


Sergeant George K. Gannam

How young! how fair!

Through honest eyes

He meets our own

With no surprise—

Our first sweet human sacrifice
To pagan greed.

He met our need;

His life he gave

To foreign grave; ;
And in his blood spilled
For our land,

His destiny fulfilled.

EDNA A. PIGMAN.







Killed In At_:rtion

STAFF SGT. GEORGE K. GANNAM, ]

Who was killed in the Japanese at-
tack on Hickam Field, Hawaii, be-
coming Savannah’s first fatality o

the present war.

SGT. G. K. GANNAM
KILLED IN HAWA

He Becomes SavannaIJ
First Fatality of the Wa/

PARENTS ARE NOTIFI

!
Several Savannahians In

War Area Are Safe

|
|
|
|

| Staff Sergeant George K. Gannam,
;22~year—old son of Mr. and Mrs. Ka-
jram Gannam o( Fifty-third and Hop !
ikins streets, was killed in action i,
fthe defense of Hickam Field, nea;
'Honolulu, Hawaii, it was announce .
yesterday by the army, becoming Sa'
vannah’s first fatality in the presen !
conflict. i

Sergt. Gannam’s parents, who op}
|erate a store at Fifty-third and Hop!
ikins streets, were notified of thei’
Ison’s death.yesterday afternoon. Th
Inews, received from Fort McPhersor.
. stated that hc had been ‘“killed i
Eaction.” He was attached to headi
quarters squadron of the Eighteentlj
Pursuit Group, stationed at Wheele,
Field, Honolulu, several miles frong
Hickam Field.

A graduate of Benedictine Militar),
School, where he mad€ an excéllen
record in military, Sergt. Gannam en
listed in the army in August, 1939
Besides both parents, he is survived
'by two brothers, Michael Gannam
and Anthony Gannam, and one sis- |
ter, Mrs. Mary Saraf, all of Savan-l
nah; and another brother, Nazer
Gannam, who is in the United States!
navy stationed at Norfolk, Va. ]

He will be buried in Hawaii until
after the war, it was announced by!
the army. !
. Information was received yesterday
Iby Mrs. W. L. Byrd, 122 East Thirty-
isixth street, that her daughter and
son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Cald-
-well_ who have resided in the Ha-
waiian Islands for the past thirty-
two years, are safe. Mrs. Byrd stated
that the message reached her in-
directly through a telephonic mes-
sage between Mr. Caldwell and a
business associate in San Francisco.
She said that a telegram from her
ison-in-law’s friend in San Francisco
{informed her of their safety.

Word was received last night from
Lieut. Harry Grimshaw Moore, sta-
tioned aboard the destroyer Patter-
son based at Hawaii, of that Savan-|
nah officer’s safety. A cablegram was
sent by Lieut. Moore to his brother,
| Beverly H. Moore of 217 East Hunt-
ingdon street. A

Two Savannah boys are stationed
at an army post near Honolulu. Tbey
are C. M. O’Connor, Jr., son of City
Policeman C. M O’Connor, -and Earl
J. Brixhoff.

Through a cablegram sent by H. C.
Herr, Jr., stationed at a naval air
station in Hawaii, information was
received to the effect that he is safe.
| He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. H. C.

First Casualty

STAFF SGT. GEORGE K. GANNAM

Sergt. Gannam, Savannah’s first
casualty in World War No. 2, was
killed by the Japanese in their attack
Sunday on Hickham Field, Hawaii.
Savannah will pay him tribute to-
morrow at a requiem mass at Sacred
Heart Church.
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SERGT. GANNAM'S MOTH-
ER RECEIVES LETTER
FROM HAWAII !

Notice from the office of the chief

of the U. S. Army Air Corps that
| Sergt, George K. Gannam, Savannah’s
'first casualty fn World War No. 2,
had been chosen for appointment as
lan army aviation cadet, has been
forwarded to the mother of Sergt.
Gannam, Mrs. Annie K. Gannam,
from the air corps force at Wheeler
Field Hawaii.

Sergt.- Gannam, the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Karem Gannam and a graduate:
of Benedictine Military College, was
killed in action the day the Jap-
anese attacked Hawaii, December 7.

The notice from the chief of the
air corps was forwarded Mrs. Gan-
nam by First Lieut. Dean E. Mans-
field, who sent the following letter,
praising the service of Sergt. Gan-
nam, with the official notice:

“You may have for your safekeep-
ing the inclosed letter from the Chief
of the Air Corps, placing your son.
lon the eligible list for appointment
las an Aviation Cadet. Staff Sergegnt'
Gannam was one of our finest soldiers
and radio operators, well-liked by all,
and it is further example of the ﬁqe
potentialities George had as an Ameri-'
can soldier, that he so successfu}ly
qualified himself to become an Avia-
tion Cadet.

“That his budding career was SO
prematurely ended is a great sorrow.
But we look forward to the future
knowing that he died for, our coun-
try, and knowing too, that he would
want us to look forward.” i
| The official notice was signed by
; Capt. J. W, Durant, of the Air Corps
on behalf of the chief of the air corps,
It stated that Sergt. Gannam, an
enlisted man, had been found quali-
fied for appointment as an army avia-
tion cadet and his name had been put
lon the eligible list for assignment.

Also accompanying the letter was
the notification from the Hawalian
base to the air corps office in Wash-

ington that Sergt. Gannam had beeni

killed in action.

[the Rev. Robert Brennan, O. 8. B., the
{'Rev. Norbert McGowan, O. S. B., the

.|Peter Trizzino, O. S. B., and the Rev.
'|Brendan Dooley,” O. S. B.

‘|Aldermen Peter R. Nugent, Charles

|altar, this being used in the servige,

MASS HELD HERE
FOR SGT. GANNAM

Officials Present at Rites
For War Casualty

“Greater love than this no man
hath, that a man lay down his life
for his friends.”

With these words from St. John,
the Very Rev. Boniface Bauer, O, S.
B.. yesterday paid tribute to Savan-
nah’s first war casualty, 22-year-old
S_taﬂ Sprgt. George Gannam, who
dxeg this week on a battlefield in Ha-
waii.

Prominent city officials and other
Savannahians attended the requiem
mass at Sacred Heart Church, and
together with his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Karam Gannam, relatives and
friends, heard an impressive and
touching ceremony.

Cadets from Benedictine Military
School, from which young Gannam
graduated in 1938, marched in solemn
procession from their armory to the
church to attend the mass.
| At the conclusion of the mass, Taps
softly echoed through the edifice.
George G. Doerner, a member of the
|B. C. band and a senior at the school,
sounded the plaintive notes from
high in the church behind the or-
gan.

The celebrant of the mass asked
the assembly to pray that God, the
Ruler of the Universe, “may soften
the hearts of the men who rule over
the destiny of nations, and that He
may bring back to the world peace,
that precious peace which the world
cannot give, which God alone can!:
give.”

Those who assisted the Very Rev.
Boniface Bauer weer the Rt. Rev,
Msgr. T. James McNamara, rec-
tor of the Cathedral of St. John the

Baptist; the Very Rev. James Grady,
chancellor of the diocese; the Rev.
Thomas Sheehan, pastor of the
Church of Our Lady of Lourdes: the|
Rev. James Croke, of the Blessed Sac-
rament Church, and the following
members 'of the school faculty, the
Rev. Gregory Eichenlaub, O. S. B.;

|Rev. Paul Milde, O. S. B.; the Rev.

Headed by Mayor Thomas Gamble,
the city officials at the mass included

H. Schafer, Daniel W. Brantley, C.
F. Holton, B. I. Friedman, J. R. Bur-
ney, Louis J, Roos, Charles Wilkins,
and Joseph F. Griffin; Lewis A. East,
superintendent water department;
Robert F. Downing, city marshal;
Mrs. Irene S. Grogan, secretary to
the Mayor and assistant clerk of city
council; P. J. McNamara, clerk of
council; W. G. Logan, supervisor of
purchases; Chief Willlam M, Hall,
police department; Chief Walter S.
| Blanton, fire department; A. S. Goe-
|bel, city engineer; Dr. Charles C.
Hedges, health officer, and T. T. Can-
ty, harbor master.

Members of the Benedictine Mili-
tary School Auxiliary attended in a
body.

A catafalque was placed before the

in the absence of the body of Ser-|
geant Gannam, which is being tem-
porarily buried in Hawaii.

The parents of Mr, Gannam have
received a message of sympathy from
Congressman Hugh Peterson in
Washington. The congressman said:
“It appears that your son George has
made the supreme sacrifice in the de-
fense of our nation and I deeply
' sympathize with you and each mem-
ber of your family in your great be-
reavement.”




Tribute Paid War’s First Casualty at Requiem Mass |

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1941

Family of War Victim

—Evening Press photo, developed by Photocraft. i
A A requiem mass, conducted at Sacred Heart Catholic Church today for Staff Sergt. George Gannam, Sa-
' vannah’s first casualty in the war with Japan, was attended by the Mayor and aldermen, city officials, the cadets
of I%enedlctine Military School, of which Sergt. Gannam was an alumnus, relatives and a host of friends. The
services were conducted by the Very Rev. Boniface Bauer, services were conducted by the Very Rev. Boniface Bauer,

Eveﬁing Pres photo, developed by Photocrf. ;
Mr. and Mrs. Karam Gannam, parents of Staff Sergt. George Gannam,

who was killed in the Japanese attack on Hawaii Sunday, and brothers of
the dead soldier, shown leaving Sacred Heart Church following the requiem

mass there this morning for the hero

soldier, At the right is Anthony Gan-

nam and in the rear is Mickael Gannam,

SAVANNAH MOURNING
DEATH OF GANNAM

Continued from Page Twenty-four.

ney, Louis J, Roos, Charles Wilkins,

and Joseph F. Griffin; Lewis A. East,
superintendent water department;
Robert F. Downing, city marshal;
Mrs. Irene S. Grogan, secretary to
the Mayor and assistant clerk of city
council; P, J, McNamara, clerk of
council; W, G. Logan, supervisor of
purchases; Chief William M. Hall,
police department; Chief Walter S.
Blanton, fire department; A. S. Goe-
bel, city engineer; and Dr. Charles
| C. Hedges, health officer,

|  Members of the Benedictine Mili-
1tary School Auxiliary attended in a
body.

A catafalque was placed before the
{altar, this being used in the service
lin the absence of the body of Ser-
| geant Gannam, which is being tem-
| porarily buried in Hawaii.

!  The parents of Mr. Gannam have
received a message of sympathy from
Congressman Hugh Peterson in
Washington. The congressman said:

made the supreme sacrifice in the de-
fense of our nation and I deeply
sympathize with vou and each mem-
ber of your family in your great be-
reavement.”

Father Boniface in his sermon said:

“‘Greater love than this no man
hath, that a man lay down his life
for his friends.’

“Last Sunday afternoon the news
was flashed around the world, that
the TUnited States possessions at
Hawaii had been attacked treacher-
"ously by the enemy and that many
lives had been lost. Those of us
who had relatives, friends and
acquaintances stationed at the army
posts there hoped and prayed that
they had not fallen victims to the
attack. Several days had passed
without news reaching us of the death
of any of them and we breathed a
sigh of relief, feeling in our hearts
that everything was well with them,
that they had survived the ordeal.

