OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF SAVANNAH CITY COUNCIL JULY 30, 2009

CITY GOVERNMENT

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CITY COUNCIL

JULY 30, 2009
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA

The regular meeting of Council was held this date at 2:00 p.m. in Council Chambers of City Hall. Chairman Thomas called the meeting of the Savannah City Council to order.  Alderman Sprague delivered the Invocation which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  The Minutes from the meeting of July 16, 2009 were approved upon motion of Alderman Osborne, seconded by Alderman Jones and carried.


Upon motion of Alderman Osborne, seconded by Alderman Jones, the summary minutes of the City Council Workshop and the City Manager’s Briefing of July 16, 2009 were approved.

Upon motion of Alderman Johnson, seconded by Alderman Felser approval was given to the affidavit and resolution for the Executive Session held for the purposes of discussing litigation and personnel on July 16, 2009.  (See Resolutions)
Upon motion of Alderman Johnson seconded by Alderman Felser approval was given to the affidavit and resolution for the Executive Session held this morning, July 30, 2009 for the purposes of discussing personnel (boards, commissions and authorities appointments).  (See Resolutions)

PRESENT:
Alderman Tony Thomas, Chairman of Council,   Presiding
Alderman Van Johnson, II, Vice-Chairman of Council
Aldermen Clifton Jones, Jeff Felser, Mary Osborne, Mary Ellen Sprague and Larry Stuber
City Manager Michael B. Brown



City Attorney James B. Blackburn
                        Asst. City Attorney William W. Shearouse


Asst. City Attorney Lester B. Johnson, III 

ABSENT:
Mayor Otis S. Johnson and Mayor Pro-Tem
 Edna B. Jackson, (Both were out-of-town)*
*Chairman Thomas announced that Mayor Johnson was in New York with a delegation visiting the Harlem Children Zone school and Mayor Pro Tem Jackson was out of the country.
PRESENTATIONS
Alderman Clifton Jones introduced Mr. Daniel Fils-Aime’ Chairman of the Haitian American Historical Society.  As you know, he along with his committee members is here today to make an announcement concerning the completion of the Haitian Monument in Franklin Square. Mr. Fils-Aime thanked Council and said the construction of the monument has been a battle, but it has been conquered and the dream has become a reality.  The completion of the monument includes two statues.  One is complete and the other one is in the last stages of completion and they plan to have them erected as part of the monument by October 10 and it will be a finish product.  A Haitian / American doctor was made aware of the monument, became interested in the project and contributed $150,000.00 towards the statues.  He thanked Council for their assistance and help in providing additional lighting for the monument.  Mr. Fils-Aime then introduced members of the local committee, the monument artist and his daughter to Council.  He wanted to give special thanks to Mr. Brian Gore, Assistant to the City Manager.  Alderman Osborne stated that at a meeting in Hartford Connecticut she spoke with a Boston official who is very envious of the Haitian Monument in Franklin Square and she asked Mr. Fils-Aime to contact him so they can develop a real action plan in Boston.  Alderman Johnson said since Franklin Square is in his district, he asks the City Manager to give an assessment on it and the improvement of visibility.  Alderman Jones added that the significant of the construction of this monument is that in 1799 there was a battle in Savannah in which the Haitian participated.  They lost many men during the Revolutionary War.  The story of their participation is written on the base of the monument.  Chairman Thomas thanked Mr. Fils-Aime for what he has done for the City of Savannah to preserve our culture.  Long after we are gone folks will visit this monument and people will know the contributions Haitian made to our country. He thanked Mr. Fils-Aime and his committee for what they have accomplished.
Alderman Van Johnson introduced the following Chatham Council Youth Commission candidates, who were visiting Council today as part of their summer community service which includes learning how government operates:

