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INTRODUCTION

The Benjamin Van Clark Neighborhood as it has been considered in
this work is bounded on the north by Wheaton Sireet, on the east by
Bee Road, on the south by Anderson Street, and on the west by
Harmon Street. These boundaries incorporate much of what used to
be the suburban neighborhoods of Collinsville, the Meadows, and
Eastville. It has a unique history greatly impacted by the introduction of
mass transportation in the late 19t century, and by the desegregation
of Savannah and subsequent segregation of the neighborhood during
the mid-20t century. As Benjamin Van Clark Neighborhood enters the
215t century, a new period of revitalization, spearheaded by the City of

Savannah and the Housing Authority of Savannah, has already begun.

In addition, the areas immediately north of Wheaton Street, including
Wagner Heights and present-day Blackshear Homes, have been
included. These small pockets of communities are isolated by the
topography of the land and man-made structures. Though their history
varies greatly from that of the streetcar suburbs, they share the

common commercial cormridor of Wheaton Street.
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Chapter |1

BEFORE DEVELOPMENT

The Colony of Georgia and the Town of Savannah were established
in 1733 when General James Edward Oglethorpe and a group of
colonists, sailing from England, landed on the bluff above the
Savannah River. One of Oglethorpe’s first tasks was to lay out the

new settlement.
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Figure 1 Plan of Savannah & Vicinity, 1735
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! “Urlsperger Map,” (1735), MS 1018 Waring Map Collection, Vol. 1, Plate 7, GHS.



The original plan of the City of Savannah accommodated a system
of wards, consisting of building lots and central squares surrounded
by a town common on the east, west and south. Beyond the
common were garden lofs, and then large farm lots. In the original
system, a colonist was granted a town lot for their home, and a

garden lot and farm lot for their subsistence.?
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Figure 2 Plan of Savannah showing Garden & Farm Lots, c1800°

? “Plan of the City Savannah and Fortifications,” (c.1757), MS 1018 Waring Map Collection, Vol. 1,
Plate 20, GHS.

? John McKinnon, “City of Savannah,” (c1800), MS 1018 Waring Map Collection, Vol. 2, Plate 4,
GHS.



Prior to use by the colonists, Wheaton Street was an Indian trail. It is
the oldest street within present day Benjamin Van Clark
Neighborhood and follows its own path, not restricted by the

perpendicular lines of mass subdivision.4

[ 0

Figure 3 Wheaton Street, to Thunderbolt & Skidaway, 1805°

* Charles J. Elmore, "Progress Report: The Ben Van Clark Neighborhood Initiative," (28 May 2003),
1,DCA

* “City of Savannah,” (1805), MS 1018 Waring Map Collection, Vol. 2, Plate 10, GHS.



The importance of Wheaton Street in the history of Savannah was
stressed in 1952 when its very existence as a route was threatened
by construction of the new Fred Wessels public housing project. In a
letter to the Savannah and Chatham County Historic Sites &
Monument Committee, Dr. Antonio J. Waring, Jr. outlined its value,
“Indian Street, Wheaton Street and Skidaway Road were all that
remained of the main Indian path leading [to] the south bank of

[the] Savannah River and giving access to the sea islands."¢

The western end of Wheaton Street, near Liberty, was originally part
of the town common. Lands south and east of Wheaton were farm
lots. A map of the farm lots around 1800 indicates that much of the
farm lots within Jekyll Tything, and what would make up a large part

of the neighborhood, were held by men named Russell and Wylly.7

Almost eighty years after the settlement of Savannah, the farm lands
east of the town were still undeveloped. In an 1812 map of the
area, the land is open and swampy in several areas. Only a
sprinkling of names and homes appear on the map, one of which
was Water's for whom Waters Avenue was most likely named. As
the city grew and the population bloomed, the town slowly moved
into the fown common lands, continuing the system of wards and

squares until about 1854.8

¢ Charles J. Elmore, “Historical Analysis and Summary of the Ben Van Clark Neighborhood Project,”
(Jun 2003), 1, DCA

7 “Map of Savannah,” (c.1800), MS 1018 Waring Map Collection, Vol. 2, Plate 4, GHS.

* Thomas Gamble, Jr., A History of the City Government of Savannah, Georgia, from 1790 to 1901,
(Savannah: Savannah City Council, 1900), 29; “City of Savannah,” (1812), MS 1018 Waring Map
Collection, Vol. 2, Plate 12, GHS.



In 1838, the city limits were extended on the east as far as Paulsen
Street. These limits took in the land purchased around 1847 by the
Savannah & Albany Railway, including Farm Lots 3 and 4, Derby
Ward, Tyrconnel Tything. The vyards included a depot and
roundhouse facilities built during the mid-19t century. Around the
railroad yards, clusters of small, wooden laborers’ housing sprang up,
first along East Broad Street, and then further to the east. This small
neighborhood was always mixed, ethnically and racially, with
immigrants, working-class whites and African-American laborers
living side by side. In 1854, the City of Savannah extended its
boundary on the southeast to incorporate all of the land east to
Waters Avenue and south to Anderson Street, suggesting that
enough development had occurred within these bounds to warrant

a change of the city map.?

’ Gamble, 29; "National Endowment for the Humanities Grant," 9, DCA; “Eastside National Register
Nomination,” 5, MPC; J. W. Howard, "Map of the City of Savannah, Georgia, 1906, City
Boundaries,” MS 5600EN-90 City of Savannah Engineering Department Records, Vol. 1, GHS.
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Flgure 4 Savannah's Extended Elty Limits into Garden Lots, 1840%°

An 1868 map of Savannah indicated that lands east of the Atlantic &
Gulf Railroad (this property fell under several different names over the
following century) were still primarily maintained as large tracts by
single owners. Lands east of Waters Avenue (labeled Waters Road at
this fime), what had originally been Farm Lots in Jekyll Tything were now
held by N. Geil, Brooker, and Meinhard. The areas along the northern

edge, of Wheaton Street going east out of town (previously Garden

' C. Stephens, “Map of the City of Savannah with the Extended Limits,” (1840), MS 1018 Waring
Map Collection, Vol. 2, Plate 23, GHS.



Lots #79/80, 93/94, 107/108, etc.), were owned by Reeves, Riordan,

Spears, and Werms.!!

B AN
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Figure 5 Large Property Owners & Low Lying Land, 1868"

By 1869, as the Savannah Morning News reported, the development of
the street railroads (discussed in  Chapter 2) had opened
communication between the northern and southern sections of
Savannah. This further encouraged new construction in what was

once open land. However, a canal system did not drain the eastern

" “Map of Savannah,” (c.1800), MS 1018 Waring Map Collection, Vol. 2, Plate 4, GHS; “Map of
Savannah,” (1868), MS 1018 Waring Map Collection, Vol. 2, Plate 30, GHS.

* “City of Savannah,” (1868), MS 1018 Waring Map Collection, Vol. 2, Plate 30, GHS.



area unfil 1876, prohibiting development of much of the land east of

East Broad Street.!3

The Sanborn Insurance Map & Publishing Company of New York, NY
prepared and published detailed maps of cities all over the United
States for use by insurance agents in determining rates and levels of fire
risk. The Sanborn Company produced several maps of the City of
Savannah over a period of almost one-hundred years. The first
available map of the city dates from 1884 and shows the downtown
area of Savannah from the Savannah River south to Liberty Street. On
the eastern boundary of town, the map shows only the nearest
commercial interests, including ’rhe Savannah, Florida & Western
Railway yards and several planning mills on the north side of Wheaton
Street. The map does not show the area now known as the Benjamin
Van Clark Neighborhood since it was still well outside of the city limits at

this fime.14

In 1885, the Savannah Morning News reported that the ". . . greatest
number of recent improvements in south and southeast section of the
city as that seemingly is the most desirable location . . ." indicating that
the city was already progressing towards the southeast, closer to the
curent western boundary of Benjamin Van Clark Neighborhood at

Harmon Street.!s

» Mary Morrison Ward Books: Southern Expansion (citation SMIN 20 Feb 1869 3:2), GHS; “Eastside
National Register Nomination,” 11, MPC.

" "Sanborn Insurance Maps of Savannah, Georgia, 1884," (New York: Sanborn Map & Publishing,
Company, Ltd., 1884), index map.

> Mary Morrison Ward Books: Southern Expansion (citation SMN 10 May 1885 8:3), GHS.



The 1888 Sanborn Insurance Map reveals even less about the area
than the 1884 version. In this map we see the large Savannah, Florida
& Western Railway yards extending from East Broad Sireet eastward

until the Bilbo Canal. Nothing east of the canal is shown. 16

e
S

......

Figure 6 Sanborn Insurance Map of Savannah, 1888'7

However, the local newspaper's September building report of 1888
indicated that building activity was about to bust out on all sides,

including in the southeast areas:

The city spreading out in all directions. . . . The City wants
room . . . the suburbs are building up and people are
moving out from the heart of the city to where they can
get more room. Room is what Savannah wants, and the

1* " Sanborn Insurance Maps of Savannah, Georgia, 1888," index map.
V7 "Sanborn Insurance Maps of Savannah, Georgia, 1888," index map.
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suburbs, where five years ago there was hardly a single

house, are dotted all over with comfortable homes.®
One map of the area, also dating from 1888, clearly shows that land in
the northern sections of Benjamin Van Clark Neighborhood, that falling
into Johnston and Kelly Wards, had already been subdivided to create
Eastville. Large fracts in the area were still owned by the Geil, Brooker,
Riordan, Spears, and Werms family, representing steady ownership of
the land before mass subdivision by J. S. Collins. Just south of Lovers
Lane (now Anderson Street), Eastland had been subdivided between

Waters and Ash streets.!?

Development would occur quickly in this area of Savannah, and by
the early 1900s Eastville, Collinsville, and the Meadows would all have

made their mark on the community.20

' Mary Morrison Ward Books: Southern Expansion (citation SMN Sep 1888), GHS.
1 “Map of Savannah,” (1888), MS 1018 Waring Map Collection, Vol. 2, Plate 35, GHS.
% “Map of Savannah,” (1900), MS 1018 Waring Map Collection, Vol. 3, Plate 41, GHS.

11
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Figure 7 Southeast Suburbs of Savannah, 1900%
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* “Map of Savannah,” (1900), MS 1018 Waring Map Collection, Vol. 3, Plate 41, GHS.
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Chapter 2
TRANSPORTATION

The combined development of real estate interests and public
transportation lines along the eastern boundaries of the City of
Savannah led to what we now recognize as the Benjamin Van Clark
Neighborhood. Before the introduction of the streetcar system in
Savannah, real estate development was confined to areas in close
proximity to businesses, churches, government and schools. With the
development of new technology, first the electric streetcars and then
widespread use of the automobile, people could afford to move
further out on the outskirts of town, while still being able to access the

services they needed within the city.

The man that would prove to be the foremost developer of the eastern
edges of town was Jacob S. Collin. Collins, like many prominent
businessmen at that time, had his hand in many businesses and
ventures, ranging from real estate and transportation interests to
banking establishments. During this period of immense growth for
Savannah, men like Collins influenced the development of one thing
to further promote their interests and investments in another area.
Today we can cite Collins for running a streetcar line out to what would
become Collinsvile and the Meadows on Savannah's eastside.
However, he was not trying to help people already in the outlying
areas, rather he was frying to draw people out there to invest in his

property holdings.

Collins real estate investment companies would join a long list of

ventures aimed at cashing in on the building boom and suburban

13



development of Savannah around 1890. J. S. Collins, J. Randolph
Anderson, W. K. Wilkinson, and others would join the ranks of the Home
Building Company, Chatham Real Estate, Southern Mutual, Title
Guarantee & Loan Company, Excelsior Loan & Savings Company,
German-American Loan & Building Company, Merchants &
Mechanics' Loan Association, Chatham Loan, and Workman's &

Trader's among many others.2

The interrelated nature of business relationships and commercial
interests at this time in Savannah's history can be confusing. What
seems like numerous businesses at first glance, often boils down fo real
estate, banking, and transportation interests and power in the control
of only a handful of businessmen. The following is an attempt to
present the companies and individuals who would play a part in the
development of this section of Savannah. Many of these men would
also be the first to build their own residences in Collinsville and the
Meadows. The information should not be considered complete; an
intensive investigation into the operations of the companies and their
parent companies is necessary to fully understand the intricacies of the

Savannah business community aft this time.

2 Mary Morrison Ward Books: Southern Expansion (citation SMN 1890), GHS.

14



INFLUENTIAL COMPANIES

Note: See following section on Influential Individuals for more information on the men

mentioned in conjunction with the following businesses.