“Day before yesterday, we received
the shocking news that our young and
beloved friend, George Gannam, had
fallen a victim to the enemy’s at-
tack. The War Department sent the
terse message to the young man’s
family, ‘Regret to announce that your
son, George, was killed in action at
'Hickam Field, Hawaii, December
7th.” This news struck like a bomb-
shell in the peace and quiet of our
i community. We heard of the first
| casualty of the war. For the first

“It appears that your son George has |

Taps for a Budd

—Press photo, developed by Photocraft.

Geerge G. Doerner, Benedictine
cadet, blows taps for
George Gannam, following a requiem
mass this morning in honor of the
former Benedictine cadet who. was
killed in action in Hawaii.

lowmen and his country. You may
rest assured that he has found favor
with God. You may carry through
life the sweet memory of a dutiful
son who was a credit to you, who was
respected by all who had known him
and who had earned the gratitude of
a grateful country.

“As to the rest of us, let us remem-
ber in our prayers the soul of our
departed friend so that God in His
Infinite Goodness and Mercy may
give him eternal rest and peace. Let
us pray also that God, the Ruler of
the Universe, may soften the hearts
of the men who rule over the destiny

Staff Sergt.|

back to the world peace, that precious;
Peace which the world cannot give,

| time we realized that war had been
brought home close to us. It had
taken from our midst one whom we
i had loved and respected.

“Only two and a half years ago
George Gannam had graduated from
Benedictine School. During the four
years of attendance at our school he
had distinguished himself by his
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which God alone can give.”

of nations, and that He may bring/

0. S. B, who delivered a beautiful tribute to the heroism of the young soldier, who was but 22 years old, Taps were
sounded by George G. Doerner, a Benedictine cadet.

i
{
i

|

first war casualty as prominent city
officials joined with sorrowing par*
ents, relatives and friends at a re-

SIVANNAH MOURNS

DEATH OF GANNA

MANY ATTEND REQUIEM

MASS FOR FIRST
WAR DEAD

i
Savannah today paid tribute to its|

¢quiem mass for Staff Sergeant
George Gannam at the Sacred
Heart Church. He died this week
on a battlefield in Hawaii, be-
ing among the first killed as the
United States launched its struggle
against the Axis partners, Japan, Ger-
many and Italy. :

As the mass was held the pelt of!

1

{raindrops from a leaden sky was re-:

mindful to those there that the world
sorrowed too at the death of the youth
who was but 22 years of age. I

The soft fall of the rain mingled
with the tramp of slowly marchmg’
feet as the R. O. T. C. units of the
Benedictine Military School from|
Avhich he graduated in 1938 formed|
their lines and marched in solemn!
procession from their armory to the
church.

Into the church marched the sor-
rowing cadets in two long lines. The
gray of their uniforms blended into
the solemness of the occasion as the
boys paid their tribute to a comrade
who was known to many qf them.
They entered the church in three
companies each with his commanding
officer leading. At the close of the
service the cadets led the way fol-
lowed by the family and consoling
relatives and friends.

The celibrant of the mass was the
Very Rev. Boniface Bauer, O. BB,
who consoled the family with the
words of St. John: “Greater love
{than this no man hath, that a man
lay down his life for his friends.
‘Assisting at the mass were the Rt.
‘Rev. Msgr. T. James McNamara, rec-
‘tor of the Cathedral of St. John the
Baptist: the Very Rev. James Grady,
chancellor of the diocese; the Rev.
Thomas Sheehan, pastor of the
Church of Our Lady of Lourdes: the
Rev. James Croke, of the Blessed Sac-
rament Church, and the following,
members of the school faculty, thg;
Rev. Gregory Eichenlaub, O. S. B.;!
the Rev. Robert Brennan, O. S. B, the:
Rev. Norbert McGowan, O. S. B., the!
Rev. Paul Milde, O. S. B.: the Rev.
Peter Trizzino, O. S. B, and the Rev.
Brendan Dooley, O. S. B. 4

At the conclusion of the service (;he
notes of a bugle sounded from high
in the church behind the organ. Soft-
1y Taps echoed through the edifice.
George G. Doerner, a member of the
'band and a senior at Benedictine
ISchool, was the bugler.
|~ gity officials at the requiem Mass
1were headed by Mayor Gamble and
i included:
imAldermen Peter R. Nugent, Charles
Fas o S o aneiii s cofon sy . Tywanmtlaw CL

|
|
!
|



had loved and respected.

“Only two and a half years ago.
George Gannam had graduated from
' Benedictine School. During the four
years of attendance at our school he;

‘had distinguished himself by his™

. devotion to duty, by his diligent ap-
| plication to his studies, by his s0l~
| dierly conduct at all times and by his
| unassuming and affable manner. He
was a boy who had endeared himself
to everyone who had come in contact
with him.,

*“As a member of the Cadet Corps,
his military record was an excellent
one, so much so that he was promoted
to the rank of lieutenant. He grad-
uated from the school with honors.

“Only two months after his grad-|
uation he volunteered to the United |
States Air Corps where his record was |
no less distinguished than the one
he had attained at Benedictine
School. He quickly rose to the rank,
of staff sergeant, a rank he held un-!
til he died in the line of duty.

“Knowing him as we did, we can
imagine him to have maintained the
same sense of duty when he went up '
to engage the enemy in battle, as had |
been his wont in the Benedictine|
Cadet Corps. He died the death of a|
true soldier and we know that he did
not flinch from the danger even when '
the odds were against him, as we may
assume that they were. The school,
is honored in having tutored a boy of
the type of George Gannam. He
sealed his patriotism with his life’s
blood. ‘Greater love than this 1‘_rxm
man hath, that a man lay down his
life for his friends.’

“To the members of the Benedic-
tine Cadet Corps, George Gannam
should serve as an ideal. In him you
see exemplified every virtue which
should characterize a Benedictine
Cadet. Not so many years ago, he
had gone through the same course of
| training through which you are
passing now. He met with and over-
came every difficulty which you meet
in your daily student life. He was
studious and conscientious in his
class work; obedient and respectful
to his superiors; kind and considerate
towards those over whom he had
been placed in command, and con-
genial with everyone with whom he
had come in contact. Keep this ideal
ever before you and you in turn will
earn the respect and love of your fel-
‘lowmen, no matter what walk of life
you may choose.

“On this sad occaslon our hearts
naturally turn in sympathy to the
parents upon whom God had placed
the heavy burden: of sorrow. They
had made many and great sacrifices
in giving their boy an education and
in raising him as a useful citizen of
his country. Now he has been taken
from us while still in the vigor of
youth, He had given every promise

(of a useful and successful life, but .

God in His unsearchable way had
chosen him to become a martyr of
duty. Be comforted with the thought
that, though his life was short in
years, it was filled with deeds well
done. While his body lies buried in
a distant land, his spirit, his soul
still lives on in a world where,
through the mercy of God, you will
some day meet him again. He was a .
bqy with a deep sense of religion; as,
faithful in serving God, his Creator,
,as he had been faithful in the dis-|
~ksvae of his duties towards his fel-|

band and a segmf QORI b S S I e ik |
School, was the bugler.

City officials at the requiem Mass
were headed by Mayor Gamble and
included:

j. Aldermen Pefer R. Nugent, Charles
!H. schafer, Daniel W. Brantley, C.
F. Holton. B. I. Friedman. J. R. Bur-
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FEDERATION PLEDGES

Savannah Youth Killed in Hawaii War Hero

Gannam Among First Casualties
In Jap Attack On Hickam Field

Savannah, Ga.—Staff Sergeant George K. Gannam, 22 year old
son of Mr. and Mrs. Karam Gannam of this city, was killed in action
on December 7, while defending Hickam Field, near Honolulu,
against the Japanese attacks.

The shocking news of their son’s death burst upon Mr. and Mrs.
Gannam on December 10, in a terse message from the War Depart-
ment, saying, ‘“We regret to announce that your son George was
killed in action at Hickam Field, Hawaii, December 7th.” Sergeant
Gannam was attached to headquarters squadron of the Eighteenth
Pursuit Group at Wheeler Field, a few miles from Hickam Field,
and was among the first Americans in this war to give their lives
for their country. He had enlisted in the army in August, 1939,
only two months ofter his graduation from Benedictine Military
Academy.

Requiem Mass

At the requiem mass held for
Sergeant Gannam at the Sacred
Heart Catholic Church December !
12, the city of Savannah joined SGT. GEORGE K. GANNAM
his sorrowful family in mourning
his death. He isg the first fatality
from this city. In addition to the Prosident Bazakat’s Micsage
many relatives and friends of th.e Cooreadll. Fardkuts Hiquize
family, a large group of promi- Sixty State Street
nent city officials, headed by
Mayor Gamble, and faculty mem-
bers and cadet units of the Bene-
dictine Military Academy, from
which Sergeant Gannam gradu-
ated in 1939, attended the ser-
vices. The cadets, many of whom !
had known the war hero, had
marched in solemn procession
from their armory and had en-
tered the church in three com-
panies, each with its commander
leading.

The celebrant of the mass was
the Very Rev. Boniface Bauer,
0.8.B., of the Benedictine school,
with the assistance of a number
of clergymen. Father Boniface
consoled the family with the
words of St. John: “No greater
love than this no man hath, that
a may lay down his life for a
friend.” A catafalque stood be-
fore the altar in the absence of
the body, whieh ' will remain in’'
Hawaii until the end of the war. i
School Proud of Gannam

In his sermon, Father Boniface 'l
said that during Sergeant Gan-
nam’s four yeh'rs at the Benedic-
tine Academy, ‘“he had distin-
guished himself by his_devotionl

Mr. Gannam's Replygfo .

Boston, Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Barakat:

We acknowleldge with grate-
ful appreciation your comfort-
ing words in our hour of grief.
But for the words of friends, it
would have been much harder
to bear. %

Though his death was such
a shock to everyone who knew
him, we at home are proud of
'f him for the way he chose.
Respectfully yours,

A. K. GANNAM.
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Photograph Montage

A photograph montage, featuring
a large picture of Sergt. George Gan-
nam, a Benedictine graduate who died
at Pearl Harbor, sur{ounded by small-
er photographs of dedication cere-
monies, has been placed on the wall
of the entrance hall at Benedictine

Placed at Benedictine|

Military School, the Rev. Gregory
Eichenlaub, O. S. B., principal, said
last night.

Next to the montage is a roll of
honor to include the names of all
Benedictine students who give their
lives in this war, which has been
placed directly across from the roll
of honor of the last war.

Orders were issued yesterday at a

student assembly requiring all cadets
to salute as they pass through the
hall, Father Gregory said. Included
in the memorial display is the Amer-
can flag and the standard of the
cadet corps.

m

“They Live Forever,” a phonograph
recording of a ceremony held on Wash-
ington’s birthday, which paid tribute
to Sergeant Gannam, was played for
the cadets at their assembly yester-
|day.
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Photograph Montage
Placed at Benedictine

A photograph montage, featuring
a large picture of Sergt. George Gan-
nam, a Benedictine graduate who died
at Pearl Harbor, surrounded by small-
ler photographs of dedication cere-
|monies, has been placed on the wall
of the entrance hall at Benedictine
Military School, the Rev. Gregory
Eichenlauk, O. S. B., principal, said
last night.

Next to the montage is a roll of
honor to include the names of all

~Hog ot
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-|recording of a ceremony held on Wash-

Benedictine students who give their
lives in this war, which has been
placed directly across from the roll
of honor of the last war.

