CITY GOVERNMENT

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CITY COUNCIL

DECEMBER 29, 2009
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

The regular meeting of Council was held this date at 2:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers of the City Hall.   Invocation was given by Mayor Johnson, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  
PRESENT:
Mayor Otis S. Johnson, Presiding. 


Mayor Pro-Tem Edna B. Jackson

Alderman Tony Thomas, Chairman of Council
                          Aldermen Larry Stuber, Clifton Jones, Jeff Felser, Mary Osborne and Mary Ellen Sprague


Assistant City Manager Chris Morrill


City Attorney James B.  Blackburn

Assistant City Attorneys William W. Shearouse & Lester B.  Johnson, III
ABSENT:   
Alderman Van R. Johnson, II & City Manager Michael Brown (both out of the City)
PRESENTATIONS
Reverend Thurmond Tillman, Senior Partnership Specialist, US Census appeared to update the Mayor and Aldermen on 2010 Census activities and events.  Reverend Tillman said he is also a Team Leader for Southeast Georgia who lives in Savannah and he wants to make sure Savannah gets a complete count along with Chatham County and the surrounding counties.  He thanked the Mayor and Council for all they have done to make sure that others realize the importance of this census and help carry the message everywhere we go.  The census is safe as the information they place on the forms will not be divulged with anyone else and they will be kept confidential.  If a census employee would share that information they could spend up to five years in prison and could be fined up to $250,000.  It is also easy, just ten questions, ten minutes.  They have flyers that are being passed out in the community so people can see how easy it is to participate.  The forms will come out in March.  It also extremely important, because over $400 million dollars will be spent every year based upon the census figures and equally over a ten year period amount to $4 trillion dollars.  It also determines our state and U.S. representatives when the census lines are redrawn.  On January 7 the Regional Census Road Tour van will be here at the West Broad YMCA in the morning with exhibits on our community and the United States.  He invited all elected officials to attend.  In the evening it will be at First African Baptist Church at Franklin Square.  He invited the community to come our and share with them the importance of the 2010 Census.  They will be giving away items along with entertainment.  The City is working with them on the preparation of this event.  Those interested in jobs can call 866-861-2010.  Their desire is for those who live within the community to knock on doors, although their preference is having all the forms filled out and mail in by April 1st.  If someone or an organization would like to partner with the 2010 Census to get the word out, especially in the hard to count communities, he asks that they call him at 912-341-5565.  He again thanked Council for their support.  Mayor Johnson thanked Reverend Tillman.  
Mayor Johnson said we will have a presentation requesting support for a project by Maria Procopio, Dr. Dionne Hoskins, and Horace Magwood, III for a Sidewalk to the Sea Program.   Mayor Johnson acknowledged Mr. Magwood because his father was a long term employee of the City of Savannah as the Sanitation Director.  Dr. Hoskins said as President of the Tybee Island Marine Science Center she is representing them on a potential partnership with the City.  They have provided some written materials to Council as well as a copy of her comments.  They propose to apply to the Georgia Department of Natural Resources Coastal Incentive Grant Program to develop a partnership between the City, the Tybee Island Marine Science Foundation, Savannah/Chatham County Public Schools and Savannah State University through her office.  They would like to bring elementary school children from five Title I Elementary Schools to learn about marine science, the coastal environment and our coastal waterways through programming at the Marine Science Center on Tybee Island beach and on boats.  Their goal is to help these students who typically do not connect to the Coastal environment to infuse their science programming in Georgia in Basic Standard with field modules and this experience.  The name of the program is Sidewalk to the Sea.  It is a two year program and would engage approximately 2,200 children annually. Their targeted schools are Haven, East Broad Street, Gadsden, Spencer, and Thunderbolt Elementary Schools.  These schools were chosen because they will help serve the demographic that they are trying to reach.  Students who are traditionally underrepresented in the sciences and historically their test scores show challenges although they are improving, they also have a history of corporation with these principals who embrace new initiatives into these schools.  The most recent draft of the budget is $99,000 for year one with $250,000 in-kind match and $97,000 for year two with $168,000 in kind match.  