REAL ESTATE VENTURES
Equitable Building & Loan Association

The Equitable Building and Loan Association was organized in 1887 with
J. S. Collins president, W. K. Wilkinson freasurer, and J. L. Whatley
secretary. Their first offices were located at 118 Bryan Streef. At the
second annual meeting, held in October 1888, Collins and Wilkinson
were re-elected and the Board of Directors included R. M. Hicks and

Hugh Logan.z
Home Seekers Mutual Loan Association

On Augu.§1L 21, 1890, S. W. Branch, G. A. Hudson, W. D. Dearing, J. S.
Collins, et. al. (and others) submitted a petition fo the Clerk of Superior
Court of Chatham County for the incorporation of a new loan
association. In October of that year, Judge Falligant granted the
charter with a capital stock of $15,000 and the priviege to increase
stock up to $50,000. The purpose of the association was to
accumulate money through monthly subscriptions which could then
be loaned to its own members for use in business enterprises and the

purchase of real estate.?4

# “Savannah City Directory, 1889,” (Savannah: The Morning News Print, 1889), 15; “Savannah
Newspaper Digests, 1888, (citation SMIN 4 Oct 1888 8:4), 40.

* “Savannah Newspaper Digests, 1890, (citation MN 22 Aug 1890 8:2, MN 19 Oct 1890 7:1-2).

15



By 1895, the organization, then known as the Home Seekers Mutual
Loan Association, had offices at 144 St. Julian Street and an authorized
capital of $500,000. J. S. Collins was not an active board member at

the time but W. K. Wilkinson was serving as freasurer.?
Savannah Real Estate, Loan & Building Company

Shortly before formation of the Home Seekers Mutual Loan Association,
the Savannah Real Estate, Loan & Building Company was also
incorporated with J. S. Collins serving as president. The Board of
Directors included many prominent members of Savannah society as
well as people whose names and influence can be seen within the
eastside communities, including Jacob Paulsen, Robert M. Hicks,
Thomas Nugent, W. D. Simkins, W. J. Lindsay, Hugh Logan, J. Randolph
Anderson, H. H. Hull, William W. Mackall, and secretary and treasurer W.

K. Wilkinson.2¢

We will shortly see how this company went on to develop Collinsville
and the Meadows. Even more important than its real estate dealings,
was the company’s expansion info the street railroad business. The
Chatham County Superior Court granted the company a charter on
July 3, 1890 which gave them the additional power to build, equip and
operate railroads and street railroads in the City of Savannah. This
move directly led to the organization of the Electric Raiway Company

by the same gentlemen (discussed later).?

% “Sayannah City Directory, 1895,” (Savannah: The Morning News Print, 1895) 40.

% " Another New Company," (MN 8 Jul 1890), 8:1; “Savannah City Directory, 1895,: (Savannah: The
Morning News Print, 1895) 40.

7 " Another One in the Field," (MN 4 Jul 1890), 8:1.
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POWER & ELECTRICITY
People's Electric Light & Power Company

The People’s Electric Light & Power Company was charted in January
of 1893 to establish an electric and power business. The company ran
the Electric Railway Company, already in operation for over one and
half years by this time, using the power plant to operate the electric
streetcars, as well as to provide power to area businesses. As with the
Electric Railway Company and the Savannah Real Estate, Loan &
Buiilding Company, the president was J. S. Collins. The first vice-
president was W. J. Lindsay, and the organizing Board of Directors
included Jacob Paulsen, H. Logan, H. H. Hull, Robert M. Hicks, W. K.
Wilkinson, W. F. McCauley, J. Randolph Anderson, W. D. Simkins,
Thomas Nugent and T. G. Reid.?®

Brush Electric Light & Power Company

W. K. Wilkinson would serve as secretary of this company in 1895, while
simultaneously sitting on the board of the People’s Electric Light &

Power Company.?

# “People’s Electric Light and Power Company,” (MIN 29 Jan 1893), adv 6:2-3.

2 «People’s Electric Light and Power Company,” (MN 29 Jan 1893), adv 6:2-3; (MN 1 Jan 1895), adv.
2:5.

17



BANKING INTERESTS
Oglethorpe Savings & Trust Company

The Oglethorpe Savings & Trust Company was organized in 1877 and
by 1921 when they published A Souvenir Booklet of Savannah . . ., the
close relationship between the company and the National Bank of
Savannah was clearly evident. The bookletf's purpose was promotional
to encourage potential homeowners o seek mortgages through the
two companies. Many of the directors were shared by both
companies, including Jacob S. Collins who served as president of both
concurrently.  Additional directors of the Oglethorpe Savings & Trust
Company included Jacob Paulsen, John R. Paulsen, Groverv C.

Paulsen, and J. E. Jaudon.®
National Bank of Savannah

The National Bank of Savannah was incorporated on October 31, 1885,
with J. S. Collins serving as one of the first directors. Collins had a long
history with this bank, continually on the board, joined by people such
as his vice-president at People's Electric Light & Power Company, W. J.
Lindsay in the 1890s. In 1921, the bank’s directors included Jacob S.
Collins, as president, and Jacob Paulsen, Robert M. Hicks, and Carl

Mendel. George H. Dieter was then serving as Assistant Cashier*!

3 «“Savannah City Directory, 1895,” (Savannah: The Morning News Print, 1895) 39; A Sonvenir
Booklet of Savannah, Georgia & Plan for Profitable Investment, (Savannah: Oglethorpe Savings &
Trust Company, 1921), Rare Books, GHS; “People’s Electric Light and Power Company,” (MN 29
Jan 1893), adv 6:2-3; (MN 11 Jan 1893), 8:5; (MN 9 Jan 1895), 3:1.

% “Savannah City Directory, 1895,” (Savannah: The Morning News Print, 1895) 39; A Sonvenir
Booklet of Savannab. . . .

18



Zapv Cotton Co.
ROBT. M. HICKS

Hicks Hulel

vy, Bro. & Ca. Cottori.
RTY JOHN E,

Insarance. Presicent Foy Lumber Co.

Figure 8 National Bank Officers, 1921%

Savannah Savings Bank

The Savannah Savings Bank was incorporated in 1891 with a capital
stock of $62,500. By 1895, W. K. Wilkinson was serving as president of
the bank.33

*2 A Souwvenir Booklet of Savannah . . . .

% “Savannah City Directory, 1895,” (Savannah: The Morning News Print, 1895) 39.
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INFLUENTIAL INDIVIDUALS
(alphabetical)
J. Randolph Anderson

Jefferson Randolph Anderson (1861-1950) was one of the most
prominent Savannah lawyers and civic leaders of the late 19 and
early 20t centuries. He was born in Savannah on September 4, 1861 fo
Col. Edward Clifford Anderson, Jr. and Jane Margaret Randolph. His
father served as commander of the Seventh Georgia Calvary of the
Confederate Army during the American Civil War. After a public
education in Savannah, the younger Anderson attended Hanover
Academy in Virginia from 1877 o 1879. He studied for two years af the
University of Goettingen in Germany, before graduating from the
University of Virginia in 1883, followed by a Bachelor of Law degree

from the same school in 1885.34

In 1885, he returned to Savannah and was admitted to the bar by
Judge Pratt Adams of the Superior Court. In 1890, he became junior
member of the firm of Charlfon & Mackall, which later became
Charlton, Mackall & Anderson. During the 1890s, Charlton & Mackall
served as legal representation for the Savannah Real Estate, Loan &
Building Company and for the Electric Railway Company. Between
1902 and 1908, when he partnered with Judge Cann, Anderson
represented the Seaboard Air Line Railway and several other large
corporations. His business responsibilities included serving as director of

the Aflantic Compress Company, the Savannah Bank & Trust

3 Biography File (BF): Anderson, GHS.

20



Company, the Savannah Electric & Power Company for over fifty-five
years, the Savannah Union Station Company, and the Chatham Real
Estate & Improvement Company. In the political arena, he served as
county representative (1905-1906, 1909-1910), vice-chaiman of the
rules committee, state senator from the First District, and he sponsored

the Georgia law which led to the state-wide child labor law.3%

Figure 9 Presentation of Service Award
Emblem to J. Randolph Anderson for 55
vears of service by Claude C. Curtis,
1947.%¢

In 1947, Anderson was awarded a 55-year service emblem and silver
bowl by President C. C. Curtis of the Savannah Electric & Power
Company (SEPCO). His involvement with SEPCO can be fraced back
to the 1890 incorporation of the Electric Railway Company, which was
eventually absorbed info what would become SEPCO in the early 20t

century.¥

Anderson died in 1950 after a year long illness at the age of eighty-

eight. At the time of his death he was an active partner in the law firm

% BF: Anderson, GHS; "His Fitness for the High Office, Mr. J. Randolph Anderson for President of
Georgia Senate,” (SEP 2 May 1913), BF: Anderson, GHS.

% VM 846 Wayne-Stites-Anderson Collection, Folder 3, Box 1, GHS.

%7 1. Randolph Anderson Honored by Power Co. for Length Service,” (SMIN 31 May 1947), BF:
Anderson, GHS.

21



of Anderson, Connerat, Dunn & Hunter, a firm he formed in 1208 with
Judge George T. Cann. Anderson was a practicing member of the
Savannah bar for over fifty years. His civic activities included serving as
president of both the Georgia Historical Society and the State
Commission for the erection of the Oglethorpe Monument in
Chippewa Square. An active member of Christ Episcopal Church, he
was a vesiryman, senior warden, and delegate to the convention of

the Protestant Episcopal Church.38

On November 27, 1895, Anderson married Anne Page Wilder (1873-
1956). Mrs. Anderson served as a board member for the Episcopal
Home for Girls located in the former home of Jacob S. Collins at 1010

East Duffy Street (see Chapter 3 for more on this orphanage).®

%% BF: Anderson, GHS.
% "Mrs. J. Randolph Anderson Dies After Long Illness,” (SEP 30 Jan. 1956). BF: Anderson, GHS.
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Jacob S. Collins

Jacob Samuel Collins was born on May 3,

1854 in Weedowie, Alabama. At a young
age he moved to Savannah where he
established a small produce stand in the City
Market building on Ellis Square. As his small
business grew, he opened a store on the
northeast corner of City Market and within a

few years took on a partner, John A. Henges.

Though Henges only remained with the firm of

R, OLLINA

e |

J. S. Collins & Company for two years, Collins

Figure 10 Jacob S. Collins  continued to prosper on his own branching
Obituary, 1925*°

out into the poultry business. Several changes

of location, including 138 (or 183) Congress

Street in the market district in 1888, brought

Collins' firm to Bay Street near City Hall.4!

By 1892, the firm was known as Collins-Grayson Company to reflect the
partnership between Collins and Wiliam L. Grayson (Collins married
Henrietta Belle Grayson, possibly Wiliam L.'s daughter or sister). The
business expanded to include fruit, hay and grain, with shipments of
fruit coming from Cuba and points in South America. In 1900, the

company moved to the southeast corner of East Broad and Liberty

“ “Tacob S. Collins Has Passed Away,” (SMIN 19 May 1925), 14:1-2.

“ "Tacob S. Collins Has Passed Away"; “Savannah Newspaper Digests, 1888,” (citation SMN 7 Jan
1888 adv 2:5; SMIN 27 May 1888 adv 2:5), 13, 290.
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streets, where they expanded into the candy business starting the

Savannah Candy Factory.#?

In addition to his successful grocery business, Collins was very active in
several banking and investment firms most notably Oglethorpe Savings
and Trust Company (organized 1877) and the National Bank of
Savannah (incorporated 1885), of which he served as president for
both. These two institutions had absorbed an earlier entity begun by

Collins, the Real Estate Bank.43

A Souvenir Booklet of Savannah . . . , published by the Oglethorpe
Savings & Trust Company in 1921 displayed even more of Collins'
business interests, with a picture of Collins Hotel and views of Collinsville.
Though the name Collinsville is largely forgotten today, at this time and
in this publication, the neighborhood was considered in the same
league as Chatham Crescent and Ardsley Park, Savannah's premiere
automobile suburbs of the early 20t century. In the booklet, Collins is

described as follows:

The President of these institutions has resided in Savannah

for nearly fifty years and is therefore familiar with local

real estate values and in a position to invest your surplus

funds, safely.*4 '
This institution's pleas to carry the homeowner's mortgage, hinted at
Collins real estate interests. He was one of the main organizers of the

Savannah Real Estate, Loan & Building Company which developed

* "Jacob S. Collins Has Passed Away"; “Savannah City Directory, 1895, (Savannah: The Morning
News Print, 1895) 177.

# "acob S. Collins Has Passed Away"; A Souvenir Booklet of Savannah ... . .

“ A Sowvenir Booklet of Savannab .. .
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the area that became known as Collinsville. His own home, on the
corner of Duffy and Ott streets, was one of the first built in the new
development. Prior to building on the eastside, the Collins family
resided on 2nd Avenue (later renamed) on the northwest corner of
Lincoln Street. On July 6, 1891, the Savannah Morning News
announced that Collins had sold his 2nd Street residence to P. J.
O'Conner, Esq., in order to build a new residence east of the city, near

the terminus of the Electric Railway Company's lines.*>

Figﬁré 11 Collins House, 1010 East Duffy Street, Collinsville, 1943*

Collins, a member and senior warden of St. Paul's Episcopal Church,
was also involved with the B.P.O. Elks, the DeKalb Lodge of Odd
Fellows, and the Zerubbabel Lodge of F. & A. Masons. At the age of
seventy-one, Collins died during his sleep. At 8:55pm on May 18, 1925,
at his current home on Bonaventure Road, he succumbed to a lengthy

illness. Collins' poor health had been reported in the paper prior to his

# "Tacob S. Collins Has Passed Away"; “Savannah City Directory, 1889,” (Savannah: The Morning
News Print, 1889) 161; “Savannah Newspaper Digests, 1891,” (citation SMN 6 Jul 1891 8:3).