Alexis Brisbon; Jomell Johnson; Kenneth Johnson; Brittany Bell; Brandon Sanders; Algner Smith and Robin Laguerre.
LEGISLATIVE REPORTS
As advertised, the following alcoholic license petition were approved upon motion of Alderman Johnson, seconded by Alderman Johnson and carried:
As advertised hearing was held on the petition of Ryan J. Nye d/b/a Hilton Garden Inn-Savannah Airport, requesting to transfer a liquor, beer and wine (drink) license with Sunday sales from Charles Cook at 80 Clyde E. Martin Drive, which is located between I-95 and Crossroads Parkway in District 1.
As advertised hearing was held on the petition Krishnal Patel for Roney’s Liquor d/b/a Jay Dajama Corporation, requesting a liquor, beer and wine (package) license at 726 W. Oglethorpe Avenue, which is located between Fahm Street and Highway 17-A in District 1.  City Manager Brown stated that this location meets all there requirements and there is no evidence that there will be a public safety problem, but the Police Chief and Percient1 will work with and expect to get cooperation from the operator on matters concerning security, cleanliness and any other side effects that may be a problems.  We have had some robberies at this location and he thinks it has to do with the location at the foot of the bridge as well as the operator.  He believes that special security needs should be put into place to preclude robberies.  We also need their pledge to monitor the cleanliness of the area and litter in the parking area.  Alderman Felser asked that we also include no loitering.  Alderman Johnson moved for approval of the City Manager’s recommendation and it was seconded by Alderman Osborne and carried.
As advertised hearing was held on the petition Pedro Sarinana d/b/a Maracas Mexican Restaurant, requesting a hybrid permit at 12308 Abercorn Street, which has a liquor, beer and wine (drink) license with Sunday sales and is located between Abercorn Street and Woodley Road in District 6. This location does not meet the zoning requirements for a hybrid permit.  WITHDRAWN BY PETITIONER.  City Manager Brown stated they applied for a hybrid license where a restaurant that does have an alcoholic license would discontinue selling food and then operate as a bar.  The reason this was withdrawn and we would not have recommended approval is because this location is not zoned to be a bar.  This is an important point because in order for a restaurant to get a hybrid license it must have the sufficient zoning to allow for a bar.  Therefore, no action is needed but as a matter of right when an application for a hybrid is requested, they must meet the zoning requirements for a bar.
As advertised hearing was held on the petition Mohamad Ali Abou-Harb t/a HUSH, requesting a liquor, beer and wine (drink) license at 32 Bull Street, which is located between Congress and Broughton Streets in District 1. (New location. Continued from July 16, 2009.) The City Manager and staff have met with Mr. Abou-Harb to review whether this establishment can and does meet all City requirements. We are also trying to determine if the establishment will cause nuisances even if it does meet all requirements. The petitioner is preparing an operation plan for submission to the City. We would expect the plan to include rules we have recently required for other large scale establishments. (We have received late information that the application will be withdrawn, and will give you an update on Monday.)  City Manager Brown stated there were a number of potential problems associated with this license, therefore it was withdrawn.
RESOLUTIONS

Quit Claim Deeds - First Cousins Realty & Development, LLC; Freda Sasseen Ranitz; JACP Properties, LP; Charles Ray Smith; and Barbara Ann Wilson. Resolutions to authorize the City Manager to execute Quit Claim Deeds to First Cousins Realty & Development, LLC; Freda Sasseen Ranitz; JACP Properties, LP; Charles Ray Smith; and Barbara Ann Wilson for their respective shares of unopened Skidaway Lane lying adjacent to their properties, subject to a 16-foot utility easement to be recorded along with the deeds. On February 12, 2009, Council approved Petition 11981 in which Bill Manson, on behalf of First Cousins Realty & Development, LLC, requested that the City quit claim the unopened right-of-way behind his property at 3125 Skidaway Road, PIN 2-0100-02-007. The approval was subject to the granting of a 15-foot minimum width non-obstructive easement for the maintenance and operation of the sewer main located within the lane.  This unpaved lane is east of Skidaway Road between Dasher (a/k/a Dascher) Street on the north and an unnamed right-of-way on the south. Much of the lane has been encroached upon and fenced by the adjacent property owners.  Although the petition dealt with the portion of the lane behind 3125 Skidaway, staff contacted all of the adjacent property owners in the hopes of disposing of the entire right-of-way. A total of five property owners, including the petitioner, have expressed an interest in acquiring their share of the right-of-way.  All other adjacent property owners have formally waived their interest in any portion of the lane. Staff is now asking Council to authorize granting quit claim deeds to the interested property owners. The petitioner has obtained an easement plat granting a 16-foot easement to the City which will be recorded along with the deeds.   Upon motion of Alderman Johnson, seconded by Alderman Felser, the resolution was approved.
A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE GRANTING OF A DEED TO FIRST COUSINS REALTY & DEVELOPMENT, LLC FOR THAT PORTION OF UNOPENED SKIDAWAY LANE LYING ADJACENT TO THEIR PROPERTY AT 3125 SKIDAWAY ROAD.