Orders were issued yesterday at a ™\
student assembly requiring all cadets
to salute as they pass through the
hall, Father Gregory said. Included
in the memorial display is the Amer-
can flag and the standard of the
cadet corps.

“They Live Forever,” a phonograph
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ington’s birthday, which paid tribute
to Sergeant Gannam, was played for
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the cadets at their assembly yester-}
day. 1
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PAY SOLEMN
-~ IRIBUTE T0
.| DEADBOYS

Touching Scenes as

Their Bodies Are
Laid to Rest

BY EUGENE BURNS

-

T

L _ 7, d HONOLULU, Dec. 16 (AP)—
o coreooestonTRadIiRERE) s i 5w oy e v 1is | Day after day, just before sunset,
i ki ; ) \ i with simple dignity befitting the gal-
A & lantry with which they died for their‘;
b £ country, America's finest have been'
& vt buried at Honolulu.

VANNAH Monmiﬁé NEWS: SUNDAY ' DECEMBrRr 14 ] 3

i SA : M

. 1Ruby Esther. Mrs, ¢ i i 3
| warren of Pulaski, Mr. 25 Mrs‘}-.y.? anr; hered e« “ﬂuxrhanmefswhumm !;;r;

Al

- g TR ENTER Y W E Al AV Y

First Lieut. Fred H. ‘ﬁxinstry, of
the antiaircraft branch of the army,
i{is in Savannah on furlough after be-
||ing stationed at Schofield Barracks,| =
'| Hawaii, from August 1, 1841, until Oc-

tober of this year. i g

The young. army.ffier 15 the sec-

“md son of Mr. and Mrs. William B
“MeKinstry, of 509 East Forty-first -
!'street. When he was 13 he left Sa-
{vannah with his parents for _Chica,gg,
his father being comptroller of the
Illinois Central System, “promoted
from the comptroller office of the
Central of Georgia. ;

P

ey

g They have been laid to rest on
—Photo by Foltz. there to remain until a peaceful time
LIEUT FRED H. McKINSTRY when the bodies might be returned to

’ : — :

. MARINES RAISE RIFLES
This has been going on since Mon-
0N FURLOU E day, Dec. 8, the day after Japanese
4 3 bombings brought death to 91 officers

; WERWEL Sl 10 Sl et 163 of the army. :
mST- LEKVE 'N z YEARS A tight-lipped group of six-foot
<3 AR their rifles and fire three volleys over
the fresh earth as nightfall approaches
; i A Dblack-robed priest blesses the
BarraCkS, Ha a” ground with holy water and a Protest-
i

ceremony—then the living move back

to their war jobs amid the blackout.
said the graying chaplain of the fleet,
Captain William A. Maguire. “‘Say we
manfully and we will wipe out that
treachery, come what may. The spirit

Mark Each Grave

“KEach grave is marked and each
back to the mainland after the war is
fought and won—back to home towns.”
of flaming poinsettias—Christmas flow-
ers—golden asters and many-hued hi-

green hills overlooking the sea—

their native soil.

and 2638 enlisted men of the navy and

marines in olive-drab uniforms raise

A e : I
ﬁe ”as Been at kChOfleld fast. A bugle sounds taps.

ant chaplain recites the committal
“Don’t say we buried with sorrow,”

buried with conviction. Our men died

of these men lives on. I can feel it.

body carefully identified for shipment
Honolulu's gardens have been stripped

biscus flowers—each grave has a small

: . - bouquet—Honolulu’s tribute.
Lieutenant McKinstry is enjoying| The first bodies were taken to
(his first Jeave in two yearg.aNatural-| - "I Nuuanu Cemetery overlooking the
1y his location in Hawaii, especially .| palm-fringed sea from which the

ireacherous attack was launched.
When all the space there was taken

trenches were dug atop Red Hill, over-

iooking Pearl Harbor. i

since December 7, 1941, has been in
a vital and interesting area. He has

gow begn Ssﬁlg‘netit "té)h Fort Eustis,
a., and will repo ere after his . :
furlough ends and he completes his Glorious in Death

=| savings bonds, this being true not only
of the Chinese people living there| :

visit to his parents here.

Army regulations prevent Lieuten-
ant McKinstry from talking much of
the situation in Hawaii, save to ad-
mit that at present it is good. Of
singular interest is the information
that the Orientals living on the is-
lands have proportionately been
markedly liberal purchasers of U, S.

Continued on Page 11, Column

—~— -

“I was in the thickest of the attack,’
said Chaplain Maguire. “Our 130,000,000
Americans would glow if they could
have seen how our boys died. It was
glorious. Nay a whimper! They manned
their guns until the decks buckled with
the heat.”

. The chaplain wiped his blue eyes.

‘““Ah, how game,”” he said. ““At the
' Marine barracks where the wounded
. lay that Sunday, if a worse wounded
man was brought in, a man with a leg
missing or an arm missing would say,
‘For God’s sake I'm all right, put him
on the table. Take me out of here.’

“And while all this heroism was go-
ing on those Japs still were machine-
gunuaing—do you get the picture I'm
telling you lad? Badly burned men
without clothes carrying  blankets
begged me, ‘I want to get back to my
ship. I want to get back to my gun.’

“Abh. lad, if every American had seen
how quietly, yes quietly, men suffered,
how gallantly they died, how courage-
ously they died, now courageously they

1wi11 never give.”

thought about the next man they would
glory. They would swear our front line




Family of War Hero

Left to Right (Top): Michael, George,
(Nager is in the Navy); Seated: Karam Gannam,

Mary,

-
Anthony, Nazer
Mrs. Gannam.

Savannah Youth

Continued Irom page 1 |

to duty, by his diligent applica-
tion to his studies, by his soldier-
1y conduct at all times and by his
unassuming and affable manner.”
His military record in school had
been excellent, enough to get him
promoted to the rank of lieuten-
ant and graduate with honors.
Father Boniface also said: “He
died the death of a true hero and
we know that he did not flinch
from danger even when the odds
were against him, as we may as-
sume that they were. The school
is honored in having tutored a
boy of the type of George Gan-
nam. He sealed his patriotism
with his life’s blood.”
Condolences From
Federation President

Among the many messages of
sympathy received by Mr. and
Mrs. Gannam, who are in business
in Savannah, was one from Mr.
George M. Barakat, president of
the Eastern Tederation. He as-
sured them that “We Americans
of Syrian and Lebanese ancestry
shall always treasure the memory
of that gallant soldier, Staff Ser-
geant George K. Gannam, who
was the first to sacrifice his life
in order that we might continue
to enjoy the blessings of freedom
and liberty.” Another message
of sympathy came from Congress-
man Hugh Peterson in Washing-
ton, who said in part: ‘“Your Son
George hahs made the supreme
sacrifice in the defense of our
nation.”
Brother In Navy

Besides both parents, Sergeant
/ Gannam is survived by two bro-
thers, Michael and Anthony, and
one sister, Mrs, Mary Saraf, all

of Savannah; and another bro-|
ther, Nazer, who is serving in the
United States Navy, stationed at |
Norfolk, Va. |

LI s SOU

W Aoy

K \é BE A :*‘.’:.;U‘:

el G At G b r sx U
LU LS Y
) ey SN LD 43 o, L
" JUN s oS s

8

i e e e
S e 2l s S pas omasl e
V RSP
u"g’ *)3? o5 o wsn als - oaisl g
syl g‘fé\ Byim o2 (S5 U,AI (RE
o A e e e £
o 5l &l ) g )-O)_;}LS & UJ L

.,L}\) J’\, u_:\} DJ)J\ ¢\‘;Y\

.L.,{\p\ Lage 900 S Al Sty Lt

K&,’.L)hh?/,"\)h J;-:'- L."."gjj J..'b. \"'Y"'\ 5\
1| W I R WO TR A ¢
ol JIB el G AN 5 il

(fmar > Ols wali Y
by Sl e e 5 o




Yasy

o

et

L \v us"u...m A\ s €% _!1 3] ( &

/ L 2
e L5

Al 23 an by s) 3

‘:’..Q-J" G Jlo @5

x)‘)‘ g’l“' |
mm s
cimall Jo) gaglt

;\.g.,._,.i B RTINS -t.,le
g(-LJ"w gf\‘tm J“"”
G P G sl
2 e pola d S
e O IERYS)

Ja¥) 54l oL

= I N
e e 5 ) )

|58 id! Jly W) & 8
{‘\A..Mu,aj‘_g_)\:;” 'R:J‘“;\:':U‘ Q‘J‘
C-"'.)\-' Q‘ &;\1_\3 QS"\*G-” J,a.;‘

I'\_*J\ e \:?'J:?;
el Sl ) i
s 518 22l g ey
4005 ig_;.ai‘ulc L)y 5Ll
¢S ) ym) bl s
SCLIRS g

uJa oJ.......”
|

Lo 58 %1 a3k 54 Ly

£l et o)l sl
s AW we sl e

Jadlas¥ els e Ciaiy

goore S8lsdl ol vy




B T The it b e i e

o+

fﬂi“,ﬁ." L oL

e







MANCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE

CERTIFICATE OF BIRTH

Name Gannam, George

Date of Birth—Year, 1919 Month, October bpsy, 2&
Name of Father, Karam Gannam

Maiden Name of Mother, Annie Gannam

City Record, Vol. 18 Page, 42

A true copy. Attest:

City Clerk.



His Old Flag Is
to Fly Here Again

SERGT. GEORGE GANNAM

Savannuh’s first death in the present
war, once flew a flag over a neigh-
borhood club here. The flag will be
raised Sunday at noon on a new pole
at Fifty-third and Hopkins streets.

GEORGE GANNAMS |
" OLD FLAG TO FLY

Ceremony Sunday at Noon at
53rd and Hopkins ;

1

HE USED IT AS A BOY!

Cadets and Buglers to At-
tend the Exercises

The flag that Sergt. George Gan-
nam, Savannah’s first casualty in the
war at Hickam Field, Honolulu, flew
on a pole of a boy’s club in Savan-
nah, is going to be raised again Sun-
day at noon on a new pole at Fifty-
third and Hopkins streets, next to
his home. :

There was a neighborhood club of

boys near where George Gannam
lived. He made the flagpole and the
boys raised the flag on it. They in-
sisted on the flag being above their
club rooms.

Karam Gannam, his father, is giv-
ing the new flagpole. A detail of
Benedictine cadets will be present
at the flag raising. The senior class
of that school will also have buglers
attend. The Mothers’ Club of Bene-
dictine School will lay a wreath at
the foot of the flagpole.

Rev. Father Gregory Eichenlaub, O.
S. B., principal of Benedictine, and
Col. Fred Von Kamp, cadet colonel
of the Benedictine battalion, will
take part in the ceremony. |

The new flagpole is surrounded by!
2 fence. The flag will fly there from|
! day to day and people of the neigh-
borhood, as well as others who pass
by, will remember Sergeant George
Gannam who fell at Hickam Field on
{December 7, the fateful beginning of
the United States’ entrance into the
world war. Sergeant Gannam was|
(the first Savannahian in this war to,
| fall in action in defense of an Amer-!
|ican area. !
| Sergeant Gannam was a graduate|
;of Benedictine School. He enlisted in
the army in August, 1939. At the
time of his death he was attached to!
headquarters group of the Eighteenth
Pursuit Group, stationed at Wheeler!
;“@eig, several miles from Hickam

ield.