% VM 1360, Box 4, Folder 18, ltem 08, GHS.
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death, indicating his prominence in the community af that time and
their interest in his condition. He left behind a widow, Mrs. Henrietta
_Belle Grayson Collins, one son, Walter M. Collins, and three daughters:
Mrs. J. E. Jaudon (whose husband was one of the directors of the
Oglethorpe Savings & Trust Company in 1921)47; Mrs. J. Saxton Wolfe;
and Mrs. J. M. McAndrews. Two of his sisters were still alive at the time
of his death, Mrs. Henrietta Henges and Mrs. Mary Evans, both of
Savannah. At the time of his death, the Savannah Morning News ran
an obituary that described Collins as "constructive." Finance and
business leaders at the fime noted his efforts towards progress through

his business and political activifies.*

Collins was laid to rest on May 20t, 1925 in Laurel Grove Cemetery. The
funeral was officiated by Rev. S. B. McGlohon of St. Paul's Episcopal
Church. Graveside services were administered by the Zerubbabel
Lodge. Pallbearers included John E. Foy, W. L. Grayson, Warring
Russell, Jr., Alexander A. Lawrence, E. B. Izler, J. C. Lewis, and John D.
Carswell4 Russell had served as clerk of the City Court following

Collins' own term in the same position.*

Buried in the same Laurel Grove Cemetery plot as Jacob S. Collins, Lot
#1893, can be found many members of his family including several
children that Jacob and Henrietta lost at a young age. While living on

the corner of East Duffy and Ott streets, Bertha G. (age 4 months, died

7 A Sowvenir Booklet of Savannah . ...

% "No Change Noted in Jacob Collins," (SMN 17 May 1925 10:5); "Jacob S. Collins Has Passed
Away”; "Mortuary-Collins,” (SMN 19 May 1925 2:1; "Mortuary-Collins," (SMN 20 May 1925 2:1).

# "Tacob S. Collins To Be Buried Today," (SMIN 20 May 1925 14:3).
50 "Tacob S. Collins Has Passed Away."
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in 1892), Herman Bell (aged 1 year, died 1904), an unnamed infant
(died 1893), and Jacob S., Jr. (aged 1 year, died 1897) all passed
away. An earlier Jacob S., Jr. died while they were living at their
previous home on 24 Avenue and Lincoln Street in 1889 at the age of
1 year and 3 months. The plot also holds one of Collins grandchildren,
Edward Grayson Jaudon, who died in 1906 while residing in Collinsville

at 1010 East Gwinnett Street.!
James F. Collins & Edward F. R. Grayson

Both James F. Collins (relationship to Jacob S. Collins unclear) and
Edward F. R. Grayson, W. L. Grayson's son, were involved in the Electric
Railway Company during the mid 1890s. Collins served as a

conductor, while Grayson was an engineer.>?
George Dieter

George Dieter owned the large tract of land adjacent to the Benjamin
Van Clark Neighborhood just south of Anderson Street. Dieter's
property neighbored with that of Lester & Meinhard which would
become Garden Homes. Dieter Street, which cuts through the old
Dieter Tract, is named for him. In 1888, Dieter was listed in the

Savannah Morning News as operating a truck farm where he grew

5! Works Progress Administration, Laurel Grove Cemetery, Savannah, Georgia: General Index to
Keepers' Record Books, 1852-1938, Vol. I and Vol. II (Savannah: Savannah Writers' Project, Works
Progress Administration, 1939).

52 “Savannah City Directory, 1895,” (Savannah: The Morning News Print, 1895) 177, 233.
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vegetables . Dieter purchased the first Collinsville lot put up for aution

(discussed later in chapter).5®

In 1921, George H. Dieter (unclear whether this is the same George
Dieter or his son) was the Assistant Cashier for the National Bank of

Savannah.®
William L. Grayson

William L. Grayson was partner with J. S. Collins in what was originally J.
S. Collins & Company. By 1895 the company had evolved into Collins,
Grayson & Company. By this time the firm was located at 130 Bay
Street and was primarily importing fruit and selling produce wholesale.

In February 1893, Grayson married Miss Lillian Turned.>
Robert M. Hicks

Robert M. Hicks is best known as the former owner of Hicks Hotel
(demolished) on Johnson Square, and former director of the National

Bank of Savannah.>¢
Hugh Logan

Along with Collins, Hugh Logan served as a board member for the

Equitable Loan & Building Association.” At the time, Logan had his

% John W. Howard, "Map of the City of Savannah and Vicinity, 1910," (Savannah: City of Savannah,
1910), found in The Playground of America, Rare Book, GHS; Savannah Newspaper Digests, 1888
(citation SMN 13 May 1888 p8 c3), 17.

5% A Sonvenir Booklet of Savannah . . .

% “Savannah City Directory, 1895,” (Savannah: The Morning News Print, 1895) 177, 234; (MIN 8 Feb
1893), 8:2.

56 A Sonvenir Booklet of Savannah . . ..
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own business as a butcher and dealt in wholesale and retail fish, game

and vegetables.”®
William Whann Mackall

Wiliam Whann Mackall, a graduate of the United States Military
Academy at West Point (1837), rose to the rank of Brigadier General
during the Civil War, when he served as Chief of Staff to Generdl
Joseph E. Johnston. Following the war, he formed the Savannah law
firm of Charlton & Mackall which would later take in J. Randolph
Anderson as partner. Mackall was one of the organizing directors of
the Savannah Real Estate, Loan & Building Company before his death

on August 19, 1891 in Fairfax County, Virginia.>?
Carl Mendel

Carl Mendel was owner of Mendel Real Estate & Investment
Company, and a former director of the National Bank of Savannah.
Mendel Real Estate & Improvement Company became involved with
real estate in the southeastern suburbs of Savannah in the 1910s and

1920s. €0

57 “Savannah Newspaper Digests, 1888,” (citation SMN 4 Oct 1888 p8 c4), 40.
% “Savannah Newspaper Digests, 1888,” (citation SMIN 15 Jan 1888 adv p3 c5), 290.
59 Gordon B. Smith Notebooks: Mackall, GHS.

% A Sowvenir Booklet of Savannah.. .. .
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Thomas Nugent

Nugent served as director of the Savannah Savings Bank in 1891, along

with W. K. Wilkinson, and C. V. Snedeker.®!
Captain John Jacob Paulsen

John Jacob Paulsen was born on August 1, 1837 in Blankenmon,
Denmark. In July of 1868 he maried Henrietta Meinken in Bremen,
Germany. In 1880, at the young age of 43, he gave up his business,
valued at $40,000. The Paulsens had ten children, including five who

survived to adulthood, Sophie, John, Jacob, Emma and Grover.¢2

Despite retirement, Paulsen was a very active presence in Savannah
during the late 19t and early 20 centuries. He served as Chatham
County commissioner for eight years, during which time the
commission improved the road building program. He was involved
with the Savannah Electric Company, serving on the Board of
Directors. Paulsen supplied the financial backing for the Savannah

Electric Company to build the West End railway line.¢3

In addition, he was involved in the development of several suburbs,

most notably West Savannah, but also to a lesser degree Collinsville.

¢! «Gayannah Newspaper Digests, 1891,” 36.

62 "The Life of Captain John Jacob Paulsen as told to...Mattie Marshcher Paulsen...” BF: Paulsen,
GHS.

6 "The Life of Captain John Jacob Paulsen. . .
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Paulsen Street, which runs north-south just west of Benjamin Van Clark

Neighborhood is named in his honor.¢*

In 1921, three members of the Paulsen family were on the board of
directors for the Oglethorpe Savings & Trust Company: Jacob Paulsen,
vice-president; John F. Paulsen; and Grover C. Paulsen. At the same
time Jacob, president of the Propeller Towboat Company, was on the
board of directors for the National Bank of Savannah, an organization

closely affiiated with Oglethorpe Savings & Trust Compa ny.&s
W. K. Wilkinson

Of all the businessmen involved in the development of Collinsville,
Walter K. Wilkinson was the most active in the business of real estate as
an agent and auctioneer. His personal real estate ventures included
the Southside Land & Improvement Company formed in March of 1888
for the purpose of general real estate business, the Equitable Building &
Loan Association, the Home Seekers Mutual Loan Association, and the
Savannah Real Estate, Loan & Buiding Company. Like Collins,
Wilkinson was involved in the banking community of Savannah, serving
as president of the Savannah Savings Bank in 1895. A member of
Wesley Monumental Church, Wilkinson served as secretary of the Union

Society, overseers of the Bethesda Orphanage, in 1888 and 1889¢¢

64 "The Life of Captain John Jacob Paulsen. . .
% A Somvenir Booklet of Savannab . . .

% «Savannah Newspaper Digests, 1888,” (citation SMN 18 May 1888 8:3; SMIN 27 Mar 1888 adv 2:6,
citation SMIN 25 Apr 1888 8:1,4), 100, 374, 482; “Savannah City Directory, 1895,” (Savannah: The
Morning News Print, 1895) 39-40; Savannah City Directory, 1889 (Savannah: The Morning News
Print, 1889) 29.
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DEVELOPMENT OF STREETCARS

The street railway system began in Savannah on December 20, 1866
when the Savannah, Skidaway & Seaboard Railroad Company was
granted a charter for twenty years by the state legislature and

provided with a stamp of approval from the Governor of Georgia.¢’

Savannah, Skidaway & Seaboard Railroad finally put two cars on its
tracks on January 27, 1869, each drawn by one horse with room for

twelve passengers:

The cars rested on four small wheels. They were heated

by wood or coal stoves and kerosene lamps were setin

boxes on the front, which cast a dim gleam info the

coach. The horses were adomed with bells to warn

approaching traffic and the cars were equipped with

bells to signal destinations.
Their subsequent success encouraged many enfrepreneurs to enter
the suburban railway business. One of which was the Wimington
Railroad Company, incorporated in October of 1868. In 1872, this
company changed its name to Coast Line Rairoad. At first
complementing each other with different routes, the two systems were

in direct competition forright-of-ways by the winter of 18734

In April 1882, the City & Suburban Railway Company was organized,

taking control of the Savannah, Skidaway & Seaboard Railroad. Under

¢ "Trolley History in Savannah is Tale of Competitive Strife," (1 May 1921), VF-Railroads-Streetcar
Lines, GHS; Henry Eason, The Savannab Electric and Power Company, 1866-1971, (Savannah:
Historic Services, Inc., 1971), 11.

¢ Eason, 14.

¢ Eason, 13-14, 16.
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new management, the company continued to spread out to the

resort areas south of the city.”°

In September 1883, the Savannah Street & Rural Resort Railway was
incorporated by M. J. Desverges, J. J. McGowan, F. J. Ruckert, and
George Dieter. Their plans included building a city and suburban
railway which would go out Wheaton Street as well as to the Cenftral
Railroad wharves and around town. The new railroad was not up and

running until 1888.7
The Infroduction of Electric Streetcars

Most authorities in urban history atfribute the coming of
electrified urban fransportation as being a fundamental
factor in the growth and development of the very
metropolis upon which present-day American culture
was erected in the post-Civil War decades and the early
twentieth century. Savannah businessmen were aware
of the immediate and long range attributes of the
electric railway and were quick in implementing the new
system in Chatham County: their plans were made with
foresight and dispatch.”?

In 1886, the first electric street car line in the United States was opened

in Montgomery, Alabama.”3

Frank Sprague brought twenty-two streetcars up a hill in Richmond,

Virginia at the same time, on the same track, each on ifs own power in

7 Eason, 20-21.
71 Eason, 22-23.
72 Eason, 24.

7 "Trolley Car History Traced By Cammack at Rotary Meeting," (SMIN 26 Nov 1946), 14:6.
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1888. From here on electric cars began to replace horse and steam

power.’4

Electricity had many advantages over old-fashioned horse power:
electric cars were almost half the price per fare to operate; they could
reach up to fifteen miles per hour; and their power enabled streetcar
companies to attach frailers to the cars and accommodate more

travelers.”>
As electricity gained popularity:

New cars were built, others refitted, with a motor, pole

and trolley, or grooved wheel at the end of the pole. The

car's trolley ran along a system of cables poised 19 feet

above ground and suspended across by on either side of

the street. The first car fraveled at 12 miles per hour.”®
In November 1890, the Belt Line ran the first electric car in Savannah.
The occasion was treated like a holiday or great event with people
lining the streets and a guns salute, followed by fireworks. The local
paper followed the event with excitement describing the early electric

cars as making "a noise like a boiler shop in full tilt, and the sparks flew

in every direction.””

7 Ray D. Applegate, Trolleys and Streetcars on American Picture Postcards, (New York: Dover
Publications, Inc., 1979), vi.