WHEREAS, the within described property was declared surplus to the City’s needs on February 12, 2009; and 


WHEREAS, under O.C.G.A. § 32-7-4, the City of Savannah may offer such property for sale to the adjacent owners; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah have approved the conveyance of the property to the adjoining property owners for fair market value; and


WHEREAS, FIRST COUSINS REALTY is the owner of the adjacent property to the west of said right-of-way; and


WHEREAS, the other adjacent property owner has waived any interest in said right-of-way; 


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah in regular meeting of Council assembled, that the City Manager is authorized to execute a Quit Claim Deed to FIRST COUSINS REALTY to the property described herein, and the Clerk of Council to attest said Deed and affix the City’s seal.


All that certain lot, tract or parcel of land situate, lying and being in the City of Savannah, Chatham County, Georgia, known on a map or plan of said City as that portion of an unopened right-of-way known as Skidaway Lane lying adjacent to Lots 24, 25, 26 and 27, Washington Park, Ravers Ward, and identified as Parcel E on that Right of Way Abandonment and Easement Plat prepared by Dale Yawn dated May 29, 2009.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED, July 30, 2009, upon motion of Alderman Jones, seconded by Alderman Felser and carried.
A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE GRANTING OF A DEED TO JACP PROPERTIES LP FOR THAT PORTION OF UNOPENED SKIDAWAY LANE LYING ADJACENT TO THEIR PROPERTY AT 3103 SKIDAWAY ROAD.


WHEREAS, the within described property was declared surplus to the City’s needs on February 12, 2009; and 


WHEREAS, under O.C.G.A. § 32-7-4, the City of Savannah may offer such property for sale to the adjacent owners; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah have approved the conveyance of the property to the adjoining property owners for fair market value; and


WHEREAS, JACP PROPERTIES LP is the owner of adjacent property on both sides of said right-of-way; and


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah in regular meeting of Council assembled, that the City Manager is authorized to execute a Quit Claim Deed to JACP PROPERTIES LP to the property described herein, and the Clerk of Council to attest said Deed and affix the City’s seal.


All that certain lot, tract or parcel of land situate, lying and being in the City of Savannah, Chatham County, Georgia, known on a map or plan of said City as that portion of an unopened right-of-way known as Skidaway Lane lying adjacent to Lots 15, 16 and 17, Washington Park, Ravers Ward, and identified as Parcel C on that Right of Way Abandonment and Easement Plat prepared by Dale Yawn dated May 29, 2009.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED, July 30, 2009, upon motion of Alderman Jones, seconded by Alderman Felser and carried.
A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE GRANTING OF A DEED TO FREDA SASEEN RANITZ FOR THAT PORTION OF UNOPENED SKIDAWAY LANE LYING ADJACENT TO HER PROPERTY AT 3111-3117 SKIDAWAY ROAD.


WHEREAS, the within described property was declared surplus to the City’s needs on February 12, 2009; and 


WHEREAS, under O.C.G.A. § 32-7-4, the City of Savannah may offer such property for sale to the adjacent owners; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah have approved the conveyance of the property to the adjoining property owners for fair market value; and


WHEREAS, FREDA SASEEN RANITZ is the owner of the adjacent property to the west of said right-of-way; and


WHEREAS, the other adjacent property owner has waived any interest in said right-of-way; 


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah in regular meeting of Council assembled, that the City Manager is authorized to execute a Quit Claim Deed to FREDA SASEEN RANITZ to the property described herein, and the Clerk of Council to attest said Deed and affix the City’s seal.


All that certain lot, tract or parcel of land situate, lying and being in the City of Savannah, Chatham County, Georgia, known on a map or plan of said City as that portion of an unopened right-of-way known as Skidaway Lane lying adjacent to Lots 18 through 23, Washington Park, Ravers Ward, and identified as Parcel D on that Right of Way Abandonment and Easement Plat prepared by Dale Yawn dated May 29, 2009.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED, July 30, 2009, upon motion of Alderman Jones, seconded by Alderman Felser and carried.
A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE GRANTING OF A DEED TO CHARLES RAY SMITH, III and PAMELA K. SMITH FOR THAT PORTION OF UNOPENED SKIDAWAY LANE LYING ADJACENT TO THEIR PROPERTY AT 3101 SKIDAWAY ROAD.