SGT. GANNAM’S FLAG
TO BE RAISED TODAY

Exercises at 53rd and Hop-

kins Streets at Noon

At noon today a flag which be-|
longed to Sergeant George Gannam|
‘when he was a member of a boys’}
club in Savannah will be raised on a|
‘new flag pole at Fifty-third and Hop-f

ikins streets.

| Sergeant Gannam, Savannah’s first
'war casualty, made the original flag
pole when he was a member of the
!boy’s club. His father, Karem Gan-
Inam, is giving the new pole. |

Buglers from the senior class of.
Benedictine and a detail of the!
school’s cadets will attend the flag|
‘raising, Sergeant Gannam was a
igraduate of Benedictine. |
1 The Mothers’ Club of Benedictine|
'School and the Catholic Young Peo-
|ple’s Association will place wreaths,
‘at the foot of the flag pole which is
enclosed by a fence.

Among those taking part in the|
ceremony will be the Rev. Father|
Gregory Eichenlaub, O. S. B., prin-'
cipal of Benedictine; Col. Fred Von
‘Kamp, cadet colonel of the Benedic-
| tine Battalion; Capt. A. M. Gignilliat,
'assistant P. M. S. and T., R. O. T. C.
will attend.

Sergeant Gannam died at Hickam
Field, Honolulu, December 7, 1941.

“The Register,” Catholic newspaper
of Denver, Col, in the issue of today,
has the following story of Sergt.
Gannam:

“The heroic death of another Cath-
olic lad in the raid is related in the
Catholic Herald, Honolulu paper.,
George Gannam, a fine member of the|
Holy Name Society, received com-
munion from Father Sliney at the
|6:30 Mass. Badly wounded in the
‘bombing, he was taken to the army |
hospital. Father John K. Connelly,
a chaplain from the Sacramento dio-;
cese, was passing up and down the:
wards, giving the Last Sacraments to
the more seriously wounded. George:
called to him, but the priest, seeing|
the boy’s face unhurt, asked him to
wait. Finally he heard the soldier’s |
confession and gave him Extreme[
Unction and Viaticum. |

“‘How are you feeling?’ he asked.!

“Not bad, Father, came the an-|
swer with a smile.

“The priest lifted the blanket and|
saw that almost all the lower part|
of his body had been shot away. Be-
fore he died he made sure that Fa-
ther Connelly would send his watch
and money to his mother.”

FLAG HE FLEW TO
BE RAISED AGAIN

Will Be Tribute to Late Ser.

geant Gannam.

The flag that Sergt. Geor; -
nam, first Savannahian killegehf;r ?12-
tion in the war, flew on a pole at
a neighborhood hoys’ club, will be
raised again tomorrow at noon with
elaborate ceremonies. A new pole
nas peen provided at Fifty-third and
Hop}ims street, next to his home.

His father, Karam Gannam, has
donated the pole. A detail of cadets
from Bpnedictine Military School,
from whl.ch Sergt. Gannam was grad-
}Jated. will be present, and the sen-
ior class will have buglers attend.
The Mothers’ Club of Benedictine will
lay a wreath at the foot of the pole.

The Rev. Gregory Eichenlaub, O.
S. B., principal of the school, and
Cpl. Fred Von Kamp, cadet colonel,
will take part in the ceremonies.
The new pole is surrounded by a

fence, and the flag will be flown each
day, as a memorial to Sergt. Gannam,
who fell at Hickam Field, Hawaii, on
| December 7. d



SAVANNAH MORNING Nows: MUNDAY, FebRUARY 923, 1542

‘Sergf. George Gannam's Memory Is Honored

7%

—Photos by Harry Roberts

Scene in the lot next to the Gannam home at Fifty-third and Hopkins street as Rev. Father
Gregory Eichenlaub was speaking Sunday at dedication of a filagpole in honor of Sergt. George
Gannam, killed in battle at Hickam Field, Honolulu, December 7, 1941. Benedictine Cadets com-
mitted themselves to the cause for which Sergt. Gannam died. He was Savannah’s first casualty‘

DEDICATION OF &
FLAGPOLE HELD
HONORS SERGT. GANNAM|

‘Benedictine _C:adets Pay
Tribute to Alumnus

A flagpole was dedicated to Staff
Sergt. George Gannam, U. S. A., first
Savannah casualty of the war, at a
simple but impressive ceremony yes-

terday at noon.

The flagpole is located on a lot at
Fifty-third and Hopkins streets ad-
jacent to the home of Sergt. Gan-
nam’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Karem
Gannam,

Opening the ceremony was the
reading of special order No. 5 by
Capt. Walter Ehrenreich, acting ad-
jutant of “ the student battalion of
Benedictine Military School, of which
Sergt. Gannam was an alumnus.
The order was as follows:

“This flagpole is dedicated in hon-
or of George Gannam, g graduate
of Benedictine Military School in the
class of 1938. Staff Sergt. Gannam,
U. S. A, died in the service of his
country at Hickam Field, Hawaii, De-
cember 7, 1941, We, the present ca-
dets of Benedictine Military School,
dedicate ourselves to the cause for
which George Gannam died and we
pledge our youth and manhood to
!the establishment of world peace.”
| It was signed by order of the bat-
talion commander.

Following the reading of the spe-
cial order, a color detail of B. C.
cadets marched to a table where an
American flag lay on a silver tray,
and received the flag from the father
and mother.

The flag was raised on the new
{flagpole as a B. C. bugler sounded ; ; : e
i reveille, » 7 : - ‘
' 'The Rey. Father Gregory Eichen-|The flag, which was Sergt. Gannam’s flag when he was a boy,
laub, O. 8. B, principal of Benedic-|being raised to the top of the pole by two Benedictine Cadets, of|
tine, then read a resume of George|the battalion's color guard. The new pole was given by Karam/|
Gannam’s life. Gannam, the dead soldier’s father.

Two wreaths were placed at the - = =
base of the pole, one by Lieut. Col.
Fred Von Kamp, cadet colonel of
Benedictine, on behalf of the
Mothers’ club of the school, and the
other by Miss Kitty McKenzie, presi-
dent of the Catholic Young People’s
Association,

Following this the bugler blew taps
while the cadets stood at attention.
The ceremony was brought to a close
with the playing of the national an-
them by the Benedictine band.

The flagpole is in a pretty setting,
with the ground sodded with grass|
and the lot enclosed with a fence.
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GANNAMLYONS |
UNIT TO MEET

Benedictine Alumni Forming

Defense Corps Unit

The Gannam-Lyons Unit of the
\Georgia Defense Corps will meet to;
night at 8 o'clock in the armory o

the Benedictine Corps of Cadets. j
1 william Register is in command ©
the unit, which is being formed .in
of graduates of Ben.edxc.-
ti ilitary School. The unit is,
tnu;g‘xeg/h for y'cwo former .Benedmtm?:
cadets who died recently in the serv |
i f their country. g ‘.
1cecgpt_ Register is hoping that.n;lotx;se!
alumni will show up at t.omgThé
meeting and join the unit. e
present strength is much below o
| desired. There are a npmber s
| Benedictine alumni, he believes, wi :
will find they are doing a re_al servic
by joining this unit as their par’{,1 in
the defense work. He extends tgtt ené
an invitation to attend tonig gnt
sign up with the command. A§sxsb-
ance will be given the new unit ty
some of the smart undergraduate
cadets, who are Very proficient in
military matters.

|
|large part

e o i A

DEFENSEUNIT
AT BENEDICTINE

IS  FORMING MONDAY

5Be Named F_or—George Gan-
' nam and John Lyons = |

The Benedictine Alumni Associaticn
will meet tomorrow night at the|
armory at 8 o'clock for the purpose:!
| of forming Unit 151 of the State De-
| fense Corps of Chatham county. Plans
|are to mame the unit after George
Gannam and Jack Lyons, two former
Cadets who gave their lives in the
service of their country in recent
weeks. The name was suggested by
Rev. Gregory Eichenlaub, O. S. B.,
principal of Benedictine.

The officers of the association, of
which Richard Russell, Jr. is presi-
dent, feel that the opportunity is right
for former Cadets, in view of their
military training, to render a service
of special value to the city and its}

environs.

The organization of the proposed
unit has peen placed in the hands of
Bill Register, a former Benedictine
| Cadet captain who graduated with the |
class of 1926. \
The unit would be affiliated with
the Chatam county defenses under
' Maj. George Rice and Capt. Joseph!
Hester, who head this division. Under
the conditions of formation the state!
is to. furnish uniforms and other|
equipment. i
Father Gregory last night said, “I!
am deeply gratified to learn that the!
Alumni Association is interested in
forming this unit. It represents the:
kind of reaction that is typical of the
public spirit Benedictine always tries
to inculcate. I feel sure that the re-
quired fifty-five can be quickly re-
cruited. I would suggest the Unit 151
be known as the George Gannam-
Jack Lyons Unit.”

John Lyons died in a plane crash
near Pittsburgh, October 9. He waSI
23 years old and was graduated flzom
Citadel after finishing Benedictine.
At Citadel he received several honors |
including the “Star of the West,”|
which goes annually to the best!
drilled cadet in the corps. He had,
been a lieutenant in the United States
Air Corps since April of last year.

George Gannam died at Hickam '
Field in Hawaii on the opening day
of the Japanese attack. He was Sa-
vannah's first war casualty. His |
military record at Benedictine was
among the best. He enlisted in the!
army in August, 1939, and had re-:
ceived a sergeantcy.

I

CIPT. THOMSON T0
MEET WITH ALUMA

BENEDICTINE UNIT OF DE.

( FENSE CORPS DRILLS
TOMORROW

'

Capt. E. G. Thomson, commandant
of the Benedictine cadets for 17 years
prior to the school’s attaining a R. O.
T. C. status will attend the first drill
session of the Gannam-Lyons unit of
the Georgia Defense Corps tomorrow

night at 7 o'clock at the Benedictine
armory,

The unit is named: for two former

Benedictine cadets who died i -
cent xponths for their country. mcgg-
tain Ed'dle" as he is affectionately
known,. 1s prevented taking part in
the unit and other phases of public
welfarg work because of his health.

He s very enthusiastic about the
organization of the alumni unit for it
}\fgllll g}:)e compgsed almost entirely of
| ng men who attended icti
under his tutelage. il i

When seen this morning he said: “I
hop.e my hoys will seize this oppor-
tumty of serving with their old cadet
buddxes in this very important organi-
zatipn, the state defense corps. I
should' like to see the Benedictine
alumni who have entered other phases
of defense work for which they have
haq no previous training relinquish
their places in such organizations to
others and enter the Gannam-Lyons
unit Where they can use the military |
trammg they have had.

“It is important to my mind that
te)a;:th berson serve where he can serve
est,

“Although there is a great number
oﬁ Benedictine alumni al%eady servir?g
with the colors I never-the-less feel
that there are still more than enough
to“ovex.'subscribe this unit, |

I will be. looking forward to them
tomorrow night giving Bill Register,
the commander, their enthusiastic
support.”

The.Re.v. Gregory Eichenlaub, O. S.

- brincipal of the Benedictine Mili- |
tary School said today that he was!
greatly pleased to learn of Captain |
Thomson’s plan to he with his old|
hoys tomorrow night when the um’t[
begins its first drill period.