7 "Electric Railway Lines: The United States has the Lion's Share of Them,” (MN 7 Jul. 1890), 8:3.

7 Erin Rossiter, "Getting the Streetcar They Desire,” (SMN 31 Jul 2000), VF-Railroads-Streetcar Lines,
GHS.

7 *Trolley History in Savannah is Tale of Competitive Strife," (1 May 1921), VF-Railroads-Streetcar
Lines, GHS; "Savannah's First Electric Car,” (SMIN 27 Nov 1946), 6:3; D' Alonzo, 62.
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Figure 12 Electric Streetcars, n.d.”

The trolleys would have a big arm going up to a wire in
the back and we'd run behind them and pull it off and
that would shut the frolley down in the middle of the
night and itd get dark and couldn't go anywhere. That
didn't make the conductor too happy.”?

7 VM 1361PH, Box 29, Folder 1-?, rem 5954, GHS.
7 Julius Edel, JAOH #35, SJA.
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Electric Railway Company

In 1889, the closest one could get to our subject area via streetcar was
on the City & Suburban Railway's 3@ route which ran from City Market
south on Barnard Street to Liberty Street, and then east on Liberty Street
to the railroad depot on the corner of Liberty and East Broad streets.
At this time the only other street railway companies in operation
besides were the Coast Line Railway, the Savannah Street & Rural

Resort Railroad, and the Belt Line Route.®

On July 24, 1890, a petition signed by W.K. Wilkinson, J. Randolph
Anderson, Thomas Nugent, H. Logan, Walter G. Charlton, Jacob S.
Collins, Robert M. Hicks, Jacob Paulsen, W. F. McCauley and W. W.
Mackall, Jr. was presented to the Savannah City Council requesting
certain rights of way through several city streets in which to construct a
new street railway. At the time of the petition, the railway company
was still unnamed, but the petitioners stated that they were applying to
the upcoming legislature for an act to incorporate, build, equip and
operate either a horse or electric railway in Savannah. All of the
gentlemen presenting the petition represented the interests of the
Sgvannah Real Estate, Loan & Building Company (SRELB) which was
organized less than a month before the petition. The petitioners laid
out a route from City Market southeast to Gwinnett and Ott streets.
This was smack in the middle of the SRELB's new lands in the
southeastern section of the city. They clearly outlined the fact that
their interests were in real estate and the street railways would be the

means to "rapid and substantial development in that section.” They

# «Savannah Ciry Directory, 1889,” (Savannah: The Morning News Print, 1889) 29.
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stressed that at present this area brought in little revenue to the city.
Development, and therefore increased tax revenue, would benefit

both the petitioners and the city 8!

Due to the increasing demands by several companies for rights-of-
ways, the City Council established a special committee on street
railways to consider the various applications and determine the best
method of distributing rights-of-ways so as not to hurt the city as a
whole. The committee consisted of Aldermen Harmon, Cann, Carson

and Bailey, with Aldermen Myers serving as chairman.82

The City Council Minutes of August 14, 1890 reflect the special
committee's endorsement of the petition with several conditions
attached: the company must donate to the city lands necessary for
streets to be laid off according to the city plan in the southeast section
of the city; construction on the railway lines would begin within six
months and be operating within twelve months; and the company
"shall enter into an agreement to be bound by all the terms, conditions
and stipulations of the ordinance entitled 'An Ordinance to Authorize
the Savannah Street and Rural Resort Railway Company, the City and
Suburban Railway Company and the Coast Line Railroad corporations

located in the City of Savannah, to use electricity as a motive power

81" After All the Streets: Two More Railways Seeking Rights of Way," (MIN 24 Jul 1890), 8:5.

82 «Savannah Newspaper Digests, 1890,” (citation MN 15 Aug 1890 8:1-2), 517; "The Street Railway
Franchises,” (MN 16 Oct 1890), 8:5;City Council Minute Book, January 1890-August 1891, 209,
SCC.
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for their cars in the streets of the City of Savannah upon the ferms and

conditions herein expressed and for other purposes.”

Several weeks later, the special committee amended the conditions
placed on the Savannah Real Estate, Loan & Building Company's
street railway deal, by stating that the developers shall put into future
sales of land the right of the city fo open the streets according to the

city plan when necessary.8

The prospective developers had some concerns about the conditions
laid out and on September 3, the City Council passed the following

amendment:

That the company which it is proposed to charter, and
the Savannah Real Estate, Loan and Building Company,
for whose benefit the street railway is desired, shall lay off
such lands as they may now own, or control, according
to the plan of the city.

That whenever any sale of such property is made, it shall
be subject to said plan.

That in deeds to purchaser from the said companies, or
either of them, the right of the city to streets through the
said land shall be fully secured as herein set forth.

That whenever the city shall have opened streets,
according to its said plan, up to the property now owned
by said companies, then the said companies each agree
to deed to the city free of charge, such land as may be

 City Council Minute Book, January 1890-August 1891, 213, SCC; "Fixing Rights of Way: The
City's Offer to Street Railway Companies,” (MN 15 Aug 1890), 8:1-2; City Council Minute Book,
January 1890-August 1891, 213-214, SCC.

8 "Our Solons in Session: Two Street Railway Companies Dissatisfied,” (MN 4 Sep 1890), 8:1-2.
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necessary for the extension of the said plan of the city
over the said property of the said companies.8s

T i -
Figure 13 Electric Railway Company

Once the arangements were settled with City Council, the newly
formed Electric Railway Company (ERC) began work on its new tracks.
Collins brought in J. W. McFarlane as superintendent. McFarlane came
from Winston-Salem, North Carolina where he had been
superintendent of the Winston & Salem line. He was known as an

expert electrician, valuable knowledge in such a new business.8”

On August 6 1891, a trial run of the cars and machinery went smoothly

if a little stiffly. The new cars, received by the company in early July,

% City Council Minute Book, January 1890-August 1891, 224, SCC.

8 VM 1378 Walter Kramer Collection, Item 1, Folder 15, Box 1, GHS.

¥ (SMN 6 Jul 1891), 8:1.
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were noted in the local newspaper as weighing about 2,000 pounds
each, compared fo the Belt Line's 14,000 pound cars. The cars were
described as similar to the ones used in Augusta, Georgia and “are
painted a beautiful deep black with gold lettering on the sides and
make a very handsome appearance.” At this time, there was no
permanent frack connecting the ERC's lines to the temporary shed
erected by Collins to house the cars on Gwinnett and Ott streets. The
company was given permission by the Savannah, Florida & Western
Railroad fo rig up a temporary track over their fracks running northeast

to enable them to move four cars to the storage facility.®

On August 8, 1891 the ERC opened for business with six streetcars
running on three miles of rail. The plant system included two small
generators, 200 horsepower in engines, and 250 horsepower in

boilers.8?

ST

Figure 14 Spectators along the new ERC line in Collinsville, n.d.”

 (SMN 6 Jul 1891), 8:1; (SMN 6 Aug 1891), 8:3.
8 «“People’s Electric Light & Power Company,” (MN 29 Jan 1893), adv 6:2-3.
% VM 1361PH, Box 17, Folder 4, Item 3501, GHS.
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The Savannah Morning News kept the public well updated on the
progress of the new sireetcars. On its very first day open to the public

the paper ran a lengthy article describing the first run:

The Electric Railway Company ran its first car to the city
market last night. The car left the shed on Gwinnetf
Street shortly before 7 o'clock. . . . The car was given a
regular ovation along Price Street. ... On the car were
President J. S. Collins, Treasurer W. K. Wilkinson, Supt.
McFarlane, Electrician Dull and about twenty others
including a number of boys who had swarmed in for a
ride on the first car down town. . . . The trip back fo the
shed was made in about twenty minutes. . . . They [the
cars] are of the Edison system and are very easily
controlled.?!

The initial schedule included four cars running the western part of the
line from the market to the Gwinnett Street crossing of the Savannah,
Florida & Western Railroad tracks, and one car running the part of the

line east of the crossing, with cars running every ten minutes. At the

railroad crossing passengers were fransferred between the two sides.”?

Figure 15 City Market, n.d.”

91 «The New Electric Road,” (SMIN 8 Aug 1891), 8:1.
%2 “The New Electric Road.”
% VM 1361PH, Box 7, Folder 8, Item 1276, GHS.
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On its first Sunday, the ERC reported carmying over 1,500 passengers
during just one day. The new power house was thrown open for the
public to visit, and the company took the opportunity to show off their
lands to prospective buyers. Robert M. Hicks, director of the ERC,
served “Hicks' Electric Punch.” Those present at the opening included
Savannah's most powerful men of the time, aldemen, lawyers,
bankers, and real estate investors. The crowd not only enjoyed the
tour of the new facility but “a splendid view of the city and the

adjacent lands . . . this being one of the highest points near the city."?

. o ool T,
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Figure 16 The ERC Streetcar in Collinsville, n.d.”

Six badges (#50-55) were issued by the City Clerk’s office to the ERC on
September 8, 1891 at the price of $13.50 each. The badges served as
licenses for the company to operate the cars, and each conductor
wore their badge number on their caps. Records from the same
month show that ERC's competition included the Savannah Street &

Rural Resort Railroad Company with 12 badges, the City & Suburban

% “Sunday on the New Line,” (SMN 10 Aug 1891), 8:3; “The New Line’s Opening,” (SMN 11 Aug
1891), 8:2.

% VM 1361PH, Box 17, Folder 3, Item 3496, GHS.
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Railway with 27 badges, and the Coast Line Railroad Company with
only eight badges.”s

Almost immediately, the ERC's South Broad Street (Oglethorpe
Avenue) line was opened with two cars, on a ten minute schedule,
running from Price to Montgomery and then around to the City

Market.?”

Over the next few years, the ERC submitted several petitions to City
Council for the extension of their lines. For the most part, these requests
were granted, often with conditions that the company make
improvements when building new fracks, including installing street

lighting and repaving sidewalks with Belgian blocks.?®

In early 1892, the ERC completed a belt around the city, by
connecting its Price Street line with new frack out West Broad Street to
Laurel Grove Cemetery, and back east on Duffy Street. In April of 1894,

the company began lines in West Savannah.”

However, in May of 1893, upon the petition of the company to extend
its lines again, a counter petition was submitted against ifs extension
citing that it would not provide street car access to anyone who
doesn't already have it and that the owners of the abutting property

were all against the line's proposed extension route. In the end, the

% MS 5600CL-290 City of Savannah Records-Clerk of Council Records, Vol. 3, 1891, GHS.

%7 “Sunday on the New Line,” (SMN 10 Aug 1891), 8:3.

% City Council Minute Book, September 1891-June 1893, 174, 217, 245, 313, 435, 471, 483, 492, SCC.
% (MN 22 Jan 1892), 8:3; "Savannah's First Electric Car,"” (SMN 27 Nov 1946), 6:3.
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ERC withdrew this petition and abandoned the proposed extension

along this route.!%°

October 6, 1891 saw one of the largest merger's in the history of
Savannah business when the ERC and the Savannah Street Railway
both came under the ownership of the ERC, creating the largest urban
and suburban system in Savannah. This merger brought about

increased competition between the ERC and the City & Suburban.!®!

The ERC eventually leased the Savannah & Isle of Hope Railway
running out fo Isle of Hope, Thunderbolt, White Bluff and Rose Dhu. The
Savannah & Isle of Hope had been reorganized previously from the old

Coast Line Railroad'02

_m

Figure 17 Conductor C. E. Dix, near Price and Gwinnett Streets, n.d. 103

1 City Council Minute Book, September 1891-June 1893, 509-510, 533, SCC.
1°1 Eason, 26-27.

192 D' Alonzo, 58.

103 "Savannah Album,” (SEP 15 Oct 1965), VF-Savannah-Transportation, CELB.

44



The ERC replaced the temporary shed on Gwinnett and Ott streets
with a complex of buildings including a large brick building and several
sub-buildings used for the housing and repairing of the streetcars.
These structures would commonly become known as the car barns
and many people still refer to the site by this name. Taking up a whole

block, the car barns were a defining element in the southeast suburtbos.

Figure 18 Car Barns, 1912™

The large main building was one story with a gabled roof disguised by
a stepped parapet wall. Though an utilitarian building, the bricks were
laid in an attractive pattern, creating arched windows and vents, and

a subtle corbelled cornice detail.105

104 ym 1381, Savannah Electric & Power Company Albums, Album 1, GHS

1% VM 1381 Savannah Electric & Power Company Albums, Album 1, GHS.
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Figure 19 Car Barns, 1898'*

From her family's store on the corner of Harmon and Wolf streets,
Suzanne Kantziper could see the tall brick wall surounding the site.
"There was an office where at times, when my parents were busy and
they needed to make change they would give us some cash, and we
would go there and they would give us change and that was a

help."17

Despite the ERC's success and reported value of $66,300 in 1893,
Colliins stil had to compete against Captain Johnston's City &

Suburban Railway.1%8

1% «“Sanborn Insurance Maps of Savannah, Georgia, 1898,” GHS.

