CITY GOVERNMENT

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CITY COUNCIL

OCTOBER 8, 2009
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA


The regular meeting of Council was held this date at 2:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers of the City Hall.   Invocation was performed by Alderman Osborne, who remembered Malachi T. Cannon, Jr., brother of Dyanne C. Reese, Clerk of Council who died last week and with his funeral held on Saturday, October 3, 2009.  This was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  The Minutes from the meeting of September 24, 2009 and the Summary Minutes of the City Council workshop/City Manager briefing of September 24, 2009 were approved upon motion of Alderman Van Johnson, seconded by Alderman Tony Thomas, and carried.
Alderman Johnson stated before the City Council meeting this morning the Savannah City Council went into an Executive Session to discuss real estate and land acquisition.  No votes were taken and upon motion of Alderman Johnson, seconded by Alderman Thomas and carried, Mayor Johnson was authorized to sign the affidavit and resolution.   (SEE“RESOLUTIONS”).

PRESENT:
Mayor Otis S. Johnson, Presiding



Alderman Tony Thomas, Chairman of Council
                         Alderman Van Johnson, II, Vice-Chairman of Council, Aldermen Larry Stuber, Clifton Jones, Mary Osborne and Mary Ellen Sprague


City Manager Michael B. Brown



City Attorney James B. Blackburn

Asst. City Attorneys William W. Shearouse and Lester B. Johnson, III

ABSENT:
Mayor Pro Tem Edna Jackson and Alderman Jeff Felser (both out due to illness)
PRESENTATIONS

Ted Akins, President of the Savannah Exchange Club Fair Association, Inc. appeared with members of the Exchange Club.  They are celebrating their 60th anniversary this year from October 29 – November 8 for the Coastal Empire Fair.  Over these years their members have volunteered and raised millions of dollars for the youth of this community.  Their main beneficiary is the Victor B. Jenkins Boys Club.  On Friday October 30 they will have a grand opening of their improved facilities whereby they have upgraded their entrance and several buildings on the fair grounds.  There will be a reception for dignitaries followed by a dedication of a monument and flag for all veterans.  There will be a large firework show at 9:00 p.m. if the details and approval are worked out with the City Manager.  The City Council members are invited to attend.  They are also working with the City Manager to change the name of West 67 Street from Montgomery Street to the Fair Grounds on Meding Street to Coastal Empire Fair Drive.  They have received approval from the majority of the residents for the change.  They hope Council can support that change.  Mayor Johnson thanked Mr. Akins and the Exchange Club for the services they provide in helping our young people.  Alderman Jones asked that the Association contact the Feiler Terrace Neighborhood Association.  Mr. Akins said he has already asked for the President’s telephone number to involve them in the activities.  The fireworks will only be fifteen minutes.  Alderman Jones stated that the name change issue should also be channeled through the U. S. Post Office.  Mr. Akins said they will work with all parties involved to make this happen.  

Assistant City Manager Rochelle Toney and representatives of Mercy Housing SouthEast and the Sustainable Fellwood Development Team concerning the approval by Georgia Department of Community Affairs of Low Income Housing Tax Credits for Savannah Gardens Phase I and Sustainable Fellwood Phase III.  City Manager Brown stated that we may have some visuals and revitalization is a difficult job and oftentimes it is hard to understand the critical path in getting these types of tax credits.  This is a testimony to the development team, city team, Housing and Public Development and Developmental Services.  Everyone is elated today and aware that they still have their work cut out for them.  Ms. Toney thanked the City Manager and the Mayor and Aldermen.  This is a great opportunity to thank good teams that have worked tirelessly over the last couple of months and years to provide affordable housing in our community.  They would not have been able to achieve it without the support of City Council as a financial partner for both of these projects.  The City of Savannah has in an unprecedented way had two tax credits to be awarded to two different projects in this community.  As a result of Council’s support of the applications on April 23, 2009, Council adopted a resolution of support of Savannah Gardens, Phase I for 115 units of affordable family housing.  Council also supported by resolution for tax credits to DCA and authorized a $500,000 in CDBG loan from Community Housing Development Agency, Inc. (CHSA, Inc.) subject to all of its regularitory requirements.  She congratulated Mercy Housing as they had the third best score of the twenty-one tax credit applications funded this year.  It along with three other applicants received the largest tax credit award.  The sale of the credits by Mercy Housing should raise more than $8 million for construction.  This is in addition to the $2.5 million in NSP funds awarded Mercy Housing by DCA earlier this year.  This will go along way toward financing construction of the first 115 Savannah Gardens/Strathmore Apartments.  Development cost are estimated to be in the area of $16 million including building infrastructure and land cost.  Robin Haddock is here representing the applicant as well as Daryl Davis who is the Executive Direction of CHSA.  

We also congratulate Sustainable Fellwood Phase III which was the sixth best tax credit application.  These credits should raise more than $7 million for Sustainable Fellwood for 100 units of senior housing.   She recognized the Executive Director of the Housing Authority, Earline Davis and Sylvester Formey representing Sustainable Fellwood, Inc. These teams are also supported by her staff of Martin Feddy, Director of Housing with his staff, Carol Pierce and Peter Shonka of Developmental Services Director and City Engineer.   Robin Haddock of Mercy Housing thanked Council as they have had much success with the tax credit application in Savannah because of the support and commitment of the City of Savannah.  They will also be submitting an application for a HUD capital grant and if awarded, it would provide the funding to build two units specially for low income senior citizens.  Mr. Davis thanked the City staff and the Mayor and Aldermen for their support for CHSA.  Mrs. Davis thanked the Council on behalf of the Housing Authority for SPLOST funds for the infrastructure in Sustainable Fellwood and they are looking forward to completing the third phase.  They will soon be having a financial closing  on Phase II which provides 110 apartments.  When they sell the tax credits on Phase III, they will begin that closing process too.  They are very pleased be to  a part of the economic revitalization of our West Savannah community.  She grew up in this community and it brings her an enormous amount of pleasure to be a part of this program.  Mr. Formey thanks the City and all of those who have supported them through this third round and they expect to break ground next summer.  He is excited about this phase that we are providing for our senior.  There are great things happening in West Savannah.  Pam Oglesby a CHSA board member was also present.
Alderman Johnson said October is “Domestic Violence Awareness” month and we are very familiar with a variety of things happening throughout our nation and here in Savannah.  Domestic violence is still real and we see incidents of it in the entertainment community.  It is everywhere and especially rises during economic downturn.  He has asked Cheryl Branch, Director of SAFE Shelter to appear to announce the activities for October.  Ms. Branch thanked Alderman Johnson as every year he has someone from SAFE Shelter come and speak with the Youth Commission on dating violence which is a step toward intervention.  For the second year, members of the Youth Commission will be assisting them with their Candlelight visual, which is tomorrow night at 6: 00 p.m. in Forsyth Park.  Last year SAFE Shelter provided direct services to over 900 victims of domestic violence and their children.  None of their clients in 30 years have lost their life to their abusers.  There have been 48 intimate partner deaths across the state of Georgia with two in Savannah.  Two is two many and she thanked Council for their support.  She will leave them a schedule of events and brought each of them a purple ribbon.  She hopes to get the fountain in Forsyth Park dyed purple next year.  Mayor Johnson thanked Ms. Branch and her organization for creating public awareness and prevention activities.
Mayor Johnson said the American Planning Association designated Savannah one of the great places in America because of our parks and squares.  On yesterday there was a ceremony where the official recognition was given to the City of Savannah.  He has asked Mr. Bell in our PIO department to place it downstairs so that our visitors in City Hall can see the recognition.  Also on last Wednesday, he went to Atlanta to receive a plaque from the partnership for Sustainable Georgia for what we are doing here in Savannah.  This is a very unique plaque because it is made of all natural material of granite, slate and wood.  The City continues to receive recognition for their initiatives.  He thanked the staff of the City for their hard work and the support of the City Council.
Alderman Johnson introduced the thirty-five eight graders who were officially sworn in as members of the 2009-2010 Savannah Youth Council.  He stated that we have enjoyed great success with our Youth Council, receiving national attention for hosting a governmental youth leadership council designed for middle school students.  For the past five years this program was managed by our Clerk of Council and her staff.  During those years it was opened to 6, 7 and 8 graders.  In an effort for continual improvement, changes have been made.  The Youth Council will be managed by the Public Information Office under the leadership of Carliss Bates who has already proven herself to be energetic and creative.  Secondly, they have restricted the youth council to eight grade students only, with a narrow scope to be more effective and personally involved in the development of our young people.  We are committed to them and they will effectively and efficiently represent our City.  He asked the parents and guardians of these young people to stand.  The members were individually called forward and then administered the oath of office by Mayor Johnson.  Mayor Johnson added that each year every middle school in the County is sent letters opening up membership to every student who shows an interest in participating in the City of Savannah Youth Council.  Alix Battiste, a an 8th grader at Oglethorpe Charter school made comments on behalf of the Youth Council, thanking the City Council for their support and providing them this opportunity. 
REPORTS