WHEREAS, the within described property was declared surplus to the City’s needs on February 12, 2009; and 


WHEREAS, under O.C.G.A. § 32-7-4, the City of Savannah may offer such property for sale to the adjacent owners; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah have approved the conveyance of the property to the adjoining property owners for fair market value; and


WHEREAS, CHARLES RAY SMITH, III and PAMELA K. SMITH are the owners of the adjacent property to the west of said right-of-way; and


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah in regular meeting of Council assembled, that the City Manager is authorized to execute a Quit Claim Deed to CHARLES RAY SMITH, III and PAMELA K. SMITH to the property described herein, and the Clerk of Council to attest said Deed and affix the City’s seal.


All that certain lot, tract or parcel of land situate, lying and being in the City of Savannah, Chatham County, Georgia, known on a map or plan of said City as the western one-half of an unopened right-of-way known as Skidaway Lane lying adjacent to Lot14, Washington Park, and identified as Parcel A on that Right of Way Abandonment and Easement Plat prepared by Dale Yawn dated May 29, 2009.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED, July 30, 2009, upon motion of Alderman Jones, seconded by Alderman Felser and carried.
A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE GRANTING OF A DEED TO BARBARA ANN WILSON FOR THAT PORTION OF UNOPENED SKIDAWAY LANE LYING ADJACENT TO HER PROPERTY AT 3101 GIBBONS STREET.


WHEREAS, the within described property was declared surplus to the City’s needs on February 12, 2009; and 


WHEREAS, under O.C.G.A. § 32-7-4, the City of Savannah may offer such property for sale to the adjacent owners; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah have approved the conveyance of the property to the adjoining property owners for fair market value; and


WHEREAS, BARBARA ANN WILSON is the owner of the adjacent property to the east of said right-of-way; and


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah in regular meeting of Council assembled, that the City Manager is authorized to execute a Quit Claim Deed to BARBARA ANN WILSON to the property described herein, and the Clerk of Council to attest said Deed and affix the City’s seal.


All that certain lot, tract or parcel of land situate, lying and being in the City of Savannah, Chatham County, Georgia, known on a map or plan of said City as the eastern one-half of an unopened right-of-way known as Skidaway Lane lying adjacent to Lot 43, Washington Park, and identified as Parcel B on that Right of Way Abandonment and Easement Plat prepared by Dale Yawn dated May 29, 2009.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED, July 30, 2009, upon motion of Alderman Jones, seconded by Alderman Felser and carried.
Downtown Savannah Authority Revenue Bonds (Chatham County – Union Mission Project), Series 2009. A resolution providing the express approval of City Council for the issuance of bonds by the Downtown Savannah Authority on behalf of Chatham County in order to fund the acquisition of property by the County to be used for the provision of temporary housing, health services, and food services for the homeless.  Upon motion of Alderman Felser, seconded by Alderman Stuber the resolution was approved. (SEE MISCELLANOUS)

 RESOLUTION

OF MAYOR AND ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF SAVANNAH

Re:
Downtown Savannah Authority Revenue Bonds (Chatham County – Union 
Mission Project), Series 2009


WHEREAS, pursuant to Ga. Laws 1981, p. 4041 (the “Act”), the Downtown Savannah Authority (the “Authority”) has made application to the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah (the “City”) for express approval by the City for the issuance by the Authority of the Authority’s Downtown Savannah Authority Revenue Bonds (Chatham County-Union Mission Project), Series 2009 (the “Bonds”), in order to provide Chatham County with funds to be used for the purpose of acquiring land and improvements in the City of Savannah for use as a health and shelter care facility; and


WHEREAS, notice of such application has been published as required by the Act and first and second readings of said application have come before the City at its regularly scheduled council meetings on July 16, 2009 and July 30, 2009;


NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the City that express approval is hereby given for the issuance of the Bonds by the Authority.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED, July 30, 2009 upon motion of Alderman Felser, seconded by Alderman Stuber and carried.
 A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF SAVANNAH AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN AFFIDAVIT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah as follows: At the meeting held on the 16th day of July, 2009 the Council entered into a closed session for the purpose of discussing personnel and litigation. At the close of the discussions upon this subject, the Council reentered into open session and herewith takes the following action in open session:
1. The actions of Council and the discussions of the same regarding the matter set forth for the closed session purposes are hereby ratified;
 2. Each member of this body does hereby confirms that to the best of his or her knowledge, the subject matter of the closed session was devoted to matters within the specific relevant exception(s) as set forth above; 
3. The presiding officer is hereby authorized and directed to execute an affidavit, with full support of the Council in order to comply with O.C.G.A. §50-14-4(b); 17 4.
The affidavit shall be included and filed with the official minutes of the meeting and shall be in a form as required by the statute.
ADOPTED AND APPROVED June 30, 2009, upon motion of Alderman Johnson, seconded by Alderman Felser and carried.
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF SAVANNAH AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN AFFIDAVIT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Savannah as follows:  At the meeting held on the 30th day of July, 2009 the Council entered into a closed session for the purpose of discussing personnel (boards, commissions and authorities.) At the close of the discussions upon this subject, the Council reentered into open session and herewith takes the following action in open session:
 1. The actions of Council and the discussions of the same regarding the matter set forth for the closed session purposes are hereby ratified;
 2. Each member of this body does hereby confirms that to the best of his or her knowledge, the subject matter of the closed session was devoted to matters within the specific relevant exception(s) as set forth above;
  3. The presiding officer is hereby authorized and directed to execute an affidavit, with full support of the Council in order to comply with O.C.G.A. §50-14-4(b); 17 4.
The affidavit shall be included and filed with the official minutes of the meeting and shall be in a form as required by the statute.
ADOPTED AND APPROVED June 30, 2009, upon motion of Alderman Johnson, seconded by Alderman Felser and carried.