197 Suzanne Kantziper, BVC OH #17.
108 (NIN 9 Jan 1895), 8:4-6
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Figure 20 ERC Streetcar in Collinsville, n.d.'”

1894 saw the great fare war between Savannah’s streetcar
companies, led by Collins and Johnston. Following the failed
consolidation of several lines, the two companies began aggressively
cutting their fares, first down to three cents, and then as low as one

cent. In October 1894, the Morning News reported:

To-day will be a big day with the streef rairoads. The
travel on Saturday is unusually large and with one-cent
fares on nearly all lines, the travel is likely to be something
immense.'0
In January 1895, Judge Speer of the United States Court placed ERC in
a receivership and appointed John R. Young as femporary receiver.

The court returned fares to five cents with three cent fare on suburban

19 VM 1361PH, Box 17, Folder 3, Item 3495, GHS.

110 "Tale of Competitive Strife.”
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lines. Several days after the initial ruling, Speer appointed Collins as co-

receiver.!!

At one point, J. S. Collins proposed that the City of Savannah buy and
consolidate all the lines and operate them free of charge as a public
service claiming that "such a policy on the part of the city would do
much to develop the suburban property of Savannah." This seems to
indicate that the real estate end of his business was more important

than the streetcars.'?

The 1895 Sholes' Directory of the City of Savannah published the
streetcar schedules for all the routes in Savannah, including those of
the Savannah, Thunderbolt & Isle of Hope Railroad, the City &
Suburban Railway of Savannah, the Suburban & West End Railway,
and the Electric Railway Company. The schedule of the ERC included

four routes at this tfime, as follows:

Routes: 1. From market, east on St. Julian to Price, south
on Price to Gwinnett, east on Gwinnett fo Off, south on
Oftt to Anderson, east on Anderson to Waters road, south
on Waters road to Estill Avenue [now Victory Drive],
connecting with the Isle of Hope R. R.

2d. From market west on St. Julian to Montgomery, south
on Montgomery to South Broad to West Broad, south on
West Broad to Roberts, southwest on Roberts to Laurel
Grove, from cemetery east on Duffy to Price, north on
Price to Gwinnett.

3d. From Ogeechee canal, east on Indian to West
Broad, across West Broad to Bay, east on Bay fo East

11 (MN 9 Jan 1895), 8:4-6; (MN 11 Jan 1895), 8:2; "Tale of Competitive Strife."

12 "Tale of Competitive Strife.”
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Broad, south on East Broad to Gwinnett, west on
Gwinnett to Habersham, south on Habersham to Estill
avenue, west on Estill avenues to Montgomery, north on
Montgomery to Liberty, west on Liberty to West Broad,
north on West Broad to Indian, west on Indian to
Ogeechee canal.

4t From Drayton west on Bay fo Barnard, south on
Barnard to Anderson, east on Anderson fo East Braod,
north on East Broad to Bay, and west on Bay fo
Drayton.!’3
It is clear that less than five years after its organization, Collins' streetcar
lines were not only providing access to and from Collinsville, but were
traversing the whole city. In addition to the storage and repair facility
on Gwinnett and Oft streets, the company had offices on Gwinnett
and Price streets. The officers of the company in 1895 included J. S.

Collins, president; T. G. Reid, secretary and freasurer; and J. W.

McFarland, superintendent.!4

113 <Savannah City Directory, 1895,” (Savannah: The Morning News Print, 1895) 57.
114 «Gavannah City Directory, 1895,” (Savannah: The Morning News Print, 1895) 57.
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The People's Line

The system of the Electric Railway Company eventually became
commonly known as the People's Line for their parent company. The
streetcars were labeled with both names, but ownership never

changed hands.'¢

In January of 1893, with the charter of the People’s Electric Light and
Power Company, the Electric Railway fell under the ownership of this
new company, owned by the same people with J. S. Collins serving as
president. At the fime of the organization of the People’'s Company,
the Electric Railway had grown from six cars to twenty-six cars, running
on ten miles of rail. The “magnificently equipped Plant and Machine
Shops. The most complete in the south,” now included four generators,

four lighting machines, 700 horsepower in engines, and 1,000

15 VM 1361PH, Box 17, Folder 4, Item 3506, GHS.
116 VE.Railroads-Streetcar Lines (portion of VM 1381), GHS.
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horsepower in boilers. Representing tremendous growth in a little over

one and half years.!”

Figure 22 Streetcar Conductors
in front of car barns, n.d."*®

On January 5, 1897, Collins sold the ERC to future Savannah Mayor and
one-time special committee on street railways member, Herman Myers
and J. H. Fall. Myers and Fall almost immediately turned the assets
around, selling the line to George Parsons, owner of the Savannah,
Thunderbolt & Isle of Hope Railway, on May 29, 1897. In 1901, Parsons
purchased the Suburban & West End Line, completing his system which

became known as the Parsons System.!!?

On January 17, 1902, the Savannah, Thunderbolt & Isle of Hope
Railway Company, the Savannah & Isle of Hope Railway Company,
the City & Suburban Raiway Company, and the Edison Electric &
llluminating Company, were consolidated under the Savannah Electric

Company, not to be confused with the Electric Railway Company. By

17 “People’s Electric Light & Power Company,” (MN 29 Jan 1893), adv 6:2-3.

1% MS 1349 Walter C. Hartridge Collection, Folder 3128, Box 185, GHS.

9 D' Alonzo, 74.
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1918, the Savannah Electric Company operated fifty-nine miles of
track and ran seventy-five cars, in addition to providing the electric

light and power to Savannah's commercial and residential areas. 120

In 1928, The Savannah Electric Company and the Chatham County
Traction Company were sold to Savannah Electric & Power Company
(SEPCO), putting this larger company in control of all electric streetcar
lines and electric companies in Savannah. SEPCO would continue to
use the ERC's old car barns to house the streetcars, and in the future

their buses. 121

Figure 23 SEPCO Car Barns, 1937'#

SEPCO's takeover was indicative of the industry around the country.

Streetcars reached their zenith in the 1910s when large conglomerates

120 "Tule of Competitive Strife.”; Applegate, 16.
121 7y Alonzo, 107, 118.
122 Cadastral Survey: Johnston Ward, 1937, CCCH.
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began to takeover any remaining independent companies and the
automobile began its ascent as the most popular means of

transportation.!23

By the 1940s, buses had largely replaced the old streetcars. The buses
simply took the place of the streetcars on the roads and even in the
car barns. The last streetcar, an open summer model, made ifs final
run south along Habersham Street and back downtown in 1946.
Stopping to let passengers off at Broughton and Abercorn streets, the
streetcar was last seen at 1:10 am on August 25, 1946 as it made its

way back to the car barns one last time.!4

On a side note, the period of the streetcar wasn’t all glamorous. Like
any new technology, there were accidents and disasters. In 1895, the
Morning News reported an accident involving Early Ward. Ward, a
young African American boy of eight or nine years old, was run over by
one of the Electric Railway Company's cars at the intersection of Price
and Gaston Streets on a Saturday evening. As a result, Ward who lived
on the comer and had been sent on an errand, had one foot
amputated. The boy's uncle, Drew Ward, claimed the streetcar was
running too fast, between twelve and fifteen miles per hour, and the
conductor was not ringing his bell to warn pedestrians.  J. S. Collins

stated to the newspaper that “it was unavoidable so far as the

2 Applegate, vi.

12¢ Renneth E. Palmer, "Streetcars Gone 12 Years Now But Memories Remain,” (SEP 9 Aug 1958),
VE-Railroads-Streetcar Lines, GHS; Joe Lansdell, "City's Picturesque Trolley Era Closes with Final
Run on Sunday,” (SMN 26 Aug 1946), VF-Railroads-Streetcar Lines, GHS.
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company was concerned, as the boy ran directly across the frack in

front of the car.”125

125 «“Says it was Fast Running,” (MN 9 Jul 1895), 8:2.
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DEVELOPMENT OF STREETCAR SUBURBS

Collinsville

e

b3 o2

=
&

- ke ¥

s Wb i LTy i e
Figure 24 Collinsville, n.d.**

A

Development of the suburban areas surrounding the city proper of
Savannah varied dramatically from the planned city and even from
each other. Property owners and developers had the liberty of laying
out streets and blocks however they wished in lands outside of the

incorporated city limits.1?

By 1890, development was creeping towards the future Benjamin Van
Clark Neighborhood, with Eastville on the north and Eastland on the

south. However, it wasn't until Collins' People's Investment Company

126 VM 1361PH, Box 17, Folder 3, Item 3493, GHS.
7 G. A. Gregory, "Savannah and Its Surroundings,” (Savannah: Press of the Morning News, 1890), 19.
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acquired a large fract of land southeast of the city that large scale

residential growth occurred.'?

The SRELB laid out the first neighborhood of Collinsville in the new land,
bounded by Gwinnett Street on the north, Anderson Street on the
south, Paulsen Street on the west, and Waters Avenue on the east in

1890.12

A city was pushing out from within itself into the
countryside. Where people and business went, the
electric trolley followed, linking the units info a functional
whole.!30
Orin Collinsville's case, the people and business followed the frolley. At
the same fime the ERC was opening its new streetcar line, the SRELB
was advertising a public auction of the lofs in the newly subdivided
Collinsvile. A large half page advertisement was placed in the
Savannah Morning News on August 9, 1891 announcing the sale
planned for August 12t at 4 o'clock in the afternoon. The ad,
appearing only one day after the ERC’s line opened to the public,
mentioned that the streetcar ran directly through the property and
was “built for the purpose of developing the lands in that vicinity; and
no part of the portion of the property offered is farther than 300 feet

[from it]."13!

The ad stressed the fresh landscape and open space, trying to lure

people away from the crowded and dirty city:

128 «Fastside National Register Nomination,* 12, MPC.
129 Deed 6Z-324, CCCH.
3% Eason, 27.

131 «Ayction Sale of Desirable Lots,” (SMIN 9 Aug 1891), adv. 5:1-7.
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These are all wide streets giving plenty of room for
sunshine and the circulation of air.

Lots are situated on a high plateau in the eastern and
southeastern portions of the city. . . 132
The auction was handled by W. K. Wilkinson, realtor and auctioneer.
Wilkinson demanded a minimum of $100 cash down on all bids, with

the balance due in one, two, or three years at 7% interest.133

As with the electric streetcars, the local newspaper followed the
progress of the new subdivision closely. The day after the auction, a
long article appeared listing almost all the owners from that first
auction. The writer expressed surprise at the high prices the lots
fetched, “a large number of lots sold at good prices--prices much
higher than expected for the location.” Of those offered, about 100
lots sold, with an average price of $500 per lot. No lot was parted with
for less than $400 and corner lots went for as much as $1,000. The
purchasers were made up of “moneyed men, real estate agents,
stockholders of the company and home seekers."” George Dieter
bought the first lot up, on the corner of Lovers Lane (Anderson Street)
and Waters Avenue for $1,000. The rest of this block quickly sold, and
despite being, or perhaps because of, the farthest from the city, the
whole block brought in $5,040.134

J. 3. Collins purchased one whole north block of Duffy Street for $4,500;
“Mr. Collins has already completed plans for a handsome residence in

this block, and he expects to have it ready for occupancy by

132 «Auction Sale of Desirable Lots.”
13 «“Auction Sale of Desirable Lots.”

134 (SMIN 13 Aug 1891 8:2).
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December 1.” This was not news, since the paper had already
announced on July 6t his intentions to build near the terminus of the
street railway. In September the paper announced his house would

cost an estimated $10,000 when finished.!3

The owners of the property sold on that first day included several men
involved with the SRELB and the ERC: George Dieter, William L.
Grayson, Jacob Paulsen, J. Randolph Anderson, as well as, P. B.
Springer, F. S. Lathrop, and lumberman C. V. Snedeker. The remaining

lots were then “disposed of at private sale."13¢

Figure 25 924 East Henry Street, 2003'37

Every September, the local newspaper published a report on the
construction business and expanding neighborhoods in Savannah. In
1892, the Savannah Morning News commenied on the suburban

boom:

135 (SMIN 13 Aug 1891 8:2); “City Brevities,” (SMN 6 Jul 1891 8:3); “Seven Hundred Houses,” (SMN 4
Sep 1891 13:14).

136 (SMN 13 Aug 1891), 8:2.
7 Photograph by Andy Young, 2003, DCA.
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The extended limits of the city south, east and west are
building up at a remarkable pace and the places known
only a short time since as the suburban commons are
becoming young towns. The extensiveness of the street
railways is what has brought about these gratifying
resulfs.38

The first homes built in Collinsvile were predominantly Victorian
architecture, mostly two-story frame single family homes. The comer
lots were developed first, and early property owners had fo fence in
the yards to prevent free range cows grazing in the open fields from
coming into their yards. Very quickly the rural landscape would be full

of homes and newly planted frees.!4°

13% Mary Morrison Ward Books: Southern Expansion (citation SMN 3 Sep 1892 10:1-4), GHS
139 VM 1361PH, Box 17, Folder 4, Item 3504, GHS.