PETITIONS
Herbert H. Kemp for Sandfly Community Betterment Association, Inc. – Petition 12412, requesting to install a gateway/welcome sign on City property (PIN 2-0148-01-001) at the entrance to the Sandfly community.  The location would be approximately 70 feet south of the intersection of Skidaway Road and Central Avenue.  The proposed 6’ wide by 3’5” high sign will be mounted on a 3’ x 8’2” planter and have an installed height of 5’.  The proposed wording, in reflective printing on white aluminum, is “Welcome to Sandfly … Built on community and faith”. Water Resources, Sanitation, and Development Services have reviewed the petition.  There are no water or sewer lines in the area, sanitation services will not be impacted, and the location of the sign will not pose a traffic hazard.  Stormwater Management recommends that the petition be approved with the stipulation that the installation of the sign shall not interfere with the designed function of a City maintained ditch near the requested site.  The Street Maintenance Director met with Mr. Kemp at the site and recommends that the petition be approved with the stipulation that landscaping and vegetation in the immediate vicinity of the sign shall be maintained by the Sandfly Community Betterment Association, Inc.  
Recommend advising the petitioner that the installation of the sign shall not interfere with
the designed function of a nearby drainage ditch and that the vegetation in the immediate
vicinity of the sign shall be maintained by the Sandfly Community Betterment 

Association, Inc.  Recommend further advising the petitioner that the encroachment
grants no ownership rights to the property and that, if ever required, the structure must be
 removed at petitioner’s expense.  Recommend approval. The City Manager stated that we usually approve for communities to construct entrances on the right of way if they meet certain safe conditions and this is a good location for the neighborhood to erect an appropriate sign.  Alderman Jones moved for approval of the recommendation and it was seconded by Alderman Thomas and carried.  Alderman Thomas commended Mr. Kemp for his continued service to the Sandfly community.  Mayor Johnson and Alderman Johnson added that they felt that this neighborhood will do a great job in the maintenance of this entranceway.

Dee Maner, President of Barklow, Inc. – Petition 12408, requesting the release of the Marshall’s Deed recorded at 155Z204 on the property known as Lot 9 Block 18 Garrard Ward, PIN 20075 07006 and also known as 635 E. 39th Street.  Recommend approval. All taxes, fees and penalties due on this property related to this claim have been paid in full.  Alderman Thomas moved for approval of the City Manager’s recommendation and it was seconded by Alderman Sprague and carried.   (See “RESOLUTIONS”.)
LEGISLATIVE  REPORTS
As advertised, the following alcoholic license petitions were heard. No one appeared in objection to the issuance of the licenses and upon motion of Alderman Thomas, seconded by Alderman Jones and carried, they were approved:

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE HEARINGS
Mark C. Bemis for Caraway Café & Market, Inc. d/b/a Caraway Café & Catering, requesting a beer and wine (package and drink with tasting) license at 5002 Paulsen Street, which had a 2006 beer and wine (package) license and is located between 66th and 67th Streets in District 4.  (New license at location.)  Recommend approval.  

Latasha S. Davis for Pizza Hut America, Inc. d/b/a Pizza Hut, requesting a beer (drink) license with Sunday sales at 11510 Abercorn Street, which had a 2009 beer (drink) license with Sunday sales and is located between Largo Drive and Mercy Boulevard in District 6.  (New manager/applicant.)  Recommend approval.  

Wayne Floyd for Piggy Wiggly Retail Stores Inc. d/b/a Piggy Wiggly No.100, requesting to transfer a beer and wine (package) license from Keith Fletcher at 2142 E. Victory Drive, which is located between Skidaway Road and Evergreen Avenue in District 3.  (New general manager/license holder.)  Recommend approval. 

Candy W. Munn for Food Lion, LLC d/b/a Food Lion No. 2150 requesting a beer, and wine (package) license at 2208 E. DeRenne Avenue, which is a new location between Skidaway Road and Athena Drive in District 3.  (New license at location.)  Recommend approval. The P-B-N (Planned Neighborhood-Business) zoning permits the sale of beer and wine by the package when incidental to other principal retail use.
Jeffrey Notrica t/a Dresser Palmer House, requesting to transfer a liquor, beer and wine (drink, hotel) license with Sunday sales from David Moore at 209-211 E. Gaston Street, which is located between Abercorn and Lincoln Streets in District 2.  Recommend approval.
Pravin Patel for Jay Prem Enterprise Inc, d/b/a J&P Food Mart, requesting to transfer a beer and wine (package) license from Hitesh Patel who was d/b/a El Cheapo at 8408 White Bluff Road, which is located between Montgomery Cross and Seneca Roads in District 4.  (New owner.)  Recommend approval.  The B-N (Neighborhood-Business) zoning permits the sale of beer and wine by the package when incidental to other principal retail use.  