MISCELLANEOUS

Second Reading of Downtown Savannah Authority Application on Behalf of Chatham County. Chatham County has requested the assistance of the Downtown Savannah Authority (DSA) by the issuance of bonds to finance the cost of acquiring a facility which will provide health and shelter care programs within the City of Savannah. The County will enter into a contract with the DSA under which it will pledge to pay all interest and principal for the bonds.  As required by state statue, the Authority in turn has made application to the City requesting the City Council’s express approval for the issuance of such bonds. The approximate amount of the new bond issue is $2.5 million.  Under state statue, the Authority’s application to the City to issue such bonds must receive two readings before City Council. The first reading took place at the meeting of July 16, 2009. The second reading was advertised for the meeting of July 30, 2009.  It is recommended that City Council give its express approval for the DSA to issue bonds on behalf of Chatham County as requested by the County.  City Manager Brown stated that Chatham County does not enjoy the legal authority as the City to issue bonds; therefore we are appropriately accommodating them by issuing these bonds through the Downtown Savannah Authority.  This is for approval of a resolution to take the necessary steps for the bonds to be issued for the Union Mission project in which they will permanently finance the purchase and improvement of the property on Fahm Street.  He discussed this project with the Mayor and he is in support of the project.  He recommends approval.  Alderman Jones asked if Chatham County was the purchaser of the property.  City Manager Brown said the property may have been held by a private entity or a non-profit and they will be using the bond proceeds to purchase it in the name of the County. Mr. Pat Monahan, Assistant County Manager stated  Union Mission owns the property and the County will be acquiring the property  from Union Mission, and then leasing it back to Union Mission.  This will help solidify Union Mission finances and allow the organization to continue to provide services to the community.  Attorney Blackburn said the Union Mission Health facility will continue to operate out of this building.  Mr. Monahan said yes, Union Mission will have all rights of ownership, but the title will be in the name of Chatham County. This would be the second building the County will own on Fahm Street.   Upon motion of Alderman Felser, seconded by Alderman Stuber the resolution was approved.    Alderman Johnson asked what official action was being taken today.  City Attorney Blackburn responded that any time the Downtown Savannah Authority has more than $25 million of authorized bonds outstanding they cannot approve the issuance of additional ones without the expressed approval of the City which is a requirement of the legislation.  (See “RESOLUTIONS”.)
Second Reading of Downtown Savannah Authority Application on Behalf of the City of Savannah. The City of Savannah has requested the assistance of the Downtown Savannah Authority by the issuance of bonds to i) finance the cost of capital projects located within the East Downtown Tax Allocation District and ii) re-finance the 1998 Downtown Savannah Authority Bonds, Series1998 at lower interest rates to achieve debt service savings for the City.  The City will enter into a contract with the DSA under which it will pledge to pay all interest and principal for the bonds. As required by state statue, the Authority in turn has made application to the City requesting the City Council’s express approval for the issuance of such bonds. The approximate amount of the new bond issue is $37 million of which $20 million is for the capital project purpose and $17 million is for the refunding purpose.  Under state statue, the Authority’s application to the City to issue such bonds must receive two readings before City Council. The first reading took place at the meeting of July 16, 2009. The second reading was advertised for the meeting of July 30, 2009.  Mayor Otis Johnson has asked for a report detailing minority participation and that the report be received before an item is placed on the agenda for City Council’s express approval for the DSA to issue the bonds. We expect to provide the report by Monday, July 27, 2009, and to place a resolution for City Council’s express approval on the agenda of August 27, 2009.  City Attorney Blackburn stated that the authority will act on behalf of the City and this being a public hearing satisfies the notice requirements.  City Manager Brown said this is a City of Savannah bond issue which is $37 million and a portion of which is to refund previous bonds.  This is not the final authorization which will be in late August.  The Mayor asked for and received a copy of a report on minority participation in the bond issue.  It answered most of his questions and they will again have an opportunity to talk about it next week.  This item can be on the agenda for approval and when the Mayor returns, discussion can resume on the memo the Mayor and Council received.  City Attorney Blackburn stated this is a little different than the County bond issue.  This requires an intergovernmental agreement between the City and the Authority.  The statute requires that you must give public notice with two readings before City Council.  This is the second reading.  What will come back you would be the proposed intergovernmental agreement to issue the refunding bonds and the combine with the new money because of the improvements and interest rate.  A memo was prepared in reference to the saving.  It is just like refinancing your house.  The City enjoys an unusually good bond rating.  The interest rates are down and it is a particular opportune time. Today’s action just satisfies the notice requirements.  Alderman Sprague asked if the bond market goes crazy, how this affect the sale.  City Manager Brown said we are looking now at the market being fairly predictable but if something catastrophic should occur, we would not issue the bonds at that time.  He then asked Dick Evans, the Finance Director to also respond.  Mr. Dick Evans said the bond market is constantly changing minute to minute.  If it was to change in a way that was unfavorable to the refunding, we would cancel the sale.  The sale date is August 27 and he will report back on that day the outcome of the sale.  Alderman Jones said he was under the impression that when the Resource Recovery plant on President Street when out of business we were finish with that debt.  City Manager Brown responded that Resource Recovery not only handled that facility, but also the facility of the landfill therefore we expanded it and it involved reissuing debt.  Mr. Evans added that the bonds we are refinancing in late August are related to landfill improvements.  City Manager Brown said we are using the term Resource Recovery but it is both the umbrella for the plant and the landfill.  The facility plant on President Street bonds were paid off.  Alderman Osborne asked if the bonds will be sold on August 27.  City Manager stated the bids will be received then, but the status will be reported to Council at the next meeting.  Chairman Thomas said Council has not reappointed anyone to Resource Recovery and wanted to know if we needed to do so.  City Attorney said they continue to serve.  City Manager Brown added that if terms are up, it is better to go ahead and reappoint or replace them. Upon motion of Alderman Osborne, seconded by Alderman Sprague this was approved.   Resolution to be presented at the meeting of August 27, 2009.
Upon motion of Alderman Johnson, seconded by Alderman Felser, approval was given for the final plat for Spring Lakes Subdivision, Phase 1D-4, which is a major subdivision of the “Future Development, Reserved for Townhomes” portion of Spring Lakes, Phase 1C, and Tract K-2 of the Highlands at Godley Station in District 1.
BIDS, CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS

Upon motion of Alderman Johnson, seconded by Alderman Felser and carried, the following bids, contracts and agreements were approved
Monument Maintenance and Conservation – Annual Contract Renewal – RFP No. 09.184. Renewed an annual contract to procure monument maintenance and conservation from New Roots Restoration in the estimated amount of $30,000.00. The scope of work will include a wide range of services such as cleaning of stone and metal, removal of stains, remediation of corrosion, repagination, waxing, minor stone and masonry repair, repointing, painting, etc.  Proposals were originally received May 10, 2007. The proposal has been advertised, opened and reviewed. Delivery: As Needed. Terms: Net-30 Days.  Funds are available in the 2009 Budget, Account No. 101-6122. 
Design Services for Grayson Stadium West Strands – RFP No. 09.156.  Approved to procure design services for the Grayson Stadium West Stands from CRG Engineering in the amount of $40,500.00. The services are needed to design a new concession stand, redesign bleachers, and renovate existing office and storage space below the West Stands.  Proposals were received July 7, 2009. Proposals were evaluated based on experience and qualifications, methodology, schedule and fees.  Funds are available in the 2009 Budget, Account No. CIP PB227. 

