that they are
correctly dressed, equipped, and fit for duty.
2. The names of the officers must be entered in a bod'k in'
the station, and opposite the names the number of their respective beats.
3. At fires special attention must be paid to thieves and
pick-pockets in the crowd.
4. The police are to notice hacks and other vehicles which
appear at night under any circumstances calculated to excite
suspicion.
5. If any officer observes anything in the street likely to
produce danger or public inconvenience, or any thing irregular or offensive, he is to report to his lieutenant.
6. He will notice the state of the public lamps, whether
defective, dirty, or extinguished, or with glasses broken, and
report the same to the lieutenant.
7. The officer is responsible for the life and property within
his beat, and for the preservation of the general peace and
good order during the time he is on duty. He must make
himself acquainted with the names of the streets, thorough~
fares, courts, and alleys, and with the houses.
8. If, at any time, he requires assistance, he may (if he
cannot obtain it in any other manner,) spring his rattle; this
is to be done as seldom as possible, as such alarm often create&
inconvenience and excitement by assembling a crowd.
9. On making an arrest he should, if possible, notify some
other officer who can pay some attention to his beat while he
is taking the prisoner to the station; he will return to his beat
as soon as possible.
10. The police must not leave their beats during their
tour of duty, unless under circumstances which may render
it necessary.
·
11. A list of the articles taken from any person conveyed
to a station house is to be entered in a book; they shall be
taken by one person and called out distinctly, and entered in
a book by another, and when the person from whom they are
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21. In case of sudden death, the police will notify the
coroner, and the lieutenants will so state in writing on their
morning reports, to the Mayor.
22. No erasures are to be made of any entries made in police records or books. All errors are to be corrected by drawing the pen neatly across the entry and making the correction
~~a
.
23. The police are to observe whether coal holes, trap
doors, sky lights, or other places on or near footways are secm·ely covered over; if insecure, notice must be given to the
owner or occupier of the premises; if then not made thoroughly secure, the parties will be legally proceeded against.
24. All property found by the police on their beats or at
the station house, is to be immediately reported to the lieutenant or sergeant on duty, who will enter it in a book for
that purpose, and all the circumstances attending the finding, the facts of which will be reported to the Mayor in the
morning.
25. Attention must be given to carriages, hotel coaches,
express wagons, and other vehicles for the conveyance of luggage, where there is luggage fastened behind, which thieves
may be able to cut off and carry away.
26. In every case where a person is brought to the station
in a state of insensibility, whether apparently from drunkenness or other cause, the lieutenant or sergeant on duty is to
send for medical !fid immediately, and so also when a person
becomes insensible while in confinement.
27. The police are not to exceed their authority by hasty
arrests or taking persons into custody improperly or for trivial
causes.
28. If obscene, indecent, or offensive words are written on
walls, gates, &c., the police are to erase them during the night
if possible, and are instructed to arrest and legally deal with
all persons caught so offending.
29. The police are to observe and notify residents whenever the windows, doors, gates, or other entrances to houses
are left open ; they will also watch suspicious characters loiter·
ing around, and order them away, or when there are sufficient
grounds for doing so, arrest them. The police are forbidden
to loiter near each other shortly before the hour of relief in

--
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the morning; they will be particularly vigilant at this hour,
and do their duty diligently until relieved.
30. Persons distributing hand-bills are to be cautioned
against forcing them upon passengers; they must not obstruct
the footway or become a nuisance to citizens; if they ca;use
such annoyance they are to be apprehended.
31. The police when on duty in plain clothes, are to make
known to any person interfering with them in the execution
of their duty, that they are police officers. They must exercise their discretion as to the time of making such communication, so as not to interfere with the object they have in
view, so that if assaulted or interfered with, the assailant can
not plead ignorance of the officer's real character.
32. The lieutenants are to observe the manner in which
saloons, music halls, or l)laces of amusement are conducted,
and report immediately to the Chief cases of irregularity,
dangerous, or immoral practices.
33. When a person is arrested, it is of great importance
that the prisoner is not allowed to throw away any weapon or
article of property which may furnish evidence of guilt.
Should he attempt to do so, he is to be prevented, and the
fact reported at the station house. In all cases where a prisoner is searched, it is to be done so effectually that all instruments or articles of property which he ought not to retain
·
are taken from him.
34. Robberies having been effected by persons passing
through empty houses to the roofs of others, the police will
specially note all such uninhabited houses.
35. Police will prevent bontires in the streets, and when
practicable will immediately extinguish them.
36. The police are to prevent persons from attempting to
steal door-plates, bell-pulls, etc., and must endeavor to detect
the thieves if the offense has been committed.
37. Officers will not be allowed to stand and converse
with females in the street, unless upon matters appertaining
to their duty. The sergeants are strictly enjoined that it is
their duty to report all such cases, and the neglect to do so
will be visited on the sergeant himself.
38. No officer is justified in depriving any one of his lib·
erty for words only; they will not enter into altercation with
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any person while on duty. An officer who allows himself to
be irritated by any language, shows that he has not c~mmand
of his temper, which is necessary in a person vested w1th such
powers by the law.
.
.
.
39. The police are cautioned to be carefulm taku~g pelsons insensibly drunk to the station; that the first thmg to
be done is to undo the necktie and collar from about the
neck, and when put in the cell, a pillow is to be placed under
the head to raise it.
.
40. The officers on beats where public ~rinking fountams
are situated, are to prevent any damage bemg. done to them,
and, if necessary, apprehend the person offendmg. .
41. The police are to prevent perso~s from bathmg publici near inhabited houses, or on the nver fron~ of the populafed parts of the city. Every facility is to. be g1ven
persons to bathe wherever it can be done without a viOlatiOn
of law.
.
42. The police employed to regulate carn~ges and p~·eser~e
order at places of public amusement and pnvate parties, a1e
not to speak to the drivers of carriages in .a manner calculate.d
to provoke resistance. They are to abstam as much as possible from speaking to those whom they have to regulate or
control, except so far as may be necessary f~r th~ perf~r~ance
of their duty, _and all directions are to be g1ven m a CIVIl and
firm manner.
43. The police are expected to give evidence .with the
strictest accuracy. Notes should be made at the time of an
occurrence of all the IJarticulars in the case, to refresh the
memory if called on to give evid~nce. !'hey are n~t to suppress or overstate circumstances With a VI~W to favo1 an! one,
or from ill will to either side, and they Will state ac:mate~y,
without malice or favor, all they know. Greater wmght Will
be given to the evidence of the police if they state fully, and
without passion, all they know, and make it evident that they
are speaking the whole truth without bias. They should tell
all they know at the first he~ri~g, for if they ~d~ to ~ny material part in after evidence, It IS open to susp1c1_on, either as
to accuracy or veracity. Any of the police who .w1lful~y depart
from the truth are unfit for the Force, and will be mstantly
dismissed.

~o al~ow
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44. No officer will bring an action for assault upon himself without permission from the Chief or .lVIayor. The police will understand that their interests and safety are best
consulted by a check being thus given to unnecessary or vexatious prosecutions, while they will, at all times, be protected
by legal means in cases that may arise out of the legal discharge of their duty.
45. The police stations are exclusively for the transaction
of police business, and no persons not connected with the
department will be permitted to loiter at the stations. Citizens on business will be courteously attended to, and after its
transaction they will be expected to immediately leave, in
order that the public business may be more expeditiously
transacted. Lounging in police st<ttions will not be permitted
on any pretence.
46. Punctual attendance, prompt obedience to orders, and
conformity to the rules of the department will be rigidly enforced.
47. Officers are to arrest and take before a magistrate any
person exposing to view any obscene print or exhibition.
This also refers to obscene prints in shop windows. Any person wilfully and obscenely exposing his person is to be ari"ested.
48. When a felony has been committed, and the Mayor or
Chief has reason to suspect that negligence is attributable to
the policeman on whose beat the felony has been committed,
the policeman will be required to show, by his own affiLlavit
or by the testimony of other persons, that he was strictly attending to his duty, or the officer will be subject to suspension
or dismissal at the pleasure of the Mayor.
49. The police are to notice all cases of furious dri1ing,
and arrest the offenders, to be dealt with according to the law
provided in such cases.
50. Upon the receipt of information of any crime perpetrated or about to be perpetrated within their jurisdiction, of
a character requiring the services of the Detective Department, such as burglary, robbery, &c., the lieutenants are instructed to notify the Chief of the Detecti 1e Department
at once, for the purpose of securing the co-oper::ttion of that
Department.
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151. · The officers will inform thei1•1ientcnants of any wooden
~1ildings in process of erection on their beats, and of any
other violations of the ordinances of the city, and the lieutenants are directed to re1)ort the same to the Chief.
52. Policemen are imperatively required to act courteously
toward each other, and to show the respect required by good
discipline to every member of the Force. They must act
with and assist each other in cases of emergency with promptn ess and decision. The least display of cowardice or shirking in the performance of their duties will meet with instant
dismissa.l.
53. Officers must be respectful and obed~t to their commancling officers and all superiors, and })roperly sq.lute them,
off or on duty,; ancl it is especill.lly enjoined upon the superior
officers to respect the men under their command, and to treat
them with courtesy ~nd consideration, and no profane or other
improper language will be permitted.
ARRESTS.
\

An arrest, in criminal cases, is the apprehending or detaining a person to answer to a crime or offense alleged against.
him, or of which he is suspected to be guilty. To this arrest,
all persons, without distinction, are liable, when accused of
having committed a criminal offense.
An arrest on a criminal charge may be made in any place,
or at any time, Sunday as well as any other day, and in the
night as well as in the day. time.
A l)erson who has committed a felony, or who, for reasonable
muse, is suspected of having committecl a felony, may, if he
be immediately pursued, be followecl wherever be may go, and
if he take refnae in any house, the police officer, after stating
b
' d
his office ancl obj ect, may, if permission to enter be cleme
h im, break O})en the outer door or windows, enter the house
and arrest the offender. If the police officer find the outer
door open, or it be opened to him from within, and he enters
that way, he may break open any inner door,'"a!ter proper demand and refusal, if necessary to mak e an arrest. The breaking of an outer door is in general, so violent and dangerous a

p~oceed:lng, that it must never be resorted to, except in extreme cases, and when an arrest is necessary.
Every police officer must recollect that in making· an arrest
h e I.S not justified in doing more than is' absolutely necessary'
for .the safe custody of the parties until h e conveys them to
thell' proper destination.
Persons. under arrest must be dealt with properly in all
cases. It 1s the duty of a police officer to keep prisoners safely ; but h e h as no right to punish them, and b e must not even
use language to them calculated to provoke or offend them;
for s~wh co~duct would create resistance in the })arty, and a
hostile feelmg among the bystanders toward the police officer.

,

FELONIES.

Feloni~s are offenses for which the offender, on conviction,
shall be ~1able by law to be punished with death, or by imprisonment m a State prison. The following are some of the cases
of .felony in which police officers will be most likely to be reqmred to act without a warrant from a magistrate : Murder,
manslaughter, rape, mayhem or maiming, assault and battery
by such means or force as is likely to produce death, with inte~t to commit a felo~y, "':ilfully setting fire to any building,
ship or vessel, or public bndge, or any saw mill breakino·
5 into
any building and stealing therefrom, or with intent to co mmit
a felony, robbery, grand larceny, receiving stolen goods (with
k~owl~dge that they were stolen), forgery, passing counterfe~t com or ?ank bills (with knowledge that they are counterfe~t), .or havmg them in possession, with such knowledge and
With mtent to pass th em, aiding and assisting, by any means
whatever, any prisoner in any place of confinement for felony
to escape therefrom, whether such escape be effected or not or
fo~·ci?ly rescuing any prisoner h eld in legal custody upon ~ny
cnmmal charge, concealing an offender after the commission
of. a .felony, to receive, with the knowledge of the actual commisswn of a felony, any proper ty, or gratuity, or reward, or
ahy engagement or promise therefor, upon any agreement expressed or implied, to compound or conceal the offense.
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POWER TO PREVENT FELONIES.

It is the first duty ~f n: police officer to prevent~he commis·
sion of a crime ; and fur this purpose h e has the power to arrest any person whom, from his acts, conduct, si.tnation and
character, he has just canse to suspect is about to commit a
felony. He should arrest any person found in any building,
whether inhabited or not, or in any inclosed yard, garden or
area, under such circumstances as to give just cause to suspect
that he is there with any felonious purpose. In these and
similar cases, police officers mtih judge from all the circumstances of the case, what the intention of the party is. In
some cases no doubt can exist, as when u(e party is a notorious thief, or acting with those who are known to be thieves,
or when the party is attempting to break into a house, or is
examining the doors and windows, or endeavoring to take
property secretly. If the intention of the party adm'\ts of
c~oubt, the police officer will not act hastily, but will closely
watch the suspected party, that he may discover his design.
If a police officer see any one carrying, or in any manner
conveying any goods under circumstances which lead to a
strong suspicion that they have been stolen, he should, particularly in the night, stop and examine the person, and if the
appearance and manner of the party, his account of himself
and of the goods, and all the circumstances of the case, should
leave no doubt that the goods have been ~tolen, he should arrest the person and take possession of the goods. But if the
suspicion of the police officer be slight, he should not stop
the person, but watch him to discover where the goods may
be deposited; and if he then become fully convinced that the
property has been stolen, he will make the arrest and take
charge of the goods.

ARTICLE

L.

PRIVATE AND PUBLIC PROPERTY.
ORDINANCES.
1. Pasting paperS, etc., upon wall, 8. Not lawful to ride, load or drive
any horse, mule or animal beor trees.
tween the trees or over the side·
2. Defacing buildings.
walks.
3. Cutting trees, etc.
9. Penalty $100, hort enforced.
4. Throwing brick· bats, etc.
5. Duty of officers to arrest per- 10. Book of city property, where
and how kept.
sons violating this ordinance.
6. Not lawful to take away fire
ladders or hooks.
7. Not lawful to destroy pumps,
injure trees, or hitch horses to
any tree, fence, railing, gates,
etc. Duty of Marshal.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 25th March, 1852.

1. It shall not be lawful for any person to paste or affix any Pasting, etc.,
paper or advertisement upon any building, wall or tree within ~3f11e~~ 'tfe e~
the ~ity; and for a violation of this section, the person affixing or causing the same to be affixed, or the person for whose
use and benefit the same may be done, shall be fined for each $5 fine.
offense in a sum not exceeding five dollars, one half to go to
the informer.
0

•

Ordinance 4th May, 1854.

2. No person or persons shall, within Lhe limits of the City Defacing, etc.,
of Savannah, write, carve, indite, paste, paint, or in any man- buildings.
ner deface, or cause to be written, carved, indited, pasted, painted or in any manner defaced, or write or cause to be written,
any in~J-rks or letters with any materials whatsoever, upon any
public building, the property of the City of Savannah or of
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the United States, or upon the property of any person or persons, corporation or corporatit:ms.
Cutting, etc.,
3. It shall not be lawful fOJ: any person within the limits
trees.
of the City of Savannah, to cut, destroy, or injure in any manner, any of the public trees in the streets or squares, or any
of the palings, benches, or boxes around the trees, or any
other property of the City of Savannah.
Throwing
4. It shall not be lawful for any person within the limits
brick bats, etc.
.
fl'
of the C1ty of Savannah, to cast, throw or mg any stones,
brick-bats, or any other thing in the squares, streets, lanes or
~tlleys, or in any other public place in the City of Savannah,
or in or at or against any C1f the trees or boxes around the
trees in said city.
Duty of offi5. It shall be the duty of any and every officer of the City
cers to arrest
.
.
P.ersons viola- of Savannah, who shall see an:y IJerson v10latmg any of the
ting.
provisions of this article, immec iately to arrest such person
and take him or her to the guard house, there to be detained
until discharged by the written order from the Mayor or any
$10 fine if offi- one of the Aldermen of the City of Savannah; and any officer
cer neglects.
· ·
b f
failing or neglecting so to do, shall, upon conviCtiOn e ore
the Police Court, be fined not less than ten dollars.
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erected or which may hereafter be erected in or on any street,
sqt~are, la_ne or wharf in said city, he or she shall be punished

as IS heremafter specified: P1·ovicled, nevm·theless that noth- Proviso as to
ing herein contained shall prevent the Mayor or a~ting Mayor, g.~~s~ng
or the Street .and Lane Committee, from permitting theremoval of, cuttmg down, or trimming any tree or trees, whenever ~ proper cause is made known : A ncl ]Jroviclecl, also, Duty of Marthat It shall be the duty of the City Marshal, City Police- ~Y~inelg,:~~
men
or . other public officer,
discoverinoany animal hitched
as po~md
tion and im.
. .
o
·
any
IS herembefore prohibited, not only to file an information arumalhitched
· t th
·
to a tree, etc.
agams
e owner, nder or driver of such animal but to take
the animal itself and impound it, until the pa;ment of all
fines and costs which ruay fall upon the offender, as well as
the expenses of impounding, or until good and sufficient security shall be given for the pa ::nent of such fines, costs and
expenses.
8. If any person shall ride, lead or drive any horse, mule No animal to
. any sort' driven
be rodebeor
· l usually n·'dd en or use d "10r draft, Ill
Or OtheI · anima
of carriage whatsoever within or between the double row of ~~~~~;\te:·
trees in the centre of South Broad street, or the double and~~~~~~~ or
tr~ble row of trees on the Bay (except through or across the
said tr~es, when they are intersected by the streets), or who
shall nde, lead or chive the same over any of the sidewalks or
footways within the said city, he or she shall be punished as
is hereinafter specified.
. ~· · Upon ~he c~nviction of any violation of any of the pro- Penalty $100.
VISIOns of this article, the offender may be fined in a sum not
exceeding one hunched dollars, at the discretion of the Mayo~
or per~on presiding at the Police Court, or of Council; and ·
the said fines and forfeitures may be levied, recovered, collect- How enforced.
eel and enforced in the manner prescribed by law, and one half
thereof shall be paid, when collected, to the informer, and the
remainder shall be paid to the City Treasurer for the use of
the city.

Ordinance 2d August, 1839.

6. It shall not be lawful to take away any of the fire ladders or hooks from the p~ces where they usually are or ought
hooks.
ta be deposited, under any pretence whatever, unless it be for
public purposes. •
·
·
Or to destroy
7. If any person is convicted of wantonly aestroying any
pumps.
of the public pumps, or parts belonging thereto, or of digging
Otr injure trees up, cutting down, removing or injuring any tree, post or ene c.
closure, which has been already planted or erected in or on any
street, lane, square or wharf in said city, or which may be
Ordrivehooks hereafter erected as aforesaid, or of driving any hook or other
etc., intotrees p1ece
.
. t o any ofth e t rees as a1oresa1
"
·a, wh eth er p1an t of.Iron In
Or hitch horse eel by individuals or otherwise, or of hitching any animal to
to
any tree,
pump,
etc., or any tree p l ante d as a f oresa1·d, or to any part of th e "
1ences,
to
injure
pub- ra1.1mgs,
.
lie property.
gat es or enc1osures of th e publ'IC squares, p1aces or
buildings, or to fl:EJ one of the public pumi]Js or lamp posts,
or of painting, 1~i:king, breaking, defiling or in any wise injuring any public monument or other public property, now
Not lawful to
~~~
ladders
or

•

Resolution 16th August, 1860.

10. Resolvecl, That his Honor the Mayor be authorized to
procure,
at the expense of the city' a well bound
book ' appro .
.
pnately labelled, and with index lettering, in which it shall
be the duty of the Clerk of Council forthwith to enter memo-

r

Book of city
property,
where and
how kept.
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randa of all the real property owned or held by the Corporation of Savannah, and of all existing leases of the same or
any part thereof, and the time such"leases have to run, whether
such property be within or without the corporate limits; and
of all mortgages or other liens in favor of or against the corporation, in regard to any real property; and in which book
it shall be the duty of the Clerk of Council,"!rom time to time,
to make similar memoranda of all purchases by or conveyances from said city, and of all leases, i:~mmbrances, or liens,
as they may hereafter occltr; all such memoranda to be properly indexed by said Clerk of Council, anU"such book to be
kept in the Clerk of Council's office, subject to the examination of the city authorities.

ARTICLE

LI.

PUBLIC SALES.
ORDINANCES.
1. Sales of lots at the Court House
first Tuesday in each month.
2. Marshal's advertisement.
3. How offered for sale.
4. Property to be advertised in one
column.

5. Sales of real estate.
6. Notices of re·entry.
7. No offering for sale lots under
lease until lease has expired, and
the City has actual possession.
8. A.ll other sales void.

ORDINANUES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 20th December, 1816.

1. No sale of lots or other property by virtue of any ordinance for the collection of rent, taxes, or assessments, shall
take place but on the first Tuesday of each month, at the
Court House in this city.
2. The Marshal, before selling any lots or property in arMarshal's advertisement.
rears for rent, taxes, or assessments, shall advertise the same

Sales of lots,
etc., at Court
House first
Tuesday of
each month.
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for at least thirty clays, and state (if real estate) the number
of tything, ward, square, and street of the said lot or lots, and
also the name or names of the owner or owners of the said
lot or lots as may appear in the books of the Treasurer from
the last person who paid the rent, taxes, or assessments, and
in -all cases the property so advertised shall be fully described.
3. The sale of all real estate advertised for rent, taxes, or for
Howsale.
offered
assessments due to the city, shall be made by the Marshal's
offering, in the most public and audible manner, the described
premises for lease for one year, and if no bid be given therefor; to offer the same publicly and audibly for two years, and
in the case of no bid, then to proceed until he offers the
_premises for lease for ten years, and if no bid be given at a
lease of ten years, he shall then proceed to offer the same in
fee, subject to the same conditions of the ordinances under
which the premises are held, and the said Marshal is hereby
authorized to execute a lease or leases, or deed in fee simple,
for the premises sold under this article.
4. All property advertised under this article shall be placed
Property t<? be
.
advertisedin
in one column of papers in which the same are advertised, one column.
headed" City Marshal Sales," and that in no instance (if possible) the advertisements be scattered in such papers.
5. All sales of real estate made by the Marshal or sold Salets
real
esta eofsuperunder . any ordinance
of
the
city,
shall
be
superintended
by
1"nte'!da1edcby
8peCI
.
.
.
oma speCial comm1ttee of Council, whose duty It shall be to at- mittee. of
.
.·
M
ffi
CounCil.
tend such sales, and dnect the arshal or o cer sel1mg, as
circumstances may require.
6. In all notices given by the Marshal for the re-entry of entry.
Noticee of re- •
lots, the name or names of the owner or owners, or of the
person or persons who last paid rent, shall be inserted (with
a full description of said lots,) in the advertisement.
Ordinance 19th June, 1820.

7. No lot or lots of land, store, or building belonging to Provisions as
the city and under lease, shall, at any time hereafter, be sold, fg~~~d~r
disposed of, or leased by Council or any of its officers, until lease.
the final expiration of such former lease or leases, and actual
possession of the premises vested in the city.
8. Any sale, disposition, or lease of any lot or lots, store All other sales
or building belonging to tile city, disposed of or leased con- void.
trary to this article, shall be void and of no effect.
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3. If any person shall, at any of the public pumps, wash ~~-~fo~~ •
.
.· t"wn, or any other
washed at the
any animal carnage,
cloth es of any d escnp
. Kump,
nor
thing or clo any other act whereby filth or dirt of any kmd t~~~~~ ~~n
shall 'be thrown upon or near any of the said pumps, he or o~~e~r a
she shall forfeit and pay a fine not exceeding ten dollars.
¥en~ty, $10.
1

ARTICLE

LII.

PUMPS.
ORDINANCES.
1. Pump Contractor; when elected. 3. No animal, &c., to be washed 11t
Duty. What to be specified in
the pump, nor filth or dirt thrown
proposal.
upon or near a pump. Penalty.
2. No animal to be watered within
thirty feet of a pump. Penalty.

ARTICLE LIII.

QUARANTINE, &C.
STATUTES.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 2d August, 1839.
Pump Contractor when
elected; duty.

Wbat to be
specified in
proposal.

1. At the first regular meeting in January in each and
.
every year, the Counc1l shall elect a Pump Contractor, whose
duty it shall be to keep in order the public pumps and cisterns
for the 1)eriod of one year thereafter, for such sum of money
as may be specified in the proposals of such Pump Contractor, accepted by said Council. [Amended, viz. : ordinance
15th December, 1853, says, "that the lOth section of the
above recited ordinance be amended b~ding thereto the
following words, viz.: which contract shall include the cleaning out of the wells and cess-pools to their original depth,
and when required by the Committee on Pumps, to be deepened beyond their original depth and the pumps lengthened,
there shall be an additional allowance for the same at the
rate of
per foot, which rate shall be specified in the
bid ot proposal of each person."]
Ordinance 2d August, 1839.

No animal to
be watered
within 30 feet
of a pump.

Penalty, $30.

2. If any person shall water any animal of any kind within
thirty feet of any public pump, (except the pump at the base
of the Exchange,) he or she shall be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars.

1. Who may establish hospitals.
2. Regulation of quarantine.
3. Quarantine grounds
4. Removal of vessels thither.
5. Escaping quarantine.
6. Bills of health, etc.
7. Inland travelers.
8. Duty of pilots.
9. Persons on board of vessels.
10. Proclamation as to contagions.
11. Violation of quarantine.
12. Concealment of small·pox, etc.

13.
14.
15.
16.

Fines, etc., how disposed of.
Quarantine, how certified.
Fees of health officer, how paid.
Small-pox hospitals, how provided.
17. Quarantine regulations.
18. Expenses, account of.
19. Expenses, how paid.
20. Vaccine, how distributed.
21. Spreading small-pox.
22. Violation of quarantine.

STATUTES.
Irwin's Code.
396 ·
1. ~1·
~

The cori)Ol·ate authorities of any city
or town tion,
City corpora.
etc., may
may establish in them, respectively, or in the vicimt~ thereof, ~1l~Pi.ish hoshospitals or pest houses, to be subject to su?~ regulatwns, not
contrary to law, as such corpqrate autho~·1t1es _may make, ~o
prevent the spread of infectious or contagwus d1sease~, but m
all cases where such authorities of a town may estabhsh hospitals or pest houses out of their own jurisdict~onal limits,
such establishments shall be O'llly on land acqmred by such
corporation for protection against the spread of disease within
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its own limits; in all other cases, the Justices of the Inferior
Court [now OrdinaryJ of each county, respectively, are vested
with the power to establish such hospitals and make such
regulations.
Quarantine..
2. §1397. The corporate authorities of such town may
how prescnb·
'
~d~d regula- from time to time, prescribe the quarantine to be observed by
all vessels arriving within the harbor or vicinity of such
town, and regulations therefor, not contrary to law; and such
regulations may extend to all persons, goods, and effects arriving ih such vessels, and to all persons going on board of
the same. Any person violating such regulations, or any of
them, after personal notice, or after other notice thereof, given
for five days, in such manner as may be prescribed by such
corporate authorities, or in the absence of any mode so prescribed, by notice of such regulation for five days in some
newspaper in such town, or where there is no newspaper, by
notice posted up at some public place in such town for the
same length of time, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and,
on conviction thereof, shall be liable to a fine of not more than
five hundred dollars: P1·ovided, nothing herein contained
shall prevent the infliction by the corporate authorities having power to pass ordinances or by-laws of such other penalty,
not exceeding one hundred dollars fine, in lieu of the penalty
first above named, as may be prescribed in any such ordinance
or by-law.
Quarantine
3. §1398. Any town may establish a quarantine ground
ground, how
established.
therefor at any place within the harbor, if a seaport town, but
in such manner as not to interfere with the rights of private
property; and the jurisdiction of the corporation of Savannah shall, in cases of qliarantine, extend to all ships and vessels which shall enter at any port or inlet from Ossabaw
Sound to Tybee, including all inlets, rivers, and creeks within
those limits.
Vessels maybe
4. §1399. The health officer or visiting physician of such
removed to
quaran tine
town may, under the direction of the corporate authorities,
grou nd.
·
cause any vessel arriving therein, or in the vicinity, 1f the
vessel or cargo is, in his opinion, so foul or infected as to endanger the public health, to be removed to the quarantine
ground or other proper place to be inspected; and any master,
seaman, or passenger belonging to any vessel supposed to have

QUARANTINE, ETC.

~:b.y l.~fectio~ on board, or from a port where any dangerous
mfectwus disease prevails, refusing to answer on oath such
~nqui1:ies as m.ay be maLle by any health officer relating to any
mfectwn or disease, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on
conviction, shall be liable to pay a fine of one hundred dollars.
5. §1400. If any person ordered to perform quarantine Persons escaph ll
· t•we, on complamt
·
mg or attemp~ a
escape, any JUS
thereof, on cfath, may ting
to ~scape
Issue his warrant to the Sheriff, Constable, or Town Marshal, g~~a~!W~th
to arrest and deliver such person to the custody of the officers
of the quarantine, and any person attempting to escape may
be forcibly detained at the place of quarantine Lj such officers.
6. §1401. The master of any vessel ordered to perform Master of vesquarantine shall deliver to the officer appointed to see it per- t~e~~f1\g~
formed, his bill of health and manifest, log-book, and journal; health, etc.
if he fails to do so, or to repair, in proper time, after notice,
to the quarantine ground, or shall depart thence without authority, he shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on con vic- Penalty for
tion, shall be fined in a sum not less than two hundred dol- default.
lars.
7. §1402. Any person coming into town by land from a Inland trav\Jl• f ect ed WI"th a con t agwus
•
a·1sease, may be compelled to ers
COmpelled
pl ace m
to perform
perform quarantine by the health officer, under the direction q uarantiue.
of t?e ~orporate authorities, and restrained from traveling
until discharged; and any person thus restrained travelin<Y Penalty for
before he is discharged, shall be guilty of a misdemeano;, ~~i~!0Jn~~
and, on conviction, may be fined in a sum not exceeding one
hundred dollars.
8. §1403. It shall be the duty of any pilot, before enter- Duty of pilots
ing on board of any vessel, to make strict inquiry of every p;:o~~ gg~~
master or commander of the same, as to the state of health ot vessels.
in such v,essel, and in case it be found that any malignant,
contagious, or infectious disease is on board such vessel, such
pilot shall not enter therein, under the penalty of one hundred dollars and removal from office; and any such master or
com~~nde.r, re~using to. an~wer any such reasonable inquiry,
or g1vmg false mformation m answer, may be fined in a sum·
not exceeding five hundred dollars.
9. §1404. No person being on board such ship or vessel Persons on
in which such disease shall exist, or whilst such ship or vessel ~~~~~~ ~~~
I

serve quarantint>.
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is performing quarantine, shall

come, or be permitted to cotne
on shore, or land from such vessel without permission from
the proper authority, under the penalty of fine and imprisonment, at the discretion of the court, and any person going
on board such vessel, (except the health officer or visiting
physician,) and returning without such permission, shall be
liable to the same penalty.
Proclamation
10. §1405. The Governor of this State may, by proclamaof Governor
as to contation, whenever he shall deem it n ecessary, give such orders to
gwus diseases.
.
.
.
.
prevent the spread of contagwus or mfectwus d1seases within
the State, and make such appointments and regulations concerning the same as shall by him be deemecl proper, and be
stated in such proclamation, and any person violating such
orders or regulations, may be fined or imprisoned at the discretion of any,court having jurisdiction.
Violators of
11. §1406. Any person coming into this State, by land or
quarantine
. £ec t ed Wl"th cont agwus
.
a·1sease, an d 1n
.
may be indict- wat er, f rom any p l ace 1n
ed.
violation of quarantine regulations, may be indicted in any
county in which he may be found, and, on conviction, be
fined in a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars, and be imprisoned in the common jail at the discretion of the court.
Duty of phy12. §1407. Any physician or other person who shall consicians and
others.
ceal a case of small-pox or varioloid, or any modification of
the same, within any incorporated city, town, or in any county
in this State, by not giving immediate notice thereof to the
Mayor, Intendant, or health officer, or Justices of the Inferior
[now OrdinaryJ Court, may be indicted and fined in a sum
not exceeding five hundred dollars, or imprisoned at the discretion of the court.
Fines for vio13. §1408. All fines and forfeitures arising out of the viol:!~~'h~aJi~- lation of any quarantine or other sanitary regulation shall be
posed of.
paid, after deducting the proper expense of collection, into
the treasury of the city or county, and may be expended in
,
aid of the quarantine and other sanitary laws, and toward the
support of the poor thereof. •
Performance
14. §1409. It shall be the dnty of the health officer of
~;~~~~~:e'd~· any port, or the authorized visiting physician thereof, after a
vessel shall have duly performed quarantine, to give a certificate thereof to the master or commander, under a penalty, for
every r efusal, of one hundred dollars; and in case of such

(

•

refusa1, uiJ of there being no such health office!' or a,ttencll.ng'
physician of the ]Jort or place, such certificate shall be granted
by constituted authorities of such port or place: the fee for tificate.
~ees forcersuch certificate shall be two dollars for every vessel of more
than two hundred tons, and one dollar for every vessel of not
more than two hundred tons.
15. §1410. For visiting any vessel when required, and Fees of health
.
.
.
~~~
grantmg a certificate of the health of the crew and passen- whom paid.
gers on board, the fee of the health officer or visiting physician, to be paid by the master of such vessel before she shall
be permitted to enter, shall be two dollars-coasting vessels
coming from one inlet in the State to another inlet in the
same, excepted.
16. §1411. [The Justices of the Inferior Court [now Or- Small-pox
.t•
f
·hosp1tals.
dinary J of each county, or the corporat~ au tl10n 1es o any
town or city in this State, within the limits of which the
small-pox has appeared, or may appear, are authorized and
empowered to provide a suitable hospital for those so afflicted,
and to furnish them with medical or any other attention that,
in their judgment, those so afflicted may require.]
17. §1412. [Such Justices [now Ordinary] or corporate Quaran?ne
.d
t•
l t·
t regulations.
auth orities may also prov1 e proper quaran m e regu a wns o
prevent the spread of said disease: P1·ovided, that no person
shall be forced to leave his or her home to go to the hospital
aforesaid, when the,Y are properly provided for and guarded at
their own expense; said Court shall not pay any expense of
any case so situated.]
18. §1413. [Said Court or corporate authorities shall Expenses, ac. t accoun t of all count of.
make, or cause to be ma d e, a proper ancl JUS
expenses accruing from such quarantine and other attention,
either medical or nursing, of all they may have under control,
and who submit to the regulations of said court or corporate
authorities.]
19. §1414. Said courts or corporate authorities shall have How paid.
all accounts properly audited and forward them to his Excellency the Governor, who shall draw his warrant on the treasury for the amount set forth in said account or ttecouuts.
20. §141Q.. 'l'he Governor is authorized and required to Vacdne, how
.
f'
.
.
tt distnbuted.
procure the necessary quantity o genmue vaccme ma er,
either by purchase or manufacture, at such reasonable com-
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ItA:Frs.