Lawrence Pawlowski t/a Pour Larry's, requesting to transfer a liquor, beer and wine  (drink) license from John Bressler who was d/b/a John & Friends  at 206 W. Saint Julian Street, which is located between Barnard and Jefferson Streets in District 1.  (New owner/license holder.) Recommend approval. 
Raymond Lewis d/b/a Raymond’s Lounge & Restaurant, requesting a liquor, beer and wine  (drink) license with Sunday sales at 2016 Skidaway Road, which had a 2008 liquor, beer and wine  (drink) license with Sunday sales license and  is located between 36th and 37th Streets in District 3.  (New applicant.  Sunday sales request withdrawn.)  Recommend approval.   City Manager said it has been out practice to give notice to adjacent neighborhoods but for some reason in this case one or two neighborhoods were notified but not the one that is immediately adjacent.  This is an establishment that is not open and he now recommends that it be continued for two week to allow for appropriate notification and review.  Alderman Thomas moved that the hearing be continued until October 22, 2009 and it was seconded by Alderman Jones and carried.
ZONING HEARINGS
Cristy Lawrence, Agent for William L. Grainger, Petitioner/Owner (Z-090729-41093-2), requesting to rezone 802 Fort Argyle Road from R-A-CO (Residential -Agriculture-Annexed) and Belford PUD (Belford Planned Unit Development) to Belford PUD.  The Metropolitan Planning Commission recommends approval to rezone a 111.4 acre tract of land from R-A-CO to Belford PUD and a 624.6 acre tract of land from Belford PUD to Belford PUD (amended) in conjunction with an amendment to the current Belford PUD Master Plan to include all staff recommended conditions, measures for dust control and approval by the City Engineer.  The Master Plan is consistent with the Chatham County Savannah Tri-Centennial Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map.  The proposed rezoning will create a 107 acre lake which will be a visual and recreational amenity to the development within the Belford tract and will provide a more diverse residential component which will accommodate the needs of the general area.  The Master Plan will serve as the Future Land Use Map for this parcel.   The City Manager recommended approval.  Mr. Jim Hanson of the MPC stated that in 2006 City Council approved a rezoning in this area for Mr. Grainger known as the Belford PUD and the total site within this area comprises some 736 acres of land.  However, of  that amount approximately 111 acres was withheld from the PUD and retained its R-A in order to get a jump start on the elements in area in which it was the petitioner intent to create a single family subdivision on this parcel.  There was a subdivision plat and design approved by the MPC.  For many reasons and because of the economy, that plan has not come to fruition.  It is now the petitioner’s request to rezone this parcel to bring the 111 acres parcel into the total of the Belford PUD which amends this zone.  Along with that is a request that they be allowed to mine a portion of the site and within a five year period they will be creating a recreational area for the entire PUD with a 107 acre lake and a change in the amount of density and the types of units afforded this particular property.  The current approved plan is for 298 units of single family and the recommended plan today is for a multi-family development.  Once the barrow pit and mining operation ceases, then they will increase the dwelling units to 226.  The MPC recommends approval subject to the conditions outlined in the report which includes the allowance of the mining operations.  Restrictions that prohibit residential units from facing directly onto the main access road of the property with appropriate buffering and the applicant will be responsible for the duration of the mining operation, the upkeep and maintaining of Ft. Argyle Road for a distance of  one quarter mile in both directions as well as dust control and approval by the City Engineer.  Mayor Johnson asked if there was anyone here to speak on this public hearing.  No one appeared.  Alderman Johnson moved to close the hearing.  This was seconded by Alderman Thomas.  Alderman Stuber moved for approval of the MPC recommendation.  It was seconded by Alderman Thomas and carried. A vote was taken on the motion and it carried.  Ordinance to cover will be drawn up for presentation at the next meeting of Council.
ORDINANCES
Ordinance read for the first time in Council October 8, 2009,  then by unanimous consent of Council, read a second time, placed upon its passage, adopted and approved upon motion of Alderman Johnson, seconded by Alderman Thomas and carried.   


AN ORDINANCE

To Be Entitled

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND APPENDIX I, SECTION 226 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF SAVANNAH, GEORGIA (2003), PERTAINING TO SECTION 7-1111 OF SAID CODE, ‘I PROVIDE THAT THE STREETS NAMED HEREIN SHALL PERMIT PARKING AT THE LEFT HAND CURB; TO REPEAL ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES:

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah, Georgia, in regular meeting of Council assembled and pursuant to lawful authority thereof:

SECTION 1 That Appendix I, Section 226 of the Code of the City of Savannah, Georgia (2003), pertaining to Section 7-1111 of said Code, as amended, shall be amended as follows:

AMEND SECTION 226 PARKING AT LEFT RAND CURB PERMITTED

ENACT

Price Street from Taylor Street to Hartridge Street.

SECTION 2: All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED OCTOBER 8, 2009.

Ordinance read for the first time in Council October 8, 2009,  then by unanimous consent of Council, read a second time, placed upon its passage, adopted and approved upon motion of Alderman Johnson, seconded by Alderman Thomas and carried.   


AN ORDINANCE

To Be Entitled

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND APPENDIX I, SECTION 219 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF SAVANNAH, GEORGIA (2003) PERTAINING TO SECTION 7-1091 OF SAID CODE TO PROVIDE THAT TI STREET NAMED HEREIN SHALL PROHIBIT STOPPING, STANDING AND PARKING AT ALL TIMES; TO REPEAL ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND, FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah, Georgia, in regular meeting of Council assembled and pursuant to lawful authority thereof:

SECTION 1 That Appendix I, Section 219 of the Code of the City of Savannah, Georgia (2003), pertaining to Section 7-1091 of said Code, as amended, shall be amended by adding thereto the following:

AMEND SECTION 219. STOPPING. STANDING AND PARKING PROHIBITED AT ALL TIMES TO INCLUDE

PRICE STREET

On the east and west sides of Price Street from Bay Street to Taylor Street.
 On the east and west sides of Price Street from Hartridge Street to Victory Drive. 

On the west side of Price Street from Taylor Street to Hartridge Street.

 On the east side of Price Street from Taylor Street to Hartridge Street, exception Sundays between 8 AM and 3 PM and on Tuesdays between 6 PM and 8 PM.

SECTION 2:  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED:  OCTOBER 8, 2009.
Ordinance read for the first time in Council October 8, 2009,  then by unanimous consent of Council, read a second time, placed upon its passage, adopted and approved upon motion of Alderman Johnson, seconded by Alderman Thomas and carried.   


AN ORDINANCE
To Be Entitled

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND APPENDIX I, SECTION 219 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF SAVANNAH, GEORGIA (2003) PERTAINING TO SECTION 7-1091 OF SAID CODE TO PROVIDE THAT THE STREET NAMED HEREIN SHALL PROHIBIT STOPPING, STANDING AND PARKING AT ALL TIMES; TO REPEAL ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT  HEREWITH; AND, FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah, Georgia, in regular meeting of Council assembled and pursuant to lawful authority thereof:

SECTION 1: That Appendix I, Section 219 of the Code of the City of Savannah, Georgia (2003), pertaining to Section 7-1091 of said Code, as amended, shall be amended as follows:

AMEND SECTION 219 STOPPING. STANDING AND PARKING PROHIBITED AT ALL TIMES TO INCLUDE

PRICE STREET

DELETE

On both sides of Price Street from the east line of East Broad Street to Bay Street.