40 “Eastside National Register Nomination,” 7, MPC; “Sanborn Insurance Maps of Savannah,
Georgla, 1898.”
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Figurg 27 House owned by Mr. Collins, n.d.

The concentration of elaborate homes began on Henry Street east of
Waters Avenue where some of the first lots were sold. By the late 1890s,
several two-story frame homes lined the street with elaborate footprints

containing bays, turrets, and numerous porches.'*2

The developers placed only a few resfrictions on the property when
they sold the individual lots including: all buildings must face north or
south; no building could back up against an adjacent lot; and the

company reserved the title to the soil of the streets and lanes.!43

Fig‘l‘m: 28 Looking east on Duffy Street from Ot Street, n.d.!

141 yM 1361PH, Box 17, Folder 4, Irem 3502, GHS.

42 “Sanborn Insurance Maps of Savannah, Georgia, 1898.”
1 Deed 6Z-324, CCCH.

144 M 1361PH, Box 17, Folder 4, Item 3499, GHS.
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Jacob §. Collins was one of the first to build in the new neighborhood,
on the comer of East Duffy and Ott streets. The Collins House was a
two-story frame Victorian residence in an unusual U-shaped floor plan
with one and two-story wrap-around porches on three sides. Collins'’
house, very large on a whole block of property, testified to his success
with the ERC and SRELB. Early pictures of the neighborhood are
labeled as houses of Collins and several of Wilkinson’s. It seems likely
that they built several of the earliest homes and then resold them,
wanting to get several houses thrown up early to encourage property

buyers.4

Figure 29 J. S. Collins House, 1010 East Duffy Street, c1921'*

15 “Eastside National Register Nomination,” 7, MPC; “Sanborn Insurance Maps of Savannah,
Georgia, 1898.”

Y6 A Somvenir Booklet of Savannah . . .
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1hekil ; Figure 30 Early Collinsville Houses
e Collins House with Unusual
U-Shape Floorplan, 1898

It

Figure 31 House owned by Mr. Collins, n.d. "

147 “Sanborn Insurance Maps of Savannah, Georgia, 1898.”
148 VM 1361PH, Box 17, Folder 3, Irem 3491, GHS.
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Litfle changed in Collinsvile once the houses were built, a large
number prior to the turn of the century. In 1916, the Sanborn maps
indicated that many people in the area were owners of automobiles,
with garages popping up all around. This transition to the auto again
testified to the wealth of the neighborhood in the early part of the

twentieth century.!#

Figure 33 913 East Henry Street, 2003

¥ “Sanborn Insurance Maps of Savannah, Georgia, 1916.”
130VM 1361PH, Box 17, Folder 3, Ttemn 3498, GHS.
! Photograph by Andy Young, 2003, DCA.
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The Meadows

Plan of Southern Portion of Lathrop Ward Known as *The Meadows."
NEW HOUSTON STPL.IT
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Figure 34 Plan of the Meadows, c1900'*

Collins' next real estate project was the Meadows, just east of
Collinsville on the opposite side of Waters Avenue. The Meadows was
a fairly small development composed of the southern portion of
Lathrop Ward from New Houston Street (now Park Avenue) south fo
Anderson Streef, from Waters Road (now Avenue) east past Albert
Street (now Live Oak) to Cedar Street.!®3

Figure 35 Looking west
on Henry Street into

Collinsville, c1900"*

152 «§ome Views of the Meadows,” (Savannah: F. E. Purse, Printer, 1900), Rare Pampbhlets, GHS.
153 "Some Views of the Meadows."

154 "Some Views of the Meadows."
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The Meadows property sat on what was once part of Cuyler Swamp,
previously drained to allow for suburban expansion. Plans to develop
this area appear to have begun as early as 1893, when SRELB had the
land subdivided into building lots under the name Cleveland Park.
Cleveland Park had the exact same layout as the Meadows would in
1900, but the names of the sireets on the northern and southern
borders were intended to be North and South streets, with north-south
access closed on either end. By the time city engineer J. W. Howard
draffted a map of the Meadows in 1906, North Street was renamed
Collins Street and South Street was labeled properly as Anderson
Street.  On the Cleveland Park plan, Live Oak, running north-south
down the center of the Meadows would have been called Cleveland

Park.1%5

The Meadows was simply an expansion of Collinsville. However, a new
name and advertising helped increase interest in the area. The
opening of the Meadows lands indicated the Collins had sold the

majority if not all of the Collinsville lots.5¢

1% Percy Sugden, “Plan of Cleveland Park,” (1893), City Engineer Map Collection, EW/E-118, MRL;
J. W. Howard, “Meadows in Ballantyne Ward,” (1906), City Engineer Map Collection, Property
Map Book 8, page 9, MRL.

1% “Eastside,” National Register Nomination, MPC files, p5.
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Figure 36 ]cshn Screx?én"ﬁouse, East Henry Street,
two doors east of Waters Avenue, 19007

In 1900 the promotional pamphlet "Some Views of the Meadows" was
prinfed for the developers by F. E. Purse. The small paper booklet
included images of the grandest homes already built in the Meadows
with the comment "it would be really worth your while to go and look
at these beautiful residences. Some of the prettiest houses in
Savannah are located in the Meadows." The homes pictured were
mostly two-story, frame, Queen Anne homes, many with corner turrets

and expansive front and side porches.!%8

The pamphlet stressed that though residents enjoyed the same
conveniences found in other parts of Savannah including artesian
water, electric lights, gas, and street cars, they avoided having to pay
city taxes, being outside of the city limits. On April 9, 1900 at 4 o'clock
in the afternoon an auction was held to dispose of the remaining lots
on New Houston, Duffy and Henry streets, at terms of $25 cash down,

$5 per month at 5% interest. The terms for the Meadows lots were more

157 "Some Views of the Meadows."

138 "Some Views of the Meadows."
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reasonable than those sold eight years earlier in Collinsville's first
auction ($100 down, balance at 7% interest), indicating a more

favorable real estate market for the buyer.1%?

Figure 37 Meadows Promotional Pamphlet, Auction Details, c1900%°

As with the southern portion of Colliinsville, many of the Meadows'
grand homes remain standing today, providing a glimpse of the once
upper-class, Victorian residents. The Meadows pamphlet provides a
rare opportunity to see these houses as they were originally built,

before renovation and sometimes demolition touched them.

Figure 38 Charles H. Gibbes House (demolished 1961)

159 "Some Views of the Meadows."

10 "Some Views of the Meadows."
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East Henry Street, 1900

Figure 39 Joseph Copps House, East Henry Street,
four doors east of Waters Avenue on the north curb, c190

0162

At the time of the auction, travel time to the City Exchange (replaced
in 1905 by City Hall), the heart of Savannah's downtown, was only
seventeen minutes by streetcar. The streetcar lines contfinued to be

the lifeline connecting the suburbs to the city.163

The Meadows is first listed in the Savannah City Directories as a
neighborhood in 1901. However, few mentions of either the Meadows,
and especially Collinsville, occur in the century following their initial
development. The 1925 mention of the two neighborhoods in Maude

Heyward's "lllustrated Guide to Savannah, Georgia” is one of the latest
references to the once disfinctive neighborhoods. At the time the

streetcar line to Daffin Park, which started at Bay and Whitaker streefs,

161 "Some Views of the Meadows."
162 "Some Views of the Meadows."

63 *"Some Views of the Meadows."
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passed through the grand communities on its way out to Victory

Drive.1¢4

The Victorian streetcar suburbs of the turn of the century would soon
be surpassed by the auto suburbs of Chatham Crescent and Ardsley

Park in the 1910s and 1920s.

el

Figure 40 Horace Rivers Residence, 1900

164 Maude Heyward, "Tlustrated Guide to Savannah, Georgia," (c1925), 19, Vol. 1, Georgia Pamphlets,
Thomas Gamble Collection, CELB; “Savannah City Directory, 1901,” GHS.

165 "Some Views of the Meadows."
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IMPACT OF MASS TRANSIT

The importance of the streetcars in the development of Collinsville and
the Meadows suburbs cannot be stressed enough. The electric trolleys
were the most powerful sales tool the real estate developers had to
affract potential buyers and affluent investors in Savannah.  The
sections of the Benjamin Van Clark Neighborhood not directly on the
streetcar lines took longer to develop, filing in over a period of roughly

forty years with smaller, more modest homes.
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Chapter 3
AREA DEVELOPMENT

In 1901, the City of Savannah extended its corporate limits to include the
maijority of present day Benjamin Van Clark Neighborhood. The extension took
the southern boundary from Anderson Street south fo Dale Avenue (Victory
Drive) and the eastern boundary from Waters Avenue east to Ash Street. At this

time, the portion of Wheaton Street from Waters Avenue to Ash Street was called

Moore Avenue.168

Though Collinsville and the Meadows make up a large part of Benjamin Van
Clark Neighborhood, there were several neighborhood pockets which

developed at a different pace and in a different manner than the streetcar

suburbs.
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Figure 41 Benjamin Van Clark Neighborhood, 1956

¢ J. W. Howard, "Map of the City of Savannah, Georgia, 1906 City Boundaries” Vol. 1, MS 5600EN-90 City of
Savannah Engineering Department Records, GHS.

17 “Savannah, 1956,” GHS Map Collection, #443 SAV, GHS.
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NEIGHBORHOODS & ETHNIC GROUPS

Eastville

Eastville is actually the oldest nhamed neighborhood in the community. This name
refers to the area bounded by Wheaton Street on the north, Gwinnett Street on the
south, Waters Avenue on the west, and Cedar Street on the east. Today this name
is completely extinct, probably due to the fact that the whole area is commonly
referred to as the eastside, and the immediate neighbor to the west is specifically
called the Eastside Neighborhood. By the time John W. Howard drew his 1910 map
of Savannah, even Eastland, south of the Meadows, was referred to as Villa Heights.
With so many names including the word “East" it is no wonder that boundaries and

names would often become confused.!¢8
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Figure 42 Eastville, 1900"’

The streets and lots in Eastville were not laid out in a uniform pattern as in Collinsville
and the Meadows. This was due in part to the iregular line of Wheaton Street
bounding it on the north and the holdout out of several individual property owners,

including a friangular piece of property on the corner of Harmon and Wheaton

168 John W. Howard, "Map of the City of Savannah and Vicinity, 1910," (Savannah: City of Savannah, 1910), found in
The Playground of America, Rare Book, GHS.

169 “Map of Savannah,” (1900), MS Waring Map Collection, Vol. 3, Plate 41, GHS.
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streets, at one time owned by the Rowlands. This neighborhood has always had a
higher concentiration of African Americans. However, once you crossed Gwinnett
Street into the Meadows, the residents were all white. The dwellings north of
Gwinnett were modest, small, one-story frame buildings, often scattered several to

a lot.170

When the Ginsberg family lived above their Georgia Market on the corner of
Harmon and Wolf streets in the 1940s, the surrounding blocks were predominantly

wooden houses, with only a few brick buildings scattered in.

Wolf Street at that time was not paved and there were a lot of small
houses that black people lived in. Just above, | guess north of
Gwinnett Street there were some nicer homes that were fwo story
homes. But really the block we lived in there was just the store, which
was two story because we lived above it, and just a few small houses,
mostly one story.!7!

70 Cadastral Survey: Hull Ward, (1937), CCCH; “Sanborn Insurance Maps of Savannah, Georgia, 1898,” GHS; “Plan
Showing Sewer Righ-of-way thru Rowland Property, 1916,” City Engineer Map Collection, Property Map Book 08,
Page 12, MRL.

! Suzanne Kantziper, BVC OH #17.
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Wagner Heights

Wagner Heights is along the northeast edge of the Benjamin Van Clark
Neighborhood, now tucked in the curve of the Truman Parkway. It is the only

neighborhood north of Wheaton Street untouched by public housing projects.

Much of the land north of Wheaton Street remained undeveloped until the 1910s,
held as several large, private tfracts. Period maps labeled with the landholders
names hinted at the names of future streetfs to be laid out in this area including,
Pounder, Mastick and Wagner. One of the largest owners in this area, once owning
land both north and south of Wheaton Street, was the Werm family, adjacent to
one of their tracts was the property of Grimm. The German names are the first

indication that this area would develop as a small cluster of German families.72
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Figure 43 Large Property Owners before Wagner Heights, 186

72 JTohn W. Howard, "Map of the City of Savannah and Vicinity, 1910," (Savannah: City of Savannah, 1910), found in
The Playground of America, Rare Book, GHS.