Spreading
small-pox.

Violation of
quaranti:!le.

RAFTS.

pensation as he may contract for, and have the san1e hans•
mitted to the Justices of the Inferior [now Ordinary] Courts
of each county in this State for immediate use.
21. §4474. Any physician, surgeon, or other person, wilfully endeavoring to spread the smn1l-pox, without inoculation, or by inoculation with mrttter of th e small-pox, or using
any oth er inoculation th an that called vaccination, unless by
special commission or authority from the Inferior Court [now
Ordinary] of the county where the small-pox shall make its
appearance, shall be indicted, and, on conviction, [shall be
punished as prescribed in section 4245 of this Code.]
22. §4475. Any person who shall come into this State,
by land or water, from any place infected with a contagious
disease, and in violation of quarantine reguhttions, shall be
indicted in any county in this State in which he may be
found, and, on conviction, [shall be punished as prescribed in
section 4245 of this Code.]

ARTICLE

LIV.
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STATUTE.
State Law, December, 1847.

1. Rafts of any kind may lie in the Savannah river forty- R
afhts may lie
48 ours near
eight hours at or near the wharves on the Savannah.
the wharves.
ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 1st November, 1791.

1. The owner or owners, consignee or consignees of any ~t1':a,~· ~~c~'e
raft of lumber or naval stores' or other person or IJersons hav- mov~
binders,
etc., m 6 hours
ing the charge, care or management of any raft of lumber or
naval stores, which at present may be in, or which may at any
time or times hereafter be brought to this port, shall immediately, or within six hours after the breaking up of such raft,
remove the frame, hoops and binder,~ , and oars thereof, or
cause the same to be removed and carried beyond high water
mark.
2. If any person or persons shall in anywise offend against Penalty $30.
this a1'ticle, or shall neglect or refuse to comply with the same,
he, she or they so offending shall, for the first offense, forfeit
and pay a sum not exceeding thirty dollars, and for every offense thereafter a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, one
half to the informer or person prosecuting for the same, and
the other half to the use of the city, to be levied on his, her or
their goods and chattels by warrant of distress and sale, under
the hand and seal of the Mayor or any of the Aldermen.
Ordinance 18th May, 1854.

RAFTS.
RTATUTE.
1. Rafts may lie forty- eight hours near the wharves.

ORDINANCE.
1. Owners of rafts to remove bind- 6. Penalty for keeping rafts longer
than four days at any other place
ers in six hours.
$ 100 per day.
2. Penalty.
7. Duty of Marshal if lumber rafts
3. Raft limits.
are found moored longer than
4. Excavation to be dug to the ex·
four days and no owner appear·
tent of two hundred feet.
in g.
5. Fig Island channel.

3. ·All rafts of timber, lumber and wood shall, after the ex- R'litlimits.
piration of four days after the same has been brought in the
Savannah front river, be confined and kept within the following limits, to wit: On the south side of said front river, to the
south side of a line drawn from the extreme point of the wharf
known as the mill wharf of W. B. Giles & Co., to the extreme
point of the wharf known as the Upper Steam Rice Mill wharf.
On the north side of said river, they shall be confined and
kept to the north side of a straight line drawn parallel to the
line of piling driven along the wharf commonly called Smets'
wharf, and forty feet south of said line of piling. The said
line so drawn, being extended east and west until it reaches
Hutchinson's Island.
27
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4. The proprietors of the shores on Hutchinson's Island,
. .
. .
w1thm the sa1d hne so drawn, be and they are hereby authorized to excavate and dig out to the extent of two hundred feet
back from the present shore line on the front river, and to such
depth as may be necessary for the confining and keeping of
rafts of timber and wood.
Fig Island
5. Nothing in this article shall be so construed as to prevent
channel.
the owners of rafts, or persons engaged in the lumber trade,
from confining and keeping their rafts in the channel known
as Fig Island channel, between Fig Island and Hutchinson's
Island.*
Pena~ty for
6. If any person or persons shall confine, keep or moor any
keepmg, etc.,
rafts longer lumber, rafts, wood or timber, at any other point or place in
than four days
.
at any other the Savannah front nver for a longer period than four days afplace,$lOOper
h
h
b
. t o th e Savannah nver
.
. h"m
day.
ter t e same as een b rough t m
w1t
the limits of the City of Savannah, such person or persons so
offending shall, on conviction before the Police Court, having
first been duly notified to attend the same by a summons, to
be served by the City Marshal or a City Policeman on the person so offending, specifying the time and place of the meeting
of the same, which summons may be served on the owner of
the ~aid lumber, wood, raft or timber, or any person found in
charge of the same, be fined in a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars for each day that the same may have been confined,
IIf ored, or kept, contrary to the provisions of this article,
one half of the fine to be paid to the informer, the other half
to be paid into the city treasury: and that said raft, lumber,
wood or timber shall be subject to the payment of said fine,
which shall be paid within twelve hours after the same shall
How collected. have been imposed; and in default of such payment, it shall
be the duty of the City Marshal, under and by virtue of an
execution to be issued by the Clerk of Council, to proceed to
levy upon said raft or rafts, lumber, wood, or timber, and
after advertising the same for two days, he shall proceed to
sell the same for the payment of the said fine and all costs and
expenses.
Iflumber
7. If any lumber, rafts, wood or timber, shall be found
rafts, etc.,
are moored at any pomt
.
· the Savanna11 f ron t nver,
·
"iOr
found
moored
or place m

Excdavation tot
ug 200 1ee

be

longer
than
days, and
no4 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- - - owner appear- *This channel has been closed, for several years, on the Savannah
ing, duty of
.
:Marshal, etc. s1de.

a

longer period than four days after the same has been brought
into the river within the limits of the City of Savannah, and
no person shall appear to be the owner, or have charge of the
said lumber, rafts, wood or timber, it shall be the duty of the
City Marshal or any City Policeman to seize the said lumber,
rafts, wood or timber, and to report the facts to the person
holding the Police Court, when a fine of not exceeding
one hundred dollars shall be imposed by the said Court
for each day that the same may have been confined, moored or
kept contrary to the provisions of this article, one half of the
fine to be paid to the informer, the other half to be paid into
the city treasury; and the said Marshal shall, under and by
the written order and direction of the person holding the
.Police Court, after advertising the same for two days, proceed
to sell the same for the payment of the said fine and all
costs and expenses, and shall pay over the residue of the proceeds of said sale to the owner of the said lumber, rafts, wood
or timber, or to any person by him duly authorized to receive
the same.

ARTICLE LV.

REAL ESTATE-ASSESSMENTS.
ORDINANCES.
1. Assessors of real property, three 3. Written report, when made.
to be appointed by the Mayor at 4. Assessment of real estate and
first regular meeting of Council
improvements. When made, of
in January, to continue in office
improvements- semi-annual ; of
for three years, subject to remoland annual. Return of Assesval, etc.
sors. Appeal from.
2. Their oath.
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ORDINANCES, .AS .AMENDED.
Ordinance 29th October, 1857.
Assessors of
real estatehow appointed.

Their oath.

Their duties.

Written report, when
made.

1. It shall be the duty of the Mayor of the city, by and
with the advice and consent of the .Aldermen, to appoint at
the first regular meeting of Council in January, three fit and
proper persons, being owners of real property in said city, who
shall continue in office for three years, subject to suspension
and removal as other city officers, and whose duty it shall be
to assess the value of all real property in said city in the manner hereinafter pointed out.
2. Said assessors shall respectively, before entering on the
duties of their office, take and subscribe before the Clerk of
Council, the following oath or affirmation, to wit: I, (.A. B.)
do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will perform the duties of
assessor of real property in the City of Savannah, impartially
and without favol· or affection to any person or persons; and
that I will make a just and true return of all my actings and
doings as such assessor, to the best of my knowledge and belief. So help me God.
3. Said assessors shall proceed to view all the real property
within the limits of said city, subject to taxation, and to determine and assess the value of the same, and where they differ in opinion as to the value of such property, the majority
shall determine such value; and they shall make a written report of such assessment to the City Treasurer, as hereinafter
specified; designating in such report the location and valuation of all real property viewed and assessed by them, as
nearly as possible by the numbers of the lots; and distinguishing between the value of lots, and buildings, &c., upon them,
such assessment to be subject to the approval of Council, and
there shall be no appeal except as hereinafter stated.
Ordinance 22d December, 1870.

Assessment of
real estate and
improvements

When made.

4. That so much of any ordinance of said city as requires
.
that any assessment of the value of real estate and Improvements shall stand until the assessment in the third year thereafter, be and the same is hereby so modified as that assessments
of the value of land shall be annual, and be made between the
first day of January and the first day of February, in each and
every year; and the assessment of the value of improvements

REGISTRY OF VOTERS.

~1

shall be semi-annual, and shall be made between the first of valuation
Assessment
of of
and
between
the
first
of
imp~ovements
J anuary and the first of February,
.
sem1-annual.
J ul y an d th e fi rst of .August, m each and every year; and the
written report of the assessors shall, in every instance, be re- Returns of
turned to the City Treasurer, by or before the said first days assessors.
of February and .August, respectively. .And the report of the
assessors shall remain open for inspection in the Treasurer's
office for thirty days after the report is so returned; and any
objections to any assessment shall be made in writing and filed Appeal from
. t•10n of th e t h.1rty sessors.
return of as1.n th e T reasurer ' s offi ce b ef ore th e expna
days as aforesaid; and, unless otherwise ordered by Council, Time.
such assessment shall stand until the succeeding assessment.

.ARTICLE LVI.

REGISTRY OF VOTERS.
[For Registry of Voters at municipal elections, see .Article
1st of this Code. J
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STATUTES.
STREET RAIL ROAD-SAVANNAH, SKIDAWAY AND SEABOARD
RAIL ROAD COMPANY.

ARTICLE

LVII.

ROADS.
STATUTES.
1. Ordinance 22d July confirmed.l3. State not to have the power of
2. Ten years extended to thirty
withdrawing franchise.
years.
ORDINANCES.
1. Exclusive right during the franchise over all the streets in the
City of Savannah, excepting
streets intersected by squares
and those less than forty-five
feet iu width.
2. Railway to be in running order
within three years.
3. Rate of speed.
4. Track to be laid down in the
best and most improved mode
of constructing street railways.
5. Rate of fare not to exceed ten
cents for any distance in city
limits.
6. Cars to run at least four times
a day.
7. Company to pay all damages to
private individuals.
8. Company to have preference to
right of way o v e r extended
streets.
9. City in no case liable for damages.
10. Company not to be taxed for
four years.
11. Company subject to police regulations.
12. Grade of track not to interfere
with grade of street.
13. Track to be laid in the centre
of street.

14. Cars to have right of way over
tracks, turnouts, etc., to exclusion of teams.
15. Company authorized to construct their ra1lway and run
their cars on certain streets.
16. Right of way granted to Shell
Road Company.
17. Transport of iron, etc., over
paved road, lengthwise and not
crosswise.
18. Vehicles keep to the right. Fine
twenty dollars.
19. Duty of Marshal, etc.
20. Half fine to informer.
21. Plank road, what to mean.
22. Flange wheels, how conveyed.
23. Tax on locomotives $10, on rail
road cars $5. Penalty double
amount of tax.
24. Locomotives and cars manufac·
tured in city relieved from tax.
25. A.. & G. Rail Road authorized
to lay its track across Thunderbolt road.
26. Top of rail shall be on a level
with the old road.
27. Rate of speed, etc.
28. A.. & G. Rail Road authorized
to erect swinging gates at crossing.

[By act of the General Assembly, passed 20th December,
1866, William R. Symons and others, their associates and assigns, were made a body corporate, by the name and style of
the "Savannah, Skidaway and Seaboard Rail Road Company"
-Pamphlet acts of 1866, p. 130. On 28th September, 1868,
the said act was amended by "An act to confirm an ordinance
of the City of Savannah, granting the right of the Savannah,
Skidaway and Seaboard Rail Road Company to construct a
street railway over the streets in said city, and to grant further
rights and privileges to said rail road company, and to amend
its charter."-Pamphlet acts J 868, p. 113. For the authority
of the city in the premises, see Article I of this work, containing sections 4752 to 4755, inclusive, of the Revised Code
of Georgia, known as Irwin's.Code. Only the aforesaid act of
1868, refers to the street railway in Savannah, and those sections bearing on the subject are hereby inserted.]
State Law 28th September, 1868.

1. (§1.) .t}ll the rights, privileges and franchises granted ~~~~~'irr!d
to and conferred on the Savannah, Skiclaway and Seaboard ed.
Rail Road Company by the corporation of the City of Savannah, through its common council, by ordinance dated and
passed on July 21 [22], 1868, be and the same are hereby confirmed as fully as if the same had been granted by this General
Assembly.
2. (§2.) That the time of ten years, granted by said ordi- £ee:d~J~~st~;.
nance for the enjoyment of said franchise, be and the same is ty years.
hereby extended to thirty years.
3. (§4.) That the State shall not have the power of with- state not to
· the franch1se
· granted to sa1'd Savannah , Sk'd
power of
drawmg
1 away have
withdrf!-wing
and f¥laboard Rail Road Company, either in the act granting franchise.
its charter, or in this act extending and confirming its franchises and charter.
[§6. Repeals "all other acts and ordinances in conflict with
this act."]
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ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 22d July, 1868.
Exclusive
right during
the franchise
over certain
streets.

1. That the Savannah, Skiclaway and Seaboard Rail Road
Company shall have the exclusive right of way for the time
for which this franchise is granted, over all the streets in the
City of Savannah, excepting such streets as are intersected by
squares and those of less than forty-five feet in width, for the
purpose of connecting their line of railway with the streets of
the city by horse railway cars or carriages, and for transportation of passengers and their baggage, and to construct a street
rail road and such branches, switches, turnouts and side tracks
as may be necessary in and along said streets, and to use, own
and operate the said road and cars for the full term of ten
years, and for such further time as may be granted by the Legislature of Georgia.
~ailwaY: to be
2. That said company shall, within three years from this
In runrung or.
.
.
.
der within a date, have their street railway m runmng order through West
years.
Broad from Liberty to Bay, through Bay to East Broad,
through East Broad to Gaston, and through Whitaker from
Bay to Anderson, and through Drayton from Bay to Anderson; penalty forfeiture of this franchise.
Rate of speed.
3. That said company shall not run its street cars at any
point at a rate of speed greater than that allowed by present
or future ordinances of this city for other vehicles.
Track, how to
4. That the tracks of said street rail road shall be laid down
be laid.
in the best and most approved mode of constructing street
railways, and said streets and parts of streets so used by said
company for their railway tracks, switches, turnouts, crossings,
and sidings shall be kept, for at least two feet outside of said
track, in as good repair and condition as the said corporation
keeps the balance of said streets, and of even grade .with the
streets (excepting in cases of re-grading), so that carriages
and other vehicles can cross said street railway track with ordinary ease.
Rate of fare.
5. That for one mile or any less distance of travel on said
road, the rate of~re shall not (except by permission of said
City Council) exceed ten cents, for any distance within the
city limits. No freight shall be carried except the usual personal baggage of passengers or persons going to or returning
from market,
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6. That the said company
shall run their cars at least four least
Cars to run at
.
.
four
times per clay over Whitaker and Drayton streets, between six times a day.
o'clock, A. M., and nine o'clock, P. M.
7. That all damages which may be sustained by private in- Company to
. "dual s f rom th e use an d occupa t"IOU of t h en
. property, in !lgestoprivate
pay alldamdlVl
exercising the rights herein granted, shall be met and paid by mdiVIduals.
said company, and that the City of Savannah is in no instance
to be responsible or liable therefor.
8. That said company shall have preference to the right of Company to
. City.
. ence
have preferway over· sueh st ree t s as may b e extended or made by sa1d
to right
·a
C"t
f
S
h
h
·
.
ofwayover
1 y o avanna s all m no case be liable extended
9. Th at sal
for any damage which may be sustained by digging or other stree~s.
· repaumg
· ·
·
.
C1iy m no case
unavm"dable wor·k m
or 1aymg
gas or water p1pes
liable for damnow running or to be run along any streets in Savannah; but age.
the said city shall in no case tear up or undermine said tracks
to lay down any new pipes or ducts for gas or water, without
re-laying said track.
10. That there shall be no tax levied and collected by the Company not
"t
f S
.
to be taxed for
C1 y o avannah from said company for the space of four four years.
years from the passage of this ordinance.
11. That said company and its agents shall be under the Company sub. regu
• 1at"wns an d l"1ab le to fine as other persons for ject
to police
same po1we
regulajjons.
violation of the ordinances of said Citv of Savannah.
12. That the grade of the track of s~id street rail road shall Grade of track
·
. the usual fere
not to interno t, wh en 1"t can poss1"bly be avm"ded, mterfere
w1th
with
.
.
. grade of street
or nat ural gra d e of any street t h rough whwh It may be la1d.
And the City Surveyor shall fix the grade of said track always City Surveyor,
in advance of the laying thereof, so that the work of said com- etc.
pany shall not be delayed. And the grade thus fixed and built
on by said company shall not be altered by said city at the expense of said company.
13. That said track shall be laid in the centre of each street Track to be
· h "t
.
la1d m the centhrough wh lC 1 may pass, and shall not mterfere with the tre of each
draina~e system of the city.
street.
14. That the cars of. said. company shall have the right of right
Cars"to have
of way
way on and. over the1r said railway tracks, turnouts and over tracks,
·t h
t th
1 ·
f
turnouts, etc.,
sw1 c es, o e exc uswn o all teams and vehicles (except the to the exclu·
t
·
BIOn of teams.
fi re appara us m cases of fire), and any person or persons who
shall obstruct said track by occupying the said track or any
part thereof, or otherwise retard the proO"ress of said cars afo

'
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ROADS.

ROADS.

the car bell, or whistle, or other proper
to such fines and penalties as are now
provided for by the ordinances of the City of Savannah, for
every such offense; such fine to be imposed by the Police
Court o~ Savannah for a violation of this article, but without
expense m any case to the city.
[By ordinance of 29th March, 1871, so much of the second
section of the foregoing ordinance as requires the said company
"to have their street railway in running order through Drayton street, from Bay to Anderson street, within three years
from the date of that ordinance," was repealed; and by ordinance of 15th April, 1871, the said second section was further
"amended so as to extend the time Within which the said company shall have their railway in running orcler, through East
Broad street, to the end of six months after they shall have
been notified by the Mayor, or acting Mayor, that the sewer
now under construction in East Broad street has been completed to Broughton street."]

or through Bay street, East Broad street, or West Broad street,
as in any way to interfere with the right of the public to the
free use of said streets, or to injure or interfere with the right
of the owners or lessees of :rroperty along said streets to the
proper use and enjoyment of such property."]
[On 18th August, 1869, Council passed an ordinance, granting said railway company the privilege of laying their track
and running their cars through Abercorn, instead of Drayton
street, on certain terms and conditions, provided the said company should obtain from the General Assembly, at its then next
session, the right to run their road through said Abercorn
street, etc. Such right was not granted by the Legislature;
and therefore the ordinance was ineffective.]