Thermoplastic Pavement Markings – Annual Contract – Bid No. 09.164. Awarding an annual contract to procure installation of thermoplastic pavement marking from Peek Pavement Marking, LLC (Primary) and Thompson Pavement Markings, Inc. (Secondary) in the amount of $90,600.00. The contract will be used by Traffic Engineering for the installation of lane lines, intersection markings, railroad crossings and other various pavement markings.  Bids were received July 14, 2009. This bid has been advertised, opened and reviewed. Delivery: As Required. Terms: Net-30 Days.  Funds are available in the 2009 Budget, Account No. 101-2103-51320. 
Remote Terminal Units for Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition Equipment – Sole Source – Requisition No. 09190062. Approved to procure supervisory control and data acquisition (SCADA) remote terminal units (RTUs) and installation services from Bristol, Inc. in the amount of $200,000.00. The Water and Sewer Bureau will use the RTUs to replace SCADA monitoring equipment at 20 lift stations, 10 wells and 6 Industrial and Domestic (I & D) Water Supply sites.  The reason why a sole source vendor is required is that the equipment must be compatible with existing equipment. Bristol is the only known supplier and has agreed to provide the equipment and software at the same pricing discount offered for the original installation.  The offer was received July 20, 2009. Delivery: 2-4 Weeks. Terms: Net-30 Days.  Funds are available in the 2009 Budget, Account No. 311-9207-52842. 
Oils, Lubricants and Antifreeze – Annual Contract – Bid No. 09.124.  Awarded an annual contract to procure oils, lubricants and antifreeze from Stubbs Oil Company, Inc. in the amount of $152,586.88 as a joint bid with Chatham County and Chatham Area Transit. The oils, lubricants and antifreeze will be used by Vehicle Maintenance to maintain the City's vehicle fleet and by other departments for use in equipment and machinery.  Bids were received May 12, 2009. This bid has been advertised, opened and reviewed. Delivery: As Required. Terms: Net-30 Days.  Funds are available in the 2009 Budget, Account No. 611-1130-51365. 
Two Front Mount Mowers - Bid No. Q16.07.10.2009 – Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport. The Savannah Airport Commission was authorized to procure Two 30 HP Diesel Front Mount Mowers from Hendrix Machinery, Inc. in the amount of $33,856. The two mowers will replace units 53358 and 53359 which are no longer economical to repair or operate and will be utilized by the Airport’s Ground Maintenance Department.

Verizon Heritage 3-Year Sponsorship – Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport. Approval of a three year contract with Verizon Heritage in the amount of $85,050.00 (or $28,350.00 per year). This is the same rate paid in 2008 and 2009. The rate will not increase for the 3-year period.  The Airport has been a Corporate Sponsor at the Verizon Heritage for the last six years. The sponsorship costs $28,350.00 and includes a booth on the 16th green. The booth provides an amenity to business and community leaders and stakeholders in Savannah and the Hilton Head area and promotes the Airport. The booth and the tournament are also used in the Airport’s efforts to increase air service by inviting decision makers from all carriers to attend the tournament and get to know the communities.  The Airport Commission believes that its goal of continuing to provide support for the Hilton Head area, continuing to increase the Airport’s name recognition as the airport for the low country and the success they have had locally, as well as in the area of air service development, warrants continued involvement. 
Utility Vehicle - Bid No. 09.158-08-30 – Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport.  The Savannah Airport Commission was authorized to procure one Four Door 4-Wheel Drive Utility Vehicle from Allan Vigil Ford in the amount of $28,259.00 This vehicle is a programmed 2009 Budget fleet replacement for unit 53019 and will be utilized by the Director of Operations.

Extend Fuel Farm Loading Area Canopy – Bid No. 09.149 – Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport. The Savannah Airport Commission was authorized to enter into a contract with Keith Ray Construction, Inc. in the amount of $42,700.00 to Extend Fuel Farm Loading Area Canopy. This project includes furnishing all labor and material to design and construct a metal canopy addition located at the Fuel Farm. In addition to the canopy installation, the contractor will also install lights and paint the exposed metal.