17 “City of Savannah,” (1868), MS 1018 Waring Map Collection, Vol. 2, Plate 30, GHS.
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Figure 44 Savannah’s Eastern Suburbs, 1910'*

In the 1916 Sanborn Insurance Map, the new neighborhood of Wagner Heights was
depicted for the first time. Though all the streets were laid out, only a scattering af

mostly one-story residences appeared.!’s

Figure 45 114 Adair Street, 1934

7* John W. Howard, “Map of the City of Savannah, 1910,” from The Playground of America . . . Chatham Crescent,
(Savannah: Chatham Land & Hotel Company, 1911), Rare Books, GHS >

7% “Sanborn Insurance Maps of Savannah, Georgia, 1916,” GHS.
176 VM 1360, Box 9, Folder 4, item 01, GHS.
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Wagner Heights takes up the land known on the city's map as Brinkman Ward. In
1937, the Works Progress Administration of Chatham County documented the
neighborhood through the Cadastral Survey. The results of this survey, which
include ward maps, lot layout, and footprints of all improvements, can be found at

the Chatham County Courthouse.!””

Figure 46 224 Moore Avenue, A. W. Richardson Residence, 1937

By the mid-1930s, Wagner Heights was about half developed with lots closer to
Wheaton Street built up more than those on the north side bordering Hillcrest
Cemetery. The neighborhood was buffered from the cemetery on the north by one
large tract, and on the east by a second large fract, both owned by the Werm
family. On the east, Innecken Florist & Greenhouses was located. On the south, the
neighborhood was bounded by Moore Avenue (Wheaton Streetf). The names of
the streets within the community reflect the strong German character of its original
owners and residents: Richardson, Adair, Helmken, Mastick, Wagner, and

Henrietta.!7?

77 Cadastral Survey: Brinkman Ward, (1937), CCCH.
178 Cadastral Survey: Brinkman Ward (1937), CCCH.
17 Cadastral Survey: Brinkman Ward, (1937), CCCH.
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Figure 47 Streets in Wagner Heights, 1937'*°

The cluster of German families extended east across Bee Road and Casey Canal to

include the Oelshigs, the Winter property, and the German Golf Club.1®!

Figure 48 Werm Tract, 1937'*

The Werm land on the north side, along Hillcrest Cemetery, had a two-story frame
house with two barns on the property, suggesting that at one time most of this land
was a farm. Past the initial development, only two blocks deep, remained open
fields and pasture lands, often refered to as “The Boftom,” where people let their
cows graze as late as the 1940s and 1950s. The cument plat map of the Tax

Assessor's Office of Chatham County shows Wagner Heights now tightly wrapped in

18 Cadastral Survey: Brinkman Ward, (1937), CCCH.

' Tohn W. Howard, "Map of the City of Savannah and Vicinity, 1910," (Savannah: City of Savannah, 1910), found in
The Playground of America, Rare Book, GHS.

182 Cadastral Survey: Brinkman Ward, (1937), CCCH.
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by the Hary Truman Parkway, curling from the northwest to the southeast. Access

to Hillcrest has been completely cut off.18

Figure 49 Wagner Heights, 2003'**

The only major businesses in Wagner Heights during the 20 century were florists of
the German families of Richardson and Innecken. Mrs. Gottliebe L. Walz owned a

small confectionary facing Wheaton Street.18

Figure 50 Walz Confectionary, 1937**

18 Cadastral Survey: Brinkman Ward, (1937), CCCH; “Sanborn Insurance Maps of Savannah, Georgia, 1898,” GHS;
Wagner Heights, Plat Map, 2003, Tax Assessor's Office, CCCH.

18 Wagner Heights, Plat Map, 2003, Tax Assessor’s Office, CCCH.
185 Cadastral Survey: Brinkman Ward, (1937), CCCH.
18 Cadastral Survey: Brinkman Ward, (1937), CCCH.
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Figure 51 Innecken Florist, Wheaton Street, Brinkman Ward, 1937'%

Figure 52 Walz Confectionary 8 Innecken Florist, 1937

'*” Cadastral Survey: Brinkman Ward, (1937), CCCH.
""" Cadastral Survey: Brinkman Ward, (1937), CCCH.
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Edgar Blackshear Homes

In 1898, the north edge of Wheaton Street between Harmon and Waters was built
up with stretches of one and two-story row houses. The greatest development
clustered around the intersection of Wheaton and Waters Avenue, where small

dwellings were near several corner stores.'#?

Just north of Wheaton Street, west of Wagner Heights, was a small neighborhood
tucked between Harmon Street and Pounder Avenue. The streets, named 1+
through 6t streets, contained modest homes of wooden and concrete block

construction.

The area was bounded on the north by low lying land and on the west by two large
industries, the Gulf Refining Company and the Old Stocking Factory. Growth was
further constricted by railroad tracks on the west. Like Hoynes Ward (discussed later
in the chapter), this small neighborhood was primarily residential with a few

businesses along Wheaton Street, including a drugstore. The neighborhood also

1% “Sanborn Insurance Maps of Savannah, Georgia, 1898,” GHS.
% Cadastral Survey: Rivers Ward, 1937, CCCH.
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had two churches, both with Afican American congregations: the one-story, frame
15! Friendship Baptist Church (on Second Street Lane); and 5th Street Baptist Church,

also one-story, frame.'?!

Figure 54 Old Stocking Factory, Rivers Ward, 1937

When the Housing Authority of Savannah’s (HAS)'% Edgar Blackshear Homes was
located in Rivers Ward in the late 20t century, a complete reconfiguration of streets
occurred and the majority of the homes were condemned and removed to make

way for the public housing project.

The map below depicts the change in names, as well as path, of the streets: First
Street to Aberdeen; Second Street to Inverness: Third Street to Glasgow; Fourth
Street to Dundee; Fifth Street to Stirling; and Sixth Street to Edinburgh. The layout is

now drastically different with limited access in and out. The use of cul-de-sacs,

! Cadastral Survey: Rivers Ward, 1937, CCCH.

%2 Cadastral Survey: Rivers Ward, 1937, CCCH.

' The Housing Authority of Savannah (HAS) was founded in 1938 as an autonomous government agency, not

affiliated with the City of Savannah or Chatham County. HAS operates on rental income and federal subsidies. The
Mayor of Savannah appoints a five-member Board of Commissioners, which governs HAS. "Two residents act as
advisors. All serve without pay.
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imposed on the neighborhood by the Housing Authority's development is seen no

where else in the Benjamin Van Clark Neighborhood.194

Figure 55 Blackshear Homes, 2003'%

When it opened in 1984, Blackshear Homes was the first infill housing project in
Savannah. The concept left older homes scattered throughout the site to give the
public housing the feel of home ownership. It has been one of the HAS' quieter
neighborhoods, credited to the allowances for “defensible space,” individual yards,

and driveways, etc., that instill pride in the residents.19¢

" Blackshear Homes, Plat Map, 2003, Tax Assessor's Office, CCCH.
1% Blackshear Homes, Plat Map, 2003, Tax Assessor's Office, CCCH.
¥ Conversation with Sandy Glicken, HAS.
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Figure 56 Johnston Ward, 1898

South of Wheaton Street, Blackshear Homes displaced another community. The
public housing project was also unique in the fact that it straddled a major
thoroughfare. The majority of the new housing was north of Wheaton Street.
However, additional homes were located South of Wheaton Street between

Harmon and Waters streets.

One resident who grew up on 3¢ Street is stil hurt by the loss of an entire

neighborhood:

It made me sick, because | was born over here. . . . and we lived over
there when | first got married. . . . Quite naturally, it will cut your heart
fo see something that you know all your life coming down. . . . Even
my church [1s Friendship Missionary Baptist Church] was over there
and we had fo move when they come in.1%8

7 “Sanborn Insurance Maps of Savannah, Georgia, 1898,” GHS.
1% Marie Creen, BVC OH #18.
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Figure 57 Johaston Ward, 1937

As with the public housing north of Wheaton, Blackshear Homes changed the
configuration and population south of Wheaton Street. The path of Harmon Street

was altered, bending to the east at the northern end.

Rosemary McBride Banks grew up in the home once at 529 Ot Street, on the corner
of Joe Street. Banks fondly remembers the large one-story home with a large yard
and several fruit trees. The immediate neighborhood was especially tight with a lot
of friends and family, Banks grandfather had bought three homes on Joe and Ott
streets for his children. The area was very diverse with African Americans, whites,

Jewish, and Irish families.

It was like a family neighborhood. Everybody knew each other and
persons, older persons, looked out for the younger ones. . . . There were
about three or four what you call mom and pop grocery stores in the
area. And then it was really an integrated neighborhood. There were
various ethnic groups living in that particular areq. 200

¥ Cadastral Survey: Johnston Ward, 1937, CCCH.
# Rosemary McBride Banks, BVC OH #26.
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During the planning and construction of Blackshear Homes, many families and

individuals were uprooted from the only home they had ever known.

Everybody was very upset, because there were quite a few persons

who actually owned their homes in that area. And they were

concerned if they would get the value in order to purchase a home

somewhere else. And just relocating from the afmosphere that we

had. The family-like atmosphere in that neighborhood.20!
The process of selling your house to the government was also difficult, in addition to
moving and finding a new home. Banks helped her mother move and remembers
the whole process as very long and dragged out. Several families’ homes were not
chosen by HAS and were left as in-fill housing to create the atmosphere the Housing
Authority was trying to achieve of home ownership and pride in the public housing
residents. Many of the original homeowners left behind when their neighbors

moved out felt cheated:

So that was another process with those persons wanting to sell and

move because every person they knew were going to be moving, and

they [would] be living right next to the housing projects coming in,

which was rental property. That was a problem for a lot of the

people.202
Many nice residences were lost to make way for Blackshear Homes. However, the
housing project was held up for several years by confroversy regarding the historical
significance of several of the sfructures. Specifically six homes were identified as
potential for National Register of Historic Places listing. As a result, the King-Tisdell
Cottage, a unique example of a vernacular cottage with intricate Victorian
gingerbread ornamentation, was relocated to the Beach Institute Neighborhood
west of East Broad Street. The cottage was moved and restored in a joint effort by

the City of Savannah and the Yamacraw Branch of the Association for Afro

! Rosemary McBride Banks, BVC OH #26.
#2 Rosemary McBride Banks, BVC OH #26.
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American Studies. The relocation of the cottage was the first step in the
development of the King-Tisdell Cottage Foundation which now operates the
cottage and the Beach Institute school building, and helps form a cultural and

historical foundation for the Beach Institute Neighborhood.
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Hoynes Ward

Figure 58 Hoynes Ward, 1937%

Frank W. Spencer Elementary School now takes up the majority of Hoynes Ward,
which was part of the Spears farm for many years. Never fully developed, this ward
only had residences along Pounder and Bouhan streets and a few businesses along
the north curb of Wheaton Street.

From Bouhan Street east was predominantly white residences and businesses.
Bouhan Street had a mixture of families including John A. White, an African
American police officer, Captain Bill Gunn, a Swedish sailor, Mr. Hill, white owner of
Hill Electrical Company. Bouhan acted as the boundary between white Wagner
Heights on the east and the predominantly African American neighborhood from 1st
fo 6 streets on the west. However, there was always some mixing. Former mayor
John Rousakis’' family owned a store on 4th Street run by his father “Nick the

Greek."204

# Cadastral Survey: Hoynes Ward, (1937), CCCH.
** Elmore, “Historical Analysis and Summary of the Ben Van Clark Neighborhood Project,” (2003), 4.
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Figure 59 Stone-yard, 19372

During the early part of the twentieth century, the businesses in this ward included a

marble and granite stone-yard, and the New Way Laundry Company.20s

Figure 60 Bouhan Street, c1954

#* Cadastral Survey: Hoynes Ward, (1937), CCCH.
%% Cadastral Survey: Hoynes Ward, 1937, CCCH.

#7 "Certificate of Appraisal of the Savannah Real Estate Board of Properties in Hoynes Ward, Savannah, Georgia, for the
Board of Public Education .. ., May 31, 1954," Paulsen Street School-Wheaton Site Files, SCC Board of Education.
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Figure 61 Bouhan Street, c1954**

In the mid-1950s, the Savannah-Chatham County Public School Board purchased
large property tracts owned by Mrs. May Wiberg and Dixie Auto Parts Company. In
addition, they purchased the property of most of the homes on the east side of
Bouhan Street to make way for a new school (see Educational Institutions later in
this chapter for more information on the Frank W. Spencer School). The result was
an isolated strip of homes between Pounder and Bouhan streets, confined on the
west by the injection of Blackshear Homes in the 1980s and on the east by the
elementary school. The homes purchased by the Board were razed and several

one-story sfructures seen above were lost.209

#® "Certificate of Appraisal of the Savannah Real Estate Board of Properties in Hoynes Ward, Savannah, Georgia, for the
Board of Public Education . . ., May 31, 1954," Paulsen Street School-Wheaton Site Files, SCC Board of Education.

* Cadastral Survey: Hoynes Ward, 1937, CCCH.
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Garden Homes Estate & Annex
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Figure 62 Aerial View of Garden Homes, Looking Southwest, 1953

Garden Homes was constructed on a large tract of land identified on the city plan
as Myrick Ward, owned by Lester & Meinhard. Until Garden Homes was built, little to
no development of this tract occurred. Only a couple of houses were built along
the fringe on Ash Street, and a right-of-way had been granted to the Savannah &
Thunderbolt Rairoad Company to cut through the northern section to head out
towards Thunderbolt and Isle of Hope. Located just north of the tracks was Camp
Fraser, Liberty Company Cavalry. A 1917 map of Savannah, depicted the camp

with an engineers’ artillery.2!