t~~ due notice give~ by
s1gn~l, shall be subJect

Ordinance 13th October, 1869.
f~~~~yt au-

0

15. In view of the privilege heretofore granted to the Savannah, Skidaway and Seaboard Rail Road Company for the laying
~~~ ~~c!~f~n of a track and the running of cars in certain parts of East Broad
streets.
stree~, "yY est Broad street and Bay street, the said company be
an~ 1t IS hereby authorized to construct their railway and run
thmr cars on the east side of East Broad street and the east
side of West Eroad street, leaving the western a~d paved sides
of said two last named streets unobstructed for the use of
other vehicles; and to construct their railway and run their
cars on the n?rth side of the central or traveled part of Bay
street: P1·omded, always, that the privileges in this ordinance
granted, shall be subject to the same rules, limitations andrestrictions as govern said company in their right in or on said
street.s by ~rdinance existing immediately before the passing
of this ordmance. [Amended by declaratory ordinance of 7th
July, 1870, w~ich says=." That the said abdve de~bed ordinance, passed m Council on the thirteenth day of October, in
the year 1869, has not and shall not have the meaning, force
or ~ffect to authorize said Savannah, Skidaway and Seaboard
Ra1l Road Company so to lay their track or run their cars, in .

~g~h.t~~~;ay
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SKIDAWAY SHELL ROAD COMPANY.

Ordinance 4th August, 1869.

16. The right of way is hereby granted to the Skidaway granted
Right of way
to
Sh e11 R oad Company over so much of the bed of the present shell Road
shell road of said company as runs through a part of the Pest Company.
House tract--the said encroachment of said road on said tract
being about one hundred and seventy-five yards in length, and
about six feet in the greatest breadth: Provided, always, that
such right of way hereby granted shall continue in said company, or its corporate successors, so long only as said road may
be used as a shell road, according to its present design or purpose, and be kept in order as such.
PAVED ROAD-(FORMERLY PLANK ROAD.)

Ordinance 24th February, 1853.

17. All rail road iron, bar iron, boilers, hoop-poles, timber, Transport of
plank, boards and lumber, shall be transported lengthwise, ~~~~.f~~9.~7er
.
.
. lengthwise
an d no t Cl ossWJse, upon any truck, car, wagon, dray or veh1cle a~d not crossof any description passing over the paved roads, or through Wise.
any of the streets within the limits of the City of Savannah,
and for every violation of this section, the person so offending
shall be fined in a sum not exceeding twenty dollars.
Vehicl~s keep
. 18. .All vehicles of every description shall keep to the right tothenght;
m passmg over the paved roads, and for every violation of this fine $20.

'
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Duty of Marshal, etc.

Half fine to
informer.

ROADS.

section the person or persons offending shall be fined in a sum
not exceeding twenty dollars.
19. It shall be the duty of the City Marshal and City Police to see that the provisions of this article are strictly enforced.
20. Every person informing of a violation of this article
shall be entitled to receive one half of the fine imposed.
Ordinance 30th August, 1860.

"Plank road,"
what to mean.

21. That whenever, in any of the ordinances of the city,
·
heretofore passed, reference IS
ma de to t h e roa,d on Bay an d
West Broad streets, formerly known as the plank road, such
reference shall hereafter be construed to mean the present
paved or Macadamized road leading from the wharves at the
eastern portion of the city, over Bay and West Broad streets,
to or near the depot of the Central Rail Road ; and, in that
particular, all such ordinances are hereby amended.
Ordinance 3d September, 1857.

Flange wheels,
how conveyed
Penalty $50.

22. All flange wheels, belonging to or appertaining to locomotive engines or rail road cars, shall be conveyed upon such
conveyance as shall lift such flange wheels from off the paved
road; and any person or persons violating the above shall be
subject to a fine of fifty dollars, one half of such fine to be
paid to the informer.
Ordinance 29th October, 1857.

Tax on locomotives, etc.

When paid,
etc.
Penalty.

23. The owner or agent of the owner of every locomotive
or railroad car drawn over the plank or Macadamized road
shall pay therefor the sums following, to wit : For every locomotive, the sum of ten dollars ; for every other rail road car,
other than coal cars, the sum of five dollars; for every coal
car, or car transported on drays or trucks, and not exceeding
three tons in weight, the sum of three dollars; said sums to
be paid at or before the passing of such locomotive or other
car over the said plank or Macadamized road; and if any person or persons shall so draw or cause to be drawn over the said
plank or Macadamized road any such locomotive or other car,
without paying for the same the the tax herein specified, such
person or persons shall, upon conviction before the Mayor in
the Police Court, be fined in double the amount of such tax,
one half of such fine to be paid to the informer.

ROADS.
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24. [Amended by ordinance of 19th December, 1860, which ~~go:~~;;,e:n
relieves "from the imposition of such tax all locomotives and ~~c;~~~~!'.i
rail road cars manufactured in the City of Savannah."]
from tax.
Ordinance 9th November, 1870.

25 That the Atlantic and Gulf Rail Road Company may A. & G. Rail
·
Th
Road authorand is hereby authorized to lay its rail road track across
un- ized to lay its
.
.d
d track across
derbolt road, at a point near the bnck culvert on sa1 roa , Thunderbolt
.
th e east ern road.
and between said culvert and the stone mark mg
limit of the city near said culvert, the right of way across said
road to be seventy-five feet in width, measuring thirty-seven
and one half feet perpendicularly on each side of the centre of
said rail road track.
26. That the said rail road track shall be so constructed ;'~J>u0£er~~ a
that the top of the rail shall be on a level with the grade of ~~~~1• with old
said road, and in such manner as to offer no impediment to
the passage of persons, animals or vehicles over said track.
27. That the rate of speed at which the locomotives or cars !~~e of speed,
of said company, or of any other company or companies, or
person or persons, shall pass over said road shall not exceed
five miles per hour, and the said company shall cause to be
erected one or more sign boards, at or near the place where
the said rail road shall cross said road, with such notice painted
or inscribed on said sign board or boards as shall by day distinctly notify passengers on said road of such place of crossing, and by night said rail road company shall cause sue~
place of crossing to be indicated by at le~st two g?od ancl sufficient lights, to be placed one on each s1de of said.Thunderbolt road, where the locomotive or cars as aforesmd may be
crossing said road.
28. That the said Atlantic and Gulf Rail Road Company to:d~;,_~~~
is hereby authorized to erect such swinging or lifting gates at ~~~~7n~~i\es
the place where said rail road may cross said road as may be atcrossing.
swung or dropped across said road at the time when the locomotive or cars of said company, o:r of any other company or
companies, or person or persons may be actually crossing said
road, and at no other time or times.
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SABBATH.

ARTICLE

S.A.l3BA'rlf.

LVIII.

SABBATH.
ORDINANCES.
1. Disturbing congregations.
2. No business on the Lord's day.
3. No goods to be sold on the
Lord's day.
4. No wagoner to ply about the
city.
5. No vessel or water· craft to load,
&c.
6. No tavern keeper to suffer feast·
ing, gaming, &c.
7. No public sports.
8. Marshal to walk or ride through
the City during divine service.
9. Fines, how collected.
10. Prosecution must commence in
thirty days.
11. Duty of Marshal to arrest and
report offenders.

12. Doors and windows of shops,
stores, &c., to be closed.
13. No selling of goods, except
medicines, ice, and milk.
14. Penalty $20 to $100.
15. Not lawful for funeral or any
other procession to march
through the streets on the Sab·
bath accompanied with field or
other music.
16. Lawful to sell soda water and
ice·cream, but the same cannot
be hawked about the streets.
17. Barber shops may be kept open
until10 o'clock, A. M.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
·Ordinance 11th April, 1839.
Disturbin~
congregations,
public
worship, &c.

Penalty $100.

1. If any person or persons whosoever, shall disturb any
.
· Stat e, wh o are ascongregat10n
tolerated b y t h e 1aws of th IS
sembled together at any church or public place of worship to
perform divine service, or shall cause any riot or disturbance
thereabout, or therein, he, she, or they shall, for every such
offense, be subject to a fine not exceeding one h1mdred dollars,
and in default of payment of the same, it shall be lawful,
on conviction before the Police Court, for the Mayor to commit him or them to the common jail for a space of time not
exceeding ten days.

'
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2. No tradesman laborer or other person whatsoever shall No business on
'
'
the Lord's Day
do or exercise any labor or business of their ordinary calling
on the Lord's Day, (works of necessity, charity, and the absolute and necessary avocations of the family excepted) and
every person of the age of discretion, or fifteen years and upwards, offending herein, shall, for every such offense, be liable
Penalty S100·
to a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars.
3. No person whatsoever shall publicly cry, show forth, or Nodgoodtshto be
so1 on e
expose to sale in any ·shop, store, warehouse, or other place, Lord's Day.
any goods, wares, merchandise, fruit, herbs, or anything whatsoever, except medicines and ice, upon the Lord's Day, or any
part thereof, nor sell, nor barter the same, upon pain that
every person so offending shall forfeit the goods so cried,
shown forth, or exposed to sale, and be liable to be fined in a Penalty $100.
sum not exceeding one h1mdred dollars: Provided always, Proyi.so as to
that nothing herein contained shall be construed to prohibit families.
the dressing of victuals in families, or the dressing and selling to any persons of victuals and refreshments in any inn,
tavern, or victualing house, nor the baking of bread, if it be
done early in the morning, nor the slaughtering of meat after
divine service in the afternoon.
4. No wagoner, carter, drayman, butcher, driver, or their No wagoner,
etc., to ply
servant or servants, or other persons whatsoever, shall ply about the city.
about the city with their wagons, carts, or drays, nor load or
unload any goods, wares, merchandise, or produce, except the
baggage of passengers, nor drive cattle, sheep or swine, within
the jurisdiction of the same on the Lord's Day, or any part
thereof, under the penalty of fine not exceeding one hundred Penalty $100.
dollars for each and every such offense.
5. No vessel, boat, or water craft of any kind whatever, No vessel or
water craft to
shall be allowed to load or unload at any of the wharves or load or unload
docks of this city on the Lord's Day, (cases of imminent
·danger or urgent necessity only excepted,) under the penalty Penalty $100.
of a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars.
6. No tavern-keeper, inn-keeper, or other person keeping No person to
any house of entertainment, shall suffer any feasting, drink- ~,:e;f~~~~.
ing, gaming, rioting, or other disorderly or indecent conduct etc.
whatsoever, on the Lord's Day, within their houses, outhouses, or enclosures, under a penalty of a fine not exceeding
one hundred dollars for each and every such offense.
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'}'. No public sports or pastimes, as bear-baiting, bull-bait~
ing, cock-fighting, horse-racing, riding race horses through the
streets of the city, or for exercise from stables, foot-ball, shooting, hunting or fishing, interludes or plays, dancing, singing,
fiddling, or other music for the sake of merriment, or any other
sports or pastimes or disorderly conduct whatsoever, shall be
Penalty $100. used on the Lord's Day, and all and every person or persons
offending in the premises, shall forfeit, for every such offense,
a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars.
Marshal, etc.,
8. For the better preservation of decorum and good order
0
{~~~~h [b~de on the Lord's Day, the Marshal, attended by two or more
~ ~~~~~e~- Constables, is hereby required, on every Sunday, during divine
service, to walk or ride through the city to observe, suppress,
and apprehend all offenders whatsoever, who shall be found
acting contrary to the intent and meaning of this article, and
Enter public to enter into any public house, tippling house, dram shop,
places, etc.
cook shop, or other house or enclosure wherein they hear any
riot, noise, or indecent behavior, or wherein they suspect any
assembly of disorderly persons, for the purpose of suppressing
Ifrefused ad- the same and apprehending the offenders. And in case ad=ttance.
mittance or entrance be refused, then the said Marshal or
Constables are required to apply to the Mayor or to any Magistrate of the city, for a wan-ant or order to break open any
of the doors of the said house or enclosure, and enter therein.
And any person or persons who shall refuse entrance to the
Penalty $100. officers aforesaid, shall, for every such offense, be liable to a
fine not exceeding one hundred dollars.
9. The fines, penalties, and forfeitures herein imposed,
Fines, how
collected.
shall be levied and recovered in the usual manner, and applied, one half to the informer or informers, who shall prosecute the same to effect, and the other half to the use of the
city.
10. No person shall be prosecuted or molested for any ofProsecution
must be commenced in 30 fense contained in this article, unless such prosecution be
days.
commenced within thirty days after the offense was committed.
No public
sports, etc.

Ordinance 16th April, 1846.
Duty of Mar-

11. It shall be the duty of the Marshal, City Sheriff, and •

~~s~~dt~e- policemen, to anest and report all offenders against this
port offenders.

SABBATH.
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all such as in his

judgment and wisdom shall seem equitable
and just as violations of other ordinances for the good ord~r,
pea.ce, and dignity of the said city.
Ordinance 27th July, 1854.

12. Every person who shall hereafter keep within the City Doors and
. . a·wtwna
. 11"Jml•ts, sh op, s t ore, closed.
wmdows to be
of Savannah or 1•ts ex t encl ed JUriS
bar-room, tavern, oyster-house, or cellar, confectionery, eating-house, porter, ale, or beer-house, shall, on every Saturday
night at twelve o'clock, close and keep shut the door or doors,
and window or windows of such shop, store, bar-room, bar in
or attached to a tavern, oyster-house, or cellar, confectionery, eating-house, porter, ale, or beer-house, until the hour of
twelve o'clock Sunday night.
13. No person whatsoever shall exchang-e, barter, sell, or No good s to be
~
sold on 8 unoffer or expose for sale, after twelve o'clock on every Saturday day,.except
·
h
d
·
1
S
d
.
mediCmes, ICe,
mg t, an until twe ve o'clock un ay mght, any goods, and milk.
wares, merchandise, fruits, herbs, malt, vinous, or spirituous
liquors, or any other strong drink, or any other thing whatsoever, except medicine, ice, and milk.
14. If any person or persons shall violate any of the pro- Penalty.
visions of this article, he, she, or they shall, upon conviction
thereof before the Police Court, be fined in a sum not less
than twenty dollars, nor more than one hundred dollars for
each and every violation- one half of such fine to be paid to
the informer; the other half into the City Treasury.
Ordinance 6th February, 1867.

15. It shall not be lawful for any funeral or other proces- Not lawful for
·
· d m1·1·t
· t o march funeral
or any
swn,
excep t regu 1ar1y organize
1 ary companies,
other proces•
sion
to
or move t h rough any of the streets or oth er thoroughfares of through march
the
said city on the Sabbath or Lord's Day, which procession ~~~~~~~c~he
shall be accompanied with field or other music, except by the '{,~ftn~/3~r
written permission of the Mayor or Acting Mayor of said other music.
city, under the penalty of one hundred dollars on every person
guilty of a violation of this ordinance; and every person
found in such procession with music as aforesaid, on the Sabbath or Lord's Day, where no such written permission shall
have been granted, shall be deemed guilty of a violation of
this ordinance.

article to the Mayor, whose duty it shall be to fine or punish

28
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434

Ordinance 24th May, 1860.
Barber shops
may be kept
open untillO
A. M., on Sunday.
Proviso.

16. It shall hereafter be lawful for every person keeping a
barber shop within the limits of Savannah, to keep open such
shop on Sunday or Lord's Day, until the hour of ten in the
morning of such clay, and no longer : P1·oviclecl, nevertheless,
that this permission shall not be extended, or be construed to
extend, to any shop within said city or its extended or jurisdictional limits, to which shop a bar-room is or may be in
any wise attached.
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SA.VANN A.H RIVER, RICE CHAFF, ETC.

shall be removed to a lJroper distance by the City Marshal at
the expense of said owner or agent.
2. It shall not be lawful for any person or persons to throw No rice cha1f,
cast, or deposit, or to cause to be cast, thrown or deposited i~ ~~~c,!~ ~~to
Savanna
· h nver,
··
. . theSavannah
or on 1't·s b an k s be1ow h'1gh water mark, w1thm
river.
the extended jurisdictional limits of the City of Savannah,
rice chaff or any substance of whatever nature or kind which
might in any degree lessen the depth of the water in said
river, or any part thereof within the limits aforesaid, and each
and every person so offending shall, for each and every such Penalty $100.
offense, be fined in a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars.
Ordinance 18th April, 1866.

•
ARTICLE

LIX .

SAVANNAH RIVER, RICE CHAFF, ETC.
ORDINANCES.
1. No rice chaff to be exposed to 3. Not lawful to throw from any
water craft any substance into
sun or rain within half a mile of
Savannah river which might les·
city limits.
sen depth of water.
2. No rice chaff or any substance
whatever to be thrown into the 4. Harbor !lhster to incorporate in·
to his rules provisions of this or·
Savannah river.
dinance, etc.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 2d August, 1839.
No rice chaff
to
to be
sunexposed
or rain,

~~l~i~lt~! a
city limits.
Penalty $100.

It shall not be ln.wful for any owner or agent of a steam
· a 1arge h eap or
m1'll to expose or cause t o b e exposed In
any oth er manner, the chaff produced by the said mill, so as to
subject it to the influence of the sun and rain, within the distance of half a mile from the present corporate limits of the
city. And for a violation of the provisions of this section,
the person so offending may be fined in a sum not exceeding
one hundred dollars for each and every such offense, and the
said chaff shall be removed by him, or on failure to do so, it
1.

.
nee

3. It shall not be lawful for any person to throw, cast, or Not lawful to
deposit, or cause to be thrown, cast or deposited in Savannah ;t;;;-;~~r~
river, or on its banks below high water ma:rk within the ex- ~[:~~:~i~~b
tended jurisdictional limits of the City of Savannah, from ~~~f;j;~~~er
any steamer or sailing vessel, or from the shore, any ashes, ~?v~~~:rc~ah
ballast, rice chaff, refuse matter, or any substance of whatever
nature or kind which may in any degree lessen the depth of
water in said river, or any part thereof within the limits aforesaid; and each and every person so offending shall, for each
and every such offense, be fined in a sum not exceeding one
hundred dcrllars on conviction before the Police Court, one
half of the fine to be paid to the informer and the other half
into the city treasury, and in case such offense be committed
from or on board of any vessel, then the owner or owners, captains and consignee or consignees of such vessel shall be liable
for the payment of such fine.
4. The Harbor Master is hereby required to incorporate HarborMaster
the provisions of the third section of this article into his rules ~-dM~~g~~~~te
and to furnish a copy thereof to every vessel visiting this port: f~i~~~~\1~:.nce
etc.

SCAVENGER AND SINK CONTRACTOR.
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ARTICLE

LX.

SCAVENGER AND SINK CONTRACTOR.
ORDINANCES.
1. Occupants of houses to sweep 13. Persons keeping

2,
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

foot-walks.
Tenants to keep in their yards
a box or barrel for rubbish.
Not lawful to pflt dead animals
into streets, lanes, or squares,
etc.
Duty of stable-keepers relative
to horses.
House-holders to k e e p their
premises clean.
Penalty on Superintendent for
neglect.
Penalty on other persons.
Scavenger's Department by contract.
Duty of Superintendent.
Other duties.
Duty to see that the squares are
daily examined, and to remove
rubbish.
To take charge of the Pound.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

more than
three animals.
Cleaning sinks, vaults and privies given out by contract.
Duty of Sink Contractor.
Charges of Sink Contractor.
Compensation, how and when
payable.
Permission for removal of contents of sinks, etc.
Sink Contractor must give notice to owner or occupant of
premises.
Regulations for removing contents of sink, privy, vault, etc.
Hours during which contents
may be removed.
Penalty on owners refusing to
have sink cleaned.
No person other than Sink Contractor allowed to empty sinks.
Repealing ordinance.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 15th August, 1839.
f
1· All occupants of houses, merchants, shop-keepers,dgrots
Occupan o
houses, etc., to I'S and tradesmen (carrying on trades under roof an resweep foot- ce
'
d · th
walks.
siding above the bluff,) shall be compelled every ay m ~
week before seven o'clock, A. M., to sweep the foot-walk be
fore their respective houses and lots, or so much of the lot as
is occupied by each, for the space of six feet from the foundation of the house, piazza, railing or fence (as the case may be),

SCAVENGER AND SINK CONTRACTOR.
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and collect the rubbish therein and therefrom, and deposit the
same ready for the scavenger's cart.
2. The owners, tenants or occupiers of houses shall keep Tenants to
. .
.
keep in their
wrthm their yards or enclosures, respectively, a box or barrel yards a box or
,
.
.
.
.
barrel for ruboi suffiCient srze, in whiCh shall be cleposrted all the offal, filth, bish, etc.
rubbish, dirt and other matter generated in said building and
enclosure, and the said filth of every description as aforesaid,
shall be placed in said box or barrel, from the :first day of April
to the first day of November, before the hour of seven o'clock,
A.M., and from the first day of November (inclusive) to the
last day of March (inclusive), before the hour of eight o'clock,
A. M., and such matter so placed shall be daily removed (Sundays excepted) by the Superintendent, to such places without
the city as shall be designated by the Mayor or a majority of
the Street and Lane Committee.
3. It shall not be lawful for any person to throw or put into Not lawful to
. .
.
throw or put
the streets, lanes, or squares, or commons wrthm or wrthout any dead ani.
. mal into the
the crty, any dead hog, goat, dog, cat, fowl, or other dead am- streets, etc.
mal, and that all horses, cows, hogs, dogs, goats, calves, and
other animals of such size, which may die or be found dead
within the limits of the city shall be removed and carried Howtheyshall
'
be removed,
beyond the limits of the same, and buried at least six feet un- etc.
der ground by the owners thereof, or his, her or their agent or
servant, and at his, her or their own expense, which burial
shall take place within two hours after the death of such animal, unless such death shall happen in the night, in which case
such dead animal shall be removed within two hours after sunrise, and if the owner of such dead animal shall not remove
the same within the time above directed, then the same shall
be removed and buried as aforesaid bfthe Superintendent of
Streets and Lanes, at the expense of the owner. And it shall
be the duty of such Superintendent, at the request of the Dutyteof dsu-t
perm n en,
owner or any other person, or whenever any dead animal shall etc.
be found anywhere within the limits of the city, to remove
and bury the same without delay, and the said Superintendent shall be entitled to receive forthe use of the city, from the
owner of any such dead animal, for removing and burying the
same, the following fees, viz : for a hog, clog, goat or calf, one
dollar and fifty cents; for a horse, cow or other large animal,
thr.ee dollars. And the said Superintendent shall make are-
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turn to the City Treasurer of all moneys received by him for
the use of the city, and shall pay the same to the said Treasurer every two weeks.
~;:.b~uf;~~Ia4. Every keeper of an inn, h.tvern, or stable within the city,
titve to horses, and every other person within the city who shall keep, and
e~
1
have the management, care or charge of more than tnree horses,
mules, oxen, or cows, as together exceed three in number, in
any one stable, yard, or other enclosure within the city, he
shall remove or cause to be removed at least once in every
twenty-four hours, at his, her or their own expense, all the
dung, filth, or litter made and caused by keeping the aforesaid
animals, above three, to such places as may be pointed out for
the deposit of the filth and rubbish removed by the Superintendent of Streets and Lanes.
Householders
5. Every house-bolder or occupant of a house shall keep
to keep their
yards, etc.,
the
yard, cellar, enclosure, or premises so occupied, clean and
clean.
clear of and free from all putrid and stinking water, or other
putrid or offensive matter or thing whatsoever, and it shall be
the duty of every bouse-holder or occupant of a house to
Privies.
throw into the privies attached to their yards or enclosures, a
peck or a sufficient quantity of lime once a month, during
the months of May, June, July, August, September, October
and November.
Penalty on Su6. For any violation or omission of the said Superintendperintendent.
ent of any thing directed to be done by this article, the said
Superintendent may be fined by the Mayor, Chairman or Alderman presiding at the Police Court, or by the Mayor and
Aldermen in Council assembled, in any sum not exceeding
one hundred dollars for each offense, and the said Superintendent may be, for any fhigrant violation or omission of duty,
suspended by the Mayor, or acting Mayor, who shall report
the same to Council, and the said Council may remove the said
Superintendent from office, or inflict such other penalty as
Suspension,
they may deem proper. And whenever the said Superintendremoval, etc.
ent shall be suspended or removed, the Mayor or acting Mayor
shall appoint some fit and proper person to act as Superintendent until such vacancy be filled by an election as in other
cases of vacancy.
Ptehnalty on
7. If any
person or persons, other than the Superintenda er persons,
.
$100, etc.
ent, shall vwlate any of the provisions of this article, or omit
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any of the duties imposed on him, her or them by this article, he or she shall be fined in a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars for each and every offense, at the discretion of
, the Mayor or acting Mayor. And all fines collected shall be
paid one half to the informer, and the other half to the Treasurer of the city for the use of the city.
Ordinance 26th December, 1866.

8. On and after the first regular meeting of Council in Work of Scaven«er's DeJ n,nuary next, the work of the Scavenger's Department shall P!'-rtmenttobo
·
tb
.
gtven out by
b e g1ven ou y contract, and proposals for performmg the same contract.
to be made and received as hereinafter specified. All bids
must be handed to the Clerk of Council before ten o'clock on
the morning of the day of election, notice of which election
shall be given ten clays previous to the time at which such
election shall tn.ke place; and each bidder shall enclose with his
bid the names of two or more securities, who, with the person
elected, shall bind themselves in n, sum which shall exceed the
amount of the bid for which he proposes per annum to do the
work by one thousand dollars, for the true and faithful performance of the duties of Superintendent. The City Council ~;f.fof~~g,;_n to
shall' at its first regular meeting in January next' and at the ting
th•>sesubmitproposals
first regular meeting in January of every third year thereaf- d:n~~erintenter, select from those who shall submit their proposal~, one
who shall be declared elected Superintendent, and who shall
execute a bond to the city in the amount above requirl3d, to
be approved of by the Mayor, and shall enter upon the duties
of his office within ten clays after said election. Upon failing
to give such bond, or to enter upon his duties within the said
time, his election sbn.ll be deemed void, and the City Council
at its next regular meeting, shall elect some other person in
his place.
9. The person so elected Superintendent shall, before en- Duties of Su.
h' d t'
·a . lf .
penntendent.
t ermg upon IS u 1es, proVJ e h1mse mth a sufficient number of able bodied men, and horses or mules and carts, to per- form the duties of the department as hereinafter described,
which men, teams ·ancl carts shall all be approved of by the
Mayor, and none 'Shall be employed in the department but
such as are able and efficient. And it shall be the further
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Other duties.

Duty as to
squares.

Charge of
Pound.
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duty of said Superintendent to cause the men so employed to
pass through all parts of the city, daily, Sundays and general
holidays excepted, with the carts, and to take off all offal,
filth, manure, oyster shells, or other rubbish that may be collected in barrels and boxes, or that may be found in any street,
lane or square within the city, and carry the same to such
place or places as may be determined by the Mayor or Chairman of the Street and Lane Committle: P1·ovided, that all
manure and offal shall be at the disposal of said Superintendent, and shall be carried beyond the limits of the city, to
be used or farmed out by him.
10. It shall be the duty of said Superintendent to report
to the Mayor, every Monday morning, the number of hands
and teams employed in the department, and the condition of
the streets, lanes and squares; and at every alarm of fire it
shall be his duty to repair to the place of the fire with such of
his teams and carts as are not actually loaded and carrying off
the offal at the time of the alarm being given, and be subject
to the orders of the Mayor or person acting in his place; and
for failure or neglect to perform any of the requirements of
this article, the said Superintendent shall, on conviction before the Police Court, be subject to a fine of not less than five
nor more than fifty dollars for each offense, one half to go to
the informer, the other half for the use of the city: Provided,
neve1·~heless, that for any charge of gross neglect or misdemeanor, the said Superintendent shall be liable to be tried before
Council, and be removed from office, or be fined in such sums
as Council may direct; and in case of removal from office a
new election shall be held at the next regular meeting of Council to fill his place for the unexpired residue of his term; and
notice of such election shall be given by the Clerk of Council
ten days before the day for such new election.
11. It shall be the duty of said Superintendent to see that
the public squares are also daily examined, and any offal or
rubbish that may be therein found shall be removed by his
carts.
12. It shall be the duty of the said Superintendent to have
charge of and feed all cattle or other animals liable to be impounded, or that sh~ll be impounded by the City Marshal or
any city officer, and to deliver up said cattle or other animals
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to their owners on the customary fee being paid, for the fulfilment of which duty the said Superintendent shall have
charge of all the buildings belohging to the city and attached
to the Pound, and shall use the stables for keeping the mules
or horses engaged in the Scavenger Department, and shall
keep such buildings and stables in good repair. And it shall
further be his duty to be at the said Pound, or have some
agent there at two stated hours each day, when cattle or other
animals are within, for the purpose of delivering the same to
the owners when called for; and further, he shall well and
truly pay all moneys collected for thus delivering up cattle or
other animals, to the City Marshal, the money allowed by ordinance for feeding cattle or other animals impounded being
excepted.
13. Any person keeping more than three animals of the ?ersons keep. d 1n
. h'1s or h er prem1ses,
.
mg more
than
h orse or cow k 1n
sh a11 b e compelled three
animals
.
.
l
of the horse or
to remove da1ly, at h1s or her own expense, the offa from any cow kind to
such animals above three, and in default thereof shall be liable ~~If~ei~g!~
to a fine of not more than ten dollars for every.day's default, expense.
,Sundays and general holidays only excepted.
SINK CONTRACTOR.

[The following ordinance, in relation to Sink Contractor,
having been passed too late for insertion in the proper pla?e,
is put into this article.]
Ordinance 6th April, 1871.

14. From and after the passing of this ordinance, the work Cleaningsin~s,
to be giv. s1n
. k s, van l ts an d pnvws
. . 1n
. th e C't
cIeanmg
1 yo f Savannah , etc.,
en out by conshall be given out by contract or proposals to do the work, and tract.
the person selected or appointed for performing such work
shall be known and designated as "Sink Contractor." All
bids must be sealed and handed to the Clerk of Council before
ten o'clock, A. M., of the day of election, notice of which shall
be given ten days previous to the time at which such election
shall take place. Each bidder shall enclose with his bid the Bcontd
oft Sink
on rae or.
names of at least two sureties, who, with the principal, shall
bind themselves in the sum of two thousand dollars, over and
above the amount of the contract, for the true and faithful
performance by the contractor of the duties of Sink Contrac0f
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Election and tor. The City CounCl·1. shaldl,. at their :first regular meeting
term of office.
after the passing of t 1us or mance, or at some subsequent
regular meeting in the present year (1871), if there be proposals for such contract satisfactory to Council, elect such Sink
Contractor, who shall hold his office until the first regular
meeting of Council in January, eighteen hundred and seYenty-four; and at the :first regular meeeting of Council in 1874
and tnennially thereafter, there shall be a new election fo;
Sink Contractor.
Duties and
15. For misconduct in office, such contractor may be suspenalties.
pended by the Mayor and removed by Council. It shall be his
duty to cleanse and purify, as often as may be required of him
by the owner, every sink, vault or privy of such owner; and
also every sink, vault or privy within the city, whenever he
shall be thereto required by the Mayor, on the report of any
member of the Board of Health, stating that such sink, vault
or privy is offensive and requires cleansmg; but in the latter
case, the Mayor may refer the matter to Council, giving at
least two days notice of such reference to the owner, or, in his
absence, the occupant of the premises where such offensive.
sink, vault or privy may be. In every case the owner of the
premises shall be chargeable with the expense of such cleansing.
Office.
16. Such Sink Contractor shall have an office in a convenient place' in the city, and shall keep a slate or book at such
office, upon or in which notice may be given that his services
are needed; and when such notice is given, he shall perform
the work without delay. The charges for cleaning shall not
exceed the following rates:
Charges.

For each sink, vault or privy not exceeding in superficial area fifteen square feet ............ : . ..... $ 6 00
For each sink, vault or privy not exceedinJ in superficial area twenty-four square feet.............. 8 00
For each sink, vault or privy not exceeding in superficial area twenty-eight square feet .............. 10 00
For each sink, vault or privy not exceeding in superficial area thirty-two square feet ........ . ....... 12 00
For each sink, vault or privy not exceeding in superficial area forty square feet...... . . . . . . . . . ...... 16 00
And $20 for each sink, vault or privy exceeding forty square
feet in superficial area.
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Provided, nevertheless, that the matter contained in such
sink, vault or privy shall not measure less than one-half the
cubic measurement of the interior of such sink, vault or privy;
but if the matter contained in such sink, vault or privy shall
measure in quantity less than one half of the cubic measurement of the interior of such sink, vault or privy, then the fee
for cleaning the same shall be :fifteen cents per cubic foot for
the matter removed. Any cleansing must be clone between ~f~~r?isinks.
the fiTst day of November in one year, and the first day of
June in the next year, except when for sanitary reasons it may
otherwise be ordered by proper authority, as in the foregoing
:first section mentioned.
17. The compensation hereinbefore authorized shall be Feesparable
to the e~ty.
payable to the city, at the 'l'reasurer's office, but shall not be
clue or payable, unless such sink, vault or privy shall have been
thoroughly cleaned, and unless such sink, vault or privy shall
have been disinfected before the removal of the contents
thereof; and in case any person or persons liable by this article
to pay said compensation shall refuse or neglect to pay the same,
after ten days notice from the City Treasurer, of the amount
due for such cleaning, such person, on conviction before the
Police Court, shall be :fined in a sum sufficient to cover such
compensation and all expenses, 'the whole not to exceed one
hundred dollars It shall be the special duty of such Sink Contractor to
·
make weekly
Contractor to report to the Clerk of Council, every Monday reports.
morning, the sinks, vaults and privies cleaned the previous
week, the name or names of the owner or owners, and the occupant or occupants, the measurement of every sink, vault or
privy, and the measurement in cubic feet of the matter taken
from every such sink, vault or privy. In addition to other
penalties to which he may be liable under the article, such Sink
Contractor may be fined in the Police Court, in a sum not exceeding twenty-five dollars for every improper report made by
him as to such measurement or contents.
18. Said contractor sh all provide suitable close carts, or Regulations as
to removal of
other suitable close apparatus, adapted to the purpose of re- c.ontents of
• smks.
moving the night soil and other :filth, before the removal of
it; and if said officer, removing said night soil or other :filth,
shall spill any of it in any street, lane or thoroughfare of the
city, or shall fail to remove it to a place or places at least
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one mile from the limits of the city, or to disinfect as aforesaid, he shall for every act of offense be fined in the Police
Court in a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, and the
same penalty may be inflicted on him for any other breach of
duty under this article.
Notice.
19. The Sink Contractor shall not have the authority, and
he is hereby prohibited,, to commence the cleaning of any sink,
vault or privy until he shall have given at least three days notice in writing to the owner or occupant of the premises on
which such sink, vault or privy may be.
How sinks .are
20 · The Sink Contractor shall not have the authority' and
to be p.mptied.
he is hereby prohibited from removing the contents of any
sink, vault or privy through the enclosure of any premises
without evident necessity, nor to remove or displace the floor
or any portion of the floor of any sink, vault or privy when access can be obtained to the contents of such sink, vault or
privy without such removal or displacement. But in case the
Sink Contractor shall be compelled to remove the floor, or any
portion of the floor, of any sink, vault or privy, in order to
cleanse the same, the said contractor shall cause such floor to
be restored as nearly as possible, to the same condition as that
in which the said contractor shall have found the same before
~;g~!~tg~
the removal of the same, or of any portion thereof. And if
the said contractor shall fail to restore such floor in the manner herein provided, and ]J.n.mediately after the cleansing of
such sink, vault or privy, he shall be liable on conviction of
such failure, before the Police Court, to a :fine of not less than
five dollars nor more than thirty dollars, according to the extent of the damages done because of such failure; but if such
floor, or any portion of such floor so removed, shall be found
so decayed as that it cannot be restored to the same condition
as that in which the said contractor shall have found such floor,
new material being required to restore or rebuild the same,
then the said contractor shall not be liable for any damages because of such decay, but in no case whatever shall said contractor remove the floor, or any portion of the same, of any sink,
vault or privy, without giving at least three days notice in writing to the owner or occupant of the premises on which such
sink, vault or privy may be, and if the said contractor shall remove the floor or any portion thereof without such notice in
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writing, he shall be liable, on conviction before the Police Court
to a _fine not exceeding thirty dollars, and to restore such flom:
at h1s own pro~e~· cost. In any case of fine imposed on said
contractor for lllJtuy to a floor of a privy, so much of said fine
as may ~e. necessary f~r the purpose shall be appropriated to
the repamng of such mjury, on demand of the party injured.
21. It shall be the duty of the Sink Contractor, whenever Hoursfor
he shall commence the cleansing of any sink, vault or privy, cleansingsinks
to complete. such cleansing with the least possible delay; and
such cl~ansmg shall not be abandoned or suspended, but shall
be c~ntinued to co~pletio~, between the hours of eight o'clock
at mght and five o clock m the morning, and between those
h~urs only. And upon complaint of any inhabitant of the
Crty ~f. Savannah that the Sink Contractor has not observed
d~e drhgence in perform~ng the duty hereby imposed, said
Smk Contractor shall be hable on conviction before the Police
Court, to a fine not exceeding :fifty dollars.
22. Any owner of any sink, vault or privy, who shall neg- Penalty on
lee~ or refuse to have the same cleaned, as required by this f~~~t~.refus
~rtwle, shall be fined, on conviction before the Police Court,
m a sunr not exceeding fifty dollars.
23. And if any person, other than such Sink Contractor
· t or. un d er t a k e to remove mght
.
No others aushall con t r.ac
soil or other filth' tho:ized
to
from a~y smk, vault or privy, he shall be fined in a sum not work.
e.xceedmg one hundred dollars, on conviction before the Pohce Court, for every such offense.
24. ~ll ordinances heretofore passed in relation to the of- Re eating
:fice, duties and compensation of the Inspector of Sinks, are or;£nance.
hereby repealed.

•
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SEAMEN.

ARTICLE

LXI.

SEAMEN.
STATUTES.
Boarding vessels for the purpose 3. Harboring seamen or apprentices.
of abduction, how punished.
2, Aiding seamen or apprentice to 4, Vexatious arrest and detention
of seamen.
escape. how punished.

1.

1.

ORDINANCE.
Abducting of articled seamen.\2. Penalty on Police for neglect $50
Duty of City Police and City
and dismissal from office at disWatch.
cretion of the Mayor.
STATUTES.

Irwin's Revised Code.
Boardin ves- 1. §1556. If any person sh~ll board any vessel in any port
sels
for ihfe
. _ . l arbor, or in any of th e waters of this State with intent to
purpose
0 au- 01 1
duction,dhow inveig-le entice convey away, abduct, with or without viopurushe .
'
'
.
lence, or secretly carry off any articled seaman or apprentwe
from such vessel, or shall afford any conveyance or facility to
such seaman or apprentice to leave su ch vessel, such person so
offending shall be liable to indictment, and on conviction shall
be fm ed, or imprisoned, or both, at the discretion of the court.
..
2· §1557 · If any person shall aid any
Aidingscamen
. articled
. . seaman or
or
apprentices
apprentice
to
desert
from
his
vessel,
wb1le
w1thm
the waters
to escape, how '
.
punished.
of this State, or shall inveigle, entice, convey away, abduct or
carry, with or without violence, or secretly carry off any articled seaman or apprentice from any such vessel, such person
so offending shall be liable to indictment, and on conviction
shall be liable to fine, or imprisonment, or both, at the discretion of the court.
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· 3. 1558. If any person shall harbor, secrete, entertain Harboring
.
' seamen or apl 0 dge or keep, or shall duectly or indirectly suffer to be har- prentices.
bored, secreted, entertained, lodged or kept, in or about his
bouse or premises any articled seaman or apprentice, knowing
such seaman or apprentice to have deserted from his vessel,
such person shall be liable to indictment, and on conviction,
be fined in a sum of not more than five hundred dollars, or
imprisoned, or both fined and impnsoned, at the discretion of
the court.
4. §1559. The law in respect to the vexatious arrest and Vexatious arrestanddetendetent1.on 0 f seamen, an d to summary trials of causes, civil tion
of seamen
and criminal, in which seamen and the captains and consignees of vessels may be concerned, shall be as is provided in
this Code, but if any provision in this Code contained shall Code.
. conflict with the Code of the City of Savannah, appended
here~nto, the said Code of Savannah shall prevail within the
corporate limits of said city.

ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 5th April, 1865.
1. It shall be the special duty of the City Police and the Duty of City
to arC1'ty W at ch , an c1 a11 an c1 every one of them, whether by clay or Police
r~st P!lrsons
.
ht
'f
th
h
ll
b
d"bl
.
"
VIOlating
mg , 1 ey s a e ere 1 y lll10rmecl or shall be assured of visions of protheit: own personal knowledge, that any person or persons with- State law.
in the port of Savannah, or the jurisdictional limits of tb,e said
City of Savannah, have been or are violating any of the provisions of the State law in regard to the abducting or attempting to abduct or harboring articled seamen, forthwith, and as
an ex-officio Constable of the City of Savannah and the extended limits thereof, to arrest such person or persons and
carry him or them before the Mayor or some other magistrate
in the City of Savannah, whose duty it shall be, if the charge
be considered well founded, to put the party arrested under
bbnds to appear before the City Court of Savannah, at the
next term thereafter, to answer to said charge, and on failure to give bond, to commit the said person or persons to
the common jail of Chatham county to await his trial.
2. If any officer or member of the said Special Police or ~enaltyonPolice for neg.
.
.
ate h shall be gmlty of neglect of duty m arrestmg any per- 1ed, $50.

w
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son or persons who may have violated any of the provisions
of the State law, when the same shall come within his or thEir
own knowledge, such officer or private shall be liable to a fine
not exceeding fifty dollars, and to be dismissed from office at
the discretion of the Mayor, to be approved of by Cou.ncii at
its next regular meeting.
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Ordinance 15th April, 1868.

3. It shall not be lawful for any person to use in any steam Coal to be
· b01'1er 1n
· sa1·a Cl't y, 1n
· wh'lC h th ere may b e an ar t'fi
. l having
used in artiftboilers
engme
1 Cia
draught by the introduction of steam in the smoke stack, any ~:~~ft;~ght.
fuel other than anthracite or bituminous coal, under a penalty
of not more than one hundred dollars for each and every
day's offense.
STEAM VESSELS.

Ordinance 28th November, 1844.

ARTICLE LXII.

STEAM ENGINES AND STEAMERS.

•

4. No steamer shall, while .passing the line of wharves in Stea~boats
passmg !me of
.
.
.
t h e mty, exceed m speed five miles per hour. Every steamer wharves.
so violating, the owner or owners thereof shall be subject to Penalty,
a fine not exceeding thirty dollars for each and every offense .

ORDINANCES.
L No steam engine without permis- 4. Speed of steamers passing the

·
sion of Council.
2. Penalty $ 25.
3. Only anthracite or bituminous
coal to be used in steam engine
boiler where there may be an artificial draft by the introduction
of steam in the smoke stack.
Penalty $100.

line of wharves, five miles per
hour. Penalty not exceeding $30.

29

ORDI_N ANOES, AS AMENDED.
STEAM ENGINES.

Ordinance 2d June, 1854.
No steam engine without

permission of
Council.
Penalty$25
per day.

1. No steam engine shall hereafter be erected or used within
the corporate ~imits of the City of Savannah, without first obtaining the permission of the City Council of said city.
2. If any person or persons shall violate any of the provisions of this article, he, she or they shall, on conviction before the Police Court, be fined in a sum not exceeding twentyfive dollars per day for each and every day such steam engine
shall be erected or used, one half of the said fine to be payable
to the informer, the other half into the city treasury.

•
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STEVEDORES.

ARTICLE

LXIII.

STEVEDORES.
ORDINANCES.
1. Stevedores defrauding laborers
or porters. Penalty, forfeiture
of badge.
2. Hearing of proof.
3. Stevedores cheating hired men.
Pellfl.lty $25.
4. Non resident stevedores to take
out license. License $100.
Resident, $50.
5. Acting as stevedore without li·
cense; penalty, $50 for each offense.
6. Who are stevedores and who
are porters.

7. Any person acting as stevedore
except under the immediate in·
spection of a licensed stevedore
and without license, peoalty,
$30 for each day. Porters
without license, $30 for each
day.
8. Not lawful for licensed steve·
dores to undertake more vessels
than they can personally super·
intend, unless they employ licensed stevedores.
9. Duty of Harbor Master and
members of City Police to re·
port violations of this ordinance.
10. Non resident; who is consider·
ed such.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance lOth August, 1843.

•

stevedore de1. That on proof of any stevedore or other
fraudinglaborers
or por- d efrau d ed th e person or persons h'ue db y h'1m
ters.
of cargoes or other work, of their just dues

laborer having
. th e st OWing
.
1n
by retaining a
part or refusing to pay over such amounts as are due, the said
Penalty, for- stevedore or laborer, having a badge from the city, shall forfeit
1~J~!~ of
the same, and shall not be entitled to receive another badge
until it shall be made to appear that he has paid all sums due
to such hired person or persons.
Hearing of
2. The hearing of such proof against such stevedore or
proof.
laborer shall be before the Mayor, once a fortnight, at such
time as he may appoint, and his decision shall be final in the
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case, or subject to revision by the Board as are his decisions in
the Police Court. If the person charged be found guilty, he
shall be fined not exceeding one hundred dollars.
3. If any stevedore or laborer found guilty of cheating, or Steve~ores.
.
.
. cheating hired
withholding the money due h1s hued men, and declared d1s- men.
qualified to receive a badge from the city, be found at any
time engaged in the business of a stevedore or laborer without a badge, on proof thereof to the Mayor, said stevedore or
laborer shall be fined in the sum of not exceeding one hun- Penalty $25.
dred dollars, at the discretion of the Mayor.
Tax ordinance 19th December, 1860.

4. No person except a bona fide resident of the City of Non-resident
.
stevedore to
Savannah for the space of twelve months, shall be perm1tted utke out
. tl y or m
· d'1rec tly, or m
· d'lVl'd uall y, as a license.
to act or operat e d1rec
stevedore in the loading or unloading of any vessel or water
craft at any wharf in said city, or in any part of Savannah
river within the jurisdictional limits of the authority of the
City Council of Savannah, except on taking out a license
granted by the Mayor for the purpose of so acting or operating
as stevedore, the price of which license shall, in · every case,
be one hundred dollars, and which license shall be good only License $100.
for twelve months from its diitte; resident stevedore, license Residdent li
'
steve ores fifty dollars.
cense, $50.
5. Every person who shall act or operate or assume to act Acting as
.
. .
. stevedore
or operate duectly or mduectly as such stevedore, whether m without license generalhis own name or in the name of any other person or persons ly, $50 for each
in contravention of this article, shall, for every offense on offense.
any one day, be liable to a fine of not more than fifty dollars
for every such offense, on conviction therefor before the Police Court of Savannah.
Ordinance 18th April, 1866.

6. It is the true intent and meaning of the tax and reve- Who are stevnue ordinances of the City of Savannah as well as the ordi- edores.
nances in relation to stevedores and porters, that every person
competent to load and unload vessels and stow the cargoes of
the same, are stevedores within the meaning of said ordinances, and as such are subject and liable to take out licenses,
as residents or non-residents as the case may be, and that all
persons not so competent but engaged in loading, unloading,
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Who
ters. are por- and stowing the cargoes of vessels, are porters within the

true intent and meaning of said ordinances, and are liable
and subject to take out badges as such.
tcWn~e::~~ev- 7. Any person competent as aforesaid to load and unload
~~~~er et~:~~- vessels and stow their cargoes, and who shall hereafter premedlt·~te
spec
1on in-f
o a sume, offer, or attempt or engage to load or unload any vessel
lid·censeddstevein the river Savannah, and within the jurisdictional .limits of
ore,an
without
lithe
city, for river purposes, or who shall stow or be engaged
cense, pena1ty
$30 for each
in stowing such cargo, except under the immediate inspection
day.
of a licensed stevedore, and without taking out a stevedore's
license, resident or non-resident as the case may be, shall be
liable to a penalty of not more than thirty dollars for every
day's violation of this article, and that every person not so
competent who shall engage in loading, unloading, and stowPort~rs wit~- ing as aforesaid, and without taking out a porter's license,
out license ., 30
.
for each day. shall be hable to a penalty of not more than thirty dollars
for every day's violation of this section in relation to porters,
and that the price of a license for every non-resident stevedore shall hereafter be one hundred dollars.
Not
lawdfultefor
8. It shall not be lawful for any licensed stevedore to enli cense s vedores
to
ungage
in loading or unloading or stowing the cargoes of more
dertake more
vhessels than vessels at any one time than he can personally superintend, unt ey can per.
sonally super- less he shall have employed under him a licensed stevedore,
intend, unless
.
.
he empl~ys
resident or non-resident, as the case may be, who shall have
under him
a t h e personal superVISIOn
. .
licensed
steveof sue h l oaa·mg or unl oaa·mg, or
dore.
stowing of any vessel, for which such. second or assistant
stevedore may be employed, under a penalty of not more than
thirty dollars for every violation of this section in respect to
every vessel so being loaded or unloaded or stowed.
~ ~o~t1J:~~t~r9. It shall be the special duty of the Harbor Master and of
~~h~~~~~- the officers and members of the City Police, to report all violi~e1tto reporrt · lations of this article which may come to their knowledge,
VIO a lOllS 0
this ordinance that the offenders may be dealt with as hereinbefore provided.
Tax ordinance 22d December, 1870.
Non-resident,
who is.