Father Gregory declared he will
have some of the members of the pres-
ent corps of cadets available to help‘
the alumm’ in regaining their one-
time military efficiency. l




Nay 21, 1940

George k&, Gannam,
18th air Base,
Fheeler Fielda, T, H,

Dear George: _

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of the 6th and T ap
&lad to enclose herewith the character reference yoy requested, I
hope it will properly serve your purpose, and with very bvest wishes
and regards, I am :

Yours very truly,
HOBART 1., MANLEY

him:s




May 20, 1940

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

The writer has known George K. Gannan for approximately
fourteen years, and he bears a reputation of integrity and high
moral conduct. I believe he would make a good and trustworthy
young men at any post he may be placed.

Also, have known this young man's family for the same
length of time and know them to be fine people and good citizens
of this community.

Yours very trdly,

HOBART L. WANLEY




May 6, 1940
18th Air Base
Wheeler Field, T.H.

Mr. He L. Manley, 4
Reynolds and iianley Lbr. Co.,
Savannah, Georgia.

Dear Mr. Manley:

I plan to take the nextlﬁandolph Field examin-
ation, and must submit with my application a number of
character references.

I would appreciste very much if you would gend
me a letter of recommendatioy.

Thanking you for your consideration on this
matter, I am;

,Yo?rs truly,

i e

“eorge K. Gannam

/




War (continued)

hese 30 young Americans (below) from Nebraska to Florida
were on the first U. S. Army casualty list of this war. They
were killed in action in Japan’s surprise bombardment of Pearl
Harbor, Dec. 7. They are only a few of the total casualties, now

estimated at 3,000, and their names are among the last to appear

THESE MEN FEI-I- FIRST A'I' HAWA" in a public casualty list for the war’s duration.
Speaking for the Army and Navy, President Roosevelt declared

i o , il i

Rear Admiral Isaac Cambell Kidd was in com- Private William W. Merithew is survived by Staff Sergeant Joseph C. Herbert of the Army Staff Sergeant John Henry Mann of the Army
mand of battleship division at Pearl Harbor. a son, William Merithew Jr., at Oneonta, N. Y. Air Corps used to live in Clear Spring, Md. Air Corps came from Stow, N. Y. He was 22

% . b

Private Conrad Kujawa from Hammond, Ind. Sergeant Joseph J. Chagnon is survived by Private John R. Fletcher of the Army Air Private Robert L. Schottbelonged to the Army
was with the Coast Artillery Corps in Hawaii. father of 319 East 100th St., New York City. Corpsis survived by family in Janesville, Wis. Air Corps. His family lives at Elkhart, Ind

’ g & ¢ B
Sergeant Robert C. Sherman of the Army Air Private John G. Mitchell of the Army Air Sergeant Walter R. French was a member of Staff Sergeant George Gannam of Savannah,
Corpsused to be resident of Middletown,N.Y. Corps once was aresident of Hoisington, Kan. Medical Corps. His home was Delphos, Ohio. Ga. was stationed at Hickam Field, Hawaii

Private Leland V. Beasley of Loretto, Tenn. Private William M. Northway of Providence, Second Lieutenant Louis G. Moslener was a Private Ralph S. Smith of Essington, Pa. i
is survived by his father, Cyrus C. Beasley. R. L. is survived by his aunt, Bessie Barton. resident of Monaca, Pa. where his parents live. survived by his father, Mr. Harry A. Smith




last week that hereafter radios and newspapers should refrain
from announcing complete lists of dead or wounded, for such
lists would give useful information to the enemy. In case of a
casualty, the next of kin would be notified at once, however, with
instructions not to divulge the name of their relative’s ship or
station. The President said he thought it would be permissible
for newspapers and magazines to print news of individual war

deaths if military or geographical information was withheld.

The bravery of Captain Colin Kelly Jr. (right) on Dec. 12 off
Luzon in the Philippines provided America with its first war
hero. Kelly dove his planestraight at theJapanese battleship, Ha-
runa, released a stick of high explosives almost into the mouths
of flaming guns, and then vanished himself in the mighty explo-
sion that ushered the 29,000-ton ship to the bottom of the sea.

Captain Colin Kelly Jr. who sank the Haruna

is survived by wife and son in Brooklyn, N. Y.

Corporal Vincent M. Horan belonged to the

Air Corps, used to live in Stamford, Conn.

Lieutenant Hans C. Christiansen, Air Corps,
of Woodland, Calif., died at Pearl Harbor.

Corporal Malachy J. Cashen, Air Corps, leaves

mother, Gertrude Cashen, in Lamont, Towa.

Private Horace A. Messam was from Barber-
ton, Ohio and is survived by his father Ernest.

i .
Private Eugene L. Chambers of Army Air
Corps was formerly a resident of Apollo, Pa.

Corporal Robert P. Buss of the Army Air Corps
came from Elkhart, Ind. He was 26 years old.

Private Robert R. Niedzwiecki was with Army
Air Corps. His home was Grand Rapids, Mich.

Private William Coyne JI., who was 20 years

old, was Kansas City’s first known casualty,

Second Lieutenant George A. Whiteman of
the Army Air Corps was from Sedalia, Mo.

Private Louis Schleifer leaves his father, Mr.
Morris Schleifer, who lives in Newark, N. J.

Private Jack H. Feldman of Philadelphia, Pa.
is survived by mother, Mrs. Reba Feldman.

Private Elmer W. South came from Indianap-
olis, was among those killed at Pearl Harbor.

Sergeant James E. Guthrie from Nathalie,
Va., is survived by his father, Claude Guthrie,

Private Theodore F. Byrd Jr. of Army Air
Corps is survived by father in Tampa, Fla.

PrivateVictor L. Meyers, 24, of Hendley, Neb.,
was born on the final day of World War I.
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EDITORIALS

The football team has bought Defense Stamps, have
you?

Movies would be a lot better if they shot less film and |

more actors.

BENEDICTINE AND THE WAR.

With the death of one of its alumni, the school has had
the blunt horror of war thrown viciously into its face.
Impersonal newspaper accounts of the treachery of the sav-
ages in foreign countries moved us little. It took the death
of one of our group to jar us and startle us and to make us
realize that America is really at war.

George Gannam died at Pearl Harbor but the memory
of George Gannam cannot die so long as there remains a
member of the Benedictine Cadet Corps who will often and
reverently speak his name. :

To us he has thrown the torch of freedom. It is our
duty to catch it and raise it high and walk forward with it
towards Victory. And in performing military duties here
at school, in cooperating with government officials, we catch
that torch and begin that march.

As cadets of a military school we are fortunate in times
like these to be receiving training of inestimable value. . Now
more than ever it is necessary to study military scince more
faithfully and thoroughly and to carry out mstructlons in a
ERIAny InAnnar e R

. If-in the past the drill schedule has seemed dull and
Loring it should now assume a resemblance to reality that
will force you to take an active interest in it.  The drill field
teaches self discipline and in this war control over one’s self
is a main weapon that the country will need in the times

waen, and if, rationing kecomes very strenuous.

So wake up, Cadets. Take the noble example of George
‘Gannam as a lesson of perfect loyalty and Prepare to Fight!

REMEMBER PEARL HARBOR! REMEMBER
'GEORGE GANNAM!

SPORTSMANSHIP

“A sportsman”’, says the dlctxonary, “is one who in sports
is fair and generous, a good loser and a graceful winner.’
All too often generosity is-forgotten when the contest grows
heated, not so much by our players, as the spectators. The
mo) instinct grips them, might makes right, they say, and
they try to take matters into their own hands, or mouths
should we say.

Such was the case in the Jordan-B. C. conflict. When
a Benedictine player stepped into the foul ring a deathlike
stillness pervaded the atmosphere, but let an opponent ven-
ture thither and anguished shouts arose. When he got ready
for his shot the gym sounded like a nest of rattlers, and if

“he made it,—wow- We don’t know if that’s the common
procedure in Columbus when a ‘“foreigner” shoots,-but we
ask, “Is this proper? Is this sportsmanlike ?”’

‘This state of affairs cannot go on. Benedictine must
and will rise above it. If we cannot win a game by fair
means, let’s not win at all. When our team is in a distant
city we expect them to be pleasantly received, just as we
receive them in our own gym.

Remember the old. adage, “Do unto others as you would
have them do unto you.”

William Starrs |

William Conners -
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B.C. Graduates
Name Defense Unit
For Gannam-Lyons

Both ‘Were Alumm Of
' ‘Benedictine

In honor of two former cadets
of Benedictine who gave their
lives in the service of their coun-
try, graduates of Benedictine have
banded together and formed a unit
of the Georgia State ; Defense
Corps. Named for George Gan-
nam, killed in action at Pearl Har-
bor, and John R. Lyons, an officer
of the Air Corps, who crashed to
his  death in  Pennsylvania,
The unit is under the command of
Capt. Bill. Register. Meetings
of the groups are held regularly
in the Benedictine Armory.

Membership is limited entirely
to graduates of Benedictine Muli-
tary School, but the unit has the
official sanction of the Suace De-
fense Corps :

‘ Although still familiar with the
basic tunaamentals ot military lite,
some of the older graduates have
lost the command they once held
over military science, To aid the
members of the unit in becoming
acquainted with the “new drill,”
Lt. Col. Von Kamp has volunttered
the services of the officers of the
battalion. Capt. Ray, Lt. Clifton
and Lt. Ryan have assis:ed in the
instruction.

School Honors
Victims Of Sea

On Monday, January 27, a re-
quiem mass wa scelebrated in the
Cathedral of S:. John the Baptist
for the members of the crew of the
S. S. City of Atlanta, which was
torpedoed by an enemy submarine
in Atlantic Waters.

Thomas J. Kenny, chief engi-
neer, among those missing, is the
father of John Kenny, a member
of the class of ’40.

The cadet corps of Benedictine
Military School attended the mili-
tary mass in uniform. The unit
assembled in LaFayette Square
at 8:45 A. M. and then marced

 into the church for the celebra-

tion at ning o’clock.
The school choir of the Cathedral

Grammar School sang the mass.
Friends and relatives of the miss-

ing attended in large numbers.

Alumni Honors Him ’

Staff Sgt. George Gannam
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Both ‘Were Alumni Of
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In honor of two former cadets
of Benedictine who gave their
lives in the service of their coun-
try, graduates of Benedictine have
banded together and formed a unit
of the Georgia State; Defense
Corps. Named for George Gan-
nam, killed in action at Pearl Har-
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Membership is limited entirely
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GANNAM FLAG RAISING

C. B. S. TELLS
GANNAM’S STORY

(Continued from Page 1)
and that in 1905 George’s mother
and father came over to America
and settled in Savannah. In 1920
a child was born, and he was
named George. It was then told
how his father had that very day
erected a flagpole in honor of
George, and how his fellow cadets,
the students of the Benedictine
Military School, had assisted in
the dedication. It was impossible,
the narrator said, to realize the
abundance of pride held by the
parents of this great boy. He lived
zealously and piously, and in or-
der to do something great for the
country he loved so dearly, he ap-
plied for a position and was read-
ily accepted in the army, given the
distinetion of staff sergeant.
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B. M. S. WINS CITY CAGE

Cadets Hear
Fr. Hubbard’s
Timely Talk

“Qur Arctic Fortress” Is His
Subject

Speaking on “Alaska, Our Arctic
Fortress”, Father Bernard Hub-
bard, S. J., delivered a timely and
interesting lecture to an amazed
audience at the Municipal Audi-
torium on Monday February 9.
Most of Benedictine’s Cadets at-
tended.