On the east and west sides of Price Street from Bay Street to Victory Drive.
SECTION 2: All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED: OCTOBER 8, 2009.
First Readings
Mandatory Alcohol Server Training, Registration, and Permitting.  An ordinance to amend the Alcoholic Beverage Ordinance to provide for mandatory training of certain employees of all alcohol beverage establishments; to provide for a permit for all managers of all alcohol beverage establishments licensed for consumption on the premises; to provide for mandatory training and permitting of certain employees of all bars, lounges, nightclubs, or hybrid/restaurants; to establish an effective date; and for other purposes.  
City Manager Brown said this is a vital part of our effort to sustain our entertainment, food and beverage industry, by making sure it is responsible with a particular emphasis on underage drinking.  This is in response to Council’s request to require servers, door controllers and bartenders to receive training with certification.  We began to draft an ordinance and meet openly with people in the industry to make a proposal about registration and certification for responsible parties.  An issue was raised earlier about extending this approach to customers and employees and everyone who is involved in this type of business.  This ordinance targets management and employees.  This is a concern for customers, especially underage who try to pass falsified identification and in the Pre-meeting we discussed the penalties for such person convicted for this type of behavior and it will be addressed with the City Attorney.  We need cooperation from the state for a more sophisticated and statewide system of good identification with bar codes and holograms to prohibit counterfeit cards from being issued.  This ordinance addresses those servers who would be required training for certification which much be maintained with a check of their criminal background.  It they have an offense or violent crime, it would affect their ability to carry this out and this will need to be considered in issuing them certification. This ordinance will allow establishment to hire, but there will be a short grace of two weeks and the server information would need to be on file.  This would apply to bars, lounges and hybrid establishments.  It does not address everyone, but everyone involved in the alcoholic sales business will be trained.  This is a reasonable step as the training is concise and inexpensive and not a burden for these establishments.  A third category was all restaurants workers who serve alcohol also having such a card.  The present ordinance does not call for that requirement.  The ordinance is on first reading today and will come back for second reading at the next meeting of Council.  The ordinance has been posted on the web site so those who wish to make comments can do so.
Alderman Johnson said he envisioned the ordinance requirements to include anyone who had occasion to sell alcohol.  Technically, someone can have a violation in a bar and then go to work at a restaurant the next day and do the same thing.   He has enjoyed a good relationship with the restaurant industry but if we are going to have a protocol that is exhaustive, then we need to do it right for the very beginning.  We need to include any server in a bar, lounge and restaurants for mandated training and certification.  Alderman Thomas said we had much discussions on this issue in Pre-Council and he is concerned that we are not addressing the cause which are the underage violator who are walking away with a very light fine that is left to the discretion of the courts. We have spent months on addressing this issue which occurred ultimately because someone underage broke the law, leaving that bar the owner and employees in a situation they would need to answer.  We need to help of the courts to send a strong message to the underage violator.  Once something is passed, then we will not end there, but explores ways to tighten and strengthen the punitive end to the person who violates and causes all these problems for the establishment. Trina Brown said she is a local business owner who has had a license for almost 15 years.  She owns the Rail Pub at 405 West Congress Street.  She believes this ordnance has only one good subsection in it that will benefit the community and that is Section (a), Mandatory Training.  Adopting an ordinance for consistent education and understanding the laws and responsibility for dispensing alcohol is a proactive approach for a safer community.  A vote for the ordinances as it is written now punishes citizens who choose to work in local small owned business by forcing them to forfeit their privacy, by paying fees for background checks and a manager and employee permit.  This ordinance denies citizens to work after they have paid their debt to society.  To not require and hold accountable the servers and licensee holders for the Savannah Sand Gnats Concessions, Daffin Park Special Events Dispensing, Waterfront Association Dispensing, City Market Association Dispensing, Hotel/Catering, full service restaurants like Chili's Restaurant, Outback, Carrabba's and the Savannah Civic Center and any other exempt organization from this ordinance, undermines the purpose and goals that the Council set out to accomplish by directing staff to draft this ordinance.  The extra focus and sanctions suggested in this ordinance for some types of businesses, most are small locally owned in the hospitality industry, will not defuse the exact same issues and concerns you have with other business practices in the same industry.  If you were to adopt this ordinance as written it should be all licensees and their agents, not some.  As a license holder she wants to be a good neighbor and hire good people and the policy should to be fair and equitable.  She hopes Council will made small local businesses partners and not adversaries.  She feels there are a lot of holes for registration, permitting and the sanctions of potentially losing you job and what those sanctions will be.  Previously you lost your job for three years and  because the propose changes she is still concern about what those sanctions will be. Alderman Jones said he felt she raised some valid points and asked that she leave a copy of her statement with the City Manager for consideration.  This is just the first reading of the ordinance and is not in its final form.  He noticed an editorial in the newspaper relative to this ordinance and the associated costs for background checks, permitting, etc.  City Manager Brown said it would be in the Revenue ordinances, but we have said publicly it would cost $25.00 which would include the background check and would be good for two years.  Because the issue has been opened up to the community, others are coming in and offering training for $20 per person or less.  Training may also be offered free.  Alderman Johnson said the City also offered training for a very nominal cost.  City Manager Brown said they now encourage the industry to take the lead in the training and we will step in if we did not see other providers coming forward.  Mayor Johnson asked if the list read by Ms. Brown listing exemptions was accurate.  The City Manager stated the exemptions really go to the issue of whether or not restaurants would be exempts.  This draft does exempt restaurants as the bars have been the principle problem.  To add the restaurants would add 500 to 700 additional people.  All those listed by Ms. Brown are exempts because they are not bars..  City Attorney Blackburn said the ordinance is on first reading, printed and will be in the minutes.  The citizen has specially stated certain things and it is difficult to compare the words of the ordinance and her statement.  He asked that her statement be given to the City Clerk.  Mayor Johnson asked Ms. Brown to continue reading from her list and because those events were not bars, they would be exempt. Mr. Adams Scott owner of Sharon’s Lounge said  he has a very small family owned business.  He pays his license fee every year which increases every two and is now $4,000.  He is taxed 3% for pouring alcohol and now we are being asked to pay to serve the alcohol.  He is trying to understand where they are going with this new provision.  When underage people come into his business, he really screens his customers who are served only by him and his wife.  He is well known in the neighborhood and he does not have a problem of allowing underage people in his business.  He is not like businesses on River Street and he feels this is just another money making process.  Mayor Johnson thanked him for his comments. Mr. Pino Venetico owner of Il Pasticcio Restaurant  appeared on behalf of his business and the Georgia Restaurant Association.  He said in reading the proposed ordinance  it says “any person who has been convicted of violation of any law of ordinance governing the sale of alcohol beverages, crimes of moral turpitude, violent crimes or possession of  illegal drugs in 36 months immediately proceeding date of applicant shall be ineligible to receive a server’s permit.”  He has a hard time trying to find qualified people in this industry and although he agrees with training for the restaurants, he has not seen the problems in the restaurants that are in the bars,  he cautioned Council of applying the entire ordinance to the whole industry.  Alderman Thomas said Ms. Brown noted organizations that were exempt .  For example the Waterfront Association is there pouring beer for the St. Patrick’s festival and other event days.  This ordinance does not deal with them selling hamburgers, but the individual folks who set tents up, sell different foods that along  with the businesses on  River Street. This has nothing to do with food or coke sales.  City Market does not have this every day, but they too have a pouring license for special events.  There does need to be a training component and we need to work this through so that everyone can come into compliance.  He does not feel it right that certain people are brought in and then there are those  who are left out even those who come into town  and purchase temporary permits.  We need to address this issue as well as underage drinking.  Someone can go into a restaurant and not order food, but sit at the bar and drink all night.  Mr. Venetico said the training is important, but to include the whole population of restaurant  is wrong when the true problem  is underage drinking.  Full license restaurants do not have this problem.  Again he cautioned Council to consider the consequences of preventing them from having qualified staff.  Alderman Johnson asked him if he would trust those not qualified to work into his business.  The problems we have encountered over the past few years have been with restaurants.  Mr. Venetico said Council should be careful how they go about address this ordinance.  Attorney Blackburn said this is a first reading public hearing which has brought about some good information.  It is a method of legislation to classify businesses.  The proposed ordinance before Council levies this charge and requirement on certain classified businesses.  The debate before the second reading should be as to whether or not you want to add additional classified businesses to be covered under the terms of this ordinance. If so, you should direct the staff to broaden the requirements with an amendment for  additional classifications.  Mayor Johnson asked the Council if they wished to instruct the staff to broaden the classifications to cover the exemptions brought forth today.  Alderman Johnson moved for approval of the City Attorney recommendation and it was seconded by Alderman Thomas and carried with only Alderman Jones voting no.  Alderman Jones said as the ordinance is  only in draft form,  we need to clarify the issues brought forth today by Council and Ms. Brown. He does not feel that those who hold annual events need to go through this particular permitting process.  In the case of restaurants, they are pouring alcohol beverages therefore they should submit.  Mayor Johnson said if they are pouring in Daffin Park with 1,000 people and underage kids, without training and proper instruction, we are condoning a situation that could violate the law.  In answer to a question of Alderman Sprague, City Manager Brown stated the permit would cost $25.00 for two years and the training takes about two hours  at a cost of  $20.00.  Once you have received the training you can recertify if you are still in good standing.  Alderman Thomas  added this only involves restaurants with pouring licenses.  City Manager Brown said they focused on the problem area  of  bars and lounges  which are over 250 people.  If restaurants are added the number would probably triple.  Mayor Johnson said in the Pre-Council meeting we said we would phase  in this policy during a 3, 6 and 9 month process. Mr. Michael Gaster said his concern is the background check and employment eligibility.  He felt it should be stricken from the ordinance based on various inconsistencies with the state constitution.   He asked if current employees who fail to meet the background investigation check compliance be subject to  termination.  City Manager Brown said no, but we would take into consideration at that location if a door controller had been recently convicted of a violent crime it should be known by the operator.  Mr. Gaster said he does not believe the City is in the business of determining employment eligibility according to Article 9 Section 2, Paragraph 3 of supplementary powers of the state constitution.  City Manager Brown said this proposed ordinance mirrors the existing law for taxi drivers as they are subject to certain background checks for criminal driving offenses or offenses that will affect their ability to safely operate a cab.  This is not employment law.  The City Attorney stated that this ordinance is not unusual and believes it will past legal muster.  Mayor Johnson read out the violations that would make a manager ineligible:  A crime of moral turpitude, violent crimes or possession of illegal drugs.  It does  not say waiter, bartender or door person.  Mr. Gaster said a part of the justice system is that when someone serves their time, they are welcomed back into society.  Mayor Johnson responded to him by repeating the violations that would prohibit someone from serving in a management position under violation of serious crimes.  If they work hard as a waiter and do well over a 36 month period, they maybe eligible for management.  Alderman Osborne asked Mr. Gaster if he does background checks on those he hire.  Mr. Gaster  responded he usually does not.  He is not an attorney, but if he is hiring someone and believes they have rebound from past behavior, it should be his decision to hire.  Alderman Johnson said there are other municipalities that have very similar laws. Mayor Johnson thanked Mr. Gaster for his opinion.
The following ordinance placed on First Reading:

ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE ORDINANCE, CITY OF SAVANNAH CODE PART 6, CHAPTER 1, ARTICLE H, TO PROVIDE FOR REGULATIONS GOVERNING EMPLOYEES OF BUSINESSES LICENSED TO SELL AND DISPENSE ALCOHOL; TO PROVIDE FOR MANDATORY TRAINING FOR EMPLOYEES OF SAID BUSINESSES; TO PROVIDE FOR REGISTRATION AND PERMITTING OF EMPLOYEES OF SAID BUSINESSES; TO PROVIDE DEFINITIONS; TO PROVIDE FOR PROCEDURES FOR PERMITTING EMPLOYEES; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND TO REPEAL ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah, in regular meeting of Council assembled and pursuant to lawful authority thereof, that the City of Savannah Code of Ordinances shall be amended by adding Section 6-1227 to Part 6, Chapter 1, Article H, which shall read as follows:
Section 6-1227:  Employee regulations

(a).  Mandatory training:  All alcoholic beverage license holders, all persons designated as operators or managers of an alcoholic beverage retail outlet, and persons employed by such businesses as employees agents or subcontractors that  dispense, sell, serve, take orders, or mix alcoholic beverages, as well as persons employed as doorpersons or security, shall attend a server training program and obtain a certificate of satisfactory completion of a server training program.  All server training programs must be approved by the City Manager.  This provision applies to all establishments holding a license to dispense alcoholic beverages for consumption on premises and for all retail package stores dispensing for consumption off-premises.

(b). Manager’s permit:  Every person licensed under this chapter for the retail sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption on premises shall employ and designate one or more persons as manager/operators for the licensed establishment.  At least one such designated manager shall be at the licensee’s establishment and present on the premises during all times that alcoholic beverages are being consumed thereon, and such manager shall be in charge of the premises and responsible for the actions of the employees and customers of the licensed establishment.  In lieu of being present on the premises, the manager shall be authorized to certify that the manager shall have the ability to be, and will be, present on the premises within 45 minutes of being notified of the need for his or her presence on the premises. Under certain conditions, the licensee may designate an employee who has had server training and holds a server permit to serve as a designated manager-on-duty.

(1) Each person designated as a manager/operator must obtain a manager’s permit by making application on a form provided by the Revenue Department within three days of the date of employment.  Upon receiving the completed application and payment of the required permit fee, the Revenue Department will refer the applicant to the police department to be photographed and fingerprinted and the police department will perform a criminal background check and report findings to the Revenue Department as to eligibility of the applicant for a manager’s permit.  The fee for the manager permit shall be as provided for in the annual Revenue Ordinance.

(2)  Any person who has been convicted of a violation of any law or ordinance governing the sale of alcoholic beverages, crimes of moral turpitude, violent crimes, or possession of illegal drugs in the thirty-six months immediately preceding the date of application shall be ineligible to receive a manager’s permit.

(3)  Upon receipt of the police background report indicating eligibility for the permit and proof of completion of the mandatory server training program the Revenue Department will issue the manager’s permit.  This permit should be issued within two weeks of the date of employment by the manager.  Manager’s permits shall expire one year from the date of issue and must be renewed prior to expiration.  

(c)  Server permits:  Every licensee for an establishment licensed to dispense alcoholic beverages for consumption on premises classified for licensing as a bar, lounge, nightclub, or hybrid/restaurant as defined in this chapter shall require all persons employed as servers, bartenders, doormen, or any other employee, agent, or subcontractor with the responsibility for handling, serving, mixing, or dispensing of alcoholic beverages to register and file an application for a server permit from the Revenue Department no later than three days after the date of employment. The applicant for the permit shall pay a permit fee as provided for in the annual revenue ordinance.

Businesses classified as full-service restaurants or limited service restaurants for purposes of alcohol licensing shall be exempt from this requirement.  However, in the event of a violation of local ordinances or state law governing dispensing of beverage alcohol or violations of other disqualifying offenses as provided in this section, such businesses may be required to comply with the provisions of this section governing registration and permitting of employees.