10. The term non-resident as applicable to natural per·
sons, shall include all those who have no fixed and permanent
abode in the State, and also all persons who shall carry on
business in Savannah for a part of the year, and shall carry
on a similar business out of the State another part of the year.

ARTICLE LXIV.

STREETS AND LANES.
STATUTES.
1. Cutting down trees in a city.

ORDINANCES.
1. Suffering bricks, goods, etc., to
remain longer than six hours
or vehicles longer than six hours
in the streets, etc., creating obstructions, etc., encroachments
how to be removed, etc., etc.
2. Duty of persons repairing buildings to remove litter, etc., in
five days.
3. Penalty, opposing Marshal, etc.
4·, Pay of Marshal $10 per day.
5. Encroachments marked out by
Oity Surveyor.
6. Grading of streets, squares,
lanes, etc.
7. No person to increase or lower
height of side-walk, or throw
filth into streets, etc.
8. Damaged cotton, etc., obst.·ucting free passage of citizens.
9. Penalties, how enforced ana
collected.
10. Paving lots; City Surveyor to
grade and stake.
11. Pavements to be laid after two
months notice.
12. Marshal's and Surveyor's duty.
13. Pavements to be kept in repair.
14. Cellar doors.

15. Drain, sewer, and gutter, how
laid; dry-well or cess-pool.
16. Hitching horse to box around
tree or to steps.
17. Penalty.
18, President, State, and Congress
streets, and South Broad street.
19. Canal street.
20. Rail Road street.
21. Curry Town Ward.
22. Berrien Ward.
23. Gaston Ward.
24. North Oglethorpe Ward.
25. Jackson street.
26. Not lawful to tie any animal to
any tree in any street.
27. Duty of officers and privates of
police.
28. Work of scavenger department to be given out by contract.
29. Not lawful to encroach on any
part of street, lane, or thoroughfare.
30. No step or portico not already
commenced shall extend beyond line herein designated.
31. Width of pavements on any
street over which the ordinance
requiring pavements has not yet
been enforced.
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32. Persons neglecting after notice
to repair pavement, fine not exceeding $100.
33. No step, portico, or railing shall
encroach on any street or lane.
34. Existing encroachments about
to be repaired, shall be put back
on true line of lot.
35. Width allowed for steps leading
from sidewalks into cellars.
36. Office of Commissioner of
Streets and Lanes created.
Election in August, 1870, and
annually thereafter at first meeting in January. Shall give
bond in $5,000.
37. Duties of Commissioner.
38. Central Rail Road allowed to
increase the width of side-walk
opposite their property to 20
feet on ce1tain conditions.
39. Whenever so increased, the
width of side-walk on both
sides of West Broad street shall
conform to it.
40. Unlawful to use velocipedes on
side-walks, squares, or parks.
41. Compensation of keeper of Forsyth Place.
42. No public assemblage or procession in any thoroughfare after sunset and before sunrise,
without permission.
43. No carriage, wagon, cart, or
other vehicle not attached to a
horse or draft animal to r~main
longe.r than two hours in any
street, etc. Penalty, not exceeding $10.
44. In all cases of partial dedication, Mayor to open negotiations with the view of having
such dedication made perfect.

45. Not lawful for any person to
obstruct, by any dray, etc., having or not having any animal or
animals attached thereto, the
free passage of persons, etc.
And no person shall keep any
dray except on his or her own
premises, etc.
46. Duty of police force.
47. Not lawful to put up any post
for the support of any awning or
sign unless the same be of iron
not exeeeding two inches in
diameter, etc.
48. Every awning or sign not supported by iron posts shall be
attached to the building by iron
or other substantial metallic
bracket.
49. Other awning or sign posts not
to be repaired without consent
of Council.
50. Permission to C. C. Prendergast, etc.
51. Certain streets and lanes adopted, and declared to be public
streets.
52. Certain streets extended.
53. Five freeholders appointed to
assess damages.
54. Railings or enclosures to line of
lowest ~tep. No step in any
lane to exceed two feet.
55. Encroachments, etc., how re·
moved.
56, No railing, unless in front of a
dwelling house, unless the same
be open railings of iron or
wood, and not to extend beyond
one-half the space allowed for
railings.
57. Trees, how planted.
58. Lanterns to be erected at every
excavation in streets, etc.

E9. N <> excavation interfering with
any pavement or crossing, shall
be made without permission,
and on condition that such
pavement shall be properly relaid, etc.
60. Space allowed for porticoes on
certain streets.
61. Open fences allowed on trust
lots, between Jefferson and Lin·
roln streets.
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62. Not lawf~:<l to sell or use any
detonating or fulminating pre·
paration.
63. Duty of police to report viola·
tions of this article.
64. Property holder to lay sidewalks. To be kept in order by
city.
65. Time allowed for laying down
or repairing.
66. Material for paving.
67. Certificate to owner of prop·
erty.

STATUTE.
Irwin's Code,

~4525.

1. If any person shall wilfully and maliciously cut down, Cutt!J:!g do'Yn
. .
trees m a mty,
InJtue, or d est roy any t ree or t rees p l an t ed or growmg m any etc.
town, village or city, or in any avenue, yard, garden, orchard,
or plantation, for ornament, shelter, shade, or profit, such person so offending, on conviction, [shall be punished as prescribed in section 4245 of this Code.]
[For powers of City in regard to removing obstructions,
see §4751 of Irwin's Code, in Article I of this Compilation.]

ORDINANCES, At; AMENDED.
Ordinance 19th August, 1839.

1. No person shall bring, lay, put, or cause to be brought, su_fl'ering
•
.
.
.
bncks, goods,
laid, or put, any timber, bncks, stones, or other matenals for etc., to remain
'ld'
fi
l
d
d
h
d'
_,
th
longer
than
bui Ing, or re wooc , goo s, wares, an mere an 1St, or o er six hours,
or
.
.
vehicles longbulky thmg whatsoever, and perm1t and suffer the same to erthaf?- six
. In
. any square, st ree t, l ane, or all ey streets,
hours m the
.
con t1nue
an d rema1n
etc.
within the said city, for a longer time than six hours; nor
shall any person permit or suffer any cart, dray, wagon, or
carriage of any sort, to stand and remain in any square, street,
lane, or alley, longer than such time as aforesaid; nor shall
any person, without previously obtaining the written consent
of the Mayor and two-thirds of the members of the City
Council, place, erect, or construct, or cause to be placed, Erecting oh. any square, st reet , or l ane, or oth er struction.
erecte d, or cons t ructe d, In
place, of or in the City of Savannah, any booths, tent, or

/

"
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other obstruction; nor shall any person dig or cause to be
dug, any hole or pit in any square, street, lane, or alley,
whereby the free passage of persons on foot or on horseback
or in or with any carriage, may be in any wise obstructed 0 ;
Penalty $100. rendered unsafe. And any person offending against the provisions of this section shall, on conviction, be subject to a fine
not exceeding one hundred dollars for each and every offense.
EncroachAnd in case the person or persons making, causing, permitments, etc.,
how to here- ting, or suffering such encroachments, obstructions, and nuismoved.
ances as aforesaid, shall refuse or neglect to remove the same
forthwith, after notice given to him, her, or them, for that
purpose, then the same (in such cases as will admit thereof,)
shall be removed by the Marshal and Constables of the City,
or any of them,-at the proper expense of the person or persons so offending. And if any person or persons shall molest
or trouble the said Marshal or Constables in the execution of
such, his, or their duty, such person or persons shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit and pay a fine of not exceeding one
~~i~~g:ai~- hundred dollars: P1·oviclecl always, nevertheless, that any perrials.
son or persons actually building or repairing, ot about to build
or repair any building, may collect and lay all such materials as
may be necessary for such building or repairs, in the square,
street, lane, or alley next adjoining to the place or spot whereon
such buildings or repairs are intended to be made: Ancl provi~~~~osing ten clecl, that such materials be so enclosed in a sufficient space (and
n.o more) as will effectually prevent the spreading into the
streets, lanes, or squares, and the said space so enclosed shall, in
no case, extend beyond ten feet on any street, lane, or square;
and during all such time as such materials shall so lay in any
square, street, lane, or alley, the owner or proprietor of such maL&ntern.
terials shall cause a lamp or lantern, with a good and sufficient
Lighttoburn light therein, to be securely hung up, placed, or fixed on a
all night.
post or otherwise, at each of the two corners of such enclosure, and in such manner as clearly and plainly to show the
place and extent occupied by such materials. And the said
lamp, or lantern shall be lighted at or before dark, in the
evening, and shall continue to burn until daylight. And the
Duty of police City Marshal and City Constables are hereby enjoined to notice and report to the Mayor all encroachments, obstructions,
or nuisances mentioned herein.
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2• All dirt, litter, or rubbish created by the erection or re- sons
Duty of p~rrepa1nng,
·r
of
any
building
now
erecting
or
that
may
hereafter
be
etc., buildin~s,
Pal
to remove literected or repaired, shall be carried off by the person or per- ter, etc., in five
. a·mg, or engage d or m
. t eres t ed m
. or con- days.
sons owning said bml
ducting such buildings or repairs to the place of depositing
the scavenger's filth, or to such other place as may be pointed
out by the Mayor or any one of the Street and Lane Committee. And if such litter, dirt, or rubbish shall remain on any
of the streets, lanes, or squares for a time exceeding five days,
it shall be the duty of the Marshal, and he is hereby required,
to employ any number of carts or wagons that may be necessary, and to have the same rE!moved to such place or places as
may be designated as aforesaid, at the expense of the persons
owning said building or engaged or interested in or conducting the same; and any person violating any of the provisions
of this section shall be punished as hereinafter directed.
3. All encroachments and obstructions contrary to the Penalty $100,
.
.
.
d II h
b
etc., opposmg
provisions of any sectiOn of th1s article, an a ot er o struc- Marshal, etc.
tions not herein particularly enumerated, shall be removed in
the manner pointed out by section one of this article, and the
offenders and persons molesting or troubling the Ci~ Marshal
and officers in the execution of their duty shall be punished
and dealt with in the manner prescribed by section one of
this article.
4. When the City Marshal or City Constables shall be en- Pay of Mar. the removaI of any encroac h men t or ob st ruet•wn, shal,
etc., $10
gaged m
per day.
under any section of this article, he or they shall be entitled
to receive ten dollars each, per day, whilst thus employed, and
that all other person or persons acting under said Marshal or
Constables shall receive such compensation as the Mayor,
acting Mayor, or Street and Lane Committee shall allow, not
exceeding three dollars per day, each, which charges shall be
paid by or recovered against the person or persons interested
or concerned in the encroachment or obstruction so removed,
and who ought to have removed the same.
5. Whenever the City Marshal or policemen arE>. ordered, Encroach· ·
un d er th e proviSions
of th'IS ar t•IC1e, t o remove or cause t o b e mente
out by marked
City
removed, any encroachment or obstruction, the same shall be Surveyor.
marked out and directed, under the superintendence of the
City Surveyor, or the Street and Lane Committee, or a special

-

•
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Committee of Council, to be appointed for that purpose, and
the said committee or officers are hereby authorized to call to
their aid and assistance the City Police, who are hereby required and enjoined to aid and assist in the premises.
Grading- of
6. As soon as Council shall deem it expedient, the Com:lr~~~~ianes, mittee of Streets and Lanes shall proceed, with the aid of the
etc.
City Surveyor and 1lfarshal, to graduate and level the several
squares, streets, and lanes within the city, or such parts thereof
as to the said committee may seem necessary, and to cause the
said squares, streets, and lanes to be cut down or raised up, as
may be necessary, in order to produce a proper level, and the
said City Surveyor shall deterntine the proper standard of
elevation, whereby to regulate the same.
7. No person shall be permitted to increase or lower the
~~fe~r:eo~rto
lower height height of the side walks in front of his or her lots above or
of sidewalks.
below the level or grade directed by the City Surveyor and a
Orthrowfilth
majority
of the Street and Lane Committee. And no person,
into streets,
without the permission of the Street and Lane Committee,
lanes, etc.
shall throw any dirt, filth, or rubbish, or any matter or material whatsoever, in any street, lane, or square, by which the
proper level, as established, may be destroyed. And all offenders and encroachments against the provisions of this section
shall be dealt with as prescribed in the first section of this
article.
Damaged cot8. The Mayor or acting Mayor may give permission (withton, etc.
out which it shall be unlawful,) to any owner, consignee, or
agent of any cotton or other bulky merchandise which may
have been endamaged by rain or water in its transportation
to Savannah, to expose the same while in its wet condition,
not exceeding three days, in any public place contiguous to
the store or warehouse in which it is intended to be deposited
Proviso.
when dry: P1·ovicled, that nothing herein contained shall authorize any such exposure in any of the lanes; nor of any
hides or other article of merchandise whatever, which may be
injurious to the health, or disgusting to the smell of the citifObstructing
ree passage ot zens, nor ~f any cotton not packed in bags · Nor shall any
person be authorized to obstruct, block up, or in any manner
citizens.
interrupt with cotton or other merchandise, the free passage
of any citizens on foot or horseback, or in a carriage, through
any of the public squares, streets, or places whatsoever. And
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all offenders and obstructions against the provisions of this
section shall be dealt with as is prescribed in the first section
of this article.
9· All offenders against any of the IJrovisions of this arti- enforce
Penaltieds hodw
an
cle not otherwise specially provided for, shall be punished and collected.
fined as is prescribed by the first section thereof, and all encroachments on the public property not specially enumerated
herein, may be removed in the manner pointed out in the first
section. And all penalties and fines (when not otherwise specially provided for herein,) shall be enforced and collected in
the manner prescribed by the existing charter and laws relating to the City of Savan~h, and all fines when collected,
shall be paid one half to the City Treasury, for the use of the
city, and the other half to the informer.
Ordinance 19th August, 1839.

10. Whenever any person owning or leasing or possessing Paving lots.
any lot, shall pave, or in any manner alter the surface of a
public street in front of his lot, he shall be bound to conform
to the levels and inclinations, "marked and prescribed by the
City Surveyor" whose duty it shall be to grade and stake City Surveydor
to grade an
'
down the place to be paved or otherwise altered, both on the stake.
line of the lots and the limits hereinbefore determined on the
street, driving a stake at every ten feet of line, and the said
surveyor shall atten.d within five days after he shall be requested to do so. And any pavements hereafter to be made
which shall not conform to the provisions of this section,
shall be considered an encroachment, and may be removed in
the manner specified in the first section of this article. And
the person violating the same, or the owner, ,lessee, or possessor of the lot may be fined by the Mayor or acting Mayor,
in a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, and a like pen- Penalty $100.
alty may be inflicted upon any person who shall alter the position of any of the stakes so placed by the City Surveyor.
Ordinance 28th August, 1851.

11. Every owner of a lot, piece, or parcel of ground within ~:T:i~~~~~;o
the cornorate
limits of the City ....,...
of Savannah, whether the no
twto.1ce.
months
·1:"
same be owned in fee simple, or held under the usual title
from the city, shall be bound within two months of the notice
given, to place a good and sufficient pavement or sidewalk of
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first quality of bricks or flag stones, the curb of which shall,
in every instance, be of curb stones along the whole length
and depth of said lot, which may front on any street or square
of the city, and said pavement or sidewalk shall be of ;he
width prescribed by this Code, and of such height and level
as shall be marked out by the City Surveyor. And any perPenalty.
son failing to comply with the above notice, within the time
aforesaid, then the City Surveyor and City Marshal shall,
under the order of the Mayor in the Police Court, cause the
same to be done, and return the amount of costs and charges
to the Mayor and Aldermen, who shall order the City Treasurer to issue his execution for the same against the owner
or less~e of the lot, which shall be levied and collected as all
executions for taxes and assessments on real estate.
Marshal's and
12. All persons who have hitherto neglected or refused to
~~veyor'sdu- have their sidewalks paved in front of their lots, under the
present ordinances of the city, shall be forthwith notified by
the Marshal to do so, within the time specified in the eleventh
section of this article, and on failing to comply, the Marshal
and the City Surveyor shall proceed, as in case of default, under said eleventh section.
Pavements to
13. That all pavements or sidewalks now finished, or that
be kept in re"b d
pair.
may hereafter be finished, in any manner than that prescn e
in this Code, shall be kept in good order and repaired from
time to time as the same may require repairs, by the owners
or lessees of the lots. And on failure to repair and keep in
order as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the City Marshal to
give notice to the owner of the lot, or to his agent, whether
the same be held in fee simple or under the ordinary city title,
that the pavement is in bad order or requiring repairs. And
Thirty days
if the same is not attended to within thirty days, then the
~~~~ty.
City Marshal shall proceed as is directed in the eleventh section of this article in case of default under the same.
Ordinance 11th December, 1857.
Cellar doors.

14. No person or pe~sons shall leave his, her, or their cellar door or doors open, or keep or suffer the same to remain
in bad order or repair, or throw or cast any dirt, filth, offal,
rubbish, putrid or stinking water, or other putrid or offensive
matter or thing whatever, into any or either of the streets,
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· lanes, squares, or other public places of the City of Savannah.
In every instance the occupant or occupants of the store or
building where the cellar door or doors is or are left open,
shall be deemed the offender or offenders; and where the same
is kept in bad order or repair, the owner or owners shall be
deemed the offender or offenders. The occupant or occupants Throwing
.
.
f rom wh ence any a·u t , filth , streets,
filth, etc., into
of th e st ore, bu ild1ng,
or premises
lanes,
offal, rubbish, putrid or stinking water, or other putrid or etc.
offensive matter or thing whatever, shall have been thrown or
cast, shall be deemed the offender or offenders.
15. Each and every person or persons having a drain, Drain, sewer,
. f rom h 1s,
" h er, or th eu
. yar d or prem- how
and gutter,
sewer, or gu tter 1eadmg
laid.
ises into the streets, shall have such drain, sewer, or gutter
covered over with a flag stone or flag stones, laid ·even with
the pavement or sidewalk, and connected therewith to place
or have placed a dry well or cesspool, to be constructed under Dry well or
the supervision and direction of the Committee on Streets cesspool.
and Lanes.
16. No person shall tie or hitch any horse, mule, or other Hitchinghorse
animal to any or either of the boxes around the public trees, i~e~0~ ~~ound
or to any step, railing or fence that may or will prevent any steps, etc.
person or persons from passing over or upon any or either of
the pavements or sidewalk~'1 the City of Savannah.
17. Any person or persons violating or offending against Penalty.
the provisions of the three immediately preceding sections,
or of any part thereof, shall, upon conviction before the Police
Court, be fined for each and every such violation or offense,
not less than five nor more than ten dollars.
Ordinance 21st February, 1803.

18. The streets now called King street, Prince street and President,
Duke street, shall be hereafter called and known by the names•~~;~ :t~~e~.n·
following, that is to say: the street now called King street
shall be called President street; the street called Prince street
shall be called State street, and the street called Duke street
shall be called Congress street.
Ordinance 30th December, 1822.

-.

The name of Market street be and the same is hereby changed South Broad
street.
.
to that of South Broad street; an d that an ordmance passed
19th June, 1820, be and the same is hereby repealed.
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30 feet wide

Rail Road st.

60 feet wide.
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19. The street laid out by commissioners under the act of
the Legislature of Georgia, passed December, 1832, running
from the Canal to West Broad street, and nearly in a parailel
line with the river and Indian street, shall be known and designated as Canal street.
The street so named as aforesaid, shall be thirty feet wide,
as laid down on the map drawn under the direction of the commissioners.

street and West Boundary street, shall be named and desig- Lumber street
nated Lumber street.
25. The unnamed street bounded north by Gilmerville Jackson street
shall be named and designated Jackson street. That the street
between Reynolds and Randolph streets shall be named and Arnold street.
designated Arnold street. That the street east of Randolph Anderson st.
shall be named and designated Anderson street; and the next McAllister st.
street to the east shall be named and designated McAllister
street.

Ordinance 26th August, 1841.

Ordinance 8th May, 1861.

20. The street running from West Broad street westwardly
to the canal bridge, and south of the Central Rail Road Depot,
shall be known and called Rail Road street.
The width of said Rail Road street shall be fifty feet from
the brick wall of the Rail Road Depot to the buildings on the
south of the said depot, the sidewalks being included in said
measurement.

26 • It shall not be lawful for any person to tie or cause tie
Not lawfu.l to 1
any amma
to be tied any bull cow ox calf or other description of cattle, to an;v tree,
'
'
'
etc. m any
to any tree, fence, stake or other fastening, in any street or street.
other public place in said city where such animals are prohibited from running at large.
27. It shall be the duty of the officers and privates of the Duty of police
Police Force to impound every such animal so tied or going
at large as aforesaid, and the same proceedings shall be had,
and the same rules shall govern, as are prescribed in other
cases of impounding cattle running at large.
28. [By ordinance of 26th December, 1866, the work of
the Scavenger's Department is given out by contract, and certain duties of. the Scavenger defined, etc. See Article LX,
title "Scavenger."]

Ordinance 4th April, 1833.
Canal street.
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Ordinance 24th January, 1856.

21. All that part of the City of Savannah bounded north
by Liberty street, south by Jones street, east by Tattnall street,
and west by West Broad street, shall be named and designated
Curry Town ward.
Berrien ward.
22. All that part of the City of Savannah bounded north
by Jones street, south by Gaston street, east by Tattnall street,
West by West Broad street, shall be named and designated
Berrien street. Berrien ward, and that the unnamed street therein shall be
named Berrien street.
Gaston ward.
23. All that part of the City of Savannah bounded north
by Gaston street, south by Gwinnett street, prolonged toW est
Broad street, east by Tattnall street, and west by West Broad
• street, shall be named and designated Gaston ward.
North Ogle24. All that part of Oglethorpe ward between the Savanthorpe ward. nah river and Bryan street, shall be named and designated
North 0 glethorpe ward; and that all that part between Bryan
street and Harris.:m street, shall be named and designated
Middle Ogle- Middle Oglethorpe ward; and all that part between H:urison
thorpe ward.
street and New street shall be named and designated South
South Oglethorpe ward.
Oglethorpe ward; and that the unnamed street between Farm

Curry Town
ward.

•

Ordinance 4th August, 1869.

29. That hereafter it shall not be lawful for any owner or Not lawful to
.
encroach <'n
lessee of any lot, or part of a lot, in the C1ty of Savannah, to any part of
street, lane or
encrbach by open garden or fence, on any part of a street, lane thoroughfare.
or other thoroughfare, beyond the true building line of such
street, lane or thoroughfare; and every such encroachment
which may be made shall forthwith be removed to JlUCh build-•
ing line, without any power on the part of the Mayor or other
officer of the city to authorize the continuance of such encroachment. If, on notice to the party, such encroachments
be not removed within twenty-four hours, or other reasonable
time to be allowed by the ~or (and which time shall in no
.case exceed thirty days), it shall be the duty of the City Marshal to re1n0ve such encroachment, at the expense of the party
putting it up or continuing the same; besides which any per·

•
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I

son offending against any part of this section, may be fined
in the Police Court, in a sum not exeeeding thirty dollars for
every day's offense or default.
steps and par30. That no step or portico attached to any building not
ticoa.
already commenced and in process of erection, or already
erected, shall be allowed to extend beyond the spaces hereinafter designated, and the true and proper line of the street, as
indicated by the City Surveyor, shall be the line from which
such spaces shall be measured. On all streets forty-five feet in
width or less, two feet six inches; on all streets forty-five and
less than eighty feet, four feet; on all streets of eighty feet in
width and upwards, six feet. The true intent and object of
this ordinance being that the space between the lowest step
and the true line of curb on any street, shall never be less than
six feet.
Width of
31. That the width of all pavements or sidewalks on any
pavements.
street over which the ordinance requiring the laying of pavements has not yet been enforced, shall be as follows : On streets
of forty-five feet or less, nine feet; on streets over forty-five
and less than seventy-five feet, ten feet; on streets of seventyfive feet and less than one hundred feet, twelve feet; on streets
of one hundred feet and upwards, fourteen feet. And all ornances or parts of ordinances militating against this ordinance
are hereby repealed.
Ordinance 24th November, 1869.
Penalty.

32. That whenever it shall be necessary to repair a pave·
mentor sidewalk, and the person or persons whose duty it
may be to make the necessary repair, shall fail or refu~e to
make such repair after proper notice given, such person or
persons shall, on conviction before the Police Court of so fail.ing or refusing, be proceeded against in the manner pointed
out in thao 4765th section of the Revised Code of Georgia.
[See that section in Article I of this Compilation.]
Ordinance 3d February, 1869.

Encroach-

ments.

..

33. No step, portico, or railing, either of wood or iron, or
open brick fence, shall be so constructed as to extend beyond
the line of the lot, so as to encroach on any street or lane of
the city; and all ordinances or parts of ordinances heretofore
in force allowing such encroachments, are hereby repealed.

34. That when any existing encroachments of the characf
fi
.
er o. open ences above descnbed, shall from decay or injury
reqmre renewal or repair, the same shall be placed back to the
true line of the lot.
t

Existing encroachments.

Ordinance 31st August, 1870.

35. That hereafter the width allowed for steps leading Width allowed
down from the level of the sidewalk into cellars on all streets ~~tia~;:PA.!~io
from thirty-seven and a half to less than sixty feet in width f~r~oe~~ai~~~gs
shall be th Iee
· fiee t an d no more; ancl on streets from sixty
. ' etc.
in good order'
feet and upwards in width, shall be four feet and no more·
and in all cases the railing enclosing the steps ~ball be hinged
~o the cur?-stone on the side of the area opposite to the buildmg, and m such manner as to permit said railing to be let
down to a horizontal position after the close of business at
night; and the bars forming such railing shall be sufficiently
close, each to the other, so as not to offer any impediment to
persons passing over the same. The construction and arrangement of such steps and railing shall be subject to the
approval of the Street and Lane Committee, or such officer as
may be. deputed to inspect the same. And any person who
shall farl to close up, as aforesaid, the area of such steps after
the close o.f. bus~ness as aforesaid, or shall fail to keep such
~teps or 1:arlmg .m safe condition, or shall violate any provisIOn of this sectwn, shall be liable, on conviction before the
Police Court, to a fine of not more than one hundred dollars
for every day's offense; besides which, it shall be in the power
of the Mayor or of the City Council to close up any such area
whenever the same, or the steps or railing thereof, shall be
dangerous to persons passing the same.
Ordinance 20th July, 1870.

36. That
the office of Commissioner of Streets and Lanes c·.ommlsswner
. .
.
fior the City of Savannah, is hereby created and that the per- of streets and
.
'
lanes. Elec-

son to fill said office shall be elected by Council, at their first tion .
regular meeting in August next, (1870) and shall, unless
~ooner removed, hold his office until the first regular meeting
m January next, when, and annually thereafter, there shall
be a new election. Such officer shall give bond and secm·ity n
'ili
~
m
e sum of five thousand dollars for the faithful discharge
of the duties of his office, to be approved by the Mayor, and
30

•
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shall also be sworn faithfully to perform such duties. He
shall receive a salary at the rate of one hundred dollars per
month.
Duty of com- 37. The Commissioner of Streets anc1 Lanes shall ~ave
missioner.
the immediate supervision of all street work, under t~e duection of the Street and Lane Committee and the C1t_y Surveyor; shall keep the time of the m_en, make. out thmr payroll shall be responsible for the effiCient workm g of the men
the~selves, and shall see that the work is fai~hfu~ly don e as
laid out by the City Surveyor, under the directiOn of the
Street and Lane Committee.
Ordinance 13th October, 1869.

central Rail
38. The Central Rail Road and Banki~g Compan~ of
Road
allowedh
.· are
. h er·eby allowed to increase the wrdth of the srcleto mm·ease
t e Georgra
1
-;~~~ho~p~~~{; walk opposite their property to such an extent as to make t 1e
their
property
. l ewalk L'"'enty
feet ' but on the following express terms
to
twenty
feet SIC
'' ,,
. . and
.
on certain
conditwns.
conel 1"t"ron s, to wit.· That said company sh all, wrthm
. SI X
months after the passing of this ordinance, and at the1r own
expense, lay clown such additiona~ width of pa:~m~nt ~e.
yond the existing line of sidewalk m front of then p10perty,
and shall ever afterwards keep such sidewalk ~n ?ood m:der
and repair; and that said company will also, mtl~m t~e time
aforesaid, and at their own expense, pave the. entrr~ w1clth of
West Broad street between the sidewalks on erther ~rde of th_e
same, with Nicholson IJavement from th e south srde of Rarl
Road street to the south side of South Broad street.
39 Wh enever the remaining part of said West Broad
Other sidewalks to con- t . .t that is to say north of the southern line of South
form to said s ree ,
'
f R "l R d
width.
Broad street, and south of the southern line o
ar.
o_a
street, sh all be paved in the manner afo~·esaicl, that rs,_ wrth
Nicholson pavement or any other authonzed by Councrl,_ :he
width of the sidewalk on both sides of We_st Broad street
sh all conform to the width of sidewalk herembefore allowed
said Rail Road Company, that is to say, twenty feet.
Ordinance 12th May, 1869.

Unlawful to
use velocipedes.

.

40. No person shall use, upon any of the . srdewalks,
squares or parks of the City of Savannah, any vehJCle known
as a vel~cipede, under penalty of twenty-five dolln.rs for each
offense.
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Ordinance 2d May, 1866.

41. The yearly compensation of the keeper of the Park Compensation
of keeper of
shall be twelve hundred dollars, and that the said compensa- Park.
tion shall, in each case, be in full for the services not only of
the said keeper, but of any deputy or deputies.
Ordinance 16th October, 1867.

42. That hereafter it shall not be lawful for any persons Rules as to
. assemblage or processiOn
.
. any sions
publicand
procesto have or hold a pubhc
m
asstreet, square, or thoroughfare within the corporate limits of semblages.
the City of Savannah after sunset and before sunrise, without
the written permission of the Mayor of the city, and any such
unlawful assemblage or procession shall be dispersed by the
police force of the city, under the direction of the Mayor; besides which, every person who may be in such unlawful assemblage or procession shall, on conviction, be fined a sum not
exceeding one hundred dollars, and may also be imprisoned
for a period not exceeding thirty days.
Ordinance 26th May, 1869.

43. That it shall not h ereafter be lawful for any carriage, Vehicles
wagon, cart or other vehicle, not attached to a horse or other ~~~~:~~in
draft animal, to remain in any street, lane or alley, for a longer
time than two hours, under a penalty of not more than ten
dollars on any person found guilty of a violation of this ordinance; and it shall be the duty of the City Police to put on
the information docket every person offending as aforesaid.
Ordinance 9th June, 1869.

44. WHEREAS, there may now and will hereafter exist, Opening new
within the City of Savannah, streets and ways laid off by the ~~f~~d?gafi:Jr~
owner or owners of the soil for the ben efit and convenience of of land.
the owners of lots so laid off with streets and ways, and sometimes without reference to the plan of said city, or a dedicacation to the public use; and whereas, it is desirable that all
such partial dedication should be so extended as to be of general anc1 public ben efit, on such t erms as may be just and
equitable as well to private owners as to the community at
large: now, therefore,
The Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah, in
Council assembled, do hereby ordain, that in all cases, present
and future, of partial dedication as aforesaid, it shall be the
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duty of the Mayor of the City of Savannah to open negotiations with the owners of streets and ways not regularly laid
off into thoroughfares under the authority of said city,
with the view of having such dedication made perfect for the
convenience of the public, and on terms the most advantageous to the public, and most conformable to the general plan
of the city ; and upon the making of any such negotiation,
it shall be the duty of the Mayor to lay the same before the
City Council for acceptance, amendment or rejection.

thoroughfare, shall be attached to the building for which it
may be intended by iron or other strong a,nd substantial metallic bracket or support. And no awning or sign shall be so
constructed as to interfere with the convenience of persons
passing under them, or interfere with any gas lamp or light
therefrom to ~my extent possible to be avoided.
49. It shall not be lawful for any person owning, having
or using any awning or sign post other than such as this ordinance authorizes, to repair or otherwise alter the same without the consent of Council, under penalty of the entire removal of such awning or sign post.

Ordinance 8th January, 1870.

45. It shall not be lawful for any person to obstruct by any
dray, wagon, cart or other vehicle, having 9r not having an
a,nimal or animals attached thereto, the free passage of persons
through any street or other thoroughfare in said city, or the
free access of any person to his or her property, or to any
sidewalk in said city, or so to place any vehicle in any such
street or thoroughfare, as to cause injury to any shade tree;
and no person shall keep any dray, wagon, cart or other vehicle, except on his or her premises, or opposite thereto, for
such time only as may be allowed by existing or future ordi• nance, on pain of being fined in the Police Court in a sum
not exceeding thirty dollars for every offense of obstruction or
other offenses as above defined.
Duty otPollce
46. That it shall be the special duty of every officer and
Force.
member of the Police Force to report every violation of the
foregoing section.

Obstruction ot
streets.

Ordinance 12th December, 1866.

47. It shall not be lawful for any person to put up or erect
in any street or thoroughfare within the City of Savannah,
any post or erection unless the same be of iron not exceeding
two inches in diameter, to be placed immediately on the inner
edo-e
of the curb, and connected with the horizontal portions
0
.
of the frame work for the sul"port of any awning or s1gn,
whether such awning or sign be cloth, or wood, or any other
material, under a penalty of not more than five dollars a clay
for every clay such awning or sign post shall be or remain in
any such street or thoroughfare.
Awning and
48. Every awning or sign, not supported on iron posts as
:~EJ'~~,how above provided, that shall hereafter be put up in any street or

Awniagposts
to be of iron.

buildings.
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Repairofsame

Ordinance 22d July, 1868.

50. Permission is hereby given to the Rev. C. C. Prcnder- C.
Permission to
C. Prendergast and others, composing the St. Patrick Free School So- gast, etc.
ciety, to project on the sidewalk the building about to be erectecl as a Catholic Free School House, on lot number twentytwo, Liberty ward, City of Savannah, to the extent of twelve
feet, including steps, as delineated on drawings which accompany the memorial of said Free School Society to Council on
the subject.
Ordinance 7th July, 1870.

51. That all streets, lanes and ·ways in that part of the City Certain streets
and lanes
of Savannah, known as Choctaw ward, and all those streets, adopted and
lanes tmd ways in that part of said city lately belonging to the ~~~~~e~t;~e~~
estate of Dr. Benjltmin A. White, and which streets, lanes and
ways were laid out. by the proprietors of said parts of said city,
be and the same are hereby declared to be, and are adopted as
public streets, lanes and ways, for the use and convenience of
the inhabitants of said city.
52. That the following streets and lanes are by their pres- Certain streets
extended.
ent width, hereby extended as follows, to wit: Habersham and
Lincoln, southwardly through garden lots numbers 55 and 56
east, said garden lots lying between Huntingdon and Gwinnett streets; and the said Habersham street is hereby extended
southwardly through lands of Dr. J awes J. Waring to Anclerson street: Huntingdon street lane, Hall street and Hall street
lane eastwardly through the aforesaid garden lots numbers 55
and 56, west of Price street, and through building lots 1, 2,
3, 4, 5 and 6 west of ancl to Price street: Bolton street, east-

...
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wardly through section 9, Cuthbert ward, from Abercorn street
to lands formerly belonging to the aJoresaid Benjamin A.
White: Duffy street, eastwardly through section 8, Cuthbert
ward, and extending from Bull street to a line twenty-five feet
east of Drayton street: Montgomery street, southwardly from
Duffy street to Anderson street: Also Habersham street, running south from Gordon street to Huntingdon street, and so
much of Gordon street, Gordon street lane, Gaston street,
Gaston street lane and Huntingdon street, lying within the
property lines of the tract of land owned by Dav1d Brown,
Esq., and known as the eastern half of garden lots numbers
43 and 44 ea.st.
Five freehold53. There shall be appointed five freeholders, according to
~~sa~~cis~~~~- the provisions of section 4 751 of the Revised Code of Georgia,
ages.
whose duty it shall be to assess the damages sustained by the
owner or owners of the bnd, which mu,y be necessary for the
actual extension of said streets and lanes, but only in cases
where it is necessary to take such land for such extension, and
not in any case where such extension may have been already
made by such owner or owners.
[Under the foregoing ordinance, freeholders were appointed,
and damages assessed, and conveyances executed by nearly all
the parties in interest. On 4th August, 1869, the executors
of Dr. B. A. White's will made u,n offer (which the city accepted,) of that "portion" of land necessary for the opening
of "Lincoln street, being fifty-one feet wide, and extending
from Gwinnett street to Anderson street," etc.]
Ordinance 19th August, 1839.

54. No railing or enclosure shall be erected by any person
~~~~fe~o~est within the city, unless the same shall be extended by the perstep.
son putting it up, to the line of his or her lowest step, and in
no case shall a railing or enclosure be erected within the line
of the lowest step, and if a railing be extended beyond the
No ste~ in any line of the lowest step, the person erecting the same shall carry
i~~~ f~oe;.xceed· it out to the space allow eel for steps; and no step or impediment shall be erected in any lane in the city to exceed two
feet.
55 · All encroachments and obstructions, contrarv• to the
E ncroacbments,
etc.,
provisions
of this article
)low
removed.
. • .
. ' and
. all other ol;>structions not herein
Rallings or en-
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particularly enumerated, shall be removed in the manner
pointed out by the :first section of this article, and the offenders and persons molesting or troubling the City Marshal or
officers in the execution of their duty, shall be punished and
dealt with in the manner prescribed by the said :first section of
this article.
Ordinance 7th August, 1P45.

