Environmental Notice – Pressure Washing, Car Washes, Detail Shops
Water pollution degrades surface waters making them unsafe for wildlife and recreational activities
such as fishing and swimming. As authorized by the Clean Water Act, the National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit program controls water pollution by regulating
stormwater discharge. The City of Savannah is permitted by the Georgia Department of Natural
Resources EPD to discharge stormwater into waters of the State. The City’s permit sets specific
water quality standards, and requires the City to monitor its discharges to ensure compliance. The
EPD has named businesses that discharge non-stormwater, such as water from car washes, or
pressure washing operations, as “highly visible pollutant sources”.
Section 4-11014 of the City’s stormwater Ordinance prohibits the discharging, spilling, or dumping
of substances or materials which are not entirely composed of stormwater into the City’s stormwater
system, or into driveways, sidewalks, parking lots, streets, or other areas that discharge into the City’s
stormwater system. Provided that a business first obtains permission to do so, it may discharge its
wastewater into the City’s Sanitary Sewer System. Requests for permission should be directed to the
City’s Water Quality Control Department, Pre-Treatment Program, phone 650-7855.
Section 4-11014 of the City Stormwater Ordinance states: “Any person who is found to have willfully
and negligently failed to comply with any provision of this ordinance, and the orders, rules and
regulations, issued hereunder , shall be subject to a penalty not exceed one thousand dollars ($1000)
or imprisonment or both. Each day in which a violation shall occur or continue to occur shall be
deemed a separate and distinct offense. In addition of the penalties provided herein, any person
violating any provision of this article shall become liable to the City for any expense, loss or damage,
incurred by the City by reason of such violation.”
The City of Savannah’s NPDES Permit now requires that the City select a “highly visible pollutant
source” to be inspected each month. Your business has been named by the City as a potential site to
be inspected. Inspections will cover the following items.
Private stormwater drainage system.
Location of discharge to municipal stormwater system.
Procedures for using and disposing of detergents or other chemicals

For further information, contact William Hodgins, City Stormwater Management Department at
650-7855.

PRESSURE WASHING - PORTABLE CLEANING SYSTEMS BUSINESSES
APPLICANT NAME
BUSINESS NAME

BUSINESS ADDRESS
AND PHONE #

DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES

Initial
Below

Applicant agrees to maintain copies of material safety data sheets for each
chemical used in the course of their business and will keep a copy of each
chemical at the point of use (i.e. kept on the truck, storage area and in the
office).
Applicant agrees to follow chemical label requirements for safe and proper
use, and disposal..
Applicant understands that to dispose of wash water with cleaning agents,
soaps, detergents or biocides to curb drains, storm drains, ditches or canals
is prohibited under City ordinance.
Applicant agrees to secure all chemicals, fuel and fuel containing
equipment during transport to prevent their spillage to the City stormwater
system..
Applicant understands that if wash water contains cleaning agents, soaps,
detergents or biocides the applicant will be required to contain and
vacuum all washwater to prevent its discharge to curb drains, storm drains,
ditches or canals..
Applicant has read the City Stormwater Management Code cited below.

Describe the methods that the applicant will use to ensure compliance with the City’s Stormwater
Ordinance:
(Methods may include using only steam or hot water pressure washing system; if so provide
manufacturer and name, model number of equipment that will be used. Or the applicant may choose to
contain washwater on job site, vacuum and remove washwater for proper disposal. If so describe the
containment approach, vacuum system and plans for disposal.)

(use additional pages if necessary)

_______________________________________
Signed

_________________
Date

Code of Ordinances City of Savannah
CHAPTER 11. STORMWATER MANAGEMENT
Sec. 4-11004. Restrictions and limitations on the use of the city stormwater
system.
The primary purpose of the stormwater system is the conveyance of stormwater and other
permissible discharges as outlined in section 4-11027.
(1) No person shall discharge, spill, or dump substances or materials which are not
entirely composed of stormwater or discharges otherwise exempted in section 4-11027 of
this chapter into the city separate stormwater system or onto driveways, sidewalks,
parking lots, streets, or other areas that discharge into the city separate stormwater
system.
(2) It shall be unlawful for any person to maliciously, willfully, or negligently break,
damage, destroy, uncover, deface, modify, or tamper with any stormwater structure,
appurtenance, or equipment.
(3) It shall be unlawful, without prior written approval of the director, to alter in any
way any part of the stormwater system including, but not limited to, rerouting, removing,
deepening, widening, enlarging, filling or obstructing any part of the stormwater system
including fencing easements and rights-of-way which render the system inaccessible to
equipment necessary to perform maintenance and repairs.
(4) It shall be unlawful for any person to connect any pipe, open channel, or any other
conveyance system that discharges anything except stormwater or exempted discharges
listed in section 4-11027 of this chapter to the city separate stormwater system. Illicit
connections will be disconnected and redirected to the city sanitary sewer system upon
approval by the water pollution control director, at the expense of the responsible person.
(5) It shall be unlawful to increase stormwater quantity discharged to the city separate
stormwater system without an accepted stormwater management plan.
(Ord. of 12-7-1995(1), § 1)
Sec. 4-11029. Accidental discharge reporting requirements.
In the event of an accidental discharge to the city's separate stormwater system of
any material or substance other than stormwater runoff or those discharges specifically
excluded in section 4-11027, the stormwater department shall be contacted immediately
of the nature, quantity and time of occurrence of the discharge. The responsible party

shall take immediate steps to contain, treat or to otherwise minimize effects of the
discharge on the city's system and receiving streams. Immediate steps shall be taken to
ensure no recurrence of the discharge. A written report addressed to the director of
stormwater management detailing the date, time, cause, quantity, and characteristics of
the discharge and the corrective and preventative actions taken will be sent to the director
within five working days of the incident.
(Ord. of 12-7-1995(1), § 1)

To Be Completed by Stormwater Management Environmental Administrator
APPLICANT NAME_____________________________
CHECKLIST
PRESSURE WASHING
________

REFERRED BY BUSINESS LICENSE DEPT.

________

NAME, ADDRESS, OWNER, PHONE NO.

________

DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES

________

DESCRIPTION OF ADDITIVES

________

BMP’S ADDRESS POTENTIAL ILLICIT DISCHARGES

_____________________________________
REVIEWER

___________________________
DATE

DESCRIBE OTHER ITEMS NEEDED
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

ACTION TAKEN___________________________
DATE/TIME_______________________________
BY________________________________________