Tather Hubbard was introduced
by Mayor Gamble who had been
presented by Monsignor T. J. Mac-
Namara, an alumnus of Benedic-
tine.

Mayor Gamble spoke of Father
Hubbard’s geological discoveries
and vast explorations as a continua-
tion of the marvelous work begun
by the Jesuit priests in America
over four hundred years ago.

The priest modestly thanked “one
of the country’s most literary may-
ors,” and with his droll humor
immediately won over his audience.
e held their undivided attention
during the entire two and a half
hours program.

He spoke quickly, audibly—in a
manner that makes him one of
America’s foremost orators.

(Continued on Page 3)

STAFF OF QUILL
HAS NEW OFFICE

Military Department Furn-
ishes Desks

Father Gregory has given the
staff of the Campus Quill the room
next to the military supplies room
on the second floor of the Armory
as an office where the paper may be
prepared and where meetings may
be held.

Sgt. DeMotte has given a desk
from the Commandant’s Office. The
room, once used as a store room,
has assumed an air of bustling ac-
tivity and the members of the staff
are usually found after school
hours busily preparing the next
edition of the Campus Quill.

BENEDICTINE CHAMPIONS

From left to right, front row: Charles Angelus,

Welsh. Second row, standing:

Leonard, Jimmy Grogan, Langdon Cooper, Joseph

student manager.

Jimmy Petit, Vie Mell, Walter Ehrenreich, Dick

Robert Smith, official time-keeper, Charles Rousseau, Coach Dennis

0’Loughlin,

Barrett Welsh and Manton Hester,

Cadet Battalion
Stages Review
St. Patrick’s Day

Annual Parade Cancelled Due
To National Crisis

The boys of Benedictine did mnot
sport their green this year by pa-
rading in the annual St. Patrick’s
Day parade. The committee in
charge of arrangements for the
parade decided to abandon the
ancient custom this year on ac-
count of the national emergency.

Tells Story

Listeners were entranced Sun-
day night, February 22, when the
Columbia  Broadcasting System
presented, through its dramatic
program, “They Live Forever”,
the inspiring life of thelate George
Gannam, killed in action at Pearl
Harbor. The program was pro-
duced in a unique, dramatic fash-
ion, and it showed that the life of
George Gannam was indeed the
life that every true American

The corps did however stage a.

review in honor of Sgt. Wm. Berry

of Fort Jackson who represented

the Irish Jasper

Greens at the '

ceremonies held in that battery’s

honor on the 17th.

Columbia Broadcasting System

of George Gannam

should lead.

Several voices were used in the
production. The first, low and
emotional, captured the attention
of listeners from the very begin-
ning with an address that made
people stop to find out what was
going on. Then another voice read
the list of Pearl Harbor casual-
ties headed by the name of George
Gannam. After the reading of
the casualties, still another voice
entered and told briefly but com-
pletely the life of George Gannam,
how as a boy he insisted on rais-
ing and lowering the flag over
a neighborhood club, made up
of himself and several of his
mates. The mnarrator explained
that the name Gannam was Syrian

(Continued on Page 4)

TITLE

Cagers of 42
Win Prep Crown
For First Time

Angelus Outstanding With 18
Points

The basketeers at Benedic-
tine have won a coveted distinc-
tion in this year of 1942. They
have been led by Coach Leonard
through a highly successful bas-
ketball season climaxing with the
capture of the City Title, a prize
never before won by a maroon
and white team.

The cadets won the crown when
they defeated Savannah High
School in the Hi gym, 29 to 21.

Benedictine lost its first game
to the Blue Jackets in the High
School gym, but tied the annual
series by winning the second game
in the Armory on February 3.

This, too, was a bit of history-
making, for it marked the first
time that B. C. had defeated S.
H. S. in the Armory. The “Arm-
ory jinx” often referred to has
been broken by this precedent
breaking team of ’42.

In the .third game of the series,
B. C. won as the dopesters predict-
ed by a neat margin,

(Continued on page four)

|DEMOTTE RETURNS

AFTER ILLNESS

Injured By Gun At
School

Sgt. Otis A. DeMotte, assistant
to the Commandant at Benedictine
has returned to school after a pain-
ful absence. Injured by a 37Tmm
gun which fell on his foot, Sgt. De-
Motte has been confined to his
home for over a week.

Complying with War Depart-
ment orders, Sgt. DeMotte was
crating the weapon for shipment
when it slipped to the floor and
mashed the bones in his foot.
Though still not free from the cast,
the sergeant is able to hobble
around the school and perform the
duties which were so sorely missed
while he was gone.
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Catholic Heroes

Sidelights on the start of the war in
the Islands are still as interesting to
the general public as the day they hap-
pened. This war is such a personal
thing to each of us. We are always
anxious to read of the heroic deeds of
the boys participating—as long as they
are true and faithfully narrated, Each
American soldier, sailor or marine
engaged was one of ours—a buddy,
and as close as though he were a mem-
ber of our own family. We sorrow in
his pain and anguish; we rejoice in his
deeds of strength and valor.

A visit to several encampments the
other day brought out the following . .

One fine Catholic soldier who en-
deared himself not only to the boys
of his regiment but to many civilians
as well—especially to those at the
Columbus Welfare Building—had just
attended the 6:30 Mass at Hickam
Field with several hundred other boys
on the morning of December 7th, He
had received Holy Communion a+ sL.
Mass, and without breakfast, was pre-
paring the altar for the 8:30 Mass
when three bombs in succession struck
the building. In five minutes time the
structure was leveled to the ground.
And this grand Knight of the Altar
who stood his ground with the Lord
in His own house was found afterwards
by Father Ed Sliney, the post Chaplain,
lying right in front of the spot where
the altar had been . . . his thanksgiv-
ing after Holy Communion at an altar
here below . . . interrupted . . . is
being continued alongside the throne
within the Great White Gates where
belief in things unseen gives way to

| vision . . . dear good Joe Nelles has
3 gone to God in Heaven.
‘ e —— —_——

#

Another young soldier from Hickam
Field, Joe Silva, who may be cited
for bravery under fire, saw three
gasoline trucks in the midst of falling
bombs. Without considering his own
safety, he and two other soldiers rushed
to the trucks, despite the fact that
many planes were still overhead releas-
ing their bombs, grabbed the controls
and got the loaded gas tanks to safety
before a bomb could strike them and
ignite the whole of the flying field.
Then amid plenty of machine gun bul-
let strafing, he kept the hospital sup-
plied with water from the swimming
pool after the mains had broken. Joe
smiled in relating it and thought it
nothing.

R

At a second post, the chaplain Father
John Connelly was just starting Mass
with 400 boys in attendance. As he
recited the “Introibo ad altare Dei”
the first bombing started although
none realized that it was war and all
remained in their pews. At the Gospel
the explosions increased.

While composing his sermon the
night before, the chaplain had pre-
pared his boys, unconsciously but pro-
phetically, for this very day’s war. As

(Continued on Page 3)

T hursday, January 15, 1942

| Views From Diamond Head

(Continued from page 1)

the theme of his sermon, Father Con-
nelly had chosen these words: “The
Right Way to Die.” He related a war
story . . . a true one of the last world
war . . . a regiment of dough-boys
being sent into a sector that was being
heavily shelled. They were seasoned
troops. They knew what was ahead.
As they went to battle they passed a
wayside shrine so frequently found in
France. It was the Pieta—the statue
of the Blessed Virgin with the dead
Christ just taken down from the cross
in her arms. Every dough-boy saw it
as he passed to take his battle position.
Each whispered a prayer for success
and safety in the encounter. The boys
went in and held their sector. Not all
came out. But those who did, made
their way back through the shell-holes
over the same road. -

They came to the Pieta. It was still
standing, thank God! They looked
closer. In the arms of Mary they saw,
not the body of Jesus—that had been
blown away by the shells—but resting
there in almost the exact position as
the body of Christ, was one of their
own buddies, a young American sol-
dier, killed in action, and by some
strange accident, blown into the arms
of the Mother of God. “That’s the
right way to end—right in the arms of
the Blessed Mother,” said the other
dough-boys.

“That’s the way to end,” repeated
the chaplain as he finished his sermon
to the boys of Fort Shafter in the new
world war that morning of the 7th
without knowing that the war had
started. :

Attending Mass at this chapel were
Lt. Col. Griffin, Captain Diestal, Lt.
Carnahan and his wife, Lt. Keogh and
other officers . . . none believing that
any nation would attack another na-
tion without warning. Informed quietly
of the attack towards the end of Mass,
they immediately left for the firing
line. They had served their God. Now
their country.

" " "
/ The supreme sacrifice was made by

another Catholic boy with the same
sweet patience he had always mani-
fested in life. His name is George
Gannam; he was not only a fine Cath-
olic but a loyal member of the Holy
Name Society as well.

Badly wounded by shrapnel, George
was brought to the Army Hospital

early Sunday morning, December 7th.
Passing quickly up and down the Hos-
pital wards, Father Connelly gave the
last sacraments to the more seriously
wounded.

George at last saw him and smiled.
“Father, hear my confession. I re-
ceived Holy Communion this morning
at Mass. But I want to go to Confes-
sion and Communion again for the last
time. I haven’t long to live.”

Although pale, his face hadn’t a
scratch. He looked well and uninjured.
A blanket covered him from the waist
down. . 3

“Just a few minutes and I'll be
back,” replied the chaplain.

“There are other boys worse than
you, George. You've been a fine
Catholic. I'll be back as soon as I can.”

“Okay, Father! Just as long as I
know you are around.”

A few minutes later, Father Con-
nelly passed his way again. Gannam
smiled and called him.

“There are a few more to anoint,
George. Then I'll be back to you.”
Another smile—sweetly and resignedly.

Finally about 15 minutes later, he
did come back. “A little lull, George.
Now I'll take care of you.” He heard
his_confession, gave him Extreme Unc-
tion and Holy Viaticum.

“How are you feeling now, George?”

“Not bad, Father,” as he smiled..

Father Connelly then lifted the
blanket and saw that the lower part
of his body had been almost entirely
shot away.

The heroic lad was much worse than
most of the others, yet he didn’t com-
plain. The chaplain went with him to
the operating room. George’s only
worry now was about his mother back
on the mainland. He was anxious to
see that she got his money. “Write my
mother, Father. Send her this watch
and wallet and give her my love.” He
died soon afterwards.

Your boy died a long way from
home, Mother. But he died the death
of a double hero—a hero of God and
a hero of his country. This will be
your greatest consolation in the long
days to come without him. J

T

God is so faithful to His servants
that He will never permit to be de-
ceived by the devil one who desires
to please Him, and to devote his life
to His honor and glory.




BY DIRECT WIRE FROM
CLASS OF SERVICE

This is a full-rate
Telegram or Cable-

gram unless its de-
erred character is in-
dicated by a suitable
symbol above or pre-
ceding the address.

NEWCOMB CARLTON
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

EEEEEEEEE

mwA..W]ESTERN
UNION

J. C. WILLEVER
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

SYMBOLS

DL =Day Letter

NT =Overnight Telegram

LC=Deferred Cable

NLT =Cable Night Letter

B Ship Radiogram -

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination

voe VH7 12=MANCHESTER NHAMP DEC 12 646P
MR AND MRS KARAM G GANNAM=
53 AND HOPKINS STS=

‘OUR HEARTS ARE WITH YOU AT THE LOSS OF YOUR HERO SON=

SAHEAD AND SHADAN

M{g/' ;
] Ystmsd F

ATTALLA AND FAMILY.