56. Nothing contained in this article shall be so construed
as to permit any railing or enclosure to be erected beyond the
line of the lot, except in front of a dwelling hou~e, unless the
same be open railings of iron or wood, and not to extend beyond
one half the space allowed for railings, and that no brick or
other fence other than an iron or wooden railing shall in any
case be erected or put up ·beyond the line of the lots. And
that no railing of any description shall be erected in front of a
vacant lot or lots not actually having a dwelling house thereon,
and that whenever u,ny railing is erected, in pursuance of the
fifty-fifth section, as amended and explained by this section, the
line of the lot shall be defined and enclosed, either by the house
or an inner fence. And that the said railing shall be erected
as prescribed by said fifty-fifth section, as amended and explained by this section.

Line of railing

Ordinance 30th January, 1840.

57. The trees shall be planted one foot beyond the lineal- Trees, how
lowed for pavements, and the said trees shall be planted twenty planted,
feet from each other, unless otLerwise provided, but in streets
forty-five and :fifty feet in width, they shall be planted twentytwo and a half feet apart, except south of Liberty street, where
they shall be planted twenty-five feet from el1ch other, and in
streets of sixty to eighty-five feet in width, running north ancl
south, the trees shall be planted twenty-two and a half feet
apl1lt, when planted north of Liberty street, and twenty-five
feet apart when planted south of Liberty street. And in streets
of sixty to eighty-five feet in width, running east and west,
they shall be planted twenty feet apart. And in streets one
hundred feet in width, they shall be planted twenty-two and
a half feet apart, and in rear of all trust lots, wherever situate,
and without reference to the width of the street, they shall be
planted twenty feet apart.

--,-

..
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58. At the place of every excavation in a street, lane or
.
thoroughfare, there shall be placed at mght, a light or lights,
sufficient to warn persons of the existence of such excavation;
and every person failing to comply with the requirement of
this section, shall be liable to a penalty, for every night, of
not more than one hundred dollars.

con struct open fences ten feet outside the line of building, in
all that part of the city lying between Jefferson and Lincoln
streets, and six feet outside the line of building of trust lots
frontin g on squares lying west of Jefferson and east of Lincoln streets: P1·oviclecl, always, nevm·theless, that nothing
herein contained shall be con strued to permit the erection of
any such open fence outside the line of building on any part
. of any trust lot not fronting on such square: Ancl provided,
ftwtheT, that nothing contained in this or any other ordinance
shall be construed as granting an irrevocable license, liberty,
easement or privilege, or as impairing the right of the city to
regulate the use of all the streets at all times.

Ordinance 18th January, 1871.
Excavations
1n streets.

59. That hereafter no excavation which may interfere with
any pavement or crossing, sh all be made for any purpose whatever [other than that of repairing such pavement or crossing
under order of the proper authority] except by permission
of Council, [or, in case of great urgency, by permission of
the Mayor or Chairman of the Street and Lane Committee J
and under the immediate supervision of the City Surveyor
or his assistant, and on the ex1Jress condition that such
pavement or crossing shall be properly relaid, under the
same supervision, and at the proper cost of the person causing
such excavation, and immediately after t he object of such excavation sh all have been completed; and that in no event shall
any such excavation be so made or be continued so as to interfere needlessly with travel through any street, lane or thoroughfare. Any lJerson offending against any provision of this
ordinance, may be fined in a sum of not more than one hundred dollars for every unlawful act of excavation, or for the
needless continuance of any excavation for twelve hours after
the same should be filled up and the proper repair made.
Ordinance 15th February, 1871, repealing ordinance of 29th April, 1847,
in regard to space for porticos and pavements on certain streets.

Space allowed
forporticos on
certain streets

60. WHEREAS, Doubt has been expressed whether the or.
d1nance
ab ove rem't ed }1as b een repeal ed ; mw :
The Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah, in Council assembled, do h ereby ordain, that the said ordinance of
29th April, 1847, respecting the space allowed for the porticos
and pavements on Jones, Taylor, Gordon and Gaston streets,
be and the same is hereby repealed.
Ordinance 15th February, 1871.

Open fences
allowed on
trust lots between J elferson and Lincoin streets.

61. That the ordinance passed in Council on the fourth
day of August, 1869, be and the same is h ereby so amended
as to permit the owners of trust lots fronting on squares to
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Ordinance 8th September, 1869.

62. That in addition to the provisions of the several ordi- Not lawful for
nances already in force, prohibiting the discharge within the ~~1fJ;_.e~~~na~y
detonating or
limits of th e city' of guns' pistols' squibs and other instru- fulmmatmg
ments wherein g unpowder is used, it sh all not hereafter be ~t~.paration,
lawful for any pe1'son to sell or to use within said limits any
detonating or fulminating preparation or instrument made or
composed wholly or in part of nitro-glycerine, or oth er detonating or fulminating substance whatever, or any other like
detonating or fulminating preparation or instrument, under
the penalty for every offense of a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, or imprisonment not exceeding thirty days :
P1·ovidecl, howeve1·, that nothin g in this section contained
shall be construed to prevent the sale of ammunition for legitimate purposes.
63. That it shall be the duty of the City Police to report Duty of City
all violations of this ordinance and of th e ordinance or ordi- Police.
nances of which it is amendatory, and that the Mayor is hereby
authorized to offer suitable r ewards for the detection of persons violating said ordinance.
Ordinance lOth May, 1871.

64. That whenever in said citv it shall be required of a Propertyhold. er
to lay sideproper t y or 1ot h old er to lay down · a new s1. d ewalk or to repa1r
walks.
an old one, such property or lot holder sh all be compelled under
the penalty or penalties now prescribed, to lay down or put in
perfect order, as hereinaftel: described, the sidewalk around, in
front of or adjoining his or her property; and when such side-
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walk is so put or placed in order, it shall be inspected by the
Committee on Streets and Lanes, with the authority to call
in, should it be necessary, the assistance of skillful ancl competent judges; and if, upon such inspection, the sidewalk
shall be found to be in such perfect order, the said committee
shall receive such sidewalk in behalf of the city, and thenceTo be kept in forward such sidewalk shall be kept in order and repair by the
order by city.
city, at its own cost n.nd expense: P1·oviclecl, ctlways, that when
any sidewalk may require repair in consequence of any defect
in the cellar door, curb, step or steps, or from any other cause
within the control of such property or lot holder, then in that
case such repair shall be made at the expense of such property
or lot holder.
65. That the time hereafter to be n.llowed for laying down
Time allowed.
o repairing any sidewalk, after notice given to the property
or lot holder so to do, shall be sixty days, and no more, from
the elate of such notice.
66. The "perfect order" herein before prescribed, shall be
Material for
paving. ·
construed to mean a pavement laid in good and workmanlike
manner, upon grades furnished by the City Surveyor, whose
duty it shall be to furnish such grade upon application. The
mn.terin.l used for pn.ving to be either flagstone or the finest
quality of northern lJaving brick, or first quality of Georgia
brick, including Savn.nnah gray brick; and when brick is
used, they shall be laid in the diagonal or herring-bone pattern. The pavement shall also be provided with a good and
sufficient stone curb.
67. It shall be the duty of the Committee accepting the
Certificate to
owner of
pavement for the city, to give a certificate of such acceptance
property.
to the lot or lJroperty holder, and also a duplicate of such certificate to the City Surveyor, who shall preserve the same in
his office as a matter of record.

ARTICLE

LXV.

TAXES.
ORDINANCE.
1. Tax on real estate not to exceed one and three-fourths per
centum per annum.
2. Tax on gross sales real estate,
stocks, and bonds.
3. Tax on sales of cotton and rice.
4. Tax on commissions or profits;
on personal property over $300 ;
on evidences of debt.
5. Tax on 'income from all sources
except from real estate. Relieved from taxation, eight hundred dollars.
6. Tax on gross receipts not included in the above sections. Tax
o_n gross receipts of other agen·
Cies other than those taxed as
commission merchants.
7. Tax on horses and mules.
8. Tax returns on horses and
mules. Transient dealers.
Keepers of public stables liable.
Shall report first of every
month amount of sales, etc.,
etc.
9. Tax on dogs. Duty of Treasurer.
10. Tax returns, how made and
payable by whom.
11. Specific taxes.
•12. Regulation of junk shops, cotton pickeries. License, conditions, etc.
13. Auctioneers; criers allowed.
Stipulations.

14. DrummP.rs ; itinerant traders ·
.
l 1censes;
non-residents; penal-'
ties.
15. Sales from vessels and wharf;
tax ; penalty ; license fee;
terms, how graduated and by
whom.
16. Collection freight money.
17. Badges, venders small wares,
etc.
18. Liquor licenses, retail; conditions, etc. , etc.
19. Badges for vehicles ; rates.
20. Tax on vehicles, how paid, etc.,
etc.
21. Tax returns, how and when
made.
22. Penalties for failure to make
returns. Executions, how is·
sued and by whom.
23. Defining non-residents as ap·
plied to corporations, companies, and persons.
24. One tax for a firm or co-part·
nership.
25. Assessment of real estate and
improvements, when made; return of assessors ; appeal from
return; time.
26. Salaries of officers.
27. Board of Health. Duties of
certain city officers. No extra
compensation.

•
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ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 22d December, 1870.

The Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah, in
Council assembled, do hereby ordain, That on and after the
first day of January next, 1871, taxes and revenue for the
support of the government of the City of Savannah, and for
the advantage and benefit of the inhabitants thereof, shall be
assessed, levied, and raised at and after the following rn.tes,
that is to say:
Taxes on real
1. At the rate of not exceeding one and three fourths per
estate not to
exceed one
centum per annum on real estate in said city, according to
and three
fourths per
·the valuation for the year 1871, and such subsequent valuacentum per
'
7
annum.
tions for improvements as may be made in the year 18 1 or
Rate of taxa- theren.fter, such rate of percentage to be heren.fter fixed by
tion to be fixed
by Council.
Council.
Tax on gross
2. On all gross sales of every kind of goods, wares, and
sales.
merchandise, including all sales by brokers and auctioneers,
and including lumber, timber, shingles, and stayes, one half
Real estate.
of one per centum; sales of real estate, one half of one per
Stocks and
centum; stocks and bonds, one quarter of one per centum.
bonds.
Sales cotton
3. On all gross sales of cotton and rice, one tenth of one
and rice.
per centum.
Commissions
4. One per centum on all commissions or profits derived
or profits.
from any business transactions by any merchant, factor, auctioneer, broker, forwarding, shipping, or commission merchant, and one per centum on the vn.lue of all furniture, jewPersonal prop- elry, and plate worth over three hundred dollars, including
erty over $300. pmnos
.
· 1 1ns
· t rumen t s; an d one .tour
"' th of·
an d all oth er muswa
Value of au
one per centum on the value of all solvent bonds, mortgages,
evidence
of
debt.
judgments, notes, and other evi dences of eb t, owned or controlled in the City of Savannah, except bonds of the City of
Savannah.
Income.
5. At the rate of one per centum 'lJer annum on the excess
of all incomes over eight hundred dollars per annum, derived
from salaries and the pursuit of any profession, faculty, trade,
or calling whatsoever, except income from real estate, and the.
commissions and profits referred to in preceding paragraph.
Gross receipts.
6. One per centum on gross receipts of any business transaction not included in the above and foregoing, and including