9 Garden Homes Files, HAS.

“! John W. Howard, "Map of the City of Savannah and Vicinity, 1910," (Savannah: City of Savannah, 1910), found in
The Playground of America, Rare Book, GHS; Jacob Gardner, “Map of the City of Savannah & Vicinity,” (1917), GHS
Map Collection #23 SAV (3-H-4), GHS.
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Figure 63 Camp Fraser, Myrick Ward, 19172"2

By 1937, most of this land was owned by HAS, with clusters of four lots on each block
along the edge of Ash Street privately owned. At the time the Cadastral Survey
was completed by the Works Progress Administration of Chatham County in 1937,

only four homes had been constructed on these lots.2!3

The four homes, all inhabited by white residents, torn down when Garden Homes

was built included:

1402 Henry Street was owned by E. J. Wilson. In 1940, the two story

frame house, facing Ash Street, was assessed at $5,350.214

1403 Waldburg Street was purchased in 1939 by HAS. The small one-
story residence was previously owned by Mary E. Young and Edith

Mae Kennedy.215

1402-1404 Collins Street, formerly owned by Rufus L. Proctor, was also
bought out by HAS in 1939. Proctor's property included a pair of one-

story wooden frame residences with garages in the rear.216

#*2 Jacob Gardner, “Map of the City of Savannah & Vicinity,” (1917), GHS Map Collection #23 SAV (3-H-4), GHS.
#? Cadastral Survey: Myrick Ward, (1937), CCCH.
#* Cadastral Survey: Myrick Ward, (1937), CCCH.
#* Cadastral Survey: Myrick Ward, (1937), CCCH.
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Figure 64 1402-1404 Collins Street, Myrick Ward, 1937

Adjacent to the streetcar tracks was the residence of Dr. Case. Dr.
Case's improvements consisted of a two-story wood frame house, a
two-story garage, and three small garages. The Case family

remained with the property until at least 1953.218

Figure 65 Dr. Case's, Ash Street, Myrick Ward, 1937%*

¢ Cadastral Survey: Myrick Ward, (1937), CCCH.
7 Cadastral Survey: Myrick Ward, (1937), CCCH.
%% Cadastral Survey: Myrick Ward, (1937), CCCH.
* Cadastral Survey: Myrick Ward, (1937), CCCH.

92



AL,

e

BNk SN R bl e S G R B i SO R
Figure 66 Garden Homes Estates Construction, 194-2°

Garden Homes Estate was built in 1940 with 314 units. It was the first white housing
project in Savannah. When completed, the housing first accommodated war
workers and soldiers getting ready to ship out, before opening to low income

families.?2!

: 3
U <

Figure 67 Garden Homes’ Kitch

1 e

0 Garden Homes Files, HAS.

#1 “Bus & Street Car Routes, Savannah Electric & Power Company, Savannah, Georgia,” (1944), GHS Map Collection
#459 SAV (3-G-1), GHS; Conversation with Sandy Glicken, HAS.

#2 Garden Homes Files, HAS.
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Figure 68 Garden Homes Estates Facade, n.d.?
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Figure 69 Community Building, n.d.?*

Amenities of the project included a kindergarten, community center, residential

association, and a golden age club.225

* Garden Homes Files, HAS.
#* Garden Homes Files, HAS.
# Conversation with Sandy Glicken, HAS.
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' Figure 70 Garden Homes Playground, n.d.2

During the 1940s, when it was new, Garden Homes "was a very nice place. The
homes were small and we knew people who lived there. They were modest, but

everything was nice. It looked very good."2?”

L
=)
—

Figure 71 Garden Homes Estate & Annex, 1954%

2 Garden Homes Files, HAS.
7 BVC OH #17, Suzanne Kantziper, 10.
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In 1953, Garden Homes Annex, an addition to the original Garden Homes, was
completed on land just north of Garden Homes Estate. The newest units surrounded

the government property in the northeast corner of the ward, but did not displace

it 229

wat il ¢ ot TR

Figure 72 Garden Homes Annex Construction, 19512°

In 1972, HAS desegregated its housing projects after fighting integration for years,
urged by picketing of the NAACP.23

A

A\l

n.d.??

Figure 73 Garden Homes Activities,

#* “Sanborn Insurance Maps of Savannah, Georgia, 1954, GHS.
*_Garden Homes Files, HAS; Conversation with Sandy Glicken, HAS.
#° Garden Homes Files, HAS.

! Conversation with Sandy Glicken, HAS.
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Over the years, the public housing site went through periods of neglect and
renewed interest. There was a major renovation attempt in the early-mid 1980s with
new doors, windows, and conversion of some units to three bedrooms. Nineteen
units were taken out to accommodate the construction of the Truman Parkway. In
the end, Garden Homes fell into disrepair and the porches were separating from
the buildings. Some blame the rapid deterioration of the homes on Truman
Parkway's construction which may have affected their stability. In the end, Garden
Homes had such a bad reputation for drugs and crime, that it had the highest
rejection rate with HAS residents not wanting to be placed there, even though it
had the capacity to hold over 300 families. By the 1990s, the crime situation was
nearly unbearable for Garden Homes residents, and those in the surmounding
community. Garden Homes housing project was razed as part of the HOPE VI

project currently underway (see Chapter 5 Revitalization for more information).233

Many blame the decline of the surrounding residential neighborhood starting in the
1970s on the decline of Garden Homes. Those same residents were glad to see the

neglected housing projects go away:

They did a great thing when they tfore it down.234

52 Garden Homes Files, HAS.
* Conversation with Sandy Glicken, HAS.
#* Gladys Turner, BVC OH #19; Marie Green, BVC OH #18
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Late Development

Several of the smaller properties on the eastern edge of the neighborhood, near
Garden Homes, were not fully developed until as late as the 1960s. Nancy Johnson
was the first to live in her house, built on a lot formerly used as a garden by a farmer
they referred to as the “mule man,” since he used a mule to fend his fields,

scattered in the area on vacant lots.23%
Ethnic Groups

As previously discussed there was a variety of races and nationdlities represented
among the business owners and residents in the northern section of the Benjamin
Van Clark Neighborhood. In addition, there was a fairly large population of Jewish
merchants who owned stores along the ared's business districts. On Harmon Street
and Gwinnett Street there were about five Jewish businesses including those of
Harry Ginsberg, Sonny Bryant, Louis Wexler, the Udinskys, Sanford Reuben, and

Joseph Rosenthal.236

For the most part, the Jewish families were scattered in with the Caucasian families,
though they were separated from their Christian neighbors by customs and small
instances of anti-Semitism. There were no Kosher restaurants in the area, so many of

the Jewish residents did not eat out.23”

One former resident of the Jewish faith moved out of the neighborhood in 1949
because, "my mother thought we needed to be in a neighborhood where we
would find social opportunities with people our age and our religion. That's why we

moved."238

25 BVC OH #20, Nancy Johnson, 25 Sep 2003, p1-2.

¢ Suzanne Kantziper, 2002, JAOH #84, Oral History Collection, SJA.
»7 BVC OH #17, Suzanne Kantziper, 7, 9.

»8 BVC OH #17, Suzanne Kantziper, 11.
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Instances of anti-Semitism were mostly isolated to the schools and children who
were probably repeating things they had heard without really knowing what the
words meant. Former resident Lewis Kooden remembers that he ran into problems
with anti-Semitism starting with grammar school, when he started at Waters Avenue
School in 1938. Most of the anti-Semitism he encountered came from other

children, not the adult teachers:

| do remember a lot of times | had fo go down the alleys to gef home
because they would always want to fight me. ... | managed to cope
with it and | made a lot on non-Jewish friends. | guess | was pretty
smart because | got this boy, Johnny Groover who was the biggest boy
in the class, he became my best friend so nobody would mess with me
or Johnny Groover would take care of them.23°

The only time we experienced anti-Semitism was the children when we

went fo school. If the kids were angry with us, they'd say something like

'dirty Jew' or something like that. But in business we didn't see much. |

guess there was such a variety, that you could go to so many stores,

that if you didn't want to patronize a Jewish business, you didn't have

fo.240
However, for the most part the neighborhoods lived harmoniously together,
whether it be racially mixed pockets in the northern areas or African American
pockets right next to Caucasian pockets along Gwinnett Street. As a child, one
Jewish resident recalled playing with the neighborhood African American children
at Christmas and Hanukah time when they would all get skates as presents and

play in the street fogether.241

? Lewis Kooden, 2003, JAOH #91, Oral History Collection, SJA.
9 Suzanne Kantziper, 2002, JAOH #84, Oral History Collection, SJA.
#1 Suzanne Kantziper, BVC OH #17.
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GOVERNMENT SERVICES & PARKS
Police Stations

No permanent police station was ever located within the bounds of the Benjamin
Van Clark Neighborhood. For a brief fime, a small police post was located in

Grayson Park on the eastern side.?4?
Fire Stations

The closest fire station to the Benjamin Van Clark Neighborhood was Engine House
#7 located on Paulsen Street. Built in 1908, the building was designed by architect

Hyman Witcover.243

During World War ll, Harry Ginsberg, owner of Georgia Market at 701 Harmon Street,

served as a neighborhood air raid warden:

When the air attack sirens went off, he had fo put on his helmet and
gas mask and report fo the fire station around the corner on Gwinnett
Street. We had to stay inside our home with the window shades
tightly closed and the lights turned off.244

Post Offices

Many current residents remember a small post office, in use as late as the 1960s, on

the corner of Anderson Street and Waters Avenue.245

#2 “Sanborn Insurance Maps of Savannah, Georgia, 1916,” GHS.

# “Eastside National Register Nomination,” MPC.

4 Jane Rosenblum, "The Ginsberg Girls," (unpublished manuscript, 2002), unprocessed accession #2003-13, SJA.
5 Nancy Johnson, BVC OH #20.
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Grayson Park

Grayson Park, 1.75 acres, is the only planned green space within the Benjamin Van
Clark Neighborhood, laid out as part of Collinsvile. Bounded by Waldburg, Oft,
Harmon and Bolton streets, at one time the park had a fountain in it. In 1921, the
Park Commission described their work in the park, including the planting of grass
and frees, and the erection of a fountain. A list of plantings found in the records of
the Park Commission included seventy-one Azaleas, sixteen Camellia Japonicas,

ten Forsythias, and thirty other plant varieties. In the Commission’s report, the park

was highlighted:

When Dogwood frees are in blossom there is no more attractive sight

anywhere 246

Figure 74 Grayson Park, 1937%

¢ <1921 Annual Report,” MS 5600PC Park and Tree Commission Records, Box 1, Folder 6, GHS.
7 Cadastral Survey: Kelly Ward (1937), CCCH.
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However, area residents remember it only as an open green space:

There was a square with frees that now has a building on it; there was
no playground equipment.248

We would go there on Sunday when we were younger and go walk
through the park.24°
Today it accommodates a community building, the W. W. Law Center, and

swimming pool.25%0

Live Oak Park

Live Oak Park, 1.5 acres bounded by Collins Street, Cedar Street, Park Avenue, and
Live Oak Street, does not appear to have been originally set aside as a park.
Rather the lots on this block remained empty, except on the very eastern corners.

By 1916, the remaining lots were being utilized as a children’s playground.2s!
Over the years many area children met in the park to play:

We had friends by Live Oak Park and we would go over there,

otherwise they played in each other's houses and yards.2%2
In December of 1980, a petition with four-hundred names was presented to City
Council asking them to rename Live Oak Park for former Civil Rights leader Benjamin
Van Clark (see Chapter 4 Desegregation for more information on Clark and the Civil
Rights movement). The idea was originated by Leroy Pace, Jr. of the Savannah
Area Minority Confractors’ Association. At the time, the park was undergoing an
extensive renovation project. New playground equipment, lights, benches,

sidewalks, and landscaping were installed at a cost of roughly $90,000, partially

% Suzanne Kantziper, BVC OH #17.
#? Barbara Gore, BVC OH #24.
9 “Eastside National Register Nomination,” 8, MPC.

#! Jane Fishman, “Park Name is Reminder of Civil Rights Leader,” (SMN 28 Jun 1994, 1B), BF-Clark, GHS; “Sanborn
Insurance Maps of Savannah, Georgia, 19167, GHS.

%2 Suzanne Kantziper, BVC OH #17.
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funded by a grant to the City. Clark himself was working for the City's Department

of Parks and Recreation at this time.253

It's an honor and it's nice to know that people still think about you in
that fashion.-Benjamin Van Clark254
City Council did not act on the petition for two years, it wasn’t until December 9,

1982 that the change was approved:

Pet. #16809: Leroy Pace, Jr. requesting to name Live Oak Park in honor
of Benjamin Van Clarke [sic]. Approved-Mr. Pace was present in
Council and thanked Council for their approval of this request.25s
Today, Benjamin Van Clark Park has become a neighborhood landmark, lending its
name to the entire community and providing an ide<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>