(1) Upon receiving the completed application and payment of the required permit fee, the Revenue Department will refer the applicant to the police department to be photographed and fingerprinted and the police department will perform a criminal background check and report findings to the Revenue Department as to eligibility for a server permit.

(2)  Any person who has been convicted of a violation of any law or ordinance governing the sale of alcoholic beverages, crimes of moral turpitude, violent crimes, or possession of illegal drugs in the thirty-six months immediately preceding the date of application shall be ineligible to receive a server permit.

(3)  Upon receipt of a criminal background report indicating eligibility for a permit and proof of completion of the mandatory server training, the Revenue Department will issue the server permit.  The permit will be issued no later than two weeks after the date of employment.  The server permit shall expire two years from the date of issue and it must be renewed prior to expiration.

 (d)  Licensee to maintain records:  The licensee shall maintain on the licensed premises a register of all employees required to attend mandatory server training and required to obtain a manager or server permit along with a copy of the training certificate, copy of government issued photo identification, and copy of manager or employee permit required for each employee.  Upon request of City of Savannah police officer or code enforcement officers, the licensee or manager on duty must present a manifest indicating employees on duty required to hold a permit. 

(e)  Revenue Department to maintain registry:  The Revenue Department will maintain a registry and track the status of all permitted managers and employees required to obtain permits herein described.  

(f)  Licensee and permit holders required to report violations:  All licensees and all individuals holding manager or employee permits shall report to the City of Savannah Revenue Department any citation, convictions, or administrative sanctions imposed upon them by any governmental agency within ten days of the occurrence of the incident or event that results in the citation, conviction, or hearing decision.  

(g)  Permits to be carried on person and presented on demand:  The holder of an alcoholic beverage employee permit shall keep the same on their person at all times while working in any licensed premises and shall display the same upon the request of any police officer or code enforcement official of the City of Savannah.  Expired, suspended, or revoked permits will be collected by any police officer or code enforcement officer.

(h)  Sanctions for violations for permit holders:  Any holder of an alcoholic beverage manager or server permit who is cited for a violation of this chapter or a state law governing dispensing of alcohol or who is adjudicated of, or pleads guilty or nolo contendre to, or forfeits any bond for any act described in this section as a disqualifying offense shall be subject to sanctions to include revocation or suspension of his or her permit.  

(1)  Permit holders cited for violations as described in this section shall be subject to the penalties as described in Section 6-1226 of this ordinance.

(2)  Cause for suspension or revocation of permit shall be as follows:


(a) Violations of any city ordinance or state law governing the dispensing of beverage alcohol;


(b)  Criminal offenses, arrests or convictions, as previously described in this section.

(c)  Any material false statement or omission relating to any alcoholic beverage manager or employee permit issued, including but not limited to any material false statement, omission, or misrepresentation on any permit application.

(i)  All businesses subject to this section and required to comply with the provisions of this ordinance must be in compliance no later than four months (120 days) from the adoption date of this ordinance.

(j)  All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict here with are hereby repealed.  This ordinance shall become effective upon adoption.

***************************
RESOLUTIONS
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF SAVANNAH AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN AFFIDAVIT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah as follows: At the meeting held on the  8th day of October, 2009 the Council entered into a closed session for the purpose of discussing real estate and land acquisition. At the close of the discussions upon this subject, the Council reentered into open session and herewith takes the following action in open session: 

1.
The actions of Council and the discussions of the same regarding the matter set forth for the closed session purposes are hereby ratified; 

2.
Each member of this body does hereby confirms that to the best of his or her knowledge, the subject matter of the closed session was devoted to matters within the specific relevant exception(s) as set forth above; 

3.
The presiding officer is hereby authorized and directed to execute an affidavit, with full support of the Council in order to comply with O.C.G.A. §50-14-4(b);17

4.
The affidavit shall be included and filed with the official minutes of the meeting and shall be in a form as required by the statute. 

ADOPTED AND APPROVED THIS 8th DAY OF OCTOBER, 2009 UPON MOTION OF ALDERMAN JOHNSON, SECONDED BY ALDERMAN THOMAS AND CARRIED.
************************************
Recovery Zone Facility Bond Allocation to SEDA.  A resolution approving the allocation of the City’s Recovery Zone Facility Bond limitation to the Savannah Economic Development Authority (SEDA) for use to benefit the Savannah Mill of the International Paper Company (IP).  The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) authorizes the issuance of “recovery zone facility bonds” to finance private business improvements to encourage economic development.  The Savannah limitation for this type of bond was set by an ARRA formula at $3,307,000.  This limitation expires on December 31, 2010.  IP has requested through SEDA that the Savannah limitation (as well as the Chatham County limitation of $3,562,000) be allocated to SEDA for use to finance improvements to the IP Savannah Mill.  Chatham County plans to act on the request with regard to its limitation at the regular meeting of the County Commissioners on October 13th.  These actions will allow IP to make over $6 million worth of improvements at the Savannah Mill financed under favorable terms which will contribute to the retention of employment opportunities for City residents.  Any financing made under this allocation will be secured solely by IP and will not constitute any type of obligation for the City.  Recommend approval.

********************************

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND ALDERMEN
OF THE CITY OF SAVANNAH allocating the cIty’s recovery zone facility bond limitation to the SAVANNAH ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY AND INTERNATIONAL PAPER COMPANY FOR THE BENEFIT OF INTERNATIONAL PAPER COMPANY and designating a recovery zone

WHEREAS, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (the “Act”) amended the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”), by authorizing the issuance of recovery zone facility bonds to finance recovery zone property (as defined in the Act) in recovery zones, which include areas having significant poverty, unemployment, rate of home foreclosures or general distress; and 

WHEREAS, at the request of International Paper Company, a corporation duly organized and validly existing under the laws of the State of New York (the “Company”), the Savannah Economic Development Authority (the “Authority”) proposes to issue recovery zone facility bonds for the benefit of the Company in order to finance the acquisition, construction or renovation of recovery zone property, consisting of capital expenditures to assist the Company in maintaining its competitiveness (the “Project”), and thereby assisting the Company in the retention of employment at the Company’s Savannah Mill (the “Mill”) located at 1201 West Lathrop Avenue in the environs of the City of Savannah, Georgia (the “City”); and
WHEREAS, the City received an allocation of recovery zone facility bond limitation in the amount of $3,307,000, pursuant to Section 1400U-1 of the Code; and
WHEREAS, the Mill, while in unincorporated territory of Chatham County, is located within an Industrial Area designated and created by amendment to the Georgia Constitution, and receives certain municipal services provide by the City, and Company pays to the City an Industrial Area Tax levied upon the Mill, thus the proposed Project will be a direct benefit to the City; and 
WHEREAS, the City desires to approve the allocation of the City’s recovery zone facility bond limitation to the Authority and the Company for the benefit of the Company to finance the Project; and 
WHEREAS, to retain employment opportunities for residents of the City, including Mill employees and vendors and their employees and to further economic development in the City, the City desires to designate the boundaries of the Mill as a recovery zone, pursuant to Section 1400U-1 of the Code.  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah and IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, as follows: 

Section 1.
The allocation of the City’s recovery zone facility bond limitation in the amount of $3,307,000 to the Authority and the Company for the benefit of the Company to finance the Project is hereby approved. 