a

•

gross receipts of all local insurance companies, gas companies, express companies, cotton presses, hotels, and restaurants; and on all gross earnings of every bank, bank agency,
banker, bill ancl exchange broker; and two per centum on Gross re!Jeipts
of Rgenmes.
the gross receipts of all agencies of other than such local
companies or banks. Also, one per centum on all gross receipts of all commercial agencies, all steamship, steamboat,
vessel, or other agencies, other than those taxed as commission
merchants.
7. One dollar per month on every horse and mule, except Horses and
•
mules.
those actually used in wagons, drays, trucks, or other vehicles
for which badges may have been taken out.
8. One per centum on all gross sales of horses and mules; Taxreturnson
horses and
and returns of such sales shall be made separately from other mules.
returns of gross sales. Transient persons selling horses and Transient
.
.
dealers.
mules shall make theu returns and pay thmr taxes to the City
Treasurer immediately upon such sale. And if any such Penalty.
person shall sell any horse or mule and fail to make his returns and pay his tax as aforesaid; he shall be liable to a fine
1
of not more than one hundred dollars, or to thirty days imprisonment, or both. Keepers of livery stables and stables Keepers of
.
public stables
for the sale of stock, shall report to the C1ty Treasurer on the liable.
first day of every month, or within ten days thereafter, the
amount of sales of stock made by him during the preceding
month, and pay the tax thereon; and in case of failure so to Penalty.
do, he shall be liable to a fine of not more thn.n one hundred
dollars, or thirty days imprisonment, or both.
9. On every dog the annual tax of one dollar and fifty Dogs.
cents, including the price of a badge for each. And all dogs Penalty.
found running at large without such badge shall be impounded, and if not reclaimed within forty-eight hours, shall
be disposed of. And it shall be the duty of the Treasurer to Duty of Treasurer.
put every person on oath as to the number of dogs on his or
.
her premises.
10. And it is further ordained by the authority n.foresaid, Tax returns.
that whenever, under this or any other ordinance of said city, How made and
.
payable by
any return may be reqmred, or any tax be assessed or due, by whom.
or from any non-resident company or corporation, the return
shall be made and the tax be payable by the agent or other
manager or director of such company or corporation.
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11. And it is further ordained by the authority aforesaid,
.
.
that the following annual and specific taxes shall be leVled
and collected :
On every auctio'neer, two hundred dollars; on every wholesale and retail dealer in goods, wares, and merchandise, exclusive of liquor license, fifty dollars; every retail dealer, exclusive of liquor license, twenty-five dollars, and including confectioners; manufacturer of confectioneries, fifty dollars; on
every bank, banker, or bank agent engaged in buying or selling exchange, two hundred dollars; every person or house
dealing in exchange, and every broker of any kind, including
real estate brokers, cotton brokers, money brokers, and pawn
brokers, one hundred dollars; every local insurance company
or agency, one hundred dollars-the same for each and every
agency; every foreign insurance company or agency, two
hundred dollars; every the keeper or keepers of a hotel, one
hundred dollars; every the keeper or keepers of a sailor
boarding-house, fifty dollars; every shipping-master, one hundred dollars; every the owner or owners, lessee or lessees of a
cotton press establishment, two hundred dollars; every the
owner or owners, lessee or lessees of a junk shop, three hundred dollars; a cotton-pickery, to be confined exclusively to
the sale of cotton, two hundred dollars; every the owner of a
steam cotton-gin establishment, one hundred dollars; every
the owner or owners, lessee or lessees of a public stable, one
hundred dollars; every commission merchant or factor, one
hundred dollars; every cotton shipper, twenty-five dollars;
every stevedore other than non-resident, fifty dollars-nonresident, as hereinafter defined, one hundred dollars; every
the owner or owners of a coal, lumber, or wood yard, fifty
dollars; every the keeper or keepers of a warehouse for the
storage of cottQn, merchandise, goods, etc., for each warehouse, fifty dollars ; every the owner or owners of a billiard
table used for hire, forty dollars for each table; for every private billiard table, twenty-five dollars; for every pool table,
one hundred ~md fifty dollars; every the owner or owners of
a ten-pin alley, thirty dollars for each alley; every the owner
or owners of a saw-mill or planing mill, seventy-five dollars;
and on each sash and blind factory, fifty dollars ; on the
owner or owners of every steam engine used for hoisting pur-
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poses, ginning purposes, or any other purpose or business not ~~ 00°~~t~t;,axes
regularly taxed ' as in this ordinance stated or enumerated' trade~
and occupations.
seventy-five dollars; on every engine used for driving a grist
mill, twenty-five dollars; every engine for driving a flour mill,
fifty dollars; every bakery, fifty dollars; every the owner or
owners of a job printing office, twenty-five dollars; every
master builder, mason, or mechanic, including shoemakers
and tailors taking contracts for work, architects, contractors
other than builders, twenty-five dollars; real estate collectors
and agents, and other collectors and agents, and ticket agents,
twenty-five dollars; every the owner or owners of an intelligence office, twenty-five dollars for each; every manufacturer
of soda-water selling from founts, twenty-five dollars; and
manufacturing and bottling soda,-water, fifty dollars; and for
selling soda-water from founts, ten dollars for each fount ;
every soap boiler, tanner and founder, for each establishment,
fifty dollars; every gas fitter, twenty-five dollars; every daguerrean artist, photographer and ambrotyper, twenty-five
dollars ; every steamship, steamboat, vessel or other agency
carried on by any other than taxed commission merchants,
the sum of fifty dollars for each agency; on every wholesale
dealer in ice, one hundred dollars; on each and every museum,
twenty-five dollars; on every express company, two hundred
and fifty dollars; on every baggage express wagon drawn by
one horse, twenty-five dollars-if drawn by two horses, forty
dollars; on every gas company, two hundred and fifty dollars ;
on every restaurant where liquor license is not taken out,
twenty-five dollars; on every rice pounding or cleaning mill,
one hundred dollars ; every lottery office or agency, three
hundred dollars; every barber shop, twenty-five dollars.
12. And it is further declared and ordained, that no junk Regulations of
.
junkshopsand
shop or cotton piCkery shall, after the tenth day of January cotton pickene!t, be used or kept open, unless the owner or owners of nes.
such junk shop or cotton pickery shall have previously paid
into the city treasury the said tax thereon for the year, and
shall have taken out a license from the office of the Clerk of License.
Council,- in which license it shall be distinctly expressed that Conditions.
such junk shop or cotton pickery shall always be subject to
the visitation of the police of the city; a duplicate of which
license, signed by such owner or owners, and expressive of
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his, her, or their assent to such condition, shall be retained
by the Clerk of Council : on refusal of such owner or owners,
at any time, to submit to such visitation, such junk shop or
cotton pickery shall immediately be closed by the Mayor.
And it is hereby declared and ordained, that every such junk
shop license shall be subject to the farther condition that the
same shall be subject to revoc.a tion by the Mayor, if, on examRevocation of ination before him in the Police Court, he shall be satisfied
license.
and shall so pronounce that any city property, or any part of
any machinery, or any appliance of any railroad company, or
gas-light company, or the water-work~ of Savanna~, or of the
Savannah fire department, is found m any such JUnk shop;
and such condition shall be expressed in the license of every
such junk shop dealer; and any person dealing in junk, ~r
carrying on a cotton pickery, and failing to_ take out sue~ hcense, shall be subject to the penalty heremafter prescnbed
in rerrarcl to failing to take out other licenses and badges.
13~ And it is hereby declared to be the meaning of this orAuctioneers.
dinance that the license granted to an auctioneer shall not
autbori~e such auctioneer to sell for n.ny transient dealer or
other person, where the sale or sales may not pa~s regularly
through the books of a regularly licensed auctioneer; but
every such transient dealer or other person shall be compelled to take out a license as an auctioneer, under a penalty
of one hundred dollars for every unauthorized sale or offer to
sell. Every licensed auctioneer shall have the privilege of a~Criers allowed pointing one assistant crier, whose name shall be recorded m
the Treasurer's office, and entered on the license issued. And
no person shall be permitted to sell a~ an ~uctioneer or. :enStipulations. due master, until be shall have comphed w1th the conchtw~s
contained in Section 1438 of the revised Code of Georgm,
known as Irwin's Code.
Drummers.
14. And it is further ordained, That any drummer, ru'n~~~~r~r~f So- ner, or other person, who may solicit trad~ for any no~-resi
trade.
dent merchant or person, or for himself, bemg a non-res1dent,
either on the street or in a warehouse, a wa.gon yard, passenger depot, or elsewhere in the city of ~avannah, and every
Peddlers or
peddler or itinerant trader, shall pay a license fee of t":ent~
~~~:rant tra- five dollars, or more, for such time as the Mayor may, m h1s
discretion, direct or prescribe for such license ; and the same
Licenses.
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ri.1le shall appertain to every non-resident person selling or of- Non-residents
t o se11, by samp1e ; an d for every VlO
· 1at'10n of th ese, fering
selhng to
or sell
of·
£ermg
. .
a'
a·mg by sample.
or any of th ese proVJswns,
every sueh person so ouen
shall pay a fine of not more than one hundred dollars for Penalties.
every clay's default, or be imprisoned for not more than
thirty clays, or both, on conviction before the Police Court.
15. And it is further ordained by the authority aforesaid, Sales from
£or th e sal e of goo ds, prov1s1ons,
. .
.
th at th e 1ICense
wares, or vessels
wharf. and
other articles from any vessel or wharf, shall be one hundred
dollars; and any ship-master, captain or officer of any vessel
selling articles or collecting his own freight money, shall be
subject to a tax of not more than one hundred dollars, in the Tax on same.
discretion of the Mayor; and, in default of payment, shall be
liable to a penalty not exceeding one hundred dollars, or to Penalty.
imprisonment for not more than thirty clays, for every unauffee.
thorized act of collection as aforesaid. The license fee pro vi- TLicense
erms o same
cled for in this section shall authorize sales only for one year· How gradua' ted, and by
but the Mayor may graduate such fee for a less time than one whom.
year, in his discretion.
16. And it is hereby declared and ordained, that any sh1p- Collection of
.
fre1ght manmaster, captam, supercargo, agent, or other officer of any ship ey.
or vessel, who shall purchase a cargo or part of a cargo of timber, lumber, cotton, or any other produce, except through a
regularly taxed commission merchant or broker, shall be liable to a penalty of not more than one hundred dollars, or to Penalty.
imprisonment for thirty clays, for every act of purchasing as
aforesaid.
17. The following persons shall be compelled to take out
badges on the first day of January, annually, or within ten Badges.
clays thereafter, at the prices herein designated, that is to say:
Venallder of
Every vender of small wares, and every huckster and hawker'sm
wares.
and keeper of a cook stove or cook shOI) ' an annual badrre
at
Hucksters and
o
hawkers.
the price of ten dollars, which may be reduced one-half if not Keepers of
.
cook stoves or
reqmred to be taken out until after the first day of July; and shops.
any person subject or liable to take out any such license or Licenses and
badge, or any other license or badge required by this ordinance badges.
to be taken out, except as may be required by section twentytwo of this ordinance, and failing to do so for ten days after the
said person shall have begun business, m each year, shall be liable to a fine of not more than thirty dollars for every clay's de- Penalty.
31
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fault, on conviction before the Police Court, or to imprisonment for not more than thirty days. The licenses and badges
How issued.
provided for in this ordinance shall be issued by the Clerk of
Council, and the licenses shall be signed by the Mayor, attested by the Clerk, and have impresseu on them the seal of
the city.
Liquor licen18. And it is further ordained by the authority aforesaid,
ses.
that on and after the first day of January next, the price of a
license to retail malt, vinous, or spirituous liquors for one
Retail.
year, shall be one hundred and twenty-five dollars, and the
Conditions.
applicant shall be required to submit, as securities, two responsible freeholders of this city as a prerequisite to the issue of
Wholesale.
said license; and for a wholesale liquor license the price shall
be one hundred and twenty-five dollars; aud no sale shall be
conditions.
made under a quart by any wholesale dealer, except in an
original package, and no license for the sale of malt, vinous,
or spirituous liquors shall cover any other business whatever
than the sale of malt, vinous, or spirituous liquors, and shall
one place only apply to but one place for the sale of said liquors, whether
under one roof or otherwise, under a penalty of not more
Bar rooms,
than one hundred dollars. And no bar room shall be licensed
entrance to.
which has not an entrance to it separate and distinct from
the entrance to the dwelling; and the license shall be forfeited
for a second violation of any State law or city ordinance; and,
Forfeiture of in case of forfeiture, the license shall not be renewed for the
license.
space of two years, except by the permission of Council.
Du~yof the
And it shall be the duty of the Clerk of Council to publish,
Clerk of Coun. l .
ail.
quarterly, an alphabetwa
11st of all persons 1·1censed t o se11
liquors· as aforesaid. And any dealer in liquors as aforesaid
Penalty for
failing or refusing to take out a license to sell liquors as aforefailing or re.
.
h
h
fusing to take smd, shall be hable to a penalty of not more t an one unout license.
dred dollars for every day any sueh person may se11 Wl'th on t a
license, or to imprisonment for thirty days, or both.
Badges for ve19. And it is hereby further ordained by .t he authority
hicles.
aforesaid, that hereafter the following shall be the prices for
licenses or badges for the vehicles and animals hereinafter
mentioned:
For
each one-horse dray or truck . . ..... . ..... . ..... $16 00
Rates.
For each two-horse dray or truck ...... . , . .... . ..... 24 00
For each three-horse dray or truck.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 00
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For each four-horse dray or truck.. . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46 00
For each one-horse cart or wagon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 00
For each two-horse cart or wagon .. . ........ . .. . .... 24 00
For each one-horse cab, hack or buggy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 00
For each two-horse cab, hack, or pleasure carriage .. . . 40 00
For each two-horse omnibus . ............ . ......... 40 00
For each four-horse omnibus. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 00
For any break wagon used for exhibiting horses for
sale . ............. . ............................ 40 00
For each horse or mule used for loading or unloading
vessels.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 00
20. The taxes on buggies, carriages, and pleasure vehicles Tax on vehi:
sh a11 be pm'd t o th e c·1ty 'l' reasurer; an d, wh ere badges are cles, how paid.
exacted, they shall be taken out at the office of the Clerk of
Council, and the fees paid to him. Such badges or licenses Badges.
shall be taken out on the first day of January, annually, or
within ten days thereafter, and shall be good until the succeeding January; but where the same may not be required to
be t.aken out before the first day of July, the price may be
graduated by the Mayor, in his discretion; and any person Prices graduaoffending against this section may be fined in a sum not ex- ted.
ceeding thirty dollars for each day's default, or imprisonment Penaltyfor
for not more than thirty days.
default.
21. And be it further ordained by the authority aforesaid, Tax returns.
that all returns required by this ordinance for real estate, income, and commissions shallt>e made quarterly, that is to say: How and when
On the first day of April, the first day of July, the first day made.
of October, and the first day of January, of each year, or
within ten days thereafter, respectively, for the three months
immediately preceding such respective clays; and that for
gross sales and gross receipts of all commercial agencies, and
gross receipts of all steamship, steamboat, and vessel agencies
carried on by other than taxed commission merchants or brokers, returns shall be made between the first and tenth day of
each mouth for the preceding month, beginning with the
month of February next, eighteen hundred and seventy-one.
22. And 1t is further hereby declared and ordained, that, Penalties for
· th e case of every person or persons l'1abl e or subJect
.
to
1n
to failure
make returns.
make a return under this or any other ordinance (except as
may otherwise be by this ordinance provided,) and where de-

•
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One tax for a

firm or co-

partnership.
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When made.
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fault may be made, execution shall issue for a double tax on
the immediately previous return; and if no return shall have
been made, then the party in default shall be liable to a penalty of not more than one hundred dollars, on conviction before the Police Court, for every day's default; anc1 the same
penalty shall apply to the cases of persons failing or refusing
to take out badges or licenses at the proper time or times. In
default of payment of the ordinary or double taxes, or fees
for licenses or badges, executions shall be issued, as heretofore, by the City Treasurer; but whenever, under this or any
.
other tax orc1mance, a fine or penalty may be inflicted in the
Police Court, execution shall be issued by the Clerk of Council, under the seal of the city, and shall be levied and collected in the manner pointed out in the four thousand seven
hundred and sixty-third section of the Revised Code of Georgia.
23. And it is further ordained by the authority aforesaid,
that every corporation or company taxable under this ordinance shall be considered non-resident, and not local, when
the principal place of business of the same is out of the limits
of the State; and the term "non-resident," as applicable to
natural persons, shall include all those who have no fixed
and permanent abode in this State, and also all persons who
shall carry on business in Savannah for a part of the year, and
shall carry on business out of the State another part of the
year.
'24. And it is further ordained and declared, that a firm or
copartnership of persons carrying on business jointly in the
same establishment, and bona fide as partners, shall not be
compellable to pay more than one tax or take out more than
one license for the business of one establishment.
25. And it is further ordained by the authority aforesaid,
that so much of any ordinance of said city as requires that
any assessment of the value of ren,l estate and improvements
shall stand until the assessment in the third yen,r thereafter,
be n,nd the sn,me is hereby so modified as that assessments of
the vn,lue of bud shall be annual, and be made between the
first day of Jan nary and the first dn,y of February, in each
and every year; and the assessment of the value of improvements shall be semi-annual, and shall be made between the
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first of January and the first of February, and between the
first of July and the first of August, in each and every year;
and the written report of the assessors shall, in every instance, Returns of as· t urne d t o tl1e C't
T reasurer by anc1 before the smd
. first sessors.
bere
1 y
days of February and August, respectively. And the report Appeal.
of the assessors shall remain open for inspection in the Treasm·er's office for thirty days after the report is so returned; and
any objections to any assessment shall be made in writing, and
filed in the Treasurer's office before the expiration of the
thirty days as aforesaid; and, unless otherwise ordered by Time.
Council, such assessment shall stand until the succeeding assessment.
26. And it is further ordained by the authority aforesaid Salaries of
th at tl1e "'1011 owmg
·
shall be the annual compensation, and no' City officers.
more, allowed the following city officers and employees from
and after the first regular meeting of Council in Jan nary
next, and annually thereafter, that is to say:
The Mayor ............................... . .. , .... $3,000
Clerk of Council.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.500
City Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2:500
.Assistant City Treasurer ........................... 1,800
City Marshal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,000
City Printer (by contract.)
Clerk of the Market. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,200
Assistant Clerk of the Market
600
City Surveyor ...... . ..... . .. : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 2,000
Assistant City Surveyor ............................ 1,500
Messenger of Council. ........... . ........ ., . . . . . . . . 900
Keeper of the Pest House. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 450
Jailer, including Deputy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,500
Keeper of Forsyth Place. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,200
Pump Contractor, (by contract.)
Corporation Attorney............... . ............. . 1,800
Harbor Master................................... . ],500
Harbor Inspector................................. . 1,200
Chief of Police
2,500
First Lieutenant. ~f ·P~ii~~ .· ....................... .
1,800
Second Lieutenant of Polic~ ...................... .
Chief Detective of Police ............ • ........... 1,800
1,800
Six Sergeants of the Poli~e~ ·e·a~i:.: :::: : :: : ::: ::: ::: : 1,200

Privates of Police, each. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 900
Jail Guards, each.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 900
Health Officer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 600
Keeper of Laurel Grove Cemetery.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,200
Commissioner of Streets and Lanes............. , . . . . 1,200
City Dispensary................................... 1,200 .
Superintendent and Engineer of Water Works........ 1,800
Assistant Superintendent and Engineer of WaterWorks 1,320
Second Assistant Engineer of Water Works. . . . . . . . . . 1,080
Secretary and Treasurer of Water Works.. . . . . . . . . . . . 1,500
Turncock of Water Works. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000
Board
27 . A n d 1t
· 1s
· hereby ordained by the authority aforesaid,
Health.of
gj~i~ft~~~~r- that hereafter the Clerk of Council, the City Marshal, and
cers.
the Messenger of Council, shall, without compensation therefor, perform for the Board of Health the duties heretofore
respectively performed by said officers for said Board.

ARTICLE

LXVI.

TURPENTINE.
STATUTES.
1. Not lawful to export any pitch, 2. Quality, &c., of turpentine bar·
tar, rosin, or turpentine before
rels.
the same is inspected and mark- 3. Barrels of turpentine, how mark·
ed.
ed.
4. Powers of c.orporate authorities.

ORDINANCES.
1. Office of Inspector of Turpen-~3. Additional inspectors may be

tine created.
2. Elected annually.

elected when necessary.
4. Regulations.
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STATUTES.
Irwin's Code.

1. §1515. No person shall ship or put on board any vessel Not lawful to
f Ol. ~xpor t a t'1011 from th'lS . St_ate any p1tc
. h, tar, rosm
. or tur- expot"t.
any
pitch, tar, rpspentme before the Same lS Inspected and marked, provided tf~~b!f~1~eethe
th~re be at the port of exportation a sworn inspector of such ~~~c~~~i~;:,d
artwles, on pain of forfeiting one dollar for every barrel so marked.
shipped, one half to go to the informer and the other half to
the use of the town or place of exportation; the true contents and quality of every barrel of such articles must be
branded on the barrel.
2. §1516. • Every barrel of soft turpentine shall be formed Quality, etc.,
· t st aves, th ree-quar t ers of· an 1nch
.
of
turpentine
of gooct~ an d suffi Clen
thwk,
barrels.
not exceeding five inches wide, not less than thirty nor more
than thirty-two inches long; the head not less than one, nor
more than one :mel a half inch thick, and the barrel secured
with twelve good hoops. If the turpentine be fraudulently
mixed, it shall be condemned by the inspector and delivered
to the owner.
3. §1517. Each barrel of soft turpentine, after inspection, Barrels of tur. if found in conformity to the foregoing provisions, shall be ~e~~~~~how
branded or marked by the inspector as follows: the pure or
virgin turpentine with the letter "V," the yellow clip "S,"
the hard " H."
4. §1518. The corporate authorities of any seaport town Powers of cormay make such further regulations for inspection of rosin, ftY~~-te authorpitch, tar, and turpentine, and for the discovery of fraud in
making and vending said articles as to saicl authorities, respectively, shall seem proper.
ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 27th October, 1849.

1. The office of Inspector of Turpentine be, and is hereby
created. .
2. An mspector of turpentine shall be elected annually at
the first regular meeting in January.
3. Additional inspectors may be elected whenever it shall
be necessary to do so in order to carry this article into full
effect.

Office of Inspector of
Turpentine.
Elected annually.

Additional Inspectors.
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Regulations.

4. The following regulations shall be of force :
1st. Each barrel of soft turpentine shall be of the weight
of 350 lbs. gross, and free from water or other extraneous
matter.
Formation of
2d. Each barrel shall be formed of good and sufficient
barrel.
staves, three-quarters of an inch thick, not exceeding five
inches wide, not less than thirty or more than thirty-two
inches long; the heads not less than one or more than one
and a half inches thick, and secured with twelve good hoops;
total weight of the bal'l'el not being over sixty pounds.
Fraudulen!.ly
3d. If the turpentine be fraudulently mixed, it shall be
mixed.
condemned by the inspector and delivered to the owner.
Duty of In4th. Inasmuch as it is difficult for the makers of the turspector.
pentine so to regulate the size of their barrels and quantity of
contents, that each barrel shall weigh precisely the number of
pounds required by this article, it is provided that the inspector
shall, after careful examination of the barrel submitted, make
out two fair bills of the same, the one for the seller and the
other for the buyer, in which he shall designate the quantity
and quality of the same, after proper deductions for water,
&c., and making proportionate allowance to the seller when
the barrel shall weigh more than the required number of
pounds, and the same allowance to the buyer when the barrel
shall weigh less.
Brands and
5th. Each barrel of turpentine, after inspection, if found
marks.
in conformity to this act, shall be branded or marked by the
inspector as follows: the pure or virgin turpentine with the
letter V; the yellow dip, S ; the hard, H.
Fee.
6th. The fee for inspection of turpentine to be five cents
per barrel, to be paid by the purchaser when passed, and by
the seller when condemned.
Bond $200.
7th. Every inspector appointed under this ordinance shall
give bond and security in the sum of two hundred dol]Jl,rs for
the faithful performance of his duty, and be sworn befor!'l the
Mayor.
Penalty $30.
8th. If any inspector shall inspect any turpentine contrary
to the directions of this article, he shall forfeit and pay the
sum of thirty dollars for each offence; one half to the informer and one half to the party aggrieved.
Weight of barrel.

ARTICLE

LXVII.

VESSELS.
ORDINANCES.
1. No vessel lying at or near the 9.
wharf, etc. , to have fire in any
caboose, etc., unless said caboose, etc., be safely covered, 10.

2.
3.
4.
5.

"

6.

7.
8.

Vessel lying in the stream to
keep a lamp burning suspended,
etc., all night.
Vessel under weigh to keep a
lighted lantern suspended, etc.
&c.
11. Penalty.
Penalty.
12. Vessel on fire in Savannahr iver.
Disposition of fines.
Chief Engineer or Mayor to perFire on board of boats, etc.
mit an engine and company to
Boats obstructing wharf, etc.
Vessels loaded with timberrepair to assistance of vessel.
13. Expense to be paid by owner.
certificate of measurement.
No landing of ballast, etc.
Sales from vessels and wharf.
Productions of F lorida and S.
Carolina excepted.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 28th November, 1803.

1. No vessel, ship or boat lying at or near any wharf or No fire on
.
.
.
board vessels
store, or alongs1de any sh1p, vessel or boat lymg at or near at wharves.
any wharf or store, shall be allowed or permitted to kindle,
light, or have or keep any fire in any caboose, fire-place, or
otherwise upon or above the deck of said vessel, ship or boat,
unless said caboose, fire-place or other convenience for that
purpose, be well and safely covered and surrounded with a
good, secure and sufficient caboose house, or other convenience or enclosure, to prevent the communication of fire or
sparks from the said caboose, fire-place, or other convenience.
2. The master, commander, or other person having charge Penalty $50.
of any ship, vessel or boat on board of which there shall have
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been kindled, lighted, or kept any fire or fires contrary to the
intent and meaning of this article, shall, upon conviction
thereof before the Police Court, forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding fifty dollars for each offense.
of
3. All fines and penalties inflicted by this article, shall be
recovered as I1eretofore, before the Police Court, and one half
of said fines to go to the informer, and the remainder to the
use of the city.
Ordinance 11th June, 1810.

4. Whenever it shall be made to appear to the Mayor or
any one of the Aldermen of said city that any fire or fires been
kindled, or lighted, or used, except in a covered caboose, on
board of any boat or other small craft, lying at or being near any
of the wharves of the City of Savannah, he shall forthwith issue
warrant for' a warrant, directed to the Marshal of said city, commanding him
~~~;:~ai.:~lo~! to compel the captain or any person on board said boat to give
Council.
good and sufficient security, by bond or otherwise, to appear before the Police Court, to answer for the said offense and _abide
If no capta,in, by the decision of said Court; and in case it should be made to
summons for
.
owner or the appear that there be no person on board, or commanclmg, or
lessee of wharf
_
.
.
.
.
.
havmg dnectwn of smd boat, then to Issue a summons reqmring the })erson or persons to whom the said boat shall belong or
come consigned, to appear before said Court at its next meeting,
and in case it shall appear that there is no such person commanding or having direction on board said boat, and no particular consignee residing in said city as aforesaid, then and in
that case to issue a summons to the owner residing within the
jurisdiction of the city, or the lessee or lessees of said wharf or
water lot, to appear and answer as aforesaid. When the peron
or persons so cited to appear shall make default, or after appearance it shall appear to Council that the said fire or fires were
lighted, kindled, or used on board said boat or boats, then and
in such case Council shall inflict a fine on said persons so sumFine $30.
moned in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars, to be levied by
distress and sale of the defendant's goods ~tnd chattels, in the
usual manner of levies in such cases made and provided, or
where in cases in which security has been given, then, and in
such cases, on the goods and chattels of said security as well
as principal.
Fires on board
vessels, etc.
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5. When any of the said boats shall be found moored or lying ~~~~~~~r,~~~
at any public wharf or wharves of the city, so as to obruct said
wharf or wharves, or be found discharging or taking in a cargo,
or any part thereof, at such wharf or wharves, contrary to the
ordinance in such case made and provided, then, and in such
case, the person commanding or having direction on board
said vessel or boat, if any such there be, or the owner or owners, consignee or consignees of such boat or cargo, shall be
summoned and obliged to appear before Council, to answer
for such violation of the ordinance, and, on conviction thereof,
Penalty $30.
shall be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars.
Ordinance 15th March, 182'7.

6. Every vessel loaded wholly or in part with lumber of vesselloa<led
.
.
.
mth lumber,
any description, cleared at the custom house of this distnct certificate of
.
_
measurement.
for any port (other than a port of this State), shall recmve a
certificate of the measurement of such lumber, to which certificate, when for a foreign port, the seal of the city shall be
affixed, and for which the measurer or inspector of said lumber shall receive as his compensation the sum of one dollar,
and the Clerk of Council for affixing the seal of the city, the
sum of fifty cents, to be paid by the shipper thereof.
Ordinance 19th August, 1839.

.

7. It shall not be lawful for the master, owner, consignee No landing of
ballast, etc.
or any other person concerned, to land ba11 ast fi·om any vessel,
unless the same be immediately removed to such place as may
be pointed out by the Marshal of the city, or any of the Street
and Lane Committee.
Ordinance 22d December, 18'70.

8. That the license for the sale of goods, provisions, wares Sales from
vessel and
or other articles from any vessel or wharf, shall be one hun- wharf.
dred dollm·s; and any shipmaster, captain or officer of any
vessel selling articles or collecting his own freight money,
shall be subject to a tax of not more than one hunch·ed dol- Tax on same.
lars, in the discretion of the Mayor; and in default of payment, shall be liable to a penalt"y not exceeding one hundred Penalty.
dollars, or to imprisonment for not more than thirty days, for
every unauthorizecl act of collection as aforesaid. The license
fee provided for in this section shall authorize sales only for License fee.
one year; but the Mayor may graduate such fee for a less time

I

I
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than one year, in his discretion. This section shall not affect
nor operate on ships or vessels laden with the productions of
the Floridas or South Carolina, nor shall it compel any person
to take a license for the sale of tropical fruits, nor for apples
and cabbages brought by. any ship or vessel into this port.
Ordinance 19th February, 1846.

Vessels lying
9. It shall be the duty .of the master or commander of
intbestream
. t'wn, no t moore d at
to keep lights. every vesse l or eraft, of wh at ever ' d escnp

some wharf within the limits of the city, and lying in the
stream of the river Savannah, within the said limits or below
the same, between the city and Tybee, to suspend and keep
suspended, during all the hours of night, at the masthead, or
in some prominent part of the rigging of such vessel or craft,
a lamp properly trimmed and lighted, sufficiently large and
brilliant to give timely notice of the presence of such vessel or
craft to all navigating the stream. For every violation of this
section, the offender shall be fined not exceeding thirty dollars,
one half to the informer.
Ordinance 16th January, 1851.

10. It shall be the duty of the master or commander of
:;'~~?tetgl~~~P every vessel or craft of whatever description, under weigh,
~~~n suspend- within the limits of the city, or below the same, between the
city and Tybee, to suspend and keep suspended during the time
said vessel or craft is under weigh at night, a lighted lan~ern
at the bowsprit or jib-boom, so that another vessel or craft
may know how she is standing.
Penalty $30.
11. For any violation of the above section, the offender
shall be fined in a sum not exceeding thirty dollars, upon information and conviction before the Police Court, one half to
the informer and the other half to the city.
Vessel on fire
12. It shall be lawful, on application being made by any
~~v~~~annah ship owner, consignee, agent or captain, for the Chief or commanding Engineer, or in the absence of the Chief or commanding Engineer, for the Mayor or acting Mayor, to detail
or give permission to the foreman or manager of any engine
company belonging to the Fire Department of the City of
Savannah, to repair with his engine and company to the assistance of any vessel which may be on fire ·n the waters of
the river Savannah, between Ray's Hall and the ocean.
Vessels under
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13. All expenses incurred by said company, and which are ~x;;:~~~~be;c.
now allowed by law in cases of fire, and all damage, injury or owners.
loss, which may thereby accrue to engine or apparatus so employed, shall be paid by the owners, agents or consignees of
such vessel so assisted : P?·oviclecl, jm·the?·, that not more than Proyiso as to
.
.
.
engmea.
two engmes shall be sent out of the mty at any one time.
[For speed of steamers passing line of wharves, see section
10, of Article XXIII, title Docks and Wharves, and as to vessels having gunpowder on board, see Article XXXV.]

ARTICLE

LXVIII.

WATER WORKS.
ORDINANCES.
1. Board of Commissioners ap·
pointed annually by the Mayor
on the third Mond:<.y in Decem·
her.
2. Organization.
3. Vacancies.
4. Power to make rules and regu·
lations.
5. Annual report first Monday of
November.
6. Chairman.
7. Bills.
8. Repairs.
9. Board not to be interested in
contracts.
10. Power of Board to appoint and
remove officers, etc.
11. Water rents to be collected b~
Secretary.
12. City Treasurer to keep an ac·
count, etc.
13. Persons opening hydrants. Pen·
alty $10 to $lOll.

14. Making connections. Penalty
$10 to $100.
15. Turning off or on the water. Pen·
alty $10 to $100.
16. Destroying engine houses or
any other property.
17. Board to license plumbers.
18. Duty of plumbers.
19. Neglect of duty.
20. Material of all service pipes.
21. Supply of water.
22. Connections with the distribu·
ting pipes.
23. Fee for permit, etc.
24. If connections become leaky,
$10 for not repairing in twentyfour hours.
25. Persons using false key, etc.
26. Wasting water, etc.
27. Polluting water, etc.
28. Officers to enter lots for inspec·
tion, alterations, etc.
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29. Servants, minors, etc., guilty,
masters, guardians, etc., liable.
30. Persons taking water not to allow other persons to procure
water from their premises, etc.
31. Leaks to be repaired by employees of the Board.
32. Use of private fountains.
33. Supply of water withheld when
ordinances are violated.
34. Fines, how credited.
35. Assessed rates.
36. Persons desiring water.
37. Water rates. No house l e s s
than five dollars.
38. Water rates.
39. Hotels, etc.

WATER WORKS.

40. Water rates payable semi-annu·
ally on 1st May and 1st N ovember. Failure to pay in fifteen
days, etc.
H. Not lawful for persons to moor
rafts, vessels, etc., alongside
line of pilings attached to land
of Water Works. Penalty $20
per day.
42. Board of Commissioners Savan·
nah Water Works authorizeJ to
issue execution for arrears of
wafer rent.
43. Any right of the Board to enforce the collection of water
r('lnt which they now have, not
abridged by this article.

ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 4th May, 1854.

1. The Mayor shall appoint two Aldermen and three citizeus at large, annually, to constitute a Board of Commissioners for the care and management of the Savannah Water
Works.
Organization.
2. The persons so appointed shall meet and organize themselves into a Board, by the choice of a chairman from their
own number, and may make such rules and regulations for
their own government as they may deem expedient.
Vacancies.
3. In the event of vacancies in said Board by death, resignation, removal or otherwise, the Mayor shall have power to
fill said vacancies.
Power to make
4. The sn,id Board shall have power to mn,ke rules and reg~~~
ulations.
ulatwns for the government of the n.ter Works, and to digest a system of revenue to be derived therefrom, all of which
shall be subject to the City Council for its approval.
Annual report
5. The said Board shall, on or before the first Monday of
November, annually, 1)resent to the City Council a report of
the condition of the Water Works, and of the lands and other
pro1)erty connected therewith; an account of all receipts and
expenditures; together with any information or suggestions
which they may deem important, and shall, at the same time,
submit to the City Council the report of the Superintendent
and Engineer, and that of the Secretary.

Board of Commissioners.

.

w

.

4M

6. The Chairman of the said Board shall exercise a general Chairman.
supervision over the Water Works, the property connected
therewith, and over all officers and agents.
7. All bills for expenditures by the said Board shall be cer- Bills.
tified by the Chairman, and vised by the Mayor.
8. The said Board, with the approval of the Mayor, shall Reports.
have power to make all necessary repairs of the works, but
shall not make any addition to said works, nor extend the
mains and pipes of distribution without the approval of Council being first had and obtained.
9. No one or more of said Board shall be interested di- Board not to
rectl y or. m
. d'll.ec tl y m
. any con t raet en t ere d m
. t o by t h em WIth
. in
be contracts.
interested
any other person, nor shn,ll they be interested either directly
or indirectly in the purchase of any material to be used for
the' Savannah Water Works.
10. The said Board shall have power to appoint andre- To appoint
e II
· offi cers an d employees, to prescnbe
. theu
. and
remove
move th e .lO
owmg
officers.
duties, and to fix their salaries, provided said salaries be approved of by the City Coimcil :
Jili1·st. A Superintendent and Engineer.
Seconcl. A Secretary or Water Registrar, who shall also be
Clerk of the Board.
Thi1·cl. A First and Second Assistant Engineer.
Fo~wth. Such number of turncocks, firemen, and laborers,
as may be found necessary for the proper and economical
management of the works.
11. The Secretary or Water Registrar shall pay over to the Water rents to
City Treasurer all water rents collected by him in accordance ~:;r~~;~i:d by
with the rules and regulations for the government of the
works, to be hereafter adopted by the Board of Commissioners.
12. The City Treasurer shall keep an account current with City Treasurer
the Water Works, and whenever the receipts shall accumulate ~~:~£.P an acso that there shall be a surplus not needed for the payment of
current expenses, including interest, or the alteration or extension of said works, it shall be the duty of the Mayor to Mayor to ininvest the same in some safe stock, so as to make it available vest surplus.
for the payment of interest and principal of the city bonds
issued for the Water Works.
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13. If any person shall open any hydrant within the limits
of the City of Savannah, or lift or remove the cover of the
same without the license of the said Board, or of the Superintendent and Engineer, or the Secretary, except in case of
fire, and then only under the direction of the fire company, he,
she or they so offending shall be liable to a penalty of not less
than ten, nor exceeding one hundred dollars, one half to be
paid to the informer, the other half into the city treasury.
Making un14. If any person shall make any opening or connection
authorized
connections. with any pipe or reservoir without a license, he or she so offending shall be liable to a penalty of not less than ten nor
more than one hundred dollars, one half to be paid to the informer, the other half into the city treasury.
Turning oil' or
15. If any person shall turn on or turn off the water in
on the water.
any of the pipes or reservoirs, without the license mentioned
in section thirteen, he, she or they so offending, shall be liable
to a penalty of not less than ten nor more than one hundred
dollars, one half to the informer, the other half into the city
treasury.
Destroying or
16. If any person shall destroy, deface, impair, injure, or
defacmg prop.
erty.
wantonly force open any gate or door, or m any way whatsoever, destroy, injure or deface any part of the engine houses,
reservoir-building, or other buildings, or the appurtenances,
fences, trees or fixtures thereunto appertaining, or any water
pipes, gates, cisterns, hydrants, fountains, or any fixtures or
other property appertaining to the City Water Works, he, she
or they so offending, shall be liable to a penalty of not less
than ten nor more than one hundred dollars, one half to the
informer, the other half into the city treasury.
17. The Board of Commissioners of the Savannah Water
Board to li~~~se plumb- Works may, from time to time, authorize and license plumbers to make and repair connections with the water pipes under
If not licensed their control, and any person not duly authorized or licensed
$lOO penalty. as aforesaid, who shall make such connection, shall, on conviction before the Police Court, pay a sum not exceeding one
hundred dollars, one half of the fine to be paid to the informer,
the other half to be paid into the city treasury. Each licensed plumber shall give bond in the sum of two hundred
Bond of
plumbers.
dollars, conditioned for the faithful performance of the duties
of his office.
Penalty for
opening hydrants.
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18. It shall be the duty of the plumbers to make returns Duty of
.
. .
plumbers.
m wntmg to the office of the Secretary, on the completion
of all connections made by them, giving a description of the
premises, location of service cock, length of service pipe,
number of feet from the easterly or westerly line of the lot or
premises where the pipe enters the same, n.nd the size of the
service pipe, number of the hydrants, baths, water closets,
fountains, street washers, apparatus for g~rden hose, or other
apparatus supplied therefrom, together with the name of the
occupant or owner of such premises. It shall be the duty of
the Superintendent to inspect the connections, lLnd upon being approved by him, he will allow the water to be turned on.
19. If any plumber shall neglect or refuse to .inn.ke the re- Neglect of
turn required by the preceding section, or shall make a false duty.
return of connections and fixtures attached thereto, he shall,
on conviction, pay a sum not exceeding fifty dollars, and be
subject to removal or withdrawal of his license.
20. The material of all service pipe, connected with the Material of
distributing pipes, shall be approvM by the Board of Com- service pipe.
missioners.
21. No supply of water will be granted to any house, ex- Supply or
cept on the written application of the owner or occupant of water.
the same, at the office of the Board.
22. All connections made with the distributing pipes shall connections
be provided with a good and sufficient stop-cock ther~in, lo- m~ p~~~~bu
cated at the main pipe, for the purpose of stopping or shutting off the supply of water whenever the same shall be necessary.
23. Upon receiving a permit to connect the service with Feeforpermit
the distributing pipes, there must be paid such sum as the
Board of Commissioners may require, to cover the expense
of the service cock and inserting the same, which service will
be inserted by persons employed by the said Board for that Who inserted
purpose; and any person not so employed, who shall tap or by.
bore any main or distributing pipe, for the purpose of insert- ~~~ifrfe~~y.
ing a service cock therein, or for any other purpose, shall, on
one
conviction, forfeit for each offense, a sum not exceedinO'
0
•hundred dolbrs and costs, one half payable to the informer,
the other half into the city treasury.
32

..
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Leakyconnec- 24. If the connection or branch pipe, stop or hydrant cock,
tiona.
through which the premises of any person shall have been
supplied with water, shall become lea,ky or out of repair, it
shall be the duty of such person forthwith to have the same
repairecl; and if such person sha,ll neglect to have the same
repaired within twenty-four hours after notice, he, s11e or they
on conviction before the Police Court, shall be fined in the sum
of ten dollars; and if such person shall continue to neglect to
have the same repaired, the supply of water on such premises
shall be shut off.
25. If any person shall, by any false key or otherwise, after
False keys.
the water shall be shut off from any premises, cause or suffer
such })remises to be supplied with water, such person, his aiders and abettors, each and every, shall, for every such offense,
be subject to a penalty not exceeding one hundred dollars and
costs, one half to the informer.
Wastingwater 26. If any person shall knowingly and unnecessarily waste
the water on his premises, he, she or they shall be liable to a
penalty of not less than ten dollars and costs, and the supply
of water may be withheld from such pr~mises.
27. If any person shall wilfully pollute the water in the
P'olluting
water.
reservoirs or pipes, he, she or they shall be subject to a, penalty
of not less than fifty, nor more than one hundred dollars, and
costs, one half payable to the informer, the other half into the
city treasury.
Officers t? en28. The officers and employees of the Board of Commisprenuses s10ne1·s
.
. t en d ent at any seater inspecti•Jn,
for
may, when a·uecte d by th e supenn
alterations,
1
t
·
t o mspec
·
t th e
etc.
sonable hours, enter upon any o or premrses
condition of the Water Works, and make such alterations an.d
repairs therein, or do such other acts as shall be deemed by
them necessary and appertaining to their duties ; and any person, whose premises are or may be supplied with water in pursua,nce of this article, shall be deemed and taken to assent to
the terms and requirements of the same or any ordinance
amendatory thereof.
Whenservants 29. In all cases where any servant, a})prentice, or minor
etc.,gnilty,
·
master, etc., shall be guilty of any breach of this article, the mast er, mrsliable.
'lt
h
tress, employer, parent, or guardian of such, so gm y, s a11
be responsible for, and subject to the payment of the penalties imposed for such breach or violation.
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30. It shall be the duty of every person whose premises Unauthorized
may. be su PPl'Ie d Wl'th wat er, t o prohiblt
. . persons from pro- takmg
water. of
curmg any water from such premises, under a penalty of
twenty dollars and costs; and the supply of water may be
shut off from such premises, at the discretion of the Board of
Commissioners, and e¥ry person who may use the water with_ Persons using
out paying therefor, upon conviction before the Police Court ;:if~g~vlthout
shall be subject to a penalty of twenty dollars and costs, on~
half payable to the informer, the other half into the City
Treasury.
31. It shall be the duty of all persons regularly employed Leaks, etc., to
on the wo
·k t
t t o th e office of the Board in writing he reported.
· I s, o repor
an~ leaks or unnecessary waste of water that U:ay come t~
therr knowledge, also any violations of this article.
3~. Private fountains or jets shall not be used more than Use ofprivate
three h
h d
l
fountams.
. .
ours eac
ay, un ess specially permitted, and on adchtiOnal payment; and the right is reserved to suspend their
use, whenever, in the discretion of the Chairman of the Board
of Commissioners, the public exigency may require.
33. The supply of water may be withheld from all prem- Supply of
ises
.
water may be
. when th. e 01·d'mances, ru 1es or regu l at1ons
adopted by the withheld.
City Council and the Board of Water Commissioners have in
any manner, been violated, and the supply not again let ~n
except upon ~ rectification of the cause of withholding th~
same, and satisfactory assurance given that no further cause
of complaint shall arise, and upon payment of the sum of
two dollars to cover the expense of shutting off and letting on.
34. All fines received for penalties under this article shall Fines, how
be placed by the City Treasurer to the credit of the Water credited.
Works.
35. The rates when assessed shall be final and conclusive Assessed rates
subject only to revision by the Board.
'
36. It shall be the duty of all persons who may desire Persons desir·
water for building purposes, to make application at the office mg water.
in writing, accompanied by an estimate of the amount of
brick, perches of stone, or yards of plastering for which it is
required, and pay the rate assessed therefor before using the
same; and any person using water in violation of this section
shall be subject to a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars.
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37. The following shall be the rates to be charged annually for the use of the water': P1·ovided, that no house shall
be assessed at less than five dollars:
WATER RATES.

Dwelling
houses.

38. Dwelling houses, when valued
taxes, as follows :
Valuation.

Hotels, etc.

Stores.

Stables.

Hose.

f~r

the assessment of
Water Rate.

$1,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5 00
Over 1,000 and not exceeding $2,000.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 00
" 2,000 " "
"
3,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 00
" 3,000 " "
"
4,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 00
" 4,000 " "
"
5,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 00
" 5,000 " "
"
6,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 00
" 6,000 ,, "
"
7,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 00
" 7,000 " "
"
8,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 00
" 8,000 " "
"
9,000 .. . ........ ... .. 16 00
" 9,000 " "
"
10,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 00
" 10,000 " "
"
15,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 00
" 15,000 " "
"
20,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 00
Which latter sum shall be the maximum for any private
family. If the hou ses are occupied by more than one family,
an additional rate will be charged.
The Commission ers :tre h ereby authorized to assess the valuation of the improvements upon t h e fee simple lots.
39. Hotels, taverns, and boarding houses, not including
water for baths or for uses within the hou se, will be charged,
for each bed for boarders and lodgers within the same, one
dollar.
For stores and offices, five dollars. For each water closet
more than one, fi ve dollars additional; ::md for each urinal or
wash-hand basin more th an one, two dollars and fifty cents
additional.'
P rivate stables, including water for washing carriages, six
dolbrs; for each h orse over two, two dollars; livery stables,
including water for washing carriages, for each stall, two dollars; omnibus stables for each horse, two dollars; truckmen's
stables, for each horse, two dollars.
For the right to attach a hose ~ inch orifice for washing
houses and pavements, in addition to the charge for other uses,
not less than three dollars.
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For each printing
office, according to the number of presses flees.
Prtntingof.
used, not including supplying of steam engine, six dollars to
forty dollars.
Confectioneries, eating houses, provision shops, refresh- Refectories.
ment and oyster saloons, according to the amount of water
used, five dollars to forty dollars, each.
For stationary steam engines, working not over twelve hours Steam engines.
per clay, on each horse power, six dollars.
For each thousand brick or perch of stone laid, and for each Building purbarrel of lime used for plastering, five cents.
poses.
For the average daily ll'Se of flour, for each barrel the sum Bakeries.
of three dolbrs p~r ::mnum, and in no case less th an twentyfive dol lars.
Fountains are only to be used at the discretion of the Board Fountains.
of Commissioners, and shall be charged by special contract.
No fo untain will be allowed when the water is not used for
other purposes.
Hotels, taverns, and boarding h ouses shall be charged for Baths.
each tub exceeding one, the sum of five dollars. Public bathing establishments shall be charged for each tub five dollars.
Private families are allowed as many tubs as they may desire.
For every water closet beyond one, th e sum of five dollars water closets.
each.
License for sprinkling streets, watering gardens, and matters not h er einbefore embraced, are reserved for special contracts by and with the Board of ·commissioners, who shall
have authority to make special contracts, and to make such
alterations in th e foregoing rates as in their judgment the interests of the city may require.
Ordinance lOth January, 1856.

40. The rates to be charged for water shall be payable semi- water r ates,
annually, in advance, at the office of the Board, on the first when payable.
days of May and November, [and on the first Monday thereafter, when the said days shall fail on the Sabbath,] and rateably
for any fraction of a term; and, on failure to pay the same Penalty for
within fifteen days, ten per cent. shall be added to the assess- failure to pay.
ment for collection, and if not then paid promptly, the water
shall be shut off, and not again let on said premises until all
arrearages are paid, and at least two dollarf,l in addition for
shutting off and letting on.
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Ordinance 29th February, 1857.
No vessel, etc.
41. It shall not be lawful for any person or persons to moor
to be moored
alongside line any vessel or flat, of any description, or any ra?t of timber
of pilings.

lumber or reeds alongside the line of piling attached to th~
laud belonging to or used by the Board of Commissioners of
the Savannah Water Works, near the mouth of the Savannah
and Ogechee Canal, on the Savannah river, under a penalty
of twenty dollars per day for the first day, or part of day, and
ten dollars for each succeeding day, or part of day, such vessel, flat or raft may be mom·ed as aforesaid; and that any person or persons so offending shall be liable to be fined before
the Police Court in the said sum or sums; and that said fines
shall be collected in the same manner, and under the same
rules and regulations as are now provided for the recovery of
fines under existing or future ordinances.
Ordinance 29th November, 1865.

42. Whenever
water rent shall be due by any person for
.
,
usmg water of the Savannah Water Works, and such rent
.
shall not be pa1d on demand made by the Secretary, or other
.
.
agent of said Savannah Water Works, 1t shall and may be
lawful to and for the Board of Commissioners of said Savannah Water Works to issue an execution against such person
in arrears for water rent ; such execution to be signed by the
Chairman of said Board, and countersigned by the Secretary
thereof, and directed to the Marshal of the city, as in cases of
taxes due said city, which execution the Marshal shall forth' with proceed to enforce as in other cases of executions placed
in his hands.
certain rights
43. Nothing in the foregoing section shall be construed
retained.
to abridge, limit or take away from said Board of Commissioners any right which they now have to enforce the collection of water rents.
[For salaries of officers of Water Works, see Article LXV.]
Bqard of commiSSIOners of
Water Works
authorized to
i~sue execution for at~
rears of water
rent.

ART I'C L E

LX I X .

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES-WEIGHING, ETC.
STATUTES.
1. Ordinary to procure marking

2,
3.

4.
5.
6.

instruments for marking all
weights and measures.
Vendors must have weights and
measures marked.
Selling by deficient weights or
measures, how punished.
Standard of weights and meas·
ures to be procured.
Ordinary to give notice.
Any person selling by false
weights and measures shall be
deem a common cheat.

7. Oath of one weighing cotton or
rice.
8. Oath to be recorded and penal·
ty for weighing without oath.
9. Tare on rice.
10. Tare on other articles.
11. No deduction to be made for
turn of scales.
12. Corporate authorities may reg·
ulate weighing.
13. Powers of Mayor and Aldermen
in regard to Market in Sa van·
nah.

ORDINANCES.
I. Clerk of the Market shall be in·

spector of weights and meas·
1rres used in the market. His
duties.

STATUTES.
Irwin's

R~sed

Code.

1. §1584. The Justices of the Inferior Court [now the Ordinary to
Ordinary] must procure for their respective counties a mark- fri~ci'::~~~~rk
ing instrument, seal, or stamp, for the purpose of marking all::~~': an
weights and measures, which the Clerk of the Inferior Court ~~~~~e:.nd
[now the OrdinaryJ may find not to weigh or measure less
than the standard established by the C9ngress of the United
Sta,tes, which is the standard of this State.
2. §1585. All persons engaged in selling by weights and hvendoNto
ave measures
measures, shall apply to the Clerk or the Inferior Court [now marked.
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the Ordinary] of th eir respective counties, and have their
weights and measures so marked; and, in default th ereof, shall
n ot collect any account, note, or other writings, t h e consideration of wh ich is any commodity sold by their weights or
measures.
~~~~:%i:~is
3. §1586. Any citizen may complain to the Clerk of the
and
mea~ures, Inferior Court [now the Ordinary], of the deficiency of any
how purushed.
weights and measures, whether marked or not, and when done,
it is t he duty of said Clerk [Ordinary] to notify th e person
complained of, and give him the name of th e complainant,
and specify a day, not more than ten days distant, when be
shall submit his weights and measures to th e test of the Justices of the Inferior Court [Ordinary], and if the complaint is
found to be true, within the seller's knowledge, h e shall be
deemed a person selling by false weights and measures, and
shall be presented by the grand jury as such, if no person appears and indicts. ·
Standards of
4. §1587. The Governor shall procure standards of weights
weights and
.
d
measures to be and measures for each county whiCh does not have them, an
procured.
.
. Court
the mar k s prov1'ded b y th e I n £enor
they, together w1th
[Ordinary], shall be kept in the office of their clerk [Ordinary's office] for the inspection of citizens.
Ordinary to
5. §1588. Wh en such standards are obtained, it is the
give notice.
duty of such Clerk O;·dinary] to give sixty days' written notice thereof at the door of the Court Honse, and in the public
gazette where the sh eriff of the county advertises his sales.
Anyperson
6. §4502. If an y person shall knowingly buy or sell by
~q~~
.
d
d
or measures to false we1ghts or measures, h e or sh e shall be eeme a cornbe
deemed
a
h
l
·
t'
h
11
b
·
h
d
[
·
common cheat n1on c eat, anc, on conv1c wn, s a
e pun1s e as prescnbed in section 4245 of this Code.]*