Charge to the account of.
/J_CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED
[ comestic CABLE
TELEGRAM ORDINARY

DAY URGENT
LETTER RATE

SERIAL DEFERRED
NIGHT NIGHT

Patrons should check class of service
NEwcCcoOoMB CARLTON

tr-n-mnMunhlqnmor
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

o N\ __odmyeblegam. ~  Cooinent

WESTERN ™
e UNION

J. C. WILLEVER
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

CHECK N

ACCOUNTING INFORMATION

TIME FILED

Send the falloni hiort #n the terms an hack hereaf. which are herebu aoreed to

»VHS 29=SAVANNAH GA DEC 11 1008A
MR & MRS KAROW GANNOM=
53 & HOPKINS ST='

THE SAVANNAH OFF ICE OF THE

NAT IONAL LIFE AND ACCIDENT

INSURANCE

COMPANY WISHES TO EXPRESS ITS HEARTFELT SYMPATHY TO YOU AND
YOUR FAMILY IN THIS HOUR OF YOUR TRAGIC BEREAVEMENT=

‘SAVANNAH SHIELD FORCE.1109A..

A C



CLASS OF SERVICE

This is a full-rate
Telegram or Cable-
gram unless its de-
ferred character is in-
dicated by a suitable
symbol above or pre-
ceding the address.

»1019A,

BY DIRECT WIRE FROM

WESTERN -
UNION

NEWCOMB CARLTON
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

R. B. WHITE
PRESIDENT

J. C. WILLEVER
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

SYMBOLS

DL =Day Letter

NT= O_Vemight Telegram

LC=Deferred Cable

NLT =Cable Night Letter

\ Ship Radiogram A

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination

» ¥YH8 10=}

VASHUA NHAMP DEC 12 816P

MR~AND MRS K GANEM=

53

EXTEND QEEPEST

CLASS OF SERVICE

This is a full-rate
Telegram or Cable-
gram unless its de.
erred character is in-
dicated by a suitable
symbol above or pre-
ceding the address.

1

ARND HOPKINS STS=

SYMPATHY

:"g
-0

MRS

BY DIRECT WIRE FROM

WESTERN
UNION

NEWCOMB CARLTON
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

1223
O 1 ’3A L

R. B. WHITE
PRESIDENT

J. €. WILLEVER
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

RICHARD MAROON AND F

IN THE DEATH OF YOUR SON GEORGE=

SYMBOLS

‘DL=Day Letter

NT =Overnight Telegram

LC=Deferred Cable

NLT =Cable Night Letter

Ship Radiogram

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and dav letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination

VHE 12=pA
MR AND

‘OUR S IN

MRS

\CERE SYMPATHY TO

NCHESTER NHAMP DEC 12 812P]
KARAM G GANNAM=

HOPK INS

‘MR AND MRS HABIB SOLOMO N¢

OU AT THE LOSS OF YOUR

BELOVED SON=



CLASS OF SERVICE

This is a full-rate

BY DIRECT WIRE FROM

SYMBOLS

DL =Day Letter

WESTERN ~
UNION

NEWCOMB CARLTON
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

Telegram or .Cable-
ram unless its de-

erred character is in- 7 75 4 A
3 7

NT =Overnight Telegram
LC=Deferred Cable

dicated by a suitable”
symbol above or pre-
ceding the address.

NLT =Cable Night Letter

\ Ship Radiogram

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination

VH9 80 NT 9 EXTRA=CINCINNATI OHIL DEC 23
MR & MRS KARM GANMAN=
46TH & HOPKINS ST SAVANNAH GA=

J. C. WILLEVER

R. B. WHITE
PRESIDENT

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

:ACCEPT OUR DEEP SYMPATHY AND CONDOLENCE IN THE IRREPARABLE LOSS?

OF YOUR BELOVED SERGENT GEORGE WHO FELL IN THE DEFENSE OF
LIBERTY LOVING AMERICAN MAY THIS EVERLAST ING MEMORY PROVE OUR

:QUR LOYALTY TO THE COUNTRYWHO CLOSE TO LIVE AND DIE FOR ITS
CAUSEw IN THE FAMILIAR WORDS WHICH OUR RELATIONSHIP WARRANTS

WE WISH TO INFORM YOU THAT WE ARE FROM THE CLAN OF ABISAMRA THE
HERO OF LEBANANe« YOUR IN SYMPATHY= ‘

SGT« JOHN GAIM PR

GEORGE GAIM 3
JOSEPH GAIM PR MITCHELL GANIMs

BY DIRECT WIRE FROM

WESTERN -
UNION =

NEWCOMB CARLTON
The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination

SYMBOLS

DL =Day Letter

CLASS OF SERVICE

This is a full-rate
Telegram or Cable-

9774'

NT =Overnight Telegram

ram unless its de-
erred character is in-
dicated by a suitable
symbol above or pre-
ceding the address.

LC=Deferred Cable

J. C. WILLEVER

RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR VICE-PRESIDENT

LVH2 23 ThNe==23 NT=VR MIAMI FLO DEC 11!
MR AND MRS K A GONAM AND FAMILY=
=53 AM HOPK INS 8T=

GREATLY SHOCKED AT THE SAD
ALL MY LOVE AND SYMPATHY GOES

I A A "‘.""; P ".a"r? Y B E S

NEWS FOR | HAVE LOST
FRIE 1D T

0 YQu=

‘M D STONE JR.



BY DIRECT WIRE FROM
B R s\

T s b W E S T E R N b 5
This is a full-rate DL=Day L
Telegram or Cable- 2 9 7 7A ay Letter

NT =Opvernight Telegram

ram unless its de-

erred character is in-
dicated by a suitable . R G
symbol above or pre- NLT =Cable Night Letter

ceding the address.
R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER Ship Radi
PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT L—E—ﬁ‘m_r

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination

,+VH3 DH=SAVANNAH GA DEC 12
MR AND MRS A K GANNAM AND FAMILY=
WEST 53 ST SAVANNAH GAs

:ALTHOUGH | MET GEORGE BUT ONCE | FEEL THAT | HAVE LOST
A FRIEND MY HEARTFELT SYMPATHY TO ALL=

‘HERBERT BULER.

CLASS OF SERVICE

BY DIRECT WIRE FROM —
SYMBOLS
This is a full -rate

N x 7 E 1223

DL =Day Letter
Telegraml i NT =Overnight Telegram
ram unless 1ts
%erred character 1 O 1 5 A D E C 1 4 - 3 LC =Deferred Cable
dicated by a suitauic T
symbol above or pre- NLT =Cable Night Letter

ceding the address. R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER S Radiogrsm
PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination

VH7 9 NT=MANCHESTER NHAMP DEC 153
MR AND MRS KARAM G GANNAM=
:5% AND HOPKINS ST=

\

HAVE LEARNED OF GEORGES DEATH. ACCEPT

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY=

SHEKRALLA DAGHIR AND FAMILY.



WAR DEPARTMENT

Ce O., 17th Air Base Squadron

_f’ Wheeler Field, T. H.

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

e SN —— -

b}
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, $300
Mrs Annie K. Gannam {

53rd & Hopkins Street

Savannah, Georgia

WAR DEPARTMENT PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO A\
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL w
WASHINGTON, D. C. P e PP
OFFICIAL BUSINESS ,_'\—/\_/:\\/—/_I
;
f
Mrs, anrie K. Gannam, }

53rd ¢

Hopkins Street, \
Savannah, Georgia,

J —

{
:l
|
l
i
i

WAR DEPARTMENT
CO AAB
APO 959

%Postmaster
i 5

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

e el el gt s R

;rw g

e e v
A et > s A

|
[
2

FPENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AVOID

T OF POSTAGE, $300
ST ¥ i
> Ao Ja— — <

[Sogrgo)  —

L~ 9-AM 2
& Toult R S ».
N Y - A,
7 i —— i

Mrs George K. Gannam

53rd & Hopkins Street

Savannah, Georgia

R




‘L-._ —

53rd & Hopkins Streets
Savannah, Georgia
June 14, 1942

Lieutenant D, E, Mansfield
Lst Lieut., Air Corps, Commending

. -17%h m'mgqmron

Wheeler Field, T. H.
Dear Lieutenent Mansfield:

Please accept our thanks for eending us the doeu-
ment from the War Department plecing our brother
George Gannam on the Waiting list for appointment to
Army Aviation Cadet. We oherish this letter and will
put this amomg all his other papers which marked his
progress in the Air « “I% is needless to say
he dedicated himself 0 getting this eppointment so
that he could get the necessary training for a com-
mission.

#We only hoped that he served you well while he
was with you and wish thot he could have served his
country more when it necded him most,

" Your kind remarks about him were a source of
comfort to us.

Yours very truly,

A. K, Gannam

AG/8



17TH ATIR BASE SQUADRON
18th Air Base Group (Reinforced)
_ heeler Field, T. H.
S 7 February 1942

Dear Mrs, Gannam,

You may have for your safekeeping the inclosed letter from
the Chief of the Air Corps, placing your son on the eligible list for appoint-
ment as an Aviation Cadet. Staff Sergeant Gannam was one of our finest sold-
iers and raedio operators, well-liked by all, and it is further example of the
fine potentialities George had as an American soldier, that he so successfully
qualified himself to become an Aviation Cadet.

That his budding career was so prematurely ended is a great
sorrow. But we look forward to the future, knowing that he died for our
country, and knowing too, that he would want us to look forward.

With heartfelt sympathy, I remain

Sincerely yours,

DEAN E.” MANSF
1st Lieut., Aj
Commanding

Mrs. Annie K. Gannam

53rd & Hopkins Street

Savannzh, Georgia



ADDRESS REPLY TO <1-B)
CHIEF OF THE AIR CORPS
WAR DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON, D. C.

WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF THE AIR CORPS

WASHINGTON November 22, 1941,

' SUBJECT: Army Aviation Cadet Appointment

JHOE Commanding Officer,

17th Air Base Squadron,
Wheeler Field, T,.H,

il As a result of his recent examination the following named
enlisted man, your station, has been found qualified for appointment as
an Army Aviation Cadet, and his name has been placed on the eligible
list with a view to his assignment to the first available class:

Sergeant George Karan Gannam, A,C,,#6926173

24 Necessary orders for his assignment to school for training
will be requested by this office from The Adjutant General at the proper
time.

o It is requested he be so advised and that he be directed
to report to this office any change in his organization or station in
order that his appointment as an Aviation Cadet may be accomplished at
the proper time.

For the Chief of the Air Corps:

4

Captain, Air Corps,
Asst. Chief, Military Personnel Division.