The project narrative and budget is subject to the City’s review, but requires no City matching funds.  This concept originated from the personal experience of Ms. Procopio and the impact of major field trips on her as a young student in New Jersey.  After subsequent phone conversation with Alderman Osborne, Mayor Johnson, and Jacqueline C. Chavis and her team at the public schools, this culminated in a draft that was forwarded to the Mayor.  They hope this project will target and expose these children in a way that they have not been exposed before and the partnerships will be sustainable after the two year period of this grant.  In support of the children who will benefit from this program, they asked City Council to consider a resolution to support this project and they hope to submit a refined collaborative application by the January 15 deadline.  Mayor Johnson asked the Council to authorize him with the Clerk of Council and the assistance of this group to draft a resolution in support of this project.  It will cost the City nothing financially, but will benefit us tremendously by exposing our young people to science.  Our nation needs more scientists and if we can encourage these young people at an early age to take an interest, we cannot imagine the possible impact.  Alderman Felser moved for approval and it was seconded by Alderman Sprague for the Mayor to work with the representatives of the Tybee Marine Science Foundation to draft a resolution in support of their application for funding “Sidewalk to the Sea Program.  A vote was taken on the motion and it carried.  Alderman Jackson pointed out that Dr. Hoskins is a product of the public school system of Savannah at A. E. Beach High School.  Dr. Hoskins responded that she h attended Gould, Bartlett, Beach and Savannah State.  Alderman Jackson said it is wonderful to see her come back and do tremendous work and the schools that were selected are outstanding and she is happy to see the involvement of Alderman Osborne in this project.  She thinks this is an exciting investment in our youth.  She also recognized Mr. Magwood’s involvement and the work he provides in the school system.  Alderman Thomas asked if the Tybee Marine Science Center currently provide walking tours with youth.  Ms. Procopio said yes, they provide programming for school, scout groups and island visitors.  They serve about 36,000 people per year.  Alderman Thomas said it is an amazing program because many of these children that literally live in this community have never been to the beach although the live very close to it.  He feels this is a great program and he looks forward to them coming back with an update or slide presentation.  Alderman Sprague said when she was on the School Board they had a similar project with Oatland Island into the marshes and this is even better, taking them out to the Bull River because many of these children have never had the opportunity to go on a boat.  She wish them well.  Alderman Thomas added that Mr. Magwood is a product of Coffee Bluff.  Mayor Johnson thanked them for coming and said we will work with them on getting the application.
Mayor Johnson said he has the pleasure of getting into the business of Council and it is ironic today that City Manager, Michael Brown is absent and we have Mr. Chris Morrill, Assistant City Manager in his stead.  Mr. Morrill has just been appointed City Manager of Roanoke, Virginia, so he is getting into the habit of being called Mr. City Manager.  Mayor Johnson congratulated Chris Morrill and wished him the best.  Mr. Morrill thanked the Mayor and Council and stated that Roanoke was very impressed with what Savannah is doing and it was Council’s leadership that made him a viable candidate.  He thanked Council for their support and leadership through the years.  Alderman Osborne acknowledged the beautiful greeting they received from City Manager, Michael Brown during the Holiday Season.  It was well thought out and expressed of his appreciation of the work and leadership City Council has provided.
PETITIONS
Assistant City Manager Morrill stated this is to Acknowledge Receipt of Annexation Petition.  The City received an annexation petition for parcels with an aggregate of 10.27 acres located on John Carter Road in the New Hampstead area.  The parcels are used for religious worship and related parking.  The church has purchased land next to the existing church property which is within the City of Savannah.  The church plans to expand using the recently purchased property.  In order to have a single set of zoning and building code requirements, the church desires to have its entire combined tracts within a single jurisdiction, and therefore has petitioned for annexation to the City.  The land under petition is contiguous to existing City territory, and therefore can be annexed by ordinance adopted by City Council.  As required by state law the County has been informed of receipt of this petition. No action is required at this time other than acknowledging receipt of the petition.  Ordinances to annex the land and to designate City zoning will be placed on a future agenda.  