r

*The Constitution of 1868 having prohibited "whipping, as a punish·
ment for crime," and the Act of 27th October, 1870, having stricken
from said section 4245 the words, "to work in a chain gang on the public
works,'' and substituted the words, ''to work on the city or town streets,
or county roads, not longer than six months ; but in no case shall such
prisoners be chained or otherwise confined in a gang, but shall be guard·
ed ; " these last words, w.ith "a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars,
imprisonment not to exceed six months," (-"any one or more of these
punishments" to be "ordered in the discretion of the Judge"-) embrace
the pu11ishments which may be inflicted under said 4245th section.
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7. §159'5 • It shall
not be lawful for any salesman or other we1ghing
Oa~h <?f one
c
cotperson in any of the cities, towns or villages of this State, or ton or rice.
at any rail road station or depot, to weigh any bale, bag or
package of cotton, tierce or h alf tierce of rice, or any other
article of produce disposed of by weight, without first taking
and subscribing an oath before some person authorized by law
to administer it, that he will justly, impartially, and without
deduction, weigh all such produce, and all other articles of
produce disposed of by weight, th at may be shown to him for
that purpose, and tender a true account thereof to the party
or parties concerned, if so required. The weigher may, nevertheless, make such deductions for wet or other cause which
may be reasonable, when the seller dr his [tgent shall thereto
consent, and for such tare as may by law be allowed; but no
tare sh all ever be allowed on bales of unmanufactured cotton,
except the usual deduction of two pounds from the weight of
every bag of cotton having knobs or tugs thereon.
8. §1596. Such oath, when taken, mnst ~ filed in the Oath to be reOlerk's office of the Inferior Court of the county [Ordinary], ~~~~~~y1tfo~
and a minute made thereof; and if any person weighs such :ft,g~~~ath ••
produce without h aving taken and filed such oath, h e rmd the
factor, or the person who may emp1oy him, are liable each
twenty dollars for every bag of cotton, five dollars for every
tierce of rice, twenty-five cents for every bushel of corn, and
one-third the value of any other product so weighed-onehalf to the informer, th e other half to the educational fund of
th e county.
9. §1597. The tare to be allowed on rice shall be.~ the ac- Tare on rice.
tual tare, as nearly as can be determined, except in cases of
the sale of a single tierce, haJ.f tierce or barrel, when a tare of
ten per cent. shall be allowed, unless otherwise agreed on between the buyer and seller.
10. §1598. In other cases where tare is usually allowed, Tare on other
.
articles.
the actual tare, as nearly as the same can be ascertamed, shall
be allowed, except where th e seller and purchaser may expressly agree upon a different rule.
11. §1599. It shall not he bwful for any purchaser or No deduction
. h er t o rnak·e any cl educt'10 11 -"wr th e wmg
. ht of any ar t'lC l e to
be of
made
for
wmg
turn
scales.
for or on account of the draft or turn of the scales or steelyard, under a penalty, for every such offense, of five hundred
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dollars, to be recovered in any court having jurisdiction, one
half to go to the informer by whom the suit may be brought,
and the other haif to the use of the county where the offense
may be committed.
f~~f;~f:St~:~- 12. §1600. The corporate authorities of all cities and
~:!~~~g.
towns may make such further regulations for the weighing of
produce of all descriptions, including fees for weighing, as in
their judgment may tend to effect the object of the foregoing
provisions, and the Inferior Courts [Courts of OrdinaryJ of
the respective counties shall have the same power, to be exercised outside the jurisdictions of said incor~porated cities or
towns; but, until altered by such authorities or courts, fees
for weighing shall be such as are now fixed by law.
~~';~~sa~~Al13. §4757. They [that is, the Mayor and Aldermen of
derdmten in 1k·e-t Savannah,] shall also have the complete control and mangar omar e
inSavannah. agement of the present Public Market, and any other that
may be established in said city, and the regulation of the same,
and of sales and purchases therein.
[For false weights and measures, see Article XLI-title
Market.]
ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED.
Ordinance 27th December, 1865.

1. The Clerk of the Market shall be inspector of weig-hts
and measures used in the Public Market of Savannah, and
measures:
shall, once a month, or whenever and as often as the Mayor
His duties.
or acting Mayor shall direct, examine the weights and measures used or offered to be used in said market; and if, upon
such examination, any such weights and measures shall be
found not to have been adjusted and regula:ted, and marked
and stamped by the Ordinary o1 Chatham county, to sieze the
same as forfeited to the City of Savannah; and the person or
_. persons using or offering to use said weights and measures not
adjusted and regulated and marked and stamped by the Ordinary of Chatham county, shall be put on the information
docket, and, on conviction before the Police Court, shall be
fined not exceeding thirty dollars.
Cletrkhallof bMarke s
e Inspector of
weights and
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ARTICLE LXX.

WHARVES, RIVER, ETC.
STATUTE.

,

1

1. Annual inspection of Wharves 10. Proceedings against offenders.

on River ; repairs, etc.
2. Rafts.
3. Breaking up unseaworthy vessels.
4. Such vessels to be removed.
5. Obstructions suuk or let loose.
6. Erections likely to become iujurious.
7. Raft, etc., on shoal, without
permission.
8. Co~missioners of Pilotage, how
to proceed.
9. Ballast and rubbish not to be
thrown out.

11. Obstructing or hindering Com.
missioners, etc.
12. Fines, how collected.
13. Appropriation of fines.
14. Notice of meeting of Commissioners of P~lotage.
15. Mode of 1 a ji n g out certain
wharflines.
16. Vested rights of property-holders not to be interfered with.
17. Special repealing section, etc.

STATUTE.
[The following provisions of the Act of 1847, and which
are believed to be, in the main, of force now, are here compiled as being of general interest.]
State Law, 30th December, 1847.

1. That it shall be the duty of the Commissioners of Pilot- ~~ni,~"b0 ~iv
age to examine, annually, in the month of June, and at such :u;oi~:P:~~t
other times as they may deem proper, the several wharves now
constructed or hereafter to be constructed on either bank of
the Savannah river, from Ray's Hall to the ocean, or along
the shores of Hutchinson's Island, and should any of such
wharves seem to them to require repair, or be found in such
situation as in their opinion to threaten injury to the river,
they shall cause the same to be inspected by an Alderman of
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the City of Savannah, a wharf owner, and a master carpenter
or wharf builder; and if said surveyors sh all be of opinion
that sneh wharves, or any one of them, require repair or alteration, or are or is in a situation to threaten injury to the
river, then the owner or owners, or tenant or tenants of said
wharves or wharf shall, within one week after notice to that
effect shall have been served upon her, him or them, begin to
Repair by
repair and continue, in good faith, and with reasonable diliowners.
gence, alter or repair said wharf, or place the same in proper
condition; and if be, she or th ey shall n eglect or refuse so to
do, iL shall be the duty of the Commissioners of Pilotage to
cause the same to be done, and they may recover against the
owner or tenant of said whm-f or wharves, his or her agent or
Edxpenserand representatives, the expen ses incurred by them in effecting· said
amage or re"'
fusal.
object, together with the sum of two hunclr·ed dollars in the
nature of damages, the whole to be recovered in a special action of [on] the case, to be pro ugh t by said Commissioners of
Pilotage, in th E!' Superior Court of Chatham county, and the
Jliudgment and judgment of said Court shall operate as a lien on sai(l wharf
en.
or wharves from the time of the institution of said action, so
as to cut out all liens on said wbarf or wharves, and all conveyances of th e same, which may have accrued or been executed intermediate the institution of said suit, and the filing of
said judgment.
Rafts.
2. Nothing in the above and foregoing act shallue so construed as to prevent mfts of any kind from lying in the Savannah river forty-eight hours at or near the wharves on the
Savannah.
Breaking up
?· If any vessel, wreck or hulk, hauled up as unseaworthy,
of unseaworthy vessels.
shall be broken up, or attempted to be broken up, elsewh ere
in the Savannah river between Ray's Hall and the ocean, than
at a spot designated by the Chairman of the Commissioners
of Pilotage, the person or person s breaking up the same shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof before
the Superior Comt of Chatham county, shall be fined in the
Fine.
sum of fiv e hundred dollars, and the master, owner or consignee of such vessel, wreck or hulk, shall forfeit to said Commissioners a sum not exceeding two hundred dollars, to be assessed by them, and to be recovered by action of debt in the
Superior Court of ChathaiU county.
Inspectors.

•

5o!i

4. Whenever any vessel, wreck or hulk in. said river shall Such vessels to
. .
t o b e unseawor th y or l"u1ble be removed.
be deeme db y sa1·a aomm1sswners
to sink, it shall be the duty of said Commissioners to give notice to the owner, consignee, master or person having charge
thereof, or any one of them, to remove the same within three
days, to such spot as shall be designated in said notice ; and
in case of the failure of such person or persons so to remove
the same, it shall be the duty of said Commissioners to cause
the same to be removed as aforesaid, and the owner, consignee,
master or other person, shall forfeit and pay to said Commissioners a penalty not exceeding five hundred dollars, to be as- Penalty.
sessed by said Commissioners, and to be recovered by action
of debt in the Superior Court of Chatham county.
5. If any vessel, boat, flat, hulk, wreck, raft or other erec- Obstructions
.
sunk or let
tion or obstruction of any kmd shall be sunk, or permitted or loose.
suffered to be sunk, in the Savannah river, between Ray's Hall
and the ocean, or to drift up and down said river, or to lodge,
to the annoyance of the navigation th ereof, against the wharves,
banks or shores of said river, or any of them, the person who
shall so sink, or permit or suffer the same to be sunk, or to drift
or lodge as aforesaid, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on
conviction thereof before the Superior Co urt of Chatham
county, shall be fined in a sum not exceeding two hundred Penalty.
dollars, and the owner or owners, consignee or consignees, or
master, shall forfeit and pay to the Commissioners, to be recovered by them in an action of debt in said Superior Comt.
6. Wh enever any vessel, ·wr eck, hulk, or other erection, be vessel, etc.,
t o be l"kl
t b
b likelytobe in. .
deeme db y th e aommiBSioners
1 'e y o ecome an o - jurious.
struction, or to cause injury to the navigation of the Savannah
river, it shall be th e duty of said Commissioners to serve a
notice on the master or consignee of said vessel, or to the
person having in charge, or having last had in charge any such
erection, or to their agent or representatives, to remove the
same to such spot as may be designated· in said notice, within
the time therein specified; and on failure o! such person so
notified so to remove the same, the said Commissioners shall
cause the same to be clone, and the party so offending shall
forfeit and pay to said Commissioners a penalty not exceeding Peo,alty for
the sum of two h undrcd dollars, to be recovered by action of in~~ toreclebt in said Superior Court. And whenever any vessel, wreck,
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hulk or flat deell).ed by the Commissioners an obstruction. or
likely to cause injury to the navigation of the river, shali be
Vessel, etc., to sold, it shall be the duty of the auctioneer or other person sell
be sold.
'
condition.
ing the same, to take, as one of the conditions of the sale, from
the purchaser thereof, a bond, with sufficient security, to be
approved by the Chairman of said Commissioners, in the sum
of five hundred dollars, to remove the same in the manner
hereinbefore prescribed; and if said auctioneer, or other person, shall fail to take such bond, he shall forfeit and pay to
said Commissioners a penalty not exceeding five hundred dollars, to be recovered in an action of debt in said Superior
Court.
Rafts, etc., on
7. If any person or persons shall lay or place any vessel.
shoal, etc.
wreclc, raf't, or oth er erec t.wn, on any shoal, bank, bed or bar·
in said river, between Ray's Hall and the ocean, except by and
with the permission of said Commissioners, signified in writing, and secured in the manner specified in and by said ComForfeiture.
missioners, such person or persons shall forfeit and pay to
said Commissioners a penalty not exceeding five hundred dollars, to be assessed by said Commissioners and recovered by
action of debt in said Superior Court.
8. Whenever any action or cause of action shall accrue to,
Suits, how
brought.
or any judicial proceedings be had by, the said Commissioners, under this act, the same shall be had in the name of
" The Commissioners of Pilotage for the bar of Tybee and
port of Savannah"; and the affidavit of the Chairman of said
Commissioners shall be sufficient on which to found such proceedings, or to holcl the defendant or defendants to bail.
~~re as to [Bail cannot now be required in a civil action.-C01npilers.]
Throwing out
9. If any master or owner, or other person in charge of
ballast
rubbish.and
any ship or other vessel, shall cast, throw out, or unload, or if
there shall be ca'ilt, thrown out, or unladen from or out of any
ship or other vessel being or riding in the port or harbor of
Savannah, any bal]JJ,st, 'rubbish, earth, stone or wreck, except
above high wat@mark, (and except the same be thrown out
with the consent of the Commissioners of Pil~tage, expressed
in writing, for the purpose of filling up where wharves mai
be erecting or erected on the banks of the Savannah river,)
every master or owner, or any person acting as such, as aforesaid, shall be deemed the offenders, and shall be guilty of a
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misdemeanor, and shall be fined in a sum not exceecling fifteen Penalty.
hundred dollars; one-half of said sum to be paid to the person ~ho shall prosecute to conviction the offending party:
P1·omclecl, always, that no part of such fine shall be paid to
th.e ~arbor Master of Savannah, or to any one of the Com~nsswners of Pilotage. [See, also, page 10 of this compilation, pages 157, 158 and 435 of same; also Article LIX of this
compilation.- Compilers.]
. 10. Information on oath being made before any civil mag- Proceedings
~strate o.f th~s State, of a violation of the immediately preced- :~:.mstoffend
mg sectwn, 1t shall be the duty of such magistrate to issue his
:varrant agains~ the offending party, and oblige him to give
boncl and secunty to appear before the Judge of the Superior
Court of Chatham county, to answer in the premises · and
the said magistrate shall return immediately said affidavit and
bond to said Judge of the Superior Court, whose duty it shall
be forthwith to direct the shenff of said cqunty to summon
twenty-four jurors to attend a special co..urt to be holden within seven clays, for the trial of such alleo·ed offender and on
.
0
'
sueh tnal the State and the defendant shall be each entitled
to six peremptory challenges.
.11. If a~y. person or persons shall obstruct, resist or beat Obstructing
sa1cl CommiSSIOners or Surveyors, or either of them, or either ~~~~e~fsg:ct.
of t~eir agents or servants, while engaged in carrying into executiOn any of the provisions of this act, every such person
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction
thereof shall pay. a fin~ or be imprisoned in the common jail,
or both, at the discretwn of the court.
12. All penalties and fines inflicted by the said Comm1's- Fines, et c.,
swners of Pilotage, under and by virtue of this act unless how collected.
otherwis~ herein expressly directed, shall be recovered 'by warrant o~ d~stress, under the hands and seals of any three of said
Commisswners, and sale of the offender's goods, which warrant shall be directed to and executed by the Sheriff of Chatham county; and on the failure of said sheriff to execute such
warrant, he.may be ruled before the Judge of the Superior
Court of sa1d county, either in term time or vacation : P1·o~iclecl, th~t in all.cases of distress and saie, under the provisIons of th1s act, siXty days public notice of such intended sale
be given by said sheriff in one of the gazettes of Savannah.
•

•

i

Afppropriation
o fines.

Notice of
meeting, etc.

Quoore as to
rules, etc.
Modeftor lhay-f
mgou war
lines.

Not to affect
vested rights.
Repealing section.

13. All fines, penalties or damages, and all portions of the
same imposed or recovered in any proceeding under this act,
before any tribunal which have not been hereinbefore expressly awarded to the party agrieved or prosecuting, shall be
paid to the said Commissioners of Pilotage for the bar of Tybee and port of Savannah, to be by them applied to improving the navigation of said Savannah river.
14. Twenty-fom hours notice shall be given to each member of the Board of Commissioners of Pilotage of each and
every meeting; and that said Commissioners or a majority of
them, shall have the power to make all rules and regulations
they may deem necessary for the transaction of their business, .
and may prescribe any qualifications additional to those mentioned in this act, in relation to the granting of licenses, warrants, and certificates to pilots. [But see Article XLVII of
this compilation.-Cmnpile1·s.]
15. When any -.vharf
lines are to be laid out in the parts
•
of Savannah river contiguous to the City of Savannah, or on
the south side of Hutchinson's Island, opposite the City of
Savannah, the Commissioners of Pilotage shall appoint three
commissioners, the City Council of Savannah three, and the
owner or owners of land four, who shall lay off and decide
where such wharf lines shall be; and if they cannot agree,
then and in that case the same shall be carried to the Superior Court, to be determined by a special jury of said court,
on such terms as said comt shall direct.
16. Nothing in this act shall be so construed as to interfere
with any vested rights of any of the property-holders on Hutchinson's Island.
17. [Special repealing section.] .
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APPENDIX.
SUPPLEMENTARY ARTICLE.
STATUTES.
I. Act of 1760, for ascertaining

town common, etc.

I

2. Reference to other statutes in
regard to reservations, etc.

ORDINANCES.
1. Assessors.

Compensation.
2. Cemetery-"Old or Brick."
3. C om m i s s i one r Streets and
Lanes; additional duties.
4. Fines and penalties, how enforced.
5. Police Court ; cognizance o f
causes.
6. Discretion of Police Court in
regard to allowance of)larts of
fines to informers.
7. Police-Force not to exceed 100
privates; pay of.
8. Election of officers of Police.

9. Fire Alarm, duties of Police,
etc.; amendments.
10 Sergeants of Police to be six;
their horses.
tl. Detective force-amendment.
12. Dry Culture Inspector, appointed annually by Mayor, with
concurrence o f D r y Culture
Committee.
13. Privies or Sinks, how built.
14. Privy vault to have flue.
15. Digging or removing sand.
16. Washing or drying clothes in
streets, etc.

[Far reasons which need not be particularized, the Compilers deem it proper to add this Appendix. It may be sufficient to state, that, owing to the changed condition of things,
the Ordin::mce of 5th January, 1860, iu reference to the City
Police, required various amendments, which, for unavoidable
causes, were not made when Article XLIX was going through
the press. Another reason for this supplement may be assigned, to wit, the passing of new ordinances after this compilation
had been prepared; together with the desire of the Commissioners or Compilers to codify the ordinances of the city to
the very latest date. Still another reason may be suggested:
In their desire to codify every thing materially and immediately

•
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relating to Savannah, the Compilers have thought it proper to
cite or refer to the Provincial and State laws in regard to the
dedicatl.on-of whatever sort-of streets, etc. Other parts of
this Appendix will explain the further action of the Compilers.]

ORDINllNCES, llS llMENDED.

STATUTES.
Provincial Act passed May 1st, 1760, entitled "An act for the
better regulating the Town of Savannah, and for ascertaining the common thereunto belonging." (Mew. and Crawf.
Dig. 117.)
Provincial
Act
to the said town,
of 1760, for as- 1. (§2.) That the common appertaining
.
certaining
extending
southerly
from
the
extremity
of
the
Bluff on the
town common,
.
cte.
river Savannah to the north hne of the garden lots, and westerly from the west line of the garden lots, lying east of the
said town to the east line of the lots lately laid out between
Musgrove's creek and the said town, including all the squares,
streets, lanes, and passages, described in the plan of the said
town in the Surveyor General's office, and have been heretofore accustomed or made use of by the inhabitants of the said
town, shall be and continue the common property of the lotholders in the said town, and shall not be aliened or granted
away for any purpose, whatsoever, than by act of the General
llssembly.
•
Reference
as
2.
[Further
as
to
statutatory
reservations
or dedications,
to statutory
reservations. etc., see llct of 9th June, 1761; of 4th March, 1762 ;. of 6th
March, 1766; of lOth March, 1770, (making "the plan annexed
to this act" "the true plan of the said Town and Common of
Savannah, including the several wharf lots under the bank
or bluff of the said Town and Common of Savannah," etc.); of
lOth February, 1787 ; of 23d December, 1789 ; and of 8th of
February, 1799-all contained in Marbury and Crawford's Digest, from page 117 to page 128 ; also llct of 21st December,
1822-Dawson's Compilation, 443; llct of 24th December,
1825-Dawson's Comp., 464, &c., &c., and §4759 of Irwin's
Code-page 13 of this Compilation.]
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ASSESSORS OF REAL EST.A.TE- (See pages 419, 420, 421 of this
volume.)
1 That hereafter the Assessors of Real Estate and Im- Compensation
·
to be fixed by
provements shall receive such compensation for their services Council.
as Council may by resolution or otherwise, from time to time
establish; any thing in any former ordinance to the contrary
notwithstanding.
CEMETERY-"OLD OR BRICK."
Orainance 7th June, 1871.

lln ordinance to declare the rights and duties of the O'orpora- Title.
tion of the City of Savannah in regard to the Old or Brick
Cemetery, .to preserve said cemetery from appropriation, in
whole or in part, to any use or purpose inconsistent with
the original dedication of the area or grounds; to fix the
true lines of said cemetery on llbercorn and South Broad
streets; and to provide for the keeping of said cemetery in
a suitable manner.
WHEREAS, the area of ground, now known as the "Old or Preamble.
Brick Cemetery," was originally set apart for burial purposes
only: and whereas, in the year 1853, by proclamation of the
Mayor, under the authority of the City Council of Savannah,
said cemetery was closed for the purpose of interment, but
that purpose only, leaving untouched the question of repose
for the <nshes of the dead still buried there : and whereas, it is
the right and the duty of the Corporation of Savannah to
take care of and keep the said cemetery in such way as will
forever prevent its diversion from such original dedication, and
its appropriation to any other purpose: and whereas, by evident mistake in the original survey of said ground, the wall
on the western side encroaches on the line of llbercorn street,
and the northern wall does not extend to the true southern
line of South Broad street; now, to meet the several exigencies of the case2. (§1.) The Mayor and llldermen of the City of Savan- Nlio power to
a en or connab, in Council assembled, do hereby declare and ordain_, that veyBa:wayc"Old
or nck emthe corporate authorities of said city have no power to alien etery."
or convey away any part of the ground or area o·f said "Old or
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Brick Cemetery," or to interfere injuriously with the dedication mentioned in the preamble to this ordinance; that, on
the contrary, it is the duty of the Corporation of Savannah
to use its best efforts to preserve said dedication from injurious intrusion of any sort, and to keep said ground and its enclosures in such way as to beautify that portion of the city,
and to make said ground a place of pleasant resort for citizens
and visitors.
Ornamental
(§2.) And it is further ordained, by the authority aforewall or fence.
said, that it shall be the duty of his Honor the Mayor, with
the assistance of the Committee on Streets and Lanes and of
the City Surveyor, and so soon as the :finances of the city will
permit, to cause the northern wall of said cemetery to be removed, and an ornamental wall or fence to be put on the true
southern line of South Broad street; and also, (if no reasonable objection be made by any person or persons having an
interest in the question,) to cause the western wall of said cemetery to be removed, and an ornamental wall or fence to be put
on the true eastern line of Abercorn street, care being taken
to have decently buried, within the cemetery, the remains of
any person that may be exposed or disinterred by such removal
of wall or walls; such new walls or fences to have such number and style of gates, hangings and fastenings as said Mayor
and Committee on Streets and Lanes m~y determine.
~~rl.:~~t~~v~n
(§3.) And it is further ordained, by the authority afore~~:;~.d
said, that said cemetery, immediately after the removal of said
old walls, and the substitution of other walls or fences a! aforesaid, shall be put under the care and charge of the Committee
on Parks, whose duty it shall then be to take the same care
thereof as of the other parks and the squares of the city; and
Council shall, from time to time, make suitable appropriations
of money, to be expended by said Committee on Parks in
beautifying the grounds of said cemetery, and keeping the
fences, walks, trees and shrubbery in proper condition.
COMMISSIONER OF STREETS AND LANES.