Inecl, -1

W-5020, A.C,
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WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL,
WASHINGTON

INREPLY REFER TOo _SPQYQ 293

Gannam, George K, (6926173)

July 31, 1942,

Mrs, Annie g, Gannem,
53rd & Hopkins Street,
Savannah, Georgia,

Dear Mrs, Gannam,

Staff Sergeant George K, Gannam, were interred in the Post
Ceme tery, Schofield Barracks, «He, in Plot 3, Row S, Grave 75,
on December 9, 1941,

You may also have the assurance that his remaing were
reverently and properly interred, and that +he grave has been
50 marked and recorded, as to insure as far as igs human1y possible,
the preservation of identity, in order that the remeins of your
son may be, if possible, disinterred ang returned to the United
States for fina) burial after the cessation of hostilities, gL
so desired by the legal next of kin,

For The Quartermasgter General;

Very truly yours,

ég A. STOMMFL, Z

Special 4As sistant,



SEVENTEENTH BASE HQ & AIR BASE SQUADRON
18TH SERVICE GROUP

8 Uctober 1942

Dear lirs Gannam,

Inclosed are several copies of an old snap-shot of your son, Staff Sergeant
George K. Gannam. The pictures were taken 21 June 1941, when the Scguadron was
holding a Luau near an Army Air Base. The pictures were made from a negative that
belongs to one of his friends, Staff Sergeant liichael Twardowsky and were printed
by another of his friends, Staff Sergeant Francis F. Fulton. The soldier in the
picture with George is Sergeant Rudolph R. Patrovich, whose hcme is at 960 E -
170th Street, New York City.

Since you may not have a copy, it is believed that these will be of interest
to you and your family.

Sincerely yours,

o

DEAN E+-—JANSFIELD
Captain Army/Air Force
Commanding

lMirs George K. Gannam
53rd and Hopkins Street
Savannah, Georgia

6 Inclosures - Snapshots



53rd & Hopkins Streets
Savannah, Georgila
November 5, 1942

Capt. Dean E, Mansfield
CO AAB
APO 959
C/0 Postmaster
~ San ieciseo, Calif.

Dear Capt. Mansfield:

Your recent letter with the six snap-shots of
our brother George inclosed got %o us alright. Ve
were glad to hear from you and sant to thank you for
the snap-shots because we haven't any like them, ITf
Staff Sergeant Francis . Fulton eand Steff Sergeant
Michael Twardo'shy are still in with you, plezse
thank them for us for thinking enough about us to
send us the prints. The resemblance to George is
close and we will place them in the book with all his
other pictures which came through with his effects.

#ith kindest persénal regerds and hoping that
Vietory will be ours soon, 1 am

Sincerely yours,

A, K¢ Gannam
(For Mrs. K. Ganoam)



HEADQUARTERS SCHOFIELD BARRACKS
TERRITORY OF HAWAII

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER

December 31, 1941

My deer Mrs Gannam:

At siich a sad time, it is not possible to find
words of comfort, but I think it does help to know someone
is thinking of us and longing to comfort us.

My husband, Colonel Wilson, is in command of
Schofield Barracks where all our Army boys were laid to rest
after the attack on December 7th, I have tried to think of
some way we could express our sympathy.

On Christmas Eve which is also my Birthday,
Colonel Wilson ordered Antheriums for my gift., These we
took out to the cemetery.

Today, with Chaplain Harkey, we also put many
vases of the same beautiful Hawaiian flowers where our
heroes rest,

On New Years Day, Chaplain Harkey with his
Chaplains of all faiths will hold services of prayer there,
and we shall bow our heads with a prayer that comfort may
come to you,.

With our deepest sympathy, I am

Yours sincerely,

@9/ \dp ., "im (ks



GEORGE M. BARAKAT
60 STATE STREET
BOSTON, MASS.
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SYRIAN AND l!E].'iANESE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF THE EASTERN STATES

Sixty State Street Boston, Massachusetts Tel. Cal:)itol 9679

Executive Secretary
James M. Ansara

OFFICERS FOR 1941-1942

President

George M. Barakat, Esq.
Boston, Mass.

Sec.-Gen. Degember 25, 1941
Shukry E. Khoury, Esq.
Boston, Mass.

Arabic Sec.

Samuel Attaya
Boston, Mass.

Giaiae Mr. and Mrs. Egram K, Gannam
Joseph M. Koury Fifty -third and HOpkinS Streets
Torrington, Conn. .

Savannah, Gae

State Vice-Pres.
Connecticut

Joseph Saleh My dear Mr, and MMrs. Gannam :
New Haven, Conn.
District of Columbia

s e, It was so good of you to respond so promptly to

Massachusetts my reguest for the photographs. They arriwed safely
Sosmo M. Ansara, Bsa.this morning and we shall be very happy #nd proud to
New Hampsmire  include them in our next issue of the Federation Herald

o g arelie . woieh will go to print the firs t of the week.

New York
Foetatigier N I would like toomhke pmother reguest. 1 ieve that
o s a letter from you stating that you are proudasyeur son

~ New Kensington, Pa. gave his 1life in defense of his country and the freedom end

oy By liberty which you have been  prijvileged fo eﬂoy in this
Eéw?u%i?cfdﬁ. I new homeland of ybls_rs r W“F“V@ m"d}

Board of Directors

Pt A letter like the the one I suggest woyld find its way

Greensburg, Pa.

Bdward B. Karam to the American people whén we publish it and will do our

Pittsfield, Mass.

Elias Mallouk people a great deal of good in this country.
Troy, N. ¥. - -

h S. 8 . . 3 s ]
i Mg o I n addition I would like the names of the family
B so that I can put them under the picture. Give them to

Advisory Council me from left to rigt d&s they appear in the picture.
Dr. Philip K. Hitti, .

Chairman m 3 L e
Princeton, N. J. Thanking you again for you cooperation and praying

ik o that you might find comfort in these Holidays that will
~Dr Taft A Antoun  help to meke you forget your sorrow. I remain A
Elias J. Audi

Brooklyn, N. Y.

=~ George A. Ferris, Esq. cerely yours
New York City VW
Charles N. Haddad -
Scranton, Pa. ¥

i . Had - a
New Fort Gieg™d George M, Barakst, Pres.

Michael Koury

Torrington, C X ¢ = R
Blik Mahadeen Syrian and Lebenese American Fed. of the Egstern
Jersey City, N. J. States.

= Michel N. Maloof
Wilmington, Del.
Mrs. Elias Malouf
Jamaica Plain, Mass.
Faris S. Malouf, Esq.
Boston, Mass.

= Col. Massoud Samaha
Washington, D. C.
Theodora Scoff \
Roslindale, Mass.

= Dr. F. I. Shatara
Brooklyn, N. Y.
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53rd = 'lopkins Ste.
3=ven ah, Georgia
Dec mber 20, 1941

George M. cerakat, “squire
Sixty S5trte Stre .t '
Bosto:, ‘assachusetts

Dear Mr. Barakat:

e ac&goaledée #ith greteful a9§~eoiatian your
comforting words in the hour of our greif. Sut for
the words of freinds, it wou'd have been much harder
to hear. . '

Though his desnti <as such & shock to everyone
#ho knew hi~, we et home are proud of "im for the way

. he chose,

~

” #e eppreciate the tribute that you intend pay-
ing him in the next issue of the Federation “erald.
You wiil receive thro.gh the mail +hat pietures which
ere aveilable right now. The larce pieture of CGeorge
is one "teken of im when e wis & cedel et Denedictine
vilitéry Acedemy ere at Savaniahe ' ‘
Respe:tfully yours

A, K, CGan am

G/g s




SYRIAN AND LEBANESE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF THE EASTERN STATES

Sixty State Bérect Boston, Massaclmsetts Tel. CaPitol 9679

Executive Secretary
James M. Ansara

OFFICERS FOR 1941-1942

President

George M. Barakat, Esq.
Boston, Mass.

Neoitiom: : December 16, 1941
Shukry BE. Khoury, Esq.
Boston, Mass.

Arabic Sec. ; '
1s3arnuel Attaya Mr. and Mrs, Karam K, Gannam
oston, Mass. 2 * F I s
e Fifty-third and Hopkins Streets
T
Joseph M. Koury S-avannah, Gae
Torrington, Conn.
State Vice-Pres. 7 il M M 3 .
Connecticut ‘my aear lire 8nd l\AI’S. G&mam g
Joseph Saleh
e ik At this hour of your deepest sorrow, I &m afraid
PR iiarsagee s, that there is nothing that anyone can say or do that
Washington, D. C. o3 } r for a1 : +1 1
ks icn e will help you to for get the great loss that you both

Cosmo M. Ansara, Bsq. 1aVe sustained on that fateful morning of December 7th.

Springfield, Mass. of
New Hampshire & . %
John J. Freije But I know that both,you must be proud that death
Manchester, N. H. - ol i T S . s * 3 i Ve
Narw - Farhe came to him while in action"in the defense of his be-
J G A 1
P%?xlg?lslkeepsibe?olg. N loved GOUﬂtI‘yo !
Pennsylvania
Dr. M. E. F rics Svri ban ai t }
o We Americens of Syrian anc} Lebanese ancestry sna}l
Rhode Island always treasure the memory of that gallant soldier, Staff
o Mo B Sergeent, George K. Gannam, who was the first to saecrifice
Bl i) nis life in order that wecmight continue to enjoy the
Victoria Joseph blessings of freedom and liberty in this new homeland of
reensburg, a.
Edward B. Karam ours.

Pittsfield, Mass.
Elias Mallouk . —
Troy, N. Y. : Very sincerely yours, y,
Joseph 8. Sado, Esq. / \) y /
Washington, D. C. oy TR ,/)/M 'ﬂ”*ﬂ/}/h/ﬂ‘ﬂ//
Jack Wakin == . . E
Br?dgep%rtl, Conn. G’ o l Bar kaJ_ fr‘esident
- i
Advisory Council e ge ¥ a v 3
Dr. Philip K. Hitti,
B 5 T Syrian and Lebanese American Federation
Dr. F. M. Al Akl ol the Eastern States
Brooklyn, N. Y.
Dr. Taft A. Antoun :

e e . P.S. I wwould appreciate your sending me by return mail
Brooklyn, N. ¥, a picture of your late son to-gether with a picture of
New Yotk Gty * ™% yourselves and your other boy who is in the Navy. I would
e i lite to publish them in our next issime of the Federation
Mitohel T Hadad Herald which will come out in another weeks L am sending
Michael Koury you a sample copye.

Torrington, Conn. |
Elik Mahadeen
Jersey City, N. J.
Michel N. Maloof
Wilmington, Del.
Mrs. Elias Malouf
Jamaica Plain, Mass.
Faris 8. Malouf, Esq.
Boston, Mass.

Col. Massoud Samaha
Washington, D. C.
Theodora Scoff
Roslindale, Mass.
- Dr. B, I, Shatard
Brooklyn, N. Y.



Sdérd & Hopkins Streets
Savannzh, Ceorgia
February 1, 1942

T i -

George i, Barskat, L®ouire
80 State Streot

. Boston, Massachusetts

Deear ir, Barakat:

You have p:id our brother a glosing tribute
befit & gullant soldier., I assure you it will al-
ways live in our memories :nd we are deeply crate-
ful to you.

As for him, we ;;e proud of hime-proud of him
for +shat he sas and proud of him for the way he went,
laying do+n his life for nhis country and for the
cause of Liberty, Freedom and Justice shich are &
symbol of this new homeland of our fathers.

Je knov that his comrades who fought with him
#ill earry on %o victory. They +ill not feil him,
They must not feil for demg : | @ako .and for the
sake of those who aid the supreme sacrifice toies.

medl done., .ay God guide them and pro
from the en my. Let us 2ll predge ourselves %0 the
issue and see it through reg rdless of the price or
saoritiaa.

bhen

Respectfully yours,

¥ iAe Ke Gannam

_ AKG

P.S., 7e hope the pfotures ‘e sent have served you
well, FPleese, just as soon &8s you have used them,
return them to us. They are all e have and we
cherish them, : '
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