Replace Skylight Glass on Terminal Building – Bid No. 09.148 –Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport. The Savannah Airport Commission was authorized to enter into a contract with W. S. Nielson Company, Inc. in the amount of $32,000.00 to Replace Skylight Glass on the Terminal Building. This project will remove and replace six broken glass sections in random skylights on the roof of the terminal building. The contractor will also perform all performance testing required on each replaced skylight section. W. S. Nielson was the only bidder; other contractors would not agree to a warranty on the glass replacement.

Renewal of Revenue Control Service Agreement – Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport. The Savannah Airport Commission was authorized to enter into a contract with McGann in the amount of $30,000.00. McGann is the system integrator for the McGann/Amano parking lot revenue control system. The annual amount is $30,000.00. This is a sole source. 
Water and Sewer Agreement – 102 W. Bay Street. Kessler River Street, LLC has received a water and sewer agreement for 102 W. Bay Street. The water and sewer systems have adequate capacity to serve this 45-equivalent residential unit development at 102 W. Bay Street. The agreement is consistent with policy directives given by the Mayor and Aldermen and has been reviewed and approved by the City Attorney for legal format.
Upon motion of Alderman Felser, seconded by Alderman Stuber, the following appointments to boards, commissions and authorities were approved:

Aging Services Advisory Council

Dr. Richard St. Pierre reappointed to a three year term, ending June 30, 2011.

Chatham Urban Transportation Study (CUTS) Citizens Advisory Committee

Louis E. Wilson, Sr., appointed to a two year term replacing Beth A. Kinstler for a term ending, June 30, 2011.

Coastal Workforce Investment Board

Jody Buelterman, appointed to replacing Tina Bonifacio, for a term of three years, ending July 1, 2012. 

Mark Corrigan reappointed to a three year term ending July 1, 2012.

Thomas A. Coleman, Jr., reappointed to a three year term ending July 1, 2012.

Arlene Demita, appointed to replace John E. Matthews for a three year term, ending

July 1, 2012.

Savannah/Chatham County Council of Disability Issues

Janice Johnson appointed to a two-year term replacing Robert E. Cohen for a term of two years ending December 1, 2011.

Savannah-Chatham County Historic Sites and Monument and Monuments Commission

Eli P. Karatassos, appointed to a five year term replacing LaVerne Ricks Brown, ending April 1, 2014.

Mary S. Soule, appointed to a five year term replacing Ryan S. Madson, ending April 1, 2014.

Alderman Osborne stated she wanted to reach out to the citizens of Savannah to ask them to consider serving on boards, commissions and authorities.  There are many vacancies available and they are posted in the legal section of the newspaper, the City’s web page and Government Channel 8.  Government cannot do everything and we appreciate citizen’s involvement on these boards so much that this Council has initiated a yearly “Thank You” appreciation reception for those citizens who volunteer their services.  She asks that the citizens look at the available positions and apply.

Alderman Osborne also announced that the Town Hall meeting was postponed from July 22 until August 12 at 7:00 p.m. the Savannah Civic Center.  One of the topics of interest to be discussed is drainage.  On behalf of Council, she invited citizens to come out and participate.

Alderman Felser said earlier today Council reached a consensus that we get a report from the City Manager within 30 days with regards to our experience and venture in Charlotte, North Carolina to include economic development and job initiatives internationally.  The budget that would be necessary both conservatively and thereon as well as a fiscal update on the general status of our budget, especially in regards to our employees and their pay raises.  In general, we had an extensive discussion with regard to the need to be pro-active coming out of Charlotte and to help education our community on our aggressive participation in the global economy and what it will take for us to get certain countries and companies to participate in Savannah.  We are expecting this report within 30 days.

Chairman Thomas stated that Council came to a consensus on the third person for the Sweden trip and today decided it would be Alderman Mary Ellen Sprague who will travel along with Mayor Johnson and Alderman Stuber.   Alderman Osborne emphasis said trips to other countries are not pleasure trips but driven by a mission to improve our economic. We want the citizens to be aware that it is about bringing businesses to our city to create jobs.
Alderman Sprague stated that they also discussed with the City Manager the drainage issues in Baldwin Park and on Abercorn Street.  The City has been working on this issue to come up with different alternatives and hopefully, it would be cost effective.  A report will soon be coming forward on this issue.

There being no further business, Chairman Thomas declared this meeting of Council adjourned.
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Dyanne C. Reese

 Clerk of Council
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