Ordinance 24th May, 1871.
To superintend all work
pertaining to
parks and
squares.

3. (§1.) . That in addition to the duties of the Commissioner of Streets and Lanes, as defined in the ordinance ereating such officer, he shall be required to superintend all work
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pertaining to parks and squares, under the direction of the
Committee on Parks and the City Surveyor, in the same manner as required of said Commissioner in regard to other work
in said departments.
shall change.
Office in Ex(§ 2. ) That the Commissioner of Streets and Lanes
.
have an office in the City Exchange Building, and 1t shall be
his duty to attend at said office from 9 to 10 o'clock, A. M.,
daily (Sundays excepted), unless prevented by sickness or absence from the c.ity.
(§3.) That the said Commissioner shall hire and discharge Other duties.
all workmen employed in his department, under the direction
of the Chairman of Streets and Lanes and Parks and Squares,
separately or cpnjointly.
FINES AND PENALTIES.-POLICE COURT.

4. Fines, penalties and forfeitures shall be collected and Fines, how
.
. ,
collected and
enforced as provided in sectwns 4763 and 4767 of Irwm s Re- enforced.
vised Code, [see pages 14 and 15 of this work] which are hereby adopted as parts of the ordinances of the city-subject, of
course, to the law of the State, of 27th October, 1870, [see note
to page 504 of this volume.]
5. Nothing contained in any ordinance of the city, whether Police Court.
published in the printed Code of the city, or not, shall be so
construed as to mean. that the Police Court is or was ever intended to be deprived of the cognizance and jurisdiction conferred on said court by the law of this State. [See Article I
of this Code, page 19; Article XLVIII of this Code, beginning at page 363, and the corresponding sections in Irwin's
Revised Code.]
6· Nothing contained in any ordinance of the city' whether Police
Discretion or
Court m
r~gardftfio porPublished in the printed City Code, or not, shall be construed tion
o nes.
to interfere with the right of the Mayor, or other officer presiding in the flolice Court, to award to an informer, (whether
policeman or otl;J.erwise,) the half or other portion of a half of
any :fine; but the whole matter IS hereby left to the sole discretion of the Mayor or acting Mayor to give or withhold such
half, or other portion of such half, in his discretion.
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POLICE.

PRIVIES OR SINKS.

Ordinance 5th January, 1860, as already and now amended.

fo~u~~~~t~i.-

?·

That the second section of said ordinance [page 369 of
this Cod~] be so amended, as that, instead the word "fifty -six,"
there be mserted not more than one huncl1·ecl and that immePay.
diately after the words "whose pay shall be," there be added
the words at the rate of.
Election of
8. That section 9 of said ordinance [see secti~n 9 paO'e,371
officers of Po.
'
o
lice.
of this Code] is superseded by the ordinance of 27th December, 1865, in regard to the election of city officers [see section
9, page 127, of this volume.]
cfiu't~~~~i;;e.
9. That section 3, the third paragraph of section 14, and
the whole of sections 17 and 18, of said ordinance of 5th Jan~lary, 1860, [see section 3, page 369 of this Code; section 15,
page 372, of same; and sections 20 and 21, page 373 of the
same,] are and shall remain superseded by the ordinance establishing the Fire Alarm Telegraph, [see pages 273 and 274
of this printed Code,] and shall so remain superseded until
Colmcil shall otherwise determine.
Sergeants of
10. That, in place of the word (Mt1' before ·"sergeants" in
. ore1mance,
.
Police to be six sec t"Ion 4 of sa1·a p o1ICe
[ see sectiOn
. 4, page 369,
' of
this volume,] there be inserted ilhe word six; and that, instead
of four horses for the sergeants, there shall be six. [See section 6, page 370, of this printed volume.]
Detective
11. That the second section of the ordinance of 27th DeForce.
cember, 1865, in relation to the Detective Force, [see section
34, page 377 of this printed volume,] be so amended, as that
immediately after the words "Mayor of Savannah," the words
"and Chief of Police," be inserted.
J.

DRY CULTURE INSPECTOR.
Appointment
of Dry Culture
Inspector.

12. Hereafter the Dry Culture Inspector shall be annually
.
appomted by the Mayor, with the concurrence of the Dry Culture Committee; and such Inspector must be a person well
qualified for the duty.
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Ordinance 2d August, 1839, as amended by Ordinance of 25th August,
1853. (See page 43 of this Code.)

13. No privy shall be hereafter erected within the limits of K~U'l.• how
the city, unless the same shall be built or sunk, with brick or
stone, at least six feet below the surface of the lot upon which
it is sunk, and be built at least one foot above the surface.
And if any person shall violate this section, be, she, or the
owner or lessee of the premises shall forfeit and pay a sum not
exceeding fifty dollars for each and every offence ; and the said
privy shall be rebuilt in the manner prescribed by this ordinance, or be filled up.
14. When any privy [isJ built within the corporate limits Privy vault to
of this city, with a vault under it, [it] shall have a flue con- havefluc.
necting with said vault and extending one foot or more above
the roof of said privy; and the floor of the privy shall be one
foot above the surface of the earth; and if any person shall
violate this section, he or she, or the owner or lessee of the
premises, shall, on conviction before the Mayor, forfeit and
pay a sum not exceeding fifty dollars for each and every of- Penalty.
fense, and for each and every day that the privy remains without the aforesaid flue.
SAND-DIGGING OR REMOVING OF.

Ordinance 19th August, 1839, as amended by Ordinance 2d May, 1844.

15. It shall not be lawful for any person to remove any movJngsan
Digging or dresand from the bank or bluff of this city. That any per- from
streets,
etc.
son who shall dig or remove sand or earth, or deposit sand,
earth or other material, at any point hereafter under the bluff,
or any where else upon the public domain, orin the streets or
lanes of the city, without authority previously obtained in
writing from the Chairman of the Committee of Streets and
Lanes, shall be fined five dollars for the first, ten dollars for Penalty.
the second, fifteen dollars for the third, twenty dollars for the
fourth offense, and so on in the discretion of the Mayor; the
half of which fines shall go to such Marshal, Constable, or
other public officer as may report the offender for breach of
this ordinance.
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WASHING OR DRYING CLOTHES IN STREETS, ETC.

Ordinance 2d August, 1839.
No clothes to
bo washed or
dried in
streets, etc.
Pena.lty

(See pages 410, 411 of this Code.)

16. That if any person shall wash or dry any articles of
clothing, or expose the same for the purpose of drying, in the
streets, lanes or squares of the city, he or she shall be fined in
a sum not exceeding thirty dollars.

INDEX.

INDEX.

t
I
I
'

A.LARM OF FIREPAGE.
See Fire Alarm Telegraph ............... ......... ...... ...... ..... ... 273, 274
ANIMALSCruelty to, etc ................... .... .. ..... ...... ... ............ ............... ... 211
Impounding ... .... ........ ... .......... .. ... ... ... ..... .......... 59, 60, 61, 293
APPEALS ............................................................ 10, 19, 421, 485
ASSEMBLIES AND PROCESSIONS IN STREETS, ETC., AT
NIGHT ............................................................................. 467
ASSESSMENTSReal estate .... ........ .... ........... ............ ................ .419 to 421, 517
And see Real Estate Taxes ..... .. ............. ...... ....... ......... ..484, 485
AUCTIONEERS AND AUCTIONS ... ......... ..... ... . 27 to 31, 478, 480
BALLS, SHOUTINGS, ETC ............................................ 252, 253
BADGES .... ......... .................... ........ .: .... ... .... .... 31 to 37, 481 to 484
BARBERt:~' SHOPS ....... .. .......... .. ... ................ ........ ... ... .. .434, 479
BAR ROOMS ................................................ 295 to 303, 430 to 434
BASINS FOR LUMBER ....... ..... ... ....... .............. ......... ...... 57 to 59
BILLIARD ROOMS, TABLES, ETC ........................... 38 to 39, 478
BOARD 01<' HEALTH ...................................................... 39 to 44
*BONDS ............................................................... 12, 13, 44 to 48
Of certain officers to be recorded .......................................... 139
BOWLING ALLEYS .... ........ .. ........ .... ..... .. ......... .. ...... 38 to 39, 478
BREAD ........................................................................... .49 to lil
BUILDINGS ... .......... ........................... .... ................ ... ..... . 51 to 56
BUTCHERS- (See Market.) ............................................. 308 to 319
CANAL BASINS ........ .... .... ................... ...... .. ........ ......... •. 57 to 59
CATTLELimits .................................................................. 59 to 61, 463
Running at large ... ..... ....... ............. ...... ..... .................... 60 to 61
Fees for impounding .... ......... ..................................... 60, 61, 285
CELLARS AND DOORS .................................................... 61 to 63
CEMETERIES AND KEEPERS ............... 26, 27, 64 to 76, 517, 518
CHIMNEY CONTRACTORS ........................... ,................... 76 to 79
CHIMNEYS ..................... . ................. ................... ...... ...... 76 to 79
CHURQHESDisturbing worship at (see Sabbath) ........ ............................... 430

.

*See Constitution of Georgia, of 1868, Art. III, Sec. VI, Clause IV.
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CHARTER, ETC ...................................................... 1 to 26
Clerk of Council..... ............... . .............................. 138 to 142
" of Market .................................................... 142 to 146
Court of Savannah .. .................... .......... ........ ............. 80 to 8<l
Deposites ..... .. ................ ..... .... ..................... .... ......... · · · · · 200
Domain .................................................................. 86 to 122
(And see Streets and Lanes.)
Limits .. ..... .......................... ....... .... .. ............... ............. 7, 8

''

Marshal .... ......... .. .. . .. ............ .... ............................ 180 to 192

(And see Police Court and other titles)
Officers ............................................................... 123 to 204
" hindering, etc ....................................................... 128
'• not to be taken as sureties or concerned in
contracts ......... ...... ............... 12<l, 12<l, 125, 127, 133
"
" Leave of absence .................................................. 125
"
" Neglect of duty by'... .. ... ....... .................................. 125
"
Ordinances ................................................ 128, 129, 131, 173
"
Printer........................................................................... 193
"
Property, book of....... .. .... ... ...... . ........ .. .................. .407, 408
"
Surveyor and Deputy ..... ........... .... ........................... 194 to 197
"
Treasurer and Assistant .......... ........ ... .. ........ ........... 198 to 204
COAL AND WOOD.··············· .. .... ······ ............. .. ............ 204 to 206
(And see Measurers and Inspectors, etc.)
COMMISSIONERS OF PILOTAGE ........ ...... ... 343 to 362, 507 to 512
COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL ... ..................... .. ....................... 129
CONSTABLES, CITY .............. ............. , ........................ 19, 82, 83
(And see other titles.)
CORPORATE AND JURISDICTIONAL LIMITS .. .................. 7, 8
CORPv RATION ATTORNEY ...... ... ............ ... .................. 147, 148
COTTON, RICE, etc ....... .. ............................................. 207 to 211
"
Etc., not to be thrown out of windows ... .. .......... ......... .... 53
"
Pickeries ......... ......... ............ .. ...... 294, 295, 478, 479, 480
COUNCILRules and order of business:........................................ 130 to 137
CRUELTY TO ANIMALS ................................................ 211, 212
DEDICATIONS .. ....... ...... ......., .................... 13, 4G7, 468, 515, 516
DISORDERLY CONDUCT, AND .A.T FIRES ............. l16, 212, 213
"
Driving and riding ... .... ......... ...... ...................... 214
"
Houses . ....... ....... ......... ............................. 212, 213
DISPENSARY ... .......... .................................................. 149 to 152
DISTURBING PUBLIC PEACE, ETC ...... ... ..................... 212, 213
DIVISION OF LOTS .. ............... ...... ...................... .... ............... 118
DOCKAGERates of................................................................... 220 to 225
DOCKS AND WHARVESFasteniD;p vessels ........................... ... ........... ............... · · · · · · · · · 227
"
"
''
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DOCKS AND WHARVES-Continued.
Fires on ...... ...... ... ........................... ........................... 225, 259
How built........ ... ......... .... ... . ... ... ... ................... . .......... .... .... 22'6
Landing and shipping from ............................................ 226, 227
DOGS ..... ..... ..... ...... ......... . ... ..... . .... ..... ........ . ............... ... 230 t~ 232
DRAINAGEOf city ................................................................ 12, 233 to 236
Of Springfield Plantation ...................................................... 113
DRAINSHow and on what terms constructed ....................... 233 to 236, 461
Keeper of............. ......................•... ... ........ .. ... ..... ......... ..... 234
DRAYS, ETC ........ . ... .... ....... ............ .......... ..... .............. .. 31 to 37
(And see taxes, vehicles.)
DRY CULTUREContracts, inspection, etc .................. ..... ........ .. 8, 237 to 245, 520
DRY WELLS ..... ........... ...... ................................ .. ............... ... 461
EDUCATION ...... .... .... .......................... .. ........ ............ .. 2<l5 to 249
ELECTIONSMayor and Aldermen ........................................................ 1 to 6
City Officers ... .. ... ............. .. ....... .. ....... .......... ............ ] 24 to 127
(And see titles of various officers.)
ENCROACHMENTS-( see Streets and Lanes) .............. . 10, 453 to 474
ENGINES, FIRE, STEAM-(see Fire Department) ... ..... .... 262 to 278
EXHIBITIONS ............................................................. 250 to 253
FEESChimney Contractor ............................................................ 79
City Court, payable to city ... ............ .. ................................ 81, 82
City Marshal. .......................... ........................................... 181
City Surveyor............. ..... ................................... .. ... ... .. ...... 195
City Treasurer ............................................................ 199, 202
Clerk of Council. ... ........................... ..... ... ........ ." ................ 139
Clerk of Market ......................................................... 144, 146
(And see Market.)
Harbor Master........................................................... :.155, 156
Health Officer ... ..... ....... ............ ... ... ...... ... ...... .................... 162
Inspector of Flour ...... ......... ..................... ... ... .. ...... ......... ... 280
Inspectors of Liquor........ ......... ............ ..... ... . ..... . ........ . ........ 325
Inspector of Turpentine ............................................: .......... .488
Inspector of Weights, etc ..................................................... 506
Jail.. .. ........... ....................... ........ ..... .................. ............ .. 165
" Prisoners from other counties .... .. ...... ... .. ........ .... ..............165
Keeper Laurel Grove Cemetery ......................................... 70, 75
Keeper Powder Magazine (see Gunpowder) .............................. 291
Measurers and Inspectors .......... 323, 325, 328, 329, 330, 331, 332
Payable into Treasury .......................................................... 128
Pilots .. ........................ .... ..... .......................... ,. ................. 361
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FEES-Continued.
Port Wardens ................ .. ....... . ........... ...... ; .......................... 179
Pound ........................................................................... 60, 61
Scavenger, for cattle, etc ........................................ 61, 440, 441
Sink Contractor ................................................................. 442
Weigher of Coal. ................................................................. 205
Weighers of Cotton, Rice, etc ...............................................210
"
" Hay ................................................................. 332
FIG ISLAND .......................................................... ................ 118
FINESPolicemen and informers ...................................................... 519
N.:>t to exceed$100 .............................................................. 14
And penalties ............................ ............................. 14, 15, 519
FIREAlarms of............................................................ 273, ~74, 275
Apparatus ..................................... : ............... 265, 269, 274, 275
Alarm Telegraph .................................... ..................... 273, 274
Boiling P itch, etc ......... ................................................ 225, 21i4
Buildings, how constructed, (and see Buildings) ............. 263 to 260
"
how removed .......................................... 257, 258, 259
Department .............................................................. 262 to 278
Founderies .. . . . .. .. .. .. . . .. . . . . .. . .. ...................................... ·· ....... 260
Limits ........................................................................ 269, 260
Proof Buildings ............................................................ 264, etc.
Wood ................................................................. 205, 206, 267
Works, etc .......................................................... 117, 289, 473
FIREMENExamination of Apparatus ................................................... 271
Hall of.............................................................................. 273
Interfering with ........................................................... 212, 213
FIRING GUNS, ETC ................................................ 117, 289, 473
FLOUR INSPECTION AND INSPECTORS .................... 278 to 283
FORSYTH PLACE ................................................... 113, 116, 117
FOUNDERIES ........................................................................ 260
FREE OR PUBLIC SCHOOLS (see Educatipn) .............~ .. 246 to 249
GAS BILLS ...................................................................... . ...... 286
GIFT : ENTERPRISES ............................................................ 307
GOATSRunning at large ..................................... . ........................... 293
GREEN GROCERIES ........................ ... ........................... 287, 288
GROUND RENTS ........................................................... 86 to 119
GUNPOWDE!iLaws and Ordinances ................................... 122, 157, 288 to 292
GUTTERS AND DRAINS ............ ........................................ .461
(And see Drains.)
HARBOR FEE·s ............................................................... 166, 156
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1IARBOR INSPECTOR .................................................... 152, 158
HARBOR MASTER .................................................... 13, 163, 154
"
"
Rules of............................................ 156 to 160
HAY ..................................................................................... 332
HEALTHBoard of..................... ................ ................................. 39 to 44
Officer ..................................................................... 161 to 163
Quarantine .................................................. 161, 162, 411 to 416
HEARTHS ............................................................................... 79
HIDESCuring of.................................................................... 334, 335
HITCHING ANIMALS TO TREES, ETC ............ 406, 407, 461, 463
HOGSLimits, etc .................................................................. 293, 294
HORSES, ETC.Running at large ............................................... 60, 61, 284, 285
Cruelty to .................................................................. 211, 212
Diseased, etc ............................................................... 284, 285
Taxes on .......................................................................... .477
HOUSES NUMBERED ................................................. 53, 54, 65
IMPRISONMENT NOT TO ' EXC]}ED THIRTY DAYS ............... 14
IMPROPER AND DISORDERLY CONDUCT ............ 212, 213, 214
INDIGENT SICKDispensary.,. ..................... ........................................ . 149 to 152
INFORMATIONS AND INFORMERS ....................... 367, 368, 519
INSPECTION ................................ 278 to 283, 320 to 332, 486 to 488
INSPECTORS(See Measurers and Inspectors) ...... 278 to 283, 320 to 332, 486, etc.
INSPECTOR OF DRY CULTURE ..................... 240, 241, etc., 520
INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT. Subscriptions for ............................................................ 12, 13
(And see Bonds.)
JAIL ..... .... ........................................................ 15, 16, 163 to 169
" Fees ................................................................................ 165
" Guard ............................................................................. 376
" Rules ................... :................................................ 167 to 169
JAILER AND DEPUTY................................................ 163 to 167
JUNK SHOPS ............................................ 294, 295, 478, 479, 480
JURISDICTIONAL LIMITS- (see Corporate Limits.) ................. 7, 8
KEEPER CITY CLOCK (by contract.)
"
LAUREL GROVE CEMETERY ........... ................. 69, 70
H
OLD BRICK CEMETERY ......................................... 71
"
OTHER CEMETERIES ........................................... .. 71
''
PEST HOUSE ........ . ........................... ... ....... ... ........ 485
''
POUND .. ... ........ ................ .... ..... ... ........ ........... 440, 441
u
POWDER MAGAZINE ......................... :......... 288 to 291

34
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LAMPS AND LAMP POSTS ....................................... 85, 406, 401
LANESDriving through ................................ ..... .... ................ ........... 33
LICENSESExhibitions ..... ........ .. ................................................ 250 to 253
Market ...................... ........................................................ 312
Peddlers, etc ...... ..... ......... ..................................... ........... .. . 342
Retailers, etc ....... .... ................ , .......................... 298 to 303, 482
Sales from vessels, etc ........................................... .481, 491, 492
Vehicles, and taxes on ................................................. .482, 483
LIGHT HOUSEOn Bay ............ ........................................................ 304 to 306
LIQUOR INSPECTION ... ............................................... 324 to 326
LOANS FOR INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT ...... ................. .12, 13
LOCOMOTIVES GOING OVER PAVED ROADS ............. .428, 429
LOTSDivision of................... ................. ....................... .............. 118
LOTTERIES AND RAFFLES .................................................. 307
LUMBERBasins ..... .............. ...................................... .. ............. 57 to 59
Inspection .............................. .'...................... 321, 322, 323, 324
Yards ............................................................................... 257
*MARKET ................................................................ 12, 308 t.o 319
Bringing offal to ................. .. ....................... .. ..... ................. 311
Buying to sell again ......................................................... ... .. 318
Butchers ............................................................. 31\l, 311, 317
(And see Butchers.)
Clerk of...... ........... .. ....... ... ............ ... 142 to 146, 308 to 319, 506
Committee ......................... ... ................. 312, 313, 315, 316, etc.
Dogs not allowed in ............................................................ 315
Fees ............................................................. 144, 317, 318, 319
Injuring Stalls ..................................................................... 315
Poultry, dead, sold by weight ................................................ 317
Regulations ............................................................... 308 to 319
Scales and Weights in .................................... . 313, 314, 319, 506
Sleeping on stalls, in ............................................................ 314
Smoking in ........................................................................ 315
Stalls, assessment of.. ........................................................... 316
Vehicles about .................................................................... 312
MAYORGeneral duties of.. ...................................................... 170 to 173
Justice of Peace, ex ojficio .............................. :................ 11, 170
Power to borrow money .................................................. ...... 171
Power to suspend officers .............................................. 171, 172
*See 12 Ga. Rep., 404.
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. MAYOR AND ALDERMENPowers of...................................................................... 9 to 18
MEASURER.S, INSPECTORS AND WEIGHERS ........ .... 320 to 332
Of lumber ................................................................. 321 to 323
Of sitlt, corn, etc .. ........................ ..... .................................. 331
Of wood...... .. .. . . ....................... .. ......... .... . ...... ............... 323
(And see flour, liquor, turp-entine, etc.)
!lfESSENGER OF COUNCIL ............................................ .. ..... 174
NAKEDNESS IN STREETS, ETC ................................... 186, 334
NON-RESIDENT VENDERS, ETC ................ 13, 14, 341, 480, 481
NUISANCES ............................................... 10, 18, 257, 332 to 335
OBSTRUCTING AND HINDERING OFFICERS ......... 40, 128, 375
''
FREE PAS8AGE OF CITIZENS
21<~, 211, 455 to 458
OBSTRUCTIONSRailings, steps, etc ..................................................... .41:i4, etc.
Streets, lanes, etc ................................................ 463, 464, 468
OPENING STR[!]ETS, ETC ..... ... .......................................... ... 10
OPPOSING POLICE AND OFFICERS ·............................. 128, 375
ORDINANCES ........................................................... 16, 131 173
PARAPET WALLS ............................................ ................. : .. 227
PARKS AND SQUARES ................................................. 116 129
PARTY WALLS AND FENCES ........................... 24, 25, 336 to' 339
'
PAVED ROADS-(see Roads.) ......................................... 427 to 429
PAUPERS ........ ........................................................................ 18 ,
PAVEMENTS- (see Streets and Lanes.) ....................... 14, 458 to 474
PEDDLERS AND ITINERANT TRADERS ..... 13, 14, 341, 480, 481
PEST HOUSE ......................................... .. ...................... 162, 427
PHYSICIANS-(see City Dispensary.) .... ........................... l49to 152
PILOTAGE AND PILOTS .............................................. 343 to 355
Rates of ................................................... ........................ 361
Kules of Commissioners of.......................................... 355 to 362
PITCH, ETC.Boiling, burning, etc., (see Fire) ........................ ..... 225, 226, 254
POLICE AND WATCH ............ 13, 15, 19, 368 to 404, 447, 448, 520
POLICE COURT ........................................... :.19, 363 to 368, 519
PORTICOS ...................................................................... 464, 472
(And see Streets and Lanes.)
PORT WARDEt\S ................................................... 13, 175 to 179
POUND ................................................................ 60, 61, 440, 441
POWDER MAGAZINE ................. .... ........................... .... ........ 122
PRINTER ................................................... ........................ ... 193
PRIVATE AND PUBLIC PROPERTY ........................... 405 to 408
PRIVIES .......................................................... .43, 441 to 445, 521
PROCESSIONS, ETC.At night ................... ................ ......................... ...... .......... ,467
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PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND PROPFRTY ........................ 405to 408
" · EDUCATION ..................................... . .... .... .... 245 to 249
"
MONEYS ....................... ........................ :.·· ········ ····· 200
" ·
PROPERTY, BOOK OF .......... .. .................... ... .407, 408
"
SALES ..................................... .................. 189, 408, 409
PUMPSContractor ....................................... ········· ······ .......... :.410, 411
Washing or watering at ...................................... .... ·· ····· ·· ..... .411
QUARANTINE .. .......................... ................ ... . 161, 16?., 411 to 416
RAFTS .... .. ..... ... .... ..... ... ................................. .416 to 419 , 508, 510
RAILINGS ............................ · .. · · · · ·· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·· ·· · · · · · · · · · · · ·· ·· · · · · · . .464
(And see Stre<lts and Lanes.)
RAILWAYStreet .......... .: ............................................ 10 to 12, 423 to 427
REAL ESTATE-(see Assessments.) ........... .419 to 421, 484, 485, 517
RECORDS AND DOCUMENTS OF CITY(See City Clerk of Council)..... ........................... .... ... .. 138 to 142
REGISTRY OF INTERMENTS ..................... , .. 26, 72, 73, 140, 141
"
OF VOTERS ..... ... ........ ............................ 3, 4, 5, 421
RELIGIOUS WORSHIPDisturbing ................................. · .. ·· · · · · ·· · · · · ·· · · · · ·· ·· · · · · · ·· · · ·· · · · · · 430
REMOVAL OF BUILDINGS .............................. 255, 256, 257, 258
RENTS-( see Ground Rents.) ................. ...................... ...... 86 to 119
REPAIRS OF BUILDINGS- (seeFire.) ...... ........ .... .. 255 to 260, 456
RESISTING OFFICERS ............. .... ... .. ........ ............... .40, 128, 375
RETAILERS OF LIQUORS ............................ 2V5 to 303, 430 to 433
RICE .......................................................................... ... 207 to 211
Chaff, offenses relating to ............................. .. ......... .... . AU, 435
Cultivation of............................................ .......... .. 8, 23 7 to 245
RIDING AND DRIVINGDisorderly .... ........... ................................. ............... ··· · · ..... 214
RIVER- (see Savannah river.) ..................... 225, 434, 435, 507 to 512
ROADS ......................................................................... .422 to 429
RULESOf Council. .......................................................... .... 130 to 137
Of Dispensary ............................................................ 150 to 152
Of Harbor Master ............................... .. .... ........... ...... 156 to 160
Of Fire Department ................................................... 267 to 272
Jail. .................................. ...... .. ..... .. . .... ................... 167 to 169
SABBATH, OR LORD'S DAY ................................ 303, 430 to 434
SALARIES.
Payable monthly ........................ .................. ............ ........... 127
Of officers, etc. - (see designation of various officers, etc.) ..485, 486
SALESPublic .............................. .. ......... ...... ............. .... 189, 408, 409
SANDRemoval of................................................... 191, 456, 472, 521

SAVANNAH RIVER ............ ....... .................... 434, 435 507 to 512
SAVANNAH WATER WORKS .. .. ................................. .493 to 502
SCAVENGER ... : ........ ............................................. 277, 436 to 441
(And see Cattle Limits.)
SEAMEN .............. ......................................................... 446 to 448
SEWERS AND SEWER CONNECTIONS-(see Drains) ...... 235, 236
SHEDS-(see Fire.) .................................................................. 255
SHIPPING-(and see Vessels) ..................... 8, 489 to 493, 507 to 512
SHOPS, STORES AND BAR ROOMS ............................ 295to 303
(And see Sabbath.)
SHOWS ................ ......................................................... 250 to 253
SIDEWALKSObstructing, etc ..................................... 210, 211, 455, 458, 466
. (And see Streets and Lanes.)
SINK CONTRACTOR .................................................... .441 to 445
SMOKING IN MARKET ......................................................... 315
SPRINGFIELD PLANTATION ...................................... 111 to 113
SQUARES AND PARKS ................................. 86 to 118, 455 to 474
Washing or Drying Clothes in ................................. 410, 411, 522
STEAMERSRate of speed of........................................................... 228, 449
STEAM ENGINES .......................................................... 448, 449
STEPS .................................................... ................................ 464
(And see Streets and Lanes.)
STEVEDORES .......................................... .................... 450 to 452
(And see Taxes.)
STORAGE ON WHARF PROPERTYRates of........................................... .......................... 220, etc.
STOVES ................................................................................. 261
STREETS AND LANES .................................. 453 to 474, 518, 519
Digging holes in .......................................................... 456, 472
Dirt thrown into .................................................................. 457
Encroachments on ......................................... ......... 10, 455, etc.
Lights to be put in, when ....................................................... 472
Obstructing.................................................... 10, 463, 464, 468
SURVEYOR-(see City Surveyor.) .... .. .............................. 194 to 197
SWIMMING IN CANAL AND RIVER .................. ........... 334, 335
TAVERNS ....................................................................... 13, 478
TAXABLE LIMITS ............................................................ 7, 117
TAXES ......................................................... : ..... 9, 10, 475 to 485
TENEMENT BUILDINGSPreservation from fire ......... ... .............................. :.. ......... 52, 53
TRANSIENT DEALERS, ETC ....................... 13, 14, 341, 480, 481
TREES ................. .......................... .... 405, 406, 407, 455, 461, 471
TURPENTINE ......................................................... 324, 487, etc.
UNDERTAKERS- (see Cemeteries.) .............................. 72, 73, etc.
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UNOCCUPIED BUILDINGSVentilation of............................................................... .. 40 1 41
U_PPER STORIESThrowing from .......................................... ................... ........ 53
VEHICLES ............................................................... ........ 31 to 37
(See Taxes, vehicles. )
VELOCIPEDES ..................................................................... .466
VENDUE MASTERS ................................................. 27 to 31, 478
VESSELSHaving improper fires ................................................... 489, etc.
In the stream, light on board ................................................. 492
Landing ballast, etc ...................................................... 158, 491
Not removing gunpowder ..................... , ........................ 290 1 291
Obstructing wharves ............................ ...... .. ............ .. .......... 491
Selling from, without license .......................................... 481, 491
Under weigh, without lights ................................................... 492
VOTERSRegistry of............................................................ 3, 41 5, 421
WARDSNames of, etc ...................................... ........................ 119, etc.
WASHING, ETC.In squares, etc ...................................................... 410 1 411, 522
WATER LINE OF HARBOR ........................................... 215, etc.
WATER WORKS ............................................. ................ 493, 502
WEIGHERS OF COTTON, ETC ..................... 207 to 211, 320 to 332
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ... ............... ........... ........... 503 to 506
''
SALES BY ................................................... 503 to 50G
WHARF HEADS ............................................................ 215, etc.
''
LINE ........................................................ 215, etc., 512
WHARFAGERates of, etc .......................... . .................................... 220, etc.
WHARVESBuilding, examination, etc ............................................. 507, etc.
Encroachment by .................................... 10, 215, etc. 1 507, etc.
Water line ................................................... 215, etc., 507, etc.
WOOD AND COAL ........................................................ .......... 204
WOODEN BUILDINGS ................................................... 253, etc.
(See Fire.)
WORK SHOPS ANI) FOUNDERIES ................................ 254, 260
(See Fire.)