Section 2.
To retain employment opportunities for residents of the City, including Mill employees and vendors and their employees, and to further economic development in the City, the area comprising the boundaries of the Mill is hereby designated as a recovery zone, pursuant to Section 1400U-1 of the Code.
Section 3.
This resolution does not constitute an endorsement to a prospective purchaser of any recovery zone facility bonds of the creditworthiness of the Company or the Project, and any recovery zone facility bonds shall not constitute an indebtedness or obligation of the State of Georgia or any county, municipal corporation or political subdivision thereof, but any recovery zone facility bonds shall be payable solely from the revenues derived from the Company and pledged to the payment thereof, and no owner of any recovery zone facility bonds shall ever have the right to compel any exercise of the taxing power of the State of Georgia or any county, municipal corporation or political subdivision thereof, nor to enforce the payment thereof against any property of the State of Georgia or of any such county, municipal corporation or political subdivision.
APPROVED this 8th day of October, 2009 UPON MOTION OF ALDERMAN THOMAS, SECONDED BY ALDERMAN JOHNSON AND CARRIED..

**************************
Fee Simple Deed – John B. O’Rand and Eleanor R. O’Rand.  A resolution to authorize the granting of a deed to John B. O’Rand and Eleanor R. O’Rand for property located at 8309 Meadowbrook Drive, PIN 2-0478-01-005.  On August 28, 2008, Council declared this property surplus to the needs of the City and agreed to offer it to the adjoining property owner(s).  The property, legally described as Lot 5, Block 1, Mayfair Subdivision, was acquired in 2003 because of repetitive flooding and damages to the existing structure.  The building was demolished in 2005.  The property owners to the south of this lot, John B. and Eleanor O’Rand expressed interest in acquiring the land and agreed to the City’s restrictions regarding future use.  The O’Rands have submitted a check in the amount of $8,943.00 for the purchase of the property, including associated survey, title and recording fees. At the City’s request, the surplus lot has been recombined with the O’Rand’s property at 8311 Meadowbrook as shown in the “Minor Recombination” plat prepared by Joseph J. Stuckey Jr. and recorded in the office of the Clerk of Superior Court of Chatham County.  The City will retain a utility easement across the southern boundary of the property for maintenance and operation of the storm water line that was constructed as part of the project.  There is an existing utility easement along the northern property line of the O’Rand lot, which the City will preserve.  These easements shall remain clear of permanent structures and are reflected on the recombination survey. Recommend authorizing the City Manager to sign the Fee Simple Deed transferring the property located at 8309 Meadowbrook Drive to John B. O’Rand and Eleanor R. O’Rand.  Recommend approval.

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE GRANTING OF A DEED TO JOHN B. O’RAND AND ELEANOR R. O’RAND FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 8309 MEADOWBROOK DRIVE, PIN 2-0478-01-005.

WHEREAS, the within described property was declared surplus to the City’s needs on the 28th day of August, 2008; and

WHEREAS, the designated property has been deemed to be a non-conforming parcel, unsuitable for use or development by anyone other than the adjoining property owners; and

WHEREAS, under O.C.G.A. § 36-37-6(g), the City of Savannah may offer such property for sale to the adjacent owners; and

WHEREAS, John B. O’Rand and Eleanor R. O’Rand are the owners of property adjacent to

the subject parcel; and

WHEREAS, the only other adjacent property owners have waived their interest in the property; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah have approved the conveyance of the property John B. O’Rand and Eleanor R. O’Rand, for fair market value, subject to a drainage easement for the maintenance and operation of storm water lines across said property; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah in regular meeting of Council assembled, that the City Manager is authorized to execute a Fee Simple Deed to John B. O’Rand and Eleanor R. O’Rand, to the property described herein, and the Clerk of Council to attest said Deed and affix the City’s seal.


EXHIBIT A

                                                               LEGAL DESCRIPTION

ALL that certain lot or parcel of land situate, lying and being in the County of Chatham and State of Georgia and known on a map recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the Superior Court of Chatham County, Georgia, in Subdivision Map Book B, Page 7, as Lot Number Five (5), Block One (1), Mayfair Subdivision, and being more fully described as follows, to-wit: Commencing at the point at which the northern line of Montgomery Cross Road intersects the western line of Meadowbrook Road, thence North 17°16’40” East a distance of four hundred twenty (420) feet to a point which is the point of beginning, thence North 72°43’20” West a distance of one hundred forty (140) feet to a point, thence North 17°16’40” East a distance of ninety-five (95) feet to a point, thence South 72°43’20” East a distance of one hundred forty (140) feet to a point, thence South 17°16’40” West a distance of ninety-five (95) feet to the point of beginning, all of which will appear by reference to a plat by Thomas and Hutton Engineering Company dated May 15, 1972, and recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the Superior Court of Chatham County, Georgia, in Plat Record V, Page 254.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 8th   day of October, 2009 UPON MOTION OF ALDERMAN OSBORNE, SECONDED BY ALDERMAN THOMAS AND CARRIED.

*********
A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTION OF A QUIT CLAIM DEED FOR BARKLOW, INC. TO REDEEM THE PROPERTY IDENTIFIED AS LOT 9, BLOCK 18, GARRARD WARD, PIN 20075 07006, 635 E. 39TH STREET, IN CONSIDERATION OF THE PAYMENT OF ALL TAXES AND/OR ASSESSMENTS DUE AND THE PETITIONER’S OWNERSHIP INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY. 
A RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, on the 8th  day of October , 2009, the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah, upon petition of BARKLOW, INC. to redeem the property identified as Lot 9, Block 18, Garrard Ward, PIN 20075 01006, 635 E SI, Savannah, Chatham County, Georgia, and that said property be conveyed to BARKLOW, INC, upon the payment of all taxes and/or assessments due; and

WHEREAS, the granting of said conveyance by Quit Claim Deed is approved upon evidence that all taxes and assessments have been satisfied on said property; and the petitioner has ownership interest in said property.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved and approved by the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah assembled that a Quit Claim Deed be executed conveying Lot 20, Barry Ward, PIN 20053 21002, situated in the City of Savannah, Chatham County, Georgia, and the City Manager and Clerk of Council are hereby authorized and directed to execute such a Quit Claim Deed as is necessary to effectuate the transfer of all of the rights, title, interest, and equity the City of Savannah has in and to said property.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 8th day of OCTOBER, 2009 UPON MOTION OF ALDERMAN JONES, SECONDED BY ALDERMAN THOMAS AND CARRIED.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS
Final Plat – Creek Side Subdivision.  Recommend approval of the final plat for Creek Side Subdivision, a subdivision of Lots 3, 4, 5 and 6 of a subdivision of Lot 1 of the Florine Brannen Tract in District 4.  The City Manager recommendation was approved upon motion of Alderman Osborne, seconded by Alderman Thomas and carried.
Floodplain Management Plan.  The City has completed the process of updating its National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) Community Rating System (CRS) 510 Floodplain Management Plan.  A stakeholders group including City staff, the consultants and citizens has identified and prioritized 48 activities for the City to pursue over the next one to five years.  This necessary due diligence is consistent with the City’s drainage plan.  


The 510 Plan recommends a variety of techniques to protect citizens from floods through zoning, federal grants, regulatory enforcement, drainage maintenance, outreach efforts, and studies.  The Plan will require annual review and should be a valuable asset to the Stormwater Department, CRS program, Real Property Services Department, and CIP program.


Insurance Services Office (ISO) scored the plan 254 CRS points.  With the City's adoption and approval of the Plan, the City completes its contract with URS, Inc. and starts the process of concluding the Flood Mitigation Assistance planning grant with FEMA.  Recommend approval.
The City Manager’s recommendation was approved upon motion of Alderman Thomas, 

seconded by Alderman Jones and carried.
BIDS, CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS
Upon motion of Alderman Thomas, seconded by Alderman Stuber and carried, the following bids, contracts and agreements were approved:

Bacon Park Golf Course Agreement Renewal. The 27-hole Bacon Park Golf Course is situated on 230 acres and includes a putting green, chipping, green, lighted driving range, clubhouse and various maintenance and operational buildings.  Until 1989, the City operated the golf course with a required annual General Fund subsidy.  
The General Fund subsidies ended starting in 1989 when the City entered into a nine year management agreement with American Golf.  In 1998, the City entered into an eight year management agreement with a local company, EDR, Inc.  The agreement with EDR was extended in 2006. EDR’s agreement to manage the golf course expires February 28, 2010.  The current agreement permits a second four year extension after which a new RFP will be issued.  The second four year extension is recommended for several reasons: 
· EDR’s proven ability to manage Bacon Park

· EDR has kept up the fundamentals of the course and turf conditions

· The Golf Course Fund no longer requires a General Fund subsidy

· The golf course debt service has been paid in full using most of the $1,026,000 EDR will have paid to the City by the end of the agreement

· EDR will have spent $1,026,000 on capital improvements
The four-year extension would begin on March 1, 2010 and end on February 28, 2013.  EDR would pay the City $102,000 annually and complete $100,000 in Capital Improvements.  The extension would also include various fee increases of approximately 3%.  These terms are fair and financially sound.
Brass Water Distribution Fittings – Annual Contract Renewal - Bid No. 09.232. 
Renewing an annual contract to procure brass water distribution fittings from 
Delta Municipal Supply for Items 1-6, 9-14, 18-20 in the amount of $115,935.50.  The
brass fittings will be maintained in inventory at the Central Warehouse and will be used 
by Water Distribution in the maintenance and repair of water lines throughout the city.
The remainder the items bid on this contract are not being awarded at this time because 
the contractors could not hold pricing.  They will be awarded under a separate bid 

Bids were originally received July 29, 2008.  This bid has been advertised, opened and 
reviewed.  Delivery:  1-25 Days.  Terms:  Net-30 Days.  Funds are available 
in the 2009 Budget, Account No. 521-2503-51340.
Recording Solution for Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police Department – RFP No. 09.020. Approval to procure a recording solution system from DECA in the amount of 
$102,214.00.  The recording system will be used by the Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan
Police Department (SCMPD) to record all phone traffic.  These devices are an essential
part of overall voice traffic.  The system must interface and be compatible with multiple
communications media and be operable at all times for basic public safety services.  For 
that reason, the request for proposals process considered a number of factors in addition
to price. The reason for not selecting the lower cost proposers is that  Stormwater Tech,
Clear Voice and CVDS did not have the capability to provide browser or automated
location indicator services, Quality Recording Solutions do not convert files  according
to needed specifications, Digital Speech Systems interfaces are cluttered and confusing,
Replay System does not include a 24 hour, 7 days per week on site calls as required.
Proposals were received February 17, 2009.  The proposal has been  advertised, opened
and reviewed.  Delivery:  6 Weeks.  Terms:  Net-30 Days. Funds are available in the
2009 Budget, Account No. 241-4251-51520.  A Pre-Proposal Conference was conducted
and eight vendors attended.  (F)Indicates non-local woman owned business;
Janitorial Services for Leisure Services – Annual Contract Renewal – Bid No. 09.218.  Renewing an annual contract to procure janitorial services for Leisure Services from Superior Cleaning in the amount of $67,200.00 and Ann Morgan in the amount of $15,900.00 for a total of $87,300.00.  The janitorial services are needed for cleaning the administrative offices, golden age centers and recreation centers. Bids were originally received July 24, 2007.  This bid has been advertised, opened and reviewed.  Delivery:  As Needed.  Terms:  Net-30 Days.  Funds are available in the 2009 Budget, Account No. 101-6120-51243.  A Pre-Bid Conference was conducted not conducted as this is an annual contract renewal.
Well Maintenance – Annual Contract Renewal – Bid No. 09.248.  Renewing an annual contract to procure well maintenance from Rowe Drilling Company, Inc. in the amount of $139,362.00.  The services will be used by Water Supply and Treatment to repair and maintain the potable wells throughout the water system. 
Bids were originally received September 30, 2008.  This bid has been advertised, opened and reviewed.  Delivery:  15 Days.  Terms:  Net-30 Days. Funds are available in the 2009 Budget, Account No. 311-9207-52842.  A Pre-Bid Conference was not conducted as this is an annual contract renewal.  
Ready Mix Concrete – Annual Contract – Bid No. 09.229.  Awarding an annual contract to procure ready mix concrete from Savannah River Utilities (Primary) in the amount of $85,350.00 for items (1-33) and Chatham Concrete Construction (Secondary) in the amount of $31,260.00 for items (34-56).  The contract will be used by Streets Maintenance and other departments for routine maintenance and small projects.  The low bidder meeting specifications for each line item was awarded that line item. Bids were received August 25, 2009.  This bid has been advertised, opened and reviewed.  Delivery:  As Required.  Terms:  Net-30 Days.  Funds are available in the 2009 Budget, Account No. 101-2102-51945 and 51340.  A Pre-Bid Conference was conducted and three vendors attended.
Surveying and Drafting Services – Annual Contract Renewal – Bid No. 09.249. 
Recommending approval to renewing an annual contract to procure surveying and 
drafting services from W.K.Dickson & Company, Inc. in the amount of $31,170.00.  The
services will be used by various City departments to obtain surveys of property and to 
augment staff for drafting services. Proposals were originally received August 7, 2007. 
The proposal has been advertised, opened and reviewed.  Delivery:  As Needed.  Terms:
Net-30 Days. Funds are available in the 2009 Budget, Account No. Various.  A Pre-
Proposal Conference was not conducted as this is an annual contract renewal.  Upon

motion of Alderman Thomas, seconded by Alderman Johnson, this item was deferred for 

two weeks to allow the City Manager to get information on minority surveying and 

drafting services.
******************************
Announcements:


Alderman Thomas of behalf of Council expressed condolences to the family of the Ranger who was killed last week in the line of duty in Afghanistan.

Alderman Thomas said he along with Alderman Johnson represented the City last Friday on board the USS San Jacinto which is a cruiser ship from the U. S. Navy.  They wanted to congratulate the Navy League for a wonderful job of welcoming them to our City.  The captain of the cruiser was from Rome, Georgia as well as other Georgian who were on the ship.  They did present a plaque to the City which he will give to the Mayor..

Alderman Sprague said great things are happening in Parkside which is a neighborhood south of Daffin Park and they wanted their neighborhood recognized today.

There being no further business, Mayor Johnson declared this meeting of Council adjourned.
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          Dyanne C. Reese
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