RESOLUTIONS
E-911 Telephone, Wireless and VoIP Fees.  A resolution to authorize continued collection of $1.50 per month fees for enhanced emergency telephone service (E-911) from landline, cellular, and Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) subscribers whose billing address is in Savannah or whose exchange access facilities and access lines are in areas served by the Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police Department.   Recommend approval.  State law allows up to $1.50 per month in E-911 fees and requires an annual reaffirmation of need.  The fees do not cover the total cost for public safety communications but they do reduce reliance on property taxes.
A RESOLUTION

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND ALDERMAN OF THE CITY OF SAVANNAH, GEORGIA, TO REAUTHORIZED THE COLLECTION OF AN E-911 FEE FOR LANDLINE, CELLULAR, AND VOICE OVER INTERNET PROTOCOL TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE BY SERVICE PROVIDERS AND TO AUTHORIZE COLLECTION OF MAINTENANCE FEES FOR EMERGENCY TELELPHONE SYSTEMS DIRECTLY FROM SUBSCRIBERS WHOSE BILLING ADDRESS IS WITHIN THE CITY OF SAVANNAH OR WHOSE EXHANGE ACCESS FACILITIES AND ACCESS LINES ARE IN AREAS SERVED BY THE CITY OF SAVANNAH.

Whereas, E-911 emergency telephone services provides a life saving link between City residents and emergency services; and

Whereas, The City of Savannah now provides this valuable service to promote the safety, health and well-being of residents and of the many visitors each year; and

Whereas, it remains in the best interest of the citizens of the City of Savannah to continue the service, and the Savannah City Council desires to authorize and reaffirm a method of funding the service that does not rely entirely on property taxes or other taxes; and 

Whereas, the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah previously adopted resolutions to provide for collection of E911 fees by landline, wireless, and Voice Over Internet Protocol telecommunications service providers.

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah reaffirms the necessity for collection of a monthly E-911 charge of $1.50 from each exchange access facility subscribed to by telephone subscribers whose exchange access lines are in the geographic areas of the City of Savannah served by the Savannah Chatham Metropolitan Police Department; reaffirms the necessity for a monthly charge of $1.50 per month per wireless connection subscribed to by wireless telephone subscribers whose billing address is within the geographic area of the City of Savannah for subscribers; and reaffirms the necessity for collection of a monthly E-911 fee of $1.50 upon each Voice Over Internet Protocol exchange access facility subscriber whose exchange to access lines are in areas within the City of Savannah service area.
ADOPTED AND APPROVED, DECEMBER 29, 2009 UPON MOTION OF ALDERMAN THOMAS, SECONDED BY ALDERMAN JACKSON AND CARRIED.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard Streetscape Grant.  A resolution required by the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) authorizing the City Manager to execute documents to accept a Transportation Enhancement Grant of $500,000 from GDOT for Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard Streetscape Phase II, Project TEE-0008-00(89), PI 0008089.  This grant requires the City to match these funds with a minimum of $125,000 which is significantly less than the anticipated City expenditure for this project.  Recommend approval.  Alderman Felser stated that City Council has pointed out that it is one thing to beautify a street and it needs to be done here, but we are awaiting the plan that will revitalize this street for economic development along with the beautification.  Encourage the plan to come forth quickly and we moving forward on it in 2010.
A RESOLUTION
THE MAYOR AND ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF SAVANNAH “CITY” A 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANGER OF THE CITY OF 

SAVANNAH (HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS “SPONSOR” AND THE 

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (HEREINAFTER REFERRED

TO AS “DEPARTMENT’ TO CONTRACT FOR FUNDING UNDER THE 

TRANSPORTION EQUITY ACT FOR THE 21ST CENTURY (HEREINAFTER

REFERRED TO AS “TEA-21)

WHEREAS, the Secretary of the United States Department of Transportation (hereinafter referred to as “US DOT”) and the Commissioner of the DEPARTMENT are authorized to contract for Transportation Enhancement Projects; and
WHEREAS, the contract for financial assistance imposes certain duties upon SPONSOR including but not limited to the provision of its local share of the project costs; and

WHEREAS, SPONSOR guarantees that it will comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, all other pertinent directives and all US DOT requirements; and

WHEREAS, to complete the project SPONSOR will use Disadvantaged Business Enterprises to the fullest extent possible and will implement and administer procedures to ensure that minority businesses are competitive for contracts and purchase orders when procuring services including but not limited to construction contracts, supplies, equipment contracts or consultant contracts.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY SPONSOR THAT:

1. City Manager Michael B. Brown is authorized to execute the contract on behalf of the City with the DEPARTMENT for aid in financing construction, and all other activities incidental thereto, of Transportation Enhancement Activity pursuant to Public Law 105-178 (1998); and all other provisions as set forth in the contract with the DEPARTMENT.

2. City Manager Michael B. Brown is authorized to execute and file an assurance or any other document required by the US DOT and the DEPARTMENT certifying compliance with Title  VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

3. City Manager Michael B. Brown is authorized to furnish any and all additional information that may be required by US DOT or the DEPARTMENT in connection with the application for the Transportation Enhancement Activity project and budget.

4. That City Manager Michael B. Brown is authorized to set forth and execute affirmative disadvantaged business policies in connection with the participation goal established by the Georgia Department of Transportation.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED, DECEMBER 29, 2009 UPON MOTION OF ALDERMAN JACKSON, SECONDED BY ALDERMAN FELSER AND CARRIED.

MISCELLANEOUS
Monument Revision – Chatham Artillery Monument.  The Savannah-Chatham County Historic Site and Monument Commission recommends approval for the Chatham Artillery to add a 30” x 56” granite slab within the fence enclosing the existing Chatham Artillery Monument in Emmet Park.  The text on the granite slab will commemorate the Chatham Artillery’s service in Iraq. 
The funds for the estimated cost of $1,000 for the granite slab have been fully secured.  Because maintenance of the granite will be very minimal, the Commission recommends approval of the Chatham Artillery’s request that the escrow payment be waived.  Recommend approval.  Upon motion of Alderman Osborne, seconded by Alderman Thomas the recommendation was approved.
Georgia Historical Marker – William Scarborough House.  The Savannah-Chatham County Historic Site and Monument Commission recommends approval for the Georgia Historical Society (GHS) to install a historical marker in the tree lawn in front of the Ships of the Sea Museum. The William Scarborough House was designed by noted English architect William Jay and was built for William Scarborough, president of the Savannah Steamship Company.  The house was visited by President James Monroe (1819) and later served as the West Broad Street School for African-American children (1878 – 1962) and headquarters for the Historic Savannah Foundation (1976-1991) before being acquired by the Ships of the Sea Museum (1996). The funds for the estimated cost of $3,000 for this standard GHS marker have been fully secured.  Because GHS assumes responsibility for the repair and maintenance of its markers, the Commission recommends approval of GHS’ request that the escrow payment be waived.  Recommend approval.  Upon motion of Alderman Thomas, seconded by Alderman Felser the recommendation was approved.
Alderman Thomas as why this house has now been marker before now?  Alderman Osborne pointed that that this is the former West Broad Street School which she attended from first to third grade and the house was donated by the Scarborough for the education of African American children.  Mr. Will Handley of the Georgia Historic Society in response to the question said the Scarborough House and the Ships of Seas Museum has had this in the works for awhile.  The dedication will take place on National Maritime Day in May and hopes the City Council can attend.  Alderman Thomas said he is very happy to see it happen, but curious as to why it has taken so long.  Mr. Handley said that was the reaction of everyone involved and he wanted to thank Council for their approval,
Taxi Cab Association – Presentation.  Under the policy direction of the Mayor and Aldermen, the City Manager will organize a review of both the current ordinance and the recommended changes from the Taxi Cab Association.  The result of the review will ensure quality service for riders and a fair and appropriate rate of return for owners and drivers.  Further, the City Manager will direct staff to review and assess driver and owner compliance with the current ordinance.  To initiate this review, the Taxi Cab Association asked the City Manager to appear before Council and show this video. 
Mayor Johnson welcomed former state senator Regina Thomas representing the 

Taxi Cab Association.  Senator Thomas came forward and thanked the City Council and
staff for placing this on the agenda.  Although it is not the ordinance, it is a good step. 
She thanked the Mayor and Council for wanting to make sure that what is done is going 
to be right not only for the taxi driver and owners, but also the City of Savannah.  She 
wanted to thanked the Mobility and Parking Services Director, Mr. Sean Brandon and his
staff who have worked long hours to come up with an ordinance to improve the current 
situation.  This has been in process for over four years and she just got involved in April 
and she has really been enlightened to the process and the safety of the passengers.  Some
time ago, the Airport Commission did the very thing that they are trying do now by 

limiting the number of taxicabs.  Even though the ordinance would have stated that all the
current companies and drivers would be grandfathered in, the Airport Commission
realized they did not have any control on the number of taxi cabs working on Airport 
property nor did they have the ability to secure the safety of the passengers at the airport.
A couple of weeks ago one of our City employees were attacked by a cab driver that was 
issued a citation and emotions got the best of them on receiving a $25.00 fine when they
are barely making any money.  There are 276 cabs on the street and we need to address 
this issue to improve the economic status of the business and the families involved.  Even
placing a moratorium on any new taxis coming in would help until the City and Parking
Services and the Association can look at this more closely.  She again thanked Council
for hearing them today and wished them a happy and prosperous New Year.  Alderman
Jones said because a moratorium requires Council action, he made a motion that the

current regulations governing new taxis be extended for 90 days while the staff prepares 
a resolution to bring before the Council.  This was seconded Alderman Osborne and 
carried.
Upon motion of Alderman Thomas, seconded by Alderman Felser and carried, the following bids, contracts and agreements were approved:

BIDS, CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS

Elevator Servicing- Annual Contract Renewal – Bid No. 09.311.  Renewing an annual contract to procure elevator servicing from Oracle/Atlantic Coast Elevator, Inc. in the amount of $45,393.12.  The services will be used by various City departments to maintain and repair the elevators in various City buildings.  Several solicitations were originally made, but only one bid was received.   The bid was originally received November 27, 2007.  Funds are available in the 2009 Budget, Account No. Various 51244.  
Portable Radios – One Time Purchase – Requisition No. 09117016. Approval to procure 10 portable radios from Motorola in the amount of $49,380.00.  The portable radios will be used by the Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan Police Department for radio communications.  The reason why a sole source vendor is required is that Motorola is the only known manufacturer and distributor of the Smartzone software that is necessary to operate on the City’s radio network. Funds are available in the 2009 Budget, Account No. 212-4282-51321.  
Moses Jackson Center Renovations – Bid No. 09.284.  Approval to procure construction services for the Moses Jackson Center Renovations from RL Construction in the amount of $578,600.00.  The work to be completed includes renovations to the center area including new metal stud walls, drywall, flooring and carpet as well as renovation to the kitchen area, a new HVAC (heating, ventilation and air conditioning) system, plumbing and electrical systems, security cameras and computer systems.  Additional work will be done to the entry area and storefront system including new concrete footers and structural steel. This project will be funded by Community Development Block Grant – Recovery Act Funds (CDBG-R).  The Minority and Women Business Enterprise (MWBE) goal for this project is 23%; 15% minority and 8% women.  The recommended contractor submitted participation of 31% MWBE; 15% MBE utilizing Sierra Design Build for 10% and Jackson Masonry for 5%, and 16% WBE utilizing Superior Rebar LLC for 6% and self-performing 10% of the work. Bids were received December 15, 2009.  This bid has been advertised, opened and reviewed.  Delivery:  90 Days.  Terms:  Net-30 Days.  Funds are available in the 2009 Budget, Account No. 311-9207-52842
Emergency Notification System – Annual Contract Renewal – RFP No. 09.314.  Renewing an annual contract for an emergency notification system from Global Connect in the amount of $34,247.95.  The services are used by Savannah Chatham Metropolitan Police, Public Development and the Public Information Office to notify citizens of emergency situations and provide information on various City activities which may affect their area.  The system can selectively notify certain neighborhoods and areas that are affected without notifying unaffected citizens. The RFP was originally awarded to Cascade International; however they were unable to successfully implement their system.  Global Connect was the second highest ranked proposer.  Global Connect has provided the City with a 9 month free trial to evaluate their system.  The system has performed satisfactorily. Proposals were originally received January 22, 2008.  The proposal has been advertised, opened and reviewed.  Delivery:  As Needed.  
Funds are available in the 2009 Budget.  A Pre-Proposal Conference was not conducted as this is an annual contract renewal. 
Mobile and Portable Radios – One Time Purchase – Requisition No. 09191861.  Approval to procure 16 mobile radios and 1 portable radio from Motorola in the amount of $35,418.00.  The mobile and portable radios will be used by the Park and Tree Department for radio communications. The reason why a sole source vendor is required is that Motorola is the only known manufacturer and distributor of the Smartzone software that is necessary to operate on the existing City wide radio network. The bid was opened and reviewed.  Delivery:  4-6 Weeks.  Terms:  Net-30 Days.  Funds are available in the 2009 Budget, Account No. 101-6122-51321.  
Supplemental Agreement No. 5 with URS Corporation – Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport.  The Savannah Airport Commission requests approval of Supplemental Agreement No. 5 with URS Corporation for the Runway 10-28 Relighting, Seal Airfield Asphalt Shoulder Joints, Replace Failed Concrete Pavement Slabs, and Add Automated Access Gates project in the not to exceed amount of $95,022.00.   URS will prepare construction plans, specifications, reports, and related services, and provide bid, award, and construction phase services. Runway 10-28 will be relighted to current standards in phased construction. Asphalt joints will be sawed and sealed between edges of pavements and asphalt shoulders to prevent erosion underneath the pavement and open construction joints on blast pads will be cleaned and sealed.  Sections of concrete pavement on the runways and taxiways that have failed due to age and conditions will be cut out and replaced. Development in the southwest quadrant has blocked previous access.  Two new automated gates tied into the central security/access control system will be added to provide ready access for airfield maintenance, security and emergency response.   
Alderman Felser wished everyone a healthy, happy and prosperous New Year and extended to the Mayor God’s blessing and thanks that no one was injured in the recent fire.  May we all continue to be blessed in 2010.  Mayor Johnson thanked the Council, staff and citizens of Savannah for the outpouring of support and concern during the recent fire at his home.  It makes him feel good that people care and he appreciates it very much.  As he said in his opening prayer he hopes that we will continue to move forward in unity and respect for each other as we enter the second decade of the 21 century which is a very significant period.  He wished everyone a Happy, prosperous and safe New Year.
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There being no further business, Mayor Johnson declared this meeting of Council adjourned.

Dyanne C. Reese

Clerk